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To  the  Right  Hono 


ARTHUR  ONSLOW,  Efq^3 

SPEAKER 


Of  the  Honourable 


HOUSE  of  COMMON S. 


SIR, 

rip  H  E  Subject  of  the  following  Sheets 
J_  is  an  unhappy  one  -.—The  Con- 
troverfy  between  the  Proprietaries  and 
fuccefiive  Afiemblies  of  Penlylvania.-- 
A  Controverfy  which  has  often  imbarraf- 
fed,  if  not  endangered  the  public  Ser- 
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vice: — A  Controverfy  which  has  been 
long  depending,  and  which  Chill  feems  to 
be  as  far  from  an  Iffue  as  ever. 

Our  bleffed  Saviour  reproaches  the 
Pharifees  with  laying  heavy  Burdens  on 
Men’s  Shoulders,  which  they  themfelves 
would  not  dir  with  a  iingle  Finger. 

Our  Proprietaries,  Sir,  have  done  the 
fame  ;  and  for  the  Sake  of  the  Com- 
mon wealth,  the  Province  has  hitherto 
fubmitted  to  the  Impofition. — Not,  in¬ 
deed,  without  the  mod:  drenuous  En¬ 
deavours  to  lay  the  I,oad  equally,  the 
fulled:  Manifedations  of  their  Rio-ht 
to  do  fo,  and  the  ftronged  Protedations 
again d  the  Violence  put  upon  them. 

Having  been  mod  injurioudy  miire- 
prefented  and  traduced  in  print  by  the 
known  Agents  and  Dependants  of  thele 
Gentlemen  their  Fellow-Subjeds,  they 
at  lad,  find  themfelves  obliged  to  fet 
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forth  an  hiftorical  State  of  their  Cafe5 

and  to  make  their  Appeal  to  the  Public 

% 

upon  it. 

With  the  public  Opinion  in  their  Fa¬ 
vour,  they  may  with  the  more  Confi¬ 
dence  lift  up  their  Eyes  to  the  Wifdorn 
of  Parliament  and  the  Majefty  of  the 
Crown,  from  whence  alone  they  can  de¬ 
rive  an  effectual  Remedy. 

To  your  Hands,  Sir,  thefe  Papers  are 
moft  humbly  prefented,  for  Confidera" 
tions  fo  obvious,  that  they  fcarce  need 
any  Explanation. 

The  Roman  Provinces  did  not  ftand 
more  in  need  of  Patronage  than  ours : 
And  fuch  Clients  as  we  are  would  have.., 
preferred  the  Integrity  of  Cato  to  the 
Fortune  of  Casfar. 

The  Caufe  we  bring  is  in  Fad:  the 
Caufe  of  all  the  Provinces  in  one  :  it  is 
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the  Caufe  of  every  Britifh  Subjed  in 
every  Part  of  the  Britilli  Dominions. — 
It  is  the  Caufe  of  every  Man  who  de- 
ferves  to  be  free,  every  where. 

The  Propriety,  therefore,  of  addreff- 
-ing  thefe  Papers  to  a  Gentleman,  who, 
for  fo  many  fucceffive  Parliaments,  with 
fo  much  Plonour  to  himfelf  and  Satif- 
fadion  to  the  Public,  has  been  at  the 
Head  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain, 
cannot  be  called  in  queftion. 

You  will  fmile,  Sir,  perhaps,  as  you 
read  the  References  of  a  provincial  Af- 
fembly  to  the  Rights  and  Claims  of 
Parliament  ;  but,  we  humbly  conceive, 
it  will  be  without  the  leaf!:  Mixture  of 
Refentment ;  thofe  Affemblies  having 
nothing  more  in  View  than  barely  to 
eftablifh  their  Privileges  on  the  moft  ra¬ 
tional  and  folid  Balls  they  could  find, 
for  the  Security  and  Service  of  their 
Conftituents. 


And 
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And  you  are  humbly  befought,  Sir, 
not  to  think  the  worfe  of  this  Addrefs, 
becaufe  it  has  been  made  without  your 
Permiffion  or  Privity. 

Nobody  alks  Leave  to  pay  a  Debt : 
Every  Briton  is  your  Debtor,  Sir  t  And 
all  we  have  faid,  or  can  fay,  is  but  a 
poor  Compofition  lor  what  we  owe  you. 

You  have  conferred  as  mucn  Honour 
on  the  Chair  you  fill,  as  the  Chair  has 

conferred  on  you. 

Probity  and  Dignity  are  your  Cha~ 
radleriftics. 

May  that  Seat  always  derive  the  fame 
Luftre  from  the  fame  Qualities ! 

i 

This  at  leaft  ought  to  be  our  Prayer, 
whether  it  is  or  not  within  our  Expeclu- 
tions. 
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For  the  Province  of  Penlylvania,  as 
well  as  in  my  own  private  Capacity,  .  I 
have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  the  moft 
profound  Refped, 


Your  moll  obedient 


humble  Servant, 


The  Editor. 
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Which  the  Governor,  in  his  Comment  upon  it,  endeavours 
to  narrow  the  Application  of,  to  Penfylvania  only  168 
A  MefTage  from  the  Affembly  fully  demonftrating  that  Pcn- 
fylvania  was  not  comprehended  in  the  '  Tnftruftion  infifted 
upon  ;  and  that  in  Cafe  it  was,  the  prefent  Emergence  was 
one  of  thofe,  which,  according  to  the  very  Letter  of  that 
Inftru&ion,  might  be  provided  for  notwithfftmding  :  Alfo 
defiring  a  Sight  of  the  Inftrudions  he  himfelf  had  received 
from  his  Principals 

A  fecond  MefTage,  in  which  they  call  upon  the  Governor 
to  give  his  Affent  to  the  Bill,  as  what  would  anfwer  all 
the  Purpofes  recommended  to  them  in  Sir  Thomas  Robin- 
fon's  Letter  !-2 

The  Governor’s  Reply,  declining  the  Bill  as  before ;  be- 
caufe  the  Supply  might  be  otherwife  raifed,  and  evading 

the  Communication  of  his  Inftru&ions  ibid. 

The  Affembly’s  Rejoinder,  juftifying  the  Requifition  they 
made  of  his  Inftrufifions  ;  and  intimating  that  an  Appeal  to 
the  Crown  was  the  only  Method  left  them  of  being  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  Ufe  and  Benefit  of  their  Birth-Right,  and 
Charter  Liberties  x-<5 

The  Governor  queftions  their  Right  to  have  thefelnftrufilions 
laid  before  them,  and  endeavours  to  put  them  befide  their 
Point,  by  magnifying  the  Preparations  of  the  French,  &c. 

1  77 

The  Affembly  orders  the  Papers  which  had  pafTed  between  the 
Proprietaries  and  them  to  be  printed,  which  till  then  they 
had  avoided  (Vide  Appendix)  1  180 

Their  unanimous  Resolutions  concerning  the  Proprietary 
Inftruffions,  in  which  they  declare  it  as  their  Opinion, 
that  the  faid  inftruciions  were  the  principal  if  not  the  foie 
Obftruftion  to  their  Bill:  Alfo  the  mo  ft  effential  Points 
5  con- 
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contained  in  their  Reply  to  the  Governor’s  Charge  againft 
them  182,  See. 

A  Brief  of  the  Governor’s  Sur-Rejoinder  191 

Some  general  Remarks  193 

The  Affembly  make  their  Appeal  to  the  Crown,  inform  the 
Governor  thereof,  fignify  their  Inclination  to  adjourn  till 
May,  and  give  his  Inftruftions  the  Coup  de  Grace  195 ,&c. 
The  Governor’s  expoi'ulatory  Meffage  thereon  198 

He  demands  a  Copy  of  their  Minutes  ;  they  order  him  one 
when  the  printed  Copies  were  fin  jhed ,  and  adjourn  ibid. 

Upon  Braddock' s  Arrival  in  Virginia ,  they  are  reaflembled 
by  fpecial  Summons  :  The  Demands  made  by  Meflage  on 
that  Occafion  199 

The  Governor  reprimands  them  for  having  publilhed  Sir 
Thomas  Robinfon’s  Letter  in  their  Minutes,  and  for  not 
delivering  him  a  Copy  of  thofe  Minutes  fo  foon  as  he  had 
required  them  200 

The  Aflembly’s  Anfwer  thereto  201 

Orders  and  Counter-Orders  to  the  Printer  of  thefe  Minutes 

203 

Two  MefTagesfrom  the  Governor ;  one  communicating  a  De¬ 
lian  of  General  Shirleys  to  build  a  Fort  within  the  Limits 
of  his  Majefty’s  Territories  near  Croun  Point,  to  which 
the  Aflembly  is  required  to  contribute;  and  the  other,  no¬ 
tifying  firft  the  Arrival  of  Braddock' s  Forces,  and  then  the 
Expectations  entertained  at  h<  me,  that  the  Colonies  would 
raife  an  additional  Number  of  Forces,  furnifh  Provifions, 
&c.  all  terminated  with  a  Kind  of  Menace  of  the  Refent- 
ment  of  hisMajefty  and  the  Parliament,  in  Cafe  of  a  Dif- 
appointment  ibid. 

Twenty  five  Thou [and  Pounds  granted  to  the  King’s  Ufe,  to 
be  raifed  by  an  Emiffion  of  Paper  Bills  to  the  fame  Amount, 
and  to  be  funk  by  an  Extenfion  of  the  Excife  for  Ten 
Years  205 

Refufed  by  the  Governor,  on  the  old  Pretence  of  a  contrary 
Inftru&ion  206 

A  Provifion  demanded  for  the  Expence  of  an  Indian  Treaty 

207 

A  Memorial  to  the  Affembly  from  Mr.  Quincy,  a  Commif- 
fioner  from  the  Government  of  MaJJachuJets-Bny ;  ex¬ 
prefling  bo$h  his  Concern,  that  the  Governor  could  not 
be  induced  to  pafs  the  faid  Money-Bill,  and  his  Acknow¬ 
ledgments  of  the  Chearfulnejs  fhewn  by  them  in  granting 

10,000 1.  for  victualling  the  Forces  to  be  employed  in  New- 
Eng  and  i  being  Part  of  the  Money  fo  granted;  and 
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urging  them  to  find  out  fome  other  Means  of  rendering 
their  Purpofe  effectual  207 

The  Aflembly  refolves  to  raife  the  faid  Sum  on  the  Credit  of 
the  Province  209 

Another  Paper  of  Acknowledgment  from  the  faid  Mr.  Quincy 

ibid. 

The  Governor  refufes  to  return  the  faid  Bill  to  the  Aflembly  ; 
informs  them  the  French  had  fitted  out  fifteen  Sail  of  the 
Line,  with  6000  Land  Forces,  and  calls  upon  them  to 
put  the  Province  into  a  State  of  Defence,  as  the  Enemy 
could  not  be  ignorant  how  plentiful  and  defencelefs  it  was ; 
yet  advifes  afhort  Adjournment  210 

They  meet  again,  and  a  Squabble  arifing  between  them  about 
a  Bill  merely  Provincial,  he  revives  the  former  Contro- 
verfy  212 

The  Aflembly’s  fpirited  Anfwer  to  his  captious  MefTage 

216 

A  Remark  thereon  224 

They  are  re-aflembled  225 

A  hardy  Aflertion  concerning  the  Paper-Money  AcSi  pafled 
by  Governor  Thomas,  refuted  bv  a  Fa£t  2z6 

An  Acknowledgment  from  the  Officers  of  the  Regular  Forces 
of  certain  Prefen ts  made  to  them  by  the  Aflembly  ibid. 
The  Governor’s  MefTage  to  the  Aflembly,  faid  to  be  founded 
on  a  Reprefentation  of  General  Braddock' s,  requiring  them 
to  enable  him  to  furnifh  the  faid  General  with  Proviflions 
under  proper  Convoys,  &c.  &c.  227 

The  Aflembly  defire  to  have  the  General's  Letter  laid  before 
them,  which  the  Governor  declines,  and  thereby  occafions 
a  new  Controverfy  228 

The  Aflembly  fend  up  two  other  Bills;  one  of  io,oool.  for 
exchanging  old  Bills;  and  one  of  15,000!.  for  the  King’s 
Ufe,  on  the  Model  of  that  formerly  pafled  by  Governor 
Thomas ,  and  confirmed  at  ho  <  e  by  the  Royal  Authority, 
fince  the  Inflrudtion  fo  often  cited  had  been  lent  to  the  faid 
Governor  232 

Such  Amendments  offered  to  it  by  the  Governor,  as  he  could 
not  but  be  pre-convinced,  would  not  be  allowed  233 

The  Aflembly  adjourn  till  September ;  but  are  again  con¬ 
voked  in  July,  on  Occafion  of  BraddocB s  Defeat  235 
The  Governor’s  Speech  ibtd. 

The  Aflembly  vote  an  Aid  of  50,000  1.  by  a  Tax  on  all  real 
and  perfonal  Eftates  236 

The  Governor  makes  a  pompous  Offer  in  the  Proprietary’s 
Name,  of  certain  Lands  V/ eji  of  th q  Allegheny  Mountains, 
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to  fuch  military  Adventurers  as  would  fight  for  them  j  and 
calls  upon  the  Aflembly  to  afford  fome  Afliftance  to  fuch  as 
fhould  accept  the  fame  237 

A  Remonftrance  which  certain  Inhabitants  of  certain  Places 
were  induced,  to  prCfent  to  the  Aflembly  ibid. 

The  Addrefs  of  the  Aflembly  to  the  Governor  238 

Their  50,600!.  Money-Bill  returned,  with  an  Amendment, 
by  which  the  whole  Proprietary-EJlate  was  to  be  exempt¬ 
ed  from  the  Tax  239 

The  Mefiage  of  the  Aflembly  to  the  Governor  on  that  Oc- 
cafion,  defiring  his  Reafons  t or  that  Exemption  ibid. 

The  Governor’s  Reply,  containing  four  curious  Reafons  240 
The  Affimbly’s  Rejoinder,  refuting  thofe  Reafons  242 

Other  Papers  which  pafled  between  them  at  the  fame  Crifis 

247,  See. 

TheRefidueof  BraddocP s  Troops  being  recalled  from  the 
Frontier,  notwithftanding  an  Application  of  the  Aflembly 
to  the  Governor,  requefting  their  Continuance  there,  he 
calls  upon  the  Houle  to  provide  for  the  Security  of  the  Back 
Inhabitants  25 1 

A  Remark  thereon  252 

The  Governor  alarms  and  embarrafles  them  with  Petitions  from 
certain  Perfons  requiring  to  be  armed  ;  Intelligence  of  In¬ 
dians  actually  fet  out,  to  fall  upon  their  Frontier ;  Recom¬ 
mendation i  to  provide  by  Law  againfl:  exporting  Provifions 
to  the  Enemy,  as  a  Requifite  to  facilitate  the  Reduction 
of  Louifburgh  ;  and  Demands  of  all  Manner  of  Things  for 
the  Afliftance  of  Col.  Dunbar ,  who,  by  Orders  from  Ge¬ 
neral  Shirley ,  was  again  to  proceed  towards  Fort  Duquefne 
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A  Propofal  from  certain  Gentlemen  of  Philadelphia  to  fub- 
feribe  500I.  in  Lieu  of  the  Proprietary  Proportion  of  the 
Tax  in  Queftion,  and  upon  a  Prefumption  that  the  Pror- 
prietaries  would  honourably  reimburfe  them  254 

The  Aflembly  fend  up  their  Bill  to  the  Governor  again,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  faid  Propofal,  as  containing  by  Implica¬ 
tion  an  Acknowledgment  that  the  Tax  was  founded  in 
Equity,  and  alfo  a  farther  Security  to  the  Governor,  in 
Cafe  he  fhould  give  his  Aflent  to  the  Bill  256 

Th  eii  Meflage  to  the  Governor,  correcting  his  Manner  of 
flating  the  Lou'sbwgh- Point,  and  obferving,  That  all  re¬ 
quired  of  them  from  New- England  was  to  prolong  the  ex¬ 
cellent  Laws  they  had  already  made  ibid. 

Some  leafonable  Remarks  257 
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The  Governor’s  verbal  Anfwer  to  the  Affembly ’s  Meffage 
concerning  the  Money-Bill,  adhering  to  his  Amendment 
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He  contends  foi“  a  Militia  ibid. 

The  Affembly  order  1 006 1.  if  fo  much  remained  in  theirT rea- 
fury,  to  arm  the  Back  Inhabitants  ibid. 

They  fignify  their  Purpofe  to  adjourn  ;  and  refer  the  Affair 
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The  Affembly  apply  for  a  Sight  of  Phipp’s  Letter,  which  is 
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A  new  one  concerning  the  Roads  opened  at  the  Expence  of 
the  Province  for  the  Convenience  of  the  King’s  Forces, 
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rize  by  Vote  a  Loan,  or  voluntary  Subfcription,  of  10,000  1. 
to  be  raifed  in  a  Fortnight,  and  refer  the  Lenders  to  the 
next  Affembly  for  Payment  273 

An  Apology  for  the  Length  of  this  Treatife;  and  a  Brief 
State  of  the  Province  at  this  Period  274 

The  new  Affembly,  after  aSeffion  of  four  Days,  fuffered  to 
adjourn  themfelves  without  proceeding  to  Bufinefs,  for 
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Hands  in  due  Form  imparted  to  them  276 

Being  reconvoked,  the  Governor  informs  them,  that  a  Party 
of  French  and  Indians  had  paffed  the  Mountains,  and  were 
encamped  within  eighty  Miles  of  the  Capital,  and,  after  a 
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demands  a  Supply  ;  premifing.  That  it  might  be  raifed  by 
an  Emiffion  of  any  Sum  in  Paper,  provided  Funds  wer£ 
found  for  finking  it  in  Five  Years,  &c.  277 

A  Reference  to  the  only  ACt  of  Parliament  extant,  and  that 
an  ineffectual  one,  to  prevent  the  Oppreffions  practifed  by 
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sented  to  the  Affembly  ibid. 
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ers  :  Recommending  particularly,  that  the  Matters  of  fuch 

indented 


3 


CONTENTS. 

indented  Servants  as  fhould  engage  in  the  Service  might  be 
indemnified  -and  that,  as  by  the  Expiration  of  an  A& 
pafied  in  the  Lower  Counties ,  the  P enfylvanian  Ad  lately 
palTed,  would  expire  alio,  they  would  prepare  a  proper 
Bill  for  continuing  the  Embargo,  &c.  ibid, . 

The  Affembly’s  Reply,  in  which  they  fhew,  the  Governor 
had  invalidated  the  Ads  of  all  the  other  Colonies  by  the 
Lav/  he  had  palTed  in  the  Lower-Counties  340 

Their  Mefiage  concerning  the  Excife  and  Indian  Trade 
Bills ;  and  his  Anfwer,  that  he  could  not  recede  from  his 
Amendments  becaufe  of  his  Proprietary  Inftrudion  341 
The  Inftrudion  itfelf  ibid . 

A  Remark ;  and  the  Refolution  of  the  Houfe  on  the  faid 
Inftrudion  312 

An  A'd^fpr  emitting  4,oool.  in  Bills  of  Credit,  on  the  Be* 
halfg^Tthe  Proprietaries,  to  fupply  fo  far  the  public  Oc- 
caf|5n§,  till  their  Receiver-General  fhould  be  enabled  by 
his’ Receipts  to  make  good  their  Order  344 

An  Ad  for  ftriking  and  llfuing  the  Sum  of  40,0001.  for  the 
King’s  Ufe,  fent  up  to  the  Governor  ibid . 

His  Meffage  concerning  an  Attack  to  be  apprehended  from 
the  Indians  about  Harveft-Time  345 

The  Aflembly’s  Anfwer  ibid. 

A  Bill  to  permit  the  Exportation  of  Provifions  for  the  King’s 
fervice,  notwithftanding  the  Ad  of  Prohibition  346 

The  Governor’s  evaftve  Condud  with  Relation  thereto 

ibid. 

The  Aflembly  apprize  him,  jfuly  5,  of  their  Intention  to  ad¬ 
journ  till  Augujl  2,  and  are  told  he  has  no  Objedion  347 
Notwithftanding  which,  he  re-aflembles  them  a  Fortnight 


afterwards,  in  the  Midi!  of  their  Harveft,  under  the  Pre¬ 
tence  of  continuing  the  Prohibition- Ad  ibid. 

Petition  of  the  Merchants  in  Relation  to  the  Embargo  348 
The  Aflembly’s  Anfwer  to  the  Governor’s  Meffage  349 
Another  Meffage  to  him  concerning  the  Preamble  to  the 
4,000 1.  Bill  on  Behalf  of  the  Proprietaries  352 

The  Governor’s  Anfwer  ibid. 


He  fends  down  another  Preamble,  which  is  not  relifhed, 
refufes  to  pafs  the  Excife-Bill,  and  expunges  the  Claufe  in 
the  40,0001.  Bill  for  taxing  the  Proprietary  Eftate  353 
His  Meffage  concerning  Indian  Affairs,  and  the  Expence  of 
conduding  them  354 

The  Aflfmbly’s  Anfwer  355 

The 


MM  ...  . , 


w—mm 


ibid. 

357 

358 

359 
ibid . 


CONTENTS. 

The  Governor’s  Reply  3^6 

A  parting  Compliment  from  General  Shirley  to  the  Province 

ibid. 

A  new  Sefllon,  and  the  Governor’s  MefTage  thereon 
The  AfTembly ’s  Anfwer 

Governor  Morris  is  fuperfeded  by  Governor  Denny 
The  new  Governor  complimented  on  his  Arrival 
His  firft  Speech  a  Continuation  of  the  old  Syftero 
The  Bufinefs  of  the  Affembly  at  a  Stand  for  a  few  Days 

360 

Their  Addrefs ;  and  MefTage  requefting  Copies  of  his  Pro¬ 
prietary  Inftrudtions  361 

Certain  of  the  faid  Inftruflions  communicated  362 

A  Thort  Comment  upon  them.  [ For  farther  Remarks  fee  the 
Appendix,  P .  423.]  367 

A  MefTage  to  the  Governor  ibid. 

The  Governor’s  Anfwer  368 

A  Bill  prepared  for  ftriking  the  Sum  of  60,000 1.  for  the 
King’s  Ufe,  to  be  funk  by  an  Excife  ibid. 

A  Conference  on  the  faid  Bill  369 

The  Affembly ’s  Anfwer  to  the  Governor’s  Objections  370 
*1  he  Governor’s  MefTage,  fignifying.  That  he  would  not^ 
1  give  his  AfTent  to  it  373 

Refolutions  of  the  AfTembly,  (after  a  Protefl  againft  the  In- 
fruitions ,  and  a  Salvo  for  their  own  Rights  to  prepare  a 
new  Bill  376 

A  new  Bill  prepared  and  pafTed  377 

A  brief  Apology  for  the  Conduct  of  the  Affembly  on  this 
Occafion  ibid. 

A  Remonftrance  voted  378 

Conclufion  ;  with  a  Teftimonial  of  Commodore  Spry  in  Be¬ 
half  of  the  AfTembly  ibid,  and  380 

An  Appendix  ;  containing  fundry  original  Papers  relative 
to  the  feveral  Points  in  Controverfy  between  the  Gover¬ 
nors  and  Aflemblies  of  P cnjylvania,  viz. 

1.  The  Reprefertation  of  the  AfTembly  to  the  Proprieta¬ 

ries,  requefting  them  to  bear  a  proportionable  Part  of  Indian 
Expences.  381 

2.  The  Pioprietaries  Anfwer;  and  Aflembly’s  Remarks 

thereon  383 

3.  A  MefTage  form  Governor  Morris ,  containing  his  ad¬ 
ditional  Arguments  to  fiiew  the  Unreafonab'.enefs  of  T  axing 

the 


4 


CONTENTS. 

the  Proprietary  Eftate  for  its  Defence,  and  in  Support  of  the 
Reftri&ions  he  was  under  in  thatRefped  39* 

а.  The  Aflembly's  Anfvuer  thereto  39° 

e.  The  Governor’s  Reply  4°7 

б.  The  Aflembly’s  Rejoinder  410 

[Note.  In  the  above  four  MeJJages ,  great  Part  of  the  Points 

in  Difpute  between  the  Proprietaries  and  People  of  the  Pro¬ 
vince  are  fully  litigated ;  and  the  Perujal  of  them  is  necejfary 
'  to  thofe  who  would  have  a  thorough  Knowledge  of  the  ton - 

troverfy .  ] 

7  The  Speaker  of  the  Penfylvanian  Aflembly’s  Paper  of 
Authorities  relating  to  the  flights  of  the  Co—  over 
Money-Bills',  and  in  Support  of  the  50^000 1.  Bill  palled  by 
Ihe  Aflembly,  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  the  Taxing  the  Propne- 

tarv  Eftate  within  that  Province  .  41 

8.  Report  of  a  Committee  of  AfTembly  on  the  Proprietary 

Infractions  relating  to  Money-Bills  ;  clearly  demonstrating, 
that  though  the  Proprietaries  would  at  length  aPPeart°^ 
willing  to  have  their  Eftates  taxed  in  common  with  other 
Eftatef,  yet  that  were  Laws  paffed  purfuant  to  thefe  Induc¬ 
tions  much  the  greateft  Part  of  their  Eftate  would  be  ex¬ 
empted,  and  that  the  Sums  neceffary  to  be gran  ed  for  Ins 
Majefty’s  Service  in  that  Province  could  not  poflibly  be  raife 
thereby,  &c.  &c.—A  Paper  of  Importance.  423 

0.  Mr  .Thomas  Penn’s  Eftimate  of  the  Value  of  the  Propri¬ 
etary  Eftate  in  Penfylvania,  upwards  of  twenty  Years  ago  , 
with  Remarks  thereon,  (hewing  its  prodigious  Increafe  ftnce 
that  Time,  the  Profits  arifing  to  the  House  of  Penn  from 
their  Indian  Purchafes,  and  the  huckftering  Manner  in  wh.ch 
they  difpofe  of  Lands  to  the  King’s  Subjects  in  that  Province 

10.  A  Specimen  of  the  anonymous  Abufes  continually 

publifhed  againft  the  Inhabitants  of  by  the 

Proprietaries  and  their  Agents,  with  Mr.  W.  Franklin  s  Re- 

fUtii!°Somer  Remarks  on  the  Conduft  of  the  laft  and  pre-. 
fent  Governor,  with  Regard  to  their  employing  the  ro- 
vincial  Forces  as  Regulars^  rather  than  as  Rangers ,  an 
ing  the  fecret  Reafon  why  that  Province  is  at  prelent 
without  a  Militia-Law ,  notwithftanding  the  feveral  B 
which  have  been  lately  pafled  by  the  Aflembly  or 


CONTENTS. 

12.  An  Account  of  fundry  Sums  of  Money  paid  by  the 

eJ  ihe  Prefent  Troubles  in  America.  .  .  2 

13.  An  Extraft  of  an  original  Letter  from  Mr.  Secre- 

tary  containing,  among  other  Things,  his  Opinion 

of  the  Proprietary-Right  to  the  Government  of  the^hree 
Delaware-Counties ;  and  which  ferves  to  account  for  the 

TimeU  ^  FaV°Ur  *hewn  that  Gove^nment  from  Time  to 
C‘  443 


ERRATA. 

Page  103,  Line  8,  after  the  Word  Year  add  only  ;  P.  L  4 
261  °T  read  J*n  l  P*  *47,  L.  15,  for  nifties  read  Jittle] ,  R 
Jugitft  'iq!  f°r/^  read>i  L.  9  and  10,  for  2 9  read 


\ 


I  \ 


INTRODU  C  T  ION. 


t  |  A  O  obtain  an  infinite  Variety  of  Purpofes, 
by  a  few  plain  Principles,  is  the  Ch&- 
racteriftic  of  Nature.  As  the  Eye  is 
affected,  fo  is  the  Understanding  :  Objeds  at 
diftance  Strike  us  according  to  their  Dimenfions, 
or  the  Quantity  of  Light  thrown  upon  them ; 
near,  according  to  their  Novelty  or  Familiarity  ;  as 
they  are  in  motion  or  at  reSL  ’Tis  the  fame  with 
Adions.  A  Battle  is  all  Motion  ;  a  Hero  all 
Glare  :  While  Such  Images  are  before  us,  we  can 
attend  to  nothing  elfe.  Solon  and  Lycurgns  would 
make  no  Figure  in  the  fame  Scene  with  the 
King  of  PruJJia  ;  and  we  are  at  prefent  fo  loft  in 
the  military  Scramble  on  the  Continent  next  us, 
in  which  it  muft  be  confefs’d  we  are  deeply  in¬ 
terested,  that  we  have  icarce  Time  to  throw  a 
Glance  towards  America ,  where  we  have  alfo 
much  at  Stake,  and  where,  if  any  where,  our 
Account  muft  be  made  up  at  laft. 

% 

We  love  to  ftare  more  than  to  refied,  and  to 
be  indolently  amus’d  at  our  Leifure,  than  to  com¬ 
mit  the  fmalleft  TreSpafs  on  our  Patience  by 
winding  a  painful,  tedious  Maze,  which  would 
pay  us  in  nothing  but  Knowledge. 


But 
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But  then,  as  there  are  fome  Eyes  which  cart 
find  nothing  marvellous,  but  what  is  marvelloufly 
great,  fo  there  are  others  which  are  equally  dif- 
pofed  to  marvel  at  what  is  marvelloufly  little  :  and 
who  can  derive  as  much  Entertainment  from 
their  Microfcope  in  examining  a  Mite,  as  Dr.  — 
in  afcertaining  the  Geography  of  the  Moon,  of 
meafuring  the  Tail  of  a  Comet. 

Let  this  ferve  as  an  Excufe  for  the  Author  of 
thefe  Sheets,  if  he  needs  any,  for  bellowing 
them  on  the  Tranfadions  of  a  Colony,  till  of 
late  hardly  mentioned  in  our  Annals ;  in  Point  of 
Bftablilhment  one  of  the  laft  upon  the  Britifi 
Lift,  and  in  point  of  Rank  one  of  the  moil  fub- 
©rdinate,  as  being  not  only  fubjed,  in  common 
with  the  reft,  to  the  Crown,  but  alfo  to  the  Claims 
of  a  Proprietary ,  who  thinks  he  does  them  Ho¬ 
nour  enough  in  governing  them  by  Deputy 
confequently  fo  much  farther  remov’d  from  the 
Royal  Eye ;  and  fo  much  the  more  expos’d  to 
the  Prefture  of  felf-interefted  Injlruffkm. 

Confiderable,  however,  as  moft  of  them  for 
Happinefs  of  Situation,  Fertility  of  Soil,  Pro- 
dud  of  valuable  Commodities,  Number  of  In¬ 
habitants,  Shipping,  Amount  of  Exportations, 
Latitude  of  Rights  and  Privileges,  and  every  o- 
ther  Requifite  for  the  Being  and  Well-Being  of 
Society,  and  more  confiderable  than  any  of  them 
all  for  the  Celerity  of  its  Growth,  unaflifted  by 
any  human  Help  but  the  Vigour  and  Virtue  of 
its  own  excellent  Conftitutios, 
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Laws,  can  be  prevail’d  upon  to  confider  thefe 
Patriot-Ruflics  with  any  Degree  of  Refpeft. 

Derifion,  on  the  contrary,  muft  be  the  Lot  of 
him,  who  imagines  it  in  the  Power  of  the  Pen 
to  fet  any  Luftre  upon  them  5  and  Indignation 
theirs  for  daiing  to  affert  and  maintain  the  In¬ 
dependency  inwoven  in  their  Confutation,  which 
now,  it  feems,  is  become  an  improper  Ingredient 
and  therefore  to  be  excifed  away. 

But  how  contemptibly  foever  thefe  Gentlemen 
may  talk  of  the  Colonies,  how  cheap  foever  they 
may  hold  their  Affemblies,  or  how  infignificant 
the  Planters  and  Traders  who  compofe  them 
Truth  will  be  Truth,  and  Principle  Principle’ 
notwithftandine.  r 

Courage,  Wifdom,  Integrity  and  Honour  are 
not  to  be  meafur’d  by  the  Sphere  affigned  them 
to  ac't  in,  but  by  the  Trials  they  undergo,  and 
the  Vouchess  they  furnilh :  And  if  fo  mani¬ 
fested,  need  neither  Robes,  or  Titles  to  fet  them 
off. 


A  List  of  the  feveral  Governors ,  Deputy- Governors, 

P  rej, 1 dent  s  of  P  eufylvama,  with  the  Times  of  their 
pecfive  Adminifhations,  &c. 

Wm.  Penn,  Proprietor,  atted  as  Govern,  from  Obi.  1682  t  oAug.  1684 
Thomas  Lloyd,  Efq;  Prefident,  fiom  Aug.  1684  to  Dec.  1688 

Capt.  John  Blackwell,  I>ep.  Govern,  from  Dec.  1688  to  Feb.  1 689-90 
Prefident  and  Council,  from  Feb.  1 689-90  to  April  26,  1693 

Benjamin  Fletcher ,  Efq;  Governor,  from  April  2 6  to  Ju?ie  3,  1693 
Wm.  Markham,  Efq;  Dep.  Govern,  from  June  3,  1093  to  Dec.  1699 
ITv\P/r»«,Efq;aaed  again  as  Gov.  fsomDec.  3, 1699  to  Nov.  1, 1701 
Andrew  Hamilton,  Efq;  Dep.Gov.  from  Nov.  1,  1701  to  Feb.  1702-3 
Prefident  and  Council,  from  Feb.  1702-3  to  Feb.  1703-4 

John  E-vans,  Efq;  Dep.  Govern,  from  Feb.  1703-4  to  Feb.  1708-9 
"Charles  Gookin,  Efq;  Dep.  Gov.  from  March  1708-9  to  1717 
Sir  Win.  Keith,  Bart.  Dep.  Govern,  from  1717  to  June  1726 
Patrick  Gordon,  Efq;  Dep.  Govern,  from  June  1726  to  1736 
James  Logan,  Efq;  Prefident,  from  173610  173^ 

George  Thomas,  Efq;  Deputy-Govern.  from  1 738  ,0  ‘747 

Anthony  Palmer,  Efq;  Prefident,  from  1747  t0  x748 

James' Hamilton,  Efq;  Dep.  Govern,  from  174810  1754 

Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Efq;  Dep.  Gov.  fromCbf?.  1754  to/%.19,1756 
Capt.  Wm.  Denny,  the  prefent  Dep.Gov.from^.  1 9 A 756 

NOTE,  The  Royal  Charter  for  Penjylvunia  was  granted,  March 

The*  King’s  Declaration  or  Proclamation  of  the  faid  Grant,  April 

2,  1681  ,  ,  .  .  , 

The  Agreement  between  William  Penn  and  certain  Adventurers 
and  Purchafers,  intitied,  Certain  Conditions  or  ConceJJsons,  See.  was 
figned  in  England,  July  11,  1681  .  , 

The  full  Frame  of  Government  for  the  Province  was  made  mv Eng¬ 
land,  April  25,  1682  .  ,  ,  ,, 

The  firlt  Laws  for  the  Province  were  agreed  upon  in  England,  May 

The  Duke  of  York' s  Deed  for  Penfylvania  was  fign’d  Aug.  21,  1682 
The  Duke  of  York' s  Deed  of  Feoffment  of  Newcajlle,  and  Twelve 
Miles  Circle,  to  William  Penn,  Aug.  24,  1682 
The  Duke  of  York's  Deed  of  Feoffment  of  a  Tratt  of  Land 
Twelve  Miles  South  from  Nevucafle  to  the  WherekiUs,  to  IP  1  lit  am 
Penn,  Aug.  24,  1682 

The  firft  Ajjemlly  held  in  the  Province  was  at  Ckefler,  Dec.  4,  1682 
The  Adi  of  Union,  annexing  the  Delaware  Counties  to  the  Pro¬ 
vince;  and  the  AH  of  Settlement,  containing  a  new  Frame  of 
Government ,  were  palled,  Dec.  6,  1682 
Another  Frame  of  Government  was  paffed,  April  2,  16S3 
And  another  Frame  of  Government,  hov.  7,  1696 
The  Charter  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia  paffed,  Ob 7.23,  1701 
The  Charter  of  Privi  leges  for  the  Province,  being  the  prelent 
Frame  of  Government,  paffed  Obi.  28,  1701. 
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A  Father  and  his  Family,  the  latter  united  by 
Intereft  and  Affedtion,  the  former  to  be  rever’d 
for  the  Wifdom  of  his  Inflitutions,  and  the  in¬ 
dulgent  Ufe  of  his  Authority,  was  the  Form  it 
was  at  firft  prefented  in,  Thofe  who  were  only 
ambitious  of  Pvepofe  found  it  here ;  and  as  none 
return’d  with  an  evil  Report  of  the  Land,  Num¬ 
bers  follow’d :  All  partook  of  the  Leven  they 
found  :  The  Community  ftill  wore  the  fame 
equal  Face :  Nobody  afpir’d  t  Nobody  was  op- 
prefs’d:  Induftry  was  fureof  Profit,  Knowledge 
of  Efteem,  and  Virtue  of  Veneration. 

An  affuming  Lcntd-Lord ,  ftrongly  difpofed  to 
convert  free  Tenants  into  abjedt  Vaffals,  and  to 
reap  what  he  did  not  fow,  countenanc’d  and  abet¬ 
ted  by  a  few  defperate  and  defigning  Dependants, 
on  the  one  Side ;  and  on  the  other,  all  who 
have  Senfe  enough  to  know  their  Rights,  and 
Spirit  enough  to  defend  them,  combin’d  as  one 
Man  againft  the  faid  Land-Lord,  and  his  En¬ 
croachments,  is  the  Form  it  has  fince  aflum’d. 

And,  furely,  to  a  Nation  born  to  Liberty  like 
This,  bound  to  leave  it  unimpair’d  as  They  re¬ 
ceiv’d  it  from  their  Fathers  in  Perpetuity  to  their 
Heirs,  and  interested  in  the  Confervation  of  it  in 
every  Appendix  of  the  Britijh  Empire,  the  Par¬ 
ticulars  of  fuch  a  Conteft  cannot  be  wholly  in¬ 
different. 

On  the  contrary,  it  is  reafonable  to  thipk,  the 
fir  ft  Workings  of  Power  againft  Liberty,  and  the 
natural  Efforts  of  unbiaffed  Men  to  fecure  them- 

B  2  felves 
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felves  againd  the  fird  Approaches  of  Oppreffion^ 
muft  have  a  captivating  Power  over  every  Man  of 
Sendbility  and  Difcernment  amongft  us. 

Liberty,  it  feems,  thrives  heft  in  the  Woods. 
America  bed  cultivates  what  Germa?iy  brought 
forth.  And  were  it  not  for  certain  ugly  Compa- 
rifons,  hard  to  be  fupprefs’d,  the  Pleafure  aridng; 
from  fuch  a  Refearch  would  be  without  Alloy. 

In  the  Feuds  of  Florence  recorded  by  Machia- 
w/,  we  find  more  to  lament  and  lefs  to  praife. 
Scarce  can  we  believe  the  firft  Citizens  of  the  an- 
tient  Republics  had  fuch  Pretenfions  to  Confide- 
ration,  tho  fo  highly  celebrated  in  antient  Story. 
And  as  to  ourfelves,  we  need  no  longer  have  Re- 
courfe  to  the  late  glorious  Stand  of  the  French 
Parliaments  to  excite  our  Emulation. 

It  is  a  known  Cudom  among  Farmers  to  change 
their  Corn  from  Seafon  to  Seafon  for  the  Sake 
of  filling  the  Bufhel :  And  in  cafe  the  Wifdom 
of  the  Age  fhould  condefcend  to  make  the  like 
Experiment  in  another  Shape,  from  hence  we 

may  learn,  whither  to  repair  for  the  proper 
Species.  r 

It  is  not,  however,  to  be  prefum’d,,  That  fuch 
as  have  long  been  accudomed  to  condder  the  Co- 
onies,  in  general,  as  only  fo  many  Dependencies 
on  the  Council-Board,  the  Board  of  Trade,  and 
the  Board  of  Cudomsj  or  as  a  Hot-Bed  for 
Caufes,  Jobbs,  and  other  pecuniary  Emoluments, 
an  as  bound  as  effectually  by  InftruFtioni  as  by 

Laws , 
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Constitution  and  Government 
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P  E  N  S  Y  L  V  A  N  I  A,  &c. 


Conditution  of  Penfylvania  is  deriv’d, 
i  firftjfrom  the  Birthright  of  every  BritiJIo  Sub- 
JL  jedt  i  fecondly,  from  the  Royal  Charter  grant¬ 
ed  to  William  Penn  by  King  Charles  II.  and  thirdly, 
from  the  Charter  of  Privileges  granted  by  the  faid 
William  Penn  as  Proprietary  and  Governor,  in  Vir¬ 
tue  of  the  former,  p  the  Freemen  of  the  faid  Pro¬ 
vince  and  Territories ;  being  the  lad  of  four  at  fever- 
al  Periods  iflued  by  the  fame  Authority. 

The  Birthright  of  every  Britifio  Subject  is,  to  have 
a  Property  of  his  own,  in  his  Edate,  Perfon  and  Re¬ 
putation  ;  fubjedt  only  to  Laws  enadted  by  his  own 
Concurrence,  either  in  Perfon  or  by  his  Reprefenta- 
tives :  And  which  Birthright  accompanies  him  where  - 
foever  he  wanders  or  reds  ;  fo  long  as  he  is  within 
the  Pale  of  the  Britijh  Dominions,  and  is  true  to  his 
Allegiance. 

The  Royal  Charter  was  granted  to  William  Penn 
in  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1681.  A  mod:  alarm¬ 
ing  Period  !  The  Nation  being  in  a  drong  Ferment ; 
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and  the  Court  forming  an  arbitrary  PJan  ;  which,  un* 
der  i.he  Countenance  of  a  fmall  Handing  Army,  they 
began  the  fame  Eear  to  carry  into  Execution,  by  ca- 
joi ling  fome  Corporations,  and  forcing  others  by 
Quo  Warrant  os  to  furrender  their  Charters :  So  that 
by  the  Abufe  of  Law,  the  difufe  of  Parliaments,  and 
the  i  error  of  Power,  the  Kingdom  became  in  Effedt 
the  Prey  of  Will  and  Pleafure. 

The  Charter  Governments  of  America  had,  before 
this,  afforded  a  Place  of  Refuge  to  the  perfecuted 
and  miferable  :  And  as  if  to  enlarge  the  Field  of  L\- 
bei  ty  abroad,  which  had  been  fo  facrilegioufly  con¬ 
tracted  at  home,  Penfylvania  even  then  was  made  a 
new  AJylum ,  where  all  who  wifh’d  or  defir’d  to  be 
free  might  be  fo  for  ever. 

The.  Bafis  of  the  Grant  exprefs’d  in  the  Preamble 
■was,  the  Merits  and  Services  of  Admiral  Penn ,  and 
the  commendable  Defire  of  his  Son  to  enlarge  the 
Briti/h  Empire,  to  promote  fuch  ufeful  Commodities 
as  might  be  of  Benefit  to  it,  and  to  civilize  the  Sa¬ 
vage  Inhabitants. 

r  In  the  third  Sedtion,  which  conflitutes  the  Laid 
William  ir  enu  the  true  and  abfolute  Proprietary  of  the 
laid  Province,  there  is  a  Saving  to  the  Crown,  of  the 
Faith  and  Allegiance  of  the  laid  William  Penn ,  his 
Fleiis  and  Afligns,  and  of  all  other  Proprietaries, 
Tenants  and  Inhabitants  of  the  faid  Province,  as  alfo 
of  the  Sovereignty  thereof. 

The  fourth,  profeffing  to  repofe  fpecial  Truft  and 
Confidence  in  the  Fidelity,  Wifdom,  Juftice  and 
providei it  Circumfpedlion  of  the  faid  Penn ,  grants  to 
him  and  his  Elens,  and  to  his  and  their  Deputies, 
free,  full  and  aololute  Power,  for  the  good  and  hap- 
py  Government  of  the  faid  Country,  to  ordain,  make, 
and  enadf,  and  under  his  or  their  Seals,  to  publifh 
any  Laws  whatfoever,  for  the  railing  of  Money  for 
public  Ufes  of  the  faid  Province,  or  for  any  other 
End  appertaining  either  unto  the  Public  State,  Peace 
pr  Safety  of  the  laid  Country,  or  unto  the  private  U- 
t’lity  of  particular  Perfons,  according  to  their  hejl 
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Difcretion ;  by  and  with  the  Advice,  Afient,  and  Ap¬ 
probation  of  the  Freemen  of  the  faid  Country,  or  the 
greater  Part  of  them,  or  of  their  Delegates  and  De¬ 
puties,  to  be  afiembled  in  fuch  Sort  and  Form,  as  to 
him  and  them  fhall  feem  belt,  and  as  often  as  Need 
fhall  require.  v 

By  the  fifth,  the  faid  William  Penn  is  impowered 
and  authorifed  to  credt  Courts  of  Judicature,  appoint 
Judges  and  adminifter  Juft  ce  in  all  Forms,  and  carry 
all  the  Laws  fo  made  as  above,  into  Execution,  un¬ 
der  the  Pains  therein  exprefied  ;  provided  the  faid 
Laws  be  confonant  to  Realon,  and  not  repugnant  or 
contrary,  but  (as  near  as  conveniently  may  be)  agree¬ 
able,  to  the  Laws  and  Statutes  and  Rights  of  Eng¬ 
land  •,  with  a  faving  to  the  Crown  in  cafe  of  Appeals  : 
— For  this  Reafon  doubtlefs.  That  in  cafe  any  Adt  of 
Injuftice  or  Oppreffion  was  committed,  the  Party  in- 
iur’d  might  be  fure  of  Redrefs. 

By  the  fixth,  which  prefumes,  That  in  the  Go¬ 
vernment  of  fo  great  a  Country,  fudden  Accidents 
might  happen,  which  would  require  a  Remedy  be¬ 
fore  the  Freeholders  or  their  Delegates  could  be  aflem- 
bled  to  the  making  of  Laws,  the  laid  William  Penn , 
and  his  Heirs,  by  themfelves  or  their  Magiftrates 
duely  ordained,  are  impowered  to  make  and  confti* 
tute  fit  and  wholfome  Ordinances,  from  Time  to 
Time,  as  well  for  the  Prefervatioh  of  the  Peace,  as 
for  the  better  Government  of  the  Inhabitants,  under 
the  fame  Provifo  as  that  above,  regarding  the  Laws, 
and  fo  as  that  the  faid  Ordinances  be  not  extended 
in  any  fort  to  bind ,  change ,  o  take  away  the  Right  or 
Intereft  of  any  Perfon  or  Perfons,  for  or  in  their 
Life,  Members,  Freehold,  Goods  or  Chattels. 

And  to  the  End,  that  neither  the  faid  William  Penn 
or  his  Fleirs,  or  other  the  Planters,  Owners  or  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  faid  Province,  may  by  Mifconftrudtion 
of  the  Power  aforefaid,  through  Inadvertency  or  De- 
fign,  depart  from  their  Faith  and  Allegiance  to  the 
Crown,  the  fevench  Section  provides.  That  a  Trunf- 
cript  or  Duplicate  of  all  Laws,  fo  made  and  pub- 
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lilfied  as  aforefaid,  fhall  within  five  Years  after  the 
making  thereof,  be  trarifmitted  and  delivered  to  the 
i  iivj  Council  ior  the  lime  being  ;  and  if  declared 
W  Kihg  hi  Council,  inccnfiftent  with  the  Sover- 
€igi,ty  o  jawful  Prerogative  of  the  Crown,  or  con¬ 
trary  to  the  Faith  and  Allegiance  due  to  the  legal 
Government  of  this  Realm,  lhall  be  adjudged  void. 

The  laid  William  Penn  is  alfo  obliged  to  have  an 
Attorney  or  Agent  to  be  his  refident  Reprefentative 
at  feme  known  Place  in  London ,  who  is  to  be  an- 
fwerable  to  the  Crown  for  any  Mifdemeanor  com¬ 
mitted,  01  wilful  Default  or  Negledt,  permitted  by 
the  fa  id  Penn  againft  the  Laws  of  Trade  and  Navi¬ 
gation  ;  and  to  defray  the  Damages  in  his  Maj'efty’s 
Courts  afeertained  j  and  in  cafe  of  Failure,  the 'Go¬ 
vernment  to  be  refum  d  and  retain’d  till  Payment  has 
been  made,  without  any  Prejudice  however  in  any 
Refpedl  to  the  Landholders  or  Inhabitants,  who  are 
not  to  be  affedted  or  molefted  thereby. 

.His  Majefty  moreover  covenants  and  grants  to  and 
with  the  faid  William  Penn ,  in  the  twentieth  Sedtion 
for  himfelf,  his  Heirs  and  Success,  at  no  Time 
thereafter  to  impole  or  levy  any  Tax  on  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  in  any  Shape,  unlefs  the  lame  be  with  the  Con-, 
fent  ol  the  Proprietary  or  chief  Governor,  or  Aflem- 
bly,  or  by  Adi  of  Parliament  in  England. 

Gn  Pain  of  his  higheft  Difpleafure,  he  alfo  com¬ 
mands  all  his  Officers  and  Minifters,  that  they  do  not 
preiume  at  any  Time  to  attempt  any  Thincr  to  the 
contrary  of  the  Premifes,  or  that  they  do  in  any  Sort 
with  Hand  the  lame :  And,  on  the  contrary,  injoins 
them,  to  be  at  all  1  imes  aiding  and  alfilling,  as  was 
fitting,  to  the  faid  William  Penn  and  his  Heirs,  and 
unto  the.,  Inhabitants  and  Merchants  of  the  Province 
aforefaid,  their  Servants,  Minifters,  Factors  and  Af- 
figns,  in  the  full  Ufe  and  Fruition  of  the  Benefit  of 
the  laid  Charter. 

.And  in  the  laft  Place,  a  Provision  is  made,  by  the 
King  s  fpecial  Will,  Ordinance  and  Command,  that, 
in  cafe  any  Doubt  or  Queftion  fhoulu  thereafter  per¬ 
chance 
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chance  arife,  concerning  the  true  Senfe  or  Meaning 
of  any  Word,  Claufe,  or  Sentence  contained  therein, 
fuch  Interpretation  fhould  be  made  thereof  and  al¬ 
lowed  in  any  of  his  Majefty’s  Courts,  as  fhould  be 
adjudged  moft  advantageous  and  favourable  to  the 
{aid  William  Venn ,  his  Heirs  and  Affigns  •,  pro¬ 
vided  always,  That  no  Interpretation  be  admitted 
thereof,  by  which  the  Allegiance  due  to  the  Crown, 
may  fuller  any  Prejudice  Or  Diminution. 

The  Whole  confifts  of  twenty  three  Sections ;  of 
which,  it  is  prefumed,  thefe  are  the  moft  material. 
They  are  penned  with  all  the  Appearance  of  Candour 
and  Simplicity  imaginable  ;  fo  that  if  Craft  had  any 
Thing  to  do  with  them,  never  was  Craft  better  hid. 

As  little  is  left  as  poftible  to  future  Inftrudtions,  and 
no  where  is  there  to  be  found  the  Shadow  of  a  Pre¬ 
tence,  That  fuch  Inf  ructions  fhould  be  Laws.  All  is 
equally  agreeable  to  Law  and  Reafon,  the  Claims  of 
the  Crown  and  the  Rights  of  the  Subject ;  nor,  in¬ 
deed,  would  the  Grant  have  been  valid  if  it  had  been 
otherwife. — The  Words  legal  Government  are  Words 
of  great  Significancy.  No  Command  of  the  King  s 
is  a  legal  Command,  unlefs  confonant  to  Law,  and 
authenticated  by  one  of  his  Seals.  The  Forms  of 
Office  in  fuch  Cafe  providing.  That  nothing  illegal 
ffiall  be  carried  into  Execution  ;  and  the  Officer  him- 
felf  being  refponlible  to  the  Laws  in  Cafe  of  yielding 
a  criminal  Obedience. 

It  would  therefore  be  a  Wafte  of  Words  to  fhew. 
That  the  Crown  is  limited  in  all  Adis  and  Grants  by 
the  Fundamentals  of  the  Confticution  ;  and  that, 
as  it  cannot  alienate  any  one  Limb  or  Joint  of  the 
State,  fo  neither,  on  the  other,  can  it  eftablifh  any 
Colony  upon,  or  contract  it  within,  a  narrower  Scale, 
than  the  Subjedl  is  intitled  to  by  the  great  Charter  of 
England. 

But  if  it  is  remarkable,  That  fuch  an  Inftrument 
as  this  fhould  be  the  Growth  of  an  arbitrary  Court, 
it  is  equally  fo,  That  the  King’s  Brother,  James , 
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Kinl^  °f  T°rk ,  (a,{te[wards  the  moft  unhappy  of 
K.ngs)  was  at  the  Rebound,  a  Party  in  it  •  For  it 

fe<j™’  ^  Right  to  all  that  Traft  of  Land  now 

Granr  IT  “T- °f  was,  by  a  prior 

Grant,  veiled  in  h.m  ;  and,  in  Augufi  ,682;  he 

a  igned  it  by  his  Deeds  of  Feoffment  to  the  faid  Wil- 
ham  Fem. 

It  may  alfo  be  inferred.  That  the  faid  William  Penn 
had  been  as  diligent  in  collefting  a  Number  of  pro¬ 
per  Adventurers  together,  as  in  obtaining  the  necef 

ZZAM  r%S  fr°m  the  Crown :  For  in  the  Interval 
rhe  n  t  6  Ch.arter  and  the  Grant  he  made  Ufe  of 

HonPn°fV!h°“  1  0Wer5  §1Ven  him  bf  the  iixth  Sec¬ 
tion  of  the  former,  to  pafs  his  firft  Deed  of  Settle¬ 
ment  under  the  Title  of  «  Certain  Conditions,  or 
t£  Lonceflions,  agreed  upon  by  William  Penn,  Pro- 
prietary  and  Governor  of  Pennfylvania ,  and  thofe 
“  ^the  Adventurers  and  Purchafers  in  the  fame 

*ndoF’n-Trerl  C°ntfWJ  °n'y  Rules  of  Settlement 

&c  with  -hdeeflHHh’-  andf  Treatment  of,  the  Indians , 
£vc  with  the  Addition  of  Tome  general  Injunctions  for 

preferring  of  Order  and  keeping  the  Peace  a^ree^ble 

to  the  Cuftoms  Wages  and  Laws  of  England 

Dublin,  h",'?  Jear  r0lf0Wing’  Mr-  printed  and 
publifh.d  a  Syftem  of  Government  under  the  follow- 

‘‘SofTlhe’  P°  Wlt’  7?  F/ame  °f  the  Government 
“  oerhe  Fr°vmce  ,°f  Pennfylvania  in  America:  to¬ 
st  A  i  e  C1  cercain  Laws  agreed  upon  in  England 
st  Afo  Govern°t  md  divers  Freemen  of  the  afore! 
tt  f  d  ‘  ,r0','nce,  ,r°  be  farther  explained  and  con- 

«S  {^elte  by  the  firft  Provincial  Council,  if  they 

At  the  Head  of  this  Frame,  or  Syftem,  is  a  (hort 
preliminary  D.fcourfe,  Part  of  which  ferves  to  gNe 
us  a  more  lively  Idea  of  Mr.  Penn  preaching8  In 

CanoonholChp  f  *5“  ""  derive  f™m  Read's, 

La, toon  of  Paid  preaching  at  Athens:  As  a  Man  of 
Confctence  lie  fets  out ;  as  a  Man  of  Reafon  he  pro- 

ceeds  s 
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ceeds  ;  and  as  a  Man  of  the  World  he  offers  the 
moft  plaufible  Conditions  to  all ,  to  the  End  that  he 
might  gain  fome. 

Two  Paragraphs  of  this  Difcourfe,  the  People  of 
Vennfylvania  ought  to  have  for  ever  before  their  Eyes: 
To  wit,  1.  “  Any  Government  is  free  to  the  People 
“  (whatever  be  the  Frame)  where  the  Laws  rule  and 
“  the  People  are  a  Party  to  thole  Laws  :  And  more 
“  than  this  is  Tyranny,  Oligarchy,  or  Confufton.” 
2.  “  To  fupport  Power  in  Reverence  with  the  Peo- 
“  pie,  and  to  fecure  the  People  from  the  Abufe  of 
“  Power,  that  they  may  be  free  by  their  juft  Obe- 
<c  dience,  and  the  Magiftrates  honourable  for  their  juft 
“  Adminiftration,  are  the  great  Ends  of  all  Govern- 
cc  ment.” 

This  Frame  con  filled  of  twenty  Tour  Articles,  and 
favoured  very  ftrongly  of  Harrington  and  his  Oceana. 
In  the  Governor  and  Freemen  of  the  Province,  in 
the  Form  of  a  provincial  Council  always  in  being, 
and  yet  always  changing,  and  General  Afiembly,  the 
Government  was  placed.  By  them  conjunctively,  all 
Laws  were  to  be  made,  all  Officers  appointed,  and 
all  publick  Affairs  tranfa&ed.  Seventy-two  was  the 
Number  this  Council  was  to  confift  of :  They  were  to 
be  chofen  by  the  Freemen  ;  and,  tho*'  the  Governor 
or  his  Deputy  was  to  be  perpetual  Prefident,  he  had 
but  a  treble  Vote.  One  Third  of  them  was,  at  the 
firft,  to  be  chofen  for  three  Years,  one  Third  for 
two  Years,  and  one  Third  for  one  Year;  in  fuch 
Manner  that  there  ffiould  be  an  annual  Succeffion  of 
twenty-four  new  Members,  £s?r.  The  General  Afiem¬ 
bly  was  at  firft  to  confift  of  all  the  Freemen,  after¬ 
wards  of  two  hundred,  and  never  was  to  exceed  five 
hundred. 

The  Laws  agreed  upon  in  England  were  in  all 
forty  ;  partly  political,  partly  moral,  and  partly  oeco- 
nomical.  1  hey  are  of  the  Nature  of  an  original 
CompaCt  between  the  Proprietary  and  the  Free¬ 
men,  and  as  fuch  were  reciprocally  received  and 
executed* 
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But  in  the  following  Year  the  Scene  of  Acftion 
being  fhifted  from  the  Mother  Country  to  the  Colony, 
the  Deportment  ot  the  Legiflator  was  fhifted  too. 
Lefs  of  the  Man  of  God  now  appeared,  and  more  of 
the  Man  of  the  World. 

One  Point  he  had  already  carried  againft  the  Incli¬ 
nation  of  his  Followers  •,  namely,  the  Refervation  of 
Quit-Rents,  which  they  had  remonftrated  againft  as  a 
Burden  in  itfelf,  and,  added  to  the  Purchafe- 
Money,  was  without  Precedent  in  any  other  Co¬ 
lony  :  But  he  artfully  diftinguifhing  the  two  Ca¬ 
pacities  of  Proprietary  and  Governor ;  and  infinu- 
ating,  That  Government  muft  be  fupported  with 
Splendor  and  Dignity,  and  that  by  this  Expedient  they 
would  be  exempt  from  other  Taxes ;  the  Bait  took  and 
the  Point  was  carried. 

To  unite  the  Subtlety  of  the  Serpent  with  the  In¬ 
nocence  of  the  Dove  is  not  fo  eafily  done  as  faid. 
Having  in  this  Inftance  experienced  the  Weight  of 
his  Credit  and  the  Power  of  his  Perfuafion,  he  was 
no  fooner  landed,  than  he  formed  a  double  Scheme 
for  uniting  the  Province  with  the  Territory,  tho*  it 
does  not  appear  he  was  properly  authorifed  fo  to  do, 
and  to  fubftitifte  another  Frame  of  Government  in 
Lieu  of  the  Former,  which  having  anfwered  the 
great  Purpofe  of  Inducement  here  at  Home,  for  col- 
Jecfting  of  Subjects,  he  was  now  inclined  to  render 
fomewhat  more  favorable  to  himfelf  in  Point  of 


Government. 

Of  much  Artifice  we  find  him  accufed  (by  the 
Provincial  AfFmbly  of  1704,  in  a  Repiefentation 
addrefied  to  himfelf)  in  the  whole  Courfe  of  this 
Proceeding  :  Whether  juftly  or  not  let  the  World 
determine. 

They  tell  him,  for  Example,  in  fo  many  Words, 
“  That  we  find  by  the  Minutes  of  the  Affembly  and 
st  other  Papers,  as  well  as  living  Witneftes,  Thar, 
<c  loon  after  thy  firft  Arrival  here,  T.  hou,  having 
“  obtained  the  Duke’s  Grant  for  the  three  lower 
«  Counties  [the  Territory  that  is  to  fay]  prevailed 
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ts  with  the  People  of  the  Province  to  unite  in  Legifla- 
,s  tion  and  Government  with  them  of  the  Lamer 
“  Counties  ;  and  then  by  a  fubtle  Contrivance  and 
“  Artifice,  laid  deeper  than  the  Capacities  of  lome 
“  could  fathom,  or  the  Circumftances  of  many 
ct  could  admit  them  Time  then  to  confider  of,  a  Way 
“  was  found  out  to  lay  afide  That,  and  introduce  . 
“  another  Charter,  which  thou  completed  in  the  Year 
“  1683.” 

At  a  Place  called  Chejler ,  in  December  1682,  the 
Freemen  both  of  the  Province  and  Territory  were 
convened ;  but  thole  of  the  Province  having,  by 
Election,  returned  twelve  Perfons  to  ferve  for  each 
County  as  Members  of  the  Provincial  Council,  were 
induced  to  accompany  that  Return  with  Significations 
and  Petitions  by  their  Sheriffs,  GV.  importing,  that 
becaufe  of  the  Fewnefs  of  the  People,  their  Inability 
in  Eftare,  and  their  Unfkilfulnefs  in  Matters  of  Go¬ 
vernment,  their  Defire  was,  that  the  Twelve  fo  re¬ 
turned  for  each  County  might  ferve  both  for  Pro¬ 
vincial  Council  and  General  Afiembly  ;  that  is  to 
fay,  three  of  each  Twelve  for  Members  of  Council, 
and  the  remaining  Nine  for  Aflembly-Men  ;  with  the 
lame  Powers  and  Privileges  granted  by  the  Charter, 
or  Frame  of  Government  to  the 'whole:  And  ac¬ 
cording  to  thefe  Significations  and  Petitions  of  theirs, 
an  Ad  of  Settlement  was  drawn  up  and  paifed,  in 
which,  after  the  laid  Charter  or  Frame  has  been  art¬ 
fully  mentioned  as  one  of  thofe  probationary  F.aw$, 
which  by  the  Council  and  Aflembly  might  be  altered 
at  Pleafure,  the  Model  of  the  Paid  Council  and  Af- 
fembly  fo  reduced  is  admitted  ;  the  Perfons  fo  re¬ 
turned  are  declared  and  enaded  to  he  the  legal  Coun¬ 
cil  and  Aflembly;  the  Number  of  the  (aid  Council 
is  fixed  at  three  Perfons  out  of  each  County  for  the 
Time  to  come  ;  the  Number  of  Aflembly-Men  for 
each  is  reduced  to  fix  ;  and,  after  a  Variety  of  far¬ 
ther  Regulations,  the  faid  Charter  or  Frame  is  fo- 
Jemnly  recognized  and  accepted  ;  as  if  with  thefe  Al¬ 
terations 
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terations  and  Amendments  it  was  underftood  to  be 
complete. 

The  Ad  for  uniting  the  Province  and  the  Territory 
humbly  befought ,  as  it  is  therein  fpecified,  by  the  De¬ 
puties  of  the  faid  Territory,  was  alfo  pafled  at  the 
lame  Time  and  Place  ;  in  virtue  of  which  all  the 
Benefits  and  Advantages  before  granted  to  the  Pro¬ 
vincials,  were  equally  communicated  to  both  ;  and 
both  from  that  T  ime  were  to  be  as  one  People  under 
one  and  the  fame  Government. 

Of  this  Ad,  however,  the  Provincial  Afiembly  of 
1704*  in  the  Reprefentation  to  their  Proprietary  be¬ 
fore  cited,  complain  in  the  Terms  following  : 

And  as  to  the  Conveniency  of  the  Union  of  the 
“  Province  and  Lower  Counties,  we  cannot  gainfay 
ct  it,  if  the  King  had  granted  thee  the  Government 
as  the  Duke  had  done  the  Soil  :  But,  to  our  great 
“  Griet  and  Trouble,  we  can’t  find  that  thou  had 
“  any  iuch  Grant ;  and  if  thou  had,  thou  would  not 
ptoduce  it,  tho  often  requefted  io  to  do  •,  there¬ 
fore  we  take  it  the  harder  that  thou,  who  knew 
<c  how  precarious  thy  Pow  er  was  to  govern  the  Lower 
Counties,  Ihould  bring  thy  Province  into  fuch  a 
State  and  Condition,  that  whenever  the  Crown  had 
afiumed  that  Government,  or  the  People  there  re¬ 
volted  or  refufed  to  ad  with  us  in  Legiflation,  as 
“  they  o^n  did,  that  then  the  faid  fecond  Charter 
Ihould  become  impradicable,  and  the  Privileges 
“  thereby  granted  of  no  Effed  to  the  Province,  be- 
caufe  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Lower  Counties 
“  were  equal  in  Number  with  thofe  of  the  Province, 
“  and  the  Charter  required  a  greater  Number  than 
65  the  Province  had,  or  by  Charter  could  eled  for 
“  Members  of  Council  and  Afiembly  j  and  our  Num- 
“  bers,  by  the  Charter,  could  not  be  increafed  with- 
“  out  the  Revoiter’s  Confent.” 

In  the  Interval  between  this  Seflion  at  Chefier  in 
December  1 68  2,  and  the  next  at  Philadelphia  in  March 
and  April  1 683,  Mr.  Penn ,  notwithftanding  the  Ad 
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of  Settlement ,  furnifhed  himfelf  with  another  Frame, 
in  part  conformable  to  the  firfl,  in  part  modified  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  faid  Add ;  and  in  part  efifentially  dif¬ 
ferent  from  both. — And  concerning  this  again,  the 
Afiembly  of  1704,  in  their  Representation  atorefaid, 
thus  freely  expostulate  with  the  Proprietary.  To  wit, 

“  The  Motives  which  we  find  upon  Record,  in- 
44  ducing  the  People  to  accept  of  that  fecond  Charter, 

44  were  chiefly  Two,  viz.  T.  hat  the  Number  of  Re- 
“  prefentatives  would  prove  burdenfome  to  the  Coun- 
44  try  :  And  the  other  was,  That,  in  regard  thou  had 
44  but  a  treble  Vote ,  the  People,  through  their  IJn- 
44  fkilfulnefs  in  the  Laws  of  Trade  and  Navigation, 

44  might  pafs  fome  Laws  over  thy  Head  repugnant 
44  thereunto,  which  might  occafion  the  Forfeiture  of  , 
*4  the  King’s  Letters  Patents,  by  which  this  Country. 

44  was  granted  to  Thee ;  and  wherein  is  a  Clauie  ior 
44  that  Purpofe,  which  we  find  much  relied  upon, 

44  and  frequently,  read  or  urged  in  the  Afiembly  of 
44  that  Time  ;  and  Security  demanded  by  Thee  trom 
44  the  People  on  that  Account.'5 — 4C  As  to  the  firfl;  Mo- 
44  tive,  we  know  that  the  Number  of  Representatives 
44  might  have  been  very  well  reduced  without  a  new 
44  Charter  :  And  as  to  the  Laws  of  Trade,  we  can  t 
44  conceive  that  a  People  fo  fond  of  thyfelf  for  [their] 
44  Governor,  and  who  law  much  with  thy  Eyes  in 
44  thofe  Affairs,  Should,  againft  thy  Advice  and  Cau- 
44  tions,  make  Laws  repugnant  to  thofe  of  1  rade, 
44  and  fo  bring  Trouble  and  Diiappointment  upon 
44  themfelve  ,  by  being  a  Means  of  fufpending  thy 
44  Administration  ;  the  Influence  whereof  and  Hopes 
44  of  thy  Continuance  therein,  induced  them,  as  we 
44  charitably  conclude,  to  embark  with  thee  in  that 
44  great  and  weighty  Affair,  more  than  the  Honour 
44  due  to  Perfons  in.tho'e  Stations,  or  any  finifter 
44  Ends  deftrudtive  to  the  Constitution  they  added  by. 
44  Therefore,  we  fee  no  juft  Caufe  thou  had  to  infift 
44  on  Such  Security,  or  to  have  a  Negative  upon  Bills 
44  to  be  pa(fed  into  Laws  in  General  Afiemblies,  fince 
44  thou  had  by  the  faid  Charter  (purfuant  to  the  Au- 
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“  thprity  and  Direction  of  the  King’s  Letters  Patent 
“  aforefaid)  formed  thofe  Aflemblies,  and,  there- 
“  upon  referved  but  a  treble  Vote  in  the  Provincial 
tc  Council,  which  could  not  be  more  injurious  to 
“  thee  than  to  the  People,  for  the  Reafons  afore¬ 
said.” 

And  again  afterwards. 

“  "I  hus  was  the  firft  Charter  laid  afide,  contrary 
“  to  the  Tenor  thereof,  and  true  Intent  of  the  firft 

Adventurers  ;  and  the  lecond  Charter  introduced 
“  and  accepted  by  the  General  Aflembly  held  at  Phi- 
“  ladelpbia  in  the  firft  and  fecond  Months  1683, 
<c  where  thou  folemnly  teftified,  that  what  was  in- 
“  lerted  in  that  Charter  was  folely  intended  by  thee 
44  for  the  Good  and  Benefit  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
“  Province,  and  profecuted  with  much  Earneftnefs 
“  in  thy  Spirit  towards  God  at  the  Time  of  its  Com- 
“  pofure.” - - 

In  lefs  than  three  Years  after  Mr.  Penn's  Arrival 
in  the  Province,  and  when  it  began  to  wear  a  thri¬ 
ving  Face,  a  Difpute  between  Lord  Baltimore ,  Pro¬ 
prietary  of  Maryland ,  and  him,  formfeed  him  with 
a  Pretence  to  return  to  England ;  leaving  the  Go¬ 
vernment  to  be  adminiftred  by  five  Commifiioners 
of  State,  taken  out  of  the  Provincial  Council,  the 
Remainder  of  that  Council  and  the  General  Af- 
fembly. 

James  II.  was  now  on  the  Throne.  Mr.  Penn  was 
attached  to  him  clofely  by  Obligations,  if  not  by  Prin¬ 
ciples.  That  Prince’s  impolitic  Plan  of  reftoring  the 
Roman  Ritual  by  univerfal  Toleration,  feems  toliave 
been  almoft  infpired  by  him.- In  the  King’s  Difpute 
with  the  Fellows  of  Magdalen  College,  Mr.  Penn 
was  an  a&ive  Instrument  on  his  Majefty’s  Behalf,  not 
without  fome  injurious  Imputations  to  himfelf :  *And 
for  fome  Years  after  the  Revolution,  had  the  Mif- 
fortune  to  lie  under  the  Suspicions  and  the  Frowns 
of  the  Government. 

His  Nurfling-Colony  was  yet  in  the  Cradle,  while 
it  was  thus  deferted  j  confequently  ftood  in  need  of 
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all  Expedients  to  facilitate  its  Growth,  and  all  Pre- 
fervatives  againft  Diforders. 

Diforders  it  adtually  fell  into,  which  are  ftill  to  be 
traced  in  the  Minutes  of  their  Affemblies, —  One 
More  in  particular,  we  find  impeached  by  the  Al- 
fembly  before  the  Provincial  Council,  of  Mifde- 
meanor  in  ten  feveral  Articles,  and,  in  a  Letter  to 
the  Proprietary  figned  by  John  JVhite ,  Speaker,  re- 
prefented  as  an  afpiring  and  corrupt  Minifter  of  State. 

We  find  the  Affembly  and  Provincial  Council  at 
Variance  about  their  reipedtive  Powers  and  Privileges : 
What  is  more  extraordinary  ftill,  we  find  the  Propri¬ 
etary,  in  1686,  requiring  and  enjoy ning  his  faid 
Commiflioners  to  difiolve  the  Frame  of  Government 
by  his  late  Charter  conftituted  ;  And  they  not  being 
able  to  carry  this  Point,  we  find,  in  December  1688, 
a  Deputy -Governor  appointed,  Captain  John  Black - 
well ,  who,  like  a  pradtifed  Man,  fet  out  with  endea¬ 
vouring  to  fow  Diffentions  among  the  Freemen,  and 
by  making  fuch  a  Dilplay  of  the  proprietary  Power 
as  might  awe  the  Majority  into  proprietary  Mea- 
fures. 

Thus  JohnF/hite^  the  former  Speaker,  who  figned 
the  Letter  from  the  Affembly  to  Mr.  Penn  concern¬ 
ing  the  Mifdemeanors  of  More ,  was  no  looner  re1 
turned  for  the  County  of  Newcafile^  than  he  was 
thrown  into  Prifon,  and  by  Violence  wrefted  out  of 
the  Elands  of  the  Affembly  after  he  had  been  brought 
up  to  Philadelphia  by  Habeas  Corpus. —  The  laid  Go¬ 
vernor  alfo  finding  that  the  faid  Affembly  was  not  of 
the  proprietary  Completion,  and  that  they  were 
difpofed  to  open  the  Seffion  with  a  Dilcuftion  of 
Grievances,  found  Pretences  for  feveral  Days  to  evade 
giving  them  Audience,  all  either  frivolous  or  ground- 
lefs  ;  and  in  the  mean  Time  left  no  Stone  unturned, 
to  temper  the  Council  to  his  own  Mind;  and  then  by 
their  Concurrence  to  make  a  luitable  Impreftion  upon 
the  Affembly. 

The  Affembly,  however,  not  only  retained  their 
Firmnefs,  but  alfo  took  Care  to  leave  the  two  fol- 
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lowing  Memorials  of  it  in  their  Minutes.  To 
Wit, 

May  14.  £c  That  whereas  this  Affembly  have  at- 
<c  tended  here  for  feveral  Days,  and  have  fent  feveral 
e‘  Meflfengers  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  appointed 
“  to  confer  with  the  Members  of  AfTembly  according 
“  to  Charter:  And  whereas  the  faid  Mefiengers  have 
“  given  this  Houfe  to  underftand,  That  they  were 
“  anfwered  by  the  Governor,  That  there  was  not  a 
£C  full  Council  to  receive  them  :  And,  whereas  this 
“  Houfe  being  well  allured,  that  there  is,  and  has 
£{  been,  for  thefe  two  Days  laft  paft,  a  competent 
“  Number  of  Members  in  Town,  ready  to  yield 
“  their  Attendance,  yet  feveral  of  the  faid  Members 
£C  have  not  been  hitherto  permitted  to  fit  in  Council, 

“  to  the  great  Detriment  and  Grievance  of  the  Coun- 
£t  try  :  Therefore,  we  defire,  that  thefe  Grievances 
£C  may  be  fpeedily  redrefled,  and  our  Liberties  invio- 
£C  lably  preserved.” 

May  15.  “  That  no  Perfon  who  is  commillionated 
££  or  appointed  by  the  Governor  to  receive  the  Go- 
“  vernor’s  Fines,  Forfeitures  or  Revenues  whatfo- 
£C  ever,  fhall  fit  in  Judgment  in  any  Court  of  Judi- 
“  cature  within  this  Government,  in  any  Matter  or 
“  Caufe  whatfoever,  where  a  Fine  or  Forfeiture  fhall  . 
“  or  may  accrue  to  the  Governor.” 

On  the  laft  of  thefe  two  Days,  and  previous  to  the 
laft  of  thefe  Votes,  the  Governor  at  length  favoured 
them  with  the  Meeting  defired  •,  and  thereat  made  a 
Speech  in  which  are  the  following  remarkable  Para¬ 
graphs  :  viz. 

“  I  fuppofe  you  have  been  formerly  acquainted 
cc  with  the  Reafons  and  Necefiity  of  the  Proprietary’s 
<£  abfenting  himfelf  fo  long  from  you  as  till  the  late 
<c  Revolutions  in  England  •,  he  hath  frequently  evi- 
4<  denced  his  ftrong  Defire  above  all  Things  to  be 
<c  reftored  to  you  :  What  hath  hindered  of  late,  we 
£‘  have  from  the  divers  Reports  of  Things  tranfadled 
£fi  in  England ,  which  require  we  fhould  wait  for  their 
£<  being  rendered  more  certain ;  and,  in  the  mean 

“  Time, 


Capt.  Blackwell,  Dep. Governor.  21 

ts  Time,  ftrive  in  our  Prayers,  that  the  Lord,  who 
«  governs  this  Univerfe,  will  do  it  in  his  Wifdom 
«  and  Good-will,  towards  all  his  fuffering  People, 

“  and  ourfelves  in  particular. 

“  I  fuppofe,  Gentlemen,  you  expeCted  fome  Bills 
“  fliould  have  been  fent  down  to  you  from  the  Pro- 
«  vincial  Council,  for  your  Confideration,  before 
“  your  coming  up  and  palling  them  into  Laws  at  this 
“  Meeting.  Divers  Reafons  might  be  why  none 
«  were  j  I  fhall  acquaint  you  with  fome  of  them  : 

<£  viz.  * 

1.  The  honourable  Proprietary,  for  Reafons 
tc  known  to  himfelf,  hath  given  pofitive  Directions 
«  for  letting  all  the  Laws  drop  or  fall,  except  the 
“  Fundamentals ,  and  afterwards  for  calling  together 
«  the  Legifiative  Authority,  to  pafs  fuch  of  them, 
«  or  others,  as  they  fnould  fee  fit  for  the  Future  ; 
“  which  is  my  full  Intention  to  do. 

«  2.  The  honourable  Proprietary,  being,  by  his 
u  Patent  from  the  King,  authorifed  by  himfelf,  his 
«  Heirs,  fcfr.  with  Confent  of  the  Freemen,  to 
“  make,  and  under  his  Seal  to  publilh,  neceffary 
“  Laws  for  the  Good  of  the  People*,  which  had  never 
“  been  done  with  all  requifite  Circumftances,  whilft 
«  himfelf  was  here ;  and  without  which,  I  much 
“  doubt,  whether  what  were  paffed,  or  fhould  here- 
<c  after  be  paffed,  have  that  due  Sanction  or  Eftablilh- 
ment  which  Laws  require:  And  finding  the  Great 
<e  Seal,  under  which  they  (hould  pafs,  was  not  to  be 
«  had,  the  Keeper  thereof  refufing  to  allow  the 
<c  Ufe  of  it  in  any  Cafes  by  my  Direction,  I  there- 
“  fore  looked  upon  it  as  Labour  in  vain  to  attempt 
“  it. 

<c  The  prefent  Pofture  and  Alteration  of  Affairs 
“  in  England ;  the  Uncertainty  touching  the  Condi- 
“  tion  of  the  Proprietary  himfelf,  and  his  Power  5 
“  and  the  Fears  of  what  Dangers  might  enfue,  as 
“  well  to  him  as  ourfelves,  in  paffing  and  confirm- 
c<  ing  Laws  of  fuch  a  Nature,  as  would  have  been 

C  3  “  approved 


22 


An  Wji.orical  REVIEW ,  See. 

“  approved  of  in  this  Conjuncture  of  Affairs,  for- 
44  bad  it. 

44  4.  The  Animofities  and  Diffentions  which  were 
44  here  amongfl  you  before  I  came,  and  have  been 
/  44  lately  revived  amongfl  the  Members  of  the  Pro- 
44  vincial  Council,  by  the  Endeavours  of  fome,"as  to 
44  their  Proceedings  in  that  Service,  hindered  their 

Agreement  in  Council,  as  to  doing  any  Thing ; 

44  infomuch  as  I  was  conflrained,  for  Love  and  Peace 
44  Sake,  upon  that  and  the  other  foregoing  Confidera- 
C£  tions,  to  difmifs  them  from  further  Attendance  on 
44  that  Account. 

4;  5.  An  Expedient  occurred  to  me,  of  lefs  Danger 
44  to  us  all  :  viz.  That  I,  being  by  my  Commif&on, 

46  as  aforefaid,  referred  for  my  Rule  and  Inflrudtions 
44  to  the  Laws  then  in  being,  and  which  had  been, 

44  as  well  by  the  Proprietary  as  People,  approved 
44  and  owned  as  fuch,  whilft  he  was  amongfl  you 
44  here,  and  obferving  that  he  had  referved  the  Con- 
44  firmation  and  Difannulling  of  what  Laws  fhould 
44  be  made  in  his  Abfence,  to  himfelf;  fo  that  if 
44  any  were  or  fhould  be  propofed,  they  could  not 
44  take  Effect  among  ua.as  Laws,  till  his  Pleafure 
44  fhould  be  therein  declared  ;  I  came  to  a  Refolu- 
44  tion  within  myfelf,  of  obferving  them  in  the 
44  Courfe  of  my  Government,  as  fo  many  Rules  and 
44  Inflrudlions  given  me  by  my  Mafler,  as  far  as  I 
<s  fhould  find  and  judge  them  not  contrary  to  the 
44  Laws  of  England ,  and  in  fupplying  the  Want  or 
44  Defedt  in  your  Laws  by  the  Laws  of  England , 

44  which  I  believe  will  be  .moft  grateful  to  our  Su- 
44  periors  in  England ,  efpecially  at  this  Time  v  and 
44  will  be  as  ufeful  amongfl  ourfelves,  there  being  no 
44  other  Way  occurring  to  my  Underflanding  where- 
44  by  you  may  receive  the  Benefit  of  them  :  And  in 
44  this  Purpofe  I  remain  ready,  unlefs  you  fhould 
44  otherwife  advife,  until  by  better  Information  out 
s;  of  England,  we  fnall  be  led  out  of  thefe  State  Me-  . 
44  anders.” 

The 
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The  Afifembly  anfwered,  among  other  Things,  as 
follows :  viz. 

“  We  heartily  wifh  that  thy  Defign  in  coming 
“  hither,  with  all  imaginable  Helped  to  our  Governor 
“  and  Inhabitants  here,  may  be  purfued  accordingly 
“  with  fuitable  Meafures  •,  and  we  cannot  but  have 
«*  that  Opinion  of  our  worthy  Governor’s  tender  Re- 
“  gard  to  the  People  here,  that  as  he  will  juftify  no 
ce  unbecoming  Behaviour  in  us  towards  his  Repre- 
“  Tentative,  To  we  hope  he  will  vindicate  no  unlawful 
“  or  rigid  Procedure  againft  us.  As  to  our  Gover- 
“  nor’s  Abfence,  we  are  very  fenfible  that,  as  it  may 
“  be  to  his  Difappointment,  To  it  is  extremely  to  our 
«  Prejudice.— We  were  in  Expectation  of  receiving 
“  Bills  from  thee  and  the  Council  as  formerly,  to 
“  the  Reafon  thou  art  pleafed  to  give  why  none  are 
“  Tent,  That  the  Proprietary  and  Governor  hath 
“  given  Directions  for  letting  all  the  Laws  drop  or 
“  fall,  we  are  credibly  informed,  that  afterwards  he 
“  was  well  pleafed  they  fhould  ftand  ;  and  all  the 
“  Laws  made  here  fince  his  Departure,  were  fent 
“  for  his  Perufal,  and  none  of  them,  to  our  Know- 
“  ledge,  in  the  leaft  declared  void  by  him  ;  neither 
ts  do  we  conceive  that  he  hath  any  Reafon  fo  to 
“  do. 

“  As  to  the  Eftablifliment  of  Law's,  we  expected 
“  nor  aimed  at  any  higher  Sanction  than  was  ufed 
“  in  the  Governor’s  Time ;  but  in  cafe  Bills  had 
“  been  prepared  and  promulgated  according  to  Char- 
ei  ter,  and  had  paifed  by  us  into  Laws,  and  the 
tc  Great  Seal  had  been  neceffary,  and  the  fame  duly 
tc  required  to  be  applied  to  the  laid  Laws,  and  the 
Keeper  refufed  the  fame,  then  we  might  juftiy 
“  blame  fuch  Refufal :  But  as  to  the  Way  thou  men- 
<c  tions.  That  our  Proprietary  and  Governor  is  au- 
“  thorifed  by  himfelf,  and  with  Confent  of  the 
<c  Freemen,  to  make  Laws,  and  under  his  Seal  to 
“  publifli  them,  and  not  in  the  granted  Way  of  the 
“  Charter  and  Aft  of  Settlement ;  as  we  do  not  defire, 
“  fo  our  Hopes  are,  that  no  Laws  of  that  Make 

'  C  A  “  Will 
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“  will  be  impofed  upon  us.  And  had  we  made 
tc  Laws  at  this  Time,  as  formerly,  we  queftion  not 
“  but  that  they  had  been  as  inoffenfive  in  the  prefent 
“  Conjun&ure,  as  afore.  And  we  do  conceive, 
“  that  our  Laws  here,  not  being  declared  or  adjudged 
“  by  the  King  under  his  Privy  Seal  to  be  void,  do 
“  remain  and  ftand  in  full  Force,  according  to  the 
true  Intent  and  Meaning  thereof. 

“  As  for  the  Charge  ol  Animofities  and  Diflen- 
“  tions  amongft  us  before  thy  coming  here,  it  is  fo 
“  general,  that  we  can  make  no  other  Anfwer  than 
‘£  that  in  Matters-  of  Government,  our  Apprehen- 
<e  fions  were  otherwife,  the  End  of  good  Govern- 
*(  ment  being  anfwered,  in  that  Power  was  fupported 
“  in  Reverence  with  the  People,  and  the  People 
“  were  fecured  from  the  Abufe  of  Power  ;  but  for 
£c  what  thou  mentions  to  have  been  renewed  fince 
“  amongft  the  Members  of  Council,  we  leave  them 
to  anfwer. 

<c  As  to  the  Expedient  propofed,  of  thy  governing 
“  this  Province  and  Territories,  by  fuch  of  the  Laws 
“  as  were  made  before  our  Proprietary  and  Governor 
“  went  hence,  which  thou  lhalt  judge  not  contrary 
“  to  the  Laws  of  England ,  we  conceive  no  fuch  Expe- 
<£  dient  can  be  confident  with  our  Conftitution, 
“  without  the  Concurrence  of  the  Council,  according 
“  to  fuch  Methods  as  have  been  heretofore  ufed  in 
“  Legiflature,  and  what  Courfe  of  Government  is 
“  otherwife,  will  be  ungrateful  and  uncertain  to 
“  us,  for  how  far  the  Law's  of  England  are  to  be 
*c  our  Rules,  is  declared  by  the  King’s  Letters  Pa- 
<c  tents. 

“  As  to  thy  a  during  us,  thy  juft  Compliance  with 
<c  us,  in  what  we  may  reafonably  defire,  we  take  it 
“  kindly,  and  do  defire  that  our  Members  of  Council 
“  may  be  permitted  to  fit,  according  to  our  former 
Requeft.” 

The  Governor  finding  himfelf  thus  fteadily  op- 
pofed,  had  Recourfe  to  another  Piece  of  Practice, 
which  was  to  prevail  on  certain  Members  to  with¬ 
draw 
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draw  themfelves  from  the  Houfe  :  The  Houfe,  on 
the  other  Hand,  voted  this  to  be  a  Treachery,  and 
farther  prepared  and  prefented  the  following  Requeft 
to  the  Governor  :  viz. 

t  1  .  1  ' 

££  To  the  Governor  and  Council,  fitting  at  Philadel- 
“  -phiay  the  twentieth  Day  of  the  third  Month , 
*£  1689. 

££  We  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
“  Pennfylvania ,  and  Territories  thereof,  in  Aflembly 
“  met,  being  much  difappointed  in  our  Expectation 
“  in  not  finding  any  Bills  prepared  and  promulgated 
“  by  you  for  a  further  Concurrence  :  And  perceiving 
££  three  Members  duly  elected  to  ferve  in  Council  (in 
“  whofe  Wifdom  and  Faithfulnefs  we  much  confide) 
£C  too  long  kept  out :  And  that  a  Member  of  our 
“  own,  is  treated  with  great  Rigour  and  Severity  in 
£C  the  Time  of  Aflembly,  and  not  allowed  to  be  with 
“  us,  though  moft  of  us  have  known  him  to  have 
“  been  ferviceable  therein  thefe  feveral  Years :  We 
“  (being  under  a  Strait  in  thefe  Confiderations)  do 
££  requeft  your  tender  Regard  of  our  Grievances 
“  already  prefented,  and  of  our  Anfwer  prefented  to 
£C  the  Governor  in  Council,  to  his  Speech  delivered  to 
“  us  there ;  and  we  do  defire,  you  do  not  go  to 
££  difmifs  us  until  we  are  received,  and  righted  in  our 
££  juft  Complaints :  And  that  we  be  not  difcouraged 
££  in  charging  before  the  Provincial  Council,  fuch 
££  Perfons  or  Members  whom  we  can  with  great 
££  Probability  make  appear  to  be  ill  Minifters  and 
££  chief  Authors  of  the  prefent  Arbitrarinefs  in  Go- 
“  vernment ;  and  who  are  Men  unworthy,  as  we 
££  conceive,  to  be  much  confulted  with,  and  unfit 
££  to  be  chief  Magiftrates. — What  we  purpofe  to 
£C  do  herein,  fhall  be  orderly,  fpeedily,  and  within 
£C  Bounds.” 

It  does  not  appear  that  this  Requeft  met  with  any 
Regard,  or  that  the  Proprietary  Intereft  gained  any 

Ground 
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Ground  in  the  Affemblies  held  the  two  fubfequent 
Years :  And,  in  the  Year  1693,  the  King  and  Queen 
affumed  the  Government  of  the  Colony  into  their  own 
Hands;  under  what  Pretext,  in  Virtue  of  what  Ma-, 
nagement,  whether  to  gratify  any  Difpleafure  con¬ 
ceived  againft  Mr.  Penn ,  or  in  Concert  with  him,  is 
not  fpecified. 

Colonel  Fletcher  was  appointed  Governor  of  New- 
York  and  Pennfyhania  by  one  and  the  fame  Commif- 
fion,  with  equal  Powers  and  Prerogatives  in  both  Pro¬ 
vinces  ;  as  if  there  was  no  fuch  Thing  as  a  Charter 
extant. 

This  Commiffion  of  his  was,  alfo,  accompanied 
with  a  Letter  from  the  Queen,  counterfigned  Not¬ 
tingham,  requiring  him,  as  Governor  of  Pennfyhania, 
to  fend  fuch  Aid  or  Affiftance,  in  Men  or  otherwife, 
for  the  Security  of  the  Province  of  New-York  againft 
the  Attempts  of  the  French  and  Indians ,  as  the  Con¬ 
dition  of  the  faid  Colony  would  permit,  as  if  the 
Good-Will  of  the  Freemen  was  no  longer  worth  men¬ 
tioning. 

To  the  Affembly,  however,  this  royal  Vifiter 
thought  fit  to  communicate  both  his  Commiffion 
and  her  Majefty’s  faid  Letter.  But  then  it  was  an 
Affembly  widely  different  from  that  appointed  by 
their  Charter.  Inftead  of  fix  Members  for  each  of 
the  fix  Counties,  thofe  of  Philadelphia  and  Newcajlle 
were  reduced  to  four  each,  and  the  Reft  to  three : 
Difference  fixteen  :  And,  as  an  A<ft  of  Grace,  his 
Excellency  difpenfed  with  the  Oaths  of  fuch  as  made 
it  a  Point  of  Confcience  not  to  fwear  ;  and  accepted  a 
vvritten  Profeffion  and  Declaration  of  Allegiance 
before  eftablifhed  in  their  Stead.  Whether  fo  ftrana;e 
an  Innovation  was  openly  and  fpecially  complained 
of  or  not,  the  Affembly  had  neverthelefs  the  Spirit 
to  open  their  Seffion  with  the  following  Refolution, 
which  paffed  Nem.  Con.  “  That  the  Laws  of  this 
“  Province  that  were  in  Force  and  Practice  before 

the  Arrival  of  this  prefent  Governor,  are  ftill  in 

“  Force  : 
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<«  Force  :  And  that  the  Affembly  have  a  Right  hum- 
«  bly  to  move  the  Governor  for  a  Continuation  or 
“  Confirmation  of  the  fame.” 

They  alfo  interwove  this  Vote  of  theirs  in  their  Ad- 
dr  efs  to  him,  and,  not  unartfully,  introduc’d  it  un¬ 
der  the  Umbrage  of  an  Jnfinuation,  that  the  King 
and  Queen  had  thought  fit  to  appoint  him  to.be  their 
Governor,  becaufe  of  the  Jbfence  of  their  Proprietary; 
but  deriv’d  no  Benefit  from  it :  For  the  Governor 
bluntly  told  them,  “  He  was  forry  to  find  their  De- 
c‘  fires  grounded  upon  fo  great  Miftakes.”  Adding 
thefe  emphatical  Exprefiions,  “The  Abfence  of  the 
«  Proprietary  is  the  leaft  Caufe  mention’d  in  their 
“  Majefty’s  Letters  Patent,  for  their  Majefties  af- 
“  ferting  their  undoubted  Right  of  governing  their 
“  Subjects  in  this  Province.  There  are  Reafops  of 
greater  Moment  :  As  the  Negledfs  and  Mifcarria- 
“  ges  in  the  late  Adminiftration  ;  the  Want  of  necef- 
“  fary  Defence  againft  the  Enemy  ;  the  Danger  of 
“  [the  Province  muff  be  underflood]  being  loft  from 
«  the  Crown. — The  Conflitution  of  their  Majefties 
“  Government  and  that  of  Mr.  Paw’s  are  in  dire# 
“  Oppofition  one  to  the  other  :  If  you  will  be  tenaci- 
“  ous  in  ftickling  for  this,  it  is  a  plain  Demonftrati- 
“  on,  ufe  what  Words  you  pleafe,  that,  indeed, 
“  you  decline  the  other.” 

The  Afiembly  again,  not  to  be  wanting  in  Du¬ 
ty  to  the  King  and  Queen,  nor  Confiftency  to  them- 
felves,  admitted  their  Majefties  Right  of  Govern¬ 
ment  to  be  indubitable  ;  but  would  not  allow  t'nem- 
felves  to  be  under  any  Miftake  in  Relation  to  the 
Proprietary’s  Abfence.  “  And  to  the  other  Reafons 
«  render’d,  (faid  they  in  their  Remonftrance)  for  the 
“  fuperfeding  our  Proprietary’s  Governancy,  we  ap- 
“  prehend  [they]  are  founded  on  Mifinformations ; 
“  for  the  Courts  of  Juftice  were  open  in  all  Counties 
“  in  this  Government,  and  Juftice  duly  executed 
“  from  the  higheft  Crimes  of  Treafon  and  Murder 
“  to  the  determining  the  loweft  Difference  about 
V  Property,  before  the  Date  or  arrival  of  the  Go- 

“  vernor’s 
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ct  vernor’s  Commiffion.  Neither  do  we  apprehend, 
*e  that  the  Province  was  in  Danger  of  being  loft  from 
6t  the  Crown,  although  the  Government  was  in  the 
“  Hands  of  fome  whofe  Principles  are  not  for  War. 
e<  And  we  conceive,  that  the  prefent  Governancy  hath 


ct  at  prefent  fuperfedes  that  of  our  faid  Proprietary  : 
*e  Neverthelefs  we  readily  own  thee  for  our  lawful 
“  Governor,  faving  to  ourfelves  and  thofe  whom  we 


“  reprefent,  our  and  their  juft  Rights  and  Privi- 
Ci  leges.” 


Proceeding  then  to  Bufinefs,  they  voted  a  Sup¬ 
ply  ;  but  inclin’d  to  have  their  Laws  confirm’d  and 
their  Grievances  redrefs’d  firft :  Accordingly,  they 
fent  up  a  Committee  of  ten,  with  the  Book  of  their 
Laws  to  the  Governor  for  his  Acceptance  and  Rati¬ 
fication  :  And,  after  a  long  Debate  between  him,  af- 
fifted  by  five  of  his  Council,  and  them,  which  was 
terminated  on  his  Side  fomewhat  equivocally,  he  fent 
two  of  the  faid  Council  to  afiure  the  Houfe,  in  his 
Name,  of  his  Confirmation  of  all  the  faid  Laws  (ex¬ 
cepting  one  relating  to  Shipwrecks)  during  the  King’s 
Pleafure  :  For  which  they  thought  proper  to  return 
him  a  Vote  of  Thanks. 

Nor  is  it  much  to  be  wonder’d  at,  that  Men  taken 
by  Surprize  out  of  the  Hands  of  their  Friend  the  Pro¬ 
prietary,  and  expos’d  at  once  to  a  Wreftling-Match 
with  the  Crown,  which  they  had  never  had  any  im¬ 
mediate  Tranfa&ions  with  before,  fhould  fubmit  to 
hold  their  Liberties  by  Courtefy,  rather  than  incur 
the  leaft  Rifque  of  not  holding  them  at  all. 

There  was,  however,  a  Party  among  them,  who 
having  drawn  up  a  Petition  of  Right,  claiming  and 
defiring  the  Ufe  and  Benefit  of  two  hundred  and  three 
Laws  therein  fpecify’d,  as  in  all  Refpetts  confonant 
to  their  Charter,  and  none  of  them  annull’d  by  the 
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Crowm  in  Confequence  of  the  Power  referv’d  to  the 
Sovereign  >  would  hear  of  Abatement  j  and  who 
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had  Credit  enough  with  the  Aflembly  to  obtain  the 
fending  a  Meflage  to  the  Governor,  fignifying,  “  that 
“  it  was  the  Senfe  and  Expectation  of  the  Aflembly, 
“  that  Aggrievances  ought  to  be  redrels’d  before  any 
tl  Bill  of  Supply  ought  to  pafs.” 

And  here  their  Hearts  fail’d  them  : — For  the  Go¬ 
vernor  having  return’d  the  Bill  fent  up  with  the  Mef- 
fage  which  he  had  propos’d  Amendments  to,  with¬ 
out  any  Specification  of  what  thofe  Amendments 
were  to  be,  with  the  following  Anfwer,  “  that  the 
<c  Aflembly  Ihould  have  no  Account  of  the  Amend- 
“  ments  of  the  Bill,  till  they  came  in  a  full  Houfe 
“  before  him  to  give  the  laft  Sanction  to  the  Laws,” 
— and  farther,  “  That  he  faw  nothing  would  do  but 
te  an  Annexion  to  New-Tork the  Menace  carry’d 
the  Supply. 

When  the  Bill  for  granting  it  was  however  fent  up, 
they  not  only  fent  up  the  Roll  of  their  Laws  with  it, 
but  alfo  gave  that  Part  of  their  Order  the  firft  Place 
in  their  Books. 

They  further  <c  Refolved,  nem.  con.  that  all  Bills 
<c  fent  to  the  Governor  and  Council  in  order  to  be 
“  amended,  ought  to  be  return’d  to  this  Houfe,  to 
“  have  their  farther  Approbation  upon  fuch  Amend- 
‘£  ments,  before  they  can  have  their  final  Aflent  to 
“  pafs  into  Laws.” 

And  tho’  they  did  not  join  with  their  Committee 
of  ten  in  the  following  Paper,  they  fuffer’d  it  to  be 
enter’d  in  their  Books,  by  way  of  Proteft  on  their 
Behalf.  To  wit, 

“  We  whofe  Names  are  hereunto  fubfcrib’d,  Re- 
tc  prefentatives  of  the  Freemen  of  this  Province  in 
“  Aflembly,  do  declare,  it  is  the  undoubted  Right 
“  of  this  Houfe  to  receive  back  from  the  Governor 
“  and  Council  all  fuch  Bills  as  are  fent  up  for  their 
tc  Approbation  or  Amendments :  And  that  it  is  as 
“  neceflfary  to  know  the  Amendments,  and  debate  the 
“  fame,  as  the  Body  of  the  Bills  :  And  that  the  De- 
<c  nial  of  that  Right  is  DeftruCtive  to  the  Freedom 
“  of  making  Laws.  And  we  alfo  declare,  it  is  the 

“  Right 
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Right  of  the  Affembly,  that,  before  any  Bill  for 
44  Supplies  be  prefented  for  the  laft  Sanction  of  a 
44  Law,  Aggrievances  ought  to  be  redrefs’d.  There- 
44  fore,  we,  with  Pratefiation  (fkving  our  juft  Rights 
44  in  Affembly )  do  declare,  that  the  Affent  of  fuch  of 
cc  us,  as  were  for  fending  up  the  Bill  this  Morning, 

44  was  merely  in  Confideration  of  the  Governor’s 
44  fpeedy  Departure,  but  that  it  fhould  not  be  drawn 
44  into  Example  or  Precedent  for  the  future.  David 
44  Lloyd  ” c. 

And  concerning  this  whole  Period,  we  find  the 
Freemen  in  Affembly  met  for  the  Year  1704,  thus 
farther  expoftulating  with  their  Proprietary  in  the 
Remonftrance  already  more  than  once  referr’d  to. 
To  wit,  44  But  what  thou  and  they  (the  five  commif- 
44  fioners  of  State)  could  not  effed  in  that  Behalf,  was 
44  perform’d  by  Col.  Fletcher  in  the  Year  1693,  and 
44  then  we  were  brought  under  the  immediate  Direc- 
44  tion  of  the  Crown,  but  with  Commands  for  him  to 
44  govern  us  by  the  Laws  of  the  Country.  And  al- 
44  though  both  the  Laws  and  Charter  had  been  long 
44  before  tranfmitted  to  thee,  in  order  to  get  the  late 
44  King’s  (James)  Approbation  thereof,  which  we 
44  infilled  upon,  and  urg’d  that  they  were  Laws  till 
44  dffapprov’d,  yet  thou  having  fent  no  Accourht 
44  whether  they  were  approv’d  or.  not,  we  were  forc’d 
44  to  comply  with  him,  and  accept  of  fuch  as  he 
44  pleas’d  :  But  the  Charter  he  totally  rejeded.” 

Before  he  fet  out  for  New-Tork ,  he  did  however 
give  a  written  Sandion  to  the  Laws  requir’d  :  And 
The  next  Year’s  Affembly  prov’d  notwithftanding 
to  be  of  the  fame  Leven  with  the  laft. 

This  Affembly  had  been  fummon’d  by  the  Writs 
of  the  Lieutenant  Governor  ( Markham )  and  when 
met  in  a  Humour  to  flare  and  redrefs  the  Grievan¬ 
ces  of  the  Colony,  found  themfelves  precluded  from 
admg  by  an  Order  from  Fletcher  for  their  Adjourn-  < 

merit.  ^  I 

That,  therefore,  they  might  make  the  mofl  of  , 
two  Days,  they  appointed  a  Committee  of  Grievan¬ 
ces  ; 
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ces ;  and  having  receiv’d  their  Report,  agreed  upon 
a  Remonftrance  to  the  Governor  thereon,  containing 
a  Complaint  of  their  being  fent  for  only  to  be  dif- 
mifs’d  ;  averting  the  Right  of  the  Houfe  to  adjourn 
themfelves ;  and  among  feveral  other  Particulars,  cal¬ 
ling  upon  the  Governor  fo  to  exert  his  Power  and 
Authority,  that  Cafes  determin’d  by  Juries  mio-ht 
not  be  unduly  voided  by  Determinations  in  Equity; 
that  to  prevent  arbitrary  Affeflments  and  the  Diffatif- 
fadion  they  gave  rife  to,  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace 
might  confult  with,  and  be  dire&ed  by  the  Approba¬ 
tion  of  the  feveral  Grand  Juries;  and  that  the  Mo¬ 
ney  rais’d  by  the  laft  Aflembly  might  be  properly  ap- 
ply’d  and  properly  accounted  for  to  the  prefent  at 
their  next  Sitting. 

Their  Right  of  adjourning  themfelves  having  been 
admitted,  they  met  accordingly  toward  the  End  of 

the  next  Month. - Governor  Fletcher  was  by  this 

Time  return’d  to  them  in  Perfon  ;  and  in  the  open¬ 
ing  of  his  Speech,  made  them  a  handfome  Apology 
for  not  nv.  eting  them  before  ;  urging  the  Necefiity^f 
a  fudden  Journey  to  Albany ,  to  endeavour  at  reclaim¬ 
ing  the  Five  Nations  of  Indians ,  hitherto  the  Allies 
of  England ,  but  now  confederated  with  the  Governor 
of  Canada  againft  us. — Said  he  had  brought  the  Pa¬ 
pers  which  pats’u  at  the  Conference  along  with  him 
lor  their  Satisfaction  :  1  hat  their  Indians  would  be 
next  forc’d  into  the  fame  fatal  Confederacy  :  That 
he  had  feen  with  his  Eyes,  a  large  Trad  of  cultivated 
.Land  about  Albany ,  which  had  been  abandoned  by 
the  Inhabitants,  rather  thro’  the  Unkiridnefs  of  their 
| Neighbours  in  refufing  them  Afiiftance,  than  by  the 
‘force  of  the  Enemy:  Pray’d,  that  thofe  who  fhut 
f heir  Eyes  againfl  a  diftant  Danger,  might  not  find 
it  at  their  own  Doors :  Extolled  the  two  Provinces  of 
Jerfey  for  the  Aids  they  had  fent:  And  concluded 
thus,  “  Gentlemen ,  I  confider  your  Principles,  that 
j“  you  will  not  carry  Arms,  nor  levy  Money  to  make 
j<{  War,  tho’  for  your  own  Defence  ;  yet  I  hope  you 
will  not  ref ufe  to  feed  the  Hungry  and  cloath  the 

‘  ‘  Naked : 
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“  Naked  :  My  Meaning  is  to  fupply  thofe  Indian 
46  Nations  with  fuch  Neceflfaries  as  may  influence 
tc  them  to  a  Continuance  of  their  Friendffiip  to  thefe 
tC  Provinces.— And  now,  Gentlemen,  if  you  will 
<£  confider  wherein  I  may  be  ufeful  to  you,  accord^ 

44  ing  to  the  Tenor  of  my  Com  million,  in  redref- 
ling  your  Grievances,  if  you  have  any,  you  fhall 
«  find  me  ready  to  aft  by  the  Rules  of  Loyalty,  with 
46  a  true  Regard  to  Liberty  and  Property.” 

What  appears  to  have  been  mofl  remarkable  in  this 
Seflion  was  a  Difpute  between  the  Governor  and  the 
Houfe  about  a  Money  Bill  :  He  alledging  it  was  in- 
confiflent  with  his  Truft  to  pafs  the  Bill,  becaufe  they 
had  named  Collectors  therein,  which  feemed  to  de¬ 
rogate  from  the  Confidence  repofed  in  the  King’s 
Officer  appointed  to  collect  the  laft  Tax  •,  and  infill¬ 
ing  upon  fome  Anfwer  to  the  Queen’s  Letter,  before 
he  came  to  a  final  Refolution  concerning  it.  And 
they  at  once  adhering  to  their  Bill,  and  defiring  it 
might  not  be  rejected  on  the  fir  ft  of  thofe  Accounts  : 
Since  they  could  net  but  afifert  their  undoubted  Right 
to  appropriate  as  well  as  raife  Money,  agreeable  to 
the  Privileges  heretofore  granted  them,  the  Practice 
in  England  as  well  as  in  that  and  alfo  in  fome  of  the 
neighbouring  Colonies.  And  that  as  to  the  Receiv¬ 
er,  when  their  Appropriations  had  been  anfwer’d,  he 
was  to  difpofe  of  the  Remainder  as  the  Governor  and 
Council  fhould  order. - 

The  Governor  ftill  prefs’d  for  their  Anfwer  to  her 
Majefty,  inftead  of  giving  them  the  Satisfaction  de- 
fir’d  :  And  the  faid  Anfwer  proving  to  be  a  Remon- 
ftrance,  he  diflfolv’d  them. 

Of  tfie  next  Seflions  the  Accounts  are  extremely 
imperfect.  We  find,  indeed,  by  a  Courfe  of  Mi¬ 
nutes,  That  a  joint  Committee  of  the  Council,  at 
the  Requifition  of  the  Governor,  had  feveral  Meet¬ 
ings,  to  confider  of  the  Queen’s  Letter,  the  Gover¬ 
nor’s  Demands  thereon  in  his  Speech,  and  an  Aft  of 
Settlement :  That  an  Anfwer  to  his  Speech  was 
drawn  up  and  fent  to  the  Governor,  together  with 
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an  Ad  of  Settlement :  That  the  Meffengers  on  their 
Return,  reported,  they  had  delivered  both,  and  were 
told  the  Governor  and  Council  had  no  farther  Bufi- 
nefs  at  prefent :  And  that  after  feveral  Adjournments, 
being  met  in  Committee*  and  in  high  Debate,  their 
Attendance  was  required  by  the  Governor  in  order  to 
diflolve  them. 

That  the  Demands  made  upon  them,  in  Virtue  of 
the  Queen’s  Letter,  were  the  Subject  of  thefe  Debates, 
is  more  than  probable :  And  if  lo,  it  will  follow,  tnat 
their  v/ant  of  Will  or  Power  to  comply  with  them 
was  the  Caufe  of  their  Diffolution. 

In  the  Year  1696,  being  the  next  Year  following, 
1 Viarkham,  once  the  Proprietary’s  Secretary  and  Clerk 
of  the  Council,  and  of  late  Lieutenant  Governor,  fum- 
mon’d  the  next  Affembly  as  Lieutenant  to  the  Pro¬ 
prietary  now  reinftated  in  the  Government  :  And  at 
their  Meeting,  recommended  Governor  Fletcher’ s 
Speech  at  the  opening  of  the  A few -Fork  Afiembly, 
thereby  to  excite  the  Charity  of  Penfylvania ,  in  reliev¬ 
ing  the  poor  Indians ,  whofe  Corn  and  Provifions  had 
been  deftroyed  by  the  French  :  And  the  Senfe  of  the 
Houfe  upon  it  was,  by  way  of'Mtflage,  thus  com¬ 
municated. 

“  Whereas  the  Governor  has  been  pleafed  to  con- 
“  vene  us,  by  his  Writs,  altho’  not  in  the  *  Form 
“  of  our  Charter,  as  we  could  defire,  we  have  obey’d 

the  fame,  and  confider’d  what  he  has  laid  before 
“  us,  viz.  An  Anfwer  to  the  late  Queen’s  Letter, 
<c  and  our  Proprietary’s  Promife,  upon  his  Reftora- 
**  tion  to  his  Government ;  and  are  heartily  and  una- 
««  nimoufiy  willing  and  ready  to  perform  our  Duty 
“  therein,  fo  far  as  in  us  lies,  if  the  Governor  would 
“  be  pleafed  to  fettle  us  in  our  former  Conftitutions, 
“  enjoy’d  by  us  before  this  Government  was  com- 
“  mitted  to  Governor  Fletcher’ s  Truft.” 

This  was  followed,  on  the  Governor’s  Part,  with  a 
Demand  of  Money  as  before,  for  the  Relief  of  the 

*  They  had  been  ifiued  upon  IUtcho’%  Plan  before  fpecify’J. 
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Indians:  And  the  Afiembly  chufing  to  take  Care  of 
the  Provincial  Conftitution  firft,  requir’d  the  Gover¬ 
nor  to  appoint  a  Committee  of  the  Council  to  join 
with  a  Committee  of  the  Aflembly  for  that  Purpofe. 
Such  a  joint  Committee  was  appointed  accordingly  ; 
who  agreed  in  recommending  this  Expedient,  “That 
“  the  Governor  at  the  Requeft  of  the  Afiembly 
“  would  be  pleafed  to  pals  an  A 6b  [of  Settlement 
“  muft  be  underfloodj  with  a  Salvo  to  the  Proprie- 
“  tary  and  People  •,  and  that  he  would  alfo  ifiue  out 
“  his  Writs  for  chufing  a  lull  Number  of  Reprefen- 
“  tatives  on  the  ioth  of  March  next  enfuing,  to 
“  lerve  in  Provincial  Council  and  Afiembly  accord- 
“  ing  to  Charter,  until  the  Proprietary’s  Pleafure 
“  fhould  be  known  therein  ;  and  that  if  the  Proprie- 
“  tary  fhould  difapprove  the  fame,  that  then  the  Paid 
“  Act  fhould  be  void,  and  no  ways  prejudicial  to  him 
“  or  the  People  in  Relation  to  the  Validity  or  Inva- 
“  lidity  of  the  faid  Charter.” 

To  this  Expedient  the  Houfe  unanimoufly  agreed. 
A  Bill  of  Settlement,  and  a  Money  Bill,  were  there¬ 
upon  order’d  and  prepar’d  •,  and  after  fome  Tempe¬ 
rament,  reported,  agreed  to,  and  pafifed. 

The  Money  Bill  was  for  railing  300  I.  for  fup- 
port  of  Government,  and  relieving  the  diftrefs’d 
Indians. 

In  the  A 61  of  Settlement,  the  Rotation  Principle 
was  wholly  dropt.  Eledtions  both  of  Council  and 
Afiembly  were  to  be  annual  and  certain  :  i  he  Time 
of  Eledhon,  March  10th  :  The  Time  of  Sitting,  May 
the  ioth:  The  Members  of  Council  for  each  County 
two,  for  the  Aflembly  four  :  They  were  to  be  of  the 
moft  Note  for  Virtue,  Wifdom  and  Ability,  an  i  o- 
therwife  qualify’d  in  Point  of  Fortune  and  RefiJency. 
In  the  Governor  or  his  Deputy,  and  the  faid  AT-, 
fembly  and  Council,  the  Government  was  plac’d. 
The  Governor  or  his  Deputy  was  to  prefide  in 
Council ;  but  at  no  Time  perform  any  Adt  of  Stare 
whatfoever,  but  by  and  with  the  Advice  and  Con- 

fen  t  cf  the  Council,  or  a  Majority  thereof: - - 

That 
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Thar  two  thirds  were  to  be  a  Quorum  in  the  upper 
Walk  of  Bufinefs,  and  one  third  in  the  lower  : 
Thar  the  Affembly  fhould  have  Power  to  propofe 
Bills  as  well  as  the  Council :  That  both  might  con¬ 
fer  on  fuch  as  either  of  them  fhould  propofe  :  That 
fuch  as  the  Governor  in  Council  gave  his  Confent  to, 
fhould  be  Laws :  That  the  Stile  of  thofe  Laws  fhould 
be,  By  the  Governor,  with  the  A  (Tent  and  the  Ap¬ 
probation  of  the  Freemen  in  General  Affembly  met : 
That  Duplicates  thereof  fhould  be  tranfmitted  to  the 
King’s  Council,  according  to  the  late  King’s  Patent : 
That  the  Affembly  fhould  fit  on  their  own  Adjourn¬ 
ments  and  Committees,  and  continue  to  prepare  and 
propofe  Bills,  redrefs  Grievances,  impeach  Criminals, 
&c.  till  difmifs’d  by  the  Governor  and  Council  ;  and 
to  remain  during  the  Year  liable  to  ferve  upon  his 
and  their  Summons :  Should  be  allow’d  Wages  and 
travelling  Charges  :  Two  thirds  to  make  a  Quorum : 
All  Queftions  to  be  decided  by  a  Majority  :  Affirma¬ 
tions  to  be  admitted  in  all  Courts,  &c.  inftead  of 
Oaths,  where  requir’d  :  All  Perfons  in  Poffefficn  of 
Lands  by  Purchafe  or  otherwife  under  any  legal  or 
equitable  Claim,  fo  to  continue :  Sheriffs  and  their 
Subflitutes  to  give  Security  for  Office  Behaviour  : 
Eiedtions  were  to  be  free,  regular,  incorrupt,  &c. 
no  Member  being  permitted  to  ferve  without  Wages, 
or  for  lefs  Wages  than  by  this  A 61  appointed,  &c. 
Neither  the  Form  or  Effedl  of  this  A6t  was  to  be  di- 
miniffi’d  or  alter’d  in  any  Part  or  Claufe  thereof, 
contrary  to  the  true  Intent  or  Meaning  thereof,  with¬ 
out  the  Confent  of  the  Governor  and  fix  Parts  in  fe- 
ven  of  the  Freemen  in  Council  and  Affembly  met  : 
jit  was  to  continue  and  be  in  Force  till  the  Proprieta¬ 
ry  fhould  by  Tome  Inftrument  under  his  Hand  and 
‘Seal  fignify  his  Pleafure  to  the  contrary  :  And  it  was 
|prpvided,  that  neither  this  A 61  nor  any  o  her  fhould 
preclude  or  debar  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province 
and  Territories  from  claiming,  having  and  enjoying 
(any  of  the  Rights,  Privileges  and  Immunities,  which 
(the  laid  Proprietary  for  himfclf,  his  Heirs  and  Af- 
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figns,  did  formerly  grant,  or  which  of  Right  did  be¬ 
long  unto  them  the  faid  Inhabitants  by  Virtue  of  any  j 
Law,  Charter,  or  Grant  whatfoever,  any  Thing  j 
therein  contain’d  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding.  :  :fl 

A  new  Application  from  Governor  Fletcher  for 
faither  Affiftance,  and  the  Report  of  a  Committee  of 
the  Affembly  to  whom  it  was  referred  (urging  the  In-  i 
fancy.  Poverty,  and  incumber’d  State  of  the  Colony  I 
in  Excufe  for  Non-compliance)  together  with  an  Adt 
for  ratifying  and  confirming  the  Adts  and  Proceed-fs 
ings  of  the  laft  Year’s  Affembly  by  fome  Perfons 
queftion’d  and  mifreprefented,  are  all  the  Remains  of 
what  pafs’d  in  the  Affembly  of  1697.  \ 

Nor  does  any  Thing  material  occur  in  the  Years  I 
1698,  1699,  till  the  Arrival  of  the  Proprietary  frorn|| 
England . 

January  25th,  1699-700,  the  Affembly  being  con¬ 
ven’d  for  the  fecond  Time,  was  told  by  the  Proprieta¬ 
ry  in  Perfon,  that  he  had  fo  conven’d  them  chiefly  to 
reinforce  the  former  Laws  5  or  by  a  new  Law  more 
rigoroufly  to  difeourage  Piracy  and  forbidden  Trade  ; 
Mifdemeanors  which  he  faid  had  expos’d  the  Govern¬ 
ment  to  much  Odium  at  home,  which  he  had  been 
much  prefs’d  by  his  Superiors  to  corredt,  and  which 
he,  therefore,  preft  moft  concernedly  upon  them. 

Both  thefe  Points  were  immediately  referr’d  to 
the  Confideration  of  two  feveral  Committees  *,  and 
one  of  their  own  Members,  Son-in-law  of  their  late 
Lieutenant  Governor  Markham ,  proving  to  be  the 
moft  obnoxious  Perfon  on  the  firft  of  thefe  Ac¬ 
counts,  they  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  commit  him,  till 
fatisfy’d  by  the  Governor  that  he  had  given  fuffi- 
cient  Security  fkr  his  Appearance  to  anfwer  what 
Complaints  ftiould  be  brought  againft  him. 

They  alfo  took  Care  to  purge  themfelves  on  the 
Head  of  forbidden  or  illicite  Trade,  which  appears 
to  have  been  done  in  fo  effedtual  a  Manner,  that  the 
Governor  himfelf  could  not  avoid  co-operating  with 
the  Council  in  their  Jollification.  To  prove  which, 

his 
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his  Anfwer  to  their  feveral  Addreffes  (concerning  a 
i  fit  Perfon  to  be  Provincial  Treafurer;  Cautions  to 
avoid  Confufion  in  the  next  Election,  which  was  to 
be  on  a  new  Modell,  as  alfo  the  Expediency  of  the 
Advice  and  Confent  of  the  Council  and  Affembly 
I  j  thereon ;  and  falfe  Information  fent  to  England  a- 
gainft  them)  here  inferted  will  be  fuffocient.  To 
wit, 

“  Firft,  as  to  the  Receiver  or  Treafurer,  that  he 
would  confider  of  it,  and  would  take  Care  to  pleafe 
all  by  his  Choice  of  a  fit  Perfon :  As  to  their  Ad- 
drefs  to  avoid  Confufion  in  the  next  Election, 
that  he  confented  to  the  Requeft  of  the  Houfe,  and 
I  order’d  by  general  Confent  of  Council  and  Afiem- 
bly.  Minutes  to  be  made  in  both  :  That,  at  the  next 
Ele&ion,  three  fhould  be  chofen  for  Council  in  each 
County,  and  fix  for  Affembly  ;  the  Eledtion  to  be 
i  on  the  ufual  Day  ;  but  referving  to  himfelf  the  Spe¬ 
cification  of  the  Term  the  former  were  to  ferve  for, 
which  was  to  be  exprefs’d  in  the  Writ :  And  that  as 
to  the  other  Point  of  falfe  Information  fent  againft 
:  the  Colony  to  England ,  the  unfeafonable  Time  of 
I  the  Year  would  not  fuffer  the  Merits  of  the  Cafe  to 
be  thoroughly  difcufs’d,  but  that  all  the  Reprefen-r 
tatives  both  of  Council  and  Affembly,  had  agreed 
in  drawing  up  fome  general  Defence  for  the  pre- 
i  fent/’ 

And  before  their  Separation  it  was  drawn  up  and 
prefented  to  the  Governor  accordingly. 

The  next  General  Affembly  met  at  the  ufual  Time, 
and  was  in  every  refpedl  an  extraordinary  one  :  Ex¬ 
traordinary  for  the  Number  of  Members  fuperadded 
in  the  Manner  juft  recited  :  Extraordinary  for  an  oc- 
cafional  Law  they  pafs’d  at  the  Inftance  of  the  Go¬ 
vernor  and  Council,  to  prolong  the  prefent  Seffions 
beyond  the  Time  limited  by  Charter  :  And  extraordin¬ 
ary  for  the  Debates  concerning  another  new  Frame 
5  of  Government,  which  continu’d  thro’  the  whole 
Courfe  of  it,  without  producing  any  fatisfa&ory  Tern- 
I :  cerament  at  laft. 
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Found  intradable,  after  a  Month’s  Pradice,  they 
were  difiolv’d  ;  and  in  Ohlober  following,  a  new  Af- 
fembly  was  fummon’d  :  Not  as  before  to  confift  of 
thirty  fix  Members,  but  of  twenty  four;  that  is  to 
fay,  four  in  Head  of  fix  for  each  County. 

The  Place  of  Meeting  was  alfo  different :  For  in- 
ftead  of  Affembling  as  ufual  at  Philadelphia ,  the 
Members  were  conven’d  to  Eewcajile  ;  perhaps  only 
ro  gratify  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Territories,  at  a 
Time  when  extraordinary  Demands  were  to  be  made 
upon  them  for  the  Gratification  of  the  Proprietary- 
Governor. 

At  the  opening  of  this  Aflembly,  the  Governor 
faid,  he  had  call’d  them  upon  urgent  Occafions  ; 
that  they  were  in  Want  of  a  Frame  of  Govern¬ 
ment  ;  a  Body  of  Laws  ;  a  Settlement  of  Property  ; 
and  a  Supply  for  the  Support  of  Government :  Ad¬ 
ding,  that  he  would  give  them  all  the  Affiftance  in 
his  Power. 

With  the  Body  of  Lav/s  they  began,  and  made  a 
confiderable  Progrefs  in  the  Work  :  But  the  Frame 
of  Government  again  met  with  as  many  Difficulties 
as  before. — The  Conditions  of  Union  between  the 
Province  and  the  Territories ,  in  particular,  had  like  to 
have  produc’d  an  immediate  Separation:  And  the 
Difpute  which  arofe  concerning  equal  Privileges  or 
equal  Voices  in  the  Reprefentative,  could  be  no  o- 
therwife  compromis’d  than  by  referring  the  Jfifue  to  the 
next  General  Aflembly. 

The  Points  which  more  immediately  concern’d 
both  Branches  of  the  Legiflature,  were  the  Settle¬ 
ment  of  Property  and  the  Supply.  In  the  latter  the  Go¬ 
vernor  himfelf  was  deeply  intereffced,  and  almoft  eve¬ 
ry  Landholder  of  the  Colony  in  the  former.  Thefe, 
therefore,  were  to  be  firft  difpatched  ;  and,  accord¬ 
ingly,  a  Bill  for  the  efledfual  Eftabliffiment  and  Con¬ 
firmation  of  the  Freeholders  of  both  Parts  of  the  li¬ 
nked  Colony,  their  Heirs  and  Affigns,  in  their  Lands 
and  Tenements  ;  together  with  two  others;  one  for 
fading  of  One  Penny  per  Pound,  and  fix  Shillings 
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of  a  Wildernefs  was  all  his  Ambition  ;  as  if  his  Pur- 
pofe  had  been  to  ftay  with  them  always,  or  at  leaft 
till  he  could  render  every  Body  fafe  and  eafy  :  Said 
his  Heart  was  with  them,  whatever  iome  People 
might  pleafe  to  think  ;  that  no  Unkindnefs  or  Difap- 
pointment  fhould,  with  Submiflion  to  God’s  Provi¬ 
dence,  ever  be  able  to  alter  his  Love  to  the  Country, 
and  his  Refolution  to  return  and  fettle  his  Family  and 
Pofterity  in  it,  &c.  “  Think,  therefore,  (continued 
he  in  the  mod  captivating  Stile  and  Manner  that 
ever  was  made  ufe  of)  fince  all  Men  are  mortal,  of 
fome  fuitable  Expedient  and  Provifion  for  your 
Safety  as  well  as  in  your  Privileges  as  Property, 
and  you  will  find  me  ready  to  comply  with  what- 
foever  may  render  us  happy  by  a  nearer  Union  of 
our  Interefts.  Review  again  your  Laws  !  Propofe 
new  ones  that  may  better  your  Circumftances  ;  and 
what  you  do,  do  it  quickly !  Remembering  that 
the  Parliament  Jits  the  End  of  the  next  Month,  and 
that  the  fooner  I  am  there,  the  fafer  I  hope  we  fha.il 
all  be  here.” 

He  then  return’d  to  the  350 1.  Sterling,  demanded 
by  the  King  :  imparted  to  them  the  happy  Ifiue  of 
Col.  Fletcher’s  Conferences  with  the  five  Nations ; 
and  again  recommended  Unanimity  and  Difpatch, 
fince  it  might  contribute  to  theDifappointmentof  thofe 
who  had  long  fought  the  Ruin  of  their  young 
Country. 

The  A  fiembly  return’d  a  fhort  but  affe&ionate  arid 
refpebtful  Anfwer  j  after  which  they  prefented  an  Ad- 
d refs  to  him,  confiding  of  twenty  one  Articles.  The 
firft  defiring,  That,  on  his  Departure  for  England , 
due  Care  be  taken,  he  might  be  reprclented  there  by 
Perfons  of  Integrity  and  confiderable  known  Eftates, 
who  might  have  full  Power  and  Authority  not  only  to 
grant  and  confirm  Lands,  Sec.  but  to  compenfate 
port  and  refume  ever  Meafure. — The  fecond,  That 
he  would  grant  them  fuch  an  Inftrument  as  might 
abfolutely  fecure  and  defend  the  Freemen  of  the  Pro¬ 
vince,  by  them  reprclented,  in  their  Eftates  and  Pro¬ 
perties, 
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perries,  from  himfelf,  his  Heirs  and  Affigns  forever, 
or  any  claiming  under  him,  them,  or  any  of  them 
asalfo  to  clear  all  Indian  Purchafes  and  others. — And 
the  laft,  That  the  Bill  of  Property,  pafs’d  at  New - 
cajtle ,  might  be  inferted  in  the  Charter,  with  fuch 
Amendments  as  fhould  be  agreed  on. 

To  each  of  the  whole  twenty-one  he  return’d  a  fpe- 
cial  Anfwer  ;  and  to  the  three  recited,  thofe  that 
follow.  “  To  the  firft ;  I  fhali  appoint  thofe  in  whom 
I  can  confide,  whofe  Powers  fhali  be  fufficient  and 
c  publick  for  the  Security  of  all  concern’d-,  and  I 
hope  they  fhali  be  of  honed  Character  without  juft 
“  Exception,  to  do  that  which  is  right  between  you 
“  and  me.”  f’Tis  ftrange  the  Crown  fhould  not  be 
fo  much  as  mention’d]  “To  the  fecond  :  Much  of 
“  it  is  included  in  my  Anfwer  to  the  firft  :  However, 
“  I  am  whiling  to  execute  a  public  Inftrument  or 
“  Charter  to  fecure  you  in  your  Properties  according 
“  to  Purchafe  and  the  Law  of  Property  made  lately 
“  at  New~Cafile ,  excepting  fome  Corrections  and 
“  Amendments  abfolutely  neceflfary  therein.  And 
“  to  the  laft,  I  agree  that  the  Law  of  Property 
“  made  at  New-Caftle  fhali  be  inferted  in  the  Charter 
“  with  requifite  Amendments.” 

How  fhort  thefe  Exprefiions  fell  of  his  Speech  is 
obvious.  Nor  is  it  any  Honour  to  himfelf  or  his 
Laws,  that  the  latter  flood  in  need  of  fo  many  A- 
mendments ;  and  that  the  Freemen  found  Reafon  to 
think  they  could  not  take  too  many  Precautions  to 
fecure  themfelves  againft  him. 

To  thefe  Anfwers  of  the  Governor,  the  Anembly 
return’d  as  many  Replies ;  moft  of  them  expreffing 
their  Acceptance  and  Acknowledgments :  And  the 
Matter  of  the  firft  being  at  all  Times  equally  reafona- 
ble,  deferves  to  be  particularly  remember’d,  to  wit, 
“  That  the  Commiffioners  thou  art  pleafed  to  pror 
“  mife,  be  invefted  with  full  and  complete  Power ,  and 
“  be  oblig’d  by  fome  Claufe  in  the  Commiftion  to 
act  without  Refufal  or  Delay,  according  to  the  full 
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“  and  public  Powers  thereof;  and  that  it  would  pleafe' 

“  thee  to  nominate  the  Perfons  to  the  Afifembly.” 

The  Governor,  on  the  other  hand,  whether  out  of 
Artifice  or  Complaifance  is  hard  to  fay,  would  have 
induc’d  them  to  name  his  Subftitute  themfelves :  Put, 
they  as  artificially  or  complaifantly  excus’d  them- 
ielves;  laying,  They  did  not  pretend  to  the  Know¬ 
ledge  necefTury  for  fuch  a  Nomination,  and  that  they 
de fir’d  to  leave  it  to  the  Governor’s  Pleaftire. 

While  the  Charter  of  Privileges  was  under  Con¬ 
federation,  the  late  Breach  between  the  Members  of 
the  Province  and  thofe  of  the  Territory  was  again 
open’d,  and  foon  grew  wider  than  ever. 

The  Territory  Men  were  for  obtaining  fome  Powers 
or  Rights  peculiarly  favourable  to  themfelves  ;  which 
the  others  thinking  unreafonable,  were  not  willing  to 
allow  :  And  not  being  able  to  carry  their  Point,  the 
Members  for  the  Territory  left  the  Houfe. 

d  he  Proprietary  interpos’d  his  Authority  to  bring 
about  an  Accommodation  ;  and  for  the  prefent  pre¬ 
vail’d.- — But  the  fame  Spirit  of  A  imofity  {fill  re- 
m  fin’d  ;  and  what  with  the  Hurry  the  Governor  was 
in  to  fet  fail,  and  what  with  the  warm  Difpute  which 
arofe  between  him  and  the  AiTembly  concerning  the 
Allowance  to  be  made  to  fuch  as  had  defective  Mea¬ 
sure  in  their  Lands,  the  Remainder  of  a  Seffion,  fo 
plaufibly  open’d,  and  in  which  the  Conditution  was 
to  be  finally  fettled,  was  four’d  with  Expoftulations 
and  Reproaches  even  to  the  laft  Moment  of  it*  And 
the  Governor  and  his  Freemen  at  laft  parted  like  People 
who  were  equally  glad,  they  had  made  fo  much  of, 
and  were  now  to  be  feparated  from,  each  other. 

And  thus  the  Courfe  of  Time  has  brought  us  to 
that  Frame  or  Syftem  which,  in  Subordination  to  the  ‘ 
royal  Charter,  is,  at  prefent,  the  Rule  of  Government 
in  Pennfylvania. 

In  May,  i  700,  the  former  had  been  furrender’d  into 
the  Hands  of  the  Governor,  by  fix  Parts  in  feven  of 
the  AiTembly,  under  a  folcmn  Promifeof  Reftitutio'n, 

with 
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with  fuch  Alterations  and  Amendments  as  fhould  be 
found  neceffary. 

On  the  28th  of  Ottcber,  1701,  when  the  Governor 
was  fo  near  his  Departure  that  it  might  almoft  be  laid 
he  had  one  Foot  on  board,  this  Fromiie  was  made 
I  «ood  ;  the  Council,  the  Affembly,  (the  Provincial 
Fart  of  it,  that  is  to  fay)  and  feveral  of  the  principal 
I  Inhabitants  of  Philadelphia  attending. 

The  Charter  of  Privileges  granted  bv  I  Vi  .  Ham  x  enn, 
Efq;  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Penfylvania^  and  territo¬ 
ries,  this  important  Infcrument  is  call  d  :  And^the 
main  Purport  of  it  is  as  follows.  To  wit.  “  i  hat 
bee au fe  no  People  could  be  truly  happy,  tho’  under 
the  greateft  Enjoyment  of  civil  Liberties,  if  aoiidg 
of  the  Freedom  of  their  Confidences  as  to  their  reli¬ 
gious  Profeffion  and  Worlhip,  no  Inhabitant,  con- 
kffing  and  acknowledging  one  Almighty  God ,  and 
profefling  himfelf  oblig’d  to  live  quiet  y  unaer  tm 
civil  Government,  fhould  be  in  any  ca:e  m  defied  or 
prejudic’d  in  Perlon  or  Efiate.  I  hat  ad  Peifons 
1  profeffing  to  believe  in  Jefus  Chrift  the  Saviour  of  the 
World,  promifing,  when  requir’d,  Allegiance  to  the 
jj  King,  and  taking  certain  Attefts  by  a  certain 
provincial  Law  provided,  fhould  be  capable  to  ferve 
1  the  Government  either  legiflatively  or  executively  .  ■ 
That  an  Affembly  fhould  be  yearly  chofen  by  the  free¬ 
men,  to  cor, fill  of  four  Perfons  out  of  each  .County, 
of  mo  ft  Note  for  Virtue,  Wifdom ,  and  Ability or  ot 
a  ore  ate  r  Number,  if  the  Governor  and  Affembly 
fhould  fo  agree,  upon  the  frit  of  October  forever,  and 
fhould  fit  "on  the  14th  following,  with  Power  to 
chufe  a  Speaker  and  other  their  Officers,  to  be  judges 
of  the  Qualifications  and  Elections  of  their  own 
Members,  fit  upon  their  own  Adjournments,  appoint 
Committees,  prepare  Bills,  impeach  Criminals,  and 
redrefs  Grievances,  with  all  other  Powers  and  i;i~ 

,  vile^es  of  an  Affembly,  according  to  the  Rights  of 
the  'Preebcrn  Subjects  of  England,  and  tne  Cuuoms 
obferv’d  in  any  of  the  King’s  Plantations  in  America  : 

_ That  two  thirds  of  the  Freemen  fo  chofen  fhould 

—  have 
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have  the  full  Power  of  the  whole  : — That  the  faid 
Freemen  in  each  refpective  County,  at  the  Time  and 
Place  of  meeting  for  electing  Reprefentatives,  might 
chufe  a  double  Number  of  Perfons  to  prefent  to  the 
Governor  for  Sheriffs  and  Coroners,  to  ferve  for  three 
Years  if  fo  long  they  fhould  behave  themfelves  well, 
out  of  whom  the  Governor  was  to  nominate  one  for 
each  Office,  provided  his  Nomination  was  made  the 
third  Day  after  Preferment,  otherwife  the  Perfon  firft 
named  to  ferve;  and  in  cafe  of  Death  or  Default,  the 
Governor  to  fupply  the  Vacancy  : — That  three  Per¬ 
fons  fhould  be  nominated  by  the  Juftices  of  the  re- 
fpe&ive  Counties,  out  of  whom  the  Governor  was  to 
fdect  one  to  ferve  for  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  within  ten 
Days,  or  otherwife  the  Place  to  be  fill’d  by  the  firft 
fo  nominated —  That  the  Laws  of  the  Government 
fhould  be  in  this  Stile,  viz.  By  the  Governor ,  with 
the  Confent  and  Approbation  of  the  Freemen  in  General 
Affembly  met : — That  all  Criminals  fhould  have  the 
fame  Privileges  of  WitnelTes  and  Council  as  their 
Profecutors  :  — That  no  Perfon  fhould  be  oblig’d 
to  an  five  r  any  Complaint,  Matter  or  Thing  whatfo- 
ever,  relating  to  Property ,  before  the  Governor  and 
Council,  or  in  any  other  Place  but  in  ordinary  Courfe 
of  Juftice,  unlefs  in  Appeals  according  to  Law :  — 
That  the  Eftates  of  Suicides  fhould  not  be  forfeited  :  — 
That  no  A  <51,  Law,  or  Ordinance  whatfoever  fhould 
at  any  Time  hereafter  be  made  or  done  to  alter, 
change  or  diminiffi  the  Form  or  Effect  of  this  Char¬ 
ter,  or  of  any  Part  or  Claufe  therein,  according  to  the 
true  Intent  and  Meaning  thereof,  without  the  Conr 
lent  of  the  Governor  for  the  Time  being,  and  fix  Parts 
in  feven  of  the  Affembly  met :  — That  the  firfi  Arti¬ 
cle  relating  to  Liberty  of  Confidence  fhould  be  kept 
and  remain  without  any  Alteration  inviolably  for 
ever:  —That  the  faid  William  Penn ,  for  himfelf,  his 
Heirs  and  Affigns,  did  thereby  folemnly  declare,  grant 
and  confirm,  that  neither  he,  his  Heirs  or  Affigns, 
fhould  procure  or  do  any  Thing  or  Things  whereby 
the  Liberties  in  this  Charter  contain’d  and  exprefs’d, 
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nor  any  Part  thereof,  fhould  be  infringed  or  broken  5 
and,  that  if  any  Thing  fhould  be  procured  and  done 
by  any  Perfon  or  Perfons  contrary  thereto,  it  fhould 
be  held  of  no  Force  or  Effedt.” 

Thus,  tho’  much  remained  of  the  firft  Inftitution, 
much  was  taken  away.— The  People  had  no  longer 
the  Eledtion  of  the  Council ;  confequently  all  who, 
for  the  Future,  were  to  ferve  in  that  Capacity,  were 
to  be  nominated  by  the  Governor,  confequently  were 
to  ferve  on  what  Terms  he  pleafed. — Inftead  of  hav¬ 
ing  but  three  Voices  in  feventy-two,  he  was  left  Engle 
in  the  Executive,  and  at  Liberty  to  reft  rain  the  Le- 
giflative  by  refufing  his  Affent  to  their  Bills  whenever 
he  thought  fit. 

On  the  other  Hand,  the  Affembly,  who  at  firft: 
could  not  propound  Laws,  tho’  they  might  amend  or 
rejedt  them,  were  put  in  Pofleffion  of  that  Privilege  : 
And,  upon  the  Whole,  there  was  much  more  Room 
for  Acknowledgments  than  Complaints. 

How  much  f'oever  the  Governor  had  grown  upon 
Mr.  Penn ,  and  how  much  foever  his  Concern  for 
others  had  worn  off  when  raifed  to  a  Sphere  above 
them,  it  is  plain  he  had  not  forgotten  his  own  Trial, 
nor  the  noble  Commentary  upon  MagnaCkarta ,  which, 
in  his  Tradt  called,  Fhe  Peoples  ancient  and  juft  Liber¬ 
ties  averted ,  he  had  upon  that  Occafion  made  public. 
Wherein  he  fays, 

<c  There  were  but  two  Sorts  of  Government: 
sc  Will  and  Power;  or,  Condition  and  ContradL 
“  That  the  firft:  was  a  Government  of  Men,  the  fe- 
“  cond  of  Laws.  That  Univerfal  Reafon  was  and 
“  ought  to  be,  among  rational  Beings,  Univerfai 
“  Law  :  That  of  Laws,  fome  were  fundamental  and 
“  immutable ;  fome  temporary,  made  for  prefent 
“  Convenience,  and  for  Convenience  to  be  changed  : 
<c  That  the  fundamental  Laws  of  England  were  of  all 
<c  Laws  moft  abhorrent  of  Will  and  PleTure :  And, 
4‘  that  till  Houfes  fhould  ftand  without  their  own  Foun - 
“  dationSy  and  Englifhmen  ceafed  to  he  Englifhmerr, 

«  they 
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iL  they  could  not  he  cancelled ,  nor  the  Subjetls  deprived  of 
“  the  Benefit  of  them” 

Such  as  it  was,  by  the  Freemen  of  the  Province  it 
was  thankfully  accepted,  but  by  thofe  of  the  Territory 
unanimoufly  declined  :  And  in  this  divided  Condi¬ 
tion  this  new  Lycurgus ,  as  Montefiquieu  calls  him,  left 
them. 

Andrew  Hamilton ,  Efq.  (not  the  celebrated  Bar- 
lifter  of  that  Name]  was  the  Perfon  appointed  to  be 
his  Subflitute.  And  the  principal  Effort  of  his  Ad- 
miniftration  was  to  bring  about  a  Re-Union  ;  which 
being  at  length  found  impracticable  (th zTerritory- 
Men  (till  perfiding  in  their  Refufal  of  the  Charter) 
the  Province ,  in  Virtue  of  that  Charter,  claimed  a 
feparate  Reprefcntative  of  their  own,  which  in  Point 
of  Number  was  fixed  at  eight  Members  for  each  of 
the  three  Counties,  and  two  for  the  City  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  now  fo  conftituted  by  the  Proprietary’s  fpecial 
Charter:  And  after  duly  qualifying  themfelves  ac¬ 
cording  to  Law,  their  ffrft  Refolution  was, 

“  That  the  Reprefentatives  or  Delegates  of  the 
<c  Freeholders  of  this  Province,  according  to  the 
“  Powers  granted  by  the  Proprietary  and  Governor 
“  by  his  Charter,  dated  the  eighth  Day  of  October , 

<c  Anno  Domini  1701,  may  meet  in  Affembly  on  the 

fourteenth  Day  of  October,  yearly,  at  Philadelphia , 

“  or  elfewhere,  as  (hall  be  appointed  by  the  Gover- 
“  nor  and  Council  for  the  Time  being,  and  fo  con- 
“  tinue  on  their  own  Adjournments  from  Time  to 
“  Time  during  the  Year  of  their  Service,  as  they 
“  final  1  find  Occafion,  or  think  fit,  for  preparing  of 
“  Bills,  debating  thereon,  and  voting,  in  Order  to 
“  their  being  palled  into  Laws  *,  appointing  Com- 
“  mittees,  red  re  filing  of  Grievances,  and  impeaching 
“  of  Criminals,  as  they  fhall  fee  meet,  in  as  ample 
“  Manner,  as  any  of  the  Affemblits  of  this  Province 
“  and  Territories  have  hitherto  at  any  Time  done, 

“  or  might  legally  do,  as  effectually,  to  all  Indents 
“  and  Purpofes,  as  any  of  the  neighbouring  Govern- 

“  ments 
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ments  under  the  Crown  of  England  have  Power  to 
do,  according  to  the  Rights  ond  Privileges  of  the 
freeborn  Subjects  of  England ,  keeping  to  the 
Rules  and  Prefcriptions  of  the  Parliament  of 
England ,  as  near  as  may  be,  refpect  ng  the  Infancy 
of  the  Government  and  the  Capacities  of  the  Peo- 
“  pie  :  And  that  the  laid  AfFembly,  as  often  as  the  Go- 
“  vernor  for  the  Time  being  fhall  require,  attend  on 
him,  in  Order  to  Legiftation  ;  and  to  anfwer  all 
other  juft  Ends  of  Affemblies  on  any  Emergen¬ 
cies  or  Reafons  of  State  ;  bur  fhall  not  be  fubject 
at  any  Time  to  be  by  him  adjourned,  prorogued,  or 
difiblved.” 

This  was  the  State  of  Things  when  John  Evans, 
Efq.  appointed  Deputy-Governor  on  the  Death  of 
Mr.  Hamilton ,  arrived  in  the  Province  in  the  Begin¬ 
ning  of  the  Year  1704. 

What  his  Commiftion  and  Inftrudtions  were  does 
not  appear.  But  having  convened  the  Reprefentatives 
both  of  the  Province  and  Territories  to  meet  him  at 
the  lame  Time  in  his  Council-Chamber,  he  affected 
to  be  furprized  at  finding  them  in  feparate  States ;  Paid 
her  Majefty  conhdered  them  as  one  entire  Govern¬ 
ment-,  and  earne.r  jy  preffed  them  both  to  come  to  an 
amicable  Agreement,  not  without  Infinuation,  That 
neither  of  them  would  otherwiie  be  in  a  Condition  to 
act  at  all. 

The  Provincials,  in  return,  intimated.  That  they 
fhouid  be  heartily  glad  of  a  farther  Union  with  the 
Territories  if  it  could  be  obtained  without  Prejudice 
to  their  Conflitutioo  or  to  theii  Charter:  Said,  Thofe 
of  the  Territory  had  been  t;.e  Occafion  of  infertmg 
that  Claufe  in  their  Charter  by  waich  they  had  been, 
enabled  to  act  lcparately  :  Made  Profdlions  of  fo 
much  Good-Will  and  good  Neighbourhood  as  might 
prevent  all  Inconveniences  from  their  Separation  : 
That  they  had  a  point'd  a  Committee  to  confer  with 
them,  &c. 

Conferences  were  accordingly  opened  between  the 
two  Houfes,  which  product d  t-vo  papers:  One  from 

the 
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the  Territory-Members,  not  over  ingenuous  in  its 
Contents,  offering  now  to  receive  the  Charter  they 
had  till  then  rejected,  and  to  co-operate  with  thofe  of 
the  Province:  And  the  other,  a  Reply  from  the  Pro¬ 
vincials,  charging  them  with  Inconfiftency,  and  de¬ 
claring,  That  feeing  they  were  by  their  formal  Re- 
fulal  neceffitated  to  form  themfelves  into  a  diftindt 
Affembly,  and  were  now  eftablifhed  accordingly,  it 
was  not  in  their  Power,  as  they  conceived,  without  a 
Violation  of  the  Charter  and  Truft  repofed  in  them, 
to  entertain  any  Expedient  to  reconcile  their  Requeft 
of  an  Union  with  thefaid  Charter,  &c. 

Thus  all  Negotiation  on  this  Head  came  to  an 
End,  and  the  Provincials  were  already  in  Difgrace 
with  their  new  Governor,  forfhewing  fo  little  Regard 
to  his  Recommendation. 

A  Bill  to  confirm  their  Charter,  and  fome  Proceed¬ 
ings  to  corredt  the  Exorbitances  of  the  proprietary 
Land-Office,  rendered  them  yet  farther  obnoxious  : 
And  they  all'o  were  in  their  Turns  exafperated  by  fome 
intemperate  Cenfures  paffed  on  their  Proceedings  by 
one  of  the  Governor’s  Council. 

Nor  was  this  all;  the  Bill  to  confirm  their  Charter, 
lAc.  was  fent  back  with  fuch  Amendments  as  appeared 
to  the  Houfe  deftrudtive  to  the  prefent  Conftitution, 
and  for  that  Reafon  drew  from  them  the  following 
unanimous  Refolutions,  and  Addrefs  founded  thereon. 
To  wit, 

“  Refolved,  That  what  is  propofed  for  Amend- 
tc  ment  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  Pages  of  the  Bill,  will 
“  render  the  faid  Charter  ufelefs  and  ineffedlual,  and 
,c  bring  an  Odium  upon  the  Proprietary,  who  granted 
“  this  inftead  of  other  Charters,  wherein  were  larger 
“  and  greater  Privileges  granted  to  the  firft  Adven- 
“  turers  and  Purchasers  of  Land  in  this  Province, 
“  which  they  expedted  (as  it  was  their  undoubted 
“  Right)  to  enjoy,  as  well  as  the  Lands  they  bought : 
“  Therefore  this  Houfe  cannot  admit  of  thofe  A- 
“  mendments  ;  becaufe  they  are  alfo  deftrudtive  to 
“  the  prefent  Conftitution,  by  which  the  Reprefenta- 
4.  “  tives 
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tlves  of  the  free  People  of  this  Province  are  now 
“  affembled,  and  are  refolved  to  afferc  and  main- 
“  tain. 

“  Refolved ,  That  the  Method  of  paffing  Bills  by 
“  the  Governor  fhould  be  adjufted  and  fettled  ;  but 
“  whether  the  Governor  thinks  fit  to  be  in  Coun- 
“  cil  or  not  at  the  palling  of  Bills,  is  fubmitted  to 
“  him. 

“  Refolved,  That  it  is  inconfiftent  with  the  late 
“  King’s  Letters  Patent,  and  thefaid  Charter  of  Pri- 
“  vileges,  that  the  Council  (as  now  chofen)  fhould 
“  have  a  Share  in  the  Legiflation,  unlefs  it  be  when 
“  the  Government  is  in  the  Council;  which  this 
“  Ho ufe  agrees  may  be  upon  the  Death  of  the  Go- 
“  vernor,  unlefs  other  Provifion  be  made  by  the 
“  Governor  in  chief;  and  that  a  Claufe  may  be  added 
“  to  the  faid  Bill  for  that  Purpofe.” 

“  To  John  Evans ,  Efq.  Lieutenant-Governor,  &c. 

"  The  Addrefs  of  the  Affembly  of  the  faid  Province, 
“  fitting  at  Philadelphia ,  the  twelfth  Day  of  Au~ 
“  gujl,  1704, 

“  In  all  humble  Manner  fheweth, 

That  this  Affembly,  having  taken  into  their 
ferious  Confideration  the  Matters  Yefterday  debated 
in  the  Conference,  relating  to  the  propofed  Amend¬ 
ments  to  the  Bill  intituled,  An  Adi,  for  removing 
a /id  pi  eventing  all  Ifuefions  and  Difputes  concerning 
“  the  evening  and  fitting  of  this  Affembly,  &c.  as 
‘‘  for  Confirmation  of  the  Charter  of  Privileges, 
do  find  nothing  advanced  that  can  reconcile  the 
faid  Amendments  to  the  Conftitution  of  our  Char¬ 
ter  ;  and  thereupon  do  come  to  this  Refolve,  That 
t  flumit  of  the  Power  of  Dilfolution,  or  Proroga- 
‘  tion  in  the  Governor,  will  manifeilly  deftroy  or 
frufl:ral.e  the  Eiedlions  fettled  bv  the  Charter,  which 
V  is  as  a  perpetual  Writ,  fupported  by  the  legiflative 
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44  Authority  of  this  Government,  and  will  make  War 
44  for  Elections  by  Writs  grounded  upon  a  Preroga- 
“  tive,  or  rather  a  Pre-eminenee,  which  the  Propri- 
44  etary  and  his  Deputy  are  by  Charter  debarred  to 
44  refume. 

44  But  to  take  off  the  Jealoufies  that  may  rife  upon 
64  that  Part  of  the  Charter  and  Bill,  which  impowers 
44  us  to  fit  upon  our  own  Adjournments,  we  are  will- 
44  ing  to  fettle  and  limit  the  Times  of  Adjournment 
44  and  Sitting  ,  and  in  order  thereunto  propofe  to  the 
44  Governor, 

44  That  a  Claufe  be  added  to  the  aforefaid  Bill, 
44  That  the  Time  of  the  Affembly’s  Sitting  from  the 
44  fourteenth  of  October ,  yearly,  fhall  not  exceed 
44  twenty  Days,  unlefs  the  Governor  for  the  Tim^ 
44  being  and  AfTembly  fhall  agree  to  a  longer  Time 
44  and  the  Adjournment  from  that  Time  fhall  not  be 
44  lefs  than  three  Months  ;  and  fo  for  every  Time  of 
44  fitting,  and  every  Adjournment  within  the  Yean, 
44  refpedively.’* 

'  •  ■  v  *  •  :  ,  .  ’  -  .  * 

The  Return  to  this  was  as  follows :  viz* 

•  ,  *  'M's  1 

44  From  the  Governor  in  Council  to  the  AITembfy» 

44  The  Governor,  upon  the  befl  Advice  he  can 
®4  have  upon  the  Point  of  Diffolution  and  Proroga- 
44  tion,  cannot  be  of  Opinion,  that  the  Proprietary 
44  has  granted  away  that  Power;  and  that  therefore 
44  it  is  very-  unfafe  for  him  to  do  it.  He  is  very  un- 
“  willing  to  have  any  Mifunderflanding  with  the 
44  AfTembly,  and  fhall  always  be  inclinable  to  make 
44  Things  eafy  in  this,  as  well  as  other  Points  ;  and 
,<-ft  defires  to  leave  it  till  further  Directions  can  be  had 
44  i\-orri England ,  to  which  he  thinks  it  is  fit  the  Matter 
44  fiiould  be  referred  :  And  in  the  Mean  Time  recom- 
44  mends  to  the  AfTembly,  to  proceed  to  the  Difpatcb 
44  of  fuch  other  Bufinefs  of  Importance  as  lies  before 
44  them,  and  the  Exigencies  of  the  Government 

44  necefiarily 
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<c  necefiarily  require;  and  to  which  the  Opportunity 
«6  now  prefented  to  them  ought  to  invite  and  encou- 
“  rage  them.5’ 

t 

And  this  was  the  Rejoinder  of  the  AfTembly.’ 

!£  To  John  Evans ,  Efq.  Lieutenant  Governor  &c4 
“  The  Addrefs  of  the  Reprefentatives,  &c, 
tc  Humbly  fheweth, 

“  That  we  have  taken  into  our  ferious  Confidera- 
cc  tion  thy  written  Meffage  Yefterday,  relating  to  the 
£c  Bill  for  Confirmation  of  the  Charter  of  Privi- 
“  leges,  &c. 

<c  And  fince  the  Points  of  DifTolution  and  Proro¬ 
gation  are  by  thee  afierted,  and  the  Power  of  this 
’e  AfTembly  to  fit  upon  their  own  Adjournments, 
firft  brought  into  Queftion  by  the  Council  in  OZ7<?- 
c  her  lad,  which  occafioned  us  to  proceed  thus  far  in 
explaining  and  fettling  our  Conflitution  by  Char- 
;  ter  ;  we  conceive  we  cannot  fafely  let  it  drop  at 
4  this  Time  (and  remain  difputable)  without  Viola¬ 
tion  of,  or  Injury  to,  our  faid  prefent  Conftitu- 
tion ;  and  confequently  it  will  not  be  fo  proper  to 
proceed  to  the  Difpatch  of  other  Affairs  of  Import¬ 
ance  before  us,  whilft  our  Foundation  remains  un- 
:|!  fettled. 

I  “  That  allowing  what  one  of  the  Members  of 
Council  who  came  with  the  Meffage  was  pleafed  to 
obferve  to  us.  That  the  Proprietary  had  not  given 
away  the  Power  of  DifTolution,  &V.  by  the  Char¬ 
ter  [in  exprefs  Words ]  yet  that  it  could  not  be  in¬ 
tended  to  be  referved  by  him,  Teems  evident  to  us 
for  the  following  Reafons  : 

“  Firft,  Becaufe  it  could  at  no  Time  be  put  in 
Practice,  without  fruftrating  the  very  Defign  of 
the  Grant,  That  we  jfhould  have  an  annual  Handing 
AfTembly. 
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44  Secondly ,-  That  whenever  a  Diflolution  fhould 
sc  happen,  the  Governor  not  being  capable  to  call  a 
“  new  One  by  Writ,  as  the  fame  Member  of  Council 
“  rightly  obferved,  the  remaining  Fart  of  that  Year 
“  the  Province  muft  be  deftitute  of  an  Afifembly, 

“  and  the  Governor  of  Power  to  call  one,  whatever 
“  Commands  from  the  Crown  or  other  extraordinary 
««  Occafions  may  happpen,  unlefs  (as  the  faid  Mem- 
“  ber  was  pleafed  to  obferve)  by  fome  fitch  Means 
“  as  would  need  the  Power  of  a  fubfequent  Affembly, 
«  to  confirm  all  that  they  fhould  have  Occafion  to 
46  aft  or  do. 

<c  Thirdly,  That  the  Proprietary,  in  the  Preamble 
41  of  this  prefent  Charter,  having  en  pleafed  to  re- 
44  member  and  acknowledge  his  Promife  made  to 
“  the  Affembly  upon  the  Delivery  of  the  former 
“  Charter,  that  he  would  either  reftore  us  that  or 
44  another  better  adapted  to  our  Circumftances : 
44  Therefore,  in  Affurance  of  his  good  and  fincere 
“  Intentions,  this  Charter  muft  be  fuch  an  one. 

44  Fourthly ,  By  the  former  Conftitution,  it  is  very 
“  plain  there  could  be  no  Diffolution  ;  becaufe  the 
44  fame  Members  of  Affembly,  and  no  others,,  were 
44  liable  to  be  called  at  any  Time  within  the  Year: 
44  And  in  many  Years  Experience,  no  Inconveniency 
“  found  to  arife  thereby  *  nor  was  that  any  contro¬ 
ls  verted  Point  between  the  Proprietary  and  the  Peo- 
pie,  for  the  rectifying  whereof  another  Charter  was 
“  thought  neceffary,  but  other  Matters  not  unknown 
“  to  fome  of  the  Council. 

44  Fifthly ,  andlaftly ,  As  a  clear  Proof  that  the  Prcr- 
44  prietary  never  intended  to  referve  the  Power  of 
44  Diffolution,  it  may  be  remembered,  that  at  the 
44  Clofe  of  the  Seflions  of  Affembly,  in  the  Year 
‘  iyo(,  when  the  Members  being  then  chofen  by 
44  Writs,  requetled  a  Diffolution,  the  Proprietary  an- 
4;  fwered.  He  would  not  do  it*,  nor  could  he  anfwer 
44  jc  to  the  Crown,  to  leave  the  Province  without  a 
4i  Handing  Affembly. 

44  Upon. 
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««  Upon  the  whole,  we  take  Leave  to  inform  thee, 
i  4£  that  fince  this  Afiembly  (having  long  waited  in  hopes 
«  of  the  palling  of  this,  with  other  Bills  lying  be-' 

|*«  fore  thee)  is  much  ftraitened  in  Time,  the  Seafon  of 
41  the  Year  urgently  calling  moil  of  the  Members 
44  from  their  Attendance  ;  and  confidering  the  Gover- 
“  nor’s  great  Indifpofition  is  an  Obftrudlion  of  Bu- 
44  fmefs  -,  and  that  another  Ele&ion  is  now  near  at 
“  Hand  •,  that  it  is  the  Inclination  and  Defire  of  this 
44  Houfe,  that  all  other  Bufinefs  might  be  waved  till 
44  the  Meeting  of  the  next  Afiembly  ;  and  that  in  the 
|“  mean  Time,  the  Governor  would  be  favourably 
44  pleafed  further  to  confider  the  aforelaid  Points.” 

Impelled  alfo  to  difcharge  their  Minds  in  full  to  the 
Proprietary  himfelf,  they  agreed,  Nem.  Con.  to  nine 
feveral  Heads  of  Complaint,  which  were  entered  in 
their  Minutes  as  follow,  to  wit , 

46  Firjl ,  That  the  Proprietary  at  the  firlt  fettling 
44  of  this  Province,  promifed  large  Privileges,  and 
14  granted  feveral  Charters  to  the  People  *,  but  by  his 

1“  Artifices  brought  them  all  at  his  Will  and  Plea- 
44  fure  to  defeat.  •  ’  - 

44  Secondly ,  That  Diffolution  and  Prorogation,  and 
44  calling  Afiemblies  by  his  Writs,  impowered  by  his 
44  Commifiion  to  his  prefent  Deputy,  and  his  Orders 
44  to  his  former  Deputies  and  Commifiioners  of 
44  State,  are  contrary  to  the  faid  Charters. 

“  Thirdly ,  That  he  has  had  great  Sums  of  Money 
44  lafl  Time  he  was  here,  for  negotiating  the  Confir- 
44  mation  of  our  Laws,  and  for  making  good  i  erms 
14  at  Home  for  the  People  of  this  Province,  and  eaic 
44  his  Friends  here  of  Oaths,  &c.  but  v/e  find  none 
44  of  our  Laws  are  confirmed,  nor  any  Relief  a- 
44  gainft  Oaths-,  but  an  Order  from  the  Queen  to  re- 
44  quire  Oaths  to  be  adminiftered,  whereby  the  ^ua~ 
44  kers  are  difabled  to  fit  in  Courts. 

44  Fourthly ,  That  there  has  been  no  Surveyor *Ge- 
1  44  neral  fince  Edward  Penninglon  & ied,  but  great  Abu- 
44  fes  by  Surveyors,  and  great  Extortions  by  them 
44  and  the  other  Officers  concerned  in  Property,  by 
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Reafon  of  the  Proprietary’s  refufing  to  pafs  that 
£‘  Law  propofed  by  the  AiTembly,  in  1701,  to  regu- 
“  late  Fees,  &c.  -  ° 

“  Fifthly ,  That  we  are  like  to  be  remedilefs  in  every 
46  Thing  that  he  hath  not  particularly  granted,  or 
made  exprefs  Provifion  for  ;  becaufe  the  prefent 
“  Deputy  calls  it  a  great  Hardfhip  upon  him,  and 
6i  lome  of  the  Council  urge  it  as  abfurd  and  unrea- 
“  fonable  to  defire  or  expeCt  any  Enlargement  or  Ex¬ 
planation  by  him,  of  what  the  Proprietary  grant-* 
ed. 

“  Sixthly,  That  we  are  alfo  left  remedilefs  in  this,  that 
V  when  we  are  wronged  and  oppreffed  about  our  civil 
Rights  by  the  Proprietary,  we  can’t  have  Juftice 
“  done  us  ;  becaufe  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  being  of 
his  own  putting  in,  refufes  to  make  out  any  Pro- 
cefs ;  and  the  Juftices  by  and  before  whom  our 
Caufes  againft  him  fhould  be  tried,  are  of  his  own 
“  Appointment;  by  Means  whereof,  he  becomes 
“  Judge  in  his  own  Cafe,  which  is  againft  natural 
“  Equity. 

“  Seventhly,  That  Sheriffs  and  other  Officers  of  the 
greateft  1  ruft  in  this  Government,  which  the  Pro- 
“  prietary  hath  commiffionated,  being  Men  of  no  vi- 
fible  Eftates ;  and  if  any  of  them  have  given  Se¬ 
curity,  it  was  to  himielf;  fo  that  the  People  whom 
thefe  Officers  have  abufed  and  defrauded,  can  reap 
“  no  Benefit  of  fuch  Security. 

Eighthly ,  7  hat  altho’  the  Commiffioners  of  Pro- 
44  perty  have  Power  by  their  Commiffion  to  make 
44  Satisfaction  where  People  have  not  their  full  Quan- 
44  tity  ol  Land  according  to  their  Purchafe,  yet  they 
44  negleCt  and  delay  doing  Right  in  that  Behalf. 

Ninthly ,  That  we  charge  the  Proprietary  not  to 
C4  fur  render  the  Government,  taking  Notice  of  the 
Intimation  he  had  given  of  making  Terms,  f?V. 
V  and  let  him  underftand  how  Vice  grows  of  late.” 

And^  they  ordered  a  Reprelentation  to  be  drawn 
up  confequent  thereto,  and  Cent  by  the  firft  Oppor~ 
tunity. 

Parts 
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Parts  of  this  are  already  before  us  •,  and,  as  a  fug- 
geftion  was  afterwards  made,  that  it  contained  other 
Matter  than  was  comprehended  in  the  Articles,  tne 
Remainder  deferves  to  be  inferted  here. 

«  That  upon  thy  being  reftored  to  the  Govern- 
“  ment,  thou  required  thy  Lieutenant  to  govern  us 
according  to  Charter,  which,  by  Reafon  of  Fletcher' s 
«*  Interruption,  became  impoflible  before  thy  Orders 
<c  reached  us,  and  fo  the  Government  led  under  great 
c£  Confufion  again  nor  was  the  Adminiftration  of 
thy  Propriety  much  better  manag  d,  becaufe  thou 
£C  put  fome  in  that  Commiffion  with  whom  the  reft 
44  would  not  a£t;  and  at  laft  the  Office  of  Property 
««  and  Surveyor-General  came  to  be  (hut  up,  and 
44  thou  kept  them  fo  whilft  thou  fold  Lands  to  the 
44  Value  of  about  Two  thoufand  Pounds  Sterling, 
44  and  gave  thy  Warrants  in  England  for  furveying 
44  the  faid  Land  ;  and  alfo  got  great  Tradts  of  Land 
44  laid  out  or  fecured  for  thyfelf  and  Relations,  be- 
44  Tides  feveral  valuable  Parcels  which  ffiould  have 
44  been  laid  out  for  the  Purchafe,  but  were  referved 
44  by  thy  Surveyors,  whether  for  thee  or  themfelves 
44  we  know  not :  However  thou  appropriated  thofe 
44  Lands  to  thyfelf,  by  the  Name  of  concealed  Lands , 
44  whereas  in  Truth  they  were  concealed  from  the 
44  Purchafers,  who  were  to  have  their  Lands  laid  out 
44  contiguous  one  to  another,  and  no  Vacancies  left 
44  between  them  ;  and  thou  waft  to  have  only  thy 
44  Tenth,  as  it  fell,  according  to  the  Conceffions  thou 
44  made  with  thy  firft  Adventurers,  and  if  thou  took 
44  it  not  up  fo,  it  was  thy  own  (pot  their)  Fault ; 
44  but  the  other  was  a  manifeft  Injury  to  many  ol 
44  them  as  above  declared. 

44  That  upon  thy  laft  Arrival  here,  after  all  the 
44  Hard  (hips  and  Difappointments  we  had  laboured 
44  under,  we  hoped  to  enjoy  the  Fruits  of  thy  for- 
44  mer  Promifes  and  Engagements  •,  but  inftead  of 
44  that,  we  found  thee  very  full  of  Refentment,  and 
44  many  of  our  Applications  and  Addreffes,  about 
44  our  juft  Rights  and  Properties,  were  anfwered  by 
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Recriminations  or  bitter  Inve6lives ;  and  we  found 
that  the  falfe  Infinuations  and  Reproaches,  that 
our  Advenaries  had  call  upon  the  Province  with 
*  tefpect  to  falfe  1  rade  and  harbouring  Pirates,  had 
made  fo  great  an  Impreffion  upon  thee,  that  thou 
“  rather  believed  them  than  thy  honeft  Friends. 

And  when  thou  entered  upon  Legiflation,  thou 
^  walF  pleafed  to  repeal  all  the  Laws  that  were  made 
in  Col.  Fletchers  Time,  which  were  approved  by 
the  King  or  Queen,  as  we  were  informed,  and  as 
feme  of  us  gathered  by  the  Account  thou  gave  of 
them,  viz.  T.  hat  Chancellor  Sowers  had  fent  for 
thee  to  know  what  thou  had  to  objeCt  againft  any 
of  tboie  Laws,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  thee 
none  of  them  had  pafled,  or  Words  to  that  EffeCt : 
And  not  only  fo,  but  the  People  being  minded  to 
fui  render  the  faid  fecond  Charter,  upon  thy  Pro- 
“  mife  t0  give  them  a  better  in  Lieu  of  it  ;  and 
under  I  retence  of  paffing  an  A<5t  for  confirming 
and  fecuring  their  Lands,  Cxi.  thou  obtained  Li- 
“  berty  to  re-furvey  all  the  Lands  in  the  Province, 
“  and  to  bring  the  People  to  Terms  for  the  Over- 
‘‘  Plus  i  fo  that  by  this  Stratagem,  the  Warrants, 
6ti iveys  and  new  Patents,  cofl:  the  People  as  much, 
‘‘  and  to  fome  more,  than  the  firfl  Purchafe  of  their 
Lands,  befides  their  long  Attendance  upon  thy 
Secretary  and  Surveyors  to  have  their  Bufinefs 
“  done  :  But  before  thou  would  pafs  that  Aft,  it 
“  muft  be  accompanied  with  an  Impofl  or  Excife, 
and  a  1  wo  thoufand  Pound  Bill  befides  :  And  all 
this  thou  efteemed  but  inconfiderable,  when  thou 
compared  it  with  the  vaft  Charge  thou  had  been 
at,  in  the  Adminiftration  and  Defence  of  this  Ga- 
“  yernment,  fince  the  Year  1682,  though  we  know 
thy  Stay  here  at  firfl  Coming  was  not  above  two 
tc  A  ears,  but  went  Home  about  the  Difference  be¬ 
tween  thee  and  Baltimore,  concerning  the  Bounds 
t  of  the  Lower -Cotmties,  and  did  not  return  till  the 
;;  f  eaiXTl699  i  excufing  thy  Stay  by  thy  Service  to 
-  ths  ^atl0n  °ir  England  in  general,  and  to  thy 

“  Friends 
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Cc  Friends  there  in  particular,  (as  appears  by  thy  Let- 
4  ters  from  Time  to  Time)  whilft  the  In'terert  of 
4  this  Province  was  finking,  which  might  have  been 
‘  upheld  by  the  many  wealthy  Perfons°that  were  in- 
‘  dined  to  tranfport  themfelves  here,  after  the  Rout 
4  of  Monmouth,  if  thee  had  then  came  over  accord- 
4  ing  to  thy  repeated  Promifes ;  and  how  far  thy 
4  Stay  has  either  effected  what  thou  went  about,  or 
4  contributed  to  the  Ertabliffiment  of  the  Inhabitants 
4  here  in  their  juft  Rights  and  Liberties  and  Pro- 
4  perties,  we  leave  thee  to  demonftrate',  and  the 
4  VVorld  to  judge  :  In  the  mean  Time,  we  defire 
4  thee  to  confider  better  what  to  place  to  the  Account 
4  of  this  Province,  and  do  not  forget  that  no  Part 
of  thy  pretended  Charges  was  expended  in  paying 
4  fome  of  thofe  who  acted  under  thee,  in  the  Ad^ 
minirtration  here,  one  of  whom,  viz.  Thomas  Lloyds 
4  lerved  thee  in  that  Station  about  nine  Years  of  thy 
4  Abfence,  which  thou  leaves,  it  feems,  for  the 
4  Country  to  difcharge. 

That  after  thou  had  managed  thefe  Points,  and 
was  fent  for  to  England ,  thou  granted  the  third 
Charter  of  x  rivileges,  by  which  we  are  now  con- 
‘  vened a  as  alfo  a  Charter  to  incorporate  the  City  of 
4  Philadelphia ,  and  figned  a  Charter  of  Property, 
4  but  refufed  to  order  thy  Seal  to  be.  affixed  there- 
4  unto,  till  thou  had  advifed  upon  it  in  England: 
4  Neverthelefs,  thou  promifed  under  thy  Hand', 
4  that  thou  would  confirm  the  firft  Part  of  it  relating 
4  to  Titles  of  Land,  but  thou  fent  thy  Order,  undet' 
Hand  and  Seal,  dated  within  fix  Months  after,  to 
4  countermand  the  Sealing  thereof. 

44  That  after  the  Laws  were  compleated  for  railing 
all  the  faid  Taxes  and  Imports,  thou  propofed  that 
4  if  thy  Friends  would  give  thee  a  Sum  of  Money, 
4  thou  promifed  to  negotiate  their  Affairs  at  Home 
to  the  beft  Advantage ;  and  endeavour  to  procure 
4  the  Approbation  of  our  Laws,  and  a  general  Ex- 
4  emption  from  Oaths :  We  find  that  confiderable 
Sums  have  been  raifed  by  Way  of  Sublcription 

44  and 
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t£  and  Benevolence,  for  that  Service  ;  Part  thou  re- 
64  cei-ved  before  thou  went,  and  more  have  been  re- 
‘4  ceived  fmce  by  thy  Secretary  *,  but  we  had  no  A o 
“  count  that  our  Laws  are  approved,  nor  had  we  as 
e6  much  as  a  Letter  from  thee,  nor  any  other  Inti- 
“  mation,  but  by  thy  Secretary’s  Letters,  which  he 
64  thought  fit  to  communicate  by  Piece-meals,  where- 
44  by  we  underftand,  thou  haft  been  making  Terms 
«  for  thyfelf  and  Family.  And  by  what  we  gather, 
44  thou  haft  been  upon  furrendering  the  Government  ; 
44  nor  are  thy  Friends  here  eafed  ot  Oaths,  but  on 
44  the  contrary,  an  Order  from  the  Queen,  requiring 
44  Oaths  to  be  adminiftered  to  all  Perfons  who  are 
44  willing  to  take  them  in  all  Judicatures,  whereby  the 
44  People  called  Quakers  are  difabled  to  fit  in  Courts. 

44  That  by  the  laft  Charter  of  Privileges,  thou 
44  eftabli flaed  an  annual  Eledion  of  Representatives 
44  for  Aftembly,  and  that  they  fhould  continue  and 
44  fit  upon  their  own  Adjournments;  yet  by  thy  Com- 
44  million  to  thy  prefent  Deputy,  John  Evans ,  thou 
44  did  in  a  direcl:  Oppofition  to  the  faid  Charter,  give 
44  him  Power  not  only  to  call  Aftemblies  by  his  Writs, 
44  but  to  prorogue  and  difiolve  them  as  he  fhould  fee 
44  Caufe;  and  alfo  referved  to  thyfelf,  tho’  in  England , 
44  thy  final  Afient  to  all  Bills  pafted  here  by  thy  De- 
44  puty  :  We  fuppofe  thou  haft  not  forgot,  that  what 
44  rendered  the  former  Charter  inconvenient,  if  not 
44  impradicable,  was  chiefly  that  Col.  Fletcher' s  Inter- 
44  ruption  had  extinguiihed  the  Rotation  of  the  Coun- 
44  cil,  and  next  to  that,  the  Propofals  of  Laws  by  the 
44  Council,  in  Prefence  of  the  Governor ;  as  alfo  the 
44  Inftability  ot  the  Lower -Counties  which  we  had  be- 
44  fore  Experience  of,  and  whofe  Refuit  was  then 
44  doubted,  as  hath  fince  happened  :  But  that  annual 
44  Landing  Aftemblies,  liable  only  to  the  Difmiftion 
44  and  Call  of  the  Governor  as  Occafion  required,  was 
44  never  found  an  Inconveniency,  nor  aftigned  as  a 
44  Reafon  for  changing  the  faid  former  for  the  prelent 
44  Charter :  And  fhould  that  of  Diftolution  be  intro- 
44  duced,  it  would  fruftrate  the  Conftitution,  becaule 
44  if  a  Diftolution  fhould  happen,  the  Province  riiight 
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C£,be  a  great  Parc  of  the  Year  without  an  Aflembly, 
44  and  the  Governor  without  Power  to  cal]  one,  what- 
44  foever  Commands  from  the  Crown,  or  other  Occa- 
“  fions  may  happen  ;  for  that  the  Election  being  fix- 
<c  ed  by  Charter,  which  is  in  Nature  of  a  perpetual 
<4  Writ,  and  has  the  Authority  of  a  Law  :  If  it  could 
“  be  fuperfeded  by  the  Governor’s  Writ,  which  is  but 
4 ‘  an  Ad  of  State,  and  meerly  Temporary,  it  would 
“  be  of  pernicious  Confequence  to  the  Province,  as 
<£  well  as  thyfelf;  and  of  this  thou  feemed  very  fen- 
“  fble,  when  being  defired  by  the  Aflembly,  upon 
44  the  Clofe  of  the  Seflion  in  the  Year  1701,  to 
“  diflolve  them,  (being  then  called  by  Writs)  thou 
“  told  them,  thou  wouldft  not  do  it,  for  that  thou 
44  couldft  not  anfwer  to  the  Crown  to  leave  the  Pro- 
44  vince  without  a  Landing  Aflembly. 

44  That  as  the  Exemption  from  any  Diflolution  or 
44  Prorogation,  feemsto  be  an  infeparable  C'onfequent 
44  of  thy  Grant,  as  well  as  our  conftant  Pradice  upon 
44  the  former  Charter,  which  This  was  by  thy  Promife 
44  to  exceed,  fo  upon  an  Attempt  made  by  the  Coun- 
44  cil,  to  prorogue  us  in  Ofiober  lafl,  we  have  thought 
44  it  our  Duty  to  prepare  a  Bill  for  afcertaining,-  ex- 
44  plaining,  and  fettling  our  prefentConftitution ;  which 
44  we  having  prefented  to  thy  Deputy  for  his  Afient, 
44  he  finding  that  the  Power  of  Diflolution  and  Pro- 
44  rogation  is  not  in  exprefs  Words  granted  away  by 
44  Charter,  as  alfo  the  Inconveniency  thereof  with 
44  his  faid  Commiffion,  after  feveral  Conferences  there- 
44  upon  had  with  him  and  his  Council,  he  thought  fit 
44  to  advife  us  to  forbear  the  farther  prefling  it,  till  we 
44  fhould  hear  from  thee;  therefore  he  being  unwilling 
44  to  pafs  the  faid  Bill  by  us  judged  fo  neceflary,  and 
64  the  very  Foundation  of  our  prefent  Conftitution, 
44  we  could  not  think  it  proper  to  proceed  to  perfed 
44  any  other  Bufinefs,  whilft  that  remain’d  unfettled  : 
44  Nor  do  we  fuppofe  any  Thing  will  be  done  in  Le- 
44  giflation  either  by  the  prefent  or  fucceeding  Afiem- 
44  blies,  till  the  Difficulties  we  labour  under  herein  be 
CJ  remov’d,  either  by  thy  fpeedy  Order,  or  by  thy  De- 

44  puty 
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(i  puty  without  it ;  feeing  to  proceed  upon  other  Mat-' 
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ters,  would  be  to  raife  a  Superftrutlure  before  the 
Foundation  were  well  laid  ;  nor  do  we  look  upon 
it  very  advifable  for  us  to  proceed  far  in  Legiflation, 
untill  thou  repeals  thofe  Parts  of  thy  Lieutenant’s 
Commiffion,  relating  to  Prorogation  and  Diffolution 
of  AfTemblies,  for  the  Reafons  before  given  ;  as 
alfo  concerning  thy  final  Affent  to  Laws,  which  we 
conceive  to  be  very  unreafonable  in  itfelf,  and  a  great 
Abufe  and  Violation  of  our  Conftitution,  that  thou 
fhould  offer  to  put  three  Negatives  upon  our  A£ts, 
whereas  by  our  fir  ft  Charter,  we  had  none  but  that 
of  the  Crown,  and  how  thou  gain’d  another  to  thy- 
felf,  we  have  before  fhevved  thee,  but  now  to  bring 
us  under  three,  feems  a  Contrivance  to  provoke  us 
to  complain  to  the  Queen,  that  thou  art  not  effec¬ 
tually  reprefented  here,  and  make  that  a  Motive  for 
her  to  take  us  under  her  immediate  Care  and  Pro¬ 
tection,  which  would  make  thy  Surrender  in  fome 
Meafure  our  A£t,  which  if  thou  fhould  do  without 
the  Confent  of  the  Landholders  and  Inhabitants  of 
this  Province  firft  obtain’d,  would  look  too  much 
like  Treachery. 

That  it  appears,  by  feveral  Petitions  now  before 
us,  that  very  great  Abufes  have  been  and  are  put 
upon  the  Inhabitants,  and  Extortions  ufed  by  thy 
Secretary,  Surveyors,  and  other  Officers,  concern’d 
in  Property  a$  well  as  Courts,  which  might  have 
been  prevented  or  fooner  remedied,  had  thou  been 
pleafed  to  pafs  the  Bill  propofed  by  the  Affembly  in 
the  Year  1701  to  regulate  Fees-,  as  alfo  the  Want 
of  a  Surveyor-General,  which  is  a  great  Injury  and 
Diffatisfadlion  to  the  People  ;  as  is  likewife  the 
Want  of  an  eftablifh’d  Judicature  for  Trials  between 
thee  and  the  People  ;  for  if  we  exhibit  our  Com¬ 
plaints  againft  thee,  or  thofe  who  reprefent  thee  in 
State  or  Property,  they  muft  be  determined  by  or 
before  Juft  ices  of  thy  own  Appointment ;  by  which 
means,  thou  becomes,  in  a  legal  Senfe,  Judge  in 
thy  own  Caufe,  which  is  againft  natural  Equity  : 

il  There- 
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Therefore,  we  propofe,  that  a  Man  learned  in  the 
4‘  Laws  of  England ,  may  be  commiffioned  by  the 
“  Queen,  to  determine  all  Matters,  wherein  thy  Ten- 
«  nants  have  juft:  Caufe  to  complain  againft  thee,  thy 
44  Deputies  or  Commiffioners  j  or  elfe  reftore  the  Peo- 
“  pie  to  the  Privilege  of  eleding  Judges,  Juftices, 

«  and  other  Officers,  according  to  the  Diredion  of 
“  the  fir  ft  Charter,  and  Intent  of  the  firft  Adventu- 
“  rers,  and  as  the  People  of  New- England  have  by 
44  King  William ’s  Charter  :  That  thy  Commiffioners 
44  of  Property,  are  very  unwilling  to  make  good  the 
44  Deficiencies  of  thofe  Lands  thou  haft  been  many 
44  Years  ago  paid  for  (tho’  thou  gave  them  Power  fo 
44  to  do)  and  fo  great  is  the  Difficulty  and  Trouble  to 
44  get  Satisfadion  in  this  Particular,  that  it  is  better 
44  for  one  to  forego  his  Right,  than  wait  on  and  attend 
44  the  Commiffioners  about  it,  unlefs  the  Quantity 
44  wanting  be  very  great. 

44  We  have  many  other  Things  to  reprefent  to  thee 
44  as  Grievances ;  as  thy  unheard  of  Abufes  to  thy 
44  Purchafers,  &c.  in  pretending  to  give  them  a  Town, 

44  and  then  by  impofing  unconfcionable  Quit-rents, 

44  makes  it  worfe  by  Ten-Fold  than  a  Purchafe  would 
44  have  been  :  Alfo  the  Abufe  about  the  Bank,  and 
44  want  of  Common  to  the  Town,  and  not  only  fo, 
44  but  the  very  Land  the  Town  ftands  on,  is  not  cleared 
44  of  the  Swede’s  Claims. 

44  Thefe  are  the  chief  Heads,  which  we  thought  fit 
44  at  this  Time  to  lay  before  thee,  earneftly  entreating 
44  thy  ferious  Confideration  of  them,  and  that  thou 
44  will  now  at  laft,  after  we  have  thus  long  endured 
44  and  groan’d  under  thefe  Hardftiips  (which  of  late 
44  feem  to  be  multiplied  upon  us)  endeavour  as  far  as 
44  in  thee  lies,  to  retrieve  thy  Credit  with  us  thy  poor 
44  Tenants  and  fellow  Subjeds,  by  redreffing  thefe  Ag- 
44  grievances,  elpecially  in  getting  our  Laws  con- 
44  firm’d,  and  alfo  to  be  eas’d  of  Oaths,  and  givin 
44  pofitive  Orders  to  thy  Deputy  to  unite  heartil 
44  with  us,  upon  our  Conftitution  ;  and  t hit  theChar- 
44  ters  thou  granted  us  for'  City  and  Country,  may  be 

44  explain - 
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*4  explained,  fettled,  and  and  confirm’d  by  Law;  and 
‘‘  we  further  intreat,  that  effectual  Care  be  taken  for 
‘‘  tIle  fupreffiing  of  Vice,  which,  to  our  great  Trouble 
{C  we  have  to  acquaint  thee,  is  more  rife  and  common 
amongft  us  fince  the  arrival  of  thy  Deputy  and  Son, 
*c  efpecially  of  late,  than  was  ever  known  before  * 
Nor  are  we  capable  to  fupprefs  it,  whilft  it  is  con- 
Ci  uived  at,  if  not  encourag’d  by  Authority  ;  the 
Mouths  of  the  more  fober  Magiftrates  being  flopt 
‘‘  by  £he  faid  late  Order  about  Oaths,  and  the  Gover¬ 
nors  licencing  Ordinaries  not  approven  by  the  Ma- 
“  giftrates  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia ,  and  the 
<c  Noaft  chiefly  ruled  by  fuch  as  are  none  of  the  mod 
t;  exemplary  for  virtuous  Converfation  :  Thy  pofitive 
“  Orders  in  the  Premifes,  will  be  absolutely  neceflary 
to  thy  Deputy,  who  thinks  it  unreafonable,  and  a 
“  great  Hardfhip  on  him,  to  give  Sandtion  to  Laws 
“  Explanatory  of  thy  Grants,  or  to  do  any  Thing  by 
*6  way  °f  Enlargement  or  Confirmation  of  aught, 
five  what  is  particularly  and  exprefly  granted  by 
thee,  it  being  by  fome  of  his  Council  urg’d  as  an 
“  Abfurdity  in  us  to  expedt  ;  and  we  defire  that  thou 
“  would  order  the  licencing  of  Ordinaries  and  Ta- 
c‘  verns,  to  be  by  the  Juftices,  according  to  thy  Let- 
Cs  ter  dated  in  September  1697  ;  and  we  hope  we  need 
“  not  be  more  exprefs  in  charging  thee,  as  thou  ten- 
cc  ders  thy  own  Honour  and  Honefly,  or  the  Obliga¬ 
tions  thou  art  under  to  thy  Friends,  and  particular¬ 
ly  thy  firfl:  Purchafers  and  Adventurers  into  this 
a  rovince,  that  thou  do  not  furrender  the  Govern- 
“  nient,  whatfoever  Terms  thou  may  by  fo  doino- 
make  forthyfelf  and  Family,  which  we  fhall  deem 
“  no  lefs  than  a  betraying  us,  and  at  leaft  will  look 
“  like  firfl;  fleecing,  then  felling:  But  rather  ufe  thy 
“  utmoft  Intereft  with  the  Queen,  to  eafe  us  in  the 
“  Premifes;  and  if  after  thy  Endeavours  ufed  to 
“  keep  the  Government,  it  be  per  Force  taken  from 
“  thee>  thou  will  be  the  clearer  in  the  Sight  of  God 
and  us  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People  of  this 
44  £by  Province,  who  are  thy  real  Friends  and  well 

“  Wifhers, 
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«<;  Wifhers,  as  we  hope  is  evident  in  that  we  have 
«  dealt  thus  plainly  with  thee.” 

It  was  but  natural,  that  fuch  a  Paper  as  this  fhould 
deeply  affedt  thofe  it  was  levell’d  againft :  And  that 
it  fhould  operate  differently  on  Perfons  differently 
made  and  differently  fituated. 

Thole  beft  acquainted  with  the  Neceflity  of  keep¬ 
ing  the  firft  Principles  of  Government  ever  before 
their  Eyes,  and  the  Danger  of  admitting  the  leaft  De¬ 
parture  from  them,  could  not  but  be  pleas’d  with  the 
plain  and  firm  Language  of  this  Remonftrance : 
While  thofe  apt  to  be  fo  dazzled  with  the  Out-fide  of 
Things,  that  they  were  incapable  of  looking  into 
their  Contents,  were  as  much  foften’d  with  Concern 
for  the  Father  and  Founder  of  their  Community,  and 
confequently  inclin’d  to  think  him  hardly  dealt  by 
in  it. 

There  is  fomething  in  Connection  and  Dependancc 
which  gives  a  fecret  Biafs  to  all  we  think  and  wifh, 
as  well  as  what  we  fay  :  And  in  all  Difputes  this  muft 
be  duly  allow’d  for  on  both  Sides. 

Seven  Perfons,  fome  of  them  of  the  Council,  made 
their  Application  by  Petition  to  the  next  Aflembly 
for  a  Copy  of  it,  but  were  flatly  refus’d  :  And  even 
when  the  Governor  himfelf  in  very  high  Language 
requir’d  it,  they  were  immoveable  as  before. 

Willing  as  they  might  be  to  reclaim  the  Proprietary 
to  a  due  Senfe  of  his  firft  Obligations,  they  might 
be  equally  unwilling  to  expofe  him.  And,  agreeable 
to  this,  the  Affembly  of  1706-7  in  one  of  their  Re- 
monftrances  to  the  Governor  fay,  “  that  hoping  the 
Bill  of  Courts  then  in  Difpute  would  have  put  an  End 
to  fome  of  the  Grievances  they  had  feveral  Years 
groan’d  under,  they  had  hitherto  forborn  ■puhlickly  to 
remonftrate  chufing  rather  to  provide  Remedies  for 
Things  amifs  than  to  complain  of  then!”  Some 
Concern  they  might  alfo  be  under  for  themfelves : 
Their  Afcendancy  was  precarious :  It  depended  on  the 
good  Will  of  Numbers :  And  the  Infirmity  of  Na¬ 
ture  above  touch’d  upon,  might  happen  to  operate 

more 
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more  powerfully  in  the  People,  than  the  Confident 
tion  or  Juftice  and  Safety  tothemielves  and  their  Poff 
terity.  The  Province,  at  this  Time,  had  moreover 
their  Reafons  on  Account  of  Oaths,  a  Militia,  &c. 
to  apprehend  fome  Inconveniency  if  they  fell  under 
the  immediate  Government  of  the  Crown  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  did  not  care  to  break  with  the  Proprietary  en¬ 
tirely. 

Nor  was  it  long  before,  by  partial  and  indirect 
Practices,  luch  as  both  influencing  and  awing  the 
Tleblors  (F  abts  publickly  charg’d  on  the  Inftruments 
of  Government  by  the  Affembly  of  1706-7}  that  the 
Governor  obtain’d  both  an  Affembly  and  a  Speaker, 
almoft  as  complaifant  as  he  could  wifh. — Nor  ought 
it  to  be  forgot  that  his  Succefior  Gookin  obtain’d  fuel? 
another  in  the  Year  1710. 

In  all  Matters  of  public  Concern  fomething  per- 
fonal  will  interfere.  Thus  we  find  during  this  turbu¬ 
lent  Period  two  Names  frequently  occur,  as  Oppofites, 
in  Principle  and  Purpofe,  and  the  Oracles  of  their 
refpebtive  Parties :  To  wit,  David  Lloyd,  Speaker  of 
the  Affembly,  and  James  Logan ,  Secretary  to  the  Go¬ 
vernor  and  Council. 

Logan  infults  the  Members  of  the  Affembly  fent 
from  the  Houfe  on  a  Meffage  to  the  Governor.  The 
Houfe  refent  it,  complain  of  it,  arraign  his  Condubb 
in  Office,  and  proceed  againft  him  as  a  public  De¬ 
linquent.  .  i  he  Governor,  on  the  other  Hand,  con¬ 
ceives  an  infuperable  Averfion  to  the  Speaker,  points 
him  out  to  the  Public  as  an  interefted,  fabtious, 
dangerous  Perfon,  treats  him  arrogantly  at  two  fe- 
veral  Conferences,  and  complains  of  the  Houfe  for 
not  abandoning  him  to  his  Refentments. 

Thus  Heat  kindled  Heat :  Animofity  excited  Ani- 
roofity  .  And  each  Party  refolving  to  be  always  in  ths 
Right,  v/ere  often  both  in  the  wrong. 

By  the  Way,  This. - And  *tis  neceffary  (till  to 

add,  that  all  this  while,  the  Charter  of  Privileges  and 
tnat  for  the  City  of  Philadelphia ,  as  well  as  that  of 
Property,  remain’d  unconfirm’d  at  Home.  And  the 

Peo- 
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People  were  plainly  told  by  Evans ,  that,  till  both  the 
Proprietary  and  his  Governor  were  put  upon  proper 
EJiabliJhments ,  they  were  not  to  expedt  the  Fruits  of 

If1  his  Favour  and  Protedfion. 

The  lad  of  thofe  Charters,  the  Paid  Governor,  in 
j  one  of  his  Papers,  was  pleas’d  to  {tile  a  tedious  Bill 
of  Property,  fitted  fo  entirely  to  the  People’s  Inte- 
reft,  and  with  fo  little  Regard  to  the  Proprietary , 
that  it  feem’d  flrange  how  reafonable  Men  could, 
without  Confufion,  offer  it.  And  in  another  he  dif- 
courfes  of  it  as  a  Projedt  of  the  Speaker’ s  to  incor¬ 
porate  the  whole  Province,  and  take  away  near  the 

i  whole  Power  out  of  the  Fiands  of  the  Proprietary  and 
Governor ,  and  lodge  it  in  the  People. 

To  which  the  Affembly  reply’d  in  the  remarkable 
Words  following  j 

c  And  as  to  what  is  Paid  concerning  the  Charter 
4  prepar’d  at  the  Proprietary’s  Departure,  the 
‘  Draughtfman  has  affur’d  us,  that  no  Projedt  or 

I‘  Power  is  compriz’d  in  that  Charter  but  what  was 
4  the  Proprietary’s  Diredlion,  perus’d  and  corredted 

i4  by  his  Coufin  Par  miter,  before  it  was  engrofs’d, 
4  and  afcerwards  fign’d  by  himfelf:.  But  whether  the 
4  Proprietary  defign’d  thereby  to  reverfe  the  Method 
4  of  the  Government  according  to  an  Englifo  Con- 
4  ftitution,  and  eftablifh  a  Republic  in  its  Stead,  or 
4  leave  the  People  to  druggie  with  the  Queen's  Go- 
4  vernors,  which  he  then  expedted  would  be  the 
4  Confequence  of  the  Bill  then  moving  in  Parliament 
4  againft  Proprietary-Governments,  the  Draughtfman 
4  cannot  tell :  But  he  well  remembers,  that  the  Pro- 
4  prietary  told  him,  That  he  held  himfelf  oblig’d  to 
;|  *  do  what  he  could  to  confirm  his  Tenants  in  their 
|  t  Bands  and  Properties,  and  give  them  all  the  * 

F  4  Powers 

*  “  William  Biles  acquainted  this  Houfe,  that  Nathaniel  Puckle 
had  a  Letter  from  the  Proprietary  to  be  communicated  to  feveral 
Perfons  here,  encouraging  them  to  injijl  upon  the  Privileges  of 
their  Charter  and  Laws,  and  not  tamely  give  them  up ;  and  in- 

itanced 
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4  Powers  he  could,  as  he  was  Lord  of  this  Signory, 

4  and  much  more  -to  that  Effed.’ 

And  now,  to  finiflh  on  the  Head  of  the  Reprefen- 
tation,  which  throws  fo  much  Light  on  the  firft 
Foundation  of  this  Colony,  what  afterwards  pafied 
in  the  Afiembly  concerning  it,  Candour  requires 
fhould  here  be  fubjoin’d. 

4  But  what,  fays  Governor  Evans ,  I  muft  not 
4  be  filent  in,  is,  that  he  (the  Proprietary)  highly  re- 
c  Tents  that  heinous  Indignity  and  moft  fcandalous 
4  Treatment  he  has  met  with  in  the  Letter,  direded 
4  not  only  to  himfelf,  but  alfo  to  be  fihewn  to  Tome 
4  other  Perfons  difiafifeded  to  him,  in  the  Name  of 
4  the  Afiembly  and  People  of  this  Province,  of  which 
4  I  have  formerly  demanded  a  Copy,  but  was  then 
4  deny’d  it,  under  Pretence  (when  it  was  too  late)  that 
4  it  fhould  be  recall’d  :  If  that  Letter  was  the  Ad  of 
4  the  People,  truly  reprefented,  he  thinks  fuch  Pro- 
4  ceedings  are  fufficient  to  cancel  all  Obligations  of 
s  Care  over  them:  But  if  done  by  particular  Per- 
4  Tons  only,  and  ’tis  an  Impofture  in  the  Name  of  the 
4  whole,  he  expeds  the  Country  will  purge  them- 
4  felves,  and  take  Care  that  due  Satisfadion  be  given 
6  him.’ 

The  Reader  will  oblerve  that  the  Letter  is  not 
complain’d  of  as  fcandalous  becaufe  of  its  Falfehood , 
but  becaufe  of  its  Freedom ,  in  which  it  muft  be  under- 
ftood  confifts  the  Indignity. 

And  the  Afifembly’s  Reply  was  as  follows  : 

4  As  to  the  Reprefentation  or  Letter  Tent  to  the 
4  Proprietary  by  Order,  or  in  the  Name  of  the  former 
4  Afiembly,  which  he  takes,  it  Teems,  as  an  Indig- 
4  nity,  and  relents  it  accordingly  ;  it  not  having  been 
4  done  by  this  Houfe,  but  being  the  Ad  (or  in  the 
4  Name)  of  a  Former ,  as  we  are  not  intitled  to  the 

Itanced  what  Advantage  it  has  been  to  the  People  of  Rhode-Ifland, 
Connefticut,  and  other  Proprietary  Governments,  to  aflert  their 
Rights,”  Si c.  y Acs  of  AJjembly,  for  Auguji  z  j ,  1704. 

4  Affront, 
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4  Affront,  if  any  be ,  neither  are  we  concerned  in  an- 
4  fwering  it  :  Our  Part  is  only  to  lament  (as  we  really 
4  do)  that  there  fhould  be  true  Occafion  for  fuch  Re- 
4  prefentation ;  or,  if  none,  that  it  fhould  be  offer’d 
4  to  our  Proprietary,  whom  we  both  love  and  ho- 
4  nour ;  and,  therefore,  we  hope  his  Obligations  of 
4  Care  over  us  and  the  People  of  this  Province  by 
4  no  fuch  Means  (hall  be  canceled. * 

That  this  Man’s  Government  fhould  be  one  con¬ 
tinued  Broil,  from  the  Beginning  of  it  to  the  End,  is 
Proof  fufficient,  that  Mr.  Penn  left  his  Frame  at  lead 
in  a  very  imperfect  State. 

Nor  were  the  People  themfelves  infenfible  of  it, 
nor  more  backward  to  declare  their  Sentiments  con¬ 
cerning  it,  than  of  the  other  Parts  of  his  Con- 
dud. 

Evans,  for  Example,  having  made  ufe  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Claufe  in  one  of  his  Papers  to  the  Affembly, 
To  wit ; 

‘  The  Governor,  at  his  Arrival,  found  the  People 
4  poffefs’d  of  a  Charter,  by  Virtue  of  which  the  pre- 
‘  lent  Affembly  now  fits,  containing  the  Frame  of  Go- 
6  vernment,  fettled  folemnly,  as  he  has  reafon  to  be- 
4  lieve,  between  the  Proprietary  and  the  People,  be- 
‘  caufe  by  the  Subfcription,  it  is  faid  to  be  J  bank  fully 
‘  accepted  of  by  the  Affembly  then  fitting,  and  was 
‘  fign’d  nor.  only  by  the  Proprietary,  but  by  the 
‘  Speaker  of  the  Affembly,  in  the  Name  of  all  thole 
4  of  the  Province  (as  it  is  affirm’d)  who  were  then 
‘  prefent,  and  unanimoufly  confenting,  and  is  farther 
4  witnefs’d  by  the  Council :  This,  therefore,  ought 
‘  fully  to  conclude  :  For  if  the  People  could  alledge, 
4  that  any  Thing  more  was  their  Due,  it  ought  at 
4  that  Time  to  have  been  fix’d  and  fettl’d  •,  the  Af- 
4  fembly  then  fitting,  as  the  Governor  is  inform’d, 
4  having  fully  confider’d  and  debated  it ;  or  if  any 
4  Demands,  which  it  is  imagined  might  further  have 
4  been  made,  were  not  then  granted,  the  Governor 
4  cannot  think  it  proper  for  him  to  intermeddle  or  to 

F  2  4  con- 
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4  concern  himfelf  farther  than  by  Virtue  of  theKingTs 
4  Letters  Patent,  to  the  Proprietary,,- and  the  Pro- 
‘  prietary’s  Commiffion  to  him,  with  her  Majefty  s 
‘  Royal  Approbation,  to  govern  according  to  that 
4  Charter,  and  the  Laws  in  Force,  &c. 

*  i 

The  AfTembly  thus  reply’d. 

c  As  to  the  prefent  Charter,  which  the  Governor 
c  found  in  being  at  his  Arrival,  tho*  it  be  far  port 
c  of  an  Englijh  Conftitution,  yet  even  that  has  been 
‘  violated  by  feveral  Inroads  made  upon  it  :  and 
4  if  the  Governor  cannot  grant  the  juft  and  rea- 
4  fonable  Demands  of  the  People’s  Reprefentatives 
4  agreeable  with  an  Efiglijh  Eftablifhment,  there  is 
4  Caufe  to  conclude,  that  the  Proprietary  is  not  fully 
4  reprefented  here.  And,  however  the  Charter  was 
6  receiv’d,  yet  it  was  not  with  fuch  Unanimity  as  is 
4  alledg’d,  becaufe  diminutive  of  former  Privileges  ; 
e  neither  was  it  prepar’d  by  the  Houfe  of  Reprefen - 
4  tatives,  but  done  in  great  Hafte - 

4  We  are  not  driving  for  Grants  of  Power,  but 
1  what  are  effential  to  the  Adminiftration  of  *  Juf- 
4  tice,  and  agreeable  to  an  Englijh  Conftitution  :  And 
4  if  we  have  not  been  in  Poflcffion  of  this  thefe  twenty 
4  four  Years,  we  know  where  to  place  the  Fault,  and 
4  ftiall  only  fay,  it  is  high  Time  we  were  in  the  En- 
4  joyment  of  our  Rights.’ 

And  laftly,  the  Paid  AfTembly  having  drawn  up  two 
feveral  Remonftrances  to  the  Proprietary,  reciting 
the  Particulars  of  their  Grievances  and  Complaints 
againft  the  faid  Governor,  took  Occafion  in  the  laft 
of  them,  dated  June  io,  1 707,  toexprefs  themfelves 
as  follows. 

4  We,  and  the  People  we  reprefent,  being  ftill 
4  grieved  and  opprefted  with  the  Male-Adminiftra- 

*  The  Governor  had  reje&ed  the  Bill  propos  d  by  the  AfTembly 
for  eftablifhing  Courts  of  Juiiice,  <5dc.  and  had  done  it  by  an  Or¬ 
dinance- ox  his  own. 


•  .<  *  •  - 
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c  tion  and  Practices  of  thy  Deputy,  and  the  ill  Car- 
4  riage,  unwarrantable  Proceedings,  and  great  Exac- 
4  tions  of  thy  Secretary,  are  like  to  be  deftroyed  by 
4  the  great  Injuftice  and  arbitrary  Oppreffions  of  thy 
4  evil  Mini  Iters,  who  abufe  the  Powers  given  thee  by 
4  the  Crown,  and  we  fuppofe  have  too  much  pre- 
4  vail’d  upon  thee  to  leave  us  hitherto  without  Re- 
4  lief. 

i  \ 

4  That  the  Aflemhly  which  fat  here  on  the  2&th  of 
4  the  fixth  Month,  1 704,  agreed  upon  certain  Heads  or 
4  Particulars,  which,  according  to  the  Order  of  that 
4  Day,  were  drawn  up  in  a  Reprefentation,  and  was 
4  fign’d  by  the  Speaker,  and  fent  thee  by  a  Palfenger 
4  in  John  Guy’s  Brigantine,  who  was  taken  into 
4  France ,  from  whence  the  fame  Reprefentation  was 
4  convey’d  to  thy  Hands ;  whereby  thou  art  put  in 
4  mind,  upon  what  Score  the  Purchafers  and  Bril  Ad- 
4  venturers  embark’d  with  thee  to  plant  this  Colony, 

4  and  what  Grants  and  Promifes  thou  made,  and  the 
4  Afiurance  and  Expectations  thou  gave  them  and  the 
4  Reft  of  the  Settlers  and  Inhabitants  of  this  Pro- 
4  vince,  to  enjoy  the  Privileges  deriv’d  from  thy  own 
4  Grants  and  Conceffions,  befides  the  Rights  and 
4  Freedoms  of  England:  But  how  they  were  difap- 
4  pointed  in  feveral  RefpeCts,  appears,  in  Part,  by 
4  the  laid  Reprefentation,  to  which  we  refer;  and 
4  become  Supplicants  lor  Relief,  not  only  in  Matters 
4  there  complain’d  of  which  are  not  yet  redrefs’d,  but 
'4  alio  in  Things  then  omitted,  as  well  as  what  have 
4  been  lately  tranfaCted,  to  the  grievous  Oppreffion 
4  oi  the  Queen’s  Subjects,  and  public  Scandal  of  this 
4  Government.’ 

4  We  are  much  concern’d,  that  thou  conceived 
4  fueh  Difpleafure  as  thou  did  againft  that  Affembly, 

4  and  not  in  all  this  Time  vouch fafe  to  fhcvv  thy 
4  Readinefs  to  reCtify  thofe  Things  which  they  made 
r  appear  were  amifs  :  Nor  haft  thou  fhewed  thy  par- 
4  ticular  Objections  to  the  Bills,  which,  with  great 
4  Care  and  Charge,  were  then  prepar’d,  for  confirm- 
1*  ing  thy  Charters  to  this  City  and  Country,  refpeCt- 

F  3  ‘  ing 
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4  ing  both  Privileges  and  Property,  and  for  fettling 
4  the  Affirmation  inftead  of  Oaths:  But  on  the  other 
4  Hand,  we  found,  to  our  great  Difappointment, 

4  that  thou  gave  Credit  to  wrong  Infinuations  againft 
4  them,  as  appears  by  thy  Letter  from  Hyde- Park , 

4  dated  the  twenty-fixth  of  the  twelfth  Month,  1704-5, 

4  wherein  thou  treated  fome  Particulars  very  unfriend-  | 
4  ly,  and  without  any  juft  Grounds  blam’d  the  Peo- 
*  pie’s  Reprefenratives,  who,  we  perceive  by  their 
4  Proceedings,  were  ready  to  fupport  the  Government 
4  under  thy  Adminiftration,  and  defired  nothing  but 
4  to  have  their  juft  Rights,  Privileges  and  Properties 
4  confirm’d,  the  judicatories  regularly  eftabiifhed, 

4  the  Magiftracy  fupplied  with  Men  of  Virtue  and 
c  Probity,  and  the  whole  Conftitution  {q  framed,  that 
4  the  People  called  Quakers  might  have  a  Share  with 
4  other  Chriftian  People  in  the  Government,  which 
4  thou  always  gave  them  an  Expectation  of,  and 
4  which  they  juftly  claim  as  a  Point  of  Right,  not 
4  for  the  Sake  of  Honour,  but  for  the  fuppreffing  of 
4  Vice,  &c.’ 

To  wade  thro'  the  whole  of  this  Provincial  Con- 
troverfy,  which,  at  feveral  Reprilals,  lafted  till  Gook- 
in  was  fuperfeded  in  the  Year  1717,  and  replaced  by 
William  Keith ,  Efq;  (afterward  Sir  William  Keith , 
Bart.)  would  be  a  Tafk  of  great  Prolixity,  and  what 
confequently  might  prove  as  tedious  to  the  R.eader  as 
laborious  to  the  Writer. 

Enough  has  been  recited,  to  ffiew  upon  what  Terms 
Mr.  Penn  was  firft  followed  by  his  Flock,  as  a  Kind 
of  Patriarch,  to  Penfylvania  ;  as  alfo,  what  Failures  in 
his  ConduCt  towards  them  were  complained  of  by 
them  :  And  as  to  the  ConduCt  of  the  feveral  Aflern- 
blies,  which,  in  the  feveral  Periods  of  this  Interval, 
maintain’d  this  Controverfy,  a  bare  Perufal  of  their 
Proceedings  is  in  general  fufficient  for  their  Juftifica- 
tion. 

Men  they  were  :  Paffions  and  Interefts  they  confe¬ 
quently  had  :  And,  if  they  were  fotnetijnes  carried 

away 
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away  a  little  too  far  by  them,  it  is  obvious  the  Paf* 
fions  and  Interefts  of  others  worked  up  the  Ferment 
firft,  and  never  relented  to  the  laft. 

It  is  true,  an  over  rigid  Performance  of  Conditions 
is  not  to  be  expefted  of  Government,  and  feldom  can 
be  exacted  from  it. — But  then  if  the  Reprefentative 
Part  is  not  tenacious,  almoft  to  a  Fault,  of  the 
Rights  and  Claims  of  the  People,  they  will  in  a 
Courfe  of  Time  lofe  their  very.  Pretenfions  to 
them. 

Againft  Logan ,  the  Proprietary’s  Minifter,  ftand 
upon  Record,  ftill  unanfwer’d,  Thirteen  Articles  of 
Mal-verfation,  by  way  of  Impeachment,  which  the 
Governor  ( Evans )  found  means  to  evade,  againft  the 
repeated  Offers  of  the  Affembly  to  produce  their  Wit- 

neffcs  and  fallen  their  Proofs  upon  him. - And  a- 

gainft  the  Governor  himfelf,  twelve  in  the  Shape  of 
Remonftrance,  which  argue  him  loofe  in  Principle, 
arbitrary  in  Difpofition,  and  fcandalous  in  his  private 
Life  and  Deportment. 

So  unpopular  was  he,  that  an  unanimous  Vote  of 
Thanks  to  the  Proprietary  was  paffed  on  his  being  re¬ 
moved,  almofl  before  his  Face,  for  he  was  ftil!  a  Re- 
fident  amongft  them  :  And  as  he  had  been  Logan’s 
Skreen,  fo  his  Succeffor,  Gookin ,  was  little  better  than 
Logan’s  Tool  :  — The  firft  had  the  Name,  the  latter 
the  Power  ;  and  by  the  Help  of  the  Council,  fpurred 
him  on,  or  rein’d  him  in,  as  he  pleafed. 

Both  were  neceffitous,  confequently  craving  alike; 
and  having  each  confider’d  himfelf  firft  and  the  Pro¬ 
prietary  next,  had  little  Confideration  left  for  the 
Crown,  and  none  at  all  for  the  People. 

If  Evans  adventur’d  to  aft  in  many  Refpefts  as  if 
there  was  neither  Charter  nor  Affembly,  or,  rather,  as 
if  he  was  authorized  by  his  ComimfTion  to  do  what 
he  pleafed  in  Contempt  of  both,  (as  appears  by  his 
arbitrary  Difmiffionof  one  Affembly,  merely  becaufe 
they  could  not  be  brought  to  obey  his  Diftature) 
Gookin ,  after  his  Example,  and  at  the  Inftance  of  Lo¬ 
gan ,  declared  another  Affembly  to  be  no  Affembly, 

F  4  and 
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and  refus’d  to  hold  any  further  Correfpondence  with 
them  :  And  yet  when  he  was  on  the  Point  of  being 
recalled,  he  was  both  mean  enough  and  defperare  e- 
nough  to  convene  the  Affembly,  purpofely  to  make 
them  this  laconic  propofition,  viz.  <c  That,  for  the 
little  Time  he  had  to  (lay,  he  was  ready  to  do  the 

Country  all  the  Service  he  could  ; - And  that  they 

might  be  their  own  Carvers,  in  cafe  they  would  in  fome 
Meafure  provide  for  his  going  back  to  feek  another 
Employment.”  Of  which,  however,  they  made  no 
other  Ufe  than  to  gratify  him  with  a  prefent  of 
200  1. 

Laftly,  that  the  Reader  may  have  a  general  Idea 
of  thole  Affemblies,  reprelented  in  proprietary  Lan¬ 
guage  as  fo  refractory  and  turbulent,  fo  pragmatical 
and  affuming,  let  him  accept  of  a  PafTage  out  of  one 
of  their  own  Papers  to  Governor  Evans ,  in  which  they 
thus  characterize  themfelves.  ‘  And  tho’  we  are  mean 
‘  Men,  and  reprefent  a  poor  Colony,  yet  as  we  are 
‘  the  immediate  Grantees  of  one  Branch  of  the  legif- 
‘  lative  Authority  of  this  Province,  (which  we  would 
c  leave  to  oar  Pofterity  as  free  as  it  was  granted)  we 
‘  ought  to  have  been,  and  do  expeft  to  be  more  civilly 
6  treated  by  him  that  claims  the  other  Branch  of  the 
‘  fame  Authority,  and  under  the  fame  royal  Grant, 
‘  and  has  his  Support  from,  us  and  the  People  we  re* 
‘  prefent.’ 

It  is  by  this  Time  apparent  enough,  that  tho’  the 
proprietary  and  popu'ar  Intereffs  fpring  from  one  and 
the  fame  Source,  they  divide  as  they  defcend  :  That 
every  proprietary  Governor,  for  this  Reafon,  has  two 
Mahers  ;  one  who  gives  him  his  Commiffion,  and  one 
who  gives  him  his  Pay  :  That  he  is  on  his  good  Beha¬ 
viour  to  both  :  That  if  he  does  not  fulfil  with  Rigour 
every  proprietary  Command,  however  injurious  to 
the  Province  or  offenfive  to  the  Affembly,  he  k  re¬ 
call’d  :  That  if  he  does  not  gratify  the  Affembly  in 
what  they  think  they  have  a  right  to  claim,  he  is  cer¬ 
tain  to  live  in  perpetual  Broils,  tho’  uncertain  whether 
he  fhall  be  enabled  to  live  at  all.  And  that,  upon  the 

whole, 
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whole,  to  be  a  Governor  upon  fuch  Terms,  is  to  be 
the  moft  wretched  Thing  alive. 

Sir  William  Keith  could  nor  be  ignorant  of  this: 
And  therefore,  however  he  was  in  (tril  led  here  at 
Home,  either  by  his  Principal  or  the  Lords  of  Trade, 
refolv’d  to  govern  himfelf  when  he  came  upon  the 
Spot,  by  the  governing  lntereft  there. — So  that  his 
Adminiftration  was  wholly  different  from  that  of  his 
two  Predeceffors. 

With  as  particular  an  Eye  to  his  own  particular  E- 
molumenthe  dd  indeed  make  his  firft  Addrefs  to  the 
Affembly. — But  then  all  he  Paid  was  in  popular  Lan¬ 
guage. — He  did  not  fo  much  as  name  the  Proprietary : 
And  his  Hints  were  fuch  as  could  not  be  milunder- 
ftood,  that  in  cafe  they  would  pay  him  well,  he  would 
ferve  them  well. 

The  Affembly,  on  the  other  Hand,  had  Senfe  enough 
to  difcern,  that  this  was  all  which  could  be  required 
of  a  Man  who  had  a  Family  to  maintain  with  fome  De¬ 
gree  of  Splendor,  and  who  was  no  richer  than  Plantation 
Governors  ufually  are:  Jn  fhort,  they  believed  in 
him,  were  liberal  to  him,  and  the  Returns  he  annually 
made  them  were  fuitable  to  the  Confidence  they  plac’d 
in  him. — So  that  the  proper  Operation  of  one  Maf- 
ter-Spring  kept  the  whole  Machine  of  Government, 
for  a  considerable  Period  of  Time,  in  a  more  confident 
Motion  than  it  had  ever  known  before. 

Of  all  political  Cements  reciprocal  lntereft  is  the 
ftrongeft:  And  the  Subjects  Money  is  never  fo  well 
difpofed  of,  as  in  the  Maintenance  of  Order  and 
Tranquility,  and  the  Purchafe  of  good  Laws  •,  for 
which  Felicities  Keith’s  Adminiftration  was  defervedly 
memorable. 

Under  proprietary  Difpleafure,  however,  by  the 
Refentment  and  Artifice  of  Logan  the  proprietary  Se¬ 
cretary,  excited  and  aggravated  by  fome  Negle&s  and 
Miftakes  of  his  own,  he  funk  at  laft  *,  alter  what 
Manner,  it  may  not  be  altogether  unufeful  to  inti¬ 
mate. 
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When  Mr.  Penn  died  in  the  Year  1718,  he  left  his 
Hold  of  the  Province  (which  was  much  encumbered, 
by  a  Mortgage  on  one  hand,  and  by  a  Transfer  of 
it  to  the  Crown  for  10,000  /.  of  which  he  had  received 
2000/.  on  the  other)  in  the  Hands  of  Truftees, 
namely,  his  Widow,  Henry  Gouldney ,  JoJhua  Gee ,  and 
his  all-fufficient  Secretary  Logan. 

The  Difficulties  thus  refting  in  his  Family  were 
very  well  known  in  the  Province ;  notwithftanding 
which  the  Inhabitants,  fatisfy’d  with  their  Governor, 
perlevered  in  all  Duties  to  them  nor  feem’d  to  en¬ 
tertain  a  Thought  to  their  Difadvantage. 

Logan  and  his  Creatures  were  the  only  Malecontents. 
And  why  they  were  fo  will  be  made  lufficiently  ob¬ 
vious.  The  Governor  and  Affcmbly  in  Concurrence, 
could  govern  the  Province  without  his  Participation  ; 
fo  he  remained  without  Importance  to  either,  till  this 
Share  of  the  Truft  enabled  him  to  interpofe,  and  in- 
titled  him  to  be  heard,  at  the  Expence  of  both. 

In  the  fecond  Year  after  Keith' s  Arrival,  Logan 
had  divided  his  Council  agairift  him,  and  carriedoff 
a  Majority  j  and  ever  after  had  reprefented  him  in  his 
Pifpatches,  as  having  fubhituted  his  own  Intereft  in 
the  Place  of  the  Proprietary's ,  and  confederated  with 
tire  Affembly  to  make  both  Branches  of  the  Legifla- 
ture  equally  fubfervient  to  popular  Purpofes. 

Subtle,  however,  as  he  was,  and  praCtiied  in  all 
the  Arts  of  political  Difguife,  he  could  not  long  con¬ 
ceal  himfelf  from  the  Penetration  of  Keith. — Thus 
having  been  detected  (as  Keith  fays  *)  in  aggravating, 
and  even  altering  certain  Minutes  of  the  Council-Pro¬ 
ceedings  for  the  Purpofes  before  fpecified  ;and,  in  full 
Confidence  of  proprietary  Protection,  defending  him¬ 
felf  therein,  with  much  perfonal  Abufe  againft  the 
Governor  ;  the  latter  difmiffed  him  from  his  Poll  as 
Secretary,  and  fubftituted  another  in  his  Place. 

With  this,  and  a  Variety  of  other  Complaints,  all 
of  the  fame  Tendency,  Logan  therefore  made  a  Voy¬ 
age  to  England ,  foon  after  he  became  a  Truftee,  and 
there  made  his  court  fo'  effectually  to  the  Widow,  &c, 

*  Governor  Keith’s  Letter  to  the  Widow  Penn,  Sept.  24,  1724. 

that 


Sir  William  Keith,  Bart.  Dep.  Governor.  75 

that  they  freighted  him  back  with  Letters  of  Reproof, 
and  private  Inftrudtions  to  Keith,  not  only  to  re- inflate 
him,  but  in  Effedt,  to  be  governed  by  .him,  as  im¬ 
plicitly  as  Gookin  had  been  governed  before. 

Keith ,  on  the  other  Hand,  being  a  Man  of  too 
much  Spirit  to  fubmit  to  fuch  Treatment,  and  pre¬ 
fuming  bcfide,  that  h  IS  Services  to  and  Intereft  in  the 
Colony,  and  his  Connections  with  the  mod  confider- 
able  Men  in  it,  would  uphold  him  againft  all  Oppo- 
fnion  whatfoever,  communicated  all  to  the  Aflem- 
bly,  together  with  his  own  Anlwers  :  And  this  he 
thought  was  the  more  incumbent  on  him,  becaufe 
Logan  had  already  been  making  his  Efforts  to  dir  up 
a  Party  againft  him. 

Logan ,  upon  this,  commences  Advocate  in  Form 
for  the  Proprietary  Intereft  ;  prefents  a  'written  Plea 
on  its  Behalf  to  the  Affembiy,  juftifying  therein  all 
the  Reftridtions  laid  on  the  Governor  by  thofe  In- 
ftruXions,  (which  will  be  in  the  next  Scfiion  explain’d) 
and  whether  by  Chance  or  Defign,  it  is  hard  to  pro¬ 
nounce,  buffered  the  Secret  of  the  Quarrel  to  efcape, 
by  infinuating,  that  the  Proprietary,  during  his  Ab- 
fence,  had  not  received  one  Penny  either  to  himfelf  or 
his  Family  from  the  Government,  wheieas  others  had 
received  large  Sums . 

The  Affembiy,  however,  not  being  in  a  Humour 
to  pay  two  Government  Subfidies  inifead  of  one,  when 
exempted  by  the  original  Article  of  Quit-Rents  from 
the  Obligation  of- paying  any,  did  not  fo  much  as 
take  Notice  of  this  Point :  But  on  rhe  contrary,  dol¬ 
ing  with  the  Governor,  defired  his  Concurrence  with 
them,  and  offered  their  Concurrence  to  him,  in  with- 
ftanding  whatever  was  in  the  laid  Inftructions  contain- 
ed  reougnant  to  their  Charter,  or  inconfiftent  with  their 
Privileges. 

The  Governor  himfelf  alfo  became  an  Advocate 
for  the  Province,  and  laid  before  the  Affembiy  a 
written  Defence  of  the  Conftitution  thereof,  as  well 
as  of  the  late  Proprietary’s  Character,  in  Anfwer  to 
Logan’s  Memorial ;  and  the  Seffon  was  concluded 

mo  ft 
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moft  triumphantly  on  the  Governor’s  Side  :  For  the 
Houfe  not  only  agreed  to  a  Remonftrance,  in  Anfwer 
to  the  Widow  Penns  private  Inftrudtions,  as  they  were 
called  ;  but  moreover  gratified  him  for  his  extraordi¬ 
nary  Services  with  a  Thoufind  Pounds. 

The  Controverfy  continued  notwithftanding;  and 
both  Parties  beftirred  themfelves  equally  in  order  to 
make  Profelytes.  Logan  leemed  more  humble  than 
before,  but  never  was  more  confident.  Keith  never 
was  fo  much  in  Pain  for  his  own  Stability,  and  yet  ne¬ 
ver  feemed  to  have  lefs  Apprehenfions.  In  Propor¬ 
tion,  however,  as  it  became  more  and  more  probable, 
that  he  would  be  laid  afide,  he  became  lefs  and  lefs 
confidered  ;  and  a  Breach  between  him  and  the  Speaker 
Lloyd  fo  ofeen  mentioned,  and  who  had,  even  in  Print, 
acted  the  Part  of  a  Second  to  him,  became  as  fatal  to 
him  as  it  was  fortunate  to  Logan. 

When  the  next  Affembly  met,  it  foon  appeared, 
that  though  the  Governor  ufed  the  fame  Patriot- 
Language  to  it,  he  had  not  the  fame  Afcendency  over 
it.  Two  feveral  Negatives  were  put,  upon  two  fe- 
veral  Motions,  to  furnifh  him,  the  fir  ft  with  600  l.  the 
fecond  with  500  /.  towards  his  Support.  No  more 
than  400/.  could  be  obtained:  And,  notwithftanding 
all  Engines  and  all  Devices  were  employed,  no  farther 
Compenfation  could  be  procured  for  him. 

It  is  equally  the  Lot  of  this  Nation  to  be  morefpe- 
cious  than  virtuous,  more  fplendid  than  confident, 
and  to  abound  more  in  Politicians  than  Philofophers. 
Keith  had  more  of  the  former  than  the  latter  in  his 
Compofition,  tho*  he  was  neither  in  any  eminent  De¬ 
gree.  A  Politician  would  not  have  furnifhed  his  Ad- 
verfaries  with  a  Plea  to  excufe  his  Removal,  by  com¬ 
municating  a  private  Paper  to  a  popular  Affembly. 
A  Philofopher,  governed  by  Principle,  and  Proof  a- 
gainft  Paftion,  would  not  have  been  in  the  Power  of 
any  Iffue  whatfoever  :  And  if  the  Affembly  had  been 
capable  of  Confiftency,  they  would  have  fet  a  Luftre 
on  his  Difmiftlon,  by  accompanying  it  with  all  the 
Douceurs  in  the  Power  of  the  Province  to  have  heaped 

upon 
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upon  him,  that  other  Governors  might  have  thought 
it  worth  their  while  to  proceed  on  his  Plan. 

Inftead  of  which,  on  the  firft  Intelligence  of  a  new 
Governor,  which  was  as  carefully  imparted  to  them, 
as  concealed  from  him ,  they  even  affe&ed  to  procraf- 
tinate  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Province  ;  and  when  up¬ 
braided  by  Keith  with  this  Backwardnefs,  and,  not 
without  fome  Mixture  of  Indignation,  required  to 
give  the  Public  a  Teftimonial  of  his  Adminiftration, 
they  proceeded  in  it  as  if  rather  conftrained  than  in¬ 
clined  ;  and  at  laft  took  Care  to  fay  as  little  as  poffi- 
ble,  tho*  they  had  Room  to  fay  fo  much. 

In  fhort,  after  a  nine  Years  Adminiftration,  un- 
embarraffed  with  any  one  Breach  between  the  Gover¬ 
nor  and  Affembly  ;  and,  as  acknowledged  by  the  lat¬ 
ter,  produdlive  of  much  pofitive  Good  to  the  Pro¬ 
vince,  they  parted  with  reciprocal  Coldnefs  if  not 
Difguft.  Keith  difdaining  to  follow  Gookin* s  Exam¬ 
ple  in  defiring  a  Benevolence  ;  and  they  not  having 
Confideration  enough  left  for  him  to  offer  it. 

There  is  no  Man,  long  or  much  converfafit  in  this 
overgrown  City,  who  hath  not  often  found  himfelf  in 
Company  with  the  Shades  of  departed  Governors, 
doom’d  to  wander  out  the  Refidue  of  their  Lives, 
full  of  the  agonizing  Remembrance  of  their  paffed 
Eminence,  and  the  fevere  Senfation  of  prefent  Neg- 
letft. 

Sir  William  Keith ,  upon  his  *  Return,  was  added 
to  this  unfortunate  Lift  ;  concerning  whom  the  leaf!; 
that  can  be  faid,  is,  that  either  none  but  Men  ot  For¬ 
tune  Ihould  be  appointed  to  ferve  in  fuch  dignified 
Offices ;  or  otherwife,  that,  for  the  Honour  of 
Government  itfelf,  fuch  as  are  recalled  without  any 
notorious  Imputation  on  their  Conduct,  Ihould  be 

*  He  ft  a  id  in  Philadelphia  fome  Time  after  his  being  difplaced  : 
And,  feduced  by  his  Refentments,  condefcended  to  a£t  a  Part  nei¬ 
ther  becoming  or  prudent :  Procuring  himfelf  to  be  returned  as  an 
Aflembly- man,  and  taking  all  the  Meafures  in  his  Power  to  divide 
the  Province,  embarrafs  the  Governor,  and  diftrcfs  the  Proprieta¬ 
ries. 

pre- 
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preferved  from  that  Wretchednefs  and  Contempt 
which  they  have  been  but  too  frequently  permitted  to 
fall  into,  for  want  even  of  a  proper  Subfiftence. 

The  Reader  is  defired  to  pardon  this  Digreflion,  if 
it  is  one.  It  was  neceffary  to  ffaew,  that  the  Province 
of  Penfylvania ,  when  well  governed,  is  eafily  govern¬ 
ed  :  And  that  which  ever  Branch  of  the  Leo-iflature 

O 

inflames  the  Proprietary  jealoufy,  or  interferes  with 
the  Proprietary  Interefl,  the  Relult  is  the  fame:  The 
obnoxious  Affembly  is  reprimanded  and  vilify’d,  and 
as  before  obferved,  the  obnoxious  Governor  is  re¬ 
called. 

So  that,  unlefs  the  Province  ftoops  to  be  loaded 
with  a  triple  Tier  of  Subfldies  ;  namely,  one  for  the 
public  Service,  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  one  for 
the  Governor’s  annual  Appointments,  and  one  for 
the  Gratification  of  the  Proprietaries  and  their  Crea¬ 
tures,  it  feems  reafonable  to  conclude  it  is  never  to 
enjoy  any  eftablifhed  State  of  Tranquility. 

And  now,  in  Addition  to  the  Points  of  proprietary 
Incroachment  and  proprietary  Refentment  already 
mentioned,  we  are  naturally  led  to  fuch  other  Points 
of  Controverly,  as  at  various  Times  have  arifen  for 
want  of  fufficient  Forefight  and  fufficient  Preventives  ; 
and  of  which  feveral  are  unhappily  in  Agitation  at 
this  very  Day. 

It  cannot  but  be  recollected,  that  Mr.  Penn ,  in  his 
Difcourfe  with  his  joint  Adventurers  concerning  re- 
ferv’d  Rents,  for  the  Support  of  Government,  made 
a  remarkable  Diftinbtion  between  his  two  Capacities 
of  Proprietary  and  Governor:  And  from  hence,  as 
well  as  from  the  Nature  of  the  Truft,  it  muft  obvi- 
oufly  follow,  that  when  he  withdrew  himfelf  to  Eng¬ 
land and  transferred  the  Government  to  his  Depu¬ 
ties,  thofe  Deputies  could  not  but  be  poflefled  of  all 
the  Powers  originally  veiled,  by  the  Crown,  in  him. 
Adroit  as  he  was  at  Refinements,  he  could  not  do  by 
his  Truft  as  he  did  by  his  Land  ; — withhold  a  Referve 
of  Power,  and,  like  the  drunken  Sailors  in  the  Play, 

,  <*  ap- 
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appoint  a  Vice-Roy,  and  retain  a  Power  to  be  Vice- 
Roy  over  him. 

And  yet  even  Mr.  Penn  himfelf,  in  his  Commifiion 
to  Evans ,  a  Man,  as  we  have  been,  determined 
enough  to  pufh  any  proprietary,  and  defeat  any  po¬ 
pular,  Points  whatsoever,  could  venture  to  flip  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Claufe  into  his  Commifiion.  To  wit  ;  1  Sav- 
4  ing  always  to  me  and  my  Pleirs,  our  final  Affent  to 
4  all  fuch  Bills  as  thou  fhalt  pafs  into  Laws  in  the 
4  faid  Government,  CL.9 

The  Afiembiy,  however,  to  whom  this  Commif- 
fion  was  communicated,  were  Shrewd  enough  to  ftart 
the  following  Doubt  upon  it,  and  to  fend  it  by  Way 
of  Mefiage  to  the  Council.  To  wit  ;  4  Whether  the 
4  faid  Vote  is  void  in  itfelf,  and  does  not  vacate  the 
4  reft  of  the  faid  Commiflion,  or  render  it  invalid  ?* 
— And  the  Council,  with  the  Proprietary’s  eldeft  Son 
at  the  Head,  and  Secretary  Logan  at  the  Rear  of  it, 
were  fo  ftartled  at  it,  that,  in  order  to  evade  the  laft 
Inference,  they  found  themfelves  under  a  Neceffity  to 
return  the  following  Anfwer. 

4  We  of  the  Council,  whofe  Names  are  hereunto 
4  fubfcribed,  are  of  Opinion,  that  the  faid  Saving  is 
4  void  in  itfelf :  And  that  tnofe  Bills  which  the  prelent 
4  Lieutenant-Governor  fhall  think  fit  to  pafs  into 
4  Laws,  and  caufe  the  Proprietary’s  great  Seal  to  be 
4  affixed  thereunto,  cannot  afterwards  be  vacated  or 
4  annulled  by  the  Proprietary  without  Afifent  of  the 
4  Afiembiy  of  this  Province.’ 

The  next  Piece  of  Practice  to  anfwer  the  fame  Pur- 
pofe  that  was  found  out,  was  to  impoi'e  certain  Con¬ 
ditions  of  Government  on  the  Deputy,  unf  er  the  Pe¬ 
nalty  of  a  certain  Sum.  This  was  firft  fubmitted  to 
by  Keith,  and  has  been  a  Rule  to  all  his  Succeficr?, 
with  this  Difference,  that  whereas  the  Penalty  exact¬ 
ed  from  him  was  but  1000  /.  Sterl.  it  has  been  fince 
raifed  to  2,  or  3000  /. 

If  ever  the  Cafe  of  this  Colony  fhould  come  be¬ 
fore  Parliament,  which  is  not  altogether  improbable, 
no  Doubt  thefe  Conditions  will  be  called  for :  And 
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if  they  fliould  then  be  found  irreconcileable  with  the 
Charter,  and  a  Check  upon  the  Legiflative,  altoge¬ 
ther  unconftitutional  and  illegal,  the  Wifdom  of  the 
Nation  will,  no  doubt,  pronounce  upon  fuch  a  Tref- 
pafs  according  to  the  Heinoufnefs  of  it. 

Again  :  The  Widow  Penn ,  in  her  private  Inftruc- 
tions  to  Sir  William  Keith ,  having  admitted  and  coni* 
plained,  that  the  Powers  of  Legiflature  were  lodged 
in  the  Governor  and  Affembly  without  fo  much  as  a 
Negative  referved  to  the  Proprietary  when  abfent,  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  avow,  that  it  was  never  intended  [by  the  Pro¬ 
prietary  muff  be  underllood]  the  faid  Governor  and 
Affembly  fhould  have  the  Exercife  of  thefe  Powers  ; 
as  alfo  to  pronounce  it  a  dangerous  Invention  of  Keith’s 
to  enadt  Laws  in  Conjundlion  with  the  Affembly,  and 
tranfmit  them  diredlly^to  the  King’s  Minifters  with¬ 
out  any  other  Check  :  And  then,  after  thus  arrogant¬ 
ly  interpofmg  between  the  King  and  his  Lieges  of  this 
Province,  clenches  the  whole  with  the  following  In- 
jundtion.  4  Therefore,  for  Remedy  of  this  Grie- 
4  vance,  it  is  required,  that  thou  aclvife  with  the 
4  Council,  upon  every  Meeting  or  Adjournment  of 
‘  the  Affembly  which  requires  any  Deliberation  on 
‘  the  Governor’s  Part :  That  thou  make  no  Speech, 
4  nor  fend  any  written  Meffage  to  the  Affembly,  but 
4  what  fhall  be  fir  ft  approved  in  Council ;  that  thou 
4  receive  ail  Meffages  from  them  in  Council,  if  prac- 
4  ticable  at  the  Time  •,  and  fhall  return  no  Bills  to 
4  the  Houfe,  without  the  Advice  of  the  Council  ; 
4  nor  pafs  any  whaifoever  into  a  Law  without  the 
4  Confent  of  a  Majority  of  that  Board,  &c* 

What,  therefore,  the  Governor’s  Bond  had  not 
been  fufficient  to  obtain,  this  new  Expedient  was  to 
extort.  If  the  Governor  would  not  adt  as  required, 
he  was  thus  to  be  difabled  from  adling  at  all:  And 
after  fo  many  various  Frames  of  Government  had 
been  granted  and  regranted,  Proprietary  Will  and 
Pleafure  was  to  be  the  laft  Refort  of  all. 

In  vain  both  Governor  and  Affembly  freely  and 
fully  remonflrated  again!!  fuch  an  Innovation,  in  a 

Go- 
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Government  fuppofed  to  be  guarded  by  Charter  againft 
all  Innovations  whatfoever  j  more  efpecially  fuch  as 
were  neither  confiftent  with  the  Rights  of  the  People, 
the  Powers  already  veiled  in  the  Governor,  or  the 
Refped  due  to  the  Crown. 

Logdn  difcovered  the  Aftcmbly  were  not  authorized 
by  Charter  to  advife ,  tho’  they  were  to  enad  •,  becaufe 
the  Word  Advice  was  not  to  be  found  in  That  lafi  gi- 
Ven  to  them  :  That  Governors  were  not  to  be  trufted 
to  ad  without  Advice  ;  eonfequently  the  laid  Expe¬ 
dient  to  bridle  them  was  a  good  one  ;  and  if  we 
may  judge  by  Events,  his  Sophiflry  has  given  the 
Law  ever  fince. 

From  what  has  been  thus  far  recited,  it  is  obvious* 
that  the  Proprietary  of  P enfilvania  was  of  too  little 
Confideration  here  at  Home,  to  be  of  much  Ufe  to 
the  Province  either  as  a  Protedor  or  Advocate.  And 
yet  that  he  was  there  fo  much  above  the  Level  of  his 
Freemen  and  Tenants,  that,,  even  in  their  iegiflative 
Capacity  confederated  with  their  Governor,  they 
could  hardly  maintain  their  Rights  they  were  fo  many 
Ways  intitled  to*  againft  the  Artifices  and  Encroach¬ 
ments  of  his  Emiffaries. 

As  Lord  of  the  Soil  is  the  Light  he  is  next  to  be 
confidered  ini 

The  Charter  Mr.  Penn  obtained  of  the  Crown, 
comprehended  a  far  greater  Extent  of  Territory,  than 
he  thought  fit  to  take  up  of  the  Indians  at  his  firft 
Purchafe. 

And  even  in  the  very  Infancy  of  his  Colony,  it  was 
by  Ad  of  AfTembly  inconfiderately,  becaufe  uncondi¬ 
tionally*  provided,  that  in  Cafe  any  Perfon  fhould  pre¬ 
fume  to  buy  Land  of  the  Natives  within  the  Limits 
of  the  Province,  &c.  without  Leave  firft  obtained 
from  the  Proprietary ,  the  Bargain  and  Purchafe  fo 
made  fhould  be  void, 

Rendered  thus  the  only  Purchafer,  he  reckoned  he 
might  always  accommodate  himfelf  at  the  Indian  Mar¬ 
ket  on  the  fame  Terms  with  what  Quantity  of  Land 
he  pleafed  $  and  till  the  Stock  in  Hand,  or  fuch  Parts 
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of  it  as  he  thought  fit  to  difpofe  of,  were  in  a  fair 

ay  of  being  fold  off,  he  did  not  think  it  for  his  In¬ 
to  incumber  himfelf  with  more. 

his  happened  fooner  than  he  forefaw ;  tho’  it 
muff  be  acknowledged  the  Founders  of  few  Cities 

appear  to  have  had  more  Forefight  than  he. - The  ; 

Growth  of  his  Colony  exceeded  his  moft  fanguine 
Expectations  ;  and,  when  fucceflive  new  Purchafes 
came  to  be  made,  an  Inconvenience  by  Degrees  be¬ 
came  manifefl,  which,  perhaps,  had  not  been  thought 
of  before,  or  if  thought  of,  had  not  been  guarded 
againft. 

Men  who  want  a  prefent  Convenience  muff  not  be 
over-folicitous  about  future  Contingencies ;  and,  in 
general,  we  chufe  to  be  blind  to  fuch  Obftacles  as  we 
fear  we  have  not  Strength  enough  to  remove  : — He 
that  is  too  much  a  Huckfter  often  lofes  a  Bargain;  as 
he  that  is  too  little  lo,  often  purchafes  a  Law-Suit. 

It  was  no  hard  Matter  to  induce  a  Belief,  that  oc- 
cafional  Treaties  with  the  Indians ,  under  the  Pre¬ 
tence  of  keeping  up  the  fame  brotherly  Correfpond- 
ence  which  had  been  at  firfb  eftablifhed  with  them, 
were  a  neceffary  Meafure  of  Government ;  nor  to 
prevail  with  the  Province,  while  this  was  under- 
ftood  the  foie  Confideration,  to  bear  the  Expence  of 
them. 

But  when  it  appeared,  as  in  Courfe  of  Time  was 
unavoidable,  that  a  Treaty  and  a  Purchafe  went  on 
together  ;  that  the  former  was  a  Shoeing-Horn  for 
the  latter ;  that  the  Governor  only  made  the  Com¬ 
pliments,  and  the  Afiembly  the  Prefents,  E5V.  it 
could  not  but  appear  alfo,  that  there  mult  be  fome- 
w'nat  unfair  in  a  Procedure  where  one  paid  all  the 
Coft,.  and  the  other  ingroffed  all  the  Profit :  And 
that  it  was  high  Time  to  put  fome  Stop  to  a  Pra&ice 
fo  injurious  to  their  Underftandings. 

It  is  not  indeed  neceffary  in  private  Life  to  bar¬ 
gain,  that  thofe  who  purchafe  for  their  own  Ufe  and 
Advantage,  fhould  pay  the  Price  out  of  their  own 
Pockets;  but  in  public  it  is. 

Perfons 
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^Perfons  who  (land  on  the  fame  Ground  will  infill 
on  the  fame  Rights.  And  it  is  Matter  of  Wonder, 
when  any  one  Party  difcovers  Folly  or  Infolence 
enough  to  demand  or  expert  any  Pre-Eminence  over 
the  other. 

Whereas  Prerogative  admits  of  no  Equality-,  and 
pre  fuppofes,  that  Difference  of  Place  alters  the  Ufe 
of  Language,  and  even  the  very  Nature  of  Things. 

Hence,  though  Protection  is  the  Reafon,  and, 
confequently,  fliould  be  the  End  of  Government, 
we  ought  to  be  as  much  upon  our  Guard  againft  our 
Protectors  as  againft  our  Enemies. 

Power,  like  Water,  is  ever  working  its  own  Way  j 
and  wherever  it  can  find  or  make  an  Opening,  is 
altogether  as  prone  to  overflow  whatever  is  fubject 
to  it. 

And  tho’  Matter  of  Right  overlooked,  may  be  re¬ 
claimed  and  re-affumed  at  any  Time,  it  cannot  be 
too  foon  reclaimed  and  re-affumed. 

That  Affembly  then,  which  firft  difcover’d  this 
Lapfe,  or  which,  at  the  Requifition  of  their  Confti- 
tuents,  firft  endeavoured  to  retrieve  it,  did  no  more 
than  their  Duty  :  And  the  Precedent  they  fet  cannot 
be  too  clofely  followed. 

Again  :  The  Diflinction  made  by  Mr.  Penn  in  the 
Cafe  of  the  Quit-Rents,  between  his  two  Capacities 
of  Governor  and  Proprietary,  had  an  Ufe,  which  even 
He,  with  all  his  Shrewdnefs,  did  not  perhaps  advert 
to,  when  it  was  made,  or,  at  lead,  expect  it  would 
be  adverted  to  by  any  Body  elfe. 

For  the  Support  of  the  Governor  and  Government, 
it  mull  be  recollected  they  were  fubmitted  to  for  the 
Support  of  the/  Proprietary ,  when  abient  from  his 
Government,  and  when  the  Government  Charge  was 
otherwife  fupported,  they  were  paid. — And  as  he  and 
his  Agents  went  on,  not  only  to  relerve  fuch  Rents 
out  of  all  the  Parcels  of  Lands  they  difpofed  of,  but 
even  to  rife  in  their  Demands,  as  the  Value  of  Lands 
arofe  fo  it  could  not  but  follow.  That  in  Procefs  of 

G  2  Time, 


84  An  Hiflorical  R  EV I E  IF  of  the 

Time  thefe  Quit-Rents  would  of  themfelves  become 
an  immenfe  Eflate. 

When,  therefore,  the  Proprietary  no  longer  acted 
as  Governor ,  nor  even  refided  in  the  Province,  or  ex¬ 
pended  a  Fifth  of  his  Income  there,  could  it  be  fup- 
pofed.  That  this  Eflate,  thus  obtained  and  thus  per¬ 
verted  from  its  original  Purpofe,  fhould  not  be  liable, 
in  common  with  all  other  Eftates,  to  contribute  to 
thofe  Charges  it  was  firft  in  the  Intire  allotted  for, 

and  the  whole  Amount  of  which  it  fo  many  Fold  ex- 

* 

ceeds  ? 

No  Property  in  England  is  Tax-free :  No  Differ¬ 
ence  in  the  Amount,  or  Value  of  Property,  makes 
any  Difference  in  the  Duty  of  Subjects :  And  no¬ 
thing  is  more  confonant  to  Reafon,  than  that  He  who 
poffeffes  moft,  fhould  contribute  moft  to  the  public 
Service. 

And  yet,  for  want  of  a  fpeciSc  Claufe  to  declare 
their  Property  taxable,  the  prefect  Proprietaries  infill 
on  having  it  exempted  from  every  public  Obligation, 
and  upon  charging  the  Difference  on  the  Public,  who, 
it  cannot  be  too  often  remembered,  gave  it  in  the  firfb 
.Tnftance  as  the  Price  of  an  Exemption  from  all  other 
Taxes. 

Clear,  however,  it  will  be  made  to  every  unpre¬ 
judiced  Mind,  That  fuch  a  fpecific  Claufe  neither  is 
or  ever  was  neceffary :  And,  that  in  Virtue  of  thev 
inherent  Right,  as  well  as  the  Power  and  Authority 
repofed  in  the  Freemen  to  tax  themfelves  by  Ways  and 
Means  of  their  own  providing,  all  the  Property  of 
the  Province  lies  indiferiminately  at  their  Difcre- 
tion,  fubjedl  to  an  equal  Taxation. 

The  P aper- Currency  of  the  Province  is  next  to  be 
mentioned  •,  and  as  That  was  out  of  Profpebl  while 
the  leveral  Frames  of  Government  were  under  Con- 
fideration,  it  could  not  be  comprehended  in  any  of 
them. 

The  Currency  then  was,  and  fo  continued  to  be, 
for  many  Years  after,  Gold  and  Silver  of  any  Species 
by  Weight  •,  at  firft  in  fo  irregular  a  Manner,  and  at 

fuch 


Constitution,  &c.  of  Penfylvani'a.  85 

fu-eh  uncertain  Rates,  as  gave  the  Crafcy  many  Op¬ 
portunities  to  prey  upon  the  ignorant  and  necefiitousj 
confequently  was  productive  of  muchContention,  Em- 
barraflment  and  Confufion. 

By  royal  Proclamation,  in  the  Fourth  of  Queen 
Anne,  the  Rates  and  Values  of  all  foreign  Coins  cur¬ 
rent  in  the  Englifh  Colonies  were  limited  and  ascer¬ 
tained;  and,  in  her  Sixth,  the  Contents  of  the  Said 
Proclamation  were  enaCted  into  a  Law,  which  is  dill 
in  Force. 

But  the  annual  Influx  of  thefe  foreign  Coins, 
through  what  Channel  Soever,  or  from  whatfoever 
Source,  by  no  Means  anfwered  the  Demands  of  an¬ 
nual  I  flue. 

From  England  came  all  the  Manufactures  confumed 
in  the  Plantations  ;  and  all  the  Returns  they  could 
make  by  their  Commodities  Sent  thither  direCtly,  or 
the  ProduCt  of  them  at  other  Markets,  fell  far  fhortof 
the  Ballance  growing  againd  them. 

The  DefeCt,  therefore,  was  to  be  made  good  tin 
Gold  and  Silver,  and  was  So  as  long  and  as  often  as 
any  could  be  found.— Every  Colony,  in  its  Turn, 
was,  confequently,  drained  of  its  Specie  :  And,  as  it 
is  an  Impolfibility  known  and  avowed,  for  any  trading 
Community  to  fubfld  without  Some  Medium  of  Cir¬ 
culation,  every  Colony  in  its  Turn  was  obliged  to  have 
Recourfe  to  the  Same  Expedient  of  uttering  Provin- 
!  cial  Bills  of  Credit,  and  making  them  anfwer,  as  far 
as  poflible,  all  the  topical  Purpofes  of  Gold  and  Sil¬ 
ver  :  By  which  their  Several  Capitals  were  enlarged ; 
the  Gold  and  Silver  became  Commodities  that  could 
be  Spared  for  Exportation  ;  and  the  Merchants  at 
Home  were  paid  in  that  Gold  and  Silver,  without  any 
Provincial  Detriment. 

Penfylvania ,  however,  if  not  the  very  lad,  was 
one  of  the  lad,  which  gave  into  it.  It  was  not  till 
the  Year  1722  (Keith  Governor)  that  they  made  their 
flrd  Experiment ;  and  even  then  they  proceeded  with 
the  utmost  Caution  and  CircumfpeCtion,  in  every  Step 
1  they  took. 
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Knowing,  for  Example,  That  the  Danger  of  De¬ 
preciation  was  the  only  Danger  they  had  to  guard 
againft,  and  that  nothing  but  an  over  Quantity,  De- 
fe£t  of  lolid  Security,  and  of  proper  Provifion,  to 
recall  and  cancel  them,  could  create  that  Danger, 
they  iflfued  at  firft  but  15,000  pounds  :  They  made 
no  Loans  but  on  Land-fecurity  or  Piate  deposited  in 
the  Loan-Office  :  They  obliged  the  Borrowers  to  pay 
five  per  Cent .  for  the  Sums  they  took  up  :  They 
made  their  Bills  a  Tender  in  all  Payments  of  all  Kinds, 
on  Pain  of  vacating  the  Debt,  or  forfeiting  the  Com¬ 
modity  :  To  keep  them  as  near  as  poffibie  on  a  Par 
with  Gold  and  Silver,  They  impofed  fufficient  Penal¬ 
ties  on  all  thofe  who  prefumed  to  make  any  Bargain 
or  Sale  upon  cheaper  Terms,  in  cafe  of  being  paid 
in  the  one  preferably  to  the  other :  They  provided 
for  the  gradual  Reduction  of  them,  by  enadting. 
That  one  Eighth  of  the  Principal,  as  well  as  the 
whole  Intereft  Money  fhould  be  annually  paid. — And 
it  was  not  till  they  were  convinced  by  Experience  of 
the  Utility  of  the  Meafure,  and  the  Infufficiency  of 
the  Sum,  that  they  adventured  to  iffue  30,000  Pounds 
more. 

Such,  moreover,  was  the  Benefit  apparently  refult- 
ing  from  it ;  fuch  the  Inconveniency  apprehended  by 
every  Body  from  the  Scarcity  of  Money  fure  to  fol¬ 
low  a  too  precipitate  Difcharge  of  the  Loans  j  and 
fuch  the  apparent  Growth  of  the  Province  during  this 
Interval,  that,  in  the  Year  1729  ( Patrick  Gordon 
Governor)  it  was  thought  advifeable  to  encreafe  the 
Provincial  Capital  by  a  new  Emiffion  of  Bills,  to  the 
Amount  of  30,000  Pounds,  and  to  render  the  Re¬ 
payments  (till  eafier  to  the  Borrowers  by  reducing 
them  to  one  Sixteenth  a  Year. 

Again  :  In  the  Year  173. 9  (George  Thomas  Gover¬ 
nor)  Occafion  was  taken  from  the  Difcoveries  re¬ 
peatedly  made,  That  thefe  Provincial-Bills  had  been 
counterfeited,  not  only  to  call  them  all  in,  in  order 
to  their  being  replaced  with  others  of  a  new  Impref- 
fion,  &c.  but  alfo  for  the  Reafons  before  given,  to 
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iflue  the  further  Sums  bf  1 1 , 1 1  o  Pounds,  five  Shill¬ 
ings  (which,  added  to  the  Sums  already  in  Circula¬ 
tion,  made  their  whole  Capital  amount  to  80,000 
Pounds)  to  be  current  for  fixteen  Years. 

Laftly  :  Finding,  That  the  like,  or  a  greater  Sum, 
in  Cafe  the  Province  fhould  grow  ftill  greater,  would 
in  all  Probability  be  always  neceffary,  the  Afiembly 
moreover  provided,  That  fo  faft  as  any  of  the  former 
Borrowers  fhould  repay  their  Principal-Money,  the 
Truftees  of  the  Loan-Office  might  re-emit  the  fame 
Sums  during  the  faid  Term  of  fixteen  Years,  on  the 
fame  Conditions,  either  to  them  or  others,  without 
any  new  Authority  for  that  Purpole. 

And,  upon  the  Whole,  it  is  to  be  oblerved,  That 
the  Afiembly,  in  eftablifhing  this  Paper- Currency  ; 
in  taking  upon  themfelves,  as  Reprefentatives  of  the 
Province,  to  appoint  the  Truftees  and  other  Officers 
charged  with  the  Adminiftration  of  it  *,  in  providing, 
that  the  faid  Truftees  and  Officers  fhould  be  refponfi- 
ble  to  the  Province  for  their  Condudt  in  it  •,  and  in 
referving  to  the  Afiembly,  for  the  Time  being,  the 
Difpofition  and  Application  of  the  annual  Produdt, 
met  not  with  any  fuch  Objection  from  their  Gover¬ 
nors,  or  the  Proprietaries,  or  the  Miniftry  here  at 
Home,  as  could  excite  the  leaft  Apprehenfion  of  any 
fuch  Conteft,  as  might  either  embroil  the  Province, 
affedt  the  Intereft,  or  incommode  the  Government  of 
it. 

It  is  true,  the  Proprietaries  and  their  Agents  did, 
from  the  Beginning,  difcover  a  Repugnance  to  this 
Meafure,  till  they  found  themfelves  confidered  in  it : 
Like  the  Snail  with  his  Horns,  they  had  no  Senfations 
for  the  Province  but  what  reached  them  through  the 
Nerves  of  Power  and  Profit.  Profit,  though  ranked 
laft,  they  confulted  firft  ;  and  when  poflefied  of  one 
Point,  they  thought  they  might  wrangle  more  fuc- 
cefsfully  for  the  other. 

If  the  Widow  Penn  acquiefced  in  the  Paper-Money 
Adts  pafied  by  Keith,  fhe  reprimanded  him  for  paffing 
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them ;  and  in  a  Manner  forbid  him  to  pafs  any 
more. 

Gordon  (Keith’s  Succeffor)  having  over  and  over 
again  acknowledged  his  Conviction  of  the  Conveniences 
arifing  to  the  Province  from  a  reafonab'e  Increafe  of 
their  Paper  Currency,  gave  the  Afiembly  to  under- 
Hand,  in  fo  many  Words,  That  nothing  but  the  Gra¬ 
tification  of  the  Proprietaries  in  the  Affair  of  their 
Quit-Rents  would  prevent  the  Oppofition  they  were 
otherwife  to  expeft  to  the  Aft  then  before  them  in 
England. 

By  fpecial  Ccntraft  with  the  feveral  Purchafers, 
theft  Quit-Rents  of  theirs  were  to  be  paid  in  Sterling- 
Money :  And,  as  it  was  impofiible,  by  any  Provifion 
whatfoever,  to  make  the  Provincial  Currency  anfwer 
the  univerfal  Purpofes  of  Gold  and  Silver,  fo  no 
Provifion  could  hinder  thefe  Metals  from  having  the 
Preference  of  Paper.  To  convert  Paper  into  Specie 
or  Bullion  could  not  of  Courfe  but  be  attended  with 
fome  Coft  :  And  hence  the  Proprietary-Remittances 
could  not  but  come  fhorter  home. — When,  therefore, 
by  the  80,000  Pounds  Aft,  Paper  was  to  become  the 
Provincial  Eftablifhment,  they  would  not  allow  their 
Share  of  the  Provincial  Advantage  refulting  from 
(which  was,  at  lead,  equal  to  That  of  the  Province, 
as  will  hereafter  become  apparent)  to  be  what  it  really 
was,  an  adequate  Confideration,  but  infilled,  not  only 
on  having  the  Difference  between  Paper  and  Specie  or 
Bullion  made  up  to  them,  but  that  the  Difference  of 
Exchange  fhould  be  made  up  to  them  alio;  or,  in 
other  Words,  that  the  Pounds  Sterling  due  to  them  in 
Penfyhania ,  fhould  be  paid  to  them  Nett  in  England. 

In  fhort,  the  Sum  of  1,200  Pounds  was  in  this 
Manner  extorted  from  the  Province,  together  with  an 
Annuity  of  130  Pounds,  to  continue  during  the  Cir¬ 
culation  of  tilde  Bills ;  which  will  ferve  to  fhew,  at 
lead.  That  the  Province  could  not  be  more  flubborn, 
upon  other  Occafions,  than  the  Proprietaries  were  feiftfli 
on  This. 
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There  remains  yet  another  Topic  to  be  touched 
upon,  which  will  require  a  more  tender  Confidera- 
tion  from  the  Reader  than  perhaps  it  may  always 
find. 

Mr.  Penn  and  his  Followers  were  of  that  Sedt,  wno 
call  themfelves  by  the  amiable  and  levelling  Name  of 
Friends  ;  and  who,  having  been  at  firft  opprobrioufly 
called  by  that  of  Quakers,  have  been  forced,  by  the 
joint  Tyranny  of  Impofition  and  Cuftom,  to  anfwer 
to  it  ever  fince. 

Of  Thefe,  the  Majority  carried  along  with  them  a 
Scruple  better  accommodated  to  the  forming  of  a  So¬ 
ciety  and  preferring  it  in  Peace,  than  to  the  protedfing 
it  from  thofe  Infults  and  Depredations  which  Pride 
and  Luff  of  Dominion  have  at  all  Periods  committed 
on  their  weaker  Neighbours  ;  and  from  the  Vifita- 
tion  of  which,  no  Syftem  of  Politics,  Morals,  or 
Religion,  hath  as  yet  been  able  to  preferve  Man¬ 
kind. 

All  their  Views,  Piirpofes  and  Endeavours  were 
narrowed,  therefore,  to  the  Forms  and  Ufes  of  Civil 
Life  j  and  to  link  the  feveral  Parts  of  their  own  little 
Community  in  the  moft  expedient  Manner  together. 

Nor,  indeed,  had  They  at  that  Time  any  other 
Gbjedt  before  them  :  Alike  to  wage  War  againft 
any  Power  in  Alliance  with  England ,  and  to  corre- 
fpond  with  any  Power  at  War  with  Her,  was  ex- 
prefiy  forbid  both  to  the  Proprietary  and  the  Province 
by  the  Fifteenth  Sedtion  of  the  Royal  Charter. 

The  French  were  too  feeble  in  America  and  too  re¬ 
mote  from  Penfylvanla  to  be  then  apprehended.  The 
Provinces  adjacent  were  Branches  from  the  fame  Root, 
and  refponfible  for  their  Condudt  to  the  fame  Laws; 
and  the  Indians ,  from  the  very  Beginning,  had  been 
confidered  and  treated  as  equally  the  Sons  of  one  com¬ 
mon  Father. 

Land  wanted  by  €s  was  a  Drug  to  them.  The 
Province,  then  to  be  allotted,  peopled  and  cultivated, 
had  not  been  wrefied  from  them  by  Violence,  but  pur- 
chafed  for  a  fuitable  Confideration.  In  the  Contradl 

between 
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between  the  Proprietary  and  his  Sub- Adventurers,  all 
poffible  Care  had  been  taken,  That  no  Caufe  of  Com¬ 
plaint  fhould  be  adminiftered  to  them  :  In  Trade 
they  were  not  to  be  over-reached  or  impofed  upon  : 
In  their  Perfons  they  were  not  to  be  infulted  or  abufed  : 
And,  in  Cafe  of  any  Complaint  on  either  Side,  the 
Subjecrt-Matter  was  to  be  heard  by  the  Magiftrates 
in  Concert  with  the  Indian  Chief,  and  decided  by  a 
mixed  Jury  of  Indians  and  Planters. 

T  he  fame  Regard  to  Confcience  which  led  into  this 
Wildernefs  adhered  to  them  afterwards  ;  and  having 
thus  refolved  and  provided,  never  to  be  Ao-°refTors 
and  not  being  Sovereigns,  they  left  the  Reftto  Pro¬ 
vidence. 

Governed  by  Principle  in  all  Things,  and  be¬ 
lieving  the  Ufe  ofi  Arms  to  be  unlawful,  the  Cafe  of 
Defence  by  Arms  could  not  come  within  their 
Plan. 

But  then  as  their  Community  was  left  open  tq 
ChriJUans  of  all  Perfuafions,  and  the  Conditions  of 
Union  could  be  abhorrent  to  none,  They  might  well 
prefume  on  being  joined  by  Numbers,  which  has  fince 
happened  accordingly,  who,  being  void  of  fuch  Scru¬ 
ples,  might  be  eafi.y  induced,  for  proper  Confi- 
derations,  to  take  that  Difficulty  out  of  their  Hand'. 

And,  as  to  military  Service,  under  all  Englijh  Te¬ 
nures  whatfoever,  no  Man  could  be  compelled  to 
ferve  in  Perfon,  who  made  it  his  Choice  to  ferve  by 
Proxy. 

Add  to  all  this  :  That  William  Penn  himfelf  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  under  the  Dominion  of  thefe 
Scruples ;  he  having  taken  Care  in  his  Charter  from 
the  Crown  (Sell,  lb.)  to  be  inverted  with  all  the 
Powers  ever  beftowed  on  a  Captain-General  (which 
were  alio  to  defeend  to  his  Heirs  and  Affigns)  4  to  levy, 
4  m uner,  and  train  all  Sorts  of  Men  of  what  Condition 
4  foever  or  wherefoever  bom,  and  to  make  War  and 
to  purfue  fuch  Enemies  as  fhould  make  Incurfions 
into  the  Province,  as  well  by  Sea  as  Land,  even 
4  without  the  Limits  of  the  faid  Province,  and,  by 

4  God’s 
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And,  laftly,  if  ever  involved  in  the  Quarrels  of 
the  Mother-Country,  and  obliged  to  take  their  Share 
of  the  common  Duty  and  the  common  Danger,  They 
might  realonably  hope  for  all  the  Protection  from 
thence  they  might  ftand  in  need  of,  on  the  Condition 
of  contributing  all  that  was  in  their  Power,  conhftent 
with  their  Principles,'  towards  it. 

This  they  have  occafionally  done  from  Colonel 
Fletcher's,  Time  downwards  •,  and  They  would  have 
done  more,  if  the  Proprietary  Calls  and  thofe  of  their 
Deputies  had  not  put  it  out  of  their  Power. 

Allowing,  therefore,  That  this  unrefifting  Princi¬ 
ple  would  have  been  a  Solecifm  in  the  Conffruction  of 
an  independent  State,  it  was  not,  provincially  (peak¬ 
ing,  deftitute  of  proper  Palliatives.  . 

At  lead,  Scruple  of  Confidence  is  at  all  Times, 
and  in  all  Cafes,  lefs  blameable  than  the  wanton  Ex¬ 
periments  tried  upon  the  Province  even  by  the  Pro¬ 
prietary’s  own  Agents :  Firft  to  fcatter  T errors  among 
the  peaceable  Inhabitants,  and  then  to  plead  the  Ne- 
ceftity  of  a  military  Force  from  the  Effects  of  their  own 
wicked  Devices. 

Of  this  Nature  was  the  falfe  Alarm  railed  in  the 
Queen’s  Time  by  Evans  and  Logan.  A  Fadt  which 
(lands  charged  againft  them,  in  the  Records  of  the 
Aflembly,  at  this  very  Day  and  which,  as  often  as 
recolledted,  will  ever  fuggeft  a  Fear,  That  a  Meafure, 
fo  unwarrantably  contended  for,  would,  if  obtained, 
be  as  unwarrantably  made  Ufe  of. 

We  have  now  fuch  a  Summary  of  the  State  of 
Penfylvania  from  its  Origin,  before  us,  as  may  render 
every  Branch  of  the  Controverfy  (till  depending,  fa¬ 
miliar  to  us  :  And,  as  Fades  are  beft  feen  and  under- 
flood  in  Order  of  Time  as  they  occurred,  we  (hall  do 
our  beft  to  follow  the  Thread  as  it  lies. 

In  April,  1740,  when  the  Paper  Currency  of  the 
Province  had  been  juft  encreafed,  as  above  Ipecified, 
to  80,000  Pounds,  and  eftablilhed  for  fixteen  Years, 

the 
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the  Merchants  trading  to  the  Eaftern  Colonies  of 
Ammca ,  took  OcCafion  to  complain  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  of  the  Inconveniences  and  Difcouragements 
brought  on  the  Commerce  of  Great  Britain Tn  thofe 
Parts,  by  the  exceffive  Quantities  of  Paper  Money 
there  iftued,  and  the  depreciated  Condition  thereof, 
for  Want  of  proper  Funds  to  fupport  its  Credit, 
The  Houfe,  by  Way  of  Palliative,  addrefied  the 
Throne  to  put  a  temporary  Stop  to  the  Evil,  by  in¬ 
truding  the  feveral  Governors,  not  to  give  their  Af- 
fent  to  any  farther  Laws  of  that  Nature,  without 
an  exprefs  Provifo,  That  they  fhbuid  not  take  Ef- 
fed,  till  his  Majefty’s  Approbation  had  been  firll  ob¬ 
tained. 

Such  Inftrudions  were  accordingly  fent :  and  thofe 
to  the  Governor  of  Penjylvania  were  dated  Atiguji 
21,  1740.  Notwithftanding  all  which,  the  Lords  of 
Trade  and  Plantations  (having  already  in  their  Hands 
a  full  and  clear  Account  of  the  Currency  as  efta- 
blifhed  by  the  80,000  Pounds  Ad,  as  alio  of  the 
B.ates  of  Gold  and  Silver,  from  the  Year  j  700  to 
the  Year  1739;  and  having  been  moreover  con¬ 
vinced,  by  the  Merchants  trading  to  that  Province, 
that  luch  a  Sum  was  not  only  realonable  but  neceffary 
for  carrying  on  the  Commerce  of  the  Country) 
thought  fit  to  recommend  the  faid  Ad,  to  the 
Royal  Acceptance  and  Ratification  ;  and  ten  Days 
afterwards  the  Lords  Juftices  paffed  it  into  a  Law. 

Here  the  Affair  flept  for  feveral  Years,  except  that 
the  Aifembly,  in  Conformity  to  an  Order,  which  ac¬ 
companied  the  Inftrudions  juft;  mentioned,  caufed  a 
fecond  State  of  their  Currency  to  be  tranfmitted  the 
following  Year  to  the  Lords  of  Trade:  And  before 
it  was  again  refumed  in  Parliament,  the  feveral  Inci¬ 
dents,  next  to  be  recited,  took  Place. 

When  the  Attempt  upon  Carthagena  was  under 
Confederation,  the  Northern  Colonies  were  called  upon 
to  furnifh  Soldiers  for  that  Service,  and  Ptnfyfoanta 
among  the  Reft.  The  Aflembly  was  at  that  1'ime 
compofed  as  it  had  hitherto  generally  been ;  confe- 
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qyently  this  Demand  could  not  but  be  produ&ive  of 
Scruples  and  Difficulties  in  Point  of  Confcience ; 
Thar,  however,  they  might  difcharge  all  Obligations 
at  once,  they  voted  4000  Pounds  for  the  King’s  Uie, 
and  the  Governor  took  upon  himfelf  to  raiie  the 
Soldiers. 

This  was  a  Duty  of  Office;  and,  if  he  had  dif- 
charged  it  properly,  what  would  have  given  univerial 
Satisfaction.  The  Labour  of  the  Plantations  is  per¬ 
formed  chiefly  by  indented  Servants,  brought  from 
Great  Britain ,  Ireland  and  Germany  ;  nor,  becaufe  of 
the  high  Price  it  bears,  can  it  be  performed  any 
other  Way.  Thefe  Servants  arc  purchafed  of  the 
Captains  who  bring  them  ;  the  Purchafer,  by  a 
pofitive  Law,  has  a  legal  Property  in  them  during 
the  Term  they  are  bound  for;  can  fell  or  bequeath 
them  ;  and,  like  other  Chattels,  they  are  liable  to  be 
feized  for  Debts.  Out  of  thefe,  neverthelefs,  did  the 
Governor  make  his  Levies.  A  Ferment  enfued :  The 
Owners  were  tenacious  of  their  Rights :  The  Governor 
flood  upon  Prerogative  as  Paramount  to  all  :  The 
Difpute  was  brought  into  the  Courts  ;  and  fuch  was 
the  Terror  of  Power,  that  the  Aggrieved  were  forced 
to  repair  to  New 'Tor k  for  Advocates. 

The  Affembly,  feeing  no  other  Remedy,  thought 
themfelves  bound  to  defend  the  Rights  of  their  Con- 
ilituents  ;  and  did  defend  them  accordingly,  by  re- 
fufing  to  part  with  their  Supply,  unlefs  the  Servants 
id  unjuftly  taken  from  their  Mailers  were  reilored. 
The  Governor  was  obftinate,  and  fo  the  Money  was, 
at  laft,  applied,  as  it  ought,  to  indemnify  them  for 
the  Injury  they  had  fuftained. 

That,  however,  they  might  not  be  mifrepreiented 
or  mifunderftood  at  Home,  as  deficient  in  Zeal  for 
the  Public,  or  backward  to  contribute  to  the  Service, 
they  came  the  next  Year  to  the  following  Vote  : 
To  wit,  4  The  Houle,  taking  into  Confideration  the 
‘  many  Taxes  their  Fellow-Subjects  in  Great -Britain 
‘  are  obliged  to  pay  towards  fupporting  the  Dignity 
of  the  Crown  and  defraying  the  necefiary  and  con- 
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4  tingent  Charges  of  Government,  and  willing  to  de- 
4  monftrate  the  Fidelity,  Loyaltv  and  Affection  of  the 
4  Inhabitants  of  this  Province  to  our  gracious  Sove- 
4  reign,  by  bearing  a  Sh  ire  of  the  Burden  of  our  Fel- 
4  low-Subjeds,  proportionable  to  our  Circumffances, 

‘  do,  therefore,  cheerfully  and  unanimoufly  Refolve, 

4  That  3,000  Pounds  be  paid  for  the  Ufe  of  the  King, 

4  his  Heirs  and  Succeffors,  to  be  applied  to  fuchUles 
4  as  he,  in  his  Royal  Wifdom,  fhal!  think  fit  to  dired 
4  and  appoint.’  And  the  faid  3000  Pounds  was 
afterwards  paid  into  his  Majefty’s  Exchequer  by  the 
Agent  of  the  Province  accordi.  gly.  A  Free  Gift,  if 
ever  there  was  one,  from  Subjed  to  Sovereign  ;  and* 
however  fmall,  a  diffident  Voucher  for  the  good  In¬ 
tentions  of  thofe  who  made  it ! 

In  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1  745,  the  Projed 
againft  Loutjburgh ,  having  been  carried  in  the  Afifem- 
bly  of  New -England  by  a  fingle  Vote  only,  was  im¬ 
parted  to  the  Aflembly  of  Penfylvania  by  Governor 
Shirley ,  with  a  Defire,  That  they  would  contribute 
thereto  :  But  though  they  could  not  be  prevailed 
upon  to  take  any  Part  in  an  Enterprize  which  to  them 
appeared  fio  defperate,  they  voted  4000  Pounds  in 
Provifions  for  the  Refrefhment  and  Support  of  the 
brave  Troops  who  had  taken  the  Place,  as  foon  as  it 
was  known  they  were  in  Poffeffion  of  it,  and  that  fuch 
Suppl  es  were  wanting. 

In  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  [746,  the  Mi  niff  ers 
affided  to  entertain  a  Projed  for  the  Redudion  of 
Canada.  By  Letters  from  the  Secretary’s  Office  dated 
April  6,  the  Northern  Colonies  were  feverally  called 
upon  to  contribute  their  refpedive  Quotas  towards  it ; 
which  they  cheerfully  concurred  in  doing,  feduced  by 
their  Intereffs  and  their  Inclinations  into  a  Belief,  that 
the  whole  Line  of  our  Colonies  would  not  be  thus 
agicaied,  nor  their  Indian  Allies  induced  to  take  up 
the  Hatchet  in  Conjundion  with  them,  merely  by 
Way  of  Feint  to  facilitate  a  Peace. 

Forces  were  every  where  railed  by  the  feveral  Gover¬ 
nors,  and  the  AfTembly  of  Penfylvania  voted  5000 

Pounds 
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Pounds  for  the  King’s  Ufe,  or,  in  other  Words,  as 
their  Contingent  for  this  pretended  national  Service.— 
The  Money  fo  voted  being  more  than  their  Revenue 
I  could  furnifh,  they  propoled  to  raife  it  by  an  Addition 
of  the  like  Sum  to  their  Paper  Currency  :  In  which 
|  Cafe  the  King  would  be  ferved,  the  provincial  Capi¬ 
tal  would  be  fo  far  enlarg’d,  and  the  In tereft  arifin^ 
from  it  would  in  a  due  Proportion  of  Time,  difchar^e 
the  Principal.  & 

And  here  began  the  firft  Difpute  between  the  Go¬ 
vernor  and  the  Affembly  on  this  Topic  :  The  Gover¬ 
nor  pleaded  the  Inftrudion  of  1740  as  a  Reafon,  why 
he  could  not  bring  himfelf  to  fuch  a  Pitch  of  Bold - 
nefs  as  he  apprehended  was  neceffary  to  the  Contraven- 

,°f  jV  rand  therefore  ur8ed  them,  to  find  out  fome 
Method  Jefs  exceptionable  forraifing  the  faid  Sum  : 
And  they  willing  to  comply  as  far  as  poffible  with  his 
Scruples,  fo  far  receded  from  their  Point  to  that  Time 

^U£  n  °Ut  °f  C^e  Money  dormant  in  the  Loan- 
Office  for  exchanging  torn  and  illegible  Bills,  and  to 
replace  it  by  anew  Emiffion  of  Bills  to  the  fame  A- 
mounr,  to  be  funk  out  of  the  Produd  of  the  Excife 
in  ten  Years.  Upon  which  the  Governor  waved  the 
Inftrudion,  and  pafied  the  Bill ;  five  hundred  Men 
were  raffed  and  fupported  by  it,  for  near  18  Months, 
employed  chiefly  in  defending  the  Frontiers  of  New- 

i°rk ,  when  the  Expedition  at  length  was  dropt  and  the 
Troops  difbanded. 

A  formal  Bill  to  refrain  the  Northern  Colonies  in 
general,  from  iffuing  Paper  Bills  of  Credit,  it  mult 
be  obferved,  had  been  brought  into  Parliament,  but 
notperfeded;  and  in  the  Year  1748  again:  Upon 
which  Occafion  the  next  Governor  of  Penfyhania , 
fames  Hamilton ,  Efq;  in  a  Me  Page  to  the  Affembly 
in  OStober  1749,  made  Ufe  of  the  following  remarka- 

sb  r  ‘  1  take  it  for  granted  we  are  all 

lenlible  of  the  mifehievous  Tendency  of  the  Bill  that 
was  brought  into  Parliament  the  lafi:  Year  to  regu- 
4  late  and  refrain  Paper  Bills  of  Credit  in  the  Pian- 

4  cations 
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4  tations  (in  which  there  was  a  Claufe  to  enforce  the 
‘  Orders  of  the  Crown  in  hisMajefty’s  American  Dq- 
c  minions)  and  it  is  not  improbable,  that  fomething 
c  of  the  fame  Kind  may  be  offer’d  in  the  enfuing 
4  Seffion.  I  perfuade  myfelf  you  will  give  your  A- 
c  gent  full  lnftrudticns  upon  this  Subjedt,  in  cafe  it 
4  fhould  become  neceffary  for  him  to  oppofe  it  t  The 
‘  honourable  Proprietaries  at  that  Time  labour’d  and 
*  with  Succefs  to  avert  the  Mifchiefs  that  threaten'd 
4  this  Province  from  the  palling  of  the  faid  Bill  ■,  and 
6  I  have  it  in  Command  from  them  to  affure  you  of 
4  their  A  Affiance  upon  all  future  Occafions,  wherein 
4  the  Welfare  and  Happinefs  of  the  People  of  this 
4  Province  may  be  concerned.’ 

This  had  a  favourable  Appearance  towards  the 
Province,  and  from  hence  it  might  well  be  fuppos’d, 
that  the  IAues  from  this  Source  would  never  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  any  deep  or  lafting  Strife. 

But  tho’  the  Springs  had  not  as  yet  broke  out  with 
any  Violence*  they  were  working  their  V>  ay  under 
Ground.— The  growing  Charge  of  Indian  Affairs* 
which  lay  wholly  on  the  Province,  and  which  on  the 
Head  of  Purchafes,  as  before  explained,  was  produc¬ 
tive  of  great  Advantages  to  the  Prcprie'aries ,  began 
to  be  the  Subject  of  public  Complaint  :  And  by  thefe 
Suggeftions  of  the  Importance  of  the  Proprietaries  at 
Home,  the  People  were  to  be  taught  the  Danger  of 
difobliging  them. 

But  if  this  was  their  View,  it  did  not  anfwer  :  The 
Affembly  had  too  much  Difcernment  to  be  diverted 
from  the  Object  before  them  by  the  Interpofition  of 
another,  how  dextrouAy  foever  the  Trick  was  per¬ 
form’d  *,  and  therefore  proceeded,  notwithftanding, 
to  take  this  Affair  into  Confideration. 

It  is  fcarce  neceffary  to  intimate.  That  the  Gove»- 
nor,  and  the  Creatures  of  the  Government,  did  all  they 
could,  not  only  to  dilcourage  them  in  it,  but  alfo  to 
convince  them,  in  Effedt,  that,  according  to  the  ufual 
Current  of  the  World,  all  Advantages  are  the  Pre- 

roga- 
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rotative  of  thofe  above,  and  all  Burdens  the  Inheritance 

of  thofe  below _ This  may  indeed  be  agreeable  to  the 

ufual  Current  of  the  World  :  But  then  as  fuch  Doc¬ 
trines  are  not  over-palatable  any  where,  fo,  in  a  free 
Government  like  Penfyhania ,  it  was  not  to  be  thought 
they  would  be  fwallow’d  at  all. — They  were  neither  to 
be  convinced  nor  dilcouraged  it  ieems  :  On  the  con* 
trafy,’ they  perfevered  ;they  examined  ;  they  reported  ; 
they  refolv’d  ;  and  at  laft  apply’d  to  the  Proprietaries , 
to  do  what  Equity  requir’d,  by  caking  a  Share  of  the 
Charge  upon  themfelves. 

The  Proprietaries ,  on  the  other  H^ind,  announced 
in  their  Reply,  “  That  they  did  not  conceive  them¬ 
felves  to  be  under  any  fuch  Obligation,  even  tho’  the 
People  had  been  taxed  for  the  Charges  of  Govern¬ 
ment  :  That  as  not  one  Shilling  had  been  levy’d 
on  the  People  for  that  Service,  it  was  fo  much  lefs 
reafonable  in  the  People  to  afk  any  Thing  of  them  ; 
That  they  had,  notwithflahding,  charg’d  themfelves 
with  paying  their  Interpreter  even  much  more  than 
could  be  due  to  him  on  their  Account,  and  were  alfo 
then  at  the  Expence  of  maintaining  his  Son  with  a 
Tutor  in  the  Indian  Country,  to  learn  their  Language 
and  Cuftoms  for  the  Service  of  the  Country  ;  as  well 
as  of  fundry  other  Charges  on  Indian  Affairs :  That 
they  had  been  at  confiderable  Expence  for  the  Ser¬ 
vice  of  the  Province  both  in  England  and  there:  That 
they  pay  the  Indians  for  the  Land  they  purchafe  :  And 
that  they  are  no  more  obliged  to  contribute  to  the 
pub  ic  Charges  than  any  other  Chief  Governor  of  any 
other  Colony.” 

In  Anfwer  to  this,  the  Affembly,  May  1751,  re- 
fpecffully  repreiented,  That  the  preferving'a  good 
Underftanding  with  the  Indians  was  more  for  the  In- 
tereff  of  the  proprietary  Eftate  than  that  of  any  other 
Eftate  in  the  Province,  as  it  gave  the  Proprietaries  an 
Opoortunity  of  purchafing  Lands  on  the  Frontiers  at 
a  low  Price,  and  felling  them  at  a  high  one,  which 
would  otherwife  be  impracticable  :  That,  therefore, 
the  Obligations  of  Juftice  and  Equity  being  ftronger 
than  thofe  of  Law,  they  were  certainly  bound  by 

H  them 
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them  to  contribute  to  the  Expence  of  thofe  Indian 
Treaties  and  Prefents  by  which  the  good  Underftand- 
ing  fo  beneficial  to  them  was  maintain’d  :  That  tho’ 
Taxes  in  Form,  for  the  immediate  Support  of  the 
Proprietaries  Subftitute,  and  for  defraying  the  Charges 
of  thefe  Indian  Treaties,  had  not  of  late  Years  been 
impos’d  on  the  Province,  the  Charge  of  all  (by  the 
Intereft  of  the  Paper-Money,  which  was  a  virtual 
Tax,  the  Excife ,  which  was  a  real  one,  producing  about 
3000  1.  per  Annum ,  and  the  Tax  arifing  from  Li¬ 
cences  of  various  Kinds,  amounting  yearly  to  a  Sum 
not  inconfiderable,  and  appropriated  wholly  to  the  Go¬ 
vernor’s  Support,)  was  paid  by  the  Province  :  That 
the  Affembly  had  always  paid  the  Indian  Interpreter 
for  his  public  Services  to  his  full  Satisfaction  :  That 
they  believ’d  future  Aftemblies  would  not  fail  to  do 
whatever  could  be  reafonably  expected  from  them  in 
regard  to  his  Son,  when  he  fhould  be  qualify’d  to  fuc- 
ceed  him  ;  as  alfo  to  difeharge  all  juft  Debts  for 
Expences  properly  chargeable  to  the  Province,  whe¬ 
ther  inenrr’d  there  or  in  England ,  whenever  the  Ac¬ 
counts  fhould  be  exhibited  :  That  by  the  Aft  forbid¬ 
ding  all  but  the  Proprietaries  to  purchafe  Lands  of 
the  Indians ,  they  had  obtained  a  Monopoly  of  the 
Soil,  confequently  ought  to  bear  the  whole  Charge  of 
every  Treaty  for  fuch  Purchafes,  as  the  Profit  was  to 
be  wholly  theirs :  That  their  paying  for  Land  (bought 
as  was  conceived  much  cheaper  on  Account  of  the 
provincial  Prefents  accompanying  thofe  Treaties)  was 
not  a  fatisfaftory  Reafon,  why  they  fhould  not  bear  a 
Part  of  the  Charge  of  fuch  other  Treaties  as  tended 
to  the  common  Welfare  and  Peace  of  the  Province  : 
And  that,  upon  the  whole,  as  the  Interefts  of  the 
Proprietaries  were  fo  conftantly  intermixed  more  or 
lefs,  with  thofe  of  the  Province,  in  all  Indian  Trea¬ 
ties,  and,  as  it  appeared  the  Proprietaries  thought  they 
paid  more  than  their  Share,  while  the  People  thought 
they  paid  abundantly  too  much.  They  apprehended 
thefureft  Way  to  prevent  Diffatisfaftion  on  all  Sides, 
would  be  to  fix  a  certain  Proportion  of  the  Charge 
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of  all  future  Provinc&uTreaties  with  th e  Indians,  to 
be  paid  by  the  Proprietaries  and  Province  refpe&ively  : 
Which,  not  only  as  a  Propofal  equitable  in  itfelf, 
but  conducive  alfo  to  preferve  that  Union  and  Har¬ 
mony  between  the  Proprietaries  and  People  fo  evident- 

!ly  advantageous  to  both,  they  hoped,  would,  on  fur¬ 
ther  Confideration,  be  agreed  to.” 

How  this  was  receiv’d  we  fhall  fee  in  its  Place. 

The  Affembly  proceeded  foon  after,  to  take  into 
Confideration  the  Growth  of  the  Province,  and  the 
State  of  their  Commerce  ;  and  finding  both  to  be  filch 
as  required  an  Extenfion  of  their  Paper  Currency,  on 
the  fame  Grounds  and  for  the  fame  Ends  as  at  firfb 
gave  rife  to  ir,  unanimoufly  refolved  to  ftrike  an  ad¬ 
ditional  Sum  of  20,000  1.  in  order  to  replace  defec¬ 
tive  Bills,  and  increafe  the  provincial  Capital,  in  Pro- 

S  portion  to  the  Increafe  of  Inhabitants;  as  alfo  to. 
re-emit  and  continue  the  Sums  already  in  Circulation. 

A  Bill  was  accordingly  prepared  in  January ,  1753, 
and  fent  up  to  the  Governor  ( Hamilton )  for  his  Con¬ 
currence.  But  tho’  that  Gentleman  was  a  Native  of 
the  Province,  with  rather  better  Qualifications  for  his 
Poft,  and,  as  may  be  fuppofed,  more  Affection  for 
the  People  than  is  common  with  Governors,  he  had 
his  Reafons  for  not  feeing  this  Provincial  Point  in  the 
fame  Light  that  the  Province  did,  and  therefore  re- 

J  turned  the  Bill  in  a  Day  or  two,  with  his  Negative  up¬ 
on  it :  Qualify’d  indeed  with  Exprefiions  ol  Concern 
for  his  fo  differing  in  Opinion  with  them,  but  founded 
in  the  Difiike  rais’d  in  Britain  by  the  late  too  general 
and  undijiinguijhing  Complaints  againfl:  the  Plantation 
Bills  of  Credit,  which  render’d  the  Pme  very  unfea- 
fonable  for  any  Application  to  the  Crown  concerning 
the  Extenfion  or  Re-emifiion  of  theirs ;  and  fortify’d 
by  a  Caveat,  which  founded  fo  much  the  more  plau- 
-  fibly  as  it  feem’d  to  be  drawn  from  their  own  Premi- 
fes,  namely,  that  the  many  Advantages  they  derived 
from  the  Ufe  of  Paper- Money  ought  to  make  them 
extremely  careful,  how  they  took  any  Step  which 
might  pofiibly  endanger  it, 
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The  Affembly,  on  the  otl^^-Iand,  gladly  faften’d 
on  an  Acknowledgment  fo  exprefs  in  favour  of  the 
HVhirig  \  and,  from  the  fame  Senfe  of  it,  declar’d 
themfelves  to  be  equally  careful  with  the  Governor  in 
the  Conduit  and  Direction  of  it  :  But  having  fo  done, 
they  went  on  to  fay,  c  That  as  they  did  not  think  the 
Diflike  rais’d  in  Britain  of  the  Plantation-Bills,  was 
fo  general  and  undiftinguifhing,  or  {till  fo  warmly  fub- 
fifled  as  the  Governor  feemed  to  apprehend,  fo  neither 
did  they  conceive  the  lime  to  be  unfeafonable  for  an 
Application  to  the  Crown  about  theirs:  That  they 
were  equally  concerned  with  the  Governor  for  rheir 
Difference  of  Opinion,  and  that  they  might  not  feem 
to  aft  too  precipitately  in  an  Affair  of  fuch  Impor¬ 
tance,  they  chofe  to  make  a  fhort  Adjournment,  be¬ 
fore  they  took  his  Objection  into  Confideration.” 

Adjourn  they  did  accordingly;  and  at  their  next 
Meeting,  which  was  towards  the  End  o f  May  the  fame 
Year,  found  themfelves  earneftly  preffed  by  a  Mef- 
fage  from  the  Governor  on  one  Hand,  concerning 
Indian- Affairs,  and  on  the  other  by  Petitions  from  a 
confiderable  Number  of  Inhabitants,  for  a  farther  Ad¬ 
dition  to  their  Paper  Money,  fupported  by  a  Variety 
of  Allegations  of  the  moft  interefting  and  affefting 
Nature. 

The  Governor’s  Meffage,  whether  premature  or  not 
will  beft  appear  from  the  Sequel,  prepared  theHoufe 
to  expeli ,  “  That  the  Country  of  Allegheny  fituate  on  the 
Waters  of  the  Ohio,  partly  within  the  Limits  of  Pen- 
fylvania ,  partly  within  thole  of  Virginia ,  already  was, 
or  foon  would  be  invaded  by  an  Army  of  French  and 
Indians  from  Canada  :  In  which  Cafe  the  Indians  in¬ 
habiting  there,  who  were  a  Mixture  of  the  Six  Na¬ 
tions,  Shaw  one fe ,  Delawares ,  and  Twigtwees  lately  re¬ 
commended  as  Allies  to  the  Province  by  the  faid  Six 
Hations,  would  be  obliged  to  leave  the  Country,  and 
his  Majefty’s  Subjefts  trading  with  them  would  be 
cut  off,  &c.  &c.  unlefs  timely  warned  by  the  Meflen- 
gers  fent  to  them  by  himfelf  for  that  Purpofe  :  That 
Montour ,  an  Interpreter,  had  heard  the  French  De- 
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claration  delivered,  and  the  Reply  of  the  Indians  which 
was  firm  and  refolute,  but  not  to  berely’d  upon  as  they 
were  in  Want  of  ail  Things.” — So  far  was  Matter  of 
Intelligence.  The  reft  was  pathetic  Reprefentation  of 
Hangers  and  Mifchiefs  to  be  apprehended  on  their  own 
Frontiers,  and  Exhortations  to  enable  him  to  give  the 
faid  Indians  Afliftance  anfwerable  to  their  Exigencies. 

And  upon  the  Heels  of  this  Meflage  the  Governor 
alfo  communicated  to  them  the  Anfwer  of  the  Proprie¬ 
taries  to  the  Reprefentation  of  the  Aflembly  above 
exhibited  ;  and  which,  if  purpofely  calculated  to  di¬ 
vide  the  Province  and  inflame  the  Animofities  already 
kindled,  could  not  have  been  better  framed  or  better 
timed  for  thofe  fatal  Purpofes. 

Profeflions  of  Attachment  to  the  true  and  real  In- 
tereft  of  the  Province,  of  fparing  no  Coil  or  Pains 
whenever  it  fhould  appear  to  them  neceflary  to  ad¬ 
vance  it,  and  abling  fuch  a  Part  in  configuring  the 
Matter  of  the  Reprefentation  as  all  dift?iterefted  Per- 
fons  fhould  think  juft,  they  fet  out  with,  And,  hav¬ 
ing  made  this  Ground  for  themfelyes,  they  proceed 
to  charge  the  Aflembly  with  being  abtuated  by  ill  - 
Will  to  them  on  one  Hand,  and  a  Defire  to  ingratiate 
themfelves  with  the  weaker  Part  of  the  Elebtors  on  the 
other.  In  the  next  Paragraph  they  fay, 4  After  we  had 
4  ordered  our  Governor  to  give  you  the  Anfwer  which 
‘  he  did,  to  your  former  Application,  we  had  no  reafon 

*  to  expebt  a  Repetition  of  the  Application  direblly 
‘  to  ourfelves,  as  you  might  well  luppofe  we  had  con - 
4  ftdered  the  Matter  before  we  had  returned  our  firft 
‘  Anfwer,  and  the  repeating  the  Requeft  could  only 
‘  produce  the  repeating  the  Anfwer,  the  Occafion 
‘  for  which  does  not  appear  to  us.  It  is  poflible, 
‘  that  one  Purpole  may  be  in  order  to  fhew  more 
‘  publickly  this  Difference  injOpinion  between  us  and 

*  yourfelves  ;  and  if  that  was  ever  intended  it  will  be 
‘  convenient  we  fhould  fet  this  Matter  in  a  clear 
‘  Light  (altho*  it  may  make  our  Anfwer  longer  than 

*  we  could  wifh)  that  the  true  State  of  the  Matter 
4  may  appear.* 
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They  then  urge  the  Authority  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  in  Juftification  of  their  former  Aflertion,  that 
they  were  no  more  obliged  to  contribute  to  the  public 
Charges,  than  the  chief  Governor  of  any  other  Colo¬ 
ny  :  They  will  not  allow  that  their  honoured  Father 
had  any  Affiftance  from  the  People  in  making  his 
Purchafes,  or  that  there  is  the  leaft  Colour  for  prefling 
them  fo  unfeafonably  to  contribute  to  the  public 
Charge,  feeing  that  the  faid  Charge  did  not  much  ex¬ 
ceed  one  half  of  the  Revenue. — And  they  not  only 
return  to  their  firft  Charge,  that  the  Afiembly  by  fo 
doing,  could  only  mean  to  captivate  the  weakeft  of 
the  People,  and  fo  by  their  Affiftance  continue  to 
hold  their  Seats  in  the  Afiembly,  but  farther,  cite  as 
fo  many  Proofs,  the  Time  of  making  their  firft  Re- 
prefentation,  which  wasjuft  before  an  Eleftion  :  Their 
printing  the  Report  and  moft  extraordinary  Refolutions 
on  which  the  faid  Reprefentation  was  founded,  which 
feemed  to  argue  it  was  rather  intended  as  an  Addrefs 
to  them  the  faid  Populace  than  to  the  Proprietaries , 
and  the  folemn  Repetition  of  the  fame  Requeft  as  if 
it  was  a  Matter  of  great  Value  and  Importance. 

Take  the  next  Article  in  their  own  Words. 

4  Wherefore,  on  this  Occaflon,  it  is  neceflary  that  we 
v  fhould  inform  the  People,  through  yourfelves  fheir 
‘  Reprefentatives,  that,  as  by  the  Conftitution,  our 

*  Confent  is  neceflary  to  their  Laws,  at  the  fame  Time 
e  that  they  have  an  undoubted  Right  to  fuch  as  are  ne- 
4  cejfary  for  the  Defence  and  real  Service  of  theCoun* 

*  try*,  fo,  it  will  tend  the  better  to  facilitate  the  fe- 
4  veral  Matters  which  mttfi  be  tranfa&ed  with  us,  for 
4  their  Reprefentatives  to  ffiew  a  Regard  to  us  and  our 
4  Interefi :  For,  confidering  the  Rank  which  the 
4  Crown  has  been  pleafed  to  give  us  in  Penfylvania , 

4  we  ffiall  expePt  from  the  People’s  Reprefentatives, 

4  on  all  Occafions,  a  Treatment  fuitable  thereto  ;  and 
4  that  whilft  we  defire  to  govern  the  Province  accord- 
6  ing  to  Law  they  fhould  be  as  careful  to  fup* 

4  port  our  Interefts,  as  we  fhall  always  be  to  fupport 
4  theirs.’ 

Re* 
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Recurring  again  to  the  Revenue,  they  affed  to  be 
truly  concern’d  for  being  obliged  to  acquaint  the  Rub- 
lie  with  a  State  of  it,  fettle  that  State  at  6000  /  a 
Year,  arifing  from  the  Excife  and  the  provincial  Bills  : 

.  Again  alfert,  that  the  annual  Expence  of  Govern¬ 
ment  for  a  Series  of  Years,  including  Indian  Chtuges, 
amounts  to  little  more  than  half  that  Sum  :  And  that 
of  all  this  Revenue,  about  400/.  a  Year  has,  on  an 
Average,  for  twenty  Years  paft  (and  great  Part  of  that 
Time  during  War)  been  expended  in  Prefents  to  the 
Indians  and  Charges  on  that  Account,  which  they 
could  not  conceive  to  be  a  large  Sum,  compared  wit 
that  Revenue,  the  Manner  of  its  being  railed,  and 
fo  important  a  Service  as  that  of  keeping  the  united 
Nations  of  Indians  in  the  Intereft  of  Ore  at -Brit  aw. 

They  then  talk  of  the  Taxes  paid  by  their  Family 
here  at  Home,  as  an  equivalent  to  the  Indian  Arti¬ 
cle  j  and  then  proceed  in  the  following  remarkable 
Terms.  4  And  at  the  fame  Time  that  we  {hew  you 
‘  that  we  do  pay  all  other  Taxes  here,  that  on  Land 
4  only  excepted,  we  muft  advife  you  to  be  very  care- 
‘  ful,  not  to  put  People  here  in  Mind  of  that  lingle 
4  Exemption .  Several  Propofals  have  been  made  for 
4  lay  in  o-  Taxes  on  North  America ,  and  it  is  molt  ealy 
4  to  forefee,  that  the  felf-fame  Ad  of  Parliament  that 
4  fhall  lay  them  on  our ,  will  alfo  lay  them  ^on  your 
4  Eftates,  and  on  thofe  of  your  Conftituents.* 

In  the  next  Article,  having  deny’d,  that  the  Af- 
fembly  had  always  paid  the  Interpreter  to  his  Satil- 
fadion,  and  infilled  that  they  themfelves  had  grati¬ 
fied  him  when  the  Affembly  had  refufed  to  pay  him 
what  he  thought  his  Services  deferved  *,  they  add,  in 
a  higher  Tone  :  x  However,  with  refped  to  any  Rx- 
4  pences  of  that  Sort,  and  many  others  here,  we  en-  , 
4  tered  into  them  without  any  Expedation  of  being 
4  repaid,  and  Ihould  think  it  far  beneath  us  to  fend 
4  the  Accounts  of  them  to  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
4  lives,  as  your  Agents  employed  by  yourfelves  might 
4  do,  for  the  Expences  incurred  by  them.’ 

H  4 
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Proceeding  in  the  fame  Stile,  they  fay  in  the  next 

Article,  *  We  do  not  conceive  that  any  Adt  of  Affem- 

‘  bly  does,  or  can  eftablifh  what  you  call  a  Mono- 

*  P°ly  in  us  for  the  Purchafe  of  Lands  :  We  derive 
no  Right  or  Property  from  any  fuch  Law  :  It  is  un¬ 
der  the  King’s  Royal  Charter  that  we  have  the  foie 
Right  to  make  fuch  Purchafes,’  &c. 

It  is  fit  the  Jaft  five  Articles  fhould  be  inferted  in¬ 
tire  ;  and  they  are  verbatim  as  follows,  viz. 

12.  Y our  Affertion  that  Treaties  for  Land  are 
made  at  a  lefs  Expence  to  us,  on  Account  of  Pro- 

‘  vincial  Prefents  being  given  at  the  fame  Time,  does 
‘  not  appear  to  us  to  be  founded  on  Fad:  The  laft 
Purchafe  was  made  on  no  other  Account,  but  pure¬ 
ly  to  fave  the  Province  the  Expence  of  making 
another  Prefent  to  fome  Indians,  who  came  down 
alter  the  Time  that  the  principal  Deputation  had 
leceived  the  Prefents  intended  for  the  whole,  and 
‘  were  on  their  Return  back;  and  the  Land  was 
‘  bought  very  dear  on  that  Account.  Other  Treaties 
‘  for  Land  have  been  made  when  provincial  Prefents 
have  not  been  given ;  and  we  do  not  or  ever  did 
defire  that  the  Innabitants  fhould  bear  any  Part  of 
the  Expence  of  Indians ,  who  come  down  foJely  at 

*  our  Requeft  to  confer. t  to  the  Sale  of  Lands,  unlefs 
tney  flay  on  other  public  Bufinefs  alfo ;  and  when- 
ever  they  have  come  down  on  both  Accounts,  we 
are  fenfible  the  Expence  has  been  divided  in  a  Man- 

‘  ner  very  favourable  to  the  Pubhck. 

13.  We  ate  far  from  defiring  to  avoid  contribut¬ 
ing  to  any  public  Expence  which  it  is  reafonable  we 
fhould. bear  a  Part  of,  altno’  our  Eftate  is  not,  by 
Law,  liaole  to  be  taxed.  As  we  have  already  been, 

‘  ft>  we  doubt  not  we  final  1  always  be,  at  a  far  greater 
Expence  m  attending  the  Affairs  of  the  Province, 

‘  Fha?  our  Eftate  could  be  taxed  at,  if  all  the  Eftates 
in  tne  Province  were  rated  to  the  public  Charges, 
which  would  be  the  only  fair  Way  of  eftablifhing 
a  roportion.  If  we  were  willing  to  confient  to  any 
ucn  iviatter,  the  V  alue  of  our  Eftate,  and  of  the 

•  Eftates 
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<  Eftates  of  all  the  Inhabitants,  ought  to  be  cpnfider- 
«  ed,  and  the  whole  Expence  proportionably  laid  up- 
‘  on  the  whole  Value  •,  in  which  Cafe,  you  will  find, 

«  that  the  Expence  which  we  voluntarily  fubrnit  to, 

<  out  of  Affection  to  the  Inhabitants,  is  much  more 
‘  than  fuch  our  Proportion  lo  laid  would  amount  to  : 

*  Befides  thefe  general  Expences,  the  firft  of  us  fent 
‘  Cannon,  at  his  o  wn  Charge,  to  the  Amount  of  above 
‘  Four  hundred  Pounds  Sterling ,  for  the  Defence  of  our 
‘  City  of  Philadelphia ,  neglected  by  a  late  Houfe  of 
‘  Reprefentatives  ;  which,  alone,  is  fuch  a  Sum  as 

*  the  Proportion  of  a  Tax  on  our  Effate  would  not 
‘  in  many  Years  amount  to.  And,  as  this  is  the  Cafe, 

‘  we  are  not  difpofed  to  enter  into  any  Agreement 
1  with  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  for  Payment  of 
‘  any  particular  Proportion  of  Indian  or  other  public 
‘  Expences,  but  fhall  leave  it  to  them  (to  whom  it  of 
‘  Right  belongs)  to  provide  for  fuch  Expences,  as 
‘  they  fhall  judge  neceflary  for  the  public  Service. 

‘  14.  As  you  defire  to  appear  willing  on  your  Parts, 

‘  to  eafe  your  Conftituents  of  a  fmall  Part  of  the 
‘  Indian  Expence,  by  throwing  it  upon  us,  we  fhall, 

‘  on  our  Part,  and  hereby  do  recommend  it  to  you 
‘  to  give  them  a  real  and  far  greater  Relief,  by  tak- 
‘  ing  off  a  large  Share  of  that  only  Tax  which  is 
‘  borne  by  them.  As  the  general  Expence  amounts 
‘  to  little  more  than  Three  thoufand  Pounds  a  Year, 

‘  we  conceive  it  may  very  well  be  provided  for  out 
‘  of  the  Intereft  of  the  Paper-Money,  and  one  half 
‘  of  the  prefent  Excife  *,  efpecially,  if  we  fhall  be 
‘  induced,  from  the  State  of  your  Trade  (which  we 
c  expedt  foon  to  receive)  to  confent  to  an  Encreafe  of 
‘  your  Paper-Currency.  This  would  eafe  the  Inha- 
‘  bitants  of  about  Fifteen  hundred  Pounds  a  Year, 
4  which  would  be  felt  by  many  of  them,  when  they 
6  would  not  be  fenfible  of  the  Trifle  you  propofe  we 
‘  fhould  contribute  to  the  public  Expences.  We 
‘  have  diredted  the  Governor  to  confent  to  fuch  a  Law 
4  when  you  fhall  think  fit  to  prefent  it  to  him. 
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4  15.  As  we  fhall  ever,  in  the  firft  Place,  endea- 

*  vour  to  promote  the  real  Interefts  of  the  good  Peo- 
4  pie  of  Penfdvania  •,  we  make  no  Doubt  of  preferv- 
‘  ing  an  Union  and  Harmony  between  us  and  them, 
4  unlefs  Men  of  warm  or  uneafy  Spirits  fhould  un- 
4  happily  procure  themfelves  to  be  elected  for  Repre- 
‘  fentatives,  and  fhould,  for  the  fupporting  of  their 
‘  own  private  Views,  or  Interefts,  influence  their 
4  Brethren,  otherwife  honeft  and  well-defigning,  to 

*  efpoufe  their  Caufe;  in  fuch  Cafe  indeed,  Diiputes 
4  may  arife,  wherein  we  fhall  engage  with  the  utmoft 
4  Relu&ance  ;  but  even  then,  as  we  (hall  make  the 

*  general  Good  the  Rule  of  our  Actions,  we  fhall, 
4  on  all  fuch  Occaflons,  if  ever  they  fhould  happen, 
4  Readily,  and  without  wavering,  purfue  Meafures  the 
4  molt  likely  to  conduce  to  that  good  End. 

4  16.  The  Reprefentatives  being  annually  chofen,  we 
4  are  aware  that  we  are  not  writing  now  to  the  fame 
4  Perfons  who  fent  the  Reprefentation  to  us  ;  the  Per- 

*  fons  molt  forward  to  pufh  on  a  Meafure  (which, 

*  from  the  Anfvver,  we  directed  our  Governor  to  give 
4  to  the  former  Application  he  was  defired  to  make 
c  to  us,  mull  be  fuppofed  difagreeable)  may  not  now 
4  be  in  the  Houle,  but  may  be  fucceeded  by  more 
‘  prudent  Perfons  returned  for  their  Places,  who 
4  would  be  careful  not  to  pref  a  Matter  too  far,  in 
4  which  the  Rights  of  the  People  are  not  really  con- 
4  cerned :  However,  the  Anfwer  we  give  muft  be  to 
4  the  Reprefentation  fent  us.  And  we  delire,  in  any 
4  Matter  of  the  like  Nature,  that  the  tloufe  will  be 
4  fatisfied  with  fuch  an  Anfwer,  as  the  Governor  may 
4  have  Orders  to  give  on  our  Behalf. 

44  Thomas  Penn , 

44  Richard  Penn  A 

In  the  Temper  the  Affembly  was  in  before  the 
reading  of  this  ungracious  Paper,  it  was  but  natu¬ 
ral  to  expeft,  that  they  would  have  taken  Fire  imme¬ 
diately, 
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diately,  and  proceeded  at  once  to  their  own  Juftifi- 
cation. 

But,  much  to  the  Honour  of  their  Prudence,  they 
took  a  different  Method.  They  ordered  it  to  lie  on 
the  Table,  together  with  their  own  Votes,  Report, 
Reprelentation,  &c.  alluded  to  in  it  •,  and  returning 
to  the  two  Points  already  before  them,  refolved  to 
clear  their  Way,  by  difpatching  them  firft. 

Thefe  it  will  be  remembered,  were  the  Currency- 
Bill  returned  to  the  Houfe  by  the  Governor,  before 
their  Adjournment,  with  a  Negative,  and  the  Gover¬ 
nor’s  Meflage  with  Refpeft  to  the  Refolution  of  the 
Indians  to  withftand  the  French ,  in  Cafe  they  fhould 
be  invaded  by  them  on  the  Ohio. 

They  had  alfo  under  Confederation  feveral  new 
Difpatches  from  their  Agent  here  at  Home,  and  alfo 
an  Account  of  the  Value  of  their  Imports  from  hence ; 
which  for  the  Year  1749,  was  in  all  £.238,637  -  2  -  10. 
For  the  Year  1750,  £.217,713  -  0  -  10.  And  for 
the  Year  175.1,  £190,917  -5-1.  Whence  it  was 
apparent,  that  for  want  of  a  fu  Indent  Currency,  to 
invigorate  the  Jnduftry,  and  fupply  the  Wants  of  the 
Province,  the  Importations  from  hence  were  in  a  gra¬ 
dual  Courfe  of  Declenfion. — And  after  mature  Deli¬ 
beration  on  the  whole  Matter,  they  again  fent  up 
their  Bill  to  the  Governor  with  the  following  Mef- 
fage,  viz. 

May  it  pleafe  the  Governor , 

‘  The  Governor’s  Apprehenfion,  at  our  lafl  Sit- 
4  ting,  that  the  Diflike  raifed  in  Great  Britain  of  the 
4  Bills  of  Credit  in  ‘the  Plantations  by  the  late  too 
‘  general  and  undiftinguifhing  Complaints,  fo  warmly 
‘  fubfifted,  as  to  make  any  Application  to  the  Crown 
4  about  our  Currency,  at  that  Time  unfeafonable,  in- 
‘  duced  the  Houfe,  notwithftanding  their  different 
4  Sentiments,  to  make  a  fhortAdjournment,  to  confider 
4  farther  of  the  Weight  of  that  Objection  ;  and  aifo  of 
4  the  Sums  by  that  Bill  propofed  to  be  made,  and 
4  continued  current  in  this  Province.  And  now, 

4  when 
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*  when  we  refledl,  that  tho’  the  Complaints  againfl 
6  a  Paper-Currency,  arifing  from  the  Exceffes  of  fome 
4  Colonies  therein,  were  indeed  at  firft  too  general 
4  and  undiftinguifhing,  fo  as  to  occafion  the  bringing 

*  into  Parliament  a  Bill  for  refraining  the  fame  in  all 
4  the  Colonies ;  yet,  as  upon  ilribl  Enquiry  (a  State 
‘  of  our  Currency  then  lying  before  them)  the  Par- 
4  liament  thought  fit  to  alter  the  Bill,  and  lay  the 

*  Reftraint  only  on  thofe  Colonies  where  thatCurren- 
4  cy  had  been  abufed,  we  cannot  but  look  on  this  as 
6  diflinguifhing  in  our  Favour  •,  efpecially  as  we  are 
4  affured,  that  no  Complaints  were  ever  made  of  our 
4  Currency  by  the  Britijh  Merchants,  trading  hither, 
4  who  only  could  be  affecfed  by  it ;  but  that  on  the 
c  contrary  they  have,  whenever  called  upon  for  their 
c  Opinion  by  the  Parliament  or  the  Lords  of  Trade, 
4  appeared  openly  and  warmly  in  its  Favour,  and  de- 
4  clared  (as  they  did  in  1730,  when  our  Adi  for 
6  So, 000/.  the  prefent  Sum,  was  under  Confideration) 
4  That  it  was  not  only  a  reafonable  Sum,  but  abfo- 
4  lutely  neceffary  for  carrying  on  the  Commerce  of 
6  the  Country  ;  which  appears  by  the  Report  of  the 
4  faid  Lords,  made  on  that  Occafion  to  the  Council. 
4  And  as  the  Exports  from  Britain  to  this  Province, 

*  of  which  we  have  authentic  Accounts,  had  then,  in 

4  the  three  preceding  Years,  amounted  to  no  more 
4  than  /.i  79,654  -  9  -  2  Sterling  \  and  now  in  the 
4  Years  1749,  1750,  and  1751,  they  amount  to 

4  £  647,317  -  8-9  Sterling  ;  and  our  Numbers  of 
4  People,  and  bomeftic  Trade,  and  the  Occafions  for 
4  a  Medium  of  Commerce,  are  equally  increafed, 

4  there  cannot,  we  think,  be  any  Doubt,  but  the 
4  Britijh  Merchants  will  now  likewife  be  of  Opinion, 

4  that  the  fmal'l  Addition  we  at  prefent  propofe  is  ab- 
4  folutely  necefifary,  though  they  may  not  think  it  fo 
4  fuitable  to  our  Circumftances  as  a  larger  Sum  ; 

4  100,000  l.  of  Paper  Currency  bearing  by  no  Means 
4  the  fame  Proportion  to  our  Trade  now,  as  80,000/. 

4  did  then.  And  it  is  certain,  that,  as  the  Money 
4  circulating  among  us  diminifhes,  fo  muft  our  Trade 

‘  and 
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‘  and  Ufefulnefs  to  Great  Britain,  and  ourConfump- 
‘  tion  of  its  Manufactures,  diminifh. 

4  Upon  the  whole,  we  intreat  the  Governor  to 
4  confider  the  diftreffing  Circumftances  under  which 
4  the  Trade,  and  in  Confequence  the  whole  Province, 
4  mull  languifh,  if,  contrary  to  our  Expectations,  the 
4  Bill  we  now  prefent  him  fhould  not  be  enaCted  into 
4  a  Law.  And  we  are  well  affured,  that  as  the  Go- 
4  vernor  has  been  pleafed  to  declare  his  Sentiments  of 
4  the  many  Advantages  we  deive  from  the  Ufe  of 
4  Paper -Money,  his  tranfmitting  it  Home,  in  a  true 
4  Lighr,  will  make  our  Application  tj  the  Crown  as 
4  effectual  as  it  is  feafonabie.’ 

The  Governor  now  demurred  in  his  Turn,  and  by 
his  Secretary  gave  the  Houfe  to  underftand,  that,  as 
it  was  ufual  for  the  Affembly  to  meet  again  in  Augufi 
to  finifh  the  Bufmefs  of  the  Year,  he  chofe  for  that 
and  forne  other  Reafons,  to  keep  the  Bill  under  Con- 
fideration,  till  that  Time. 

In  this  the  Houfe  acquiefced  :  And  having  fuf- 
pended  all  Refolutions  on  the  Proprietaries  Paper,  and 
the  Draught  prepared  by  a  Committee  of  their  own 
in  Anfwer  to  it,  till  their  next  Sitting,  proceeded  to 
the  Indian  Affairs,  and  having  come  to  proper  Refo¬ 
lutions  thereon,  tranfmitted  them  alfo,  together  with 
the  following  judicious  Meffage  to  the  Governor, 
‘To  wit. 

",  \  ■  .  • ;  '  '  '  I 

'May  it  pleafe  the  Governor, 

4  We  have,  on  all  Occafions,  acknowledged  our 
4  grateful  Sentiments  of  the  Governor’s  Regard  and 
‘  Juftice  towards  the  Indians,  our  Allies  ;  and  we 
4  now  again  return  our  hearty  Thanks  for  his  conti- 
4  nued  Care,  and  for  communicating  the  Intelligence 
4  he  has  received  concerning  their  prefent  Diftreffes. 
4  In  Purfuance  of  which,  we  have  re  fumed  the  Con- 
4  fideration  of  the  Letters  laid  before  the  Houfe,  with 
4  the  Meffage  of  the  1 6th  of  October  laft,  together 
4  with  the  Governor’s  late  Mdfages  and  Papers,  fent 

4  down 
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4  down  to  us  before  and  fince  the  Return  of  the  Ex* 
4  preffes  difpatched  to  Ohio.  We  have  alio  carefully 
4  examined  the  Meflenger  himfelf,  and  fuch  Indian 
4  Traders,  and  others,  who  could  give  us  any  Infor- 
4  mation  of  the  Numbers,  and  Defigns  of  the  Forces, 
4  raifed  by  the  Governor  of  Canada ,  and  of  the  Con- 
4  dition  of  the  T'wigtwees ,  as  well  as  the  other  Indt- 
4  ans,  our  Allies,  upon  the  Waters  of  Ohio ,  and  up- 
4  on  mature  Deliberation,  have  refolved  to  contribute 
4  generoufly  to  their  Affiftance,  by  a  Prefent  fuitable 
4  to  their  Want  of  the  Neceflaries  of  Life. 

4  Tho’  the  Alliance  between  the  Crown  of  Great - 
4  Britain  and  the  Six  Nations ,  and  the  Protection  and 
*  Affiftance  they  expert  to  receive  in  Virtue  of  that 
4  Alliance,  is  more  immediately  under  the  Diredlion 
4  of  the  Government  of  New-York  \  and  altho’  Vir- 
4  ginia,  at  this  Time,  has  entered  largely  into  the 
4  Trade,  and  will,  no  Doubt,  on  the  prefent  Occafion, 
4  affift  them  and  their  Allies,  yet  we  have  always  en- 
4  deavoured,  in  Proportion  to  our  Abilities,  by  Pre- 
4  fents,  as  well  as  by  obliging  our  Indian  Traders  to 
4  behave  with  Juftice  towards  them,  to  preferve  their 
4  Friendfhip  j  and  on  the  prefent  Occafion,  notwith- 
4  (landing  we  have  the  Misfortune  to  differ  in  Senti- 
4  ments  with  our  Proprietaries  in  the  Part  they  ought 
4  to  bear  in  thefe  Expences,  we  have  rather  confider- 
4  ed  the  Advantages  both  they  and  the  Province  may 
4  receive  by  our  Liberality,  which  we  have  voted 
4  chearfully,  and  recommended  the  Dillribution  to 
4  the  Care  of  the  Governor,  that  the  Six  Nations  at 
4  Onondago  (upon  any  Application  to  be  made  to  him 
4  in  their  own  Behalf,  or  for  their  Allies  who  refide 
4  to  the  Weftward,  and  are  likely  to  be  more  imme- 
4  diately  affedled )  may  be  fatislied,  and  the  Prefent 
4  intended  them  beft  anfwer  their  Neceflaties,  and  our 
4  peaceable  and  friendly  Intentions.’ 

The  Prefent  was  8oo  /.  200  /.  as  a  Prefent  of  Con- 
dolance  to  the  Yzvigtwee  Nation,  for  the  Lofs  of  four¬ 
teen  of  them  cut  off  in  the  preceding  Year,  by  the 
c  4  French 
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French  and  their  Indians  *,  and  the  reft  to  be  diftribut- 
ed  by  the  Governor  among  the  other  Nations,  at 
his  own  Difcretion. 

Thus  far  all  was  calm  and  quiet. — And  at  their 
next  Meeting  in  the  latter  End  of  Auguft ,  they  re- 
Iceived  two  other  Meflages  from  the  Governor,  re- 
lating  to  the  Money-Bill  and  the  Indian  Prefent.  The 
Latter  importing,  that  he  had  not,  as  yet,  received 
any  Application  for  any  Purpofe  whatever,  from  any 
of  the  Indians  \  nor  even  fuch  well-grounded  Ad¬ 
vices  of  their  Wants  and  Diftrefles  as  to  induce  him 
to  make  any  Ufe  of  the  Credit  repofed  in  him  : 
That  he  had,  however,  difpatched  JVeifer  [the  Inter¬ 
preter]  for  Intelligence  *,  and  that,  having  received 
Advices  by  all  who  came  from  the  Westward,  that 
Ithe  French  were  on  their  March  towards  the  Ohio,  and 
had  fent  out  their  Parties  to  fcour  the  Woods  before 
therm,  he  had  not  fent  the  Prefent  of  Condolance,  for 
Fear  of  its  falling  into  the  Enemy’s  Hands,  (Ac. 
&c. 

And  as  to  the  Former ,  it  related  to  the  Currency- 
Bill,  returned  at  the  fame  Time  with  fome  few  A- 
mendments,  to  which  he,  the  Governor,  prefumed 
the  Houfe  could  have  no  Objection  ;  and  concluded 
with  thefe  remarkable  Exprefiions.  ‘  I  cannot,  how- 
f  ever,  but  acquaint  you,  that,  in  giving  my  Aflent  to 
5  this  Bill,  I  have  afted  rather  inCompliance  to  your 
r  repeated  Application,  than  that,  in  my  own  Judg- 
‘  ment,  I  could  think  an  Addition,  to  our  Currency 
s  at  this  Time,  abfolutely  neceflary  :  I  am  In  Hopes 
1  neverthelefs,  that  as  the  Sum  to  be  emitted  is  not 

*  They  fuffered  this  Lofs  in  Defence  of  fome  EngVJh  Traders 
.hen  in  one  of  their  Towns.  The  French  came  with  a  ftrong  Bo¬ 
dy,  and  demanded  that,  the  Traders  and .  their  Goods  ftvouid  be 
delivered  up  to  them.  The  Indians  determined  to  proteft  them, 
out  were  overpowered  by  Numbers  ;  fome  of  the  Traders  were 
killed  and  the  reft  carried  away  to  Montreal ,  and  afterwards  fent 
Ihifoners  to  France.  This  was  before  the  Commencement  of  the 
prefent  War,  and  one  of  the  many  Hoftilities  of  the  like  Kind  pre¬ 
vious  to  our  feizing  their  Ships. 
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c  exorbitant ,  it  may  be  attended  with  no  bad  Confe - 
c  quences  to  the  Province/ 

Now  the  principal  of  thefe  Amendments  was  the 
following  Provifo,  viz.  t  Provided  always,  and  it  is 
6  hereby  farther  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid, 

‘  that  this  A£t  or  any  Thing  therein  contained,  fhall 
‘  not  take  Effect,  or  be  deemed  or  conftrued  or  taken 
‘  to  have  any  Force  or  Eflfedt ;  until  the  fame  fhall  have 
c  received  the  Royal  Approbation  of  his  Majefty, 

‘  his  Heirs,  or  Succeffors/  Which  prov’d  to  be 
fo  far  from  being  unobjectionable ,  that,  upon  the 
Qu  eft  ion,  the  Houfe  unanimoufly  refolved,  ‘  Not  to 
«  agree  to  this  Amendment,  becaufe  they  apprehend- 
c  ed  it  to  be  deftructive  of  the  Liberties  derived  to 
‘  them  by  the  Royal  and  Provincial  Charters,  as 
‘  well  as  injurious  to  the  Proprietaries  Rights,  and 
‘  without  any  Precedent  in  the  Laws  of  the  Pro- 
*  vince/  And  the  Governor,  on  the  other  Hand, 
adhered,  1  Becaufe  the  Claufe  fo  propofed  to  be  add- 
‘  ed,  was  founded  on  the  additional  Inftrudtion  from 
‘  the  Lords  Juftices,  in  Purfuance  of  the  Commons 
‘  Addrels  above  fpecified  •,  which  Inftrucftion  had 
6  been  known  to  the  Province  ever  fince  January , 
‘  174O;  and  confequently,  they  might  fee  the  Rea- 
\  fon  of  his  adding  it  v/as  fuch  as  he  could  not  al- 
‘  low  himfelf  the  Liberty  of  receding  from/ 

And  here  it  is  to  be  lamented,  That,  while  this 
Affair  was  firft  under  the  Confideration  of  Parliament, 
neither  the  Proprietary  nor  the  Provincial  Agent 
thought  fit  to  lay  thofe  Claufes  of  their  Charter  be¬ 
fore  the  Houfe,  by  which  the  laid  Proprietary  and  the 
Affembly  are  intruded  with  the  whole  Legiflative 
Power,  fubjebt  to  the  Royal  Revifion  and  Ratifica- 
tion,  and  may  even  put  Laws  not  inconfiftent  with 
their  Allegiance  in  Force,  for  the  Term  of  Five  Years, 
without  it ;  fince,  in  all  Probability,  that  Meafure 
would  hive  produced  fome  fuch  a  Temperament  as 
might  have  prevented  the  Broil  which  enfued  appa¬ 
rently  for  Want  of  it. 

The  Affembly  took  the  Governor’s  Reply  imme¬ 
diately  into  Confideration,  and  prepared  a  fuitable  Re- 

joinder> 
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joinder ;  in  which  h'aving  inwoven  the  unanimous 
Refolution  juft  fpecified,  they  declared  themfelves 
allured,  from  the  Report  of  their  Committee,  to 
whom  they  had  referred  both  the  Claufe  and  the  Exa¬ 
mination  of  their  Laws,  That  there  had  not  been  one 
Tingle  Inftance  of  aLawpafted  under  fuch  a  Reftridion 
as  that  then  contended  for  from  the  firft  Settlement  of 
the  Province  to  that  Day.  And  here  they  might  have 
fafely  ftopt,  if  they  had  thought  fit,  feeing  nothing 
could  be  added  in  their  Juft ification  ftronger  than  their 
Charter-Claims,  and  fuch  a  Series  of  Practice  founded 
upon  them  :  But,  willing  to  be  every  way  fortified, 
they  entered  farther  into  an  Enquiry,  Why  fo  danger¬ 
ous  an  Experiment  fhould  be  then  prefled  upon  them 
without  the  leaft  apparent  Necefiity  ?  And  proceeded 
to  (hew,  That  the  Inftrudion  itfelf  was  a  temporary 
one  :  That,  though  it  was  directed  to  a  Governor  of 
that  Province  among  the  Reft,  it  neither  did  or  could 
fuit  their  Circumftances  either  at  that  or  at  any  other 
Time  before  or  fince  :  That  This,  having  been  ma- 
nifefted  to  and  acknowledged  by  the  Lords  of  Trade , 
the  Ends  of  it,  as  to  them,  had  been  fully  anfwered  : 
That  the  faid  Lords,  in  their  Report  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  fubfequent  to  that  Addrefs  to  the  Throne 
concerning  the  Paper  Currencies  of  America ,  having 
fignified,  that  they  would  humbly  propofe  that  his 
Majefty  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  repeat  his  Or¬ 
ders  to  his  Governors  of  the  Plantations  not  to  give 
their  Affent,  for  the  Future,  to  any  Bill  or  Bills  for 
ifluing  or  re-iftuing  Paper  Money,  proceed  to  fay, 

‘  We  hope  thefe  Proportions  for  reducing  and  dif- 
‘  charging  the  Paper  Currency  of  the  Plantations  may 
‘  have  a  good  Effed  in  thofe  Governments  which  are 
‘  held  by  immediate  Commiftion  under  his  Majefty  *, 

‘  but  we  are  very  doubtful,  whether  they  will  pro- 
‘  duce  the  like  Effed  in  the  Charter  Governments, 

‘  who  do  apprehend  themfelves  by  their  particular 
‘  Charters  and  Conftitutions  to  be  very  little  dependent , 
‘  upon  the  Crown,  and  for  that  Reafon  feldom  pay 
‘  that  Obedience  to  his  Majefty’s  Orders,  which  might 
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c  be  reafonably  expeded  from  them  Thar,  notwith- 
llanding  what  is  here  laid  concerning  the  Repetition 
of  thefe  Orders,  they  had  good  Rea fon  to  believe  thole 
Orders,  at  lead  to  their  Governors,  had  never  been 
repeated  :  '1  hat  a  Bill,  in  which  was  a  Claufe  to  in- 
force  the  Orders  and  Inllrudions  of  the  Crown  in 
America  had  been  repeatedly  brought  into  Parliament, 
and  as  often  rejeded  :  That  the  Governor  himfelf  had 
reprefented  this  Bill  (to  reft  rain  the  IfTues  of  Paper 
Money)  as  of-  mifchievous  Tendency:  That  even  the 
very  Proprietaries  had  made  a  Merit  of  oppofmg  it : 
That,  as  in  the  Ad  of  Parliament  for  that  Purpofe 
which  did  pafs  in  June  1 751,  the  Eajiern  Colonies 
alone  were  included,  fo  Penfylvania  was  left  in  full 
Poflfeffion  of  its  Rights,  even  by  the  Parliament  it- 
felf:  That,  as  the  Date  of  the  Governor’s  Commiftion 
was  many  Years  pofterior  to  the  Date  of  the  Inftruc- 
tion,  they  hoped  and  prefumed ,  he  was  at  full  Liberty 
to  pafs  ail  their  Ads  upon  the  Terms  granted  them 
by  the  Royal  and  Provincial  Charters,  without  put¬ 
ting  them  to  the  difagreeable  Neceflity  of  examining 
the  Validity  of  fuch  Inftrudions,  &c.  And,  laftly, 
as  to  the  Iliue  of  their  Enquiry,  concerning  the  Ne- 
ceffity  of  contending  for  the.  prefen t  Amendments, 
they  not  only  declared  themfelves  at  a  Lofs  to  find  it 
out,  but  alio  called  upon  the  Governor  to  comply 
with  the  general  Voice  of  the  People,  and  the  re¬ 
peated  unanimous  Applications  of  their  Reprefenta- 
tives  in  granting  them  and  the  Province  the  feafonable 
Relief  provided  for  in  the  Bill,  by  giving  his  Affent 
to  it  as  it  flood. 

How  the  Governor  was  circumftanced  may  be  ga¬ 
thered  from  his  Adions  :  He  adhered  to  his  Amend¬ 
ments,  and  returned  the  Bill  as  before,  with  a  written 
Meffage,  in  which  he  perfevered  in  holding  up  the 
Inflrudion  as  an  infurmountable  Bar,  till  revoked,  to 
the  Affent  required  of  him  ;  urging.  That  hisPrede- 
ceffor  had  done  the  fame  in  the  Year  1746:  That  the 
Aflembly  admitted  the  Validity  of  it  in  ordinary  Cafes; 
and,  without  pretending  to  difpute,  only  hoped  he 
5  would 
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would  find  himfelf  at  Liberty  on  a  Re-confideration 
to  give  his  Affent,  notwithftanding,  to  a  Currency- 
Bill,  when  any  extraordinary  Emergency  required  it : 
That  then,  it  Teemed  plain,  they  did  not  think  an 
Injlruplion  founded  on  an  Addrefs  of  the  Commons, 
was  either  illegal ,  or  temporary ,  or  deftrudtive  of  their 
Liberties  :  That,  if  thefe  were  then  the  Sentiments  of 
both  Governor  and  Affembly,  there  was  no  Room 
for  the  Infmuation  that  he  had  been  the  firjl  to  prefs  fo 
dangerous  an  Experiment :  That,  if  there  was  no  In- 
ftance  before  of  a  like  Claufe  offered,  there  was,  per¬ 
haps,  no  Infiance  of  the  like  InftruCtion,  which  other- 
wife,  it  was  to  have  been  fuppofed,  would  have  met 
with  the  fame  dutiful  Obedience  :  That  a  reftraining 
InftruCtion  was,  perhaps,  on  no  Occafion  fo  necefiary 
as  in  the  Bufinefs  of 'Money,  over  which  the  King  had 
peculiar  Prerogatives :  That,  if  they  could  make  it 
appear  to  his  Majejly’s  Miwftry ,  that  an  Addition  to 
their  Currency  was  at  that  Time  necejfary ,  the  Royal 
Compliance  was  not  to  be  doubted  :  That,  with  Re¬ 
gard  to  the  former  Currency-Bill  by  them  cited,  he 
was  ftill  of  the  fame  Opinion  ;  but  that,  furely  a  very 
moderate  Share  of  Penetration  was  fufficient  to  diftin- 
guifh  between  an  Act  to  enforce  all  Orders  and  In- 
ftruCtions,  and  an  InftruCtion  founded  on  an  Addrefs 
of  Parliament :  That  they  would  certainly  allow  him 
to  judge  for  himfelf  in  a  Point  recommended  to  his 
Obfervance  on  Pain  of  incurring  his  Majefiy’s  higheft 
Difpleafure:  That  he  did  not  by  any  Means  blame 
them  for  contending  for  what  they  apprehended  to  be 
their  Rights  and  Privileges,  confequently  could  have 
no  Objection  to  their  examining  the  Validity  of  the 
King’s  InftruCtions,  provided  they  proceeded  with  fuch 
Temper  and  Moderation,  as  might  give  the  World 
no  Room  to  repeat  thp  Charge  brought  againft  the 
Charter-Governments  by  the  Lords  of  Trade,  of 
apprehending  themfelves  very  little  dependent  on  the 
Crown  :  And  that,  upon  the  Whole,  he  was  fincerely 
of  Opinion,  the  Royal  InftruCtion  was  of  the  fame 
Force  as  when  the  late  Governor  told  the  Affembly, 
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in  the  Year  1746,  he  could  not  bring  himfelf  to  fuch 
a  Pitch  of  Boldnefs  as  to  contravene  it. 

It  is  obvious,  That  the  conjuring  up  the  Ghoft  of 
thefe  departed  Inftrudions,  was  only  to  ftrike  an  Awe 
into  the  Affembly,  and  thereby  prepare  them  for  what 
farther  Practice,  the  new  Orders  which  could  not  but 
accompany  the  Proprietary's  Paper  already  recited, 
might  enjoin. 

The  King,  the  King’s  Minifters,  and  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  were  Authorities  too  big  for  a  Provin¬ 
cial  Reprefentative  to  compete  with,  and  therefore  it 
might  be  fuppofed  their  very  Names  would  ferve. 

But  they  were  too  wife  and  too  fteddy  to  be  fo 
amufed  :  And  the  Difference  of  Language  made  Ufe 
of  by  the  Proprietaries  and  their  Governor,  was  alone 
fufficient  to  warrant  the  different  Condud:  they  ob- 
ferved  :  For,  though  the  Governor  talked  only  of 
the  Sovereign  Power,  the  Proprietaries  talked  only  of 
Themfelves;  4  If  W  E  fhall  be  induced  from  the  State 
6  of  your  Trade  to  confent  to  an  Increafe  of  your  Pa- 
4  per-Currency.’ 

Not  thinking  themfelves  obliged,  therefore,  to 
confider  what  additional  Inducements  were  neceffary 
to  incline  thefe  great  Men  to  fuffer  their  Deputy  to 
difeharge  the  Duty  of  his  Commiffion,  the  Affembly 
chofe  to  lofe  their  Bill  rather  than  pay  more  for  it  than 
it  was  worth. 

Accordingly,  the  Governor’s  Amendments  being 
again  put  to  the  Queftion,  were  again  rejeded  una- 
nimoufly ;  and  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  anfwer 
his  Meffage,  which  they  did  in  fuch  a  Manner  as 
fhewed  they  were  more  anxious  to  do  Jufliceto  their 
Caufe  than  make  their  Court  to  the  Governor. 

What  Governor  Thomas  did  in  Paffing  the  5,000 
Pounds  Ad:,  they  urged  againft  what  he  faid :  The 
V alidity  of  Inftrudions  in  ordinary  Cafes,  faid  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted  by  the  Affembly  of  that  Time,  they  explain 
away,  by  faying,  the  Diftindion  was  only  made  ufe 
of,  to  furnifh  the  Governor  with  a  Pretence,  or  In¬ 
ducement  to  pafs  the  Bill :  That  this  was  not  the  firft 
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Inftrudtion  unlimited  in  Point  of  Time,  and  remaining 
as  yet  unrevoked,  which  neither  was  oj  would,  as 
they  hoped,  be  obferved  ;  fince  there  was  one  (till  to 
be  found  in  the  Council- Books  to  Governor  Keith, 
dated  July,  1723,  requiring  him,  for  the  Future,  not 
to  pafs  any  private  Adt  without  a  fufpending  Claufe, 
till  his  Majefty’s  Approbation  had  been  firft  obtained  : 
That  unfortunate,  indeed,  would  the  Cafe  of  Penfyl- 
vania  be,  if  Governors  were  never  to  be  freed  from 
the  Obligation  of  Occafional  Inftrudtions.  4  If  the 
c  King,5  laid  they,  4  fhould  judge  all  the  Purpofes  of 

5  his  Inftrudtion  anfwered,  upon  Patting  the  Paper- 

6  Money  Bill  in  Parliament  in  1 751,  we  mull,  never- 
4  thelefs,  for  ever  continue  under  the  Burden  of  it 
4  without  Redrefs  :  And  if  we  fhould  fuppofe  the 
4  Governor  is  reftridted  by  the  Proprietaries  from 
4  giving  his  Affent  to  the  Emifiion  of  any  farther 
4  Sum  in  Bills  of  Credit,  as  we  have  very  little  Reafbn 
4  to  doubt,  if  then  the  Proprietaries  fhould  be  pleafed 
4  to  withdraw  that  Rejlriffion ,  and  leave  him  at  Li- 
6  berty  to  pafs  all  our  Adts  upon  the  Terms  granted 
4  us  by  our  Charters ,  what  will  this  avail  if  the  Cover - 
4  nor  continues  to  think  he  can  never  be  freed  from  the 
4  Obligation  of  his  Inftrudtions  ?5 

More  materially  ftill,  they  alfo  fubjoined  the  Arti¬ 
cles  following :  viz. 

4  We  apprehend  all  Royal  Orders  and  Inftrudtions 
4  fubjedt  the  Governors  to  whom  they  are  diredted,  and 
4  their  SuccefTors  too,  as  the  Governor  is  pleafed  to 
4  inform  us,  to  the  Royal  Difpleafure,  unlefs  fuch 
4  Inftrudlions  are  revoked  by  his  Majetty’s  Authority  ; 
4  and  yet  we  cannot  find  that  Governor  Keith ,  to 
4  whom  it  was  diredted,  or  Governor  Gordon,  his 
4  SuccefTor,  or  Governor  ‘Thomas,  or  our  prefcnt 
4  Governor,  have  ever  thought  themfelves  under  any 
4  Danger  of  incurring  his  Majefty’s  Difpleafure  for  a 
4  total  Negledt,  and  diredt  Difobedienee  to  the  addi- 
4  tional  Inftrudtion  of  the  Lords  Juftices  in  1723, 

4  the  Orig'nal.of  wh'ch,  we  make  no  Doubt,  as  well 
4  as  of  the  Inftrudtion  of  1740,  is  in  the  Governor’s 
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Poffeffion  ;  and  the  Subftance  of  both  we  know  to 
be  printed  with  the  Minutes  of  our  Houfe  :  Why 
then  an  Inftrudtion,  allowed  to  be  in  Force  in  1723, 
and  {till  unrevoked,  fhouid  be  of  no  Effedt,  and  an 
additional  Inftrudtion  of  the  Lords  Juftices  in  1740, 
poffibly  revoked  by  the  Condudt  of  the  iucceeding 
Seffions  of  the  fame  Parliament,  upon  whofe  Ad- 
drefs  to  his  Majefty  that  Inftrudtion  was  founded, 
fhouid  be  fo  ftridtly  binding,  is  what  we  cannot  ap¬ 
prehend. - - 

— 4  But  if  the  Liberty  the  Governor  contends  for 
:  can  mean,  that  we  muff  allow  him  to  judge  for  him- 
;  felf,  how  far  he  may  or  may  not  obey  fuch  Royal 
:  Iriftrudtions,  at  his  own  Rifque  (as  his  Majefty’s 
1  highefb  Difplealure  is  threatened  againft  him  parti- 
:  cularly)  and  at  his  own  PJeafure  too,  then  we  muft 
4  own  we  are  at  a  Lofs  to  diflinguifh  any  great  Dif- 
4  ference  between  the  mifchievous  Tendency  of  an 
4  Adi:  to  enforce  all  Orders  and  Inftrudtions  of  thq 
4  Crown  whatever,  and  the  Neceffity  the  Governor  is 
‘  pleafed  to  think  we  are  under  to  allow  him  the 
‘  Power  of  inforcipg  them  whenever  he  fhall  think 
4  fit  •,  with  this  Preference,  however,  that  we  would 
4  far  rather  chufe  to  fubmit  ourlelves,  and  our  Caufe, 
4  to  the  King  and  the  Jufticeof  a  Britijh  Parliament, 
4  than  to  the  meer  Will  of  our  Governor,  whether 
4  to  inforce  or  difregard  them,  however  they  may 
4  have  anfwered  their  Ends,  or  otherwife  abated  of 
4  their  Force  :  And,  in  the  prefen t  Cafe,  we  hope 
4  the  Governor,  on  Refledtion,  will  pay  fome  Re- 
4  o-ard  to  the  Tudament  of  the  fame  Parliament  from 
4  which  the  Addrefs  to  the  Crown  had  been  preferred 
4  to  iffue  this  additional  Inftrudtion,  who,  although 
4  requeued  in  their  next  Seflion  by  the  Board  of 
4  Trade,  to  addrefs  the  Crown  again,  that  he  would 
4  be  pleafed  to  repeat  his  Inftrudlions  to  the  Governors 
4  in  his  American  Colonies,  have  not  only  never  com* 
4  plied  therewith,  that  we  know  of,  but  have  fince 
4  paffed  an  Adf  for  reftraining  the  iffuing  Bills  of 
*  Credit  in  thofe  particular  Colonies,  where,  after  a 
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<  fuH  Enquiry,  they  found  fuch  Emiffions  injurious 
4  to  the  Trade  of  Great -Britain,  or  not  calculated  to 
‘  do  Juftice  between  Man  and  Man,  and  have  left 
i  4  us,  as  we  prefume,  exonerated  from  the  Burden  of 
4  this  additional  Inftru&ion,  and  in  full  Power  over 
4  our  Laws  upon  the  Terms  of  our  Charters  ;  and  fo 
4  long  as  we  afk  nothing  farther  than  is  warranted  by 
1 1  4  theft,  we  hope  it  neither  will  nor  can  interfere  with 
4  the  Royal  Prerogatives. 

4  It  may  be  prefumed,  the  Reprefentatives  of  this 
;  4  Province,  when  met  in  their  Affemblies,  have  fome 
r  4  valuable  Privileges  yet  left,  in  framing  their  Laws, 

4  to  do  Juftice  between  Man  and  Man,  without  the 
|  4  A  d  of  an  additional  Intrusion;  and  we  hope  it  can- 
4  not  be  expected  that  we  fhould  very  eafily  part  with 
‘  thofe  Rights  and  depend  on  Royal  Inftructions, 

4  over  which  we  are  to  allow  the  Governor  the  Power 
4  he  is  pleafed  to  contend  for;  and  we  have  no  Reafon 
4  to  doubt,  all  Men  of  Underftar  ding  and  Candour 
4  will  prefer  a  regular  Courfe  of  Laws,  occafionally 
4  fuited  to  the  limes,  and  framed  by  the  Repre- 
4  lentatives  of  the  People  annually  chofen,  and  af- 
1  4  fented  to  by  their  Governor,  to  a  Series  of  In- 
4  ftru&ions  fent  for  that  Purpofe  from  fo  great  a 
4  Diftance. 

4  For  our  own  Part,  we  are  fully  fatisfied  and  af- 
4  fured,  that  fj  long  as  we  continue  in  our  Duty  and 
4  Loyalty  to  the  beft  of  Kings,  who  has  been  pleafed 
4  to  declare.  That  nothing  in  this  World  can  give  him 
4  fo  much  Pleafure  as  to  fee  (his  Subjects )  a  flourifhing 
4  and  happy  People ;  and  neither  claim,  nor  defire, 

4  other  or  greater  Privileges  than  thofe  we'  have  a 
4  Right  to,  under  the  Grant  of  his  Royal  Predecef- 
4  fors,  we  can  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  King  or 
4  a  Britijh  Parliament :  And,  as  it  is  our  Duty  to 
4  defend  thefe  in  the  beft  Manner  we  are  able,  in  the 
|  4  faithful  Difcharge  of  fo  high  a  Truft,  we  fhall  have 
4  the  Satisfaction  of  our  own  Minds,  and,  we  hope, 
4  the  Countenance  of  all  good  Men,  notwithftanding 
4  the  Governor’s  Opinion,  that  the  Charge  made 
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‘  again  ft  this  Province  (among  other  Charter  Pro- 
c  vinces)  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  is  not  much  to  our 
‘  Advantage.’  [ 

And  having  before  declared  their  Perfuafion,  or 
Affurance,  That  the  Governor  might  pafs  the  Law  in 
queftion,  or  any  other  Law,  confident  with  the  Royal 
Charter,  without  the  leaft  Apprehenfion  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Difpleafure ,  they  finally  fuggeft.  That  it  muft 
be  not  only  a  Lofs  of  Time  to  the  Reprefen tatives, 
but  a  great  Expence  to  the  Country,  to  prepare  Bills 
for  the  Governor’s  Afient,  which  he  was  bound  by 
private  Inftrudlions  from  the  Proprietaries  not  to 
pafi . 

Unanimoudy  this  Report  was  approved  of;  and 
yet,  from  a  Principle  of  Moderation  we  muft  pre¬ 
fume,  it  was  left  to  be  reconfidered  by  the  next  Af- 
fembly  ;  as  alfo  was  another  Report,  received  the 
fame  Day  from  the  Committee,  appointed  to  draw 
up  a  Reply  to  the  Paper  laft  transmitted  from  the  Pro¬ 
prietaries ,  of  which,  as  a  Debt  both  of  Hcnour  and 
Juftice  to  the  Province,  fome  Account  is  now  to  be 
given. 

Sixteen  Sections,  or  Paragraphs,  it  muft  be  recol¬ 
lected,  that  Paper  was  compofed  of ;  and  one  by  one 
they  are  feverally  confidered,  acknowledged,  or  re¬ 
futed. 

1  he  Declaration  contained  in  the  firft  is  acknow¬ 
ledged  to  be  a  noble  one,  and  worthy  the  Rank  held 
by  the  Proprietaries :  The  Infinuation  in  the  Second  is 
declared  to  be  not  only  groundlefs  but  alfo  injurious ; 
the  Afiembly,  inftead  of  oppofing  the  Proprietary 
Intereft,  having  confulted  that  Intereft,  even  in  the 
very  Point  in  Queftion,  if  it  was  confiftent  with  their 
Intereft  to  have  a  good  Underftanding  with  the  Peo¬ 
ple ;  to  obtain  which  a  Method  was  propofed:  To 
the  Intimation  contained  in  the  Third ,  That,  after 
I.  hey  had  ordered  Their  Governor  to  give  the  An- 
fwer  which  he  did  to  the  former  Application,  they 
had  no  Reafon  to  expect  a  Repetition  directly  to 
themfelves,  &c.  it  was  replied,  That  Repetitions, 
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when  they  are  fupported  with  new  Reafons,  and  con¬ 
tain  Anfwers  to  thofe  given  for  refilling  the  Requeft 
that  had  been  made,  are  juflifiabie  in  all  Cafes,  except 
where  the  Perfons  applied  to  were  fure  to  be  infal¬ 
libly  right,  or  incapable  of  hearing  Reafon  :  To 
the  Fourth ,  containing  the  Opinion  of  the  Lords 
of  Trade  concerning  the  Obligations  incumbent  on 
the  Proprietaries  as  chief  Governors,  to  pay  a  Part 
of  Public  Charges,  the  Committee  fay.  That  the 
Houfe  did  not  require  their  Contribution  as  Governors 
but  as  Proprietaries  which  was  according  to  William 
Penn’s  own  Diftin&ion  formerly  made  ;  and  confider- 
ing  them,  as  in  the  fame  Paragraph  is  afterwards  done, 
to  be  the  wealthieft  Inhabitants  of  the  Province,  it 
follows  undeniably,  That  fuch  their  Contributions 
were  therefore  due  to  the  Province  in  Proportion' 
to  their  Subdance  in  it :  In  their  Anfwer  to  the 
Fifth,  they  both  combat  with  and  complain  of  a 
Mifreprefentation  contained  in  it,  as  a  Thing  un¬ 
worthy  the  Dignity  of-  the  Proprietaries  and  chief 
Governors  of  a  Province,  urging,  That  they  did  not 
allert,  Purchafes  were  made  dire <5tly  with  the  People’s 
Money  •,  but  only.  That  they  were  made  on  the 
mote  reafonable  Terms,  becaufe  of  the  Provincial 
Prefents  attending  them  ;  and  that  this  was  advanced 
as  an  additional  Reafon  why  the  Proprietaries  fhouid 
bear,  at  lead,  a  proportional  Part  of  the  Expence  of 
fuch  Prefents;  fharing  in  the  firft  Place,  as  they  did,  in 
the  Good  from  thefe  Treaties  refulting  to  the  Whole, 
and  ingroffing,  over  and  above,  a  very  confiderable 
Advantage  to  themfelves. 

To  the  Sixth,  which  infinuates.  That  the  People 
are  able  enough  to  pay  thefe  Expences  without  the 
Affiflance  of  the  Proprietaries ,  they  retort  moft  un- 
anfwerably,  That  becaufe  they  are  able  to  pay,  it  does 
not  follow,  that,  therefore,  they  are  obliged  to  pay 
unjuftly ;  as  alfo,  that  they,  the  Proprietaries ,  are  as 
able  as  themfelves,  and  afking,  Why  that  Reafon, 
which,  it  was  pla  n,  was  not  Efficient  to  induce  them 
to  pay  a  Part,  fhouid  be  held  pf  Force  enough  with 
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the  People  to  induce  them  to  pay  the  whole?  After 
which  they  declare  the  Charge  againd  them  in  the  faid 
Paragraph  of  aiming  to  captivate  the  weakeft  of  the 
People,  &c.  to  be  an  ahfolute  Miftake ,  unfupported 
with  the  lead  Degree  of  Probability,  the  Proprietaries 
not  having  had  any  formidable  Share  in  the  People’s 
Efteem  for  many  Years  pad,  nor  the  fuppofed  Ad- 
drefs  to  the  People  made,  nor  the  Reprelentation  it- 
felf  publifhed,  nor  even  the  Votes  on  which  it  was 
founded,  till  after  the  Eledion  was  over,  &c. 

Upon  the  feventh ,  concerning  the  Expediency  of 
fhewing  a  due  Regard  to  the  Proprietaries  and  their 
Inter  eft,  they  comment  as  follows,  4  That  is,  as  we 
underdand  it,  tho*  the  Proprietaries  have  a  Deputy 
4  here,  fupported  by  the  Province,  who  v,  or  ought 
to  be  fully  empowered  to  pafs  all  Laws,  neceffaryfor 
4  the  Service  of  the  Country,  yet,  before  we  can  obtain 
*  Eich  Laws,  we  mud  facilitate  their  Pajfage ,  by 
4  paying  Money  for  the  Proprietaries  which  they  ought 
4  t0  pay  \  or,  in  fome  other  Shape  make  it  their  par- 
4  ticular  Interest  to  pafs  them  :  VVehope,  however, 

4  that,  if  this  Practice  has  ever  been  begun  it  will 
4  never  be  continued  in  this  Province ;  and  that  fince, 
as  this  very  Paragraph  allows,  we  have  an  undoubted 
Right  to  fuch  Law's,  we  fhall  be  always  able  to 
obtain  them  from  the  Goodnefs  of  our  Sovereign, 

4  without  going  to  Market  for  them  to  a  Subjed.’^— 
They  afterwards  expatiate  on  the  Word  Rank  as  ap¬ 
plied  by  the  Proprietaries  to  themfelves  in  the  fame 
Paragraph;  concerning  which  they  fay,  ‘  We  can¬ 
not  find  on  perufing  the  Reprefentation  in  quedion, 
that  it  contains  any  Treatment  unluitable  to  their 
4  Lank.  The  Refolve  of  the  Houfe  was.  that  to 
c  prevent  DifTatisfadions  on  all  Sides,  they  fhould  be 
4  requeded,  in  the  mod  reafonable  and  mod  refpefiful 
4  Manner,  to  agree  upon  a  Proportion  of  Indian 
Cnarges  to  be  paid  by  tnem  and  the  Province  accord- 
ing^  to  Jtidice  :  And  it  may  be  fubmitted  to  the 
Judgment  of  all  impartial  Perfons,  whether  the  Re- 
pi  eientation  drawn  in  Purluance  of  the  Refolve, 

4  was 
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c  was  not  both  reafonabk  in  itfelf  and  refpettful  in  the 
*  Manner.  It  was  not,  as  the  Proprietaries  reprefent 
4  it,  an  Addrefs  to  the  Publick.  It  is  not  to  this  Day 
‘  made  publick.  It  was  a  private  Application  to 
‘  them  fe  Ives,  tranfmitted  to  them  thro’  the  Hands  of 
«  their  Governor.  Their  true  Interest  (which  they 
4  will  always  find  to  confift  in  juft,  equitable  and  ge- 
4  nerous  Meafure  ,  and  in  fecuring  the  Affections  of 
‘  their  People)  was  confulted  in  it,  and  one  fuitable. 

4  Means  propofed  to  obtain  that  Ifnd.- — As  to  Rank , 

4  the  Proprietaries  may  remember,  that  the  Crown 
4  has  likewife  been  pleaied  to  give  the  Affemblies  of 
4  this  Province  a  Rank  ;  a  Rank  which  they  hold, 

4  not  by  hereditary  Defcent ,  but  as  they  are  the  vojun- 
4  tary  Choice  of  a  free  Peop'e,  unbribed,  and  even 
4  unfollicited.  But  they  are  fenfible  that  true  Refpetf 
4  is  not  neceffariJy  connected  with  Rank,  and  that  it 
4  is  only  from  a  Courfe  of  Abtion  fuitable  to  that  Rank 
4  they  can  hope  to  obtain  it.’. 

Coming  then  to  the  Eighth ,  they  exprefs  their  Sur¬ 
prize  at  the  Concern  affected  by  the  Proprietaries ,  on 
their  being,  as  they  fay,  laid  under  a  Neceffity  of  ac¬ 
quainting  the  Publick  with  a  State  of  the  provincial 
Revenue,  the  faid  Revenue  being,  annually  fettled, 
ftated,  printed  and  publifhed  by  the  Affembly,  and 
having  fo  been  for  thirty  Years  paft  :  Adding,  that 
whatever  Reafons  the  Proprietaries  might  have  to  make 
a  Secret  of  their  Revenue,  the  Province  had  none. — • 
The  Manner  in  which  the  Proprietaries  reafon  con¬ 
cerning  Taxes  they  ol  je£t  to  in  the  next  Place,  as  in¬ 
accurate  and  inconclufive.  Affecting,  that  Taxes, 
how  reafonably  foever  impofed  or  willingly  paid,  are, 
neverthelefs,  Taxes:  That  all  Taxes  ought  upon  the 
whole,  to  produce  more  Good  to  thole  who  pay  them, 
than  the  fame  Sum  left  at  their  own  Difpofal,  in  which 
Cafe  they  are  no  Burden,  &c.  and  concluding  thus, 
4  After  eftimating  our  whole  prefent  Revenue,  as  if 
4  it  had  been  the  fame  for  twenty  Years  paft,  and 
4  would  certainly  continue,  tho’  the  Proprietaries 
4  know  it  depends  on  temporary  Acts  near  expiring, 

4  the 
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tue  Renewal  of  which  is  at  befi  dubious,  they  con* 
*  c,ude  that  four  hundred  Pounds  a  Year  for  Indian 
Expences  is  a  final]  Sum,  and  that  we  are  under 
‘  no  Neceffity  of  being  frugal,  on  this  Account,  of 
the  Public  Money.  This  four  hundred  a  Year  is  the 
Sum  that  they  find  has  been  paid  on  an  Average 
‘  for  twenty  Years  paft,  and  they  take  no  Notice  of 
‘  its  being  a  growing  Charge,  and  that  for  the  four 
laft  Years  before  the  Reprefentation,  it  amounted  to 
near  twelve  hundred  a  Year,  which  we  conceive  dif- 
intetejled  Perfons  will  think  a  very  large  Sum  :  And 
‘  altho’  the  fame  Excife  might  have  been  raifed,  if 
not  half  that  Money  had  been  expended,  it  does 
not  feem  to  us  to  follow,  that  the  Proprietaries 

1  ?r  gLC  n,0t  t0  have  paid  their  Proportion  of  it. 
c  If  the  Sum  be  fmall,  their  Proportion  of  it  mull 
have  been  fmaller :  And  the  Money  fo  faved  miHit 
‘  have  been  applied  to  fome  other  Ufe,  beneficiafto 
;  the  Publick  ;  or  have  remained  ready  in  the  Trea- 
‘  ftiry  for  any  Emergency.’ 

In  return  to  the  ninth  they  fay,  the  People  of  Pen - 
fylvania  pay,  proportionally,  as  much  towards  the 
Support  of  his  Majefty’s  Government,  in  the  Shape 
of  Duties  and  Excife,  as  the  proprietary  Family ,  or 
any  other  Subjects ;  indeed  as  much  as  an  Infant  Co- 
lonycan  bear;  and  more  they  hoped  and  believed  the 
Juftice  of  a  Britifh  Parliament  would  never  burden 
them  with.  Adding,  ‘  The  Proprietaries  Exemption 
was  not  publifhed  till  now  at  their  own  Inftance  :  It 
was  made  ufe  of  as  a  private  Motive  to  themfelves 
‘  only  in  the  Reprefentation .* 

"I  o  the  Fenth ,  whicn  regards  the  Indian  Interpreter, 
among  other  Things  equally  pertinent,  they  fay, 

‘  We  fuppofe  the  Infiances  alluded  to,  wherein  the 
e  y-  j  m°ly  d*d  not  ft)dy  fttisly  him,  mufthave  been 
luch  as  the  Proprietaries  were  concerned  in  by  the 
Purchafe  of  Lands;  and  a  Part  might  be  according¬ 
ly  left  for  them  to  pay.’ — And  for  themfelves  and 
all  other  Affemblies,  they  declare  their  Hope  and 

Belief* 
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Belief,  that  no  Service  from  the  Proprietaries  to  the 
Province,  will  ever  be  differed  to  pafs  without  grate¬ 
ful  Acknowledgments  and  proper  Returns. 

Of  the  proprietary  Right  to  a  Monopoly  of  Land, 
whether  from  the  Crown  or  Affembly,  they,  in  An- 
fwer  to  the  Eleventh  Article,  wave  all  Difpute*,  it 
being  every  W^ ay  conclufive  alike,  4  That  thofe  in 
«  whofe  Favour  fuch  Monopoly  was  created,  ought, 

‘  at  lead,  to  bear  a  Part  of  the  Expence  neceffary  to 
4  fecure  them  the  full  Benefit  of  it.5 

Laftly,  having  already  given  the  concluding  fiv* 
Articles  of  the  Proprietary  Paper  in  the  Intire,  it  is 
but  reafonable  to  fubjoin  the  intire  Anfwers,  which 
were  as  follow.  To  wit. 

4  12.  In  the  twelfth  Paragraph,  three  Things  ap- 
*  pear  fomewhat  extraordinary  to  your  Committee. 

4  1.  That  the  Proprietaries  fhould  deny  that  Treaties 
4  for  Land  are  made  at  lefs  Expence  on  Account  of 
4  provincial  Prefents  accompanying  them  ;  which  we 
4  think  any  difintereded  Judge  would  at  lead  allow 
4  to  be  probable.  2.  That  they  fhould  fay  the  lad 
4  Purchafe  was  made  on  no  other  Account ,  but  purely 
4  to  fave  the  Province  the  Expence  of  a  Prefent  j  as 
4  if  they  had  no  Occafion  to  purchafe  more  Land  of 
4  the  Indians ,  or  found  no  Advantage  in  it.  3.  That 
4  to  prove  fuch  Purchafes  were  not  the  cheaper  on 
4  Account  of  provincial  Prefents  accompanying  them, 
4  they  fhould  give  an  Indance  in  which,  they  them- 
4  felves  fay,  the  Purchafe  was  the  dearer  for  Want  of 
4  fuch  Prefents.  If  Purchafes  are  dearer  to  the  Pro- 
4  prietaries  when  no  provincial  Prefents  accompany 
4  them,  does  not  this  clearly  confirm  the  Affertion  of 
4  the  Affembly,  that  they  are  the  cheaper  when  there 
4  are  fuch  Prefents  ?  And  does  it  not  prove  what  the 
4  Proprietaries  deny  ?* 

4  13.  It  appears  by  their  thirteenth  Paragraph  that 
4  the  Proprietaries  think  the  Part  they  voluntarily  fub- 

4  mit 
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4  mit  to  bear,  and  expedt  always  to  bear,  of  public 
‘  Expences,  is  greater  than  their  Proportion,  equi- 
‘  tably  laid,  would  amount  to.  If  this  be  fo,  and 
e  they  are,  as  they  fay,  4 4  far  from  dejiring  to  avoid 
“  contributing  to  any  -public  Expence  which  it  is  rea- 
44  finable  they  fhould  bear  a  Part  ofi  altho>  their  Efiateis 
44  not  by  haw  liable  to  be  taxed your  Committee  are 
4  at  a  Lofs  to  conceive,  why  they  fhould  refufe,  “  fo 
44  enter  into  any  Agreement  for  the  Payment  of  any  par - 
“  ticular  Proportion  of  Indian  or  ether  public  Expen- 
4£  ces,”  when  fuch  Agreement  might  fave  them 
4  Money,  and  is  propofed  to  prevent  DiiTatisfadtions, 
4  and  to  preferve  Union  and  Harmony  between  them 
4  and  the  People  •,  unlefs  it  be  to  fhew  their  utter  Con- 
4  tempt  of  fuch  Union  and  Harmony,  and  how 
4  much  they  are  above  valuing  the  People’s  Re- 
4  gard. 

4  The  Charge  on  former  Aflemblies,  that  they  neg- 
4  ledled  the  Defence  of  the  Proprietaries  City ,  your 
4  Committee  cannot  but  think  unkind,  when  it  is 
4  known  to  the  World,  that  they  gave  many  thoufind 
4  Pounds  during  the  War  to  the  King’s  Ufe,  befides 
4  paying  near  three  thoufind  Pounds  at  one  Time,  to 
4  make  good  the  Damages  done  to  the  Mafters  of 
4  Servants,  by  the  irregular  and  oppreffive  Proceed- 
4  ings  of  the  Proprietaries  Lieutenant ;  and  that  their 
4  not  providing  Cannon  to  d  fend  the  City  was  not 
4  from  Negledt,  but  other  Confiderations  fet  forth  at 
4  large  in  the  printed  Proceedings  of  thofe  Times, 

4  needlefs  now  to  be  repeated.  At  the  fame  Time  it 
4  may  be  remembered,  that  tho’  the  Defence  of  the 
4  Proprietaries  City,  as  they  are  pleafed  to  term  it, 

4  by  Batteries  of  Cannon,  was  more  their  Intereft  (we 
4  will  not  fay  Duty)  than  any  other  Perfons  whatfo- 
4  ever,  and  they  now  reprefent  it  as  a  Thing  fo  ne- 
4  cefiary,  yet  they  themfelves  really  negledted,  and 
4  even  difcouraged  it;  while  Tome  private  Gentlemen 
-4  gave  Sums  nearly  equal  to  that  they  mention,  and 
4  many  contributed  vaftiy  more,  confidering  their 

4  Cir* 
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*  Circumftances,  by  which  means  thofe  Batteries  were 

*  not  only  compleated  in  Seafon,  but  the  Defence  of 
‘  both  Town  and  Country  in  that  Way  provided  for  ; 

4  whereas  this  boafted  Affiftance  of  four  hundred 
4  Pounds  w'orth  of  Cannon,  was  fent,  like  Venetian 
4  Succours,  after  the  Wars  were  over.  Yet  we  doubt 
4  not,  but  the  Proprietary  who  fent  them  has  long 
4  fmce  had  the  Thanks  of  thofe  who  received  them, 

4  tho’  we  cannot  learn  that  they  ever  were  favoured 
4  with  any  from  him,  for  what  they  did  and  expend- 
4  ed  in  Defence  of  his  Share  of  the  Province  Pro- 
4  perty.* 

4  14.  The  fourteenth  Paragraph  of  the  Proprieta- 
4  ries  Anfwer  feems  calculated  merely  for  the  fame 
4  Defign  with  which  they  charge  the  Reprefentation, 

4  viz.  to  amufe  the  weaker  Part  of  the  People. — If 
4  they  are  really  difpoled  to  favour  the  Drinkers  of 
4  fpirituous  Liquors,  they  may  do  it  without  a  Law, 

4  by  inftr lifting  their  Lieutenants  to  abate  Half  the 
4  Licence  Fees,  which  would  enable  the  Retailers  to 
4  fell  proportionably  cheaper ;  or  to  refufe  Licences 
4  to  more  than  half  the  prefent  Number  of  public 
4  Houfes,  which  might  prevent  the  Ruin  of  many 
4  Families,  and  the  great  Increafe  of  Idlenefs,  Drum 
4  kennefs,  and  other  Immoralities  among  us. 

4  15.  In  Return  to  the  good  Refolutions  expreffed 
4  by  the  Proprietaries  in  their  fifteenth  Section,  your 
4  Committee  hope  that  future,  as  well  as  paft  Afiem- 
4  blies,  will  likewife  endeavour  to  make  the  public 
4  Gowd  the  Rule  of  their  Aflions,  and  upon  all  Qc- 
4  cafions  confult  the  true  Intereft  and  Honour  of  the 
4  proprietary  Family,  whatever  may  be  the  Senti- 
4  mentsor  Conduct  of  any  of  its  particular  Branches. 
4  To  this  End,  we  think  the  hontfl:  and  free  Re- 
4  marks  contained  in  this  Report,  may  be  more  con- 
4  ducive  than  a  thoufand  flattering  Addrefles.  And 
4  we  hope,  that  when  the  Proprietaries  fhall  think 
4  fit  to  reconfider  this  Matter,  they  will  beperfuaded, 

4  that 
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4  that  agreeing  to  an  equitable  Proportion  of  Ex- 
4  pence  will  be  a  good  Means  of  taking  away  one 
4  Handle  of  Diffention  from  44  Men  of  warm  uneafy 
44  Spirits,  if  fuch  ffiould  ever  unhappily  procure  them- 
44  felves  to  be  elected. ” 

4  16.  Yet  if  the  Proprietaries  are  really  defirous 
4  of  preferving  an  Union  and  Harmony  between 
4  themfelves  and  this  People,  we  cannot  but  be  fur- 
4  prized  at  their  laft  Paragraph,  whereby  they  endea- 
4  vour  to  cut  off  the  Affemblies  Accefs  to  them,  in 
4  Cafes  where  the  Anfwers  received  .from  their  De- 
4  puties  may  not  be  thought  agreeable  to  the  public 
4  Good.  No  King  of  England ,  as  we  can  remem- 
4  ber,  has  ever  taken  on  himfelf  fuch  State,  as  to  re- 
4  fufe  perfonal  Applications  from  the  meaneft  of  his 
4  Subjects,  where  the  Redrefs  of  a  Grievance  could 
4  not  be  obtained  of  his  Officers.  Even  Sultans, 
4  Sophies,  and  other  Eaftern  abfolute  Monarchs  will, 
4  it  is  faid,  fometimes  fit  whole  Days  to  hear  the 
4  Complaints  and  Petitions  of  their  very  Slaves  •,  and 
4  are  the  Proprietaries  of  Penfylvania ,  become  too 
4  great  to  be  addreffed  by  the  Reprefentatives  of  the 
4  Freemen  of  their  Province  ?  If  they  mull  not  be 
4  reafoned  with,  becaufe  they  have  given  Inftruftions, 
4  nor  their  Deputy  becaufe  he  has  received  them  ;  our 
4  Meetings  and  Deliberations  are  henceforth  ufelefs  ; 
4  we  have  only  to  know  their  Will,  and  to  obey. 

4  To  conclude;  if  this  Province  muft  beat  more 
4  than  two  thoufand  Pounds  a  Year  Expence,  to  fup- 
4  port  a  Proprietary’s  Deputy,  who  ffiall  not  be  at  Li- 
4  berty  to  ufe  his  own  Judgment  in  paffing  Laws  [as 
4  is  intimated  to  us  in  the  fourteenth  Seblion  of  the 
4  Anfwer  we  have  been  conlidering]  but  the  A  Kent 
4  muft  be  obtain’d  from  chief  Governors,  at  three 
4  thoufand  Miles  diftance,  often  ignorant  or  mifin- 
4  formed  in  our  Affairs,  and  who  will  not  be  applyed 
4  to  or  reafoned  with  when  they  have  given  Inftruc- 
4  tions,  we  cannot  but  efteem  thofe  Colonies  that  are 
4  under  the  immediate  Care  of  the  Crown  in  a  much 

4  more 
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6  more  eligible  Situation  :  And  our  fincere  Regard 
|  *  for  the  Memory  of  our  fird  Proprietary,  muft  make 
«  us  apprehend  for  his  Children,  that  if  they  follow 
I  ‘  the  Advice  of  Rehoboam'%  Counfellors,  they  will, 

‘  like  him,  abfolutely  lofe - at  lead  the  Affedions 

|  c  of  their  People.  A  Lofs,  which  however  they  af- 
«  fed  to  defpife,  will  be  found  of  more  Confequence 
«  to  them  than  they  feem  at  prefent  to  be  aware  of.* 

The  Aflembly  returned  in  Odlober^  for  the  Remain¬ 
der  of  the  Year  1753  and  to  lad  till  October  1754* 
being  compofed  of  nearly  the  fame  Perfons  as  the  lad, 
met  with  the  fame  Difpofition,  and  proceeded  on  the 
fame  Principles. 

To  have  a  fufficient  Currency  was,  as  we  have  feen, 
the  great  provincial  Point;  and  from  the Fads  already 
dated,  it  is  diffidently  clear,  that  the  Proprietary - 
Concurrence  therewith  was  not  to  be  obtained,  but 
upon  fuch  Terms  as  even  Silver  and  Gold  could  never 
be  worth.  The  Loan-Office ,  which  was  in  the  Hands 
of  the  Aflembly,  was  dill  confider’d  as  an  over  -Bal- 
lance  for  the  Land-Office ,  in  the  Hands  of  the  Pro¬ 
prietary,  tho’  they  never  came  into  Competition, 
j  and  no  Benefit  could  any  Way  refult  to  the  Province, 
but  the  Proprietaries  were  fure  to  have  their  Share  of  it. 

What  Encouragement  the  near  Profped  of  a  War 
furnifhed  to  either;  and  what  Ufe  was  made  of  it; 
and  at  whofe  Door  the  Obflrudions  given  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  Service  are  to  be  laid,  will  bed  be  deduced  from 
the  Sequel. 

With  the  Confideration  of  the  State  of  their  Com¬ 
merce  and  the  accumulated  Proofs  refulting  there¬ 
from,  that  with  the  Increafe  of  their  Currency,  the 
Trade  of  the  Province,  as  well  by  Importations  from 
England  as  the  Exportations  of  their  own  Produd, 
had  amazingly  increafed,  the  Aflembly  opened  their 
Seffions  in  February  1754;  and,  taking  in  alfo  the 
1  Confideration  of  their  Currency  with  it,  came  to 
the  following  unanimous  Refolutions.  To  wit. 

4  That  it  is  necefiary  that  the  Paper- Money  of 
‘  this  Province  Ihould  be  re-emitted  for  a  farther  Time. 
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(  That  there  is  a  Neceffity  of  a  farther  Addition 
t0  die  Paper  Money  at  prefent  current  by  Law 
4  within  this  Province. 

lhat  there  is  a  NecefTity,  that  a  Sum-  fhould  be 
‘  to  exchange  the  ragged  and  torn  Bills  now 

‘  current  by  Law  in  this  Province.’ 

Lpon  which  Refolutions,  they  afterwards  or¬ 
dered  in  a  Bill  for  ftriking  40,000  /.  to  be  made  cur¬ 
rent  and  emitted  on  Loan,  and  for  re-emitting  and 
continuing  the  Currency  of  the  Bills  already  in  Cir¬ 
culation  :  And  on  the  other  Hand,  the  Governor 
fent  them  down  a  written  Mefiage,  accompanied  with 
a  Letter  to  himfelf  from  the  Earl  of  Holder neffe^  a 
iecond  from  the  Lords  of  Trade,  and  a  third  Irom 
the  French  Commandant  on  the  Ohio  to  Mr.  Dinwid - 
die.  Deputy  Governor  of  Virginia. 

I  he  Earl  of  Holdernejfs' s  Letter  was  dated  Auguji 
1 753  :  And,  as  it  may  be  prefumed,  was  nearly 
the  fame  with  the  other  Letters,  lent  at  the  fame  Time, 
to  the  Governors  of  the  other  Provinces. 

1  lie  Contents  of  it  were,  “  That  his  Majefly  hav¬ 
ing  received  Information  of  the  March  of  a  eonfide- 
rable  Number  of  Indians ,  fupported  by  yim?  regular  Eu¬ 
ropean  i  roops,  with  an  Intention ,  as  it  was  apprehended , 
to  commit  fome  Hoftilities  on  Parts  of  his  Majefty’s 
Dominions  in  America ,  his  Lordfhip  had  received  the 
iving  s  Commands  to  fend  him  (the  Governor)  Intel¬ 
ligence  thereof  j  as  alfo  to  direft  him,  to  ufe  his  ut- 
111  Diligence  to  learn  how  far  the  fame  might  be 
well  grounded  ;  and  to  put  him  upon  his  Guard,  that 
he  might  be  at  all  Events,  in  a  Condition  to  re  fid  any 
hoftile  Attempts,  that  might  be  made  upon  any  Parts 
of  his  Majefty  s  Dominions  within  his  Government; 
and  to  direft  him,  in  the  King’s  Name,  That  in  cafe 
the  Subjefts  of  any  foreign  Prince  or  State  fhould 
prelume  to  make  any  Encroachments  on  the  Limits  of 
his  Majefty’s  Dominions,  or  to  eredt  Forts  on  his  Ma- 
jdty’s  Lands,  or  commit  any  other  Aft  of  Hoflility, 
he  was  immediately  to  reprefent  the  Injuftice  of  fuch 
Proceedings,  and  to  require  them  forthwith  to  defift 
from  any  iuch  unlawful  Undertaking :  But  if,  not- 
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:  Withftanding  fuch  Requifition,  they  fhould  ft  ill.  per¬ 
il  ft,  he  was  then  to  draw  forth  the  armed  Force  of  the 
1  Province,  and  to  ufe  his  belt  Endeavours  to  repel  Force 
1  by  Force.  But  as  it  was  his  Majefty’s  Determination, 
not  to  be  the  Aggrejfor,  he  had  the  King’s  Commands 
moft  ftricily  to  enjoin  him,  the  faid  Governor,  not  to 
make  ufe  of  the  armed  Force  under  his  Direction,  ex¬ 
cepting  within  the  undoubted  Limits  of  his  Majef* 
ty’s  Dominions.  And  that,  whereas  it  might  be 
greatly  conducive  to  his  Majefty’s  Service,  that  all 
his  Provinces  in  America  fhould  be  aiding  and  alfifting 
each  other  in  cafe  of  any  Invafion,  he  had  it  particu¬ 
larly  in  charge  from  his  Majefty  to  acquaint  him,  that 
it  was  his  royal  Will  and  Pleafure,  that  he  fhould 
keep  up  an  exaft  Correfpondence  with  all  his  Gover¬ 
nors  on  the  Continent-,  and  that  in  cafe  he  fhould  be 
informed  by  them  of  any  hoftile  Attempts,  he  was 
immediately  to  affemble  the  General  AJJhnbly ,  and  lay 
before  them  the  Neceftity  of  mutual  Affiftance,  and 
engage  them  to  grant  fuch  Supplies,  as  the  Exigency 
of  Affairs  might  require.” 

The  Letter  from  the  Lords  of  Trade,  was  dated 
\September  18,  and  imported,  “  That  his  Majefty 
having  been  pleafed  to  order  a  Sum  of  Money  to  be 
iiffued  lor  Prefents  to  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians ,  and 
to  direeft  his  Governor  of  New-Tork  to  hold  an  In¬ 
terview  with  them,  for  delivering  the  fame,  for  bury¬ 
ing  the  Hatchet,  and  for  renewing  the  Covenant  Chain , 
phey  thought  it  their  Duty  to  fignify  the  fame: 
And  it  having  been  ufual  upon  the  like  Orcafions  for¬ 
merly,  for  all  his  Majefty’s  Colonies,  whofe  Intereft: 
:>r  Security  were  connected  with  or  depended  upon 
hem,  to  join  in  fuch  Interview;  and  that,  as  the 
brefent  Difpofttion  of  thofe  Indians  and  the  Attempts 
made  upon  them  to  withdraw  them  from  the  Britijh 
ntereft,  appear  to  them  to  make  fuch  a  general  Inter- 
dew  more  particularly  neceffary  at  that  Time,  their 
Deft  re  was,  that  he,  the  Governor,  would  lay  this 
Matter  before  the  Council  and  General  Affembly  or 
jibe  Province  under  his  Government,  and  recommend 
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ro  them  forthwith,  to  make  a  proper  Provifion  for  ap¬ 
pointing  Commiftioners,  to  be  joined  with  thofe  of 
the  other  Governments,  for  renewing  the  Covenant 
Chain,  &c.  and  that  the  laid  Commiffioners  might 
be  Men  of  Character,  Ability,  Integrity,  and  well 
acquainted  with  Indian  Affairs.” 

The  Letter  of  the  French  Commandant  was  in  An- 
fwer  to  the  Reprefentations  of  Governor  Dinwiddle, 
concerning  the  French  Incroachments  on  the  Ohio, 
(for  the  European  Regulars  mentioned  in  Lord  Holder - 
nejfe' s  Letters,  were  of  that  Nation,  tho’  fo  much 
Caution  had  been  uled  to  fupprefs  theory  Name)  and 
in  very  polite  Terms  denyed  the  whole  Charge. 

In  the  Governor’s  written  Meffage  accompanying 
thefe  Papers,  fomething  was  laid  of  each  *,  and  of  the 
jaft  rather  more  (whatever  the  Matter  of  Fact  really 
was)  than  it  leems  to  contain.  The  French  Com¬ 
mandant  fays,  “  It  belongs  to  his  General  at  Canada , 
not  to  him,  to  demonftrate  the  Reality  of  the  King 
his  Mailer’s  Right  to  the  Lands  fituated  along  the 
Ohio  :  That  he  fhail  forward  the  Letter  he  has  received 
to  him  :  That  his  Anfwer  would  be  a  Law  to  him : 
That  as  to  the*Requilition  made  to  him,  to  retire,  he 
could  not  think  himfelf  obliged  to  fubmit  to  it :  That 
he  was  there  by  his  General’s  Orders  which  he  was 
determined  to  obey;  That"  he  did  not  know  of  any 
Thing  that  had  palled  during  the  Campaign,  which 
could  be  efleemed  an  Hoflility  :  That  if  the  Governor 
had  been  more  particular  in  his  Complaints,  he  had 
been  more  particular  in  his  Anfwer,  &c.” 

The  Governor’s  Comment  is  in  thefe  Words,  ‘  An 
4  Exprefs  has  this  Week  brought  me  Governor  Din- 
4  widdw  s  Account  of  that  Gentleman’s  [Wajhington* s] 
‘  Return  with  the  Anfwer  of  the  Commander  of  the 
4  Fort,  who  avows  the  Hoftilities  already  committed, 
4  and  declares  his  Orders  from  the  King  of  France 
4  are,  to  build  more  Forts,  take  PofTeffion  of  all  the 
4  Country,  and  oppofe  all  who  fhall  refill,  Englijh  as 
‘•■well  as  Indians ,  and  that  he  will  certainly  execute 
4  thfife  Orders  as  early  as  the  Saalbn  will  permit.* 
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It  is  certain,  at  lead,  this  Language  was  never  e* 
clioed  at  Home:  —  And  not  a  little  extraorc inary  it 
is,  to  find  this  Gentleman  in  his  very  next  Paragraph, 
making  fo  very  free  with  the  French  Name,  which, 
the  Secretary  of  State  had  been  fo  extremely  careful 
to  avoid  the  Mention  of. 

8  Gentlemen  (he  proceeds  to  fay)  French  Forts  and 
8  French  Admits  fo  near  us,  will  be  everlafting  Goads 
‘  in  our  Sides;  our  Inhabitants  from  thence  will  feel 
‘  all  the  Miferies  and  dreadful  Calamities  that  have 
4  been  heretofore  differed  by  our  Neighbour  Colonies  ; 
8  all  thofe  Outrages,  Murders,  Rapines  and  Crue.1- 
8  ties,  to  which  their  People  have  been  expofed,  are 
‘  now  going  to  be  experienced  by  ourfilves,  unlels 
8  a  Force  be  immediately  raifed  fufficient  to  repel 
8  thefe  Invaders.  It  is  to  be  hoped  therefore,  that  as 
8  loyal  Subjects  to  his  Maje'ly,  and  in  Juflice  to  your 
8  Country,  you  will  n  r  tail  to  take  into  your  Conti- 
8  deration  the  prefent  Exigency  of  Adairs  ;  and,  as 
8  it  will  be  attended  with  a  very  confiderable  Ex- 
8  pence,  and  require  a  large  Number  of  Men,  make 
8  Provifion  accordingly,  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  do 
8  what  his  Majefty,  as  well  as  the  neighbouring  Co- 
8  lonies,  will  expect  from  a  Government  fo  populous, 

8  and  likely  to  be  lo  nearly  affebied  with  the  Neigh- 
8  bourhood  of  French  Garrifonsd 

In  lubfequent  Paragraphs,  he  farther  informs  the 
AfTembly,  that  the  Governors  of  Virginia ,  New-Tork , 
and  the  MaJJachufets ,  had  made  a  Tender  of  their  Af- 
fiftance  to  the  Province,  and  expreffed  an  earned:  De¬ 
fire  to  abt  in  Concert  with  it:  Inforces  the  Neceffity 
cf  a  general  Union  of  all  the  Provinces  both  in  Coun¬ 
cil  and  Forces  :  Recommends  the  Appointment  of 
fome  trufty  Perfon  to  refide  in  Behalf  of  the  Province 
among  the  Indians  upon  the  Ohio ;  as  alfo  the  Prepa¬ 
ration  of  a  Bill  for  better  regulating  the  Indian 
Trade:  And  concludes  with  the  following  Stimula¬ 
tive.  Fo  wit. 
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‘  Gentlemen , 

*  There  is  fo  much  to  be  done,  and  fo  little  Time 
8  to  do  it  in,  the  Seafon  being  fo  far  advanced,  and  Go-* 
4  verncr  Dinwiddle  expecting  the  Forces  from  this 
6  Province  to  join  thofe  of  Virginia ,  early  in  March , 
6  on  Pctowmack ,  that  I  moft  earneftly  entreat  you 
4  will  not  delay  the  Supplies,  nor  deal  them  out  with 
4  a  fparing  Hand,  but  ufe  all  the  Expedition  in  your. 
4  Power  for  you  will  undoubtedly  agree  with  me, 
4  that  fo  alarming  an  Occafion  has  not  occurred  fince 
8  the  firft  Settlement  of  the  Piovince,  nor  any  one 
4  Thing  happened  that  fo  much  deferves  your  ferious 
8  Attention,’ 

A  Treaty  with  the  Ohio  Indians ,  it  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  had  been  juft  concluded  at  the  Expence  of 
the  Province,  by  three  Commiffioners  ;  two  of  them 
feletted  out  of  the  Aftembly  by  the  Governor  :  And 
the  Neceffity  of  regulating  the  Indian  Trade  had,  in 
the  Courfe  of  the  Conferences,  been  made  undenia¬ 
bly  apparent,  by  the  Reprefentations  and  Complaints 
of  the  Indian  Chiefs. 

And  the  Reader  will  of  himfelf  be  furniffied  with 
proper  Reflections  on  the  Earl  of  Holder ne (fe’ s  Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Governors  of  the  feveral  Provinces,  im- 
pofing  the  double  Care  upon  them,  of  defending 
themfelves  againft  the  Encroachments  of  the  Enemy, 
and  alfo  againft  all  Objections  at  Home,  in  Cafe  of 
doing  it  improperly.' — To  fay  Nothing  of  the  pecu¬ 
liar  Difficulty  laid  both  on  the  Province  and  Governor 
of  Penfilvania ,  where  there  never  had  been  any  armed 
Force  on  a  provincial  Eftablifhment  at  all. 

The  Aftembly  took  the  whole  into  immediate  Con- 
fideration,  and  agreed  upon  the  following  Anfwer, 
which  was  fent  up  to  the  Governor  the  fame  Day. 
Po  wit . 
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£  The  diftreffed  Circumftances  of  the  Indians ,  our 
«  Allies,  on  the  River  Ohio ,  demand  our  clofeft  At- 
‘  rention,  and  we  fhall  not  fail  to  proceed  in  the  Mat- 
«  ters  contained  in  the  Governor’s  Meffage  with  all 
4  the  Difpatch  an  Affair  of  lb  much  Importance  will 
‘  admit  of,  in  which  we  doubt  not  to  comply  with 
4  every  Thing  that  can  be  reafonabiy  expedited  on  our 
4  Tart. 

4  In  the  mean  Time,  having  fome  Days  fince  pre- 
4  pared  a  Bill,  which  we  conceive  abfolutely  neceffary, 
4  not  only  to  the  Trade  and  Welfare  of  this  Province, 
4  but  to  the  Support  of  Government,  upon  the  Suc- 
4  cefs  of  which  our  Deliberations,  at  this  Time,  muff 
4  in  a  great  Meafure  depend  *,  we  now  lay  it  before 
4  him  as  a  Bill  of  the  utmoft  Importance,  and  to  which 
4  we  unanimoufly  requeff  he  would  be  pleafed  to  give 
4  his  Affentd  t 

Four  Days  the  Governor  and  his  Council  employed 
in  confidering  what  Return  fhould  be  made  to  it*,  or, 
rather  in  fearching  out  fuch  an  Expedient  as  fhould 
force  the  Province  into  the  Meafures  of  the  Proprie¬ 
taries, ,  or  elfe,  by  their  Refufal  embrojl  them  with  the 
Government. — In  his  very  fir  ft  Paragraph,  he  gave. an 
abfolute  Negative  to  their  Bill :  Pie  told  them,  that 
the  Product  of  their  prefent  Funds  was  greatly  more 
than  fufficient  for  the  Support  of  Government  :  T  hat 
he  hoped  to  find  them  better  Subjects  to  his  Majefty, 
and  greater  Lovers  to  their  Country,  than  to  make 
the  Iffue  of  their  Bill,  in  which  he  and  they  had  an 
equal  Right  to  judge  for  themleives,  the  Rule  of  their 
Condud.  4  If,  however,’  (continued  he)  4  you 
4  fhould  be  of  Opinion,  that  there  will  be  a  Necef- 
4  fity  to  ftrike  a  farther  Sum  in  Bills  of  Credit,  to 
4  defray  the  Charges  of  railing  Supplies  for  his  Ma- 
c  jelly’s  Service  in  this  Time  of  imminent  Danger, 
4  and  will  create  a  proper  Fund  or  Funds  for  finking 
4  the  fame  in  a  few  Years,  I  will  concur  with  you  in 
4  palling  a  Law  for  that  Purpofe,  thinking  myfelf  fuf- 

K  4  4  ficieotly 


1 36  An  Hiftorical  REVIEW^  Szc. 

4  ficiently  warranted  fo  to  do,  in  Cafes  of  real  Emer- 
*  gency. 

4  And  now,  Gentlemen,  I  hope  you  will,  upon  due 
c  Confideration,  be  of  Opinion  with  me,  that  the 
4  chief  End  of  your  Bill  will  be  hereby,  in  a  great 
4  Meafure,  anfwered,  as  the  Sum  to  be  ftruck  and 
4  circulated  upon  this  Occafion,  will  be  fuch  an  Ad- 
4  dition  to  your  prefen t  Currency,  as  probably  may 
4  be  thought  fufficiently  for  fome  Timed 

The  Affembly  alfo,  in  their  Turn,  took  a  fufficient 
Time  for  Deliberation  :  And,  having  touched  on  the 
unufual  Manner,  in  which  the  Governor  had  been 
pleafed  to  rejedl  their  Bill,  and  affumed  fome  Merit 
to  themfeives,  in  not  fuffering  any  feparate  Interefls 
of  their  own  to  interfere  with  the  common  Good  : 
Obferv’d,  there  was  fome  Difference  between  the 
Royal  Orders  and  the  Governor’s  Manner  of  reprefent- 
ing  them ;  chofe  therefore  to  adhere  to  the  former  : 
Availed  themfeives  moil  prudently  and  fenfibly  of  the 
Cautions  fo  circumftantially  recommended  and  in- 
forced  in  them,  more  efpecially  concerning  the  un¬ 
doubted  Limits ,  and  the  Rejlriftions  thereupon,  that 
his  Majelly  may  not  be  rendered  the  Aggreffor  :  Said 
it  would  be  highly  prefumptuous  in  them  to  judge  of 
thofe  undoubted  Limits  :  That  inflead  of  being  called 
upon  to  refill  any  hoftile  Attempt  made  upon  anyPart  of 
Penfylvamayt  hey  were  called  upon  to  grant  fuch  a  Sup¬ 
ply  as  might  enable  the  Governor  to  raife  Forces  to  be 
ready  to  join  thofe  of  Virginia:  That,  therefore,  they 
hoped  the  Governor,  under  thefe  Circumftances,  would 
concur  with  them,  that  the  moll  prudent  Part  for  them 
would  be  to  wait  the  Refult  of  the  Government  of 
Virginia ,  where  no  Provijion  had  as  yet  been  made  that 
they  knew  of,  nor  in  any  of  the  neighbouring  Colo¬ 
nies,  the’  the  feveral  Governors,  in  Purfuance  of  the 
King’s  Command,  had  made  the  neceffary  Requifiti- 
ons  of  their  feveral  Affemblies,  and  they  were  equally 
bound  by  all  the  l  ies  of  general  Interefl.  They  alfo 
fuperadded  the  Regard  due  to  the  Scruples  of  thofe 
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confcientioufly  principled  againft  War,  yet  deeply 
fenfibie  of  the  Bleffings  they  enjoyed,  and  willing  to 
demonilrate  their  Duty  and  Loyalty,  by  giving  iucli 
occafional  Suras  of  Money  for  the  King’s  Ufe,  as 
might  be  reafonably  expeCted  from  l’o  young  a  Colony : 
Took  Notice  they  had  contracted  a  Debt  of  Fourteen 
hundred  Pounds  for  Prefents  to  the  Indians ,  and  other 
Charges  arifing  from  the  late  Treaty,  which  they 
Ihould  chearfully  discharge,  though  their  Proprietaries 
had  refuted  to  contribute  any  Part  of  their  Indian 
Expencea :  Agreed  to  fend  Commilfioners  to  Albany , 
as  required,  though  the  Place  was  fo  remote,  and  to 
delray  the  Expence,  &c.  i3'c. 

The  Difficulty  thus  retorted  on  the  Governor,  and 
his  Rdentment  it  gnu  ft  be  fuppofed  quickened  there¬ 
by,  he  takes  up  the  Minutes  of  the  laft  Day’s  Sef- 
lions  of  the  laft  AfTembly,  and  under  the  Pretence  of 
juftifying  his  own  Character,  revives  the  old  Con- 
troverfy  concerning  the  Paper- Money  Infl ruCtions,  by 
a  long  and  angry  Paper  lent  to  ti.e  Houfe  March  1. 
And,  forgetting  what  he  had  formerly  faid  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Paragraph,  4  1  do  not  blame  you.  Gentlemen, 

4  for  contending  tor  what  you  are  perfuaded  are  your 
4  Rightb  and  Privileges,  and  ccnfequently,  can  have 
4  no  Objection  to  your  examining  the  Validity  of  the 
4  King’s  initruction  flames  out  as  follows,  4  Had 
4  I  been  an  Lnemy  to  the  Liberties  and  Privileges  of 
4  the  People,  or  been  ddirous  of  gratifying  my  own 
4  Pallions  at  their  Expence,  it  mult  beconteflld  you 
4  have  furniffied  me  with  the  faireft  Occafion  a  Go- 
4  vernor  fo  dilpofed  could  poffibly  haye  wiffied  for. 
4  For  Example  j  you  have  voted  a  Claufe,  propofed 
4  to  be  added  to  your  Bill  by  his  Majefty’s  exprefs 
4  Direction,  at  the  Requeft  of  his  two  Houfes  of 
4  Parliament,  to  be  deftruCtive  to  the  Liberties  of  the 
4  People  of  this  Province,  and  have  even  threa- 
4  tened  to  examine  the  Validity  of  the  King’s  Inftruc- 
4  tion,  if,  by  a  Perfeverance  in  my  Opinion,  I  laid 
4  you  under  the  Neceffity  of  doing  it.  What  is  this 
3  4  lefs 
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‘  lefs  than  declaring,  that  the  Lords  and  Commons, 
c  and  his  Majefty’s  Privy-Council,  coofifting,  among 
‘  others,  of  the  raoft  eminent  Lawyers  in  Great- 
‘  Britain,  have  requeued,  and  his  Majefty  enjoined, 
c  an  Adi  di redly  contrary  to  Law  ?’ 

>  And  he  concludes  with  making  a  Merit  to  the  Pro¬ 
vince  of  the  Moderation  lie  had  fhewn,  in  fuppreffing 
his  Senfe  of  the  Provocations  then  offered  to  him,  in 
Hopes  of  a  more  diipaffionate  Behaviour  for  the 
Future. 

The  very  next  Day  this  Paper  was  followed  by 
another  more  immed  ately  in  Point:  The  Gover- 
noi ,  theiein,  undertaking  firff  to  defend  his  Negative 
and  the  Ufe  he  had  made  of  it;  and,  fecondly,  fo 
to  turn  the  Tables  on  the  Affembly,  that  all  the 
Wrong  fhould  be  on  their  Side,  and  all  the  Right  on 
his  own. 

^  1  he  Ufe  made  of  the  different  Language  ufed  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  him,  he  calls  an  Evqfion  ; 
and  what  they  ought  not,  in  Point  of  Duty,  to  have 
taken  any  Advantage  of.  Me  then  declares  he  has 
undoubted  Jjfttrance, ,  That  Part  of  his  Majefty’s  Do¬ 
minions,  within  his  Government  was,  at  that  Time, 
invaded  by  the  Subjeds  of  a  foreign  Prince ,  who  had 
erected  forts  within  the  lame;  and  requires  them  to 
take  Notice,  I  hat  he  did  then  call  upon  them,  pur¬ 
suant  to  his  Majeffy’s  Orders,  in  the  prefent  Emer¬ 
gency,  to  grant  fuch  Supplies  as  might  enable  him  to 

draw  forth  the  armed  Force  of  the  Province,  &c. _ _ 

1  ae  men  undertook  to  prove,  ffhat  the  Place  where 
the  French  .had  then  their  Head-Quarters  was  within 
the  Limits  of  the  Province ;  and  tells  them,  that  if  he 
did  not  communicate  Materials  before  to  affiff  their 
Enquii  ies  into  this  Fact,  fo  neither  had  they  applied 
to  him  ior  them:  T hat  if  they  had  enquired  for  them- 
lelves  and  fuppreffed  the  Truth,  it  was  extremely  dis¬ 
ingenuous  ;  if  not,  their  Negledt  could  be  imputed 
to  no  other  Caufe  than  a  Defire  to  have  a  plau- 
Rble  Excufe  for  not  paying  a  proper  Regard  to  his 
Majefty  s  Commands :  That  even  oh  Account  of  the 

Scruples 
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Scruples  urged,  he  had  looked  on  Governor  Dinwid- 
die* s  Requifition  as  a  very  lucky  Circumftance  ;  lee- 
in^,  That  a  Requifition  from  himfelf  would  have  let 
the'  Province  in  the  Front  of  the  Oppofition  •,  and  a 
Refufal  from  them,  would  have  expofed  it  to  the 
Contempt  and  Derifioh,  as  well  of  the  French  as  our 
Indian  A  Hies  :  That  as  the  French  avow  thefe  Hoftili- 
ties,  fo  the  Indians ,  menaced  by  them,  mod  earneftly 
befought  us,  to  build  Places  of  Refuge,  to  which 
their  Wives  and  Children  might  repair  for  Safety, 
and  alfo  to  affift  them  againft  their  Enemies  :  That, 
in  dead  of  being  governed  by  the  Example  of  the 
neighbouring  Colonies,  nothing  remained  but  to  give 
the'necedary  Supplies  and  thereby  fet  the  Example  to 
them,  this  Province  having  been  firjt  invaded  and  con- 
fequently  in  the  mod  immediate  Danger:  I  hat  with¬ 
out  this,  they  could  neither  keep  their  Treaties  with 
the  Indians ,  nor  demondrate  their  Duty  and  Loyalty  to 
his  Majeliy  :  That,  having  now  done  his  Duty,  what¬ 
ever  ill  Confequences  might  happen,  were  to  be  laid 
at  their  Door  :  That,  with  Regard  to  the  Refufal  of 
the  Proprietaries ,  to  contribute  any  Part  of  their  In¬ 
dian  Expences,  it  was  true,  they  had  retuled  to  do  it 
in  the  Manner  expeded,  and  they  had  given  their 
Reafons:  But  that  the  Propofal  made  by  him,  the 
Governor,  by  their  Order,  in  the  Year  1750  and 
1751,  in  Regard  to  the  building  a  drong  Trading 
Houfe  near  the  Place  then  invaded  and  poflefied  by 
the  French,  could  not  be  forgot;  which  generous  Offer* 
had  the  Afiembly  thought  fit  to  clofe  with,  it  might, 
at  afmall  Expence,  have  prevented  all  the  Mifchiefs 
impending,  and  fecured  a  Country  to  the  Englifh , 
which  probably  might  not  be  recovered  without  a  heavy 
Charge  and  the  Lofs  of  many  Lives. 

Whether  the  Hodilities  committed  by  the  French 
were  or  were  not  committed  within  the  Bounds  of 
Benfylvania ,  became  the  great  Quedion. — The  Af- 

*  See  the  Aflembly’s  Anfwer  to  this  Charge  hereafter,  in  the 
Time  of  Governor  Morris. 

fembly 
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fembly  called  for  Evidence  ;  the  Governor  imparted 
all  he  could  colled; ;  and,  after  a  ftrid  Examination 
ot  the  Premiles,  the  Affembly  chole  only  to  glance 
at  the  Jnflammatories  thrown  in  their  Wav,  and  to 
profels  their  Readinefs  to  concur  with  the  Governor 
in  whatever  might  preferve  the  Harmony  between 
the  leveral  Branches  of  the  Legiflature,  fo"  neceffary 
at  all  limes  and  especially  at  a  Crifis  fo  important, 
fo  far  as  the  Prefervation  of  their  Rights  and  the 
Duty  they  owed  their  Conftituents  would  permit. 
Not  departing,  however,  from  their  former  Senti¬ 
ments,  nor  admitting  any  one  of  the  Articles  laid 
againft  them  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  maintaining, 
"1  hat  the  Secretary  of  State’s  Letter  could  be  the 
v  onlY  ^ule  of  their  Condud  ;  and  tacitly  upbraiding 
the  Governor  for  having  fuddenly  altered  the  whole 
Connedion  between  Penfylvania  and  Virginia ,  in  Con- 
fequence  or  fuch  fuppofed  JVlifcondud  of  theirs:  And 
concluding  their  Replication  in  thefe  Words:  ‘As 
‘  Governor  Dinwiddle  had  laid  before  his  Affembly 
the  marl  of  Holderncjfe  s  Letter,  fent,  as  we  prefume, 

^  tame  Terms  to  all  the  Colonies  on  the  Con¬ 

tinent,  we  judged  it  moft  pruddnt  to  wait  till  the 
Affembly  of  tnat  Government  had  enabled  him  to 
ad  in  Obedience  to  the  Royal  Commands,  efpeci- 
c  ally  as  they  had  that  Letter  under  their  Confidera- 
‘  tion  from  the  fir  ft  of  November  Jaft,  as  appears  by 
‘  the  Journal  of  their  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  now  be¬ 
fore  us  ;  but  we  are  now  called  upon  as  Principals , 
and  the  Governor  is  pleafed  to  inform  us.  That  he 
has  undoubted  Afturance,  that  Part  of  his  Majefty,s 
4  Domini  ns  within  this  Government  is  at  this  Time 
invaded  by  tne  Subjeds  of  a  foreign  Prince,  who 
have  ereded  Ports  within  the  fame;  and  calls  upon 
us’  purfuant  to  his  Majefty’s  Orders  in  the  prefent 
Emergency,  to  grant  fuch  Supplies  as  may  enable 
him  to  lefift  thole  hoftile  Attempts,  and  repel  Force 
by  Force  :  But,  as  it  appears  to  us  that  the  Gover- 
noi  is  enjoined  by  the  Royal  Orders,  not  to  ad  as 
~  ^  Principal  beyond  the  undoubted  Limits  of  his  Go- 

*  vernment  * 


James  Hamilton-,  Efq.  Dep.  Governor.  141 

‘  vern merit ;  and  as,  by  the  Papers  and  Evidences 
‘  fent  down  and  referred  to  by  the  Governor,  thofe 
‘  Limits  have  not  been  clearly  afcertained  to  our  Satif- 
‘  faction  ;  we  fear  the  altering  our  Connections  with 
‘  his  MajeOy’s  Colony  of  Virginia ,  and  the  precipitate 
c  Call  upon  us,  as  the  Province  invaded,  cannot  an- 
*  i’wer  any  good  Purpofe  at  this  Time,  and  there - 
‘  fore  we  are  now  inclined  to  make  a  fhort  Aujourn- 
6  inent.’ 

The  Adjournment  they  propofed  was  to  the  fixth 
of  May:  And,  before  they  broke  up,  the  Governor 
again  addreffed  them  with  another  Meffagc,  in  which 
he  alfo  affected  to  w ave  leveral  Things  perfonal  to 
himfelf,  which,  at  another  Time,  he  might  have 
thought  it  incumbent  on  him  to  take  Notice  of ;  and 
proceeded  to  tell  them,  That,  had  they  examined  with 
their  ufual  Accuracy  the  Gentlemen,  who  by  his  Ap¬ 
pointment  attended  their  Houfe,  and  compared  their 
Teftimony  with  the  written  Papers  at  feveral  Times 
communicated  to  them,  he  thought,  it  would  have 
appeared  fo  dear  to  them,  that  the  French  had  lately 
e reded  one  or  more  Forts/kr  within  the  Limits  of  the 
Province,  that  nothing  lefs  than  an  actual  Menfura- 
tion  could  have  made  it  more  evident :  That,  even 
taking  it  for  granted,  however,  the  fore-mentioned 
Incroachments  were  not  within  the  faid  Limits,  yet 
he,  having  been  informed  by  the  Governor  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  that  hoftile  Attempts  had  been  made  on  Part  of 
his  Majefty’s  Dominions,  and  called  upon  by  him  for 
the  Afiiftance  of  this  Province,  it  was  equally  their 
Duty,  to  grant  fuch  Supplies  as  the  prefent  Exigency 
of  Affairs  required  :  And,  that  he  could  not  but  be 
apprehenfive,  that  fo  long  an  Adjournment  would 
fruftrate  his  Majefty’s  juft  Expectations  from  them. 

This  Mcffage  was  dated  March  9  :  And  April  2-, 
we  find  hem  fitting  by  his  fpecial  Summons  again  : 
The  Occafion  of  which  was  the  next  Day  explained 
in  the  ufual  Way  by  Meffage,  as  follows:  ‘  I  am 
‘  now  to  acquaint  you.  Gentlemen,  that,  fince  your 
‘  Adjournment,  I  have  received  from  Governor  Din- 

*  WiddUy 
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9  ^ 

6  widdie ,  the  feveral  Papers  herewith  laid  before  you; 
4  by  which  it  will  appear,  that  he  is  taking  ali  ima- 
4  ginable  Pains  for  the  Security  of  his  Majefty’s  Do- 
4  minions,  fo  far  as  the  Provifion  made  by  his  J\{- 
4  fembly  will  permit  him  to  a£t  •,  and  that  he  is  very 

*  impatient  to  know  the  Iffue  of  your  Deliberations  on 
4  this  Subject. — I  cannot,  therefore,  doubt  bur, 
11  agreeable  to  the  Profeftions  in  your  Meftage  of  the 
4  twenty-feventh  of  February ,  44  of  being  ready  and 
44  willing  to  demonstrate  your  Duty  and  Loyalty,  by 
44  giving  fuch  Sums  of  Money  to  the  King’s  Ufe,  up- 
44  on  all  fuitable  Occalions,  as  may  confftt  with  your 
44  Circumftances,  or  can  reafonably  be  expedted  from 
44  this  Province  I  fay  I  cannot  doubt  but  you  will, 

*  with  the  greateft  Alacrity,  lay  hold  on  the  prefent 
4  Opportunity  of  evincing- the  Sincerity  of  thofe  Pro- 
c  feffions,  by  granting  fuch  an  Aid  to  his  Majefty, 
4  as  may  comport  with  the  Circumftances  of  the 
c  Province,  and  be  fuitable  to  the  Exigence  of  the 
4  Service.  And,  in  the  doing  of  this,  I  hope  you 
4  will  be  guided  rather  by  the  Importance  of  the  Con- 
4  cern,  than  by  the  Example  of  other  Colonies  :  It 
4  being  found  by  Experience  to  be  a  very  ill-judged 
4  Piece  of  (Economy  to  cramp  an  Enterprize  of  this 
4  Nature  in  the  Article  of  Supplies  ;  and,  thatwhat- 
4  ever  is  given  on  fuch  Occafions,  fhort  of  being  fuf- 
4  ncient  to  accomplish  the  Ends  propofed,  becomes, 

*  for  the  moft  Part,  a  Wafte  of  fo  much  Treafure, 

4  without  anfwering  any  of  the  Purpofes  for  which  it 
4  was  intended. 

4  I  have  at  Prefent  only  to  add  my  Requeft,  that 
4  whatever  you  intend  to  do  on  this  Occafion,  may 
4  receive  all  the  Difpatch  the  Nature  of  the  Thing 
4  will  admit  of;  the  Seafon  of  the  Year  for  Adtion 
4  advancing  fo  faft,  1  hat,  unlefs  our  Meafures  be 
4  fpeedily  taken,  they  will,  I  fear,  be  rendered  alto- 
4  gether  unferviceable.’ 

Upon  the  Fifth ,  after  many  Debates,  it  was  re- 
folved,  by  a  Small  Majority,  That  a  Sum  of  Money 
Should  be  given  for  the  King’s  Ufe;  and  what  the  Sum 

Should 
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jffould  be,  occasioned  many  Debates  mor  eiFiventyThou- 
!  Jand  Pounds  being  propoled  on  the  Ninth,  it  patted  in 
theNegative  by  aMajorityof  twenty-fivetoeight:  Re- 
I  duced  to  Fifteen  Phoufand  Pounds  it  palled  in  the  Ne¬ 
gative  twenty-three  to  ten  :  Reduced  to  Pen  Phoufand 
i  Pounds ,  it  patted  in  the  Negative  twenty- two  to 
eleven  ;  and  again  reduced  to  Five  thoufand  Pounds  the 
next  Day,  it  again  patted  in  the  Negative  twenty- two 
to  ten.  Thofe  who  had  hitherto  led  the  Houfe, 
voting  affirmatively  ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  thofe 
who  had  hitherto  voted  affirmatively,  going  over  to 
the  Remainder  of  the  Negatives :  And  this  apparent 
Perplexity  was,  in  their  Reply  to  the  Governor’s 
Mettage,  thus  accounted  for  :  4  And  we  now  beg 
‘  Leave  to  inform  the  Governor,  that  we  have  had 
4  that  Mettage  under  our  ferious  Conffderation  ever 
4  fince  it  came  down  to  the  Houfe;  but  after  all  our 
4  Debates  thereupon,  we  find,  that  near  one  Half  of 
‘  the  Members  are,  for  various  Reafons,  againft 
‘  granting  any  Money  to  the  King’s  Ufe  at  this 
‘  Time;  and  thofe  who  are  for  granting,  differ  fo 
4  widely  in  their  Sentiments  concerning  the  Sum,  that 
4  there  feems  at  prefent  no  Poflibility  of  their  agree - 
4  ing,  except  in  iuch  a  Sum,  as,  in  the  Judgment  of 
,c  many  of  them,  is  quite  difproportionate  to  the 
4  Occafion  :  Therefore,  and  that  the  Members  may 
4  have  an  Opportunity  of  confulting  their  Conftitu- 
‘  ent<  on  this  important  Affair,  we  are  now  inclined 
4  to  adjourn  to  the  Thirteenth  of  the  next  Month.’ 

According  to  their  Adjournment,  the  Houfe  met 
again,  May  6,  and  were  informed  by  the  Governor 
jot  the  Arrival  of  a  Body  of  French  Forces,  confiding 
'of  upwards  of  1000  Men,  before  the  Fort  building 
;by  the  Virginians  on  the  Ohio,  and  the  Surrender 
thereof.  He  a!fo  laid  before  them  the  Difpatches  he 
had  feveraily  received  from  Governor  Dinwiddie  of 
Virginia ,  concerning  the  State  of  that  Province,  and 
the  Succours  he  wanted  and  expected  ;  and  from  Go¬ 
vernor  F)elancy  of  TStew-Tork ,  concerning  the  Intereff 
bi  his  Majetty’s  Colonies  in  General,  as  well  as  of 

PenfyF 
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Penfylvania  in  particular  ;  and  laid,  ‘  he  hoped  they 
1  would  have  their  due  Weight  with  them  in  their 
‘  Deliberations  and  Advice — The  Propofals  made 
by  the  Governors  of  Bojion  and  New- Tor k  for  an 
Union  cf  the  feveral  Colonies  in  Indian  Affairs,  he 
then  recommended  to  them  earneftly,  as  agreeable  to 
his  own  Sentiments,  and  likely  to  be  productive  of 
more  real  Benefit,  at  much  lefs  Expence  than  the 
Method  hitherto  in  Ule  of  making  frequent  and 
diftinCt  Prefents  to  the  Indians ,  &c.  And  hedefired 
to  be  enabled  to  inftruCl  the  Commiflioners  to  be  fent 
from  their  Province,  to  concur  with  thofe  of  the 
other  Colonies,  in  Cafe  a  reafonable  Plan  fhould  be 
offered. 

A  joint  Bill,  for  granting  an  Aid  to  the  King  and 
replacing  torn  and  ragged  Bills  of  Credit,  was  the 
Refult  of  their  firft  Day’s  Debate  ,  and,  after  feveral 
Divifions,  the  feveral  Sums  were  fettled  at  Ten  Thou - 
fand  Pounds  for  the  King  and  Twenty  Thoufand  for  the 
other  Purpofe. 

The  Commons  of  Great -Britain  will  not  fuffer  a 
Money-Bill  to  be  amended:  The  Lords  may  rejeCt: 
His  Majcfty  may  refufe  his  Affent :  But  what  they 
give,  they  give  upon  their  own  Terms. 

In  Penfylvania  a  Money-Bill  exacted  from  the  Pro¬ 
vince,  by  all  the  Confederations  which  could  affect 
generous  Minds,  or  intimidate  weak  ones,  the  Dread 
of  an  Enemy  at  the  Gates,  and  of  incurring  both 
the  Royal  Difpleafure  and  the  public  Odium,  for 
not  making  a  feafonable  Provifion  againft  his  Ap¬ 
proaches,  could  net  be  accepted  without  Amend¬ 
ments. 

Even  this  Bill,  at  fuch  a  Cribs  offered,  and  for 
fuch  a  Service,  was  returned  by  the  Governor,  with 
Amendments ,  prefaced  with  a  written  Meffage,  of 
■yvhich  the  two  following  were  the  moft  material  Para¬ 
graphs  :  viz. 

4  Confidering  the  Royal  InftruCtion  laid  before 
‘  the  Aflembly  laft  Tear,  it  mull  be  apparent  that  t 
5  have,  merely  from  a  Defire  to  oblige  you,  con' 

‘  fented 
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e  fenced  to  raife  the  Money  intended  for  his  Majefty’s 
«  Ufe  in  the  Manner  by  you  propofed.  And  have 
c  prolonged  the  Currency  of  the  Bills  ot  Credit,  to  b^, 
«  iffued  in  Virtue  of  the  Bill  now  under  Confidera- 
«  tion,  as  far  as  I  can  think  confident  with  my  own 
*  Safety. 

4  And,  as  the  Fund  to  be  eftablifhed  upon  the 
6  Foot  of  my  propofed  Amendment  will  be  more 
‘  than  fufficient  to  repay  the  Sum  granted  by  the  Bill, 
4  I  can  fee  no  Reafon  for  extending  the  A6t  of  Excife 
4  longer  than  four  Years  beyond  the  Date  of  its  pie- 
4  fent  Limitation-,  or  for  burthening  the  People 
4  unneceffarily  with  a  Tax  that  poffibly  may  not  be 
4  wanted.’ 

1  And  thefe  propofed  Amendments  reftored  Unani¬ 
mity  to  the  Houfe.  For,  whereas  they  had  been  di¬ 
vided  many  Ways  in  the  Courfe  of  the  Bill,  they  now 
afted  with  one  Will  and  one  Voice,  in  rejecting  That 
concerning  the  Excife,  which  manifeftly  took  its  Rife 
from  Proprietary  Confiderations  only ;  and,  for  the 
Sake  of  which,  either  the  Service  of  the  Publick  was 
to  be  negledted,  or  the  Province  to  give  up  its  Un- 
derftanding. — The  Latter  exceeded  the  Power  of  Per- 
fuafion;  and  the  Former  they  left  thofe  to  anfwerfor, 
to  whom  it  belonged. 

Their  Reply  to  the  Governor  on  this  Occafion  was 
as  follows  :  4  The  Houfe  are  not  inclined  to  enter 
4  into  any  Difpute  with  the  Governor  on  the  Subjedt 
4  of  his  propofed  Amendments  to  the  Money-Bill ; 
4  as  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People  have  an  un- 
4  doubted  Right  to  judge,  and  determine,  not  only 
4  of  the  Sum  to  be  raifed  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Crown, 
4  but  of  the  Manner  of  raifing  it. 

4  The  Governor,  in  his  Meffage  of  the  Nineteenth 
4  of  February ,  was  pleafed  to  tell  us,  44  I  hat,  if  the 
44  Houfe  fhould  be  of  Opinion  that  there  will  be 
44  a  Neceffity  to  ft r ike  a  farther  Sum  in  Bills  of  Cre- 
44  dit,  to  defray  the  Charges  of  raifing  Supplies  for 
44  his  Majefty’s  Service  in  this  Time  of  imminent 

L  44  Danger, 
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44  Danger,  and  would  create  a  proper  Fund  or  Funds,' 
“  for  finking  the  fame  in  a  few  Years,  he  would  con* 
“  cur  with  us  in  palling  a  Law  for  that  Purpofe, 
44  thinking  himfelf  fufficiently  warranted  fo  to  do  in 
“  Cafes  of  real  Emergency.” 

c  On  this  Affurance  the  Houfe  have  prepared  a  Bill, 
4  and  prefented  it  to  the  Governor,  to  ftrike  the  Sum  of 
4  Ten  Fhoufand  Pounds ,  to  give  the  fame  to  the  King’s 
4  Ufe,  and  to  fink  it  by  an  Extenfion  of  the  Excife 
4  A  61  for  a  farther  Term  of  Ten  Years.  TheGover- 
‘  nor  will  be  pleafed  toconfider,  that  his  Predeceffor, 

*  to  whom  the  mentioned  Jnflru6lion  was  given,  did 
c  afterwards  pafs  an  Adi  of  the  fame  Kind,  extending 
6  the  Excife  A 61  ten  Years  (now  near  expired)  for  a 
‘  Grant  of  Five  Fhoufand  Pounds  only  ;  and  we  never 
4  heard  that  he  incurred  the  Royal  Difpleafure  for  fo 
4  doing.  As  the  Sum  we  grant  is  double ,  we  had  no 

*  Expectation  that  our  propofing  the  fame  Term 
‘  would  have  been  deemed  extravagant.  The  Gover- 
‘  nor  thinks  four  Years  fufficient ;  but,  as  the  Re- 
4  prefentatives  are  beft  acquainted  with  the  Circum- 

*  fiances  of  the  People,  and  muft  themfelves,  as  a 
4  Part  of  the  People,  bear  a  Share  of  all  Burthens  laid 
‘  upon  them,  it  feems  not  reafonable  to  fuppofe  they 
4  will  lay  fuch  Burthens  unneceffarily.  I  hey  now 
4  offer  Fen  Fhoufand  Pounds  to  the  Crown,  and  pro- 
4  pole  a  Manner  of  raifing  it,  that  they  judge  mod 

*  eafy  and  convenient  for  the  People  they  reprefent  j 
4  And,  if  the  Governor  thinks  fit  to  refufe  it,  meerly 
4  from  an  Opinion  that  a  fhorter  Term  for  finking  the 
4  Bills  would  be  more  eafy  for  the  People,  we  cannot 
4  but  fuppofe,  that,  fince  the  Meffages  in  which  he 
4  lo  warmly  recommended  this  Affair  to  us,  he 
4  has,  on  farther  Advices,  or  better  Confideration, 
4  changed  his  Sentiments  of  the  Importance  of  the 
4  prefent  Occafion  for  Supplies,  and  doth  not  now 
4  think  the  Danger  fo  imminent,  or  the  Emergency 
4  fo  great  or  fo  real,  as  he  then  apprehended  it  to 
‘.bed 

They 
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They  alfo‘  inti  mated  at  the  fame  Time,  That,  it 
being  an  inconvenient  Seafon  for  the  Members  to  be 
sabi'ent  from  their  refpective  Homes,  they  defired  the 
Governor  to  let  them  know  his  Refult  as  foon  as  pol- 
jhble. 

And  upon  the  next  Day  but  one  this  Refult  earner 
jind  proved  to  be  of  a  Nature  altogether  extraordi¬ 
nary.— Having  charged  the  Afiembly  with  laying 
lown  a  Pofition  in  their  laft  Meffage  derogatory  to  the 
Rights  of  Government  ;  in  maintaining,  That  the 
Reprefentatives  of  the  People  have  an  undoubted 
Right  to  judge  and  determine,  not  only  of  the  Sum 
o  be  raifed  for  the  Ule  of  the  Crown  but  of  the  Man¬ 
ner  of  raifing  of  it,  he  firft  acknowledges  that  Right, 
and  then  whittles  it  away,  by  arguing,  it  was  not  an 
i> xclufive  Right ;  one  Half  oi  the  Legiflative  Powers 
peing  vetted  in  the  Governor.  Alter  which  he  goes 
bn  to  lay.  That  he  had  neither  objected  to  the  Sum, 
.hough  he  wilhed  it  had  been  larger  and  more  feafon- 
jibly  granted,  nor  to  the  Manner  of  raifing  it,  though 
be  could  have  alfo  wifhed  it  had  not  been  by  com¬ 
pelling  him  to  depart  from  the  Letter  of  his  Majefty’s 
[nftrudtion,  but  only  to  the  Extenfion  of  the  Fund, 
vhereby  the  Money  is  propofed  to  be.  repaid,  to  an 
inneceflary  Length,  by  which  a  Tax  was  to  be  laid 
ind  continued  upon  the  People  without  the  leaft  ap¬ 
parent  Necettity  :  And  that  he  was  for-ry  to  find,  they 
Vere  not  fatisfied  with  a  Fund  by  which  the  10,000 L 
granted  to  his  Majefty  would  be  repaid  in  the  eafieft 
Manner  in  fix  Years,  and  leave  a  Surplus  of  feveral 
rhoufand,  Pounds  in  their  Hands  to  bedifpofedof  as 
[hey  thought  fit  ^  and  that,  for  the  laid  10,000/.  fo 
granted,  they  were  defirous  of  obtaining  more  than 
hree  Times  the  Sum  for  themfelves :  That  the  Ex¬ 
ample  of  any  former  Governor  was  not  to  be  a  Rule 
| for  him:  But  that,  however,  if  they  would  inlargethe 
bum  given  for  his  Majefty ’s  Ule,  he  would  extend 
he  Time  for  repaying  it  in  the  fame  Proportion 
ilready  allowed  in  his  Amendment,  which  he  fhould 
bot  otherwife  recede  from:  That  it  was  pofiible  more 

L  2  might 
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might  he  concealed  under  this  folicitude  for  fo  long  an 
Extenfion  of  the  Excife  than  they  were  willing  fhould 
be  difcovered  : — And  here  a  Paragraph  occurs,  which 
does  indeed  make  a  Difcovery,  and  which  will  be  of 
lingular  Ufe  to  the  intelligent  Reader  through  the 

whole  Courfe  of  the  Controverfy,  viz. - c  It  is 

‘  well  known,  that  by  the  Laws  now  in  Force,  the 
‘  public  Money  is  lblely  in  the  Difpofal  of  the  Afiem- 
‘  bly,  without  the  Participation  of  the  Governor; 
‘  neverthelei’s,  while  thefe  Afts,  by  which  Money 
‘  was  raifed,  were  of  fhort  Duration,  the  Governor 
‘  had  now  and  then  an  Opporiunity  of  obliging  the 
‘  Affembly  in  a  very  effential  Manner  by  a  Renewal 
‘  of  thofe  Aids,  and  thereby  of  making  himfelf  ac- 
‘  ceptable  to  them  ;  but  to  extend  them  to  fuch  an 
*  unreasonable  Length  of  Time  as  you  now  defire. 
6  might  be  to  render  him  in  a  great  Meafure  unnecef- 
‘  fary  to  them  during  the  Continuance  of  thofe  A6ts, 
‘  but  upon  Terms  very  difagreeable  to  himfelf,  as 
‘  well  as  injurious  to  his  Constituents:  To  this  Con- 
4  dition  therefore  I  will  not  be  the  Means  of  reducing 
‘  any  Succeffor  of  mine;  and  this  Circumfbnce  is  oi 
‘  no  fmall  additional  Weight  with  me  to  adhere  to  my 
‘  Amendment.’ — He  then  defires  them  to  obferve, 
That  the  Queftion  between  them,  is  not,  which  is  befl 
acquainted  with  the  Circumflances  of  the  People: 
but  whether  it  was  reafonable  to  burden  them  with  an 
unneceflary  Tax:  Allures  them,  they  are  exceedingly 
miftaken  if  they  really  fuppofed  he  had  either  changed 
his  Sentiments  with  Refpedt  to  the  Importance  of 'the 
prefent  Occasion  for  Supplies,  or  that  he  was  lefs  ap- 
prehenfive  of  the  Dangers  the  Province  was  then  ex- 
pofed  to  from  the  Invafion  of  a  foreign  Power  than 
before  :  Makes  a  Merit  of  having  gone  farther  in  his 
Condefcenfions  to  pleafe  them,  than  he.  was  warrant¬ 
ed  to  do,  by  the  King’s  Inftrudtion,  unlefs  they  made 
an  Addition  to  the  Supply,  by  extending  their  Cur¬ 
rency  a  Year  longer  than  the  utmoft  Term  allowed 
to  the  Eafiern  Governments  by  the  late  Act  of  Par¬ 
liament  :  Adds,  that  he  well  knew  the  State  of  theii 

Funds. 
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Funds,  and  that  the  Loan-Office  itfelf,  were  the  Money 
iiuly  collided,  was  able  to  furnifh  a  much  larger  Sum 
han  the  Sum  granted  upon  this  important  Occafion, 
p.dependant  of  the  Intereft  hereafter  to  accrue,  &c. 
"hat  fuch  being  the  favourable  State  of  their  Finlncesi 
ji  declining  to  do  what  his  Majefty  fo  juftly  expected 
om  them,  merely  becaufe  he,  the  Governor,  would 
i|ot  wholly  depart  from  his  Inftrudion,  they  became 
jore  juftly  chargeable  with  a  wanton  Disregard  of  his 
lajefty’s  Commands,  than  he  could  poffibly  be  with 
e  Lukewarmnefs  imputed  to  him,  which  he  had  the 
eateft  Deteftation  of;  And  with  a  Mixture  of  Per™ 

'  ;afion  and  Menace,  he  came  to  a  Conclufion  as  fol- 
|ws,  ‘  Let  me  therefore.  Gentlemen,  recommend  to 
your  ferious  Attention,  a  Review  of  your  Conduct 
1  Jupon  the  prefent  Occafion,  and  if  you  fhall  find 
1  that  you  have  been  too  precipitate  in  the  Refolution 
Contained  in  your  Meftage,  let  me  intreat  vou  to 
I  'edify  it  before  it  be  too  late ;  for,  as  I  mud-  be  o- 
iliged  fo  on  to  lay  this  whole  1  ranladion  before  his 
I  Majefty,  it  would  give  me  the  greateft  Pleafure  that 
>oth  you  and  I  might  receive  his  gracious  Appro¬ 
bation  of  our  Services.  But  if,  contrary  to  my 
I  dopes,  you  fhould  dill  perfift  in  refufing  to  accept 
'  if  my  Amendment,  and  the  Bill  fhould  by  that 
j  (deans  be  loft,  I  cannot  but  apprehend  fome  unhap- 
y  Confequences  to  the  Province  from  your  extra™ 

1  Irdinary  Behaviour.’ 

\ fhere  one  would  think,  a  magical  Power  in 
Fjvernment  capable  not  only  of  altering,  but  even 
!  .rfing  the  Forms,  Colours,  and  Efiences  of  Things : 

1  common  Senfe  it  feems  evident,  that  the  People 
3 !’  ;lnd  the  Governor  refufes  to  accept :  And  that  the 
3  Governor  by  avowing  Proprietary  and  Deputy- 
1  gernment-Rralons  lor  Inch  his  Refufal,  avows,  that 
1-  King’s  Service  and  the  People’s  Safety  are  bu tfub- 

y  iate  Confiderations - But  our  own  Eyes  are  net 

tie  trufted  it  feems - -None  of  this  is  fo - If 

b  PeoPIed°  npt  do  all  that  is  required  of  them,  and 

L  3  in 
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in  the  Manner  required,  they  do  nothing  *,  and  a 

the  Mifchiefs  that  enfue  are  to  be  laid  at  their  Door. 

The  Alfembly  were  not,  however,  to  be  amufe 
by  the  Waving  of  a  Government- Wand  •,  but  on  tl 
contrary  having  bellowed  as  much  Time  upon  the  A 
fair  as  was  necelfary  for  a  thorough  Dilcuffion  of  i 
came  to  a  Courfe  of  fpirited  Refolutions  ;  of  whit 
the  moll  material  and  perfpicuous  are  thofe  whii 
follow,  viz. 

c  That  the  Raffing  of  Money  for  Support  of  G 
4  vernment  and  other  public  Ufes,  by  an  Excife  i 
4  fpirituous  Liquors,  hath  been  prabtifed  in  this  Pr 
4  vince,  with  very  little  Intermiffion,  lor  more  th 
4  thirty  Years  pall,  and  hath  not  been-  found,  co 
4  munibus  annis ,  to  produce  more  Money  than  v 
4  necelfary  for  thofe  Ufes. 

4  That  the  raifing  Money  by  fuch  Excife,  has 
4  Experience  been  found  lei's  burthenfome  to  the  P< 
4  pie,  than  the  Method  of  Foil  and  Pound  Rate 
4  and  hence  the  Load  of  public  Expence  hath  be 
4  more  chearfully  borne.  Government  more  libera 
4  fupported,  thole  who  ferve  the  Public  better  a 
4  more  pundlually  paid,  and  greater  Sums  gi’ 
4  from  time  to  time  to  the  King’s  Ule,  than  couid 
4  therwile  have  well  been  railed.. 

4  That  if  the  Excile  A£t  be  extended  but  f< 
4  Years,  and  the  Sum  of  ten  thoufand  Pounds  is  to 
4  funk  thereby  in  that  Term,  yearly  provincial  Ta 
4  by  Poll  and ‘Pound  Rates  (always  more  grievous 
4  the  People)  mult  probably  in  a  Ihort  Time  becc 
4  necelfary,  to  defray  the  ufuai  and  contingent  1 
4  pences  of  the  Government. 

4  That  if  there  ready  were,  which  is  very  un 
4  tain,  fo  great  a  Sum  outltanding  due  to  the  F 
4  lick,  as  if  collected,  would  be  in  the  Difpofition  oi 
4  Houfe,  and  Efficient  to  Anfwer  the  prelent  £r 
4  gency  ;  yet,  to  inforce  the  Colledlion  fuddenly, 
4  feizung  and  felling  the  Ellates  of.  the  delinqi 
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«  Borrowers,  in  this  Time  of  Scarcity  of  Money, 

<  when  fo  many  Plantations  being  offered  at  once  to 
t  Sale,  could  not  probably  find  a  fufficient  Number  of 
‘  good  Purchafers,  and  muff  confequently  fell  for  much 
«  lefs  than  their  real  Value,  would  be  cruel,  oppref- 
‘  five,  and  ruinous  to  the  People. 

«  That  the  Right  of  Judging  and  Determining, 

‘  not  only  of  the  Sum  neceffary  to  be  raifed  for  any 
‘  public  Service,  but  of  the  Time  and  Manner  of 
«  raifing  it,  and  Term  for  paying  it,  is  folely  in  the 
c  Reprefentatives  of  the  People;  and  that  the  Gover- 
«  nors  of  this  Province  have  not,  nor  ever  had,  nor 
‘  can  have,  any  Right  to  interfere  therein,  under 
c  Pretence  of  redlifying  Miftakes,  eafing  the  People, 

4  or  any  other  Pretence  whatever. 

4  That  a  juft,  upright  and  prudent  Adminiftration 
4  of  Government,  will  always  be  the  belt  and  mod 
4  effe&ual  Means  of  obtaining  and  fecuring  the  Af- 
4  fedtions  of  the  People;  and  that  it  is  neither  necef- 
4  fary  nor  expedient  to  deny  the  prefent  Affembly  the 
4  Exercifeof  their  juft  Rights,  that  a  future  Gover- 
4  nor  may  have  an  Opportunity  of  obliging  a  future 
4  Affembly  by  permitting  it. 

4  That  an  Adi  of  Parliament  made  exprefiy  to  re- 
4  medy  Diforders  in  the  Eajtern  Governments,  and 
4  in  which  this  Province  is  neither  named,  nor  in- 
4  tended,  cannot  by  any  Conftrudtion  be  fuppofed 
4  binding  on  the  Governors  or  Aflemblies  of  Pen - 
4  fylvania. 

*  That  to  refufe  a  Grant  of  ten  thoufand  Pounds  to 
4  the  King’s  Ufe  at  this  critical  Juncture,  when  the 
4  Service  of  the  Crown,  and  the  Welfare,  prefent 
4  and  future,  of  all  the  Britijh  Colonies,  feem  to  the 
4  Governor  fo  eminently  to  demand  Supplies,  meerly 
4  from  an  Opinion  in  the  Governor,  that  he  can  judge 
4  better  than  the  People’s  Reprefentatives  what  is 
4  moft  for  their  Eafe,  or  that  a  future  Governor  may 
4  have  an  Opportunity  of  making  himfelf  acceptable, 
4  appears  to  this  Houle  to  be  facrificing  too  much, 

L  4  ‘  to 
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to  Confiderations  of  uncertain  and  fmall  Mo- 
4  ment. 

4  That  we  have  now  offered  the  Governor  a  Bill  for 
6  granting  ten  thoufand  Pounds  to  the  King’s  Ufe,  to 
4  be  funk  by  extending  the  Excife  for  ten  Years,  (a 
4  Bill  of  the  like  Tenor  of  that  of  174 6  [paffed  by 
4  Governor  Thomas ]  for  granting  the  Sum  of  five 
4  thoufand  Pounds  to  the  King’s  Ufe,  to  be  funk  by 
4  extending  the  Excife  for  ten  Years]  to  which  he  has 
4  been  pleafed  to  refufe  his  Affent. 

4  Thar  as  the  Governor  [in  his  Melfage  of  the  ift 
4  of  March  lalt]  acknowledged  the  Term  of  ten  Years 
4  for  extending  the  Excife  to  fink  the  five  thoufand 
4  Pounds ,  was  44  a  short  Space  cf  Time,”  and  that 
44  there  was  not  the  leaf;  Probability  of  that  Adds  pro- 
44  ducing  any  of  the  Inconveniencies  complained  of 
4  the  fame  Term  of  ten  Years  for  extending  the  Ex- 
4  cife  to  fink  ten  thoufand  Pounds ,  mull,,  in  confe- 
4  quence,  be  allowed  a  44  short  Space  of  Time:” 
4  And,  the  Bill  he  now  refufes  being  of  the  fame  Te - 
4  nor ,  there  cannot  be  44  the  lead  Probability  of  its 
44  producing  the  Inconveniences  complained  of;  the 
44  preventing  of  which  for  the  future  appears  clearly 
64  \to  the  Governor ]  to  have  been  the  foie  End  and 
44  Purpofe  of  the  Royal  Inftrudion.” 

4  That  the  Governor  having,  as  he  hoped,  [to  life 
4  his  own  Words]  44  inconteftably  proved,  that  the 
44  true  and  real  Intention  of  the  Royal  Inftrudion 
44  could  have  been  no  other  than  to  guard  againft  the 
44  Abufes  enumerated  in  the  Body  of  it ;  and  the  Ad 
44  for  granting  five  thoufand  Pounds  for  the  King’s 
44  Ufe,  paffed  by  the  late  Governor,  in  1746,  being 
44  of  a  singular  and  qjjite  different  Nature, 
44  from  Ads  paffed  upon  ordinary  Occafions,  could 
44  not  be  comprehended  within  the  Meaning  of  the 
44  laid  Inftrudion  The  Bill  now  offered  to  the. 

4  Governor  for  granting  ten  thoufand  Pounds  for  the 
4  King’s  Ufe,  being  alio  of  a  singular  and  quite 
4  different  Nature  from  Ads  paffed  upon  ordinary 
1  4  Oc- 
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Occafions,  and  of  the  fame  tenor  with  the  Aft 
mfledin  1746,  cannot  be  comprehended  by  the 
Governor,  funlefs  he  has  very  lately  altered  his  Opi¬ 
nion)  to  be  within  the  Meaning  of  the  Royal  In- 

ftru&ion  ;  and  therefore,  . 

•  That  ihs  our  Opinion,  that  if  the  Governor  is 
reftrifted  by  any  Inftruction  from  parting  this  bill, 
it  mull  be  by  feme  InJtruSEon  which  he  has  never 
been  pleafed  to  lay  before  this  Houle,— and  not  the 
Royal  InftruSlion,  the  Operation  of  which,  again  It 
Bills  of  this  Tenor,  he  hath  fo  effeftually  invah- 

d‘aThat  this  Houfe  will  this  Day^  adjourn  to  the 
‘  nineteenth  Day  of  the  Month  called  Auguft,  next. 

Before  they  adjourned,  however,  and  without  any 
Mention  made  of  thefe  Refolutions,  they  addreilec 
the  Governor  by  Meilage  •,  in  which,  having  civilly 
and  thankfully  obferved  the  Care  he  had  taken,  to  ob¬ 
tain  the  beft  Intelligence  he  was  able  of  what  was  pro - 
poled  to  be  tranfaefted  at  the  entiling  Treaty  to  be 
held  at  Albany,  &c.  they  proceeded  as  follows.  And 
«  as  he  has  been  pleafed  to  requeft  out  Sentiments  on 

<  the  Inftruftions  to  be  given  the  Gentlemen  Com- 
«  mirtioners  on  the  Part  of  this  Province,  to  which 
.1  he  will  pay  the  greateft  Regard,1  we  can  do  no 

<  lefs  than  return  him  our  grateful  Acknowledgments 
‘  for  his  Condefcenfion  and  Juftice  and  would  chear- 
‘  fully  comply  therewith  at  this  Time  :  But  when  we 

«  confider,  that  no  Propofmons  for  an  u  nion  of  d,e 

«  Colonies,  in  Indian  Affairs,  can  equally  anfwer 
‘  the  vood  Purpofes,  or  be  binding  farther  than  tney 

•  are  confirmed  by  Laws,  enafted  under  the  feverai 
«  Governments  comprized  in  that  Union  •,  t.ia.  e 
‘  know  not  what  Reftriftions  the  Governor  may  he 
‘  under  in  parting  our  Afts  ;  and  that  we  have  very 

*  little  Realon  to  depend  upon  any  Affiftance  in  our 
<  Indian  Expences,  where,  by  a  former  Affem  1  y,  1 

‘  has  been  refpeftfully  addreffed  for,  and  where  we 
.  think  in  Juftice  we  have  a  Right  to  expeft  it  5  we 
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‘  are,  under  thefe  Cirpumftances,  at  a  Lofs  to  advife 
4  hlm  on  the  important  Articles  he  has  been  pleafed 
c  to  Pr0P°fe  to  our  Confideration.  Neverthelefs,  as 
t  Vje  iave  already  declared  our  Satisfaction  in  the  Gen- 
t  t,emeJ?  the  Governor  has  been  pleafed  to  name  for 

t  n  P>  we  confide  in  their  Abilities 

and  rrudence  to  anfwer  the  Ends  propofed  in  the 

‘  Letter  from  the  Lords  of  Trade,  of  the  eighteenth 
c  o[  SePtember  Lift,  by  renewing  at  this  Interview  the  Co¬ 
venant  Chain  with  the  Six  Nations,  and  by  fruft- 

\  ra,t!nf’ ,  as  fai;  as  Jies  in  ^ir  Power,  any  Attempts 
c  Zh]d\  hTave  Deen  made  to  withdraw  them  from  the 
Bntifh  Intereft:  And  for  this  Purpofe,  in  Com- 

e  Phance  WK;1  the  Paid  Letter  from  the  Lords  of 
.  1  raae,  we  have  now  granted  a  Prefent  to  be  made 
to  thofe  Indians  on  our  Behalf,  however  inconve- 
;  nient  we  may  judge  it  to  hold  our  Treaties  at  Al¬ 
bany  on  other  Occafions*. 

.t  LA?ly  l  Th<> Governor  a!fo.  on  his  Part,  defined 
tire  Members  fent  with  this  Meffage  to  acquaint  the 

IToufe,  that  as  fome  Parts  of  the  Minutes  of  that 
oeinon  might  be  neceflary  to  be  mentioned  in  the/fr- 
•prefentation  the  Governor  found  himfelf  obliged  to 
1  ,  6  to  his  Majefty,  in  Anfwer  to  his  royal  Order,  in 
relation  to  the  Invafion  of  his  Dominions  by  the  French 
and  their  Indian  Allies,  he  dcfired-  the  Houfe  would  or- 
cer  a  Copy  thereof  to  be  delivered  to  him:  And  an 
Cider  was  thereupon  made,  that  the  faid  Minutes 
might  be  delivered  to  him  accordingly. 

Their  next  Meeting  was  on  the  7th  of  rilu?ujl  fol¬ 
lowing,  by  fpecul  Summons  :  Upon  which  Occafion, 
the  Governor,  having  fent  for  the  Houfe,  acquainted 
Cem  with  Wajhmgtm  s  Defeat,  and  in  the  nioft 
jok,n;i  Manner  (his  Words)  recommended  to  them  a 
cnearlul  and  vigorous  Refolution  of  difiodging  from 
rhe  A ’eighhmrhcod  of  their  Settlements,  foot  tire  Set- 
t.ements  themfelves,  or  Parts  unfettled/hr  within  the 
Limits  01  the  1  rovmce,  as  before  confidently  affected 
.  1  oiti  undoubted  rijj'urancc]  not  indeed  as  Prim-pals,  but 
111  Concurrence  with  the  Government  of  Virginia , 

when 
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when  the  Determinations  taken  there  fhould  be  com¬ 
municated  to  them— Urging,  that  in  the  mean  while 
it  would  be  highly  expedient  to  take  into  Considera¬ 
tion  the  mod  proper  Ways  and  Means  of  railing  a 
Supply  for  this  Service-,  and  that  in  doing  thereof, 
they  fhould  induftrioufly  avoid  whatever  might  be 
likely  to  occafion  any  Difference  of  Opinion  between 
him  and  them,  to  the  Detriment  of  the  common 
Caufe,  &c.  That  fome  Provifion  fhould  be  made  for 
the  Support  of  fuch  Indians  as,  flying  from  the  Enemy, 
had  taken  Refuge  amongft  their  brethren  of  Penfyl- 
vania:  That  the  Inhabitants  on  the  Frontiers  had  alio 
by  their  Petitions  applied  to  him  for  Protection  :  That 
the  defencelefs  State  of  the  Province  in  general,  de¬ 
manded  their  fpecial  Confideration  :  That  it  was  be¬ 
come  his  indifpenfable  Duty  to  prefs  it  upon  them  ac¬ 
cordingly,  &c.  And  in  the  Clofe  of  all  he  expreffed 
him  felt  as  follows. 

t  It  is  with  great  Satisfaction,  that  I  now  commu- 
*  nicate  to  you  the  Proceedings  of  the  Commiflioners 
4  at  the  late  Treaty  at  Albany  as,  on  Perufal  there- 
c  0f?  you  will  clearly  perceive,  that  the  Lands  on  the 
‘  River  Ohio  do  yet  belong  to  the  Indians  of  the  Six 
‘  Nations ,  and  have,  long  fince,  been  by  them  put 

‘  under  the  Prote&ion  of  the  Crown  of  England. - 

‘  That  the  Proceedings  of  the  French  in  erecting  Forts 
t  on  that  River,  and  in  the  Countries  adjacent, .  have^ 

4  never  received  the  Countenance  or  Approbation  or 
4  thofe  Nations  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  are  exprefly 
4  declared  by  them,  to  have  been  without  their  Pri- 
4  vity  or  Confent. — That  they  are  greatly  alarmed  at 
4  the  rapid  Progrefsof  the  French ,  and  in  levere  Terms 
4  reproach  us  with  lupine  Negligence,  and  the  de~ 

4  fencelefs  State  of  our  Pofleflions  ;  and,  in  Effecff, 

*  call  upon  us  to  fortify  our  Frontiers,  as  well  for  the 

4  Security  of  their  Countries  as  of  our  own. - That, 

4  after  a  due  and  weighty  Reflexion  on  thefe  feveral 
«  Matters,  with  many  others  of  equal  Importance, 
4  the  Commiflioners  thought  it  neceffary  to  confider 
4  of,  and  draw  up  a  Reprefentation  of  the  prefent 
4  State  of  the  Colonies;  And  from  thence,  judging 
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that  no  effectual  Oppofition  was  like  to  be  made  to 
‘  the  dedruftive  Meafures  of  the  French ,  but  by  an 
Union  of  them  all  for  their  mutual  Defence,  devifed 
‘  hkewife  a  general  Plan  for  that  Purpofe,  to  be 
offered  to  the  Confideration  of  their  refpe&ive  Le- 
‘  giflatures. 

‘  And  as  both  thofe  Papers  appear  to  me  to  con¬ 
tain  Matters  of  the  utmoft  Conlequence  to  the  Wel- 

c  r  athe  Co‘onies  in  general,  and  to  have  been 
t  and  drawn  up  with  great  Clearnefs  and 

’  ^treng*h  of  Judgment,  I  cannot  but  exprefs  my 
c  Approbation  of  them  ;  and  do  therefore  recommend 

*  the*P  t0  you,  as  well  worthy  of  your  clofeft  and 
moit:  fenous  Attention.’ 

.  Particulars  contained  in  this  Speech  were  alfo 
in.orced  by  feveral  Papers  communicated  at  the  fame 
iime:  And  the  Houfe  taking  the  Premises  into 
Co  numeration,  after  various  Debates,  Divifions,  Re¬ 
jections,  &>c.  agreed  to  a  Bill  for  ftriking  the  Sum 
of  35,000/.  in  Bills  of  Credit,  and  for  granting 
15,000  /.  thereof  for  the  King’s  Ufe,  and  for  apply! 
mg  the  Remainder  to  the  Exchange  of  torn  and 
ragged  Bills  :  Which,  being  prefented  to  the  Go¬ 
vernor,  produced  the  following  Anfwer,  viz. 

‘  The  Governor  promifed  himfelf  from  the  Re- 
qued  he  made  to  the  Houfe  in  his  Speech  at  the 
‘  Opening  of  the  Seffion,  that  (confidering  the  Im- 
poi  lance  of  the  Occafion)  they  would  have  fallen 
‘  uPon  lbme  Method  of  raffing  Money  for  the  Kind’s 
Ui'e,  to  which  he  might  have  had  no  material  Ob¬ 
jection  j  and  could  not  help  therefore  beincr 
tiemely  mortified  at  finding  the  Bi  1  now  prefented 
‘  him  for  that  Purpofe,  to^be  not  only  formed  on 
‘  the  Paid  Plan,  but  to  be  nearly  of  the  fame  Tenor 
‘  with  that  to  which  he  refufed  his  AfTent  at  their 
laft  Meeting.  He  has  neverthelefs  complied  with 
the  Proffer  he  then  made  them,  and  has  agreed  to 
‘  extend  the  iuind  they  have  chofen  to  raife  the  Mo- 
‘  ney  upon,  in  the  fame  Proportion  as  they  have  in- 
‘  creafed  the  Sum  granted  to  his  Majefty.  But  the 

‘  Houfe 
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«  Houfe  is  peremptory,  and  will  admit  of  no  Al- 

<  teration  in  their  Bill.  All  then  that  remains,  after 
«  a  {Turing  them  that  the  Governor,  left  the  King’s 
*  Service  ftiould  fuffer,  has  ftrained  his  Powers  even 
c  beyond  what  he  almofl  dares  think  confident  with 

<  his  Safety,  is,  to  fubmit  our  refpe&ive  Condudl  to 
4  the  Judgment  of  our  Superiors.  But  he  hopes  this 
‘  alfb  may  be  rendered  unneceffary  by  the  Arrival  of 
4  the  Gentleman  that  is  to  fucceed  him  in  the  Admi- 
‘  niftration,  who  may  every  Day  be  looked  for  among 
4  us :  and  who  may  pofiibly  think  himfelf  more  at 
4  liberty,  with  refpedt  to  the  Matter  in  Controverfy, 
4  than  the  Governor  can  prefume  to  do.  In  the 
4  mean  while  it  is  hoped  no  confiderable  Detriment 
4  may  arife  to  his  Majefty’s  Affairs  in  the  fhort  In- 
4  terval  between  this  and  the  Time  of  his  aftual 
4  Arrival. 

4  So  much  has  already  been  faid  upon  this  Subjeft 
4  on  another  Occafion,  that  the  Governor  declines 
4  any  farther  Enlargement  thereon, .  as  well  knowing 
4  that  public  Difputes  of  this  Nature  frequently  ter- 
4  rninate  in  private  Animofities,  which  he  is  very  de- 
4  firous  of  avoiding  ;  and  therefore  only  experts  from 
4  the  Houfe  that  they  will  do  him  the  fame  Juftice  he 
4  is  willing  to  do  them,  in  fuppofing  him  to  adl  from 
4  his  Judgment,  when  he  tells  them  that  he  cannot 
4  recede  from  his  Amendments.’ 

This  was  the  laft  Adi  of  Mr.  Hamilton1  s  Govern¬ 
ment.  Weary  of  a  Service,  which  he  found  incom¬ 
patible,  if  not  with  his  Notions  of  Honour,  at  lead 
with  his  Repofe,  he  had  defiled  to  be  difmiffed ;  and 
was  fucceeded  by  Robert  Hunter  Morris ,  Efq. 

In  the  Beginning  of  OElober,  1754,  much  about 
the  Time  of  Mr.  Morris ’s  Arrival  at  Philadelphia , 
a  new  Afiembly  was  to  be  chofen  in  the  Courfe  of  the 
Year,  and  had  been  chofen  accordingly. 

To  thefe,  fummoned  according  to  Form  up  to  his 
Council-chamber,  the  new  Governor  made  a  fhort 
Speech *,  importing,  4  His  Perfuafion  that  the  Pro¬ 
prietaries  had  nothing  more  at  heart  than  the  Welfare 

and 
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and  Profperity  of  the  People :  His  own  Self-flattery 
that  it  was  from  the  Opinion  that  they  had  entertained 
oi  his  Dilpofltion  to  promote  the  general  Happinefs 
to  the  utmoft  of  his  Power,  they  had  made  choice  of 
him:  The  Refolution  he  had  taken  not  to  difappoint 
them  :  Aflurances,  that  he  fliould,  upon  all  Occa- 
ficns,  be Jludious  to  prated  the  People  committed  to 
his  Charge  in  their  civil  and  religious  Privileges,  and 
careful  to  maintain  the  juft  Rights  of  Government, 
as  equally  conducive  to  the  public  Good  :  A  Recom¬ 
mendation,  in  particular,  of  the  State  of  the  Frontier 
both  of  that  and  the  neighbouring  Governments  ; 
where  they  would  find  the  French  ading  with  a  fteady 
Uniformity  and  avowed  Reiolution  to  make  them- 
felves  Mailers  of  the  Country  j  An  Interfperfion  of 
certain  Sdmulatives,  drawn  from  a  Contemplation  of 
the  Miferies  they  would  be  expofed  to,  in  cafe  they 
buffered  the  Enemy  to  ftrengthen  themfelves  in  their 
Polls  •,  and  an  earned  Call  upon  them,  in  his  Majef- 
ty’s  Name,  to  exert  themfelves  at  that  critical  Junc¬ 
ture  in  Defence  of  their  Country  :  And  laftly,  a  De¬ 
claration,  that  if  they  fliould  find  any  Laws  wanting 
for  the  better  Government  of  the  Province,  he  fhould 
be  ready  to  enter  upon  the  Confideration  of  fuch  as 
they  fhould  propole,  and  give  his  Content  to  fuch  as 
he  fhould  think  reafonable.’ 

More  Doubts  than  Confidence,  it  may  be  pre¬ 
fumed,  this  Speech  excited  :  For  the  Alterably  hav¬ 
ing,  upon  the  Report,  beftowed  lome  Time  in  the 
Confideration  of  it,  thought  fit  to  call  for  a  Copy  of 
the  Governor’s  Cornmiffion,  as  alfo  of  the  Royal  Ap¬ 
probation,  before  they  proceeded  to  anfwer  it. 

I  his  Anfwer  was  alio  as  dry,  and  as  cautioufly 
worded,  as  the  Governors  Speech.  They  echoed 
back  what  Parts  ol  it  they  could  ;  and  they  joined 
ilfue  with  the  Governor  in  promifing  with  the  fame 
Sincerity,  to  contribute  every  thing  in  their  Power  to 
iupport  him  in  the  Exertion  of  the  juft  Rights  of 
Government,  conducive  to  the  good  Ends  by  him 
Jpecified.  After  which  they  proceeded  in  thefe 

Words : 
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Words  :  4  The  Encroachments  of  the  French  on  his 
4  Majefty’s  Territories,  and  their  hoftile  Proceedings 
4  in  this  1'ime  of  Peace,  are  truly  alarming;  and  as 
4  they  have  been  long  fince  known  in  Great  Britain , 

4  we  were  in  Hopes,  on  the  Governor’s  Arrival,  to 
*  have  received  Inftrudtions  from  the  Crown  how  to 
4  conduct  ourfelves  on  this  important  Occafion':  But 
‘  as  we  have  not  had  any  luc.h  laid  before  us,  the 
‘  Royal  Order  fent  to  the  feveral  Colonies  by  the 
4  Earl  of  Holder nefs,  in  his  Letter  of  the  Twenty 
4  eighth  of  Augnjt,  1753,  appears  to  be  the  only  Rule 
4  by  which  we  can  now  a 6t  with  Safety.  And  as  we 
4  find  our  late  Aflembly  did  what  was  molt  confift- 
6  ent  with  the  Truth  repofed  in  them,  to  comply 
4  therewith,  the  Governor  may  like  wife  depend  upon 
4  our  doing  whatever  can  be  reafonably  expedited 
‘  from  us  for  the  Good  of  this  Province,  or  the  ge- 
4  neral  Intereft  of  the  Britifh  Colonies  on  the  Con- 
‘  tinent,  whenever  our  AfTiftance  can  be  applied  to 
4  any  valuable  Purpofe.  But  at  prefent,  as  we  know 
4  not  where  to  diredt  our  Aid,  and  as  this  has  not 
6  been  the  ufual  Time  of  doing  Bufinefs,  occafioned 
6  by  the  Governor’s  being  obliged  to  give  his  At- 
4  tendance  elfewhere,  we  are  inclined,  if  he  has  no 
4  Objection,  or  any  thing  farther  to  lay  before  us,  to 
4  make  a  fhort  Adjournment;  and  if,  during  our 
4  Rccefs,  any  Matters  of  Importance  fhould  come  to 
4  his  Knowledge,  we  fhall  chearfully  attend  the  Go- 
4  vernor’s  Call  of  our  Houfe,  and  contribute  our 
4  Afliftance  for  the  public  Good.’ 

The  Relult  was,  that  the  Governor  thanked  them 
for  their  Speech,  and  concurred  in  their  Propofition  ; 
upon  which  they  adjourned  accordingly. 

In  the  Beginning  of  December  they  met  again  : 
And  then  the  Governor  communicated  a  Letter  from 
Sir  Thomas  Robinfon ,  Secretary  of  State,  dated  July  5, 
1  75+  »  by  which  it  appears.  That  for  upwards  of  ten 
Months,  the  Cafe  of  the  Northern  Colonies,  actually 
invaded  by  the  French ,  had  not  been  made  the  fore- 
rnofl  Point  of  Consideration  here  at  home  ;  and  that 

the 
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the  Americans  were  in  a  Sort  of  Difgrace  at  Court* 
for  not  having  broken  thro’  all  the  Cautions  laid  up¬ 
on  them  before,  and  afiumed  and  exercifed  all  the 
Powers  of  Government  in  taking  care  of  themfelves. 

Let  the  Reader  judge  for  himfelf. 

4  Sir,  Whitehall,  July  5,  1754. 

4  Your  Letter  of  the  25th  of  November  la  ft,  in 
*  Anfwer  to  the  Earl  of  Holderneffe' s  of  the  28th  of 
4  Atiguft,  having  been  received  and  laid  before  the 

6  King,  I  am  to  acquaint  you,  That  it  is  his  Majef- 
4  ty’s  exprefs  Command,  that  you  fhould,  in  obe- 
4  d’ience  thereto,  not  only  aft  vigoroufly  in  the  De- 
4  fence  of  the  Government  under  your  Care,  but  that 
4  you  fhould  likewife  be  aiding  and  affifting  his  Ma- 
4  jelly’s  other  American  Colonies,  to  repel  any  hoftile 
4  Attempts  made  againft  them  ;  and  it  was  with 
c  great  Surprize,  that  the  King  obferved  your  total 
4  Silence  upon  that  Part  of  his  Majefty’s  Orders, 
4  which  relate  to  a  Concert  with  the  other  Colonies, 
c  which,  you  mull  be  fenfible,  is  now  become  more  ef- 
e  feudally  necelfary  for  their  common  Defence,  fince 
‘  the  Account  received  by  you  from  Major  Wajhing - 
4  ton,  with  regard  to  the  Hoftilities  committed  by 
4  the  French  upon  the  River  Ohio ,  which  verify  in 
4  faeft  what  was  apprehended  when  the  Earl  of  Hoi- 
4  dernejje  wrote  fo  fully  to  you  in  Augufi  laft,  and 
4  which  might  have  been,  in  great  meafure,if  not  totally 
4  prevented,  had  every  one  of  his  Majefty’s  Govern- 
4  ments  exerted  themfelves  according  to  thofe  Direc- 
4  tions,  the  Obfervance  whereof  I  am  now,  by  the 
4  King’s  Command,  to  inforce  to  you  in  the  ftrongeft 
4  Manner.’  I  am,  &e. 

The  Governor  alfo  accompanied  this  Letter  with  a 
Speech  ;  in  which  occur  the  following  curious  Parti¬ 
culars,  viz. 

4  From  the  Letters  and  Intelligence  I  have  order- 
4  cd  to  be  laid  before  you,  it  will  appear  that  the 
4  French  have  now,  at  their  Fort  at  Mokongialo ,  above 

4  a  thou- 
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c  a  thoufand  regular  Troops,  befides  Indians:  That 
‘  they  are  well  fupplied  with  Provifions,  and  that 
4  they  have  lately  received  an  additional  Number  of 
4  Cannon  :  That  their  upper  Forts  are  alfo  well  garri- 
*  foned  and  provided  ;  and  that  they  are  making  a 
4  Settlement  of  three  hundred  Families  in  the  Coun- 
4  try  of  the  Twigtwees,  at  the  South-weft  End  of  the 
4  Lake  Erie. 

4  From  thofe  Papers  you  will  likewife  be  inform- 
4  ed  of  the  Ufe  they  have  made  of  their  lafl:  Year’s 
4  Succefs  among  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations ,  hav- 
4  ing  prevailed  with  many  of  them  to  remove  to  Ca- 
4  nada,  who  will  either  be  neuter  in  the  prefent  Dif- 
4  pute,  or  take  up  Arms  againft  us,  while  fuch  few 
4  of  the  Indians ,  as  ftill  retain  their  Attachment  to  the 
4  Englijh ,  dare  not  be  adtive  for  us,  till  they  fee  a 
4  Force  in  the  Field  fuperiour  to  that  of  the  French  : 

4  And  if  that  be  not  foon,  they  will  certainly  give  up 
4  our  Caufe,  and  embrace  the  tempting  Offers  made 
6  them  by  the  French. 

4  Gentlemen ,  It  is  now  feveral  Years  fince  the  French 
4  undertook  this  Expedition,  and  we  have  long  had 
4  full  Intelligence  of  their  Defigns,  and  of  the  Steps 
4  they  have  taken  to  carry  them  into  Execution  : 

4  Their  Progrefs  indeed  has  been  very  furprizing, 

4  owing  chiefly  to  the  Inadtivity  of  the  Englijh  Colo- 
4  nies,  who,  I  am  forry  to  fay,  have  looked  with  too 
4  much  Indifference  upon  an  Affair  that  muft  end  in 
4  their  Ruin,  if  not  timely  prevented.’ 

[Poor  Colonies  !  Expofed  on  one  hand  !  Cenfured 
on  the  other !] 

In  a  fubfequent  Paragraph  he  alfo  proceeds  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

4  Thefe  Incroachments  of  the  French  upon  the  Ter- 
4  ritories  of  the  Ciown  of  Britain  in  America ,  have 
4  turned  the  Eyes  of  Europe  to  this  Quarter  of  the 
4  World,  as  it  is  uncertain  what  Effedts  they  may  pro- 
4  duce.  The  Condudt,  therefore,  of  thefe  Colonies 
4  will  be  more  than  ever  the  Object  of  their  Atten- 
4  tion,  and  ours  in  particular  who  are  mod  immedi- 
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4  ately  concerned  :  For,  whether  the  French  Forts 
4  are  within  the  particular  Limits  of  this  Province  or 
v  4  not,  I  look  upon  to  be  very  immaterial  in  the  pre  • 
4  lent  Cafe,  tho’  in  my  Opinion  they  are  clearly  fo  : 

*  But  be  that  as  it  may,  our  Situation  at  prefent  is 

6  certainly  very  alarming - The  French  on  out 

4  Borders  are  numerous,  ftrongly  fortified,  well  pro- 
4  vided,  and  daily  increafing - The  fmall  Body  of 

J  Englijh  Troops  on  the  Frontiers,  weakened  by  the 
4  Defertion  from  the  Independent  Companies,  and  the 

4  Want  of  Difcipline  in  the  New  Levies - The  Six 

4  Nations  of  Indians ,  formerly  our  firm  Friends,  di- 
4  vided  among  themfelves,  many  of  them  gone  over 
4  to  the  French ,  and  others  wavering  and  in  doubt 

*  whether  to  follow  their  Brethren,  or  continue  with 
4  us — The  neighbouring  Provinces  (except  Virginia) 
4  tho’  nearly  interefted  in  the  Ifiue  of  the  prefent 
4  Affair,  either  contributing  nothing  towards  thecom- 
4  mon  Caufe,  or  fparingly .  And  tho’  Virginia  has 
4  indeed  given  thirty  thou  (and  Pounds ,  yet  it  will  avail 

*  but  little,  unlefs  a  confiderable  Body  of  Troops  be 
4  lent  from  this  Province,  and  kept  up  till  the  Work 
4  is  done. 

4  Permit  me  therefore.  Gentlemen ,  to  prefs  this 
4  Matter  upon  you  :  Exert  yourlelves  upon  the  pre- 
4  fent  Oceafion ;  difiipate  the  Cloud  that  hangs  over 
4  your  Country,  and  lave  her  from  the  threatened 
4  Deftruftion.  Flis  Majelty,  ever  anxious  for  the 
4  Welfare  of  all  his  Subjects,  excites  and  commands 

4  us - The  Eyes  of  a  BritiJJo  Parliament,  of  the 

4  People  of  our  Mother  Country,  of  the  other  Am- 
4  rican  Colonies,  and  even  of  all  Europe ,  are  upon  us 

*  - And  the  Fate  of  this  Country,  the  Happir.efs 

4  or  MTery  of  your  Pofterity,  very  much  depend  on 
4  your  Resolutions.’ 

Thus  Penjyhania  alone  muft  be  put  in  the  Front 
of  the  Battle,  muft  undertake  for  all,  pay  for  all,  &c. 
&c.  and  is  goaded  on  fo  to  do  by  the  very  Proprieta- 
-  ries  and  their  Deputy,  who  fhould  have  flood  in  the 
•  Gap;  and  endeared  themfelves  to  the  Province,  by 
I  endea- 
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endeavouring  to  have  the  Load  laid  as  equally  on  the 
whole  Continent,  and  the  Effort  made  as  generally 
as  poffible. 

It  is  vifible,  the  Governor’s  Name  fignified  no¬ 
thing,  whether  Hamilton  or  Morris  •,  except  that  the 
hardeft  Driver  was  fure  to  be  the  beft  thought  of  by 
his  Employers  :  And  it  was  but  natural,  that  the  Al- 
fembly  fhouldbe  as  refolute  to  continue  the  Province 
in  fuch  a  State  as  might  render  it  worth  preferving,  as 
they  were  willing  to  contribute  whatfoever  they  pro¬ 
perly  could  towards  its  Prefervation — Penjylvania  was 
more  dear  to  them  for  the  Excellency  of  its  Confti- 
tution,  than  the  Excellency  of  its  Soil :  And  whatever 
the  narrow  Notions  of  Proprietaries  may  be,  as  the 
Liberty  of  the  Province  is  diminifhed,  the^alue  of 
their  Poffefllons  in  it  will  diminifh  in  the  fame  Pro¬ 
portion. 

To  difcharge  all  Duties  at  once,  therefore,  they 
again  put  the  Demands  for  the  general  Service,  and 
thofe  for  the  particular  Intereft  ot  the  Province,  upon 
the  fame  Footing,  by  the  old  Expedient  of  a  Currency 
Bill ,  providing  for  linking  the  Sum  of  forty  thoufand 
Pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit  •,  one  Moiety  for  the  King’s 
Ufe,  and  the  other  for  replacing  damaged  Bills: 
Which  they  fent  up  to  the  Governor  for  his  Concur¬ 
rence,  with  a  written  Melfage,  of  which  what  follows 
was  the  moll  material  Part. 

<  Tho’  we  hope  the  Number  of  the  French ,  and 
c  their  Indian  Allies,  mentioned  in  George  Croghan  s 
‘  Letters  are  full  large,  yet  the  uncommon  Efforts 
6  they  have  made  towards  obtaining  a  PolfelTion  on 
‘  that  Part  of  his  Majefty’s  Dominions,  are  truly 
‘  alarming,  and  dangerous  to  the  Britifh  Intereft  in 
1  North  America  :  And  we  have  good  Reafon  to  be- 
‘  lieve,  the  Sums  granted  the  King  by  our  late  Af- 
4  fembly,  had  the  then  Governor  been  pleafed  to  pais 
‘  the  Bills  offered  to  him  for  that  Purpofe,  might 
“  in  a  great  meafure,  if  not  totally,  have  prevented 
<c  the  bad  Situation  of  our  Affairs  at  prelent,”  and 
‘  have  placed  our  Duty  to  the  beft  of  Kings,  as  we 
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e  defire  it  fhould  always  appear,  among  his  moft 
loving  and  loyal  Subjeds.  And  for  this  Reafon,  it 

*  is  with  Concern  we  find,  by  the  above  mentioned 

*  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  “  That  it  was 
44  with  great  Surprize  the  King  had  obferved,  in  our 
“  late  Governor’s  Anfwer  to  the  Earl  of  Holderneffe., 
“  he  had  been  totally  filent  on  that  Part  of  his  Ma- 
“  jelly’s  Orders,  which  relate  to  a  Concert  with  the 
44  other  Colonies.”  ‘  But  as  we  have  great  Confi- 
‘  dence  in  our  Governor,  that  he  will  at  all  Times 
‘  afford  us  all  good  Offices  and  Protection,  and  will 
‘  be  pleafed  to  reprefent  us  and  our  Affairs  in  a.  fa¬ 
vourable  Light,  as  we  hope  he  may  do  with  great 

c  Juftice  i  io,  on  our  Parr,  we  ffiall  not  fail  to  contri- 
‘  bute  every  thing  in  our  Power  to  anfwer  all  reafon - 
c  able  Expedations  from  fo  young,  a.  Colony,  fo  far 
4  as  is  -confident  with  our  civil  and.  religious  Liber¬ 
ties  ;  beyond  which,  under  fo  good  a  King,  we  are 
well  allured  nothing  further  will  be  afked  orexped- 
4  ed  from  us.  And,  in  return  fi  r  the  Governor’s 
4  Juftice  and  Protection,  it  will  give  us  particular 
4  Pleafure  to  make  his  Adminiftration  in  this  Province 
4  eaiy  to  himfelf,  and  honourable  to  all.’ 

Amazing  was  the  Anfwer  by  the  Governor,  on  the 
Sixth  Day  afterwards  returned  :  For  having,  at  his 
very  OuJtfes,  taken  fhelter  under  the  old  exploded  In- 
ftrudion  to  Governor  Thomas,  and  Rider  the  Attorney 
General’s  Opinion'  upon  Governor  Hamilton's  Cafe, 
delivered  in  the  following  compendious  Manner,  44  1 
44  am  of  Opinion,  it  is  by  no  means  fafe  or  advife- 
4:  able,  or  confident  with  his  Duty,  to  pafs  fuch 
“  Bills,  without  a  fufpending  Claufe*,”  and  lug- 
gelled,  that  he  could  not  by  any  means  agree  to  the 
laid  Bill,  becaufe  forbid  by  the  laid  Inftrudion,  with¬ 
out  luch  a  Claufe.  He  then  proceeded  to  fay, 
However,  as  the  Ad  of  Parliament  reftraining  the 
four  Eajiern  Governments  from  emitting  Paper- 
4  Currency,  gives  them  a  Power  to  ftrike  Bills  of  Cre- 
4  dit  in  cafe  of  Emergency,  1  hope  I  fhall  be  juftified 
4  in  thinking  the  Reafon  holds  good  as  to  us  who  are 

4  in 
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*  in  the  greateft -Danger,  being  already  invaded  by  the 

*  French ,  and  in  immediate  Expectation  of  Outrage 
‘  from],  the  Indians  in  thek  Alliance  :  I  will  therefore 
'6  join  with  you  in  any  Bill  for  finking  what  Sum  you 
‘  fhall  think  our  prelfing  Occafions  demand,  provided 

a  Fund  be  eftabliffied  for  finking  the  fame  in  five 
4  Years. 

\  I  am  exceedingly  obliged  to  the  Houfe  for  their 

*  kind  Sentiments  with  regard  to  me,  and  fhall  make 
‘  it  my  peculiar  Care  fo  to  aft  as  to  merit  the  Conti¬ 
nuance  of  their  good  Opinion  ;  and  can  truly  fay, 

4  it  is  nofmall  Mortification  to  me  to  be  obliged  to 
e  differ  in  Opinion  from  the  Reprefentatives  of  the 
Province,  who,  I  am  convinced ,  aft  from  upright 
4  Motives ,  and  what  they  efteem  to  be  its  true  Inter- 
elf;  but  would  willingly  hope,  when  they  come  to 
refieft  on  the  Obligations  I  am  under  to  pay  Obe- 
4  dience  to  his  Majefty’s  Inftruftions,  that  they  will 
‘  not  prefs  me  to  difobey  them  ;  efpecially  when  they 
4  confider,  that,  fhould  I  difregard  my  own  Honour 
£  and  Safety  in  paffing  a  Bill  circumffanced  as  this  is, 

4  there  is  great  Danger  of  its  being  difapproved  by 
4  his  Majefty  ;  and  what  Lofs  and  Confufion  fuch  an 
‘  Event  would  caufe  in  the  Province,  by  the  Paper- 
c  bills  becoming  of  no  Value,  I  need  not  particularly 
4  mention.’ 

From  the  Year  1740  down  to  the  Time  of  this 
Altercation,  his  Majefty’s  Minifters  had  never  once 
interfered  in  this  Difpute  ;  nor  in  thefe  Requifitions 
from  the  Secretary’s  Office,  in  the  King’s  Name,  of 
Aids  from  his  American  Subjects,  is  the  leak  Trefpafs 
on  the  Right  of  the  Subjeft,  by  any  Injunction  direct; 
or  indireft  concerning  the  Mode  of  raifing  thefe  Aids, 
to  be  traced  ;  And  yet  this  petty  Proprietary  Governor 
dares  to  make  a  Bugbear  of  his  Majefty’s  Difappro- 
"bat-ion,  at  the  fame  Time,  and  in  the  fame  Breath, 
that  he  leaves  a  Gap  for  difpenfing  with  the  very  In- 
Jlruftion  he  pleads,  provided  the  Proprietary  Turn  is 
'ferved,  of  reducing  the  Term  to  Five  Years. 
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It  is  moreover  reafonable  to  think  the  Governor 
had  in  his  Hands  at  this  very  Time  a  third  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  now  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon , 
dated  Obiober  2 6,  1754  :  For  on  the  very  next  Day 
after  this  Meffage  was  delivered,  he  fent  down, a  Copy 
of  the  faid  Letter  to  the  Houfe,  accompanied  with 
another  written  Meffage  fo  timed  and  conftru&ed,  as 
to  render  it  as  embarraffmg  as  poffiole. 

This  third  Letter  imported,  that  the  Minifters  had 
at  laft  come  to  a  Refolution  of  taking  fome  Meafures 
of  their  own  for  the  Defence  of  America.  Amongft 
others  it  was  faid,  the  King  had  commanded  two  Re¬ 
giments  of  Foot,  confiding  of  ^00  Men  each,  to  re¬ 
pair  to  Virginia ,  there  to  be  completed  to  700;  as 
alfo  to  fend  Orders  to  Governor  Shirley  and  Sir  William 
Pepperell ,  to  raife  two  Regiments  of  1000  men  each  ; 
for  which  Officers  were  to  be  appointed,  and  to  re¬ 
pair  to  yimerica  forthwith  ;  all  to  be  commanded  in 
chief  by  a  General  Officer  of  Rank  and  Capacity,  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  Deputy-Quarter-Maftei -General,  and 
a  Commiffary  of  the  Mutters,  who  were  likewife  to 
fet  out  as  foon  as  conveniently  might  be,  in  order  to 
prepare  every  thing  for  the  Arrival  of  the  Regiments 
to  be  fent,  and  thofe  to  be  raffed.  What  follows  is 
in  the  very  words  of  the  Letter,  viz. 

<■  you  will  receive  from  that  General,  and  the  other 
*  Officers  juft  mentioned,  a  full  and  exadt  Account  of 
6  the  Arms,  Cloathing,  and  other  Neceffaries,  to  be 
‘  fent  upon  this  important  Occafion  ;  as  likewife  of 

<  the  Ordnance  Stores,  and  of  the  Officers  and  At- 
‘  tendants  belonging  thereto  *,  all  which  being  ordered 
‘  for  this  Service,  are  fuch  Proofs  of  his  Majefty’s 
‘  Regard  for  the  Security  and  Welfare  of  his  Subjects 

<  in  thofe  Parts,  as  cannot  fail  to  excite  you  to  exert 
«  yourfelf,  and  thofe  under  your  Care,  to  take  the  moft 
‘  vigorous  Steps  to  repel  your  common  Danger ;  and 
‘  tolhew  that  the  King’s  Orders,  which  were  fent  you 
«  laft  Year  by  the  Earl  of  Holdernejfe ,  and  were  re- 

4  newed  to  you  in  my  Letter  of  the  5th  of  July, 

4  have 
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6  have  at  laft  rouzed  that  Emulation  and  Spirit  which 
4  every  Man  owes  at  this  Time,  to  his  Majefty,  the 
4  Publick,  and  himfelf.  The  King  will  not  there- 
4  fore  imagine,  that  either  you,  or  the  reft  of  his 
4  Governors,  will  fuffer  the  leaft  Negledfc  or  Delay  in 
4  the  Performance  of  the  prefent  Service,  now  ftrong- 
4  ]y  recommended  to  you,  particularly  with  Regard 

4  to  the  following  Points,  viz. - That  you  fhould 

4  carefully  provide  a  fufficient  Quantity  of  frefn  Vic- 
4  tuals,  at  the  Expence  of  your  Government,  to  be 
4  ready  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Troops,  at  their  Arrival. 
4  — That  you  ftiould  likewife  furnilli  the  Officers, 
4  who  may  have  Qccafion  to  go  from  Place  to  Place, 
4  with  all  Neceftaries  for  travelling  by  Land,  in  Cafe 
4  there  are  no  Means  of  going  by  Sea  :  And  that  you 
4  fhould  ufe  your  utmoft  Diligence  and  Authority, 
4  in  procuring  an  exadt  Obfervance  of  fuch  Orders 
4  as  lhail  be  ilfued,  from  Time  to  Time,  by  the  Com- 
4  mander  in  Chief,  for  quartering  the  Troops,  im- 
4  preffing  Carriages,  and  providing  all  Neceftaries  for 
4  fuch  Forces  as  ffiall  arrive,  or  be  raifed  within  your 
4  Government. 

4  As  the  Articles  abovementioned  are  of  a  local 
4  and  peculiar  Nature,  and  arifing  entirely  within 
4  your  Government,  it  is  almoft  needlefs  for  me  to 
4  acquaint  you,  that  his  Majefty  will  expedt,  that  the 
4  Charge  thereof  be  defrayed  by  his  Subjedts  belong- 
!|  4  ing  to  the  fame.  But  with  Regard  to  fuch  other 
4  Articles,  which  are  of  a  more  general  Concern, 
4  it  is  the  King’s  Pleafure,  that  the  fame  fhould  be 
j  4  fupplied  by  a  common  Fund,  to  be  eftablifhed  for 
I  4  the  Benefit  of  all  the  Colonies  colledtively  in  North- 
■  i  4  America ;  for  which  Purpofe  you  will  ufe  your  ut- 
I  4'moft  Endeavours  to  induce  the  Aficmbly  of  your 
4  Province  to  raife,  forthwith,  as  large  a  Sum  as  can 
4  be  afforded,  as  their  Contribution  to  this  common 
'  4  Fund,  to  be  employed,  provifionally,  for  the  ge- 
4  neral  Service  of  North- America,  (particularly  for 
,  4  paying  the  Charge  of  levying  the  Troops  to  make 
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‘  up  the  Complement  of  the  Regiments  abovemen- 
4  tioned)  until  fuch  Time  as  a  Plan  of  general  Union 
4  of  his  Majefty’s  Northern  Colonies,  for  their  com- 
4  mon  Defence,  can  be  perfected. 

‘  You  will  carefully  confer,  or  correfpond,  as  you 
4  fhal!  have  Opportunities,  upon  every  Thing  relative 

*  to  the  prefent  Service,  with  the  faid  General,  Sir 
4  William  Pepper  ell,  and  Governor  Shirley,  or  either 
4  of  them  ;  and  as  it  is  the  King’s  Intention  to  give 
4  all  proper  Encouragement  to  fuch  Perfons  who  fhall 
4  engage  to  ferve  upon  this  Occalion,  you  will  ac- 
‘  quaint  all  fuch  Perfons,  in  the  King’s  Name,  that 
6  they  will  receive  Arms  and  Cloathing  from  hence, 

*  and  that  they  (ball  be  fent  back  (if  defired)  to  their 
6  reipedive  Habitations,  when  the  Service  in  America 
4  fhall  be  over. 

6  As  the  feveral  Governors  in  all  the  King’s  Pro- 
4  vinces  and  Colonies  in  North  America  will  receive, 
4  by  this  Conveyance,  a  Letter  to  the  fame  Effeft 
4  with  this  which  I  now  fend  you,  they  will  be  pre- 
4  pared  at  the  fame  Time  to  obey  his  Majefty’s  Com- 
4  mands. — And  I  am  to  dired  you  to  correfpond  with 
4  all,  or  either  of  them,  occafionally,  as  you  fhall 
4  find  it  expedient  for  the  general  Service.’ 

It  is  plain  by  the  general  Drift  of  this  Letter,  that 
it  related  equally  to  every  Governor  and  every  Govern¬ 
ment  of  North- America :  And  yet  the  Governor  of 
Penfylvania  did  his  beft  to  narrow  the  Application  of 
it  to  Penfylvania  only.  Thefe  are  his  Words.  4  You 
4  will  obferve  by  the  Secretary  of  State’s  Letter,  that 
4  it  is  his  Majefty’s  Pleafure  we  fhould  contribute  as 
4  far  as  we  can  to  the  having  about  Three  thoufand 
4  Men  in  Readinefs  to  enlift  ;  that  we  fhould  provide 
4  a  Quantity  of  frefh  Provilions  for  the  Troops,  and 
4  Necefiaries  for  the  Officers  that  may  have  Occafion 
‘  to  travel  by  Land ;  that  the  Orders  to  be  iftiied  by 
‘  the  Commander  in  Chief  for  quartering  the  Soldi- 
4  ers,  and  impreffing  Carriages,  fhould  be  carried  in- 
1  to  exad  Execution;  and  that  all  Necefiaries  fhould 
c  be  provided  for  fuch  Troops  as  fhall  arrive,  or  be 

4  raifed 
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«  raifed  within  this  Government.— His  Majefty  ex- 
‘  pedis,  that  as  the  feveral  Articles  abovementioned 
«  are  of  a  local  and  peculiar  Nature,  and  arifing  en- 
«  tirely  within  this  Government,  that  the  Charge  tliere- 
«  of  Ihould  be  defrayed  by  his  Subjects  within  the 

To  both  thefe  Meflages  the  Affembly  immediately 
applied  themfelves,  to  prepare  fuitable  Anfwers  ; 
and,  beginning  with  the  firft,  among  other  Things 
faid,  *  We  have  the  Misfortune  to  differ  in  Opinion 

<  from  the  Governor,  after  confidering  the  Cafe  ma- 
‘  turely  as  it  now  lies  before  us ;  neverthelefs,  we  do 
4  affure  him,  that  tho’  in  a  Matter  of  fmall  Import¬ 
's  ance  we  might  not,  perhaps,  be  very  tenacious  of 

*  our  own  Sentiments  •,  yet,  in  this  Cafe,  our  All  is 
«  concerned,  and  if  we  fhould  not  ad  becoming  the 

<  Rights  our  Birth,  as  Englishmen,  intitles  us  to,  we 
‘  might  appear  unworthy  of  the  Regard  we  have  al- 

<  ready  experienced,  and  have  good  Reafon  to  hope 

<  for  hereafter,  from  a  Britijh  Parliament.’ 

<  It  appears  that  the  Cafe,  as  Hated  to  the  Attor- 
t  ney-General,  regards  only  Emiflions  of  Bills  of 
‘  Credit  on  common  and  ordinary  Occafions ;  and,  in 
‘  our  Opinion,  very  little,  if  at  all,  affeds  the  pre- 

*  fent  Bill  :  And  it  is  remarkable,  that  there  is  not 

<  the  leaft  Notice  taken  of  the  A<51  for  granting  Five 

<  Thoufand  Pounds  for  the  King’s  Ufe,  which  Gover- 
‘  nor  Thomas  paffed  without  a  fufpending  Claufe,  by 
«  extending  this  very  Excife  Adi  for  Ten  Years,  which 
«  we  have  now  again  extended  for  the  fame  Term  of 
t  Years  only ,  and  loaded  it  with  a  Grant  of  Twenty 

‘  Thoufand  Pounds.  # 

«  As  Colonel  Thomas  gave  his  Affent  to  that  Ad 

*  after  the  Receipt  of  the  additional  Inftruelion, 

<  which  the  Governor  has  now  fent  down  with  our 

<  Bill,  and  as  we  prefume  he  has  no  other  or  later 

*  Inftrudions  from  the  Crown,  tho  he  has  fince  re- 
‘  ceived  the  Royal  Approbation,  we  hope  he  will  not 
‘  think  himfelf  more  reflrided  by  it,  than  the  Gen- 

<  tleman  to  whom  it  was  immediately  direded  j  who 

‘  has 
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has  never  buffered  in  his  Honour,  that  we  know  of 
s  or  incurred  the  King’s  Difpleafure  for  giving  his 
6  Affent  to  that  Bill,  and  ac  this  Time  holds  a  Go¬ 
vernment  of  great  Importance  under  the  immediate 
4  Powers  of  the  Crown. 

‘  Governor  Hamilton ,  we  find,  entered  into  Bonds 
e  and  Penalties  (among  other  Things)  that  he  fhall 
6  from  Time  to  Time,  and  all  Times,  hereafter,  fo 
c  long  as  he  fhall  continue  Lieutenant-Governor  of 
£  the  laid  Province,  obferve,  perform,  and  obey  all 
fiivdi  Lire  Elions  and  Infractions,  which  now  aye,  or 
fhall  at  any  lime  be  given,  or  fent  to  him,  by  his 
IHajefty,  his  Heirs,  and  Succeffors,  or  from  any 
Pevfon,  or  Perfons,  now  ading,  or  that  hereafter 
4  fhall  aft,  by  Authority  from  his  Majefty,  his  Heirs 
4  and  Succeffors,  and  purfuant  to,  and  for  the  putting 
4  in  Execution  the  feveral  Ads  of  Trade  and  Navl 
‘  gallon,  relating  to  the  Plantations,  SAcI  which 
4  Por>d,  or  Bonds  of  the  like  Tenor,  we  prefume  our 
c  Governor  may  have  entered  into  before  he  received 
4  the  Royal  Approbation  :  And  yet  our  late  Gover- 
4  nor  feems  clearly  in  his  Reafoning  with  former  Af- 
femblies,  to  have  acknowledged  he  thought  him- 
4  Pelf  at  Liberty  to  pafs  Ads  of  the  TencJ  of  our 
4  prefent  Bill  for  granting  Money  for  the  King’s  Ufe  ; 

Uod  never  offered  a  fufpending  Claufe,  notwith- 
4  Handing  his  Bonds  to  the  Crown  :  But  whether  he 
4  might,  or  might  not,  be  fafe  in  paffing  a  Bill  of  the 
Kind  mentioned  in  his  State  of  the  Cafe,  could  re¬ 
gard  himfelf  only,  and  does,  by  no  Means,  deter- 
4  mine  the  Rights  we  claim  under  the  Royal  Charter. 

4  And  we  have  the  Pleafure  to  affure  the  Governor, 

4  we  have  been  credibly  informed,  that  the  Board 
01  I  rade,  about  a  Pear  ago,  Rated  a  Quell  ion  to 
the  Attorney  and  Sollicitor-General,  with  Refped 
1.0  the  h  aliaity  of  this  Inflrudion  of  a  fufpending 
4  Claufe ,  over  Governments  claiming  particularRights 
by  Charter  ;  to  which  they  have  not  yet  given  any 
Anfwer,  that  we  can  learn.  And  we  know,  that 
f  notwithflanding  two  Bills  extending  the  Royal  In- 

4  ftrudions 


Robert  H.  Morris,  Efq.  Dep.  Governor,  syi 

e  ftruaions  over  Councils  and  AiTemblies  in  America 
6  had  been  attempted  in  Parliament  without  Succefs, 

<  an(j  a  third  Bill  was  brought  in  with  the  fame  Claufe, 

‘  yet  it  could  not  obtain  a  PaTage  there.  And  we 

<  are  informed,  that  a  noble  Friend  to  Liberty  and 
‘  the  Rights  of  the  Britifi  Subjed,  a  Member  of  that 

<  Houfe,  expofed  this  third  Attempt  fo  fully,  upon 

<  the  fecond  Reading  of  the  Bill,  that  the  Claufes  on 
‘  this  Head  objeded  to  were  dropt  without  a  Divi- 
‘  fion  in  the  Committee.  And  until  fuch  Ads  of 
4  Parliament  (hall  be  obtained,  which  we  have  good 
e  Reafon  to  hope  will  never  be  impofed  upon  us,  the 
6  Governor  muff  agree  with  us,  that  it  is  our  Duty  to 
4  defend  the  Rights  and  Privileges  we  enjoy  under 
‘  the  Royal  Charter. 

4  As  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  we  are  not  bound  by 
4  any  Ads  of  Parliament,  and  are  certainly  clear  of 
4  the  Ad  limiting  the  Eafiern  Colonies,  both  as  to 
4  the  Force  and  the  Intention  of  it,  we  hope  the  Go- 
4  vernor,  from  his  known  Abilities  and  good  Will  to 
4  the  Profperity  of  this  Province,  will  immediately  dif- 
4  cern  the  Difference  between  this  Bill  and  Ads  of 
4  Affembly  creating  Bills  of  Credit  on  common  and 
4  ordinary  Occafions.  What  Force  Royal  Inftruc- 
4  tions  may  have  on  Bills  of  Credit  paired  on  com- 
4  mon  and  ordinary  Occafions  is  not  immediately  be- 
4  fore  us,  and  may  be  confidered  at  a  proper.  Time. 

4  But  we  hope  the  Governor,  notwithflanding  any 
4  penal  Bond  he  may  have  entered  into,  will,  on 
4  Refledion,  think  himfelf  at  Liberty,  and  find  it 
4  confident  with  his  Safety  and  Honour,  to  give  his 
4  Adept  to  this  Bill,  which  may,  at  this  Time,  be 
4  of  fuch  great  Service  to  the  Britijh  Intereft  in  Ante- 

4  But  if  we  flhould  unhappily  dill  differ  in  Opi- 
4  nion,  notwithdanding  thele  Reafons,  and  fuch  as 
4  have  been  offered  by  our  former  AiTemblies,  we  mud 
4  be  obliged,  as  our  lad  Refource,  to  apply  to  the 
4  Crown  for  Redrefi,  or  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  or 
6  our  Proprietaries,  as  the  Cafe  may  require;  in 

4  which, 
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which,  we  doubt  not,  the  Governor  will  favour  u< 
«  ™th  his  Affiftance.  And  in  order  to  furnifli  our- 
felves  with  every  Thing  neceffary  for  our  own  Vin- 
1  dipmon,  and  that  this  Cafe  may  appear  in  its  full 
Tight,  we  entreat  the  Governor  will  be  pleafed  to 
*  inforr”  us>  wither  the  Royal  Inftrudtion  is  the  only 
Impediment ;  or  whether  he  has  any  farther  Inftruc- 
tions  from  our  Proprietaries, ,  which  influence  him 
in  refuting  his  Affent  to  our  Bill  ?  And,  if  he  has 

\  he  be  Plea^ed  to  lay  thofe  Inftruftions 
before  us  for  our  Confideratkm.* 


_inct  the  Anfwer  to  the  Second  was  as  follows. 

‘  A  he  undoubted  Proofs  his  Majefty  has  ever  m- 
l  ,vencofI  .hl*  gracious  and  paternal  Affedion  for  til 
his  Subjects,  however  diftant  from  his  Royal  Pre- 
fence,  and  the  frefh  Marks  we  have  now  before  us 
e  f  h]S  ^re  and  Regard  for  the  Welfare  and  Secu- 
nty  ol  his  Subjects  in  North  America,  excite  in  us 
4  the  warmeft  Returns  of  Duty  and  Gratitude;  and 
we  hope  we  have  fully  teftified,  that  we  have  no- 
;  thing  more  at  Heart,  in  all  our  Deliberations,  than 
to  anfwer  the  reafonabie  Expedations  of  the  Crown 
4  from  this  young  but  loyal  Colony.  We  have 
chearfully  palled  a  Bill  for  granting  Twenty  thoufand 
Pounds  for  the  King’s  Ufe,  which  now  lies  before 
the  Governor  for  his  Approbation,  and  we  hope 
will  anfwer  all  the  Purpofes  recommended  to  his 

Care  by  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon’s  Letter  of  the  26th 
L  of  Ofiober  laflA 

it  was  now  the  Governor’s  Turn,  and  the  Reader 
mutt  recollect  his  former  Declarations,  in  order  to 

wonder  enough  at  his  introdufiory  Paragraph,  which 
was  as  follows. 


'  Gentlemen,  when  your  Bill  for  ftriking  tea* 
‘  thoufand  Pounds,  &c.  was  before  me,  I  duly  con- 
hoere.i  the  dangerous  Circumftances  in  which  the 
1  rovince  was  involved  ,  and  the  abfoiute  Necefiity 
' 1 '  '  '/  Meafures  to  remove  the  French  from  their 

6  En- 
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;  Encroachments,  and  this  induced  me,  inftead  ot 

•  adding  a  Cauie  to  fufpend  the  Force  of  the  Ad:  tills 
‘  his  Majefty’s  Pleafure  could  be  known,  to  fend  it 
f  back  to  you,  that  you  might  frame  fuch  a  one  as  I 
1  was  at  Liberty  to  give  my  Confent  to  ;  and  at  the 
i;  fame  Time  to  fignily  to  you,  that  I  would  agree  to 
;  the  ftriking  any  Sum  the  prefent  Emergency  might 
F  require,  provided  Funds  were  eftablifhed  for  fink- 

•  ing  the  fame  in  five  Years,  that  being  the  Term 

■  prefcribed  by  an  Ad:  of  Parliament  for  regulating, 

■  Paper  £doney  in  the  Eafiern  Governments  ;  and  1 
thought  the  Reafon  of  that  Ad:  extended  here, 

;  though  the  Force  of  it  did  not  *,  and  I  hoped  that  I 
‘  fhould  be  excufed,  if  I  fo  far  relaxed  the  Inftruc- 
‘  tion  upon  the  prefent  Occafion,  as  to  ad:  agreeable 
f  to  the  Rule  laid  down  by  Parliament  for  the  neigh- 

•  bouring  Governments,  and  I  am  forry,  for  the  Sake 
j;  of  the  Publick,  to  find  by  your  Meffage,  that  you 
‘  have  fo  far  mifapprehended  me,  as  to  conceive  that 
‘  I  intended  to  rnftfl  on  the  fuf pending  Claufe  in  this 
r  dangerous  Situation  of  Affairs,  which  the  Words  of 
;  my  MelTage  do  in  no  wife  import ,  and  that  upon  the 
1  whole,  you  refufe  to  accede  to  the  reafonable  Mea- 
1  fures  I  propofed.’ — Proceeding  then  to  Rider's  Opi- 

Inion  ;  he  would  not  allow,  it  regarded  only  common 
and  ordinary  Emiffions :  Said,  that  if  Governor 
Thomas  was  never  cenfured  for  difpenfing  with  the  In- 
ftrudion,  it  was  becaufe  the  Tranfadnon  itfelf  had  never 
'been  made  knozvn  to  his  Majefty  or  his  Minifters :  That 
the  Fad:  mentioned  by  them,  relating  to  the  Cafe  laid 
Iby  the  Lords  of  Trade  before  the  Attorney  and  Soli¬ 
citor-General,  was  quite  unknown  to  him  :  that, 
however,  when  they  fhould  report  their  Opinion,  and 
his  Majefty  fhould  think  fit  to  ifiue  different  Inftruc- 
jtions,  he  fhould  endeavour  to  pay  the  proper  Obedi¬ 
ence  :  That  the  Debates  in  Parliament,  &c.  had  little 
Connednon  with  the  Matier  then  before  them :  That 
tho*  the  Parliament  did  not  agree  to  give  a  general 
Sandion  to  all  Inftrud;ions  from  his  Majefty,  yet  the 

la- 
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Inftrudliori  in  queftion  having  been  the  Refult  of  Ad~ 
dreffes  from  both  Houfes,  it  could  not  be  doubted  but 
they  would  fupport  their  own  Aft:  That  h  z  joined 
with  them  in  Opinion,  that  the  only  Method  to  have 
the  Validity  and  Force  of  the  fame  finally  determined 
would  be  by  an  Application  to  his  Majefty  *,  and  was 
dcjirous  they  fhould  lay  the  whole  Affair  before  his  Ma¬ 
jefty ’s  Miniflers  :  That  being,  as  he  was,  in  a  great 
Meafure  a  Stranger  to  their  Conftitution,  the  Pro • 
primaries  Inftru&ions  were  quite  necefiary  to  him : 
That  thofe  he  had  received  from  them,  were  fo  per¬ 
fectly  calculated  to  promote  and  J'ecure  the  Happinefs  of 
the  Province,  and  fo  reafonable  in  themfelves,  that  they 
required  nothing  of  him,  but  what  he  fhould  have 
thought  it  his  Duty  to  do  without  them  :  That  tho’ 
he  did  not  think  it  quite  decent,  and  he  believed  un* 
precedented,  for  a  Governor  to  be  called  upon  for  a 
Sight  of  his  Inftru&ions,  he  would  neverthelefs  com¬ 
municate  them  to  the  Houfe  whenever  the  public  Ser¬ 
vice  fhould  require  it :  That,  accordingly,  he  took  that 
Opportunity,  to  acquaint  them,  that  he  had  it  in 
Charge  from  the  Proprietaries ,  to  recommend  to  them 
in  the  moft  pre fling  Manner,  to  provide  with  all  ima¬ 
ginable  Difpatch  for  the  Defence  and  Safety  of  the 
Province,  not  only  by  affording  fuch  Aids  as  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  from  Time  to  Time  fhould  require,  but  by  efta- 
blithing  a  regular  Militia,  providing  Arms  and  Stores 
of  War,  and  building  proper  Magazines  j  all  to -be 
done  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  to  be  leaft  burdenfome  to 
the  Inhabitants,  and  particularly  fo,  as  not  to  oblige 
any  to  bear  Arms  who  were  or  might  be  confcienti- 
oufl-y  fcrupulous  againfl  it :  That  he  required  this,  in 
Purl’uance  of  the  Proprietaries  Inftru&ions  j  and  that 
he  was  the  more  urgent  in  it,  becaufe  the  Province 
never  had  been  in  more  imminent  Danger  than  it  was 
at  that  Time  :  That  being  to  give  true  and  exa&  Ac¬ 
counts  of  the  State  of  the  Province  to  his  Majefty 
and  his  Minifters,  as  well  as  to  the  Proprietaries ,  hede- 
fired  a  clear  and  determinate  Anfwer  to  this  Point,  that 

he 
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!  he  might  be  able  to  lay  the  fame  before  his  Majefty  in 
fuch  a  Manner  as  might  make  the  Interpofition  of  Par¬ 
liament  unneceffary :  That  he  was  really  concerned  to 
I  find,  that  inftead  of  providing  for  the  Articles  re¬ 
commended  to  them  by  his  Majefty,  in  a  Manner  a- 
jgreeable  to  his  royal  Directions  [It  has  been  already  ob¬ 
served ,  that  no  Manner  had  been ,  or  could  be ,  with 
Propriety ,  direited  by  the  King ]  they  infifted  on  his 
palling  the  Bill,  in  the  Shape  they  had  fent  it  up  ;  tho* 
before  inform’d  he  could  not  do  it  :  That  he  then 
;again  allured  them,  he  would  not  aflent  to  that  or  any 
other  Bill  for  emitting  Paper-Money,  but  upon  the 
Terms  above-mentioned  : — He  alfo  took  Occafion  to 
add  among  other  Things,  that  this  Difpute  fo  long 
depending,  might  certainly  have  received  his  Maj .fly’s 
|Determination  long  ago,  had  they  applied  for  it. 

[ Which ,  by  the  Way ,  might  have  been  retorted  with  e- 
\qual  Truth  on  the  Proprietaries] — That,  were  there  no- 
other  Method  of  railing  Money  for  the  prefent  Ser¬ 
vice,  but  that  by  them  propofed  and  infifted  upon, 
'their  Conduit  might  have  appeared  in  a  more  favou¬ 
rable  Light :  But  that  as  they  had,  or  ought  to  have 
had  in  Bank,  by  the  Laws  in  being,  14,  or  15,000  L 
together  with  a  Revenue  of  7,000  /.  a  Year  ;  as  the 
(City  and  Province  were  in  rich  and  flourilhing  Circum- 
!  fiances,  the  People  numerous,  and  burdened  with 
none  or  very  trifling  Taxes,  he  could  not  content  to 
pafs  the  Bill  propofed  ;  it  being  ( Paid  he)  a  dire  It  Breach 
of  a  royal  InjlruCiion  intended  to  enforce  an  Ail  of 
Parliament  of  the  fixth  of  CK  Anne,  which  [whether 
Ail  or  Inftruilions  is  doubtful]  they  knew  had  been 
fhamefully  flighted  and  difregarded  in  this  and  the 
neighbouring  Provinces.  ‘  Upon  the  whole,  con- 
6  tiriued  he,  you  will  confider,  Gentlemen,  in  what 

*  Light  you  will  appear  to  his  Majefty  and  a  Britifh 
4  Parliament,  who  are  expending  great  Sums  of  Money 

*  for  the  Defence  of  thefe  Colonies,  while  you,  the 
4  very  Province  moll  concerned  as  being  invaded,  in- 
4  Head  of  contributing  towards  your  own  Defence,  are 
4  entering  into  an  ill  timed  Controverfy  concerning 

4  the 
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*  the  Validity  of  royal  Inftrudtions,  which  might  have 
‘  been  determined  long  ago,  and  may  be  delay’d  to  a 
‘  more  convenient  Time,  without  any  the  leaft  Injury 
4  to  the  Rights  of  the  People.— —Let  me  therefore, 
c  Gentlemen,  once  more  recommend  the  prefent  un- 
c  happy  Circumftances  of  this  Country  to  your  moil 
‘  lerious  Confideration  ;  and  entreat  you  to  lay  afide 
4  (for  the  prefent  at  leaft)  every  Thing  that  may  ad- 

*  mit  of  any  Difpute,  and  enter  heartily  into  fuch 
‘  Meafures  as  may  beft  anfwer  the  public  Expedla- 
4>  tions,  and  affift  his  Majefty  in  the  Meafures  he  has 
4  concerted,  and  is  carrying  into  Execution,  for  the 
4  Prefervation  of  this  Country.’ 

The  Aflemb'y  again,  as  if  to  give  the  Governor 
Time  for  fecond  Thoughts,  fent  him  up  the  Reply 
that  follows. 

c  Before  we  enter  upon  the  Confideration  ef  the 
4  other  Parts  of  the  Governor’s  Meftage  of  the  24th 
4  Inftant,  we  mull  acknowledge  ourlelves  engaged 
4  to  return  him  our  hearty  Thanks  for  informing  us, 

4  that,  ct  as  he  was  in  a  great  Meafure  a  Stranger  to 
4  our  Conftitution,  and,  to  be  fo  highly  entrufted  by 
4  the  Proprietaries,  it  feemed  quite  neceflary  he  fhould 
c  receive  Inftrudtions  from  them. — And  notwithftand- 
4  ing  he  may  think  it  not  quite  decent,  or  may  be- 

*  lieve  it  unprecedented  for  a  Governor  to  be  called 

*  upon  for  a  Sight  of  his  Inftrudlions,  yet  he  will 
4  communicate  them  to  the  Houfe  whenever  the  pub- 
4  lie  Service  fhall  require  it.” — In  return  to  this  can- 
4  did  Declaration,  and  the  Ajfurance  he  is  pleafed  to 
4  give  us,  as  well  as  the  ready  furnilhing  us  with  other 
4  Parts  of  thofe  Inftructions,  we  beg  Leave  to  inform 
4  the  Governor,  that  we  not  only  apprehend  it  the 
4  undoubted  Right  of  a  BritiJJo  Parliament  to  addrefs 
4  the  Crown  for  fuch  Information  as  they  judge  abfo- 

4  lutely  neceilary  to  their  Deliberations ;  but  alfo,  | 
4  that  the  Proprietary  Inftrudions  to  our  former  Go- 
4  vernors,  have  been  repeatedly  laid  before  the  Af- 
4  fembiies  of  this  Province.* 
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Here  certain  Inftances  were  recited  :  And  the  Se¬ 
quel  was  in  thefe  Words.  4  We  therefore,  under  thefe 
»  Confiderations,  and  for  that  we  are  of  Opinion 
i  4  thofe  Proprietary  Inftrudlions,  which  the  Governor 
‘  is  pleafed  to  inform  us  our  Proprietaries  gave  him 
| 4  on  their  appointing  and  entrufting  him  with  this  Go- 
c  vernment,  are  the  principal ,  if  not  the  foie ,  Ob- 
4  ftructions  to  the  palling  our  Bill  for  granting  Twenty 
4  ^houf and  Pounds  for  the  King’s  Ufe  ;  and  alfo,  for 
4  that  whatever  Bills  we  might  prepare  for  this,  or 
4  any  other  Purpofe,  after  all  the  Expence  to  the 
4  Country,  and  after  all  our  Pains  in  framing  them, 

I  4  would  be  liable  to  the  fame  .Difficulties,  unlefs  we 
4  could  know  what  thofe  Proprietary  Inftruftions  are. 
4  We  fay,  under  thefe  Confiderations,  and  from  the 
4  Regard  our  Governor  is  pleafed  to  exprefs  for  our 
4  Charter,  and  our  Liberties,  we  earnelfly  Requeft 
4  he  would  now  candidly  communicate  thofe  Inftruc- 
4  tions  to  us,  as  the  Time  when  44  the  public  Service 
44  requires  it,”  in  the  moft  particular  Manner  :  For, 
4  as  we  are  now  under  an  abfolute  Neceffity  of  ad- 
4  dreffing  the  Crown,  in  Support  of  our  civil  and 
4  religious  Liberties,  in  which  we  have  the  Pleafure  of 
4  the  Governor’s  Concurrence,  and  indeed  his  Defire 
4  that  we  fhould  apply  to  his  Majefty  on  this  Occa- 
4  fion,  we  mud,  in  Jufticeto  ourfelves,  and  in  Dif- 
} 4  charge  of  the  Duty  we  owe  to  thofe  we  reprefent, 
4  make  thofe  Proprietary  Inftrudtions,  and  the  Force 
4  and  Validity  of  them,  the  great  End  of  our  hilm- 
4  ble  Petition  to  the  Crown  at  this  1  ime,  unlefs 
4  the  Governor  fhall  be  pleafed  to  convince  us  to  the 
4  contrary.’ 

It  was  not  till  the  fourth  Day  after  this  MefTage  was 
prefented,  that  the  Governor  rejoined  •,  during  which 
Interval  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Sefiion  feems  to  have  been 
wholly  at  a  Stand  ;  and  the  Language  he  then  ufed 
was  to  the  following  Effect.  44  That  tho’  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  had  a  Right  to  addrefs  the  Crown  for 
Information,  and  former  Governors  had  occafionally 
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laid  particular  Inflections  before  the  Affemblies,  he 
did  not  think  Affemblies  had  a  Right  to  have  them 
all  laid  before  them  upon  Demand  ;  and  was  ftill  of 
Opinion,  that  their  Application  for  that  Purpofe, 
was  irregular  and  unprecedented  :  That  it  was  true, 
he  had  Proprietary  Inftru&ions  as  all  other  Governors 
had  had  ;  but  that  he  [who  it  feems  was  to  be  the  only 
Judge]  could  not  think  it  /^forhis  Majefty’s  Service 
or  the  Intereft  of  the  Province  to  communicate  them 
farther  than  he  had  already  done  •,  efpecially  as  they 
claimed  it  as  a  Right,  and  feemed  induftrioufly  to 
feek  frefh  Matter  of  Difpute  about  them,  when  the 
public  Service  required  they  fhould  be  otherwife  em¬ 
ployed,  when  they  expreffed  fo  great  a  Diflike  to  them, 
and  when  they  had  avowed  a  Purpofe  of  making  the 
Force  and  Validity  of  them,  the  great  End  of  their 
Petition  to  the  Crown,  and  all  this  without  fo  much 
as  knowing,  except  in  what  related  to  a  Militia,  &c. 
what  thofe  Inftrudtions  were  :  That,  having  afligned 
the  Royal  Inftrudtion,  and  the  Attorney  General’s  O- 
pinion  upon  it,  as  his  Reafons  for  not  agreeing  to 
their  Bill  for  ftriking  40,000  /.  he  fhould  be  glad  to 
know  upon  what  Information ,  they  had  given  it  as 
their  Opinion,  that  Proprietary  Inflrudtions  had  been 
the  principal  if  not  the  foie  Diredtors  of  his  Condudt, 
or  had  become  fo  intimately  acquainted  with  his  pri¬ 
vate  Sentiments,  as  to  know.  That  when  he  faid  one 
Thing  he  meant  another  :  That  he  had  been,  and  ftill 
was,  defirous,  They  fhould  apply  to  the  Crown  for 
a  Determination  of  the  Difpute  between  them  :  But 
that  as  he  did  not  know  the  civil  or  religious  Liberties 
of  the  People  were  invaded  by  the  Inftrudtion 
which  gave  Rife  to  it,  he  could  have  no  Intention 
to  confent  to  an  Application  in  Support  of  them  :  That 
an  Invafion  of  the  civil  and  religious  Liberty  of  a 
People,  was  to  be  reckoned  among  the  worft  of 
Crimes,  and  was  then  moft  aggravated  when  commit¬ 
ted  by  thofe  who  were  bound  both  by  their  Oaths  and 
their  Duty,  to  preferve  thofe  Bleffmgs  and  protedl  the 
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People  in  the  Enjoyment  of  them :  That  his  facred 
1  Majefty,  who  had  fo  long  and  fo  happily  governed 
his  People  upon  conftitutional  Principles  only,  dif- 
dained  a  Thought  of  doing  or  approving  any  Thing 
that  was  otherwife  :  That  a  Britift  Parliament  would 
!  never  elteem  a  Royal  Inftrudtion,  iffued  at  their  own 
Requeft,  and  intended  to  enforce  a  good  and  whole- 
fome  Law,  in  the  lead  deftruftivecf  the  civil  and  re¬ 
ligious  Liberties  of  any  Part  of  his  Majefty’s  Subjects, 
whatever  they,  the  Reprefentatives  of  Penfylvania , 
might  do  :  That  it  gave  him  particular  Concern,  that 
they  fhould  purpofely  enter  into  aDifpute  about  that 
InftruSHon,  and  c’nufe  to  publifh  fuch  Sentiments  of  his 
Majefty’s  Government ,  at  a  Time,  like  That,  when  a 
French  Army  were  fortifying  themfelves  in  their  Coun¬ 
try  :  That  he  earneftly  recommended  to  them  to  con¬ 
fer,  whether  fuch  Expreffions  might  not  have  a  Ten¬ 
dency  to  alienate  the  Affections  of  the  People  from 
nis  Majefty’s  Perfon  and  Government ,  and  thereby 
greatly  obftrudt  the  Meafures  he  was  taking  at  a  vajl 
Expence ,  for  the  Prefervation  and  Prote&ion  of  his 
Subjects  on  that  Continent :  That  he  had  lately  re¬ 
ceived  Intelligence  that  Six  thoufandof  the  beft  Troops 
>f  France  were  actually  arrived  at  the  lower  Fort  on 
he  Ohio ,  and  were  there  employed  in  fortifying  the 
pountry  :  That  this  ought  to  convince  them,  France 
lad  formed  fome  grand  Defign  on  that  Continent,  and 
jhat  as  they  had  made  their  firft  Attack  upon  Penfyl- 
\>ania,  as  the  moll  plentiful  and  moft  defencelefs  Part 
if  his  Majefty’s  Dominions,  fo  in  a  particular  Man* 
er,  it  behoved  them  to  exert  themfelves  according¬ 
ly  •  And  that  he  muft,  therefore,  intreat  them  once 
acre,  to  wave  all  Difputes  till  a  more  favourable  Sea- 
an,  to  confider  ferioufly  the  Dangers  their  Country 
iras  expofed  to,  and  not  only  grant  the  Supplies  re¬ 
tired,  but  enable  him  to  raife  a  confiderable  Body  of 
den,  to  be  employed  in  Conjunction  with  his  Majefty’s 
ropps,  eftablifh  a  regular  Militia,  provide  the  ne- 
pifary  Stores  of  War,  Sec.  that  the  Province  for 
iVant  of  Difcipline  might  no  longer  be  left  an  eafy 
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Prey  to  a  much  weaker  Body  of  Men,  than  were  ther 
encamped  within  a  few  Days  of  this  City.” 

How  grofly  uncandid  and  clumfily  crafty  thi: 
Rhapfody  was,  appears  at  the  firft  Glance  j  and  its 
Operation  could  not  but  be  fuitable  to  its  Con' 

tents.  _ 

In  fliort :  The  Affembly,  upon  the  fecond  Reading: 

of  this  and  his  former  Meffage,  obferving,  I  hat  the 
Governor  called  upon  them  to  fhew,  upon  what  In¬ 
formation  they  founded  their  Opinion,  that  he  wa: 
reftrained  by  Proprietary  Injlruclions  from  palling  thei 
Bill,  had  Recourle  to  their  former  Proceedings  in  re 
lation  to  the  Proprietaries  bearing  a  proportionable 
Part  of  the  Expences  incurred  on  Indian  Affairs ;  ant 
the  whole  having  been  read  and  duly  confidered,  upoi 
the  Iffue  made  the  following  Order,  To  wit. 

c  That  the  Reprefentation  from  the  Affembly  t« 

4  the  Proprietaries  in  1751,  the  Proprietdries  Anfwe 
‘  thereto  laid  before  the  Houfe  in  May  1753,  and  th 
4  Report  of  a  Committee  of  Affembly  at  that  Tim 
4  on  the  faid  Anfwer  (neither  of  which  have  as  yet  bee 
4  made  publick )  be  now  printed  with  the  Minutes  0 
4  this  Sitting.’ — And  they  were  printed  accordingly.- 
So  that  the  whole  Province  had  now  for  the  firft  Tim 
the  whole  Cafe  before  their  Eyes,  and  could  not  help 
being  convinced  by  thele  emphatical  Words,  in  Claui 
14,  of  the  Proprietary  Anfwer,  before  pointed  out 
4  Efpeciaily  if  WE  fhall  be  induced,  from  the  Stat 
4  of  your  Trade,  to  consent  to  an  Increafe  of  you 
4  Paper-Currency,’  that  Proprietary  not  Royal  In( 
ftrudbions  were  indeed  the  only  Obftacle  to  the  publi 
Service.  • 

But  we  anticipate — The  Affembly  did  not  fto 
here  ;  but  unanimoufly  came  to  fuch  Refolutions  an 
grafted  fuch  an  Addrefs  upon  them,  as,  notwithftanc 
ing  fome  few  Inaccuracies,  muft  ever  do  as  muc. 
Honour  to  their  Underftandings  as  Juftice  to  the: 
Caufe,  and  the  noble  Principles  it  was  founde 
upon. 

Wit 
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With  a  Reference  to  the  Conduft  of  their  Predecef- 
rors  in  former  Affemblies,  and  the  Succefs  of  che'W 
loneft  Endeavours  for  continuing  to  them  the  inva* 
uable  BlelTings  they  enjoyed  under  their  Charters ,  de¬ 
rived  from  the  Royal  Clemency  and  Goodnefs,  and  the 
![uftice  and  Benevolence  of  their  Founder,  they  fee 
put  •,  and  declared  themfelves  fufhciently  animated  by- 
heir  Examples  to  purfue  faithfully  the  fame  Path 
vhich  they  had  trod  before  them. 

Having  then  glanced  at  the  Governor’s  Evafion  of 
lis  Promife  concerning  his  Proprietary  Inllruftions, 
ind  the  Papers  which  had  palled  between  the  Propri¬ 
etaries  and  the  Aflembly,  as  the  Ground  of  their  Pro¬ 
ceedings,  they  inferted  the  unanimous  Refolutions  they 
lad  come  to,  which  were  as  follow,  viz. 

4  That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Houfe,  that  the 
late  Governor,  who  was,  we  prefume,  as  much 
'  bound  by  the  additional  Inftruftion  to  Col.  Phomas, 

'  in  1740,  as  our  prefent  Governor  is  or  can  be,  has 
clearly  admitted  in  his  Reafonings  with  our  lad  Af- 
fembly,  “  That  it  was  an  Abfurdity  too  glaring, 

| 4  to  fuppofe  that  any  Government  would  voluntarily 
c  tie  up  the  Hands  of  its  Subjects  from  ferving  it  by 
fuch  Means  as  they  are  able  in  Cafes  of  great  Emer- 
‘  gency  j”  and  that  Col.  Phomas ,  in  palling  the  Aft 
•  lor  granting  5000/.  for  the  King’s  Life  in  the  Year 
:  1746,  by  extending  the  Excife  Aft  for  ten  Years, 

‘  was  fo  far  from  afting  contrary  to  the  Inftruftion  he 
1  had  received  from  the  Lords  Juflices  in  1740,  that 
“  the' very  contrary  was  evident  j”  and  that  the  faid 
'  Inftruftion  was  not  binding  upon  him  from  pafiing 
1  a  Bill  in  Cafes  of  great  Emergency,  of  the  fame 
;  Tenor  with  our  Bill  for  granting  20,000 /.  for  the 
;  King’s  Ufe,  which  our  Governor  has  now  been 
c  pleafed  to  refufe  his  Aflent  to. 

4  That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Houfe,  That  the 
4  Governor  is  undoubtedly  bound  by  Proprietary.  In- 
‘  ftr.uftions,  and  that  they  may  be,  and  we  believe 
4  they  really  are,  or  fome  of  them  are,  fuch  as,  inde- 
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e  pendent  of  the  Royal  Inftrudion,  limit  or  reftrato 
‘  him  from  paffing  Ads,  which,  by  the  Royal  and  j 
‘  Provincial  Charters,  we  have  an  undoubted  Right 
‘  to  offer,  and  by  which  he  has,  or  ought  to  have,  fuU 
‘  Powers  to  give  his  Affent  to,  as  Governor  of  this 
6  Province. 

‘  That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Houfe,  That  thefe 

*  Proprietary  Inftrudions,  or  fome  one  or  more  of 
‘  them,  is,  or  are,  the  principal ,  if  not  the  foie , 

‘  Obftrudion  to  the  Paffing  our  Bill  for  granting 

*  20,000 /.  for  the  King’s  Ufe,  in  this  Time  of  im-  ] 
‘  minent  Danger  to  the  Britifh  Intereft  in  North,  I 

*  America — Adding,  4  May  it  pie  of e  the  Governor f\ 
1  Thefe  Refolutions,  which  are  forced  from  us,  we 

4  have  entered  into  with  the utmoft  Reludancy  j  and^ 
c  in  Support  of  them,  or  any  other  Part  of  our  pre- 
‘  fent  Condud,  we  conceive  it  our  indifpenfibleDuty  A 

*  to  condud  ourfelves  precifely  within  the  Bounds  of 

‘  Sincerity  and  fober  Reafun,  and  to  avoid  every  Things 
1  that  is  not  in  our  Opinion  neceffary  to  our  own  juft 
‘  Vindication.’ 

Yet  more  to  manifeft  their  Ingenuity,  they  de-:i 
dared,  in  the  next  Place,  their  Readinefs  to  retraB 
the  Whole  or  any  Pait  of  thefe  Refolves,  on  being 
convinced  by  a  Sight  of  the  Governor’s  Proprietary 
Inftrudions,  which  it  was  ftiil  in  his  Power  to  com-i 
municate,  that  they  had  entertained  a  wrong  Opinion  i 
of  them  :  But  then,  till  that  fhould  be  the  Cafe,  they  ! 
prefumed  the  Governor  himfelf  could  not  but  allow, 
That  they  had  good  Reafon  to  fay,  They  were  under  ij 
a  Neceffty  of  making  their  humble  Application  to  the! 
Crown  in  Support  of  their  Civil  and  Religious  Liberties', 
and  to  think,  as  it  was  mold  natural  they  fhould, 
That,  if  this  could  have  been  done,  it  would  have 
been  done  •,  as  alfo,  that  the  Governor,  at  their  Re- 
queft,  would  have  concurred  with  them  in  an  Addrefs 
to  the  Proprietaries  in  Support  of  their  Charter ,  as  it, 
regarded  the  Royal  InflruEHons  only  :  And  that,  on  the 
contrary,  as  Circumftances  were,  r heir  Apprehenfions 
of  the  Proprietary  Inftrudions,  and  the  Operation  of 

them, 
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them,  in  defeating  the  Bill  by  which  they  propofed  to 
demonftrate  their  Readinefs  and  Cheerfulnefs  in  an- 
fwering  all  the  reafonable  Expectations  of  the  Crown, 
could  not  but  be  well  grounded :  So  that  it  was  with 
extreme  Concern,  they  found  their  Governor,  who 
was,  or  ought  to  be,  fet  over  them  for  their  Protec¬ 
tion,  endeavouring  to  reprefent  them  in  a  Light  they 
detefted  and  abhorred. 

‘  The  Governor  is  but  in  the  Beginning  of  his  Ad- 
4  miniftration,*  faid  they,  4  and  if,  when  he  received 

*  the  Proprietaries  Commiffion,  he  was,  44  in  a  great 
44  Meafure,  a  Stranger  to  our  Conftitution,”  we  ap- 
c  prehend  he  ftill  continues  a  Stranger  not  only  to  our 
4  Conftitution,  but  to  the  Inhabitants,  if  he  does  not 
4  certainly  know,  that  the  King  has  not  a  more  loyal 
4  People  among  all  his  Subjects,  than  the  Inhabitants 
c  are,  and  have  ever  been,  fince  the  firft  Settlement 
4  of  this  Province*,  neverthelefs,  they  aie  convinced 
4  they  ought  not  to  be  governed  by  Proprietary  In- 
c  ftrudtions  in  Opposition  to  their  Charter,  which  is, 

4  in  our  Opinion,  the  Foundation  and  Sandtion  of 
4  our  Civil  and  Religious  Liberties;  and  efpecially  if 

*  thefe  Inftrudtions  muft  be  fecreted  from  them,  and 

*  by  that  Means  the  whole  Country  left  without  any 
4  known  Rule  of  their  Condudt.  And  it  furprizes  us 
4  extreamly,  that  a  Requeft  of  this  Houfe,  refpedt- 
‘  fully  addrelfed  to  the  Governor,  that  he  would  be 
4  pleafed  to  lay  before  us  thofe  Inftrudtions,  or  fuch 
4  Part  of  them  as  might  relate  to  the  immediate 
4  Service  of  the  Crown,  and  to  the  Pref^rvation  of  this 
4  his  Majefty’s  Colony,  in  order  that  we  might  examine 
4  how  far  they  interfered  with  that  Allegiance  the 
4  Proprietaries  themlelves,  and  all  of  us,  owe  to  the 
4  Crown,  or  with  the  Privileges  granted  by  our  Char- 
4  ters,  fhould  be  reprefented  by  our  Governor  as  an 
4  Adt  that  44  might  have  a  Tendency  to  alienate  the 
44  Affedlions  of  the  People  of  this  Province  from  his 
44  Majefty’s  Perfon  and  Government,  and  thereby 
^4  greatly  obftrudt  the  Meafures  he  is  taking,  at  a  vaft^ 
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“  Expence,  for  the  Prefervation  and  Protection  of 
“  his  Subjects  upon  this  Continent.”  That  thus  i 
s  contending  for  the  Rights  granted  us  by  the  Royal 
‘  Charter,  which  is  the  known  Rule  of  our  Con- 
‘  duCl,  fhould  have  a  Tendency  of  that  Kind,  under  \ 
‘  a  King,  who  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  declare,  1 
ci  That  nothing  in  this  World  can  give  him  fo  much 
“  Pleafure  as  to  fee  his  Subjects  a  fiourifhing  and 
“  happy  People,”  is  fo  foreign  from  our  Thoughts,  , 
*  and  we  truft  will  be  fo  foreign  to  every  impartial  j 
<  Continuation,  that  we  may  fafely  leave  it  without 
4  any  further  Remarks  of  our  own.  But  if  it  fhould 
4  have  a  Tendency  to  alienate  the  Affections  of  the 
4  People  from  being  bound  by  private  Proprietary  In- 
4  ftruCtions,  the  Blame  is  not  with  us,  who  have 
4  never  been  confuted  upon  them  ;  and  if  we  had 
4  been  confulted,  fhould  have  thought  ourfelves  J 
4  obliged  to  declare,  that  we  have  a  great  Diflike  to 
4  Proprietary  InftruCtions,  and  that  fo  far  as  they  are 
4  againft  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  or  an  In- 
4  fringement  of  our  Charter,  they  are  illegal  and 
44  void  in  themfelves.” 

They  then  cite  Sir  William  Keith’s  Declarations  con¬ 
cerning  Proprietary'  InftruCtions  before  inferted  •,  and 
at  the  fame  Time  intimate,  that  he  was  the  fir  ft  Go¬ 
vernor  who  gave  Bond  for  the  Performance  of  them.— 

Jn  Anfwer  to  that  Part  of  the  Proprietary  InftruCtions 
which  the  Governor  had  lo  chearfully  laid  before  them, 
concerning  a  Militia,  Cfr.  they  begged  Leave  to  fay, 

4  Tnat,  as  it  requires  Money  to  be  levied  upon  the 
4  People  for  providing  Arms  and  Stores  of  War,  and 
building  Magazines,  we  are  of  Opinion  it  may  be 
Time  enough  to  deliberate  upon  it,  when  we  are  in- 
4  formed  how  far  he  is  at  Liberty  by  his  InftruCtions 
4  to  pafs  our  Bills ;  and  whether  himlelf,  or  the  Re- 
pi  efentatives  of  the  People,  are  the  proper  Judges  j ; 
of  the  Manner  of  railing  fuch  Monies.  And  when 
thefe  our  Civil  and  Religious  Rights  are  fecured, 

4  we  cannot  doubt  all  will  rife  up  as  one  Man  in  i'j 
f  Behalf  of  our  King,  our  Country,  and  our  Char-  [ 1 

‘  ters? 


Robert  H.  Morris,  Efq-  Dep.  Governor.  185 


*  ters,  according  to  our  feveral  Stations  and  Abi- 
4  lities/ 

Coming  then  to  the  Governor’s  State  of  tneir  Re- 
lj  venue,  they  {hew,  He  was  as  much  a  Stranger  to 'That 
as  to  the  People  and  the  Conftitution  •,  and,  that  in- 
Head  of  having  14  or  15,000 /.  in  Bank,  they  could 
not  have  above  7,000/.  as  alio,  That,  what  with  the 
I  very  large  Sums  they  had  paid  lor  the  Suppoit  of 
Government,  and  for  Indian  and  other  Expences, 

I  their  Treafury  and  Loan  Office  were  almoft  quite 
exhaufted. — After  which  they  proceed  as  follows : 

‘  But  admitting  the  Governor’s  Computation  in  all 
4  its  .Extent,  if  Twenty  CI hcufand  Pounds ,  as  he  is 
‘  pleafed  to  inform  us,  will  go  but  a  very  little  Way 
‘  toraife  and  maintain  fuch  Troops  as  he  may  think 
‘  neceflary,  and  without  which  we  had  better,  in  his 
‘  Opinion,  do  nothing  at  all,  how  can  the  inconfi- 
4  derable  Sum  we  have  any  Power  over,  anfwer  his 
‘  Demands,  though  we  ffiould  ruin  the  Perfons  now 
4  ou '(landing  in  our  Loan  Office,  by  the  immediate 
4  Sale  of  their  Lands?  We  are  unwilling  to  make 
4  any  further  Remarks  on  this  Head,  which  has,  we 
4  find,  been  heretofore  infilled  upon  by  our  late  Go- 
4  vernor,  but  carries  with  it,  as  we  conceive,  fuch 
4  Appearances  of  Severity,  without  anfwering  any 
4  good  Purpofe,  that  we  think  it  our  indifpenfible 
4  Duty  to  oppofe  it,  as  far  as  in  Juftice  we  may  ; 

4  and  now  more  efpecially,  when  we  have  offered  a 
4  Bill  which  would  raife  a  generous  Sum  of  Money 
4  immediately,  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Crown,  in  a  Man- 
4  ner  that  would  be  mbft  eafy  and  molt  agreeable  to 
4  us  all.  Whilft  we  are  upon  this  Article,  as  the  Go- 
4  vernor  muff  be  in  a  great  Meafure  a  Stranger  to  oik* 

4  Accounts,  we  take  the  Liberty  to  remark,  that  the 
4  Proprietary  Patents  make,  as  we  are  informed  by 
4  the  Trufiees,  near  one  Half  of  the  Mortgages  now 
4  outftanding.  Thefe,  after  paying  for  their  Lands 
4  out  of  the  Money  borrowed  from  the  Province,  are 
4  to  improve  them  with  the  Remainder,  if  any  ;  and 
4  as  they  mull;  have  Shelter  for  themPdves  at  lead, 

4  however 
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t  however  mean,  and  fome  Land  cleared  for  their 
‘  Subfiftence,  it  neceirarily  puts  them  in  Arrears,  let  . 
t  fhem  be  ever  fo  honeft  and  induftrious  ;  whilft  the 
Purchafes  ol  fuch  their  Lands  are  conftantly  com-  i 

*  Phed  wil:h  on  granting  the  Patents,  the  Bulk  of  i 
which,  we  prefume,  may  have  been  remitted  to  : 

‘  Great-Britain ,  and  makes  a.  very  fenfible  Diminution 
of  the  Silver  and  Gold  current  among  us :  So  that  all 
Ranks  of  People,  however  flouriffiing  the  Governor 

*  may  be  pleafed  to  reprefent  us,  complain  juftly  for 
‘  Want  of  a  due  Medium  to  carry  on  our  Trade: 

Bat  as  this  Enatuiry  is  not  immediately  before  us,  j 
‘  we  ^aI1  at  prefent  leave  it,  and  proceed  to  inform 
the  Governor  yet  farther,  that  his  Computation  of 
oui  annual  Income  is  alfo  too  high  ;  for  as  our  Ex-  ij 
6  cife,  communibus  Amis ,  yields  about  Three  Thoufand 
t  Pounds  (out  of  which  Five  Hundred  Pounds  is  yearly  i 

*  aPphec^  towards  finking  the  Sum  of  Five  Thoufand 
\  P°unds,  heretofore  granted  to  the  King’s  Ufe/  the 

Intereft  payable  into  the  Loan-Office  is  much  about 
1  the  fame  Sum:  And  his  Error  in  the  laft  Article, 
we  prefume,  might  arife,  upon  a  Suppofal  that 

*  our  whoIe  Principal  Sum  of  Eighty  Thoufand  Pounds 
‘  was  always  yielding  an  Intereft}  but  this  has  ever 
‘  been  found  impracticable,  as  confiderable  Sums 

muft  be  continually  changing  Hands,  by  Virtue  of 
■  our  re-emitting  ACts.  Befides  which,  the  Province 

*  j^as’  out  °*  that  Principal  Sum,  lent  confiderable  1 

Parts  of  it,  without  yielding  any  Intereft  at  all  •  ' 

and  particularly  a  Debt  from  the  City  of  Philadel-  $' 

*  phia,  ftill  due  upon  the  firft  and  fecond  Thirty  Thou-  1 

*  fond  Pounds  Adis,  long  fince  expired.  And,  until  !  ' 
that  is  in  our  Hands,  it  would  be  unjuft  to  com- 
pute  an  Intereft  arifing  from  it,  or  upbraid  us  1 

‘  w,th  1C’  as  Money  which  ought  to  have  been  in 

t  °U1  Hands  by  Law,  whilft  lome  may  think  we 

‘  iave  no  Power  to  fue  for  it  by  the  Laws  in 
6  Being.’ 

O 

Again  :  Concerning  the  Royal  Injintfiions ,  or  A<ft 
or  Q^Anne,  faid  to  have  been  Jk  am  fully  frighted  and 

difre- 
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tfifregarded  in  that  and  the  neighbouring  Provinces,  they 
argued  thus:—6  The  neighbouring  Provinces  muft  an- 
‘  fwer  for  themfelves ;  but,  fo  tar  a.s  regards  this  Co- 
6  lony,  we  find,  by  the  Votes  of  the  Houfe,  that  whilft 
4  Colonel  Thomas  had  the  Ad  before  him,  for  emitting 
‘  and  re-emitting  Eighty  Thoufand  Pounds ,  this  very 
«  Ad  of  the  Sixth  of  Queen  Anne  was  confidered, 
f  debated,  and  fo  fully  explained,  that  although  Ex- 
.  5  change  was  then  higher  than  at  this  Time,  he  (who 
I .  4  was  undoubtedly  under  the  fame  Oaths  and  Bonds 
‘  to  obferve  the  Ads  of  Trade  with  our  prelent  Go- 
4  vernor)  after  mature  Deliberation,  gave  his  Aflent 
4  to  that  Ad  on  the  Nineteenth  of  May ,  1 739; 

‘  which,  after  having  been  recommended  by  the 
4  Merchants  in  England  trading  to  this  Province,  as 
44  an  Ad  not  only  reafonable,  but  likewife  neceflfary 
44  for  carrying  on  the  Commerce  of  this  Country, 

|  4  the  King  was  pleafed  to  confirm  it  in  a  full  Council 
4  on  the  Twelfth  Day  of  May  following.  What  then 
4  the  Governor  does,  or  can  mean,  by  faying,  we 
4  know  that  this  Province  has  fhamefully  flighted  a 
4  Royal  Inftrudion,  intended  to  enforce  an  Ad  of 
4  the  Sixth  of  Queen  Anne,  is  what  we  are  entirely 
4  at  a  Lofs  to  imagine  ;  neither  can  we  conceive  any 
4  good  Reafon,  why  our  Governor  fhould  chufe  to 
4  call  our  Bill  for  granting  Twenty  Thoufand  Pounds 
4  for  the  King’s  Ule,  a  Bill  for  ftriking  Forty  Thoufand 
4  Pounds ,  without  any  further  Explanation,  though 
4  that  Bill  had  been  repeatedly  under  his  Confidera- 
4  tion.  It  would  be,  perhaps,  too  unkind  to  fup- 
4  pofe,  as  the  Bill  itfelf,  and  the  Contents  of  it,  would 
4  in  all  Probability  be  unknown  to  our  Superiors, 

4  further  than  the  Grant  to  the  Crown,  he  could 
4  have  the  lead  Intention  to  mifreprefent  the  Purport 
4  of  it,  and  for  this  Reafon  we  leave  it  entirely  to  his 
4  own  Refledion.  The  Title  of  that  Bill  is,  44  An 
4.4  Ad  for  ftriking  Forty  Thoufand  Pounds  in  Bills  of 
44  Credit,  and  for  granting  Twenty  Thoufand  Pounds 
44  thereof  to  the  King’s  Ule,  and  to  provide  a  Fund 

44  for 
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"  for.finking  the  fame  ;  and  for  applying  the  Re- 
„  to  the  Exchange  of  torn  and  ragged  Bills 

,  n<!|W1  currc,;t.ln  this  Province;”  and  the  Governor 
«  T';  “ows’  ‘t  adds  no  more  to  our  Paper  Currency 
,  ihan  the  vfr y  Twfnty  Thoufand  Pounds  granted  the 
.  ,  ng’r  and  ev“  that  #rtick  for  no  other  Reafon  titan 

«  t0  amw,er  ‘^mediate  Call  of  the  Crown,  and  to 
make  the  Grant  effectual.’ 

In  Anfwer  to  the  Governor’s  Aflertion,  That  the 
Rencb  were  already  in  Poffeffion  of  Part  of  their 
1  rovince,  they  mttance  the  Language  conftantly  ufed 

hisMaiS’^T  That  tlle  French  had  mvaded 

his  Majefty  s  Territories  m  Virginia ;  as  alfo  a  Map 
then  lym^before  them,  founded  on  Authorities  fupP 
piled  by  the  Board  of  Trade  and  their  own  Proprieta¬ 
ries,  wherein  every  Port  bulk  by  the  French  is  placed 
beyond  the  weftern  Boundaries  of  Penfylvanil,  and 
they  again  took  Refuge  behind  the  Cautions  fo  mi. 
nute  y  expreffed  and  flrongly  infilled  upon  in  the 

firft  Letter  from  the  Secretary’s  Office:  Urging  That 

while  the  two  Crowns  were  (till  in  a  State  of  Amity 

A  Tn  an  t.n°  g0od  PurPofe  to  contravene  thenf- 
And  that  the  K,ng  himfelf;  having  moll  gracioudy 
nterpofed,  it  would  be  more  prud?nt  and  becoS 

of  Ms  ow?  Dominions™0^  ^  °f  the  Li™ 

In  their  next  Sedtion,  they  difpute  the  Probability 
and  almofl  the  Poffibility  of  the  Arrival  of  fuch  a 
Body  as  6000  of  the  bed  Troops  of  France  at  the 

nor^In^0"  uPon  the 0/H  as  afferted  by  the  Gover- 

t  ^3t  fl,ch  Accoums  would  have  de- 

fromdO™°re  Crcdlt’  lf,  they  had  been  tranfmitted 
from  near  vyh.ch  they  muft  have  needfully 

pafled  ;  and  Irom  wnence  very  minute  Intelliience  was 
received  of  the  PalTage  of  thofe  forces  which  firft  laid 
the  Foundation  of  the  Enemy’s  Strength  upon  the 

dence!  Ve  ^  t0  reft  uPon  its  Evi- 


) 

i 


After 


Robert  H.  Morris,  Efq.  Dep.  Governor.  189  v 

After  this  referring  to  their  Difpute  with  Governor 
i  Hamilton ,  and  the  Information  they  gave  him  of  an 
I  Inftruftion  from  the  Crown,  not  to  pafs  any  private 
Aft,  or  Aft  of  Privilege  to  any  Individual,  without 
a  fufpending  Claufe,  which  had  never  been  inforced 
j  by  the  Proprietaries  or  obferved  by  any  Governor,  they 
I  plead  a  Neceffity  of  informing  the  Governor,  though 
with  great  Relu  ftance,  4  That,  in  the  Year  1735,  Go- 
I  4  vernor  Gordon  paffed  an  Aft  for  veiling  more  effec- 
4  tually  certain  Lands  in  George  M.  Call ,  in  direft 
«  Contradiftion  to  that  InfiruBion ,  without  the  lead 
4  Mention  of  a  Sujpending  Claufe.’ 

And  with  an  Elevation  of  Sentiment,  Stile  and 
j  Manner,  feldom  feen  in  publick  Papers,  they  finifh 
their  Reply  as  follows : 

4  As  we  have  Reafon  to. believe  the  Aflembly  was 
4  then  acquainted  with  that  Inftruftion,  and  as  the  Bill 
4  particularly  related  to  our  honourable  Proprietaries , 

4  our  iaft  Aflembly,  notwithftanding  the  indifcreet  Call 
4  upon  them,  contented  themfelves,  from  Motives  of 
4  Prudence  and  Moderation,  with  barely  pointing  out 
4  this  Tranfaftion,  in  Hopes  our  honourable  Proprie- 
4  taries  would  lee  themfelves  at  leaft  equally  concerned 
4  with  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People  both  in  Faft 
4  and  Right,  and  thereby  might  be  induced  to  join 
'  4  cordially  with  the  People  of  this  Province,  in  vindi- 
4  catino-  our  Charter  from  the  continual  Inf  ration  of 
4  fuch  \ftrutlions\  which,  if  they  mull  operate  in  the 
4  Manner  the  Governor  is  pleafed  to  contend  for,  and 
4  our  Proprietary  Inftrucf^ions  mull  be  binding  upon 
4  us  alfo,  the  Rights  derived  to  us  by  the  Royal  Char- 
4  ter. is  a  Name  only,  whrilft  the  very  Ejfence  of  it  is 
4  effectually  deftroyed  :  Under  the  Sanftion  of  which 
4  Charter,  a  fober,  induftrious  People,  without  any 
4  Charge  to  the  Crown  or  the  Proprietary ,  firft  fettled 
4  this  Wildernefs,  and  by  their  Frugality,  and  tne 
4  Equity  of  their  Laws,  laid  the  Foundation  o*  a 
4  flourifhing  Colony,  which  already,  within  the  ordi- 
4  nary  Life  of  a  Man,  has  made  a  confidcrable  Ad- 

4  dition  to  the  Dominions  of  the  Crown,  by  an  In- 
1  4  create 
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creafe  of  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjeds,  and  bears  no  1 
mean  Rank  in  contributing  to  the  Wealth  and  Trade 
4  of  our  Mother  Country. 

‘  Whether  the  above  Ad  for  granting  Five  Thoufand 
‘  Pounds  for  the  King’s  Ufe,  or  the  Ad  for  veiling 
Lands  in  George  McCall ,  were  ever  fent  home  for 
the  royal  Approbation,  very  little  concerns  us,  as 
‘  we  Prefume  the  Tranfmitting  our  Ads  is  theimme-  ; 
diate  Duty  of  our  Proprietaries,  or  theii*  Lieute¬ 
nants,  in  Purfuance  of  the  Royal  Charter ,  which  we  1 
look  upon  as  the  anterior  folemn  Royal  InJlrttHion ,  for 
the  Rule  of  their  Conduct,  as  well  as  of  our  own. 

Upon  the  whole;  from  what  we  have  faid,  we 
prefume  it  evidently  appears,  that  Proprietary  In- 
t  rtrudions  and  Reftridions  upon  their  Governors,  as 
’  theY  have  occafionally  been  made  a  Part  of  the  Pub- 
lick  Records  at  different  Times,  have  been  judged 
‘  and  refolved  by  our  Governor,  Council,  and  the  Re-  1 ' 
4  prefentatives  of  the  People,  either, 

1.  InconMent  with  the  legal  Prerogative  of 

4  the  Crown  fettled  by  Ad  of  Parliament. 

2.  Ora  pofitive  Breach  of  the  Charter  of  Privi- 


4  leges  to  the  People. 


3*  Or  abfurd  in  their  Conclufions,  and  there- 
4  fore  impradicable. 

4.  Or  void  in  themfelves. — Therefore, 

4  Whenever  the  Governor  fhall  be  pleafed  to  la'/ 
his  Proprietary  Inftrudions  before  us  for  our  Exa¬ 
mination,  and  if  then  they  fhould  appear  to  be  of 
the  fame  Kind  as  heretofore,  his  good  Judgment 
mould  lead  him  to  conclude,  that  fuch  “  Confi- 
derations  in  Life”  as  our  Allegiance  to  the  Crown, 

‘  or  the  immediate  Safety  of  the  Colony,  G?c.  arefuf- 
^cient  inducements  for  him  to  difobey  them*  not- 
withftanding  any  Penal  Bonds  to  the  contrary,  we 

c  r  IlChearfully  continue  ^  grant  fuch  further  Sum^ 
t  °.f  Money  for  the  King’s  Ufe,  as  the  CireumftanceS 
or  the  Country  may  bear,  and  in  a  Manner  we  judge 

leaft  Burthenfome  to  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Pro* 

4  vinceP 


1 


Laftly  : 
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Laftly :  That  they  might  be  able  to  fet  all  Impu¬ 
tation  and  Mifreprefentation  whatfoever  at  Defiance, 
they  applied  themfelves  to  find  out  fome  Expedient, 
by  which  the  Service  recommended  to  them  by  the 
Crown  might  be  promoted  as  far  as  in  them  lay,  even 
without  the  Concurrence  of  the  Governor,  in  Or¬ 
der  to  which,  having  thoroughly  weighed  the  Con¬ 
tents  of  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon’s  laft  Letter,  and  the  State 
of  the  Provincial  Treafury,  in  which  there  was  fcarce 
500/.  remaining,  they  unanimoufiy  refolved  to  raife 
Five  Thoufand  Pounds  on  the  Credit  of  the  Province, 
for  the  Accommodation  of  the  King’s  Troops;  and 
impowered  certain  Members  of  their  own  to  negotiate 
the  Loan,  and  allow  fuch  Intereft  as  Ihould  be  found 
neceffary. 

The  Controverfy,  however,  which  this  new  Go¬ 
vernor  had  been  fo  ingenious  as  to  work  up  to  fuch  a 
Pitch  in  fo  fliort  a  Time,  was  by  the  Continuance  of 
the  fame  Ingenuity,  to  be  ftill  continued  as  warm  as 
ever. 

Accordingly,  down  came  another  Meffage  from 
him,  in  which  he  complains  to  the  Affembly,  of  the 
very  great  Obfcurity ,  unneceffary  Repetitions,  and  un¬ 
meaning  Paragraphs  contained  in  their  laft  Perform¬ 
ance;  and  thro’  the  whole  manifefts  that  Spirit  of  Per- 
verfenefs,  which  is  but  too  prevalent  with  moft  Men 
on  the  like  Occafions.  Of  the  Inaccuracies  before 
acknowledged  in  that  Performance  (and  which  are 
!  perhaps  unavoidable  in  Pieces  drawn  up  from  a  Va¬ 
riety  of  Suggeftions,  and  lubjedl  to  a  Variety  of  Al¬ 
terations  and  Additions)  he  takes  all  the  Advantage 
he  can  ;  and  does  indeed  foul  the  Water,  though  he 
cannot  divert  the  Current. 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  wade  through  all  the  Minute- 
neffes  of  fo  tedious  a  Conteft  ;  and  Odds  if  the  Rea¬ 
der  did  not  leave  the  Writer  in  the  Midft  of  it. 

To  be  as  concife  as  poffible,  therefore;  his  Paper 
1  is  as  infidious  as  that  of  the  Affembly  was  candid  and 
open.  He  would  not  allow,  that  he  had  promifed 

them  a  Sight  of  his  Inftrudtions - -with  Regard  to 

their 
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their  Bill  for  granting  20,000 4  to  the  King;  which  I 
was  fo  far  true,  becaufe  he  could  have  none  regarding 
that  •particular  Meafure  :  He  would  not  allow,  that 
he  had  reprefented  their  Application  for  thofe  Inftruc-  I 
tons,  as  having  a  Tendency  to  alienate  the  /lffettions  : 
of  the  People  from  the  King  ;  which  was  alfo  true,  , 
becaufe  fuch  his  Reprefentation  had  been  confined  to 
the  Expreffions  they  had  made  Ufe  of,  concerning  the  : 
Invafion  of  their  civil  and  religious  Liberties  ;  the  laft 
of  which  is  indeed  no  otherwife  to  be  accounted  for,  : 
than  by  the  Demand  made  upon  them,  to  eftablifh  a 
Militia,  and  thereby  oblige  thofe  to  carry  Arms,  who 
made  it  a  Poinc  of  Conlcience,  to  difavow  Refiflance 
by  Force:  Thofe  Expreffions,  he  would  needs  have 
it,  had  the  Tendency  he  aferibed  to  them  ;  becaufe, 
he  very  well  knew  how  fond  the  People  were  of  their 
‘  Currency,  and  how  averfe  to  any  Repaint  upon  it.’ 
—He  endeavoured  to  embroil  them  with  the  Crown, 
for  having  called  the  Inftruffion  in  queftion,  an  Infrac¬ 
tion  of  the  Royal  Charter. - He  reproached  them  ji 

both  with  Ingratitude  and  Injuftice  for  being  pleafed 

to  be  angry  with  their  Proprietaries : - In  vindicat-  11 

ing  the  AffeThons  of  thofe  Gentlemen  to  the  Province, 
he  derived  his  Argument  from  their  Inter  eft  in  it; 
and  he  is  peremptory,  that,  inftead  of  entertaining 
Defigns  to  invade  the  juft  Rights  and  Privileges  of 
the  Inhabitants,  there  was  nothing  they  fo  much  de~ 

tefled  and  abhorred : - He  adhered  to  the  Refolution 

he  had  taken,  neverthtlefs,  not  to  lay  his  Inpuftions 
befoie  them  at  that  Time ;  being  fenfible  they  were  no 
way  neceffary,  and  that  the  AfTembiy,  having  already 
declared  them  deftru&ive  to  their  Liberties,  they  were 
not  in  a  proper  Temper  for  the  Ccnfideration  of  them  : 

- -To  ffiew  he  was  not  repained  by  Proprietary  In- 

ftructions  from  palling  Bills  for  the  Defence  of  the 
Country,  he  declares  himielf  ready  to  pafs  a  Law  for  | 
eftablifhing  a  Militia,  and  for  emitting  any  Sum 
in  Paper  Money,  on  Proprietary  Terms ;  that  is  to 
fay,  on  fuch  funds  as  might  fink  the  fame  in  five 
Years  — He  perfeverts  in  maintaining,  that  the  Acft 

of 
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of  the  Sixth  of  Queen  Anne  had  been  ftiamefullv 
fliohted  even  in  their  Province;  becaufe  Pieces  of 
Eight  were  then,  and  had  been  for  many  Years  pail, 
current  at  Seven  Shillings  and  Six  Pence ;  whereas, 
according  to  that  Afl,  they  Ihould  pafs  for  Six  Shil¬ 
lings  only  :  As  if  Money,  like  all  other  Commodities, 
would  not  find  and  fix  its  own  Value,  in  Spite  of  all 
the  Precautions  and  Provifiqns  the  \  *  it  ot  Man  could 
invent:— He  alfo  maintained,  That,  on  a  Re-Ex¬ 
amination  of  the  Provincial  Accounts,  their  Revenue 
was  7  <281/.  per  Annum,  clear  of  the  500/.  per  An¬ 
num  for  finking  the  5000/.  formerly  given  for  the 
King’s  Ufe;  and,  that  the  Sums  due,  and  which,  by 
the  Laws  in  being,  fhould  have  been  paid  in  the  Sep¬ 
tember  preceding,  amounted  at  lead  to  lA^poh 
He  averred  they  could  not  but  be  fcnuble  that  the 
20,000 /.  Currency  they  propofed  to  give,  and  call¬ 
ed  a  generous  Sum,  was  very  inefficient  to  anfwet 
the  Exigence,  and  that  it  was  not  Hvo  enC£p 
in  the  Pound,  upon  the  juft  and  real  Value  of 

i  theEftates  of  the  Province :  And,  in  fhort,  he  laid 

whatfoever  elfe  occurred  to  him,  which  could  lav  our 
his  Purpofeof  figuring  here  at  Home;  as  it  he  was 

!  in  all  Refpefts  right,  and  the  Affembly  in  all  Refpeas 


Argumentatively  then,  if  not  hiftoncally,  we  have 
now  the  Merits  of  the  Caft  before  us,  and  may  fafely 
pronounce.  That,  if  Inftrutliohs  may  or  can  be  con- 
ftrued  into  Laws,  Inftru&ions  are  then  of  more  Va¬ 
lue  than  Proclamations ,  which  do  not  pretend  to  any 
fuch  Authority. — That,  though  Grants  from  the 
Crown  are  in  the  firft  Inftance  Matter  ot  Grace, .  the 
Subject  may  claim  the  Benefit  of  them  as  Matter  of 
Right.— That  when  the  Prerogative  has  once  laid 
any  Reftraint  on  itfelf,  nothing  fhort  of  a  potmve 
Aft  of  Forfeiture,  or  Aft  of  Parliament,  can  autho¬ 
rize  any  Species  of  Refumption.—That  if  a  iabk- 
quent  InfirutVion  may  cancel  or  obviate  an  ortgma 
Grant,  Charters,  under  all  the  Sanctions  tat  - 
gative  can  give  them,  are  no  better  than 


194  dn  Hifiorical  REVIEW, ,  bcl 
—That  in  the  Charter  given  to  William  Penn ,  F.fq« 
and  folemnly  accepted  as  the  Bafis  of  Government 
by  his  Followers,  there  is  no  Referve  on  the  Behalf 
of  the  Crown  to  tie  up  the  Province  from  making 
the  fame  Ufe  of  its  Credit,  which  is  the  Privilege  5 
every  private  Subject.—' That,  notwithftanding  all 
the  pietended  Sacro-Sandtitude  of  an  Infiruftion ,  pro¬ 
bationary  at  fir  ft,  neither  renewed  or  referred  to  dire  ft.  1 
ly  or  indirectly,  by  his  Majefty  or  his  Minifters  after- 
wards,  and  virtually  difcharged  by  a  fubfequent  Adt 
of  Parliament,  which  exprefiy  reftrained  fome  Colo¬ 
nies,  and  confequently  left  the  Reft  in  Pofteffion  of 
tneir  antient  Liberty,  the  Governor  was  notorioufly 

ready  to  difpenfe  with  it  on  Proprietary  Terms _ That 

the  Difference  between  five  and  ten  Years  for  finkino. 
the  Bills  was  a  Point  in  which  the  national  Intereft 
had  no  Concern.— That  if  the  Eafiern  Colonies,  which 
were  thofe  reftrained  by  the  faid  Adt,  might,  never- 
t  helefs,  in  Cafe  of  Exigence,  make  new  Iftues  of  Pa¬ 
per-Money,  thofe  unrefirained  might  furely  do  the  l: 

t^e  ^a^e’  on  ^L1C^  Terms  and  after  fuch 
a  Mode  as  appeared  moft  reafonable  to  themfelves. 
—That,  according  to  all  the  Reprefentations  of  the 
Governor  to  the  Aflembly,  if  true,  the  Fate  of  the 
Province  it  not  of  the  Public,  depended  on  their  cfiv- 
ing  a  Supply,— That,  confequently,  no  Exigency  could 
be  more  preffing  than  the  prefent,  nor  Emiffion  of 
1  aper- Money  better  warranted. —And  that  he  could, 
neverchelefs,  leave  the  Province  expofed  to  all  the  Ca¬ 
lamities  which  that  Exigence  could  poffibly  brin^  up¬ 
on  it,  or  upon  the  Service  in  general,  rather  thanffive 
up  one  Proprietary  Item.— Whereas  the  Difficulty  im- 
pofed  upon  the  People  manifeftly  was,  either  to  be  a 
i  rey  to  their  Invaders ,  or  give  up  every  Privilege  1 
that  made  their  Country  worth  defending. — Which 
{hews,  in  the  fulleft,  cleared:  and  moft  unanfwerable  3 

iv  aiin^i,  t  at  all  /  7  Interpofition  between  the 

Sovereign  and  Subject  is  alike  injurious  to  both:  And 
tnat  the  Solecdm  of  an  Imperium  in  Imp erio.  could 
hardly  be  more  emphatically  iiluftrated. 

To 
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To  the  Crown,  under  this  Difficulty,  the  Affembly 
now  thought  it  high  Time  to  make  their  Appeal ;  in 
[humble  Confidence,  that  a  fair  and  modeft  State  of 
their  Cafe,  would  recommend  them  to  the  Royal  Pro- 
tedion,  and  fkreen  them  from  the  Malignity  of  their 
;  Adverfaries. 

That  the  Governor,  however,  might  not,  in  the 
mean  Time,  remain  ignorant  of  their  Sentiments, 
they  made  another  Application  to  him  by  Meffage; 
in  which  they  apprized  him  of  what  they  had  done, 
and  of  their  joining  I  due  with  him  in  fubmitting  their 
Caufe  to  his  Majefty’s  Decifion  ;  as  alfo,  of  their  In¬ 
clination  to  adjourn  till  May,  for  the  Sake  of  their 
own  private  Affairs,  to  relieve  the  Province  from  the 
i  Expence  they  fat  at,  and  fufpend  the  Uneafinefs 
which  a  Conteft,  like  to  be  endlefs,  and  in  which  they 
were  treated  with  fo  little  Decency,  had  given  to 
them.  And  having  thus,  as  they  obferved,  reduced 
|  what  immediately  soncerned  them,  within  a  narrow 
Compafs,  they  firft  declare,  it  was  hard  for  them  to 
conjedure,  how  the  Governor  came  by  his  Know- 
Jede  of  the  People’s  Fondnefs  of  their  Currency,  and 
i  Averfion  to  Restraints  on  that  Head  *,  feeing  they  had 
not  petitioned  for  any  Increafe  of  it,  nor  the  Affem- 
bly  offered  any  fuch  Bill,  during  his  Adminiftration, 

I  except  that  which  comprehended  the  Sum  given  for 
the  King’s  Ufe,  and  that  only  as  the  belt  Method 
1  they  could  devife  for  making  the  Grant  effedual : — 
j  On  the  Behalf  of  the  late  Affemblies,  they  next  infi- 
I  nuate,  that  when  they  did  offer  fuch  Bills  they  were 
but  for  a  very  moderate  Sum  ;  founded  on  minute 
Calculations  of  their  Trade*,  and  guarded  againft  the 
Danger  of  Depreciation,  by  fuch  Securities  as  long 
Experience  had  fhewn  to  be  effedual Proceeding 
|  then  to  the  Governor’s  Re-Affertion  concerning  the 
fhameful  Slights  put  on  the  Money-Ad  of  Queen 
Anne,  they  appeal  to  the  Teftimony  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  in  Favour  of  their  own  as  a  reafonable  Ad, 
and  the  Royal  Sandion  given  thereto,  by  which  it  is 
I  declared,  that  their  Provincial  Bills  of  Credit  are 

O  2  •  lawful 
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lawful  Money  of  America ,  according  to  the  faid  Ad  j 
ot  Q^Anne ;  as  alfo  to  the  Courfe  of  Exchange  ever  ( 
lince,  as  a  full  Confutation  of  his  Charge. — They 
farther  plead  a  Neceffity  to  differ  from  him  in  his 
State  ot  the  Publick  Money  ;  allure  him  the  Com¬ 
putations  he  relied  upon  were  made  without  Skill,  or 
a  fufficient  Knowledge  of  their  Laws  •,  adhere  to  the 
Juftice  and  Reditude  of  their  own  State  ;  maintain, 
that  by  the  Laws  in  Being,  700c/.  was  the  mofl  they 
had  Power  over  which  Sum,  fince  their  laft  Settle¬ 
ment,  had  been  greatly  reduced  by  the  very  heavy  I 
Charges  of  Government. — And,  having  recapitulated 
what  the  Governor  had  been  pleafed  to  fay  concern¬ 
ing  the  Infujficience  of  their  Grant,  &c.  conclude  in 
the  following  fpirited  Manner, 

4  What  the  Governor  may  think  fufficient,  is  as 
4  much  a  Myffery  to  us,  as  he  may  apprehend  his  I 
‘  Proprietary  Inftrudions  are  ;  but,  we  prefume,  it 
‘  may  be  fufficient  for  all  the  Purpofes  in  Sir  Thomas  J 
4  RobinfoAs  laft  Letter,  and  as  much  or  more  than, 

4  we  think,  can  be  reafonably  expeded  from  us.  How 
‘  the. Governor  became  lo  iuddenly  acquainted  with 
‘  the  real  Value  of  our  Eftates,  is  not  eafy  to  con- 
4  ceive ;  but  we  know  from  long  Experience,  hav- 
‘  ing  many  of  ns  received  our  Birth  in  this  Province, 

4  that  the  Inhabitants  are  not  generally  wealthy  or 
4  rich,  thoJ  we  believe  them  to  be,  in  the  main,  fru- 
4  gal  and  induftrious,  yet  it  is  evident  that  their 
4  Lands  are  greatly  encumbered  with  their  Debts  to 
4  the  Publick.  From  thefe  Confiderations,  we  are 
4  obliged  to  think  the  Governor’s  Effimation  of  our 
4  Wealth  is  undoubtedly  too  high,  unlefs  he  includes 
4  the  Value  of  the  Proprietary  Lands  ;  for,  by  the 
4  Report  of  a  Committee  of  Affiembly  in  Augujl , 

4  1752,  it  appears,  that  the  Taxables  of  this  Pro- 
4  vince  did  not  exceed  Twenty-two  Thoujand  ;  and 
4  the  Grant  we  have  offered  of  Twenty  thoufand 
4  Pounds ,  from  the  bed  Calculations  we  can  make, 

4  doth  at  leaff  amount  to  jive  Times  the  Sum  that 
4  hath  ever  been  raifed  by  a  Two-pemy  Tax  through 

4  this 
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this  Province.  As  we  think  the  Governor  can¬ 
not  be  a  competent  Judge  of  the  real  Value  of 
our  Eftates,  in  this  little  Time  of  his  Adminiftra- 
tion,  and  as  we  have  now  fubmitted  our  Caufe  to 
higher  Determination,  we  conceive  ourfelves  lets 
concerned  in  his  Computations  of  our  Eftates,  what¬ 
ever  they  may  be. 

‘  The  Governor  is  pleafed  to  inform  us,  “  That  the 
Proprietaries  are  too  nearly  interefted  in  the  Prof- 
perity  of  this  Country,  to  do  any  Thing  to  its  Pre¬ 
judice,  and  he  fhould  have  imagined  that  the  Peo¬ 
ple  could  not  now  ftand  in  Need  of  any  Proofs  of 
the  Proprietary  Affe&ion,  or  fufpeft  them  of  hav¬ 
ing  any  Defigns  to  invade  their  juft  Rights  and  Pri¬ 
vileges,  which,  he  is  confident,  they  deteft  and  ab¬ 
hor.  We  cannot  fuppofe  the  Governor  would 
mean  they  deteft  and  abhor  our  juft  Rights  and  Pri¬ 
vileges  ;  and  yet  we  are  convinced  the  Cjaufe  in  their 
Commiftion  to  him,  their  Lieutenant,  whereby  they 
impower  him  to  a<ft  as  fully  and  amply,  to  all  In¬ 
tents,  Conftrucfions,  and  Purpofes,  as  they  them- 
felves  might  or  could  do,  were  they  perfonally  pre¬ 
lent,  “  You  (our  Governor)  following  and  obferv- 
mg  fuch  Orders,  Inftru&ions  and  Directions,  as 
you  now  have,  or  hereafter,  from  Time  to  Time, 
fhall  receive  from  us,  or  our  Heirs,”  is  not  only 
repugnant  to  our  juft  Rights  and  Privileges,  but 
impracticable,  againft  common  Senfe,  againft  Law, 
and  void  in  itfelf;  and  yet  if  the  Governor  fhould 
think  his  Hands  are  fo  tied  up  by  thefe  Inftruftions, 
that  he  is  not  at  Liberty  to  aCt  for  the  Publick 
Good,  we  muft  conclude  they  are  of  dangerous 
Consequence  at  all  Times,  and  particularly  in  this 
Time  of  imminent  Danger,  not  only  to  ourfelves, 
but  to  the  Britijh  Intereft  in  North- America." 

To  this  Meffage  the  Governor  returned  a  fhort 
iilwer  in  thefe  Words. 
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4  Gentlemen , 

4  I  am  very  much  furprized  at  your  Propofal  to 
adjourn  till  Mzy,  as  you  have  made  no  Provifion 
for  the  Defence  of  the  Province,  or  granted  the 
Supplies  expected  by  the  Crown,  and  recommend¬ 
ed  by  the  Secretary  of  State’s  Letters  ’  I  rouft  there¬ 
fore  object  to  the  propofed  Adjournment,  while 
Things  remain  in  this  Situation,  and  hope  you  will, 
in  Confideration  of  the  Danger  to  which  your* 
Country  hands  expofed,  continue  fitting  till  you 
have  granted  the  Supplies  to  the  Crown,  and  effec¬ 
tually  provided  for  the  Defence  of  the  People  you; 
reprefent ;  but  if  you  are  determined  to  rife  at  this 
Time  without  doing  any  Thing,  remember  it  ii 
your  own  Adt,  and  all  the  fatal  Confequences  thai 
4  may  attend  your  leaving  the  Province  in  this  de- 
4  fencelefs  State,  mult  lie  at  your  Doors.’ 

The  Houfe  in  Return  unanimoufly  refolved- 
4  That  the  Governor  has  been  refpedtfully  and  repeat1 
4  edly  follicited  by  this  Houfe,  to  pafs  a  Bill  prefent1 
4  ed  to  him,  for  granting  Twenty  thonfand  Pound 
4  for  the  King’s  Ufe,  which,  in  our  Opinion,  woulc 
4  have  anfwered  the  Expectations  of  the  Crown  Iron 
4  this  Province,  as  hgnihed  by  the  Secretary  of  State’ 

4  Letters,  had  the  Governor  been  pleafed  to  have  gi 
4  ven  it  his  Affent ;  therefore  whatever  ill  Confe 
4  quences  enlue,  from  Supplies  not  Having  bees 
4  granted  at  this  critical  Juncture,  muff  lie  at  hi 
4  Door  ’ 

The  Governor  by  his  Secretary  demanded  a  Cop 
of  their  Minutes :  The  Houfe  ordered  the  Minute 
both  of  this  and  their  laft  Seffions  to  be  printed  ;  an 
that  a  Copy  finijhed  fhould  be  delivered  to  the  Govei 
nor  :  And,  having  then  refolved  to  adhere  to  the? 
Adjournment,  adjourned  accordingly. 

In  the  Beginning  of  March ,  however,  the  Gove! 
nor  thought  he  to  re-affemble  them  ;  and  affigned  th 
Arrival  of  General  Braddock ,  the  Nccefiity  of  conf  ■ 
define  what  he  had  to  propofe  without  Delay,  art 
u  makin 
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makino-  the  Provifions  expefted  by  his  Majefty  for 
the  Service  in  Time,  as  his  Reafons  for  to  doing.-— 

Jn  the  fame  Meflage  he  alfo  acquainted  them,  “  That 
he  had  iffued  a  Commiffion  to  a  Number  of  Men  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Country,  to  form  a  Han  of  open¬ 
in'*  Roads  from  the  inhabited  Parts  of  the  Province 
Wert  ward  towards  the  Ohio ,  at  the  Requifmon  ot 
Sir  John  St.  Clair ,  Quarter- Mafter-General,  to  facili¬ 
tate  the  March  of  the  Troops,  Conveyance  of  F  rovi- 
fions,  &?*.  and  alfo  to  prepare  an  Ertimate  ot  the  Ex- 
pence  ;  which  he  called  upon  them  to  provide  for  : 
Alfo  to  be  enabled  to  take  fuch  a  Part  in  the  Mea- 
fures  propofed  by  the  Eaftern  Governments  for  the 
Maintenance  of  his  Majefty  s  juft  Rights,  &c.  as  e 
came  the  Honour  and  Intereft  of  a  Province  circum - 
(lanced  like  theirs  :  Having  then  premiied  that  it  was 
[aid,  the  large  Supply  of  Provifions  furmlhed  to  tae 
French  from  tbefe  Colonies ,  not  Penfihama  m  particu¬ 
lar,  which  he  acknowledged  had  little  Concern  in 
that  unnatural  Trade,  had  enabled  the  Enemy  to  fupport 
their  Forces  in  America ,  he  informed  them,  he  had  gi¬ 
ven  the  Officers  of  the  Cuftoms  preventive  Orders  m 
Relation  thereto  ^  and  added,  that  he  made  no  Jouot 
of  their  joining  with  him  in  a  Law  to  makeffio.e 
Orders  more  eftedlual. —  1  he  Defire  of  the  tLaJlern 
Governments,  that  Penfybvania  would  join  with  them 
in  their  Operations  to  fruftrate  the  Schemes  of  the 

French ,  made  his  next  Topick ;  and  he  grafted  a  Hope 
upon  it,  that  they  would  enable  him  to  take  iucli 
Part  as  became  the  Honour  and  Intereft  of  a  Province 

circumjlanced  like  theirs , - The  Eftabliffiment  of  a 

Poft  between  Philadelphia  and  a  Place  called  H  inchej- 
ter ,  at  the  Defire  of  General  Braddock ,  was  wnat  he 
recommended  next :  And  that  again  was  followed  by 
another  Defire  of  the  fame  General’s,  that  the  Quotas  for 
the  common  Fund  of  the  feveral  Provinces  recommend¬ 
ed  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  might  be  lodged  in  the 
Hands  of  a  Treafurer,  fubjeft  to  his  Demands,  in 
Order  to  expedite  Bufinefs  •,  and  the  General  being 
perfectly  difinterejled ,  as  alfo  willing  to  account  owns 

^  4 
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Difburfements,  he  hoped  they  would  put  it  in  his  i 
Power  to  return  him  a  fatisfa&ory  Anfwer  :  And  for  J 
a  Conclufion,  he  recommended  Vigour,  Unanimity, 
and  Difpatch,  that  the  happy  Opportunity  put  into 
the  Plands  of  the  Colonies  by  his  Majefty’s  paternal  | 
Care,  &c.  might  not  be  loft.” 

That  there  was  no  Retrofped  in  this  Meflage  was 

fome  Recommendation  of  it  :* - But  the  Merit  of 

this  Forbearance  lafted  no  longer  than  till  the  After-  ' 
noon  of  the  very  fame  Day,  when  the  Houfc  was  J 
artfully  perplexed  with  two  Meftages  more,  which 
could  not  but  revive  the  Memory  of  paft  Difientions,  V 
and  confequently  the  ill  Humour  they  had  produced.  3 

■ - The  firft  contained  a  Reprimand  for  their  hav-  T 

ing  printed  Sir  I.  Robinfon’s  Letters,  communicated 
to  them  without  his,  the  Governor’s,  Privilege  or  i 
Confent  ;  and  a  Caution  again  ft  the  Publication  of 
them  ;  and  an  Intimation,  that  tho’  he  had  Letters  h 
and  other  Papers  relating  to  his  Majefty’s  Service  to 
communicate  to  them,  he  did  not  think  it  fafe  to  do  \ 
it,  without  proper  Afliirances,  that  the  Contents 

fhould  remain  a  Secret. - -The  fecond  being  nearly  a 

as  fhort,  and  rather  more  extraordinary,  fhalj  be  gi- 
yen  in  his  own  Words.  I J 

I 

c  Gentlemen,  1  i 

4  On  the  Tenth  of  January  laft  I  demanded,  by 
4  the  Secretary,  a  Copy  of  the  Minutes  of  your  Pro-  l 
4  ceedings,  which  you  promiied  to  fend  me;  but  not  M 
4  receiving  them,  I  did,  on  the  Twenty-ninth  of  the 
4  fame  Month,  by  Letter  to  the  Speaker,  again  de-  ;  J 
6  mand  them,  and  have  frequently,  by  the  Secretary,  .  J 
4  reiterated  my  Requeft,  but  could  not  obtain  a  Sight 
4  of  them  till  the  i  welfth  Inftant,  above  two  Months 
4  after  your  Rifing,  and  then  only  a  Part  of  them  ■ 
4  were  lent  me  in  Print,  and  I  have  not  yet  feen  the 
4  whole  of  them.  ;  / 

*  The  keeping  your  Proceedings  thus  a  Secret  from 
f  me,  I  take  to  be  a  very  unconstitutional  and  extra- 
•  ordinary  Meafure,  liable  to  a  Conftru&ion  that  I  , 

4  do 
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‘  do  not  chufe  at  prefent  to  put  upon  it,  but  only  to 
acquaint  you  that  I  expedt  you  will  order  your 
‘  Clerk  to  attend  me  every  Night  with  the  Minutes 
<■  t-i-je  Dav,  that  I  may  Know  what  is  done  and 
.  doin-  in  your  Houfe,  and  be  able  in  Time  to  lay 
‘  the  fame  before  his  Majefty  and  his  Minifters,  who 
|  ‘  expedt  to  be  regularly  informed  of  the  Meafures 
‘  taking  by  the  Legiflatures  of  the  Colonies.’ 

Both  were  anfwered  the  next  Day  in  Subftance 
thus,  “  That  they  were  humbly  of  Opinion,  fuch  Let¬ 
ters  as  thofe  in  queftion,  containing  the  Commands  of 
|  the  Crown,  ought  generally  to  be  inferted  in  then 
Minutes  as  being  the  Foundation  of  their  1  roceed- 
I  ino-s,  and  what  might  be  neceffary  for  their  Juftin- 
ca?ion  :  That  thofe  Letters  were  communicated  with- 
out  the  lead  Caution  to  keep  the  Contents  a  Secret : 
That  the  latter,  which  was  the  moft  material  or  the 
two,  was  a  circular  Letter  which  had  been  fent  inef- 
|  feed  to  all  the  Provinces  and  Colonies  in  North  Ante- 
rtca,  and  of  which  the  Subftance,  as  they  were  inform¬ 
ed,  had  been  printed  in  the  Speeches  of  feveral  vjo- 
vernors  to  their  Aflemblies  :  That  the  Defign  of  fend- 
!  in  a  two  Regiments  from  England ,  and  railing  two 
||  more  in  America ,  was  no  Secret,  having  been  avowed 
even  in  the  London  Gazette :  That  the  Governor 
himfelf  had  given  very  full  and  particular  Abftradts 
of  thofe  Letters  in  his  Meffages  which  had  been  print¬ 
ed  in  their  own  Gazettes  long  before  the  Houfe  ad- 
journed,  and  paffed  without  Objection :  That  they 
were,  therefore,  furprized  at  the  Exceptions  ftarted 
now  to  the  Infertion  of  them  in  their  Minutes,  ana, 
no  finale  Inconvenience  to  refult  from  it  having  been 
pointed  out,  were  not  inclined  to  expunge  them  : 
That,  knowing  not  what  Aflurances  of  Secrefy  would 
be  fatisfa&ory,  they  could  only  fay,  that  whenever  it 
fhould  appear  to  the  Houfe  to  be  neceffary  for  the 
King’s  Service,  or  the  public  Good,  to  keep  any  Mat¬ 
ters' laid  before  them  fecret,  proper  Meafures^  they 
doubted  not,  would  be  taken  for  that  Purpose.  ^ 

Proceeding  then  to  what  related  to  the  Governor  s 

Demand 
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Demand  of  a  Copy  of  their  Minutes,  they  adjoined,  j 
That  they  had  ordered  the  laid  Minutes  to  be  I 
printed  with  all  convenient  Speed,  and,  when  finifhed,  I 
that  a  Copy  fhould  be  delivered  as  required  :  That  as  j 
foon  as  they  could  be  copied  and  reviled  by  a  Com-  | 
rnittee  of  the  Houfe,  they  were  put  to  Prefs ;  and  I 
that  the  Governor  had  been  fupplied  with  a  Copy  of 
the  greateft  Part  of  them  even  before  they  were  fi-  j 
ni fired  :  1  hat  it  had  been  the  conflant  Practice  of  the  ‘  j 
Houfe  to  have  their  Minutes  fo  reviled,  and  to  pod- 
pone  the  faid  Revifal  till  after  the  Rifing  of  the 
Houfe  5  and  that  tul  this  was  done,  no  Copies  had  ever 
been  given  out,  unlefs  cf  ipecial  Votes  on  fpecial  Occa- 
fions  :  i  hat  the  principal  Matters  contained  in  thefe  '! 
Minutes  were  generally  to  be  found  in  the  Governor’s 
Speeches  or  Meffages,  and  the  Anfwersof  the  Houfe; 
and  that  thefe,  together  with  fuch  Votes  as  were  mod 
material,  were,  for  the  moft  part,  immediately  print¬ 
ed  in  the  News-papers  :  That  the  reft  was  chiefly  j 
Matter  of  Form  :  That,  therefore,  as  it  would  be  in¬ 
convenient  to  the  Houfe  to  make  up  and  perfect  their 
Votes  daily,  fo  as  to  lend  a  Copy  to  the  Governor,  as 
they  faw  no  public  Service  concerned  in  it,  nor 
knew  of  any  Right  in  the  Governor  fo  peremptorily  to 
demand  it,  they  were  not  inclined  to  alter  their  anti- 
ent  Cunorn  :  That  his  Charge  of  taking  extraordi- 
i,ciiy  or  unconflitutiona!  Meafurcs  to  keep  their  Pro¬ 
ceedings  a  Secret  from  him,  was  void  of  any  real 
Foundation  :  That  as  to  the  Conftruftion  put  by  the 
Governor  on  their  Condudt,  they  neither  knew,  nor 
couid  guefs  what  it  was :  That  whatever  it  was,  they 
uH  ratner  it  had  been  fpoken  plainly,  than  infinu- 
aLt  J  ;  became  they  might  then  have  known  how  to 
jollify  themfelves :  1  hat,  however,  being  confcious  of 
the  firmed:  Loyalty  to  the  Crown,  and  the  mod  up¬ 
right  Intentions  to  the  People  they  reprefented,  they 
were  not  very  ^pprehenfive  of  any  great  Prejudice 
Porn  ^  inch  Infinuations  :  That  reflecting  on  the 
Vv  eight  and^  Importance  of  the  Matters  laid  before 
tnem  in  the  Morning  MefTage,  which,  moreover,  fo 

earneflly  1 
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earneftly  preffed  them  to  Unanimity  and  Dd patch, 
thev  could  not  but  be  fur  prized  at  receiving  MeHage. 
of  lb  different  a  Kind  in  the  Afternoon  and  *h,ch 

could  only  tend  to  produce  Divifion  and  Delay,  ^c. 

And  tha/,  therefore,  they  humbly  retreated  the  Go¬ 
vernor  to  l'ufpend  thofe  his  irritating  Acculations  am. 
novel  Demands  till  a  Seafon  of  more  Let.ure,  and  th.t 
he  would  permit  them  to  proceed,  without  any  fa,  th. 
Interruption,  on  the  Bufinels  for  which  he  had  been 

pleafed  to  call  them  togetner.  p  r  -r 

P  Not  to  be  diverted,  however,  from  the  Puifuit  h 
ws  in  by  this  Caution,  he  fent  a  Letter  to  the  I  nnt- 
™  for  the  Affembly  (one  of  whom  -^  Member 
forbidding  them  to  publifh  the  Secretary  of  State  * 
Tetters-  and  ordered  his  Secretary  to  nfped.  th. 
Journals  of  the  Houfe  from  the  17  th  to  the  ^th  of 
March  then  current,  both  mdufive,  an 

Copv  thereof. - Upon  the  former  ot  which  Wea 

£%M.ey  refolved,  Rat  the  Did  Uetrers  had  been 
properly  inferred  :  That  the  Houfe  had  b/f  fu*“e.  . 
Reafons  Ihewn,  that  the  expung.ng_thofe  Let.ers 
was  both  improper  and  unneceffary  :  That  the  Rig 
of  dhefling  what  fhould,  or  fhould  not  be  inferred 
?n  the  Minutes  of  the  Houfe,,  was  folely  in  the 
Houfe  ;  and  that  the  Governor  had  not  nor  could 
have  any  Right  to  interfere  therein  And  they  or¬ 
dered  the  Printer  to  proceed  with  the 
their  Minutes  as  they  then  flood  -And  wire 
.  rh.  i,tter  they  informed  the  Governor  by  Md- 
fr„,  .«  That  when  their  Minutes  fhould  be  revifed 
and 'printed  after  the  End  of  the  Self, or,  according  to 
lon<r  continued  Cuftom,  a  fair  Copy  fhould  be  p e 
-  fented  to  the  Governor :  But  that  till  then  drey  hoped 
the  Governor  would  excu.e  them  it  tney  -■  P 
mit  any  body  to  infpeQ  them,  or  any  Copy  o,  them 

t0  Here'this  little  Ruffle  ended  :  And  while  it  was  yet 
fubfiftino,  the  Governor  informed  the  Houle,  as  a 
Secret  w°hich  he  recommended  to  them  to  keep  fo, 
“  That  Governor  Shirley ,  with  the  Concurrence 
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his  Council  and  Affembly,  having,  among  other  Mea- 
furcs,  formed  a  Delign  to  build  a  Fori  near  Crown 
rmnt  within  the  Limits  of  his  Majefty’s  Territories 
had  lent  Commiflioners  to  this  and  other  Govern¬ 
ments,  to  fohcit  their  Contributions  to  the  fame  Un¬ 
dertaking:  That  the  faid  Governor  had  written  to 
him  fully  upon  this  Head  :  That  he  Jliould  commu¬ 
nicate  his  Letter  to  them,  that  they  might  fee  what 
was  expeded  from  the  Province  :  That  Mr.  Quincy 
his  Comm.ffioner  was  aaually  arrived,  and  had  made 
his  Application  to  him  :  And  that  he  heartily  recom¬ 
mended  it  to  them  to  grant  the  neceflary  Supplies  for 
thar  important  Service.” 

.  UP°n  Heels  of  this,  by  another  Meffage  he  alfo 
informed  them  of,  and  congratulated  them  upon,  the 
Amva!  of  the  1  ranfports,  with  the  Forces  and  Ar- 
i  lery  deltined  for  the  American  St rvice,  in  Virginia  • 
After  which  he  proceeded,  as  in  the  lad  Seftion  *  to 

*ay’  elThati11S  MaJe%’s  Care  and  AfFedion  for’  his 
inibjeds  in  America  having  induced  him  to  fo  ]aro-e 

pnmf^r°nab  C  an  Affiftance  for  the  Recovery  of  thofe' 
olIelTions,  which  the  French ,  contrary  to  the  Faith  of 
Treaties,  had  feized,  they  would  be  greatly  wanting 
to  themfelves  if  they  negleded  the  Opportunity  to 
miftrate  the  Attempts  of  that  perfidious  People- 
i  hat  to  render  his  Majefty’s  Meafures  effeduah  it 
was  expeded,  That  the  Colonies  fhould  raife  an  ad¬ 
ditional  Number  of  Forces,  and  fhouJd  furnifti  Pf0- 
vifions  and  all  NecefiTaries  to  thofe  employed  for  their 
l  rotedion  ;  as  they  would  fee  by  a  Letter  from  the 
NarJ  of  Halifax,  and  another  from  General  Braddock 
which  were  to  be  laid  before  them  :  That  this  being 
fo  reafonable  in  itfelf,  he  could  not  doubt  its  bein? 
readily  complied  with  by  all  the  Provinces,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  their  Abilities ;  and  he  hoped,  that  as  Penfyl- 
vama  was  the  mofi  interefted  in  the  Event,  they  would 
exert,  themfelves  as  became  the  Reprefentatives  of  a 
Province  actually  invaded ,  and  having  their  all  de¬ 
pending  on  the  Succefs  of  the  prefent  Enterprize  • 
ihat  he  earneftly  befought  them  to  ccnfider  what 


might 
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might  be  the  Confeqnence  of  their  refufing  to  grant 
the  neceflary  Supplies,  as  they  might  be  afiured  his 
Majefty  would  not  condefcend  to  recommend  to  them 
in  vain  the  making  Provifion  for  their  own  Defence, 
but  would  doubtlefs,  upon  their  Refufal ,  be  enabled 
by  his  Parliament  to  oblige  thofe  who  reaped  the  im¬ 
mediate  Benefit  of  fuch  a  chargeable  Protection  to  con¬ 
tribute  their  Proportion  of  it  •,  and  that  if  by  a  Dif- 
app ointment  in  the  Articles  expeCted  to  be  fupplied  by 
them,  the  great  Expence  the  Nation  had  been  put  to 
for  the  Security  of  thefe  invaluable  Branches  of  the 
Britijh  Empire,  fhould  be  rendered  unavailable ,  they 
could  not  but  think  they  would  juftly  draw  upon 
themfelves  the  Refentment  of  his  Majefty,  and  a  Bri- 
tijh  Parliament.” 

How  unufuai  foever  fuch  Language  was  on  fuch 
Occafions,  and  how  inconfiftent  foever  with  the 
Claims  and  Rights  of  Freemen,  the  Affemblynot  on¬ 
ly  ftified  their  Refentments  of  it,  but  proceeded  the 
very  fame  Day  to  do  all  that  was  required  of  them 
with  all  the  Alacrity  imaginable. 

Twenty  five  Thoufand  Pounds  was  the  Sum  they 
granted  to  the  King’s  Ufe  :  Five  Thoufand  Pounds 
of  it  was  appropriated  for  the  Sum  borrowed  for  the 
Service  at  the  laft  Sitting :  Ten  Thoufand  Pounds 
for  the  Purchafe  of  Provifions,  at  the  Requeft  of  the 
Government  of  MajfiachufeP s  Bay,  for  victualling  their 
Forces:  Five  Thoufand  Pounds,  to  anfwer  the  oc- 
cafional  Draughts  of  General  Braddock  :  And  the  re¬ 
maining  Five  Thoufand  for  the  Maintenance  of  fuch 
Indians  as  had  taken  refuge  in  the  Province,  and  o- 
ther  contingent  Expences  in  their  Votes  exprefled. 
And  the  whole  was  to  be  raifed  by  an  Emifiion  of 
Paper  Bills  to  the  fame  Amount,  and  to  be  funk  by 
an  Extenfion  of  the  Excife  for  ten  Years. 

If  the  other  Part  of  the  former  Bill  concerning  torn 
and  ragged  Bills,  was  mentioned,  or  at  all  infilled  upon, 
it  could  not  be  carried  ;  the  Majority  on  this  Occa¬ 
sion  refolving,  That  no  provincial  Confideration  of 

that 
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that  Kind  fhould  furnifh  the  lead  Pretence  for  any 
Obftruclion  to  the  general  Service. 

Upon  the  28  th  of  March  Bill  was  left 

with  the  Governor,  and  on  the  fir  ft  of  the  next 
Month  he  fent  them  the  following  Meffage,  viz. 

4  Gentlemen , 

c  Your  Bill  for  linking  Twenty  five  thoufand  Pounds , 

«  being  contrary  to  his  Majefty’s  Inftruttions  relating 
<•  to  Paper- money,  and  oi  the  fame  Nature  with  the 
4  Bill  i*  refuted  my  Affent  to  the  Jaft  Sitting  of  the 
6  Affembly,  I  cannot  pafs  it  into  a  Law,  without  a 
4  Breach  of  Duty  to  the  Crown  ;  and  I  am  concerned 
c  you  Ihould  offer  fuch  a  Biil  to  me,  when  you  had 
4  agreed  to  fubmit  the  Difpute  between  us,  upon  one 
4  of  the  like  Kind ,  to  his  Majefty. 

4  As  this  is  a  Time  of  imminent  Danger ,  and  the 
4  Forces  railed  and  deftined  for  the  Service  of.  the 
4  Colonies  mu  ft  wait  the  Supplies  from  this  Province, 

6  I  again  intreat  you  to  fall  upon  fome  other  Method 
4  of  raifing  Money,  that  we  may  not  lofe  this  happy 
4  Opportunity  of  recovering  his  Majefty’s  Domi-  , 
4  nions,  now  invaded  by  the  Subjects  of  the  French 
4  King,  and  preventing  their  unjuft  Encroachments 
4  for  the  future. 

*  But  if  thefe  repeated  Recommendations  of  fo 
4  reafonable  a  Supply,  fhall  fail  of  the  defired  Effedt, 

4  and  any  ill  Consequences  fhould  attend  it,  his  Ma- 
4  jelly  and  his  Minifters,  a  Britijh  Parliament,  your 
4  own  Conftituents,  and  the  neighbouring  Govern- 
4  ments,  will  be  at  no  Lofs  on  whom  to  lay  the 
4  Blamed 

This  Mefiage  was  alfo  accompanied  with  another 
dated  March  3 1  ;  in  which  the  Governor  having  refer¬ 
red  to  an  Account  to-  be  'given  them  by  his  Secretary, 
of  feveral  Matters  committed  to  the  Care  of  one  j 
Scarroyady ,  an  Indian  Chief,  by  the  Ohio  Indians?  made 
ufe  of  it  as  an  additional  Goad  to  the  Affembly  in  the 
Manner  following :  , 

‘  Gen * 
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‘  Gentlemen , 

‘  So  much  depends  on  the  Difpofition  and  Mea- 
r  fares  of  the  Indians  at  this  Time,  that  I  muft  ear- 
4  neftly  recommend  it  to  you  to  make  Provifion  for 
||‘  the  enfuing  Treaty,  as  well  as  to  enable  me  to  take 
j‘  proper  Notice  of  this  Chief,  who  is  fo  hearty  ia 
i*  our  Intereft,  and  of  the  .young  Men  he  has  brought 
‘  along  with  him,  in  order  to  be  employed  in  fome 
4  Services,  which,  he  lays,  are  of  Importance  to  the 
4  general  CaufeC 

4  It  will  readily  occur  to  you,  that  the  feveral 
4  Weftern  Indians ,  who  wifh  well  to  the  Englijh  Jn- 
‘  rereft,  wait  with  Impatience  for  the  Return  of  this 
4  Chief,  and  will  form)  their  Meafures  according  to 
4  the  Report  which  he  fhall  make  to  them  of  our 
4  I  reatmerit  of  them  :  for  which  Reafon,  it  will  be 
4  of  the  laft  Confequence,  that  this  Chief,  and  thefe 
4  young  Men,  go  from  us  well  cloathed,  and  perfect- 
4  ly  well  pleafed.’ 

On  the  fame  Day  alfo,  Mr.  Quincy,  Commiflioner 
to^the  Province  from  the  Government  of  Majfachu - 
fel's  Bay,  prefented  a  Memorial  to  the  Afiembly, 
which, ^containing  an  unqueftionable  Teftimonial  in 
their  Jhavour,  delerves  to  be  inferred  intire  as  fol¬ 
lows,  viz. 

4  Gentlemen , 

4  I  am  extremely  forry  to  find,  that  notwithfiand- 
fag  Motives  and  Argument  I  was  able  to  of- 

4  fer  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  he  did 
not  fee  his  Way  clear  to  give  his  Confent  to  the 
j*  Money  Bill  you  have  laid  before  him. 

‘  The  Chearfulnefs  with  which  you  therein  granted 
c  Ben  thoufand  Pounds ,  for  victualling  the  Forces  in- 
‘  tended  to  march  from  New -England  to  fccure  his 
[  Majefty’s  Territories,  leaves  me  no  Room  to  doubt 
'  y°ur  Zeal  lor  his  Majesty’s  Service,  or  your 
hearty  Concurrence  with  the  Government  I  have  the 
i  Honour  to  reprefent,  in  the  Meafures  now  propofed 

3  4  for 
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4  for  our  common  Safety  :  And  therefore,  though 
c  you  are  unhappily  dij 'appointed  in  the  Manner  of  y our .1 
c  Grant,  1  flatter  myielf  you  will  not  fail  to  find  iome  ; 
‘  ether  Means  of  rendering  it  effectual. 

c  The  Advantages  which  a  fpeedy  and  vigorous. 
4  Execution  of  thofe  Meallires  promifes  to  all  the 
4  Colonies,  and  the  Miichiefs  which  a  Negleft  of 
4  them  will  intail  upon  us  and  our  Poftenty,  are  clear- : 
4  ly  pointed  out,  and  fully  illufirated  in  the  Papersl 
4  which  have  been  the  Subject  of  your  late  Dehbe-tl 
*  rations. 

4  In  rendering  this  important  Service  to  the  Crown, 

4  to  th t  Britijh  Nation,  and  to  their  Fellow  Subjedb 
4  in  the  other  Governments,  New-England  offers  to 
4  ipend  her  Treafure  as  freely  as  her  Blood,  and* 

4  were  her  Abilities  equal  to  her  Zeal,  would^  as 
4  chearfully  bear  the  whole  Expence,  as  fhe  under*. 

4  takes  the  whole  Hazard  of  the  Enterprize.  But  the 
4  vaft  yearly  Charge  fhe  is  lubjedted  to,  by  her  Vici- 
4  nity  to  the  French,  and1  the  Neceflity  of  defending  fed 
4  extenfive  a  Frontier  from  the  lncurfions  of  thofe  j 
4  perfidious  People,  and  their  Ind-ans ,  both  in  lime 
4  of  Peace  and  War,  has  fo  exhaufted  her  Finances, 
4  and  burdened  her  with  fuch  a  Load  of  Debt,  that, 
4  without  the  Affiftance  of  the  neighbouring  more 
4  wealthy  Colonies,  fhe  muft  drop  the  Dehgn,  how- 
4  ever  promifing  and  glorious,  as  utterly  impradtU 

c 

4  Happy  will  your  Province  be,  Gentlemen^  if  you 
4  can  ftili  keep  thofe  dangerous  People  at  a  Di fiance 
4  from  your  Borders,  by  which  you  will  be  tree  from 
4  the  many  Mifchiefs  we  have  always  fuffered  by  their 

4  Neighbourhood.  __ 

4  The  Opportunity  is  now  offered  you,  and,  it  cm- 
4  braced,  will,  by  the  Bleffing  of  God ,  fecure  your  fu-> 

4  ture  Peace  and  Profperity.  But  whatever  you  dop 
4  fhould  be  determined  injiantly ,  for  the  Seaton  jhes: 

4  and  a  Delay  may  be  as  pernicious  as  a  Refufal. 

4  I  have  juft  received  Advice,  that  Connecticut  has 

4  voted  Fifteen  hundred  Men,  and  that  tvm  thelitt  e? 

4  Govern' 
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6  Government  of  Rhode-ljland  has  granted  Four 
«  Hundred,  the  Expence  of  which  will  be  more  than 
«  js  a{ked  of  you.  New- Tor k  feems  heartily  difpof- 
‘  ed  to  do  her  Part;  and  there  is  Reafon  to  think 
«  that  your  good  Example  may  have  an  advantageous 
4  Influence  on  your  Neighbours  of  New-Jerfey . 

«  I  need  fay  no  more  to  urge  you  to  a  fpeedy  and 
«  effe&ual  Refolution,  but  conclude,  with  the  utmoft 
‘  Refpeft,  Gentlemen ,  Yours,  &cd 

The  reft  of  the  Day  was  fpent  in  Debates,  as  it  was 
natural  it  fhould  :  But  on  the  Morrow  they  refolved 
to  raife  Fifteen  Thoufand  Pounds  on  the  Credit  of  the 
Province,  in  the  Manner  they  had  done  before  ;  that  is. 
to  fay.  Five  Thoufand  Pounds  to  repay  the  Sum  fo 
before  borrowed  for  victualling  the  King’s  Troops, 
and  Ten  Thoufand  Pounds  to  anfwer  the  Requeft  of 
the  Majfacbufets  Government,  fo  earneftly  enforced 
by  Mr.  Quincy. 

Thus,  one  would  think,  they  had  done  all  that 
could  be  reafonably  required  of  Men :  They  had 
dropt  the  particular  Concern  of  the  Province  :  They 
had  overlooked  whatever  was  offenfive  in  the  Go¬ 
vernor’s  Mefiages  and  Behaviour  to  them,  they  had 
forborne  all  Altercation  thereon  :  And  Mr.  Quincy , 
on  Behalf  of  the  Government  he  reprelented,  prefenc¬ 
ed  them  fuch  a  Paper  of  Acknowledgment,  as  abun¬ 
dantly  verifies  all  that  is  here  faid  ot  them  :  To  wit, 

c  Sir, 

«  The  Sum  which  this  Honourable  Aflembly  has 

<  granted  to  his  Majefty’s  Ufe,  and  appropriated  for 

<  victualling  the  Troops  intended  to  be  marched  lor 
6  fecuring  his  Majefty’s  Territories,  is  an  Inftance  of 
‘  your  Concern  and  Zeal  for  the  Public  Safety ,  which  l 
‘  doubt  not  will  be  highly  acceptable  to  his  Majefty* 

‘  And  as  it  was  made  in  Confequence  of  my  Appli- 
‘  cation  to  you,  I  beg  Leave  to  return  you  my  grate - 
‘  ful  Senfe  and  Acknowledgment-,  and  to  affure  you, 
‘  in  the  Name  and  Behalf  of  the  Government  I  have 

P  . . .  '  ‘  !  th<? 
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‘  the  Honour  to  reprefent,  that  it  will  be  duly  ap- 
‘  plied  to  the  Purpofes  for  which  it  was  granted.’ 

The  Governor,  however,  difTatislied  ftill,  becaufl 
difappointed  and  defeated,  firft  evaded  the  Affem- 
bly’s  Demand  of  the  Reftitution  of  their  Bill  accord¬ 
ing  to  Cuilom,  arid  then  refufed  it,  Dying,  “Thai 
it  was  a  Bill  of  fo  extraordinary  a  Nature,  that  ht 
thought  it  his  Duty  to  lay  it  before  his  Majefly,  ane  j 
fhould  keep  it  for  that  Purpofe.” 

He  alfo  informed  them  by  MefTage  of  Intelligence 
he  had  received,  That  the  French  had  fitted  out  Fif¬ 
teen  Sail  of  the  Line,  with  which  they  were  fending 
out  6000  Land  Forces,  and  that  the  King’s  Minif 
ters  were  not  in  the  Secret  of  their  Deftination  ;  yel 
as  they  were  bound  for  America ,  and  could  not  be  ig¬ 
norant  that  Penfyhania  was  both  a  plentiful  and  de- 
fencelefs  Country,  he  thought  it  his  Duty  to  call  upon 
them  to  enable  him  to  put  it  into  a  Pofture  of  De¬ 
fence,  by  ellabhfhing  a  regular  Militia,  and  providing, 
the  necefiary  Stores  of  War. 

This  MefTage  was  dated  April  3d  ;  and  yet  on  the 
8th  following  he  advifed  them  to  make  a  fhort  Ad¬ 
journment,  becanfe  he  was  to  receive  the  Governors 
Shirley  and  Ds  Lancey ,  that  Evening,  and  was  to  ac¬ 
company  them  to  Annapolis ,  there  to  confer  with  Ge¬ 
neral  Brad  dock,  and  the  Governors,  Sharpe  of  Mary-, 
land ,  and  Dinwiddle  of  Virginia  ;  after  which,  it  was 
probable,  he  fhould  have  feveral  Matters  to  lay  before,, 
the  Alfembly:  Bur,  as  a  parting  Stroke,  he  called  upon 
them  to  make  lome  Provifion  for  Scarroyady  before' 
mentioned,  and  his  young  Men  :  Which  they  did 
not  without  lome  who'fome  Flints,  That  they  had  been] 
Jong  enough  already  a  Charge  to  the  Province  That; 
there  were  proper  Lands  where,  and  it  was  a  proper, 
Seafon  when,  they  might  both  hunt,  and  plant  their; 
Corn,  by  which  they  might  provide  for  themfelves  •,] 
and  that  as  to  the  Indian  Treaty  they  had  been  re-1 
quired  to  make  Provifion  for,  the  Governor  could  not 
expedl  they  could  come  to  any  immediate  Rofolution, 


till  > 
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till  they  had  received  the  neceffary  Information  con¬ 
cerning  it. 

It  was  in  this  Manner  they  parted.  The  Adjourn¬ 
ment  they  made  was  only  to  the  12th  of  May  \  and 
yet  the  Governor  both  complained  of  that  Term  as 
too  long,  and  laid  he  fhould  call  them  foor.er  if  there 
was  Occafion. — When  they  met,  they  gave  the  Go- 
ivernor  Notice  as  ufual,  and  that  they  were  ready  to 
deceive  whatever  he  had  to  lay  before  them.  The 
iGovernor’s  Arifwef  was,  That  he  had  nothing  to  lay 
before  them'at  prefent  but  the  German  Bill ; — a  Bill, 
that  is  to  fay,  recommended  by  the  Governor  him- 
fflelf,  from  the  notorious  Neceftity  of  it,  for  preventing 
ithe  Importation  of  German  or  other  Paffengers  or 
[Servants  in  too  great  Numbers  in  one  Veffe3,  and  for 
[preventing  the  Spreading  of  contagious  Diftempers, 
(imported  by  or  together  with  them,  &c. — This  had 
[been  prepared  by  the  Houfe  at  their  laft  Sitting,  and 
Pent  up  to  the  Governor  i  had  been  returned  with  A- 
mendments  by  him  *,  fome  of  thefe  Amendments  had 
been  adopted  ;  and  then  the  Bill  had  been  again  fent 
up,  with  a  Delire  from  the  Houfe,  That  the  Gover¬ 
nor  would  be  pleafed  to  pafs  the  fame  as  it  then  Hood. 
This  he  had  not  been  pleafed  to  do,  but  on  the  con¬ 
trary  had  referred  it  to  the  Confideration  of  his  Coun- 
Jn7,  by  whofe  Advice  he  had  been  determined  to  ad¬ 
here  to  his  Amendments  ;  under  which  Declaration  it 
[was  now  again  fent  down  to  the  Houfe  *,  who  having 
appointed  a  Committee  to  draw  up  a  Meffage  to  the  ’ 
Governor,  reprefenting  the  Inconveniencies  to  be  ap¬ 
prehended  Irom  the  faid  Amendments,  and  agreed  to 
that  Meffage,  on  the  Report  of  the  fame,  came  to  a 
Refolution  of  adjourning  on  the  Morrow  to  the  fir  ft 
[of  September. 

To  fay  this  Meffage  was  of  the  moft  pathetic,  ra¬ 
tional  and  interefting  Kind,  is  to  fay  the  leaft  that  can 
be  faid  of  it :  It  explained  the  Evil  to  be  remedied, 
and  the  Confequences  to  be  apprehended  from  a  Con¬ 
tinuance  of  ir,  in  the  moft  aftebting  Terms :  It  de- 

P  2  men- 
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monllrated,  That  the  Amendments  infilled  upon  by 
the  Governor  were  calculated  to  deprive  it  of  all  its  Vi-: 
gour  and  Utility  :  That  in  Effedl  the  Province  was  to 
be  as  much  expofed  to  the  fame  Nufances  and  Dan¬ 
gers  as  ever  ;  and  what  gave  the  mod  Offence  of  all,;1 
by  the  following  Paragraph  the  Inhabitants  were  led  to 
the  very  Source  of  fo  crying  a  Grievance.  r 

4  By  our  Charters,  and  the  Laws  of  this  Province, 

4  the  whole  legiflative  Power  is  veiled  in  the  Governor^ 
4  and  the  Rej.refentatives  of  the  People  ;  and  as  wet 
4  know  of  no  other  Negative  upon  our  Bills  but  what 
4  the  Governor  himfelf  has,  we  could  with  he  had< 
‘  been  pleafed  to  have  exercifed  his  own  Judgment' 

‘  upon  this  our  Bill,  without  referring  the  Confide- 
c  ration  of  it  to  a  Committee  of  his  Councils  mod  of 
4  them  fuch,  as  we  are  informed,  who  are,  or  have 
4  lately  been,  concerned  in  the  Importations,  the  Abufes 
4  of  which  this  Bill  was  defigned  to  regulate  and  re* 

4  drefs.’  }i 

Now,  which  ever  Party  was  in  the  Right,  can  it  bei 
faid,  that  the  King,  or  the  Supply  for  his  Service,  or’ 
any  one  of  the  Points  in  the  preceding  Seffion  agitatr1* 
ed,  had  any  Concern  in  the  Rife,  Progrefs,  or  I flue 11 
of  this  Controverfy  ?  Has  it  not  been  already  obferv- 
ed,  to  the  Honour  of  the  Aflembly,  how  cautiouily  i 
and  prudently  they  had  avoided  whatever  could  tend  | 
to  widen  the  Breach  on  any  of  thefe  Heads  ?  Is  it  not  ft 
frefh  before  us,  that,  even  for  Want  of  Provocation,  ' 
the  Governor  himfelf  was  forced  both  to  part  with r 
them,  and  meet  them  again  in  Peace.  And  yet 
having  declared  as  we  have  leen,  That  he  had  nothing 
to  communicate  to  them,  confequently  nothing  to  alk I 
of  them,  other  than  what  related  to  this  German  Bill;  I 
did  he  take  the  Hint  from  hence  to  treat  them  by 
Meffage  in  the  following  extraordinary  Manner,  viz.  d 

4  Gentlemen,  \ 

4  When  I  fummoned  you  together  on  the  17th  of 
e  March  lad,  I  was  in  Hopes  you  would  bring  with  ‘ 
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;  you  Inclinations  to  promote  the  public  Service,  by 
:  granting  the  Supplies  expeCted  by  the  Crown,  and  by 
putting  this  Province  into  a  Pofture  of  Defence  ; 
but  I  am  forry  to  find,  that  neither  the  Danger  to 
which  this  Country  Hands  expofed,  nor  his  Majefty’s 
repeated  and  affectionate  Calls,  have  had  any  Weight 
;  with  you. 

‘  The  Bill  you  fent  me  for  ftriking  Twenty -five  thou¬ 
sand  Pounds ,  was  of  a  more  extraordinary  Nature 
than  that  I  refufed  my  Affent  to  in  the  winter  Sef- 
fions,  as  it  gave  General  Braddock  a  Power  over  no 
more  than  Five  thoufand  Pounds ,  and  fubjeCted  the 
remaining  Twenty  Thoufand ,  and  all  the  Surplus  of 
the  Excile,  for  eleven  Years  to  come,  to  the  Difi 
pofition  of  fome  of  the  Members  of  your  Houfe,  and 
to  the  Aflembly  for  the  Time  being. 

‘  The  offering  Money  in  a  Way,  and  upon  Terms 
that  you  very  well  knew  I  could  not,  confident  with 
my  Duty  to  the  Crown,  confent  to,  is,  in  my  Opi¬ 
nion,  trifling  with  the  King’s  Commands,  and  a- 
mounts  to  a  Refufal  to  give  at  all ;  and  I  am  fatis- 
fied  will  be  feen  in  this  Light  by  my  Superiors  ; 
who,  by  your  Bill  abovementioned,  which  I  fhall  lay 
;  before  them,  and  by  the  Whole  of  your  Conduct 
;  fince  you  have  been  made  acquainted  with  the  De- 
;  figns  of  the  French ,  will  be  convinced,  that  your 
;  Refolutions  are,  and  have  been,  to  take  Advantage 
'  of  your  Country's  Banger ,  to  aggrandize  and  render 
'  permanent  your  own  Power  and  Authority,  and  to 
'  deftroy  that  of  the  Crown.  That  it  is  for  this  Pur- 
pofe,  and  to  promote  your  Scheme  of  future  Inde* 

:  pendency,  you  are  grafping  at  the  Difpofition  of  all 
1  public  Money,  and  at  the  Power  of  filling  all  the 
;  Offices  of  Government,  efpecially  thofe  of  the  Re- 
■  venue  *,  and  when  his  Majefty  and  the  Nation  are  at 
the  Expence  of  fending  Troops  for  the  Protection. 
;  of  thefe  Colonies,  you  refufe  to  furnifh  them  with 
;  Provifions  and  neceffary  Carriages,  tho’  your  Coun- 
;  try  is  full  of  both,  unlefs  you  can,  at  the  fame 
;  Time,  encroach  upon  the  Rights  of  the  Crown,  and 
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4  increafe  your  own  Power,  already  too  great  for  3 

Branch  of  a  fubordinate  dependant  Government,  fa 

remote  from  the  principal  Seat  of  Power. 

4  You  have,  Gentlemen,  by  a  Vote  of  your  own 
‘  Houfe,  without  the  Confent  of  the  Government, 
4  empowered  a  Committee  of  your  Members  to  borrow 
4  Money  upon  the  Credit  of  the  Affembly,  and  to 
6  difpofe  of  the  fame  to  certain  Ufes  in  that  Vote  men- 
4  tioned. — You  have  alfo,  by  Votes  and  Refolves  of 
4  your  own  Houfe,  created  Bills  or  Notes  of  Credit, 
4  made  payable  to  the  Bearers  thereof,  to  the  Amount 
c  of  Fifteen  thoufand  Pounds ,  which  you  have  iffued  in 
6  Lieu  of  Money,  and  they  are  now  circulating  in 
4  this  Province,  without  the  Approbation  of  the  Go- 
4  vernment. — You  have  denied  me  Accels  to  your 
4  Journals,  and  refufed  me  Copies  of  your  Minutes. — * 
1  And  you  have  printed  and  pubiifhed  the  Secretary 
4  of  State’s  Letters  to  me  fignifying  his  Majefty’s 
4  Commands,  not  only  without  my  Confent,  but 
4  ‘contrary  to  an  Order  I  had  iffued  to  the  Printers, 
4  exprefly  forbidding  the  Publication  of  thofe  Let- 
4  ters. 

4  Whether  you  have  a  Right  to  the  Exercife  of  fuch 
4  extraordinary  Powers,  his  Majefty  and  his  Minif* 
4  ters  will  judge,  before  whom  it  is  my  Duty  to  lay 
4  your  Proceedings  as  foon  as  I  can  come  at  them, 
4  and  to  whom  they  will  appear  the  more  dangerous, 
4  as  neither  they  nor  you  can  know  but  a  future  Af? 
4  fembly  may  ufe  thofe  Powers  againlt  the  Govern- 
4  ment  by  which  they  are  profeCted. 

4  While  I  had  any  the  rnoft  diftant  Hopes  of  your 
4  coming  into  Meafures  that  might  promote  the  pub? 
f  lie  Service  at  this  critical  Conjuncture,  1  buffered 
?  fome  Parts  of  your  Conduct  to  remain  unobferved 
4  upon  j  but  as  I  am  now  convinced,  from  the  whole 
4  Tenor  of  your  Behaviour,  and  from  your  Meffage 
4  of  Yefterday,  notifying  your  Intentions  to  adjourn 
4  till  September  next,  without  granting  the  neceffary 
4  Supplies,  that  you  have  no  Defign  to  contribute  any 
4  Thing  towards  the  33effnce  of  this  Country,  1 

4  thought 
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c  thought  it  right  to  be  no  longer  filent  upon  thole 
4  Heads. 

‘  Gentlemen ,  When  the  Bill  to  prevent  the  Impor- 
4  tation  of  the  Germans ,  &c.  was  under  my  Confide- 
4  ration,  I  took  fuch  Advice  upon  it,  and  made  fuch 
4  Amendments  to  it,  as  I  thought  would  belt  anfwer 
4  the  public  Purpoft  s,  and  put  that  Trade  upon  fuch  a 
4  Footing  as  to  prevent  the  many  Abufes  that  had  been 
4  praCtifed  in  it,  and  at  the  fame  Time  fecure  this  City 
4  and  Province  againft  the  coming  in  and  fpreading  ot 
c  infectious  Diftempers. — How  far  the  Bill  as  piopof- 
4  ed  by  you,  or  amended  by  me,  would,  or  would 
4  not,  have  anfwered  thole  Ends,  was  a  Matter  proper 
4  to  be  confidered  at  a  Conference,  which  you  might 
4  have  defireJ  if  you  had  thought  proper,  as  it  is  the 
4  only  Means  of  bringing  a  Bill  to  Perfection,  when 
4  the  Branches  of  the  Legiflature  dilfer  in  Opinion 
4  concerning  any  Amendments  propoled  to  it ;  but 
4  inftead  thereof,  you  have  fent  me  a  Meflage  tilled 
4  with  unjuft  Reflections  upon  the  Amendments  pro- 
4  pofed  by  me,  and  plainly  de'figned  to  reprefent  me, 

4  as  having  no  Regard  for  the  Health  or  Safety  01  the 
4  Inhabitants  of  this  Country,  in  doing  which,  1 
4  cannot  think  you  have  paid  a  proper  Regard  to 
4  Truth.— However,  as  it  is  not  my  Intention  to  enter 
4  into  a  Controverfy  with  you  upon  that  B-ll,  which 
4  might  have  been  agreed  upon  between  us,  had  the 
4  ufual  Method  of  proceeding  in  fuch  Cafes  been  pur- 
4  fued  by  you,  1  fhall  fay  nothing  more  upon  the 
4  Head,  efpecially  as  this  Matter  feems  purpofely 
4  chofen  to  lead  me  and  the  Public  fiom  confidering 
4  that  Part  of  your  ConduCt  that  muft,  in  its  Conie- 
4  quences,  1110ft  nearly  afleCf  the  Inhabitants  01  tms 
4  Province.’ 

It  is  in  every  Reader’s  Power  to  confute  every  Ar¬ 
ticle  of  this  MeflTage  from  the  Materials  before  him, 
tho’  not  to  account  for  the  Governor’s  Iiealons  lor  fo 
unfeafonably  expofmg  himfelf.  But  as  we  have  heard 
one  Party,  ’tis  fit  we  fhould  hear  the  other  j  and  if 
;  P  4  they 
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they  have  been  guilty  of  any  Partiality,  or  failed  in 
any  Point  of  Jufticeto  themfelves,  let  him  fupply  the 
Defebt  or  corredl  the  Error  that  finds  himfelf  quali¬ 
fied  fo  to  do. 

The  Piece  that  enfues  was  their  Anfwer.  To  wit. 

4  May  it  pleafe  the  Governor, 

4  When  we  met,  in  Obedience  to  the  Governor’s 
4  Summons,  on  the  17th  of  March  laid,  we  really 
4  brought  with  us  the  fincereft  Inclinations  to  promote 
4  the  public  Service,  by  granting  the  Supplies  expedd- 
4  ed  by  the  Crown  ;  and  we  trull  it  will  appear  to  all 
4  who  impartially  examine  the  Proceedings  of  that 
4  Seffion,  that  we  did  every  Thing  in  our  Power,  as 
4  our  Affairs  were  then  circumftanced  -3  and  confe- 
4  quently  that  the  Danger  to  which  this  Country 
4  Hood  expofed,  and  his  Majefty’s  repeated  and  affec- 
‘  donate  Calls,  had  great  Weight  with  us,  whatever 
6  they  had  with  the  Governor. 

‘  The  Bill  we  fent  up,  for  ftriking  the  Sum  of 
4  Twenty-five  thcufand  Pounds,  and  giving  the  fame  to 
4  the  King’s  Ufe,  and  for  providing  a  Fund  to  fink 
‘  it,  had  nothing  extraordinary  in  its  Nature,  or  dif- 
4  fering  from  other  Bills  heretofore  paffed  or  prefent- 
4  ed  for  likePurpofes  in  this  Province,  excepting  that 
4  the  Sum  given  was  extraordinary,  compared  with  the 
c  Time  propofed  for  finking  it ;  the  Sum  for  the  Ca - 
*  nada  Expedition,  in  the  laid  War,  being  but  Five 
4  thoufand  Pounds ,  to  be  funk  in  ten  Years,  and  this 
4  Sum,  tho  'jive  Times  greater  3  was  to  be  funk  by  the 
4  fame  Fund ,  in  the  fame  Number  of  Years.  In  the 
4  Bill  Five  thoufand  Pounds  of  the  Sum  was  appropriat- 
4  ed  to  pay  for  Provifions  bought  and  given  for  the 
4  Ufe  of  the  Forces  in  Virginia ,  under  General  Brad - 
4  dock  *,  Fen  thoufand  Pounds  more  was  given  to  buy 
4  Provifions  for  the  New-England  Forces  under  his 
4  Command  ,  Five  thcufand  Pounds  more  was  fubjedt- 
4  ed  to  his  Order,  and  to  be  difpofed  of  for  the  King’s 

4  Ser- 
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<  Service  as  he  fhould  think  fit ;  and  the  remaining 
c  Five  thoufand  Pounds  was  appropriated  for  the  Sub- 

*  fiftence  of  Indians  taking  Refuge  in  this  Province, 
‘  Payment  of  Ports  or  Exprefles,  Hire  of  Carriages, 
4  Clearing  of  Roads,  and  other  necefiary  contingent 
4  Expences  for  the  King’s  Service,  as  might  be  in- 
4  cumbent  on  this  Government  to  difcharge, — "I  hus 

*  the  whole  Twenty-five  thoufand  Pounds  was  appro- 
4  priated  to  the  King’s  Service ;  and  almoft  all  of  it 
«  to  the  immediate  Ufe  of  General  Braddock ,  or  to 


e  fuch  Purpofes  as  were  by  himefpecially  recommend- 
4  ed  in  his  Letters,  laid  before  the  Houfe  by  the  Go- 
6  vernor.  The  Members  of  the  Houfe,  mentioned 

*  by  the  Governor,  were  to  have  no  Share  in  the  DiJ- 

*  pojition  of  it ;  it  was  difpofed  of  by  the  Bill,  and 
4  they  could  only  have  the  Trouble  of  laying  it  out 
4  according  to  the  Appropriation,  and  keeping  the 
4  Accounts.  This  is  Truth,  and  well  known  to  the 
4  Governor,  if  he  perufed  our  Bill  with  any  Degree 
4  of  Attention  :  Yet  how  differently  is  it  reprefented 
6  in  the  Governor’s  Mefiage !  It  is  called  only,  44  A 
44  Bill  for  ftriking  Twenty-five  thoufand  Pounds 

c  which  is  but  a  Part  of  the  I  itle,  the  Words,  44  and 
44  for  giving  the  fame  to  the  King’s  Ufe,”  being  (as 
c  it  would  feem)  carefully  omitted,  left  they  might 
4  militate  againft  the  Affertion  which  immediately 
4  follows,  that,  44  Twenty  thoufand  Pounds  of  it  was 
44  fubjedted  to  the  Difpofition  of  fome  Members  of 
44  the  Houfe,  and  of  the  Affembly  for  the  Time 
44  being.”  Then  it  is  faid,  44  It  gave  General  Brad - 
44  dock  a  Power  over  no  more  than  Five  thoufand 
44  Pounds ,”  becaufe  it  gave  him  a  Power  to  draw  for, 
4  and  appropriate  as  he  pleafed,  no  more  than  that  Sum, 

4  tho’  all  the  Twenty -five  thoufand  Pounds  (except  a 
4  fmall  Part  for  the  Support  of  Indian  Relugees, 
4  which  is  likewife  for  the  King’s  Service)  was  appro- 
4  priated  for  his,  and  his  Army’s  Ufe,  or  Services  by 
4  him  required  ;  and  we  cannot  learn  that  any  other 
4  Colony  befides,  hath  given,  or  offered  to  give,  that 
4  Gentleman  a  Power  over  as  many  Pence .  Great 

4  Sub- 
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4  Subtilty  and  Dexterity  appear  in  this  Manner  of  dif- 
4  gulfing  Truths,  and  changing  Appearances,  but  we 
4  fee  in  it  very  little  Candor  and  Ingenuity. 

4  In  the  next  Paragraph  of  the  Governor’s  Meifage, 
4  there  are  many  Afiertions  in  which  we  think  we  are 
4  equally  miffeprefented  *,  we  are  charged  with  44  of* 
44  fering  Money  in  a  Way,  and  upon  Terms  which  we 
44  knew  the  Governor  could  not,  confident  with  his 
44  Duty  to  the  Crown,  confent  to.”  We  really 
4  thought,  and  fill  think,  it  was  incvnfijlent  with  his 
4  Duty  to  the  Crown  to  refufe  it:  If  we  are  mifhken, 
4  ’tis  an  Error  in  Judgment;  we  have  appealed  to  our 
4  gracious  King  on  this  Head,  and  we  hope  for  a  fa- 

4  vourable  Determination. - -We  are  charged  with 

44  trifling  with  the  King’s  Commands,  and  refufng  to 
44  give  at  all f  tho’  we  have  actually  given  great 
4  Sums  in  Obedience  to  thole  Commands,  and  earneft- 
4  Jy  endeavoured  to  give  much  greater,  which  the  Go- 
4  vernor  refufed,  unlefs  we  would  give  in  a  Manner 
4  which  we  think  inconfiftent  with  our  prefent  juft  Li  - 
4  berties  and  Privileges,  held  under  the  Royal  Char- 
4  ter. — We  are  charged  with  44  refolving  to  aggran- 
44  dize  our  own  Power, and  deftroy  that  of  the  Crown 
A  Charge,  as  we  conceive,  utterly  groundlefs,  and 
4  for  which  we  have  never  given  the  lead  Foundation. 

4  — We  are  charged  with  a  44  Scheme  of  Independent 
44  cyA  W'e  have  no  fuch  Scheme,  nor  ever  had  ; 

4  nor  do  we,  as  a  Part  of  the  Legiflature,  defire  any 
4  Independency  but  what  the  Conftitution  authorizes, 

4  which  gives  us  a  Right  to  judge  for  ourfelves  and  our 
4  Conftituents,  of  the  Utility  and  Propriety  of  Laws, 

4  or  Modes  of  Laws,  about  to  be  made  ;  and  does 
4  not  yet,  and  we  confide  never  will,  oblige  us  to 

4  make  Laws  by  Direction. - We  are  charged  with 

4  grafping  at  the  Difpofition  of  all  public  Money,  and 
4  at  the  Power  of  filling  all  the  Offices  of  Govern- 
4  ment ;  a  Charge,  as  we  conceive,  equally  ground - 
4  lefs  and  invidious  :  We  have,  by  Law,  a  Right  to 
4  difpofe  of  fome  public  Money,  and  we  cannot  be 
4  properly  faid  to  graft)  at  what  we  are  in  Pofieffion 

4  of ; 
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<  of:  That  Part  of  the  public  Money  which  the  Go- 
«  vernor  receives,  arifing  by  Licences,  &c.  great  as  it 
«  is,  he  difpofes  of  as  he  pleafes,  and  we  have  never  at- 
4  tempted  to  interfere  in  it ;  nor  can  one  Inftance  be 
4  given  of  our  attempting  to  fill  any  Office,  which  we 

4  are  not  by  fome  exprefs  Law  impowered  to  fill. - - 

4  But  the  hea  vied  Charge  of  this  Paragraph  concludes 
4  it;  the  Governor  is  pleafed  to  fay,  44  When  his  Ma- 
44  jetty  and  the  Nation  are  at  the  Expence  of  fending 
44  Troops  for  the  Protection  of  thefe  Colonies,  you 
44  refufe  to  furnijh  them  with  Provifions  and  neceffiary 
44  Carriages ,  tho’  your  Country  is  full  of  both  ;  unlefs 
44  you  can  at  the  fame  Time  encroach  upon  the  Rights 
44  of  the  Crown.”  This  Charge  is  really  amazing! 

4  It  requires,  however,  no  other  Anfwer,  than  a 
f  fimple  Relation  of  FaCt.  In  the  fame  Seffion,  and 
4  as  foon  as  it  appeared  there  was  no  Hope  of  obtain- 
4  ing  the  Bill  for  giving  "Twenty  thonfand  Pounds  to  the 
4  King’s  Ufe,  and  many  Weeks  before  the  Forces  ar- 
4  rived ,  we  voted  and  gave  Five  thoufand  Pounds  to 
4  purchafe  Provifions  and  other  Neceflfaries  for  thofe 
4  Forces;  thefe  Provifions  were  accordingly  bought, 

4  and  are  fent  to  Virginia >  being  the  full  Quantity  re- 
4  quired  of  us:  We  have  fince  given  Ten  thoufand 
4  Pounds  to  purchafe  Provifions  for  the  Id ew- England 
4  Forces ;  it  was  given  as  foon  as  requefted,  and  be- 
4  fore  the  Troops  were  railed  ;  thofe  Provifions  are 
4  mod  of  them  actually  purchafed,  great  Part  fent 
4  away,  and  all  will  probably  be  at  the  Place  appoint- 
4  ed  before  they  are  wanted. — We  gave  not  a  Pound 
4  of  Provifion  Jefs  than  was  afked  of  us,  and  all  the 

4  Carriages  required  of  us  have  been  furnifhed. - - 

4  This  has  been  done  with  the  greated  Readinefs  and 
4  Alacrity,  and  done,  we  conceive,  without  the  lead 
4  Encroachment  on  the  Rights  of  the  Crown,  unlefs 
4;  borrowing  Money  on  our  own  Credit”  (which  we 
4  thought  even  every  private  Man  had  a  Right  to  do, 
4  if  he  had  any  Credit)  be  indeed  fuch  an  Encroach- 
4  ment. 


4  In- 
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"Indeed  the  next  Paragraph  begins  with  charging 
‘c  C?1S  uPon  us  as  a  Crime,  “  You  have,  the  Governor 
is  pleafed  to  fay,  by  a  Vote  of  your  own  Houfe, 
without  theConfent  of  the  Government,  impowered 
a  Committee  of  your  Members  to  borrow  Money 
uPon  the  Credit  of  the  Aflembly,  and  to  difpofe 
of  the  fame  to  certain  Ufes  in  that  Vote  mentioned.” 
‘  By  this  Caution  in  exprefling  the  Ufes,  a  Stranger 

*  might  imagine,  that  they  were  wicked,  if  not  trea- 
fonable  Ules  and  that  the  Governor,  out  of  mere 

‘  Tendernefs  for  his  People,  forbore  to  explain  them  : 
‘  But  Ufes  mentioned  in  the  Votes,  are,  to  pur- 
e  c'jafe  frejh  Victuals,  and,  other  Necejfaries ,  for  the  JJfe 
of  the  Kings  Troops  at  their  Arrival \  and  to  pur- 
\  chaie  and  tranfport  Provifions  requefted  by  the  Govern- 

*  ment  °f  the  MafTachufetts-Bay,  to  victual  the  Forces 
‘  ai,out  to  march  for  fecuring  his  Majejlfs  Territories. 

Thefe  are  the  Ufes,  in  the  Votes  mentioned,  and 
the  only  Uies  j  and  we  can  conceive  no  Reafon  for 
c  touching  them  fo  gently  by  the  Name  of  certain 
Uj'es,  unlels  the  Governor  thought,  that  being  more 
‘  explicit  on  the  Ufes,  might  feem  to  leflen,  in  fome 
Degree,  the  heinous  Crime  of  borrowing  Money  on 
6  our  own  Credit. 

‘  The  Governor  is  pleafed  to  add,  “  You  have  alfo, 
by  Votes  and  Kefolves  of  your  own  Houfe,  created 
Bills,  or  Notes  of  Credit,  made  payable  to  the  Bear¬ 
ers  thereof,  to  the  Amount  of  Fifteen  thoufand Pounds , 
“  which  you  have  iffued  in  Lieu  of  Money,  and  they 
c<  are  now  circulating  in  this  Province,  without  the 
“  Approbation  of  the  Government.”  This  Charge, 
e  we  prefume,  will,  like  the  reft,  vanifli  on  a  little 
Explanation.  By  the  Laws  of  this  Province  now  in 
‘  Force,  and  which  have  received  the  Royal  Aflent, 

6  the  Difpofition  of  the  Intereft- Money,  and  Excife, 
is  veiled  in  the  Aflembly  for  the  Time  being  :  Out 
c  of  this  Revenue  the  Affemblies  have,  from  Time  to 
6  Time,  defrayed  the  Charges  of  Government.  The 
e  conflant  Method  of  Payment  was  always  this;  when 

£  an 
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4  an  Account  againft  the  Public  was  allowed,  or  any 
4  Expence  for  public  Service  agreed  to,  an  Order  if- 
‘  fued,  drawn  on  the  Treafurer,  or  Truftees  of  the 
‘  Loan-Office,  and  figned  by  the  Speaker,  or  the 
4  Clerk,  by  Order  of  the  Houfe.  As  thefe  Orders 
4  were  generally  paid  on  Sight,  they  naturally  obtain- 
4  ed  fome  Credit,  and  fometimes  palled  through  fe- 
4  veral  Elands  before  Payment  was  demanded. — At 
4  the  laft  Settlement  of  the  public  Accounts,  it  ap- 
4  peared,  that  aconfiderable  Sum  of  this  Intereft  and 
4  Excife- Money,  over  which  the  AlTembly  alone  had 
4  a  legal  Power,  ought  to  be  in  the  Elands  of  the 
4  Treafurer  and  Truftees.  The  Governor  himfelf  was 
4  pleafed  to  point  this  Money  out  to  us,  to  compute 
4  the  Sum,  and  urge  the  Eloufe  to  make  ufe  of  it, 

4  when  in  January  laft:  he  refufed  their  Bill  for  giving 
4  T wenty-five  thoufand  Pounds  to  the  King’s  Ufe.  The 
4  Houfe  alledged,  and  truly,  that  the  Money  was  out- 
4  Handing  in  many  Hands,  and  could  not  fuddenly 
4  be  colle&ed,  without  diftreffing  and  ruining  the 
4  People.  However,  on  the  Credit  of  this  Fund,  we 
4  voted  the  firft  Five  thoufand  Pounds  for  Provifions, 

4  and  ordered  the  Money  to  be  borrowed  on  Intereft. 

4  And  at  the  laft  Sitting,  when  the  Governor  refufed 
4  to  pafs  our  Bill  for  giving  Twenty-jive  thoufand  Pounds 
4  to  the  King’s  Ufe,  he  may  be  pleaftd  to  remember, 

4  that  he  fent  us  down  a  Meffage,  in  which,  after  the 
4  Reafon  given  for  not  palling  the  Bill,  there  are  thefe 
4  Words-,  44  As  this  is  a  Time  of  imminent  Danger, 
44  and  the  Forces,  raifed  and  deftined  for  the  Service 
44  of  the  Colonies,  mull  wait  the  Supplies  from  this 
44  Province,  I  again  intreat  you  to  fall  upon  fome  other 
44  Method  of  raffing  Money,  that  we  may  not  lofe  this 
44  happy  Opportunity  of  recovering  his  Majefty’s 
44  Dominions  now  invaded  by  the  French  King.”  The 
4  Houfe  accordingly  fell  on  this  other  Method  \  they 
4  gave  Ten  Thoufand  Pounds  of  the  Money  in  their 
4  Power  to  the  King’s  Ufe-,  they  appointed  a  Com- 
4  mittee  to  purchafe  the  Provifions  required,  and  im- 
powered  them  to  draw  for  the  Sum  on  the  Treafu- 

‘  m 
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‘  rer  or  1  ruftees  of  the  Loan  Office,  as  had  been  u- 
c  fual ;  with  this  only  Difference,  that  as  former 
‘  Draughts  were  payable  on  Sight,  and  therefore  bore 
‘  no  Intereft,  thefe  being  payable  in  a  Year,  were  to 
4  bear  Intereft  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  the  outftanding 
‘  Money  was  ordered  to  be  got  in,  that  the  Draughts 
£  might  be  pun&ually  difcharged.  Money ’d  Men, 
c  knowing  the  Goodnefs  of  the  Fupd,  and  confiding  in 
c  the  Juftice  and  Pun&uality  of  the  Afiembly,  which 
c  has  always  honourably  difcharged  the  public  Debts, 
6  have  voluntarily  furnifhed  the  Committee  -with  Caffi 
4  for  thefe  Draughts,  which  they  have  laid  by  in  therr 
‘  Chefts  to  receive  in  Time  the  Intereft.  Thus  the 
4  King's  Forces  have  been  expeditioufly  fupplied,  the 
4  People  have  Time  to  pay  off  their  Debts  to  the  Pub- 
4  lie,  and  no  one  is  oppreffed,  diftreffed,  or  injured  ; 
4  nor  is  any  Encroachment  made  on  the  Powers  of 
4  Government,  or  any  Thing  done  that  has  not  been 
4  ufual,  or  which  the  Affembly  are  not  by  Law  irrf- 
4  powered  to  do. — Yet  this  is  what  the  Governor  re- 
4  prefents  as  44  creating  Bills  of  Credit,  and  iffuing 
44  them  in  Lieu  of  Money,  without  the  Approbation 
44  of  the  Government  by  which,  Perfons  unac- 
4  quainted  with  the  Fa£t,  might  underftand  we  had 
4  been  making  Paper-Money,  and  iffuing  it  on  Loan, 

4  or  in  fome  other  Manner,  to  produce  an  Advantage 
4  to  ourfelves,  and  attempted  to  make  it  a  legal  Ten- 
4  der  without  the  Governor’s  Affent,  &c.  all  which 
4  is  mere  Mifreprefentation  or  Mifapprehenfion,  as 
4  wiil  appear  by  the  Refolves  themfelves,  to  which  we 
4  beg  Leave  to  refer.  After  this  Explanation  of  our 
4  Conduct,  we  believe  it  will  clearly  appear,  that  the 
4  Governor’s  Infinuation,  as  if  we  had  ufed  Powers 
4  dangerous  to  the  Government,  is  as  groundlefs  as 
4  it  is  unkind. 

4  The  other  Charges,  of  44  denying  the  Governor 
44  Accefs  to  our  Journals,  and  printing  the  Secretary 
44  of  State’s  Letters,”  having  been  made  and  an- 
4  fwered  in  former  Meffages  between  the  Governor  and 
4  the  Houfe,  we  think  it  unneceffiry  to  take  any  fur- 
8  *  ther 
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4  ther  Notice  of  them  here. - But  we  are  furprized 

6  to  find,  that  after  having  effectually  given  Fifteen 
4  Ihoufand  Pounds ,  in  Proviflons  and  other  Necef- 
4  faries  for  the  King’s  Forces,  maintained  at  fo  great 
e  an  Expence  our  Indian  Allies,  eftabli'bed  a  conftant 
4  regular  Poft  through  Two  Hundred  Miles  of  Coun- 
f  try,  merely  for  the  Service  of  the  Arniy,  and  ad- 
4  vanced  a  confiderable  Sum  to  make  a  Ions:  and 
c  chargeable  Road  through  the  Wildernefs  and  Moun- 
4  tains  to  the  Ohio ,  for  the  Ufe  of  the  King’s 
4  Forces,  the  whole  Expence  of  which  we  have  en- 
4  gaged  to  defray,  we  fhould  (till  be  flatly  told  by  the 
4  Governor,  44  That  he  is  convinced,  from  the  whole 
44  Tenor  of  cur  Behaviour ,  that  we  have  no  Defign  to 
44  contribute  any  Thing  towards  the  Defence  of  this 
44  Country.”  . 

4  The  Governor  is  pleafed  further  to  cenfure  us,  for 
4  not  defiring  a  Conference  on  the  Bill  to  prevent  the 
4  Importation  of  Germans ,  or  other  PafTengers,  in 
4  too  great, Numbers  in  one  Ship  or  Veflel,  and  to 
4  prevent  the  Spreading  of  contagious  Diftempers, 
4  &c.  We  own  that  it  is  fometimes  grac'd  fed,  when 
4  the  Governor  and  Aflembly  dicier  in  Judgment  con- 
4  cernmg  a  Bill,  to  requeft  a  Conference,  if  there  be 
4  any  Hope  by  fuch  a  Conference  to  obtain  an  Agree- 
4  ment ;  but  we  being,  from  many  Circumltances  at- 
4  tending  the  Bill,  without  fuch  Hope  at  p^efent, 
4  contented  ourfelves  with  laying  before  the  Gover- 
4  nor,  in  a  Meflage,  our  Reafons  for  not  agreeing  to 
4  his  propofed  Amendments,  and  fubmitted  thofe 
4  Reafons  to  his  Confideration  •,  the  Bill  may  ftill  be 
4  refumed,  and  a  Conference  entered  into  at  a  future 
4  Seffion,  if  there  fhould  be  any  Profpedt  of  Succefs. 
4  If  our  Proceeding  was  irregular,  which  we  think 
4  it  was  not,  the  Governor  may  be  pleafed  to  remem- 
4  ber,  he  bimfelf  let  us  a  more  irregular  Example  at 
4  our  laft  Sitting,  when  we  prefented  him  the  Bill  for 
4  granting  Twenty-five  Thailand  Pounds  to  the  King’s 
4  Ufe  i  for  he  neither  propoled  any  Amendment,  nor 

*  deflred 


£24  !/£#  Hifiorical  REV  IE  IV,  Sec* 

4  defired  any  Conference,  nor  would  return  us  ouf 
4  Bill  (when  we  exprefly  fent  for  it  to  be  re-con- 
4  fidered)  according  to  the  conftant  Cuftom  in  this 
4  Government,  but  only  acquainted  us,  that,  44  it  be- 
44  ing  a  Bill  of  a  very  extraordinary  Nature,  he  would 
44  fend  it  Home  to  the  Miniftry,”  which  we  hope 
4  he  has  accordingly  done,  as  we  believe  it  will  be 
c  found,  however  the  Governor  may  have  mifappre- 
c  hended  it,  to  have  nothing  extraordinary  in  its 
4  Nature,  or  inconfiftent  with  our  Duty  to  the 
4  Crown,  or  affuming  more  than  our  juft  Rights  and 
4  Privileges. 

4  On  the  whole ;  while  we  find  the  Governor 
4  transforming  our  bejl  Adlions  into  Crimes ,  and  en- 
4  deavouring  to  render  the  Inhabitants  of  Penfylvania 
4  odious  to  our  gracious  Sovereign  and  his  Minifters, 

4  to  the  Britijh  Nation,  to  all  the  neighbouring  Co- 
4  lonies,  and  to  the  Army  that  is  come  to  protect  us ; 

4  we  cannot  look  upon  him  as  a  Friend  to  this  Country. 

4  We  are  plain  People,  unpradifed  in  the  Sleights 
4  and  Artifices  of  Controverfy,  and  have  no  Joy  in 
4  Difputation.  We  wifh  the  Governor  the  fame  Dif- 
4  pofition  *,  and  when  he  fhall,  as  we  hope  he  will,  on 
4  better  Confideration,  alter  his  Condud  towards  us, 

4  and  thereby  convince  us  that  he  means  well  to  the 
4  Province,  we  may  then  be  able  to  tranfad  the  Pub- 
4  lick  Bufinefs  together  with  Comfort  both  to  him  and 
4  ourfelves;  of  which  till  then  we  have  fmall  Expec- 
4  tation.” 

Such  was  the  Language  of  Liberty,  Truth  and 
Candor !  We  feel  the  force  of  it !  We  cannot  refill 
its  Authority !  And  if  the  Governor  had  the  Mor¬ 
tification  to  find  they  had  ordered  both  his  Meflage 
and  their  Anfwer  to  be  printed  in  their  Gazettes,  he 
had  alfo  the  Pleafure  to  find  himfelt  excufed  for  the 
prefent  by  their  Adjournment,  from  the  impoffible 
Tafk,  of  conftruding  l'uch  a  Reply  as  the  PrdTure  of 
his  Cafe  required. 


Per* 
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Perhaps  they  thought  the  Abfurdity  he  had  fallen 
into,  by  charging  them  with  a  Refolution  to  take  Ad¬ 
vantage  of  their  Country's  Banger ,  to  aggrandize  and 
render  permanent  their  own  Power  and  Authority ,  too 
glaring  to  need  any  Comment.  Perhaps  they  did  not 
think  it  proper  to  retort*  7'hat  the  Inhabitants  of  a 
Colony,  fo  remote  from  the  principal  Seat  of  Empire, 
had  abundantly  more  to  apprehend  from  an  Excefs  of 
power  in  their  Governor,  than  the  Governor  could 
pofiibly  have  from  a  like  Excefs  in  their  Representa¬ 
tives  :  The  Executive,  as  before  obferved,  being  a 
jfingle  Principle  always  in  Force,  and  the  Legiflative 
^ompofed  of  two  co-equal  Principles,  which  mult 
lalways  tally,  or  can  no  otherwife  operate,  than  by  re¬ 
training  and  controlling  the  Operations  of  each  other, 
as  in  the  Cafe  before  us  :  And,  perhaps,  they  had  not 
the  Refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  July  2, 
1678,  in  Sight  at  that  Time:  which  was  as  follows  : 
viz. 

4  That  all  Aids  and  Supplies  granted  to  his  Majefty 
4  in  Parliament,  are  the  [ole  Gift  of  the  Commons : 
4  That  all  Bills  for  the  granting  any  fuch  Aids  and 
*  Supplies  ought  to  begin  with  the  Commons :  And 
1  that  it  is  the  undoubted  and  foie  Right  of  the 
!‘  Commons  to  direct,  limit  and  appoint  in  fuch  Bills, 
‘  the  Ends,  Purpofes,  Confiderations,  Conditions, 
4  Limitations  and  Qualifications,  of  fuch  Grants, 

4  which  ought  not  to  be  changed  by  the  Houfe  of 
4  Lords.’  To  fay  nothing  of  certain  remarkable 
Provifions  of  theirs  in  the  Year  1678  (which,  in  a 
Courfe  of  Conferences  with  the  Lords,  they  adhered 
to)  to  appoint  a  Receiver  of  their  own  for  the  Ad- 
miniftration  of  the  Money  then  granted  for  the  Pay¬ 
ment  and  difbanding  of  the  Army,  and  the  Payment 
of  the  fame  into  the  Chamber  of  London  infl ead  of  the 
Exchequer. 

Their  Adjournment  was  to  the  Firff  of  September  ; 
but  they  were  aiTembled  by  fpecial  Summons  on  the 
13th  of  June  •,  and  the  firft  Minute  on  their  Books  of 
jpuhlick  Note  is,  One,  to  fpecify  the  Approbation 

given 
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given  by  the  Lords  Juftices  to  Governor  Thomas* s  Aft 
for  granting  5000 1.  out  of  Bills  of  Credit  for  the 
King’s  Ufe.  The  Date  of  this  Approbation  is  Oc¬ 
tober  9 ,  1748  :  So  that  it  was  fubfequent  to  the  King’s  ■ 
Injlruttion  fo  pertinacioufly  infilled  upon ;  and  hav¬ 
ing,  either  by  fome  Accident  or  Negleft  been  over-  ^ 
looked  thus  long,  the  Governor,  as  we  have  feen, 
had  in  the  December  before  taken  the  Advantage  to 
exprefs  himfelf  thus  hardily  to  the  Afiembly:  ‘Colonel  j 
‘  Ihomas* s  Conduct  is  no  Rule  to  me,  nor  will  mine  ‘ 
‘  be  for  any  one  that  may  fucceed  me;  and  if  we  may  j 
‘  judge  from  his  not  transmitting  that  Aft  to  England,  ' 
‘  we  may  prefume ,  that  he  did  not  look  upon  that  Par- 
c  ticular  as  the  moft  recommendatory  Part  of  his  Ad-  - 
‘  miniftration.  It  is  true,  he  was  never  cenfured 
‘  for  it  *,  and,  indeed,  how  could  he,  as  the  Tranf- 
‘  aftion  was  never  made  known  to  his  Majejly  or  his 
‘  Minillersd 

j  i"1 1 

And  the  next  Minute  that  follows  this  concerning  . 
the  faid  Approbation,  notifies. 

That  fundry  Letters  from  Sir  Peter  Halket  and  Co¬ 
lonel  Dunbar  were  then  read,  acknowledging  the  Re¬ 
ceipt  of  certain  Prefents  from  the  Houfe  to  the  Offi-  J 
cers  of  their  refpeftive  Regiments,  of  the  moft  confi- 
derate  and  acceptable  Kind,  and  returning  Thanks  for 
the  fame. 

The  Reafon  of  this  Summons  affigned  by  the  Go¬ 
vernor  in  his  Meffage  was  to  this  EfFeft,  ‘  That  General 
Braddock  having  begun  his  March  towards  Fort  Dit 
Quefne ,  had  reprefented  to  him,  ‘  That,  in  Cafe  he  j 
fhould  reduce  that  Fort,  his  Intentions  were  to  leave 
a  Garrifon,  with  all  the  Guns,  Stores,  &V.  he  fhould 
find  in  it :  That,  in  Cafe  the  French  fhould  abandon 
and  deftroy  the  Fortifications,  &V.  as  he  had  Reafon 
to  apprehend  they  would ,  he  fhould  then  repair  it  or 
conftruft  fome  Place  of  Defence :  But  that  in  either 
Cafe,  as  the  Artillery,  Stores,  &c.  he  had  with  him 
would  be  abfolutely  necefiary  for  the  Profecution  of 
his  Plan,  he  was  determined  to  leave  none  of  them 
behind  him ,  and  expelled  to  have  all  his  Wants  of  that 
3  Kind, 
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Kind,  as  well  as  Provifions  for  his  Garrifon,  fupplied 
by  the  Governments  of  Virginia ,  Maryland  and  Pen- 
fylvania ;  and,  that  he  might  not  be  delayed  in  his 
Operations,  thofe  Things  might  be  immediately  for¬ 
warded  to  him  under  proper  Convoys.*  Adding, 
That'the  faid  General  had  lately  received  Intelligence, 
which  he  had  communicated  to  him,  that  the  French , 
together  with  their  Indians ,  intended,  as  foon  as  the 
Army  was  far  advanced,  to  fall  upon  the  Back 
Country  ;  and  that,  though  the  General  thought  it  a 
Bravado,  he  alfo  thought  it  advifeable  to  take  all 
poflible  Precautions  againfb  it :  That  he  had  called 
them  together  upon  this  Application  and  Intelligence: 
That  he  recommended  it  to  them  to  enable  him  to 
furnilli  fuch  of  the  Things  demanded  as  were  proper 
for  the  Province ,  and  to  condudt  them  to  the  Places 
where  they  would  be  wanted,  which  could  not  be  well 
done  without  a  ftrong  Guard :  As  alfo  by  a  Militia , 
or  otherwife,  to  protect  the  faid  Back  Country  againfb 
the  Incurfions  of  the  Enemy  :  That,  upon  the  Re¬ 
ceipt  of  the  General’s  Letter,  he  had  written  to  the 
Governors  of  Virginia  and  Maryland ,  to  know  what 
Shares  of  thefe  Supplies  their  Governments  would 
jrefpedlively  furnifh :  That  he  needed  not  inforce  the 
Point  by  any  other  Arguments,  than  that  Fort  Du 
Duefne  was  within  their  Province,  and  that  the  great 
•Expence  the  Nation  was  at  on  this  Occafion  w'ould  be 
thrown  away ,  his  Majefty’s  Intentions  rendered  abor¬ 
tive,  and  his  Arms  dilhonoured ,  if  the  Countries  the 
faid  General  Ihould  recover  were  left  in  fuch  a  naked 
Condition,  that  the  French  might  take  Pojfejfion  of 
them  again ,  as  foon  as  the  Army  fhould  be  withdrawn , 
&c.  &c. 


A  very  little  Skill  in  Political  Matters  would  have 
fhewn  thofe  concerned,  That  there  was  rather  more 
Management  concealed  under  this  Speech  than  was 
ftri&ly  neceffary,  and  put  them  on  their  Guard  ac¬ 
cordingly. 

The  Affembly  of  Penfylvania  had  fome  Wifdom  as 
well  as  much  Plainncfs ;  and  therefore,  by  Way  of 

2  Pre- 
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Preliminary,  defired  to  have  the  Letter  in  their  Cuf- 
tody,  which  was  to  be  the  Ground  of  their  Proceed¬ 
ings.  The  Governor  hefitated ;  faid  it  contained  { 
many  Matters  not  proper  to  be  made  public  •,  that  it  ) 
would  not  be  fafe,  therefore,  unlefs  the  Houfe  would 
previoufly  promife  him  it  fhould  not  be  printed',  but,  j 
however,  he  would  fhew  it  to  a  Committee ,  if  the  Houfe 
would  appoint  one  for  that  Purpofe.  The  Houfe, ,, 
on  the  other  Hand,  renewed  their  Requeft  in  Writing,  5 
tlledged  that  it  had  always  been  the  Cuftom,  when 
Affemblies  were  called  together  on  Occafion  of  Let-  3 
ters  received,  to  communicate  thofe  Letters  ;  that » 
giving  a  Committee  a  Sight  of  Letters,  on  which  any  j 
important  Step  was  to  be  taken,  did  not  feem  iuffi-  j 
dent  •,  but  that  the  Letters  fhould  lie  before  the 
Houfe  to  be  read  as  often  as  necefiary  to  the  right  un-  E 
derftanding  of  the  Matters  they  contained  or  required; 
that  the  Governor  might  fafeiy  put  his  Truft  in  the  j 
Prudence  of  the  Houfe:  In  fine,  they  would  hear*' 
of  no  Alternative,  fince  the  Importance  of  the  Con*fl 
tents  of  that  Letter  had  been  urged  as  the  Reafon  forj 
calling  them  together  at  fo  unfeafonable  a  Time  of  the] 
Year;  and,  as  they  could  not  take  the  Letter  into 
Confideration  without  feeing  it,  they  hoped  he  would; 
not,  by  {farting  new  Methods  of  Proceeding,  anden-) 
gaging  them  in  trivial  Difputes,  any  longer  obftrudl] 
or  delay  the  publick  Service. 

This  was  done  the  fixteenth.  The  next  Day,  in- j 
(lead  of  an  Anfwer,  the  Governor  fent  them  down  a. 
Brace  of  new  Meflages.  One  in  the  Morning,  giv-\ 
ing  them  to  underftand,  “  That  the  Roads  they  had, 
ordered  to  be  made  to  the  Ohio  would  be  attended 
with  a  much  greater  Expence  than  was  at  firfl  ima-' 
gined  :  That  the  Money  fent  to  the  CommifTaries  was 
already  fpent :  That  more  was  wanting :  And,  that 
the  General,  having  difeharged  the  Soldiers  Wives 
out  of  the  Army,  with  a  Stoppage  of  One  Shilling 
Sterling  a  Week  out  of  their  Hufband’s  Pay  for  their' 
Subfiftence,  it  would  become  the  Companion  of  the 
Province  to  fupply  what  would  be  farther  necefiary 
a  L  for 
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for  that  Purpofe.” — And  another  in  the  Afternoon, 
containing  more  Intelligence.  Intelligence  he  himfelf 
had  now  received,  and  had  forwarded  to  the  General : 
Namely,  That  feveral  Bodies  of  Troops  had  pafied 
from  Canada  over  the  Lake  Ontario  in  their  Way  to 
the  Ohio,  to  join  the  Forces  already  there  :  That  the 
French  were  doing  their  utmoft  to  engage  the  Indians 
on  their  Side  ;  and,  rather  than  fail,  were  determined 
to  oppofe  General  Braddock  with  the  whole  Force  of 
Canada.  Containing  alfo  a  Repetition  of  what  in  Ef- 
fe£t  he  had  faid  before  concerning  the  Back  Country  ; 
heightened  with  fome  new  Apprehenfions,  That  when 
the  Troops  were  removed,  the  Enemy  might  either 
cut  off  or  greatly  interrupt  their  Communication 
| with  the  Province,  which  might  be  every  Way  at¬ 
tended  with  fatal  Confequences.  And  all  was  made 
Ufe  of  to  authorize  a  frefh  Demand  lor  a  Militia- Law 
and  a  new  Demand  for  a  Supply  to  enable  him  to  build 
Strong-Houfes  on  the  new  Road  to  the  Ohio ,  and  to 
maintain  fuch  a  Number  of  Men  as  fhould  be  necef- 
fary  to  keep  the  Communication  between  the  Province 
and  the  Army  open,  effort  Provifions,  Stores,  &c. 
that  the  General  might  neither  be  forced  to  weaken 
his  Army  by  making  Detachments  from  it,  nor  ex- 
pofe  thofe  Detachments  to  be  furprized  and  cut  off; 
and  that  he  might  occafionally  make  Ufe  of  them  as 
Auxiliaries  too,  in  Cafe  the  Numbers  brought  againft 
him  fhould  make  fuch  a  Re-inforcement  neceffary  : 
And  (after  having  rung  all  the  Changes  that  fuch  a 
Medley  of  Demands  and  Suggeftions  in  fuch  Hands 
was  capable  ofj  making  the  Province  anfwerable, 
as  ufual,  in  Cafe  of  Non-Compliance,  for  all  Mif- 
chiefs. 

On  the  2 iff,  however,  when  the  Houfe  (having 
taken  into  Confideration,  That  the  15,000  /.  given 
to  the  King’s  Ufe  in  the  preceding  April ,  and  paid 
out  of  the  Money  in  the  Difpofition  of  the  Houfe, 
which  was  almoft  exhaufted,  could  not  anfwer  all  the 
Purpofes  intended  by  the  Bill  for  granting  25,000  /. 
to  which  the  Governor  refufed  his  Affent)  had  already 

Q,  3 
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prepared  two  Money-Bills,  one  for  finking  10,000 /. 
for  the  Exchange  of  defaced  Bills,  and  oneof  15,000/.^ 
more  for  the  King’s  Ufe,  the  Governor’s  Anfwer  con-( 
cerning  General  Braddock' s  Letter  came  :  And  therein  x 
he  afferted,  That  the  Governor  for  the  Time  being  ; 
had  a  Right  to  call  the  Affembly  together  whenever  g 
he  thought  the  public  Service  required  it :  That  his  r 
Speeches  or  MelTages  were  a  fufficient  Foundation  for  .pi 
them  to  proceed  upon:  That  they  having,  by  the.t 
Plenitude  of  their  own  Power,  not  only  given  their')! 
Orders  to  the  Printers  to  proceed  with  the  Publication  j 
of  the  Secretary  of  State’s  Letters,  in  Contradiction  to* i: 
his  to  the  contrary,  but  alfo  claimed  a  Right  of  doing 
the  fame  by  any  other  Papers  laid  before  them,  they  ! 
could  not  be  at  a  Lofs  for  the  Reafon  of  his  Cautiongi 
on  the  prefent  Occafion  :  That  he  being  anfwerable 
for  every  Secret  of  State  that  fhould  be  communicated*! 
to  him  for  the  King’s  Service,  and  by  the  Nature  of  \ 
his  Station  the  foie  and  only  Judge  what  Letters  and 
Papers  were  proper  to  be  made  public,  did  expedtl 
a  Promife  of  Secrecy  from  the  Houfe,  either  verbal,  i 
or  otherwife,  or  fomething  tantamount  to  it ;  and  thatii 
otherwife  he  fhould  not  communicate  it. 

And,  on  the  twenty-fixth  following,  the  Affembly 
returned  their  Anfwer.  In  the  opening  of  which, 
having  admitted  the  Governor’s  Right  or  Power  to>  1 
call  them  together,  they,  neverthelefs,  infill  on  the 
ufual  Manner  of  exercifing  it  ;  that  is  to  fay,  with  ai  1 
proper  Regard  to  the  Convenience  of  the  Members  at  : 
their  Harvefl,  and  to  df -patch ,  when  neceffarily  fum-Ii 
moned  at  that  or  other  unfeafonable  Times,  for  the 
Sake  of  keeping  up  a -good  Underflanding  between  j 
the  Governor  and  them.  c  But,’  faid  they,  e  fhould  t 
c  our  Governors  confider  this  Power,  as  a  Power  of 
4  bringing  us  together  at  a  great  Expence  to  the  , 
4  Country,  merely  to  fhew  their  Abilities  in  contriving 
£  new  Modes ,  or  making  new  Demands  upon  the  Peo- 
4  pie,  to  obflruct  the  Ends  of  their  Meeting,  we  ap- 
4  prehend  it  will  anfwer  no  valuable  Purpofe.’  That  | 
his  Speeches  and  Mejfages  were  a  fufficient  Foundation 

for 
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for  them  to  proceed  upon,  they  alfo  admitted  to  be 
occafionally  true :  But  then  they  were  of  Opinion,  on 
ithe  contrary,  that  when  his  Writs  of  Summons  were 
founded  on  Letters  or  Advices  referred  to  in  his  faid 
Speeches  and  Mefiages,  they  had  a  Right  to  have  the 
Original  Papers  laid  before  them  ;  and  they  averred 
this  had  ever  been  the  Pradtice  in  their  Province;  fo 
that  a  different  Conduct  at  that  Time  could  only  tend 
to  obftrudt  the  Public  Bufinefs  before  them.  6  If 
Governors,  they  farther  intimated,  might  differ  in 
their  Modes  of  conducting  themfelves,  according  to 
the  different  Reafons  for  chufing  them,  or  Purpofes 
to  be  ferved  by  them,  it  became  the  People  neverthe- 
efs  to  be  confiftent  with  themfelves  at  all  Times, 
which  could  never  be  if  they  did  not  make  original 
Papers  the  Rule  of  their  Proceeding.  The  Objection 
Irawn  from  their  printing  the  Secretary  of  State’s 
Letter,  fo  often  recurred  to  by  the  Governor,  though 
o  fully  confuted,  they  would  not  allow  to  be  of  any 
vVeighr,  unlefs  he  could  fhew,  their  Printing  it  had 
fifeovered  any  of  his  Majefty’s  Defigns  and  Com¬ 
mands,  with  Refpedt  to  the  French ,  not  more  gene¬ 
t-ally  known  before  by  his  own  M^ffages,  the  public 
Prints,  and  the  Speeches  of  other  Governors  ; 
Specially  as  it  had  been  communicated  without  any 
Saution,  and  had  been  printed  before  this  Objection 
pf  his  was  known.  Anfwerable  for  every  Secret  of 
State  communicated  to  him  by  his  Superiors  as  fuch, 
ihey  feemed  willing  to  allow  :  But  fuch  as  he  was  en- 
oined  to  lay  before  the  Aflembly,  they  contended, 
ivere  fo  to  be  laid  before  them,  and  they  were  to  be 
•efponfible  for  the  Ufe  made  of  them  afterwards. 
jAnd  as  to  his  foie  and  only  Power  of  judging  what  Pa- 
bers  were  fit ,  and  what  not,  to  be  laid  before  the  Pub¬ 
ic,  they  fo  far  difputed  it,  as  to  except  luch  Papers 
is  were  neceffary  for  their  Jollification,  which,  they 
)refumed,  were  fubjefl  to  the  Decifions  of  their  own 
Prudence  only,  wherein  they  were  allured  he  might 
/ery  fafely  confide.* 

CL  4  ' 
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The  more  trivial  this  Difpute  may  appear,  the  more 
apparent  becomes  that  Spirit  of  Perverfenefs  which 
the  Proprietaries  had  let  loofe,  to  keep  the  Province 
in  a  perpetual  Broil ;  till,  weary  of  the  Conflict,  they 
fhould  grow  tame  by  Degrees,  and  at  la  ft  crouch,  like 
the  Camel,  to  take  up  what  Load,  and  carry  it  what 
Length  of  Way,  their  Drivers  plealed. 

On  the  faid  21ft  of  June ,  when  the  Governor’s 
litigious  Mefiage  thus  anfwered  came  down,  the  Houfe 
fent  up  their  two  Money-Bills  with  a  Mefiage,  im-> 
porting.  That  the  feveral  Services,  by  them  enume¬ 
rated,  having  almoft  exhaufted  their  Treafury,  they 
had  fent  up  a  new  Bill  to  give  the  additional  Sum  of 
15,000  /.  for  thofe  Purpofesj  in  which  Bill,  faid  they 
(for  the  Reft  of  the  Mefiage  fhall  be  given  in  their 
own  Words)  ££  We  have  carefully  followed  the  Adt 
?£  pafTed  by  Governor  Thomas,  in  1746,  for  granting 
C£  Five  Fhoufand  Pounds  for  the  King’s  Ufe,  and  the 
“  other  Adis  relating  to  our  Bills  of  Credit,  confirmed 
“  by  the  Crown  on  the  twenty- ninth  of  October,  1  748; 
(i  from  which  Adis  fo  confirmed,  the  enadling 
“  Claufes,  fo  far  as  they  could  be  made  agreeable  to 
<£  our  prefent  Circumftances,  have  been  inferted  in 

this  Bill,  that  every  Gbjedlion  arifing  from  the 
££  Royal  Inftrudtion  to  Colonel  Thomas,  in  1740, 
££  might  be  obviated  by  a  diredt  Decifion  of  the 
“  higheft  Authority.  And  as  that  Confirmation  of 
?£  our  Adis,  which  we  prefume  will  have  its  due 
6£  Weight  with  our  Governor,  may  be  more  certainly 
££  known  to  him  than  it  appears  to  have  hitherto  been, 
4f  we  take  the  Liberty  of  fending  him  the  Original 
££  Confirmation. 

‘c  We  have  only  to  entreat  the  Governor  would 
<£  be  pleafed  to  give  this  Bill  all  the  Difpatch  in 
*?c  his  Power,  as  our  long  Sitting  at  this  Time  is  in 
?£  every  Refpedt  unfeafonable,  and  the  Prefence  of 
C£  many  of  our  Members  is  now  abfolutely  necefiary 
?£  at  their  Homes,  for  the  better  Security  of  their 
“  Harvefts  under  their  prefent  calamitous  Circum-i 

*5  (tances.B 
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To  underftand  what  is  here  meant  by  the  Words 
calamitous  Circumjiances ,  it  is  neceffary  the  Reader 
fhould  be  informed,  That  Penfyhania  having  been 
vifited  this  Year  with  a  fevere  Froft  and  Drowth, 
which  had  obliged  the  Inhabitants  in  many  Places  to 
mow  their  Wheat,  in  Order  to  fupply  the  Want  of 
Fodder  for  their  Cattle,  no  longer  abounded  in  Bread- 
Corn,  as  it  ufually  does  •,  and  very  melancholly  Ap- 
prehenfions  began  to  be  entertained,  that  the  Miferies 
of  Scarcity  would  be  luperadded  to  thofe  of  War. 

From  the  21ft  to  the  25th,  neverthelefs,  the  Go¬ 
vernor  brooded  over  the  two  Bills  ( viz .  the  10,000/. 
Bill  for  Exchange,  and  the  15,000  /.  Bill  for  the 
King’s  Ufe)  and  then  fent  down  a  Meffage  acknow¬ 
ledging,  That  many  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  were  in  a 
bacf  Condition  ;  but  requiring  to  be  fir  ft  fatisfied, 
how  much  of  the  Money  formerly  ftruck  for  exchang¬ 
ing  Bills,  and  of  which  3,302/.  6s.  8 d.  was  at  the  laft 
Settlement  remaining  in  the  Hands  of  the  Truftees, 
was  ftill  fo  remaining,  before  he  paffed  that  Bill. — He 
was  anfwered  the  lame  Day,  That,  according  to  the 
belt  Computation  that  could  be  made,  the  Sum  was 
1302/.  6s.  8 d.  Before  that  Anfwer  could  reach  his 
Hands,  his  Secretary  was  dilpatched  to  the  Houfe 
with  fuch  Amendments  to  the  other,  which  was  the 
principal  Bill,  as  he  was,  unqueftionably,  precon¬ 
vinced  the  Affembly  would  never  comply  with.  And 
that  this  is  no  uncharitable  or  unreafonable  Affertion, 
is  manifeft  from  the  whole  Tenor  of  his  Condudt, 
which  was  demonftrably  fuch  as  would  have  better 
became  a  Fvench  Governor  than  an  Eyi^djh  one. 

The  Affembly,  however,  beftowed  a  proper  Time 
of  Confideration  on  thofe  Amendments,  and  then  ac¬ 
quainted  him  by  Meffage,  That  they  adhered  to  their 
Bill  in  all  its  Parts  ;  but  accompanied  this  Declaration 
with  a  Queftion :  Whether  he  would  pafs  it  into  a 

Law  as  it  then  flood  ?  To  which  he  anfwered  firft. 

That  he  would  take  it  into  £onfideration  •,  and  final¬ 
ly  gave  it  under  his  Hand,  That  he  adhofod  to  his 

3  ^  !  "  '  Amend- 
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Amendments;  without  afiigning  any  Reafons,  defirino- 
a  Conference,  or  having  Recourfe  to  any  other  Expe¬ 
dient  ufual  on  the  like  Occafion. 

The  iOjOoo  /.  Bill  for  exchanging  torn  and  de¬ 
faced  Money,  met  with  a  better  Fate  :  For  after  fome 
ConcdTions  on  both  Sides  it  was  palled  into  a  Law  ; 
and  this  was  almoft  the  only  Fruit  of  a  Seffion  fo  un- 
feafonably  exadled,  and  introduced  with  fuch  extraor¬ 
dinary  Demands. 

They  then  acquainted  the  Governor  by  MelTage, 
That  they  propofed  to  adjourn  to  the  firftof  Sept  ember 
then  next  enfuing  :  And  the  Governor  fignified  in  Re- 
ply,  That  he  had  no  Objection  thereto. 

Notwithftanding  which  he  fummoned  them  again  to 
meet  on  the  2,3d  or  July\  and  they  met  accordingly, 
gave  him^  Notice  thereof  as  ufual,  and  required  a 
Copy  ol  the  \v  rits  by  which  they  were  fummoned. 
His  A.nfwer  was  not  icturned  till  the  next  Day,  and 
then  what  he  faid  was  to  this  Effedt :  That  he  Ihould 
have  laid  the  Bujinefs  he  had  for  the  Confideration  of 
the  Houfe  before  them  the  Day  preceding,  had  not 
the  Jhocking  News  he  had  received,  prevented  his  get¬ 
ting  it  ready  Time  enough;  but  that  the  Houfe  Ihould 
hear  from  him  that  Morning,  and  alfo  have  the  Copy 
of  the  Writ  as  defired. 

This  Jhocking  News  was  the  ftrange,  unprecedented, 
ignominious  Defeat  of  General  Braddock :  And  what, 
if  poffible,  is  more  flocking  fill,  this  Incident* 
which,  though  fo  inconfiderable  to  the  Whole ,  ft  ruck 
fo  much  Horror  through  every  Party  had  no  other 
Effedl  on  him,  than  the  Miracles  of  Mofes  had  on  the 
Heart,  of  Pharaoh. 

If  the  expofed  Condition  of  the  Province  had  before 
furni filed  him  witn  Topicks  for  Levies  of  Money  and 
Froops,  aft  for  placing  an  unlimited  Confidence  in 
him  their  Governor,  and  his  firft  Movers  the  Propri¬ 
etaries  y  he  now  thought  it  would  render  his  Eloquence 
irref  ftible  :  and  at  ail  Hazards  refolved  to  make- the 
moft  of  it.  , 


Fear, 
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Fear,  though  moft  an  Enfeebler  of  any  of  the 
Paffions,  has  *the  ftrongeft  Dominion  over  us  •,  and 
while  we  are  fcarce  haif  of  ourleives,  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered,  that  we  become  the  Property  of  any  Body 
elfe. 

With  a  Face,  and  a  Voice,  and  whatever  eiie  was 
Suitable  for  the  Pradice  now  to  be  tried,  did  the  Go¬ 
vernor  now  meet  the  Aflembly ;  and  having  dif- 
patched  his  Text  (the  Defeat  of  Braddock )  in  lefs  than 
fix  Lines,  came  at  once  to  Ufe  and  Application  in  the 
Terms  following  1  4  This  unfortunate  and  unexpected 
‘  Change  in  our  Affairs  will  deeply  affed  every  one 
<•  of  his  Majefty’s  Colonies,  but  none  of  them  in  fo 
<  fenfible  a  Manner  as  this  Province,  which,  having 
c  no  Militia ,  is  thereby  left  expofed  to  the  cruel 

*  Incurfions  of  the  French  and  their  baibarous  Indians^ 

«  who  delight  in  fhedding  human  Blood,  and  who 
c  make  no  Diftindion  as  to  Age  or  Sex,-  as  to 

‘  thole  that  are  armed  againft  them,  or  fuch  as  they 
«  can  fuprize  in  their  peaceful  Habitations  all 

‘  are  alike  theCbjeds  ol  their  Cruelty,  flaughter- 

*  ing  the  tender  Infant  and  frighted  Mothe t  with  equal 

*  Joy  and  Eiercenefs.  To  fuch  Enemies,  fpurred  on 

*  by  the  native  Cruelty  of  their  Tempers,  encouraged 
«  by  their  late  Succefs,  and  having  now  no  Army  to 
‘  fear,  are  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province  expofed— 

*  and  by  fuch  muft  we  now  exped  to  be  over-run,  if 
‘  we  do  not  immediately  prepare  for  cur  own  Defence; 
«  nor  ought  v/e  to  content  ourfelves  with  this,  but 
‘  refolve  to  drive  and  confine  the  French  to  their  own 

*  juft  Limits.’ 

Flere  the  noble  Example  of  the  Eajtern  Governments 
(New- England)  in  forcing  the  Enemy  to  keep  a  due 
Diftance  from  their  Borders,  was  recommended  <md 
inforced  :  And  then  returning  to  his  main  Point,  he 
a^ain  expatiated  thus:  4  Allow  me  therefore,  Gentle- 
t  men,  to  recommend  to  your  moft  ferious  Conudgr- 
‘  ation  the  prefent  State  and  Condition  of  yourCoun- 

*  try,  the  Danger  to  which  the  Lives  and  *.  iopeities 

4  of  all  thofe  you  have  undertaken  to  repiefent  fLnd 
w  N  *  expofed 
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‘  expofed  at  this  critical  and  melancholy  Conjunc- 

C  tUlej  anc*  to  ^ire  that  you  would  not,  by  an  ift 
t  tuned  Parfitnony,  by  reviving  any  Matters  that  have 
been  in  Difpute,  or  from  any  other  Motive,  fuffer 
^.eoP^e  t0  rema*n  any  longer  undefended,  or  the 
Blood  or  the  Innocent  to  be  fhed  by  the  cruel  Hands 

\  SavaSes* - There  are  Men  enough  in  this 

\  Province  to  protea  it  againft  any  Force  the  French 
can  bring,  and  Numbers  of  them  are  willing  and  de- 
firous  to  defend  their  Country  upon  the  prcfent  Oc- 

‘  cafl0">  buJ.  they  bave  neither  Arms,  Ammunition 
nor  Dilciphne,  without  which  it  will  be  impoflible 
‘  to  repel  an  adtive  Enemy,  whofe  Trade  is  War— 
c  *  therefore  hope,  that  you  will,  without 

Delay,  grant  fuch  Supplies  as  may  enable  me  not  only 
to  fecure  the  People  of  this  Province,  but,  by  re- 
in  forcing  and  affifting  the  King’s  Troops,  enable 
them  to  remove  the  French  from  their  prefent  En- 
croachments. 

‘  If  fomething  very  effeftual  be  not  done  at  this 
,  , !  lmi tor  the  Safcty  and  Security  ot  the  Province, 

■  the  Enemy,  who  know  how  to  make  the  belt  Ufe 
‘  ™  a  Vlftor y»  will  ftrengthen  themfelves  in  fuch  a 
Manner,  that  it  will  be  next  to  impoffible  for  us  to 

*  remove  them.’ 

In  Effedl,  the  Affembly  chofe,  for  this  once,  to  be 
blind  to  the  artificial  Parc  of  his  Speech,  and  to  dif- 
charge  their  own  Duty  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  fhould 
leave  him,  even  on  his  own  Premifes,  inexcufable  for 
any  failure  on  his  Side. 

On  the  very  next  Day  they  granted  an  Aid  to  the 
Crown  or  50,000/. ;  and  though  it  is  plain  by  this 
that  they  did  not  want  a  Goad,  on  the  next  following, 
when  they  had  the  Ways  and  Means  of  raifing  thts 
oum  under  Confideration,  the  Governor,  by  Mef- 
age,  apprized  them  that  Colonel  Dunbar ,  with  the 
Kemainder  of  the  King’s  Forces,  had  reached  Fort 
Cumberland ;  and  that,  as  foon  as  his  Circumftances 
wou’d^  admit,  he  intended  to  continue  his  March  to 

*  '^-'A'^phia  ;  and  that  he  had  laid  thefe  Matters  be- 

fpre 
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fore  them,  that  they  might  fall  upon  Meafures,  as  foon 
as  poffble ,  for  the  Protedlion  of  the  Weflern  Frontier. 

But  this  had  not  the  defired  Effedt :  For  the  Af- 
fembly  in  their  Reply  moft  rationally  fuggefled,  That 
Colonel  Dunbar' s  Forces  might  be  employed  on  this 
Service  ;  and  requefled  the  Governor  to  make  Ufe  of 
his  Inftances  accordingly.  This  he  could  not  refufe: 
But  the  Sequel  may  fhew  how  little  defirous  he  was  of 
having  the  Province  defended  by  thofe  Forces. 

The  next  Day,  while  the  Houfe  was  debating  on  the 
Ways  and  Means,  among  which  one  was  known  to 
be  Taxing  the  Proprietary  Eftate  in  Proportion  with 
others,  a  pompous  Meffage  was  fent  down,  containing 
an  Offer  on  the  Part  of  the  Proprietaries ,  of  1000 
Acres  of  Land,  Weft  of  the  Allegheny  Mountains,  with¬ 
out  Purchafe  Money,  and  for  Fifteen  Years  clear  of 
Quit-Rents,  to  every  Colonel  who  fhould  ferve  on  an 
Expedition  from  that  or  the  neighbouring  Provinces 
againft  the  French  on  the  Ohio ;  750  to  each  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  and  Major;  500  to  each  Captain;  400  to  each 
Lieutenant  and  Enfign,  and  200  to  every  common 
Soldier  :  And  requiring  the  Houfe  to  afford  fome  Af - 
fijiance  to  fuch  as  fhould  accept  the  fame. 

To  make  up  Weight,  a  Letter  of  Intelligence  from 
an  Indian  Trader  lately  returned  from  Canada ,  whither 
he  had  fled  to  avoid  being  apprehended  for  killing  a 
Man,  was  fent  along  with  this  Meffage  :  And,  upon 
the  Heels  of  both,  a  Remonftrance  (not  a  Petition) 
was  conjured  up,  from  fundry  Inhabitants  of  the  City 
and  County  of  Philadelphia  (Emigrants  from  the  fa¬ 
mous  Borough  of  Potnefs  it  mult  be  prefumed)  and 
prefented  to  the  Affcmbly;  containing  a  fubmiffive 
Conceipt ,  That  100,000/.  was  as  fmall  a  Sum  as  would 
anfwer  the  prefent  Exigency ;  and  fignifying  the  Wil- 
lingnefs  of  the  Prefenters  to  contribute  their  Propor¬ 
tion  of  the  fame,  or  of  a  larger  Sum  if  neceffary  :  Not 
to  infill  on  fundry  Petitions  from  many  of  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Three  Townfhips;  and  Two  more  from  fundry 
Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Chefler ,  who  made  it  their 
Prayer  to  be  furnifhed  with  Arms  and  Ammunition  for 
Defence  of  their  Houfes  and  Families. 


The 
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The  Affembly,  in  the  mean  Time,  with  a  Degree 
of  Compofure  and  Steadinefs,  which,  in  a  higher  Or¬ 
bit,  would  be  called  Dignity  and  Magnanimity,  de¬ 
livered  their  Sentiments  and  Purpofes  in  one  Addrefs 
to  the  Governor,  in  the  following  concife  but  weighty 
Terms:  viz.  “We  have  deliberately  and  ferioufly 
“  conlidered  the  Governor’s  Speech  of  the  Twenty- 
46  fourth  Inftant,  together  with  the  Letters  and  Pa- 
u  pers  he  has  been  pleafed  to  lay  before  us,  by  which 
“  we  find,  that  the  Defeat  of  the  Forces,  under  the 
“  immediate  Command  of  General  Braddock ,  and  the 
“  Retreat  of  Colonel  Dunbar ,  to  Fort  Cumberland, 
“  are  attended  with  very  foocking  Circumftances : 
“  Neverthelefs,  it  gives  us  real  Satisfa&ion,  under 
4£  this  unfortunate  and  unexpected  Change  in  our 
“  Affairs,  that  this  Province  has  feafonably  and  cheer- 
“  fully  complied  with  the  Demands  of  the  King’s 
“  Forces,  and  that  no  Part  of  this  unhappy  Defeat 
“  can  be  laid  to  our  Charge. 

64  We  think  it  our  Duty  on  this  Cccafion  to  be 
£c  neither  parumonious  nor  tenacious  of  fuch  Matters 
“  as  have  been  in  Difpute,  and  are  now  under  the 
“  Conflderation  of  our  Superiors ;  but,  referving  to 
46  ourfelves  all  our  juft  Rights,  we  have  refolved  to 
C5  grant  Fifty  Ihoufand  Pounds  for  the  King’s  Ufe, 

by  a  Tax  on  all  the  real  and  perfonal  Eflates  within 
‘£  this  Province,  in  which  we  [hall  proceed  with  all 
“  poffible  Difpatch^  hoping  to  meet  in  the  Governor 
tc  the  fame  good  Difpoiitions  he  fo  earneftly  recom- 
u  mends  to  us. 

“  i  he  Governor’s  Call  of  our  Houfe  at  this 
“  I  ithe  is  agreeable  to  us,  as  it  impowers  us  to 
“  exert  ourfelves  yet  farther  in  the  Service  of  our 
<c  Country  ;  and  the  like  Opportunity  given  to  the 
tc  Lower  Counties,  under  the  Governor’s  Admini- 
‘c  ft  ration,  we  doubt  not  will  be  acceptable  to 
them,  and  add  their  Contribution  to  the  com- 
“  mon  Caufe,  before  the  Time  to  which  they  ftand 
adjourned.” 


And 
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And  now  a  plain,  unrefining  Reader  would  think. 
That,  the  Danger  of  the  Province  being  fo  great  as  tha 
Governor  had  deferred  it,  and  the  Difpofition  of  the 
Aflembly  fo  fincere  to  provide  for  its  Security,  the 
I flue  of  the  Seffion  could  not  but  be  as  happy  as  the 
Profpedf  was  promifing. 

The  very  Reverfe  of  this,  however,  happened  to  be 
the  Cafe.  The  Aflembly  found  the  Proprietaries  in 
Poflfeflion  of  an  immenfe  Eftate,  in  Lands  and  Quit- 
Rents  :  This  Eftate  was  as  much  endangered  as  any 
other  Eftate,  and  was  to  be  defended  in  common 
with  the  Reft  :  They  did  not  think  the  Immenfity  of 
it  gave  it  any  Title  to  any  Exemption  of  any  Kind, 
and  they  found  no  fuch  Exemption  fpecified  in  any  of 
their  Charters. 

Proceeding,  therefore,  by  the  Rules  of  Reafon  and 
Equity,  as  well  as  Policy,  they  taxed  the  whole  Land 
alike;  and  fubjedted  the  Proprietaries ,  as  Land-holders , 
to  a  proportional  Share  of  all  the  Claims  and  Impoft- 
tions,  which  their  Deputy  would  have  exempted  them 
from  as  Governors  in  Chief,  and  was  fo  ftrenuous  for 
impofmg  on  the  People  alone  And  this  one  bitter 
Ingredient  was  Mors  in  Olla ,  Death  in  the  Pot.  The 
Burdens  laid  by  the  Proprietaries ,  or  by  Proprietary 
Power  on  the  Province,  could  not  be  too  heavy  :  But 
they  themfelves  would  not  charge  a  Finger  with  the 
leaft  Part  of  the  Weight  of  them. 

On  the  fame  Day  that  the  Bill  was  fent  up,  it  was 
returned  with  fuch  Amendments,  as  entirely  exone¬ 
rated  the  whole  Proprietary  Eftate ;  and  the  following 
Meflage  was  immediately  prepared  by  the  Aflembly, 
and  dilpatched  to  the  Governor.  To  wit. 

‘  May  it  pleafe  the  Governor , 

*  The  taxing  of  the  Proprietary  Eftate  with  the 
c  Eftates  of  the  People  of  the  Province,  for  their  com- 
c  men  Security  in  this  Time  of  imminent  Danger,  feems 
*  to  us  fo  perfedtly  equitable  and  juft,  that  we  are 
‘  furprized  the  Governor  fhould  propofe  it  as  an  A- 

‘  mendment 
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‘  mendment  tu  our  Bill  *,  that  the  Proprietary  Efface 
‘  be  in  this  Inftance  exempted. 

‘  As  the  Gccafion  urges,  we  are  extreamly  defir- 
‘  ous  to  come  as  foon  as  poffible  to  a  Conclufion  in 
4  the  Bufinefs  of  this  Sitting  *,  and  do  therefore  en- 
4  treat  the  Governor  would  be  pleafed  to  acquaint  us 
4  explicitly,  whether  he  is  reftridted  by  the  Proprieta - 
4  ries  from  paffing  the  Bill  as  it  Hands  in  that  Parti- 
4  cular,  though  it  were  otherwife  confident  with  his 
4  Judgment,  fince  it  will  only  wafte  Time  to  endea- 
4  vour  to  convince  him  of  its  Reafonablenefs,  if  af- 
4  ter  all  it  will  not  obtain  his  Aftent. 

‘  Or,  if  it  be  poffible  that  fuch  Exemption  of  the 
4  Proprietary  Eftate  from  its  Share  in  the  common 
4  Expence  of  Securing  the  Whole,  fhould  appear  to 
4  the  Governor  a  Thing  right  in  itfelf:  We  would 
4  then  requeft  him  to  favour  us  with  the  Reafons  of 
4  his  Opinion,  that  we  may  take  them  immediately 
4  into  Confideration  •,  for  till  this  Matter  is  explained, 
4  and  underftood,  we  think  it  needlefs  to  confider  any 
4  other  propofed  Alterations.’ 

To  this  the  Governor  the  next  Day  replied. 

4  Gentlemen , 

4  In  Anfwer  to  your  Meffiage  of  Yefterday,  you 
4  will  give  me  Lea»ve  to  obierve,  that  in  the  Proprie- 
4  tary  Commiflion  appointing  me  to  this  Government, 
4  there  is  a  Proviio  that  nothing  therein  contained 
4  fhall  extend,  or  be  conftrued  to  extend,  to  give  me 
4  any  Power  to  do  or  confent  to  any  A£t  whereby  the 
4  Eftate  or  Property  of  the  Proprietaries  may  be  hurt 
4  or  encumbered :  And  this  Provifo  being  contained  in 
4  the  Body  of  the  Commiffion  from  which  I  derive 
4  the  Power  of  adling  as  Governor,  it  is  not  only  the 
4  highest  Prohibition  to  me,  but  any  Law  that  I  may 
4  pals  contrary  to  that  Provifo,  I  imagine,  would  be 

4  void 

*  The  Bill  laid  the  Tax  on  <j//Eftates  real  and  perfonal  throughout 
the  Province,  the  Proprietary  Eftate  ‘not  extepred.’  The  Amend¬ 
ment  propofed  was  in  theie  Words,  *  Dele  the  Word  [ not ]  and 
*  infert  the  Word  [oat/}',  A  final!,  but  very  fignificant  Alteration  ! 
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c  void  in  itfelf  for  want  of  Power  in  me  to  give  it 
4  a  Being. 

4  But  "had  I  not  been  thus  "prohibited ,  I  ffiould  frill 
4  have  thought  it  my  Duty,  to  have  excepted  the  Pro- 
.<■  prietary  Eftate  from  the  Levies  propofed  to  be  made, 
.4  for  the  following  Reafons. 

4  i.  For  that  all  Governors ,  whether  hereditary  or 
4  otherwife,  are,  from. the  Nature  of  their  Office,  ex- 
4  ernpt  from  the  Payment  of  Taxes  ;  on  the  contrary, 

4  Revenues  are  generally  given  to  them  to  fupport 
4  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  Government,  and  to 
4  enable  them  to  do  the  Duties  of  their  Station. 

4  2.  For  that  this  Exemption  from  Taxes  arifing 
4  from  the  Nature  of  Government  is  enforced  by  a 
4  politive  Law  in  this  Province,  which  exprefly  de- 
4  dares,  that  the  proper  Eflates  of  the  Proprietaries 
4  fliall  not  be  liable  to  Rates  or  Taxes. 

4  3.  For  that  the  Proprietaries,  by  their  Governor, 

4  having  confented  to  a  Law  for  veiling  in  the  Peo- 
4  pie  the  foie  Choice  of  the  Perfons  to  aflfefs  and  lay 
4  Taxes  in  the  feveral  Counties,  without  referving  to 
4  themfelves,  or  their  Governor,  any  Negative  upon 
4  fuch  Choice,  and  this  Conceffion  being  made  with 
4  an  exprefs  Provifo,  that  the  Proprietary  Eflates 
*4  ffiould  not  be  taxed,  it  will  be  very  unreafonable 
4  to  empower  fuch  Perfons  by  a  Law,  without  their 
4  previous  Confent,  to  tax  their  Eflates  at  Difcre- 
4  tion. 

4  4.  For  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  conftant  Praq- 
4  tice  and  Ufage  in  this  and  all  the  Proprietary  Go- 
4  vernments  upon  this  Continent,  fo  far  as  f  have 
4  been  informed,  to  lay  any  Tax  upon  the  Lands  or 
4  Eflates  of  the  Proprietaries,  exercifing  the  Govern- 
4  ment  by  themfelves  or  their  Lieutenants. 

4  For  thefe  Reafons  prindpally  I  made  the  Amend- 
4  ments,  relating  to  the  Proprietary  Eftate,  to  your 
4  Bill  for  giving  Fifty  Thoufand  Pounds  to  the  King’s 
4  Ufe,  and  I  hope,  Gentlemen,  they  will  be  fuffici- 
4  ent  to  induce  you  to  agree  to  thofe  Amendments. 
4  Were  the  Proprietaries  now  upon  the  Spot,  I  know 
4  their  Love  and  Affedion  for  this  Country  to  be 

R  4  fuch. 
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‘  fuch,  that  they  would  do  any  Thing  in  their  Power 
6  for  its  Prefer  vation  and  Safety.  But  as  they  are  not 
e  here,  I  have,  on  their  Behalf,  propofed  to  give 
‘  Lands  Weft  of  the  Allegheny  Mountains,  without 
‘  any  Purchafe-Money,  and  free  from  the  Payment 
*  of  Quitrents  for  Fifteen  Years  to  come,  and  then 
4  not  to  exceed  the  common  Quitrent  in  this  Province. 
4  The  particular  Quantity  propofed  as  an  addi- 
4  tional  Encouragement  for  each  Officer  and  Soldier 
4  is  expreffed  in  a  Meffage  to  you  upon  that  Head.’ 

.And  the  next  Day  but  one  the  Affembly  rejoined, 

tc  - -That  the  Intention  of  the  Bill  was  not  to  hurt 

or  incumber  (it  being  as  little  in  their  Power  or  Inten¬ 
tion  to  hurt  or  incumber  the  Eft  ales  of  their  Confid¬ 
ents ,  as  in  the  Governor’s  to  hurt  or  incumber  the 
Proprietary  Eftate)  but  to  free  it  from  Hurt  and  In 
cumbrance  ;  the  worft  of  Incumbrances ,  the  Neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  fo  mifchievous  an  Enemy,  who,  as  they 
had  been  repeatedly  told  by  the  Governor,  had  taken 
actual  PoJfieJJion  of  fome  Part,  and  laid  Claim  to  a 
much  greater  Part  of  the  Proprietaries  Country  ;  they 
could  not  conceive  how  the  giving  a  Part  to  lave  the 
Whole ;  and,  in  the  Proprietary's  Cafe,  not  only  to 
fave  the  Whole,  but  to  render  it  of  double  or  treble 
Value,  could  properly  be  called  hurting  or  incumbering 
an  Eftate  :  That  if  the  Argument  had  any  Force,  it 
had  the  fame  Force  in  Behalf  of  the  People  ;  and, 
confequently,  he  ought  in  Duty  to  rejedt  both  Parts 
of  the  Bill  for  the  fame  Reafon  :  That,  for  their  Parts, 
happening  to  think  otherwife,  they  had  laid  the  Tax 
as  chearfully  on  their  own  Eftates  as  on  thofe  of  their 
Confidents.” 

44  That  the  propofed  Grant  of  Lands,  for  the  En¬ 
couragement  of  military  Adventurers,  Weft  of  the  Al¬ 
legheny  Mountains,  without  any  Purchafe-Money, 
was  as  abfolutely  irreconcileable  with  the  Letter  of  the 
Proprietary  Provifo  in  his,  the  Governor’s  Commif- 
fion,  as  his  AJftent  to  the  Tax  upon  their  Eftate  could 
be  reprefented  to  be  :  That  if  their  Love  and  Affec¬ 
tion  for  their  Country  was  fuch,  that,  if  they  were 
on  the  Spot,  they  would  do  any  Thing  in  their  Power 

for 
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for  its  Prefervation  *,  and  if  the  Governor,  prefum¬ 
ing  on  that  Love  and  Affe&ion,  thought  himfelf  at 
Liberty  to  difpenfe  with  fo  pofitive  a  Prohibition,  it 
might  be  afked,  why  could  he  not  venture  to  do  the 
fame  in  one  Inftance  for  the  fame  Reafon  as  in  the 
other  ?  And  if  the  Grant  of  Lands  would  be  valid, 
notwithftanding  fuch  Prohibition ,  why  would  not  his 
Affent  to  the  Bill  be  the  fame  ?  That  this  magnified 
Offer  had  in  Reality  been  propofed  only  to  make  the 
Taxing  of  the  Proprietary  Eftate  appear  lefs  reafon- 
able  :  That  it  was  in  Effed  an  Offer  of  Amufement 
only,  good  Lands  not  being  fo  much  as  fpecified  ; 
and  as  good  as  the  befl  there,  being  to  be  had  in  Vir¬ 
ginia  (where  Quitrents  were  but  2 s.  whereas  the 
common  Quitrents  in  Penfylvania  were  4J.  and  id.  Ster¬ 
ling)  without  Purchale-Money,  and  with  the  fame 
Exemption  of  that  Quitrent  for  fifteen  Years  to  come  : 
So  that  the  Encouragement  fo  gracioujly  offered  to 
t’nofe  Adventurers  to  recover  the  Proprietaries  Lands 
out  of  the  Hands  of  the  Enemy,  was  at  the  Bottom 
no  better  than  a  Propofal  to  reward  them  with  a  Part 
of  the  Lands  they  were  fo  to  recover,  at  more  than 
double  the  Price  demanded  in  the  neighbouring  Pro¬ 
vince,  without  any  of  the  Rifque  they  were  in  the 

prefent  Cafe  to  be  expofed  to.” 

«  That  the  Governor  being  vefted  by  the  Royal 
Charter  itfelf  with  all  the  Powers  granted  thereby, 
for  the  good  and  happy  Government  of  the  Province, 
was  in  full  Capacity  to  pafs  the  Law  in  queftion  : 
The  Proprietaries  having  no  Authority  to  reftrain 
thofe  Powers  :  And  all  fuch  Reftraints  having  been, 
already  confidered  and  declared  as  null  and  void. 

“  That  they  did  not  propofe  to  tax  the  Proprietary  as 
Governor ,  but  as  a  Fellow -Subject)  a  Land-holder  and 
Pojfejfor  of  an  Eftate  in  Penfylvania  \  an  Eftate,  that 
would  be  more  benefited  by  a  proper  Application  or 
the  Taj$  than  any  other  Eftate  in  the  Province :  That 
the  Proprietary  did  not  govern  them  :  That  the  P10- 
vince  at  a  large  Expence  fupported  a  Lieutenant  to 
do  that  Duty  for  him  ;  that  if  the  Proprietary  did  go- 

R  2  vren 
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vern  them  in  Perfon,  and  had  a  Support  allowed  him 
on  that  Account,  they  fhould  not  have  thought  it 
lefs  reafonable  to  tax  him  as  a  Land  holder  for  the  Se- 
curity  of  his  Land  :  That  they,  the  Reprefentatives 
of  the  People,  were  alfo  allowed  Wages  for  their  Ser¬ 
vice  in  Aflembly  ;  and  yet  the  Governor,  they  infi-  1“ 
muted,  would  hardly  allow  it  to  be  a  good  Reafon  s 
why  their  Eftates  fhould  therefore  be  Tax-free  :  That  '■ 
it  was  fear ce  to  be  fuppofed  the  Proprietary  could,  | 
from  the  JS/ature  of  his  Office ,  derive  higher  Preten- 
fions  than  the  King  himfeif ;  and  yet  that  the  King’s  ■ 
Tenants  were  by  every  Land-Tax  A 61  impowered  to  4 
deduft  the  fame  out  of  their  Rent ;  and  that  the 
King’s  Receivers  were  obliged,  under  fevere  Penal¬ 
ties,  to  allow  of  fuch  Dedudfions :  But  that  this  was 
not  the  Hrfb  Inftance  by  many,  in  which  Proprietors 
and  Governors  of  petty  Colonies  have  affumed  grea¬ 
ter  Powers,  Privileges,  Immunities  and  Prerogatives 
than  were  ever  claimed  by  their  Royal  Majler ,  on  the  • 
Imperial  Throne  of  all  his  extenfive  Dominions.” 

“  That  the  pofuive  Law  of  this  Province  hinted  at  i 
by  the  ‘Governor  as  exempting  the  Proprietaries  Eftates 
from  Taxes,  was  no  other  than  the  Law  for  raifing  ■ 
County  Rates  and  Levies,  which  were  in  the  fame 
A6t  appropriated  to  Purpofes  for  which  the  Proprie¬ 
taries  could  not  reafonably  be  charged  (as  Wages  to  ( 
Aflemblymen,  Rewards  for  killing  Wolves,  CrV.) 
not  a  general ,  conftitutional  Law  of  the  Province  : 
That  by  a  pofitive  Law  the  People’s  Reprefentatives  « 
were  to  difpofe  of  the  People’s  Money,  and  yet  it 
did  not  extend  to  all  Cafes  in  Government :  That,  if  < 
it  had.  Amendments  of  another  kind,  might  have 
been  expedted  from  the  Governor ;  feeing,  that,  in 
Confideration  of  the  Purpofes  of  the  Grant,  they  had 
allowed  him  a  Share  in  the  Difpofition,  and  that  he, 
by  his  laft  Amendment,  propofed  alfo,  to  have  a 
Share  in  the  Difpofition  of  the  Overplus,  if  any.” 

“  That  they  begged  Leave  to  afk.  Whether,  if  the 
Proprietary  Eft  ate  was  to  be  taxed  as  propofed,  it 
would  be  equitable  for  the  Owner  to  have  a  Negative 

in 
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in  the  Choice  of  Affeffors,  fince  that  would  give  him 
half  the  Choice,  in  lieu,  perhaps,  ot  a  hundredth 
Part  of  the  Tax  :  That  as  it  was,  he  had  Officers, 
Friends,  and  other  Dependents  in  every  County  to  vote 
for  him,  in  Number  equal  to  the  proportionable  Value 
’  of  the  Share  of  the  Tax  :  That  if  the  Proprietary  ffirunk 
ac  the  Injultice  of  being  taxed  where  he  had  no  Choice 
in  the  Afleflors,  they  again  afked,  with  what  Face  of 
Juftice  he  could  defire  and  infill  on  having  half  the 
Power  of  difpofin *  of  the  Money  levied,  to  which  he 
would  not  contribute  a  Farthing  :  That  there  was 
great  Impropriety  in  faying  the  Proprietary  Eftate  was 
by  this  Ad  to  be  taxed  at  Difcretion ,  feeing  the  Af- 
feflbrs  were  to  be  upon  their  Oaths  or  folemn  Affir¬ 
mations,  which  gave  the  Proprietary  as  good  Secu¬ 
rity  for  Equity  and  Juftice  as  any  Subjed  in  the  King’s 
Dominions.” 

“  That  as  to  the  Governor’s  Plea  deduced  fromUfage 
and  Cuftom,  they  alledged,  Ufage  and  Cuftom  againfl 
Realon  and  Juftice  ought  to  have  but  little  Weight : 
That  the  Ufage  of  Exemptions  in  Cafes  where  the 
Proprietary  Eftates  could  not  be  benefited  by  a  1  ax 
was  not  in  Point :  That  ii  it  was.,  fo  far  as  regarded 
the  Eftates  of  Perfons  exercifing  Government  by  theni- 
felves  or  Lieutenant,  it  could  not  include  the  Eftates 
of  Proprietaries  who  not  only  did  not  exerciie  Go¬ 
vernment  by  themfelves,  but  would  moreover  refrain 
their  Lieutenants  from  exercifing  the  juft  Powers  they 
were  veiled  with  by  the  Royal  Charter .” 

And  their  lail  Paragraph  was  at  once  fo  cogent  and 
pathetic,  that  it  ought  to  be  given  in  their  own  Words, 
which  cannot  be  amended.  To  wit. 

4  On  the  whole,  we  beg  the  Governor  would  again 
4  calmly  and  ferioufty  conlider  our  Bill,  to  which  End 
4  we  once  more  fend  it  up  to  him.  We  know  that 
4  without  his  Afient  the  Money  cannot  be  railed,  nor 
4  the  good  Ends  fo  earneftly  deft  red  and  expefled  from 
4  it  be  obtained,  and  we  fear  his  Reiolution  to  rerufe 
4  it.  But  we  entreat  him  to  reflect  with  what  Reluc- 
4  tance  a  People  born  and  bred  in  Freedom,  and  ac- 

R  3  ‘  cuftomed 
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4  cuftomed  to  equitable  Laws,  muft  undergo  the 
c  Weight  of  this  uncommon  Tax,  and  even  ex- 
4  pofe  their  Perfons  for  the  Defence  of  his  Eftate, 

‘  who,  by  Virtue  of  his  Power  only,  and  without 
4  even  a  Colour  of  Right,  fhould  refufe  to  bear  the 
4  leaft  Share  of  the  Burthen,  though  to  receive  fo 
4  great  a  Benefit !  With  what  Spirit  can  they  exert 
4  themfelves  in  his  Caufe,  who  will  not  pay  the  imal- 
4  left  Part  of  their  grievous  Expences  ?  How  odious 
e  muft  it  be  to  a  fenfible  manly  People,  to  find  him 

*  who  ought  to  be  their  Father  and  Protestor,  taking 
4  Advantage  of  Publick  Calamity  and  Diftrefs,  and 
c  their  Tendernefs  for  their  bleeding  Country,  to 
4  force  down  their  Throats  Laws  of  Impofition,  ab- 
4  horrent  to  common  Juftice  and  common  Reafon ! 

4  Why  will  the  Governor  make  himfelf  the  hateful 

*  Inftrument  of  reducing  a  free  People  to  the  abje<ft 
4  State  of  Vaffalage  ; — of,  depriving  us  of  thofe  Li- 
4  berties,  which  have  given  Reputation  to  our  Coun- 

*  try  throughout  the  World,  and  drawn  Inhabitants 
4  from  the  remoteft  Parts  of  Europe  ro  enjoy  them  ? 

4  Liberties  not  only  granted  us  of  Favour,  but  of 
6  Right  •,  Liberties  which  in  Effedt  we  have  bought 
‘  and  paid  for,  fince  we  have  not  only  performed  the 
‘  Conditions  on  which  they  were  granted,  but  have 
‘  adtually  given  higher  Prices  for  our  Lands  on  their 
«  Account ;  fo  that  the  Proprietary  Family  have  been 
‘  doubly  paid  for  them,  in  the  Value  of  the  Lands, 
c  and  in  the  Increafe  of  Rents  with  Increafe  of  Peo- 
c  pie.  Let  not  our  Affections  be  torn  in  this  Man- 
e  ner  from  a  Family  we  have  long  loved  and  honour- 
‘  ed  !  Let  that  novel  Doflrine,  hatched  by  their  mif- 
e  taken  Friends,  “  That  Privileges  granted  to  pro- 
<e  mote  the  Settlement  of  a  Country,  are  to  be  abridg - 
“  ed  when  the  Settlement  is  obtained  ”  iniquitous 
c  as  it  is,  be  detefted  as  it  deferves,  and  banifhed 
«  from  all  our  publick  Councils  !  And  let  the  Har- 
‘  mony,  fo  eftential  to  the  Welfare  of  both  Governors 
e  and  Governed,  be  once  again  reftored  ;  fince  it  can 

5  never  be  more  neceffary  to  our  Affairs  than  in  their 

‘  prefent 
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«  prefenc  melancholy  Situation  !— We  hope  the  Go- 
c  vernor  will  excufe  Tome  Appearance  of  Warmth, 

<  in  a  Caufe  of  all  others  in  the  World  the  nioft  --in-' 
i  terefting  j  and  believe  us  to  be,  with  all  poffible 
‘  Refpedt  and  Duty  to  the  Proprietary  Family  and  to 

<  himfelf,  his  and  their  fmcere  Friends  and  Well- 
c  wifliers.” 

The  Governor,  on  the  other  Hand,  to  find  them 
Employment  while  he  had  this  puzzling  Paper  under 
his  Confideration,  called  upon  them  again  in  his  Ma- 
jejlys  Name ,  like  any  Conftable,  to  put  the  Province 
into  a  Pofture  of  Defence  by  eftablifhing  a  Militia ,  fo 
as  that  a  due  Regard  might  be  had  to  fcrupulous 
Confciences  *,  and demanded  an  explicit  Anfwer. 

This  was  don e'/fuguft  being  Saturday:  On  the 
Monday  following,  he  gave  them  to  underftand  by 
another  Meffage,  that  bring  quite  uncertain,  what 
Effedt  his  Letters  to  Colonel  Dunbar  with  Regard  to 
the  Polling  his  Troops  on  the  IVeflern  Frontiers, 
would  have*,  having  alfo  been  required  by  him  to 
provide  Quarters  for  his  T  roops,  and  having  upon 
Application  to  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  to  provide  Quarters  for  them  accordingly, 
been  told,  that  they  knew  of  no  Law  to  authorize 
them  for  fo  doing,  a  Law  would  be  neceffary  lor  that 
Purpofe,  and  recommended  it  to  them  to  prepare  one, 
thofe  Troops  being  then  upon  their  March  into  the 
Province,  whether  they  were  to  remain  there  or  not. 

And  on  the  Morrow  he  plyed  them  with  another 
Teazer  ;  which,  together  with  the  Aflembly  s  An¬ 
fwer  of  the  fame  Day,  and  his  Rejoinder  of  the  16th, 
fhall  be  given  in  the  refpedtive  Terms  they  were  de-  . 
livered. 

‘  Gentlemen , 

c  I  am  importuned  by  the  Indians ,  to  let  them  know 
4  what  it  is  this  Government  has  to  impart  to  them. 
c  If  they  can  be  made  hearty  for  us,  they  may  pre- 
4  vent  a  great  Deal  of  Mifchief,  engage  other  Indians 
‘  in  our  Favour,  and  be  prepared  lor  any  other  Ser- 
c  vice  that  we  may  think  proper  to  employ  them  in. 

R  4  ‘  To 
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‘  To  do  this,  will  require  great  Skill,  and  an  open' 

*  Hand,  for  Prefents  they  certainly  expedt,  and  will 

*  not  at  this  Time  be  fatisfied  with  fmall  ones. 

‘  The  Owendaets  came  on  our  Invitation ,  and  fuch  ' 

*  Terms  tnuft  therefore  be  offered  them  as  will  effec-  ; 
‘  tually  engage  their  Friendfhip  :  The  Matter  cannot 

‘  now  be  minced  neither  with  them  nor  the  other  Na-  1 
‘  tions.  You  will  therefore  pleafe  to  confider  this  > 
‘  Matter  well,  and  give  me  your  Sentiments  and  1 
4  Counfel  in  this  nice  and  critical  Situation  of  our  1 
4  Affairs/ 

The  Affembly’s  Anfwer. 
e  May  it  pleafe  the  Governor , 

*  The  Secretary,  by  a  verbal  Meffage  from  the  Go-  1 
‘  vernor  on  the  Twentieth  of  December  laft,  acquaint- 
‘  ed  the  Houfe,  44  that  Scaroyady’s  Son-in-Law  was 
‘  charged  with  a  Meffage  from  the  Owendaets ,  to  en-  b 
4  quire  what  their  Brethren  the  Englifh  defigned  to  do 
‘-in  Regard  to  the  late  Encroachments  of  the  French  ;  \  » 
4  and  having  heard  fince  he  came  to  Town  that  the 
4  King  of  England  intended  to  fend  over  a  Number 
4  of  Troops  to  affift  in  repelling  chofe  Invaders,  he 
4  was  willing,  if  the  Governor  thought  proper,  to 
4  return  to  his  Nation*  and  acquaint  them  with  the 
4  joyful  News :  The  Governor  therefore  defired  the 
4  Opinion  of  the  Houfe  whether  it  would  be  mod 
4  advifeable  for  Scaroyaday’s  Son-in-Law  to  return 
4  now  to  the  Ohio ,  or  go  to  Onondago  with  Scaroya - 
4  dyF  Whereupon  the  Houfe  gave  for  Anfwer, 

4  that  it  was  their  Opinion  that  it  would  be  moft 
4  proper  for  Scaroyady’s  Son-in-Law  to  return  to  the 
4  Ohio  as  foon  as  conveniently  he  could.  This  is  all 
4  the  Part  our  Houfe  have  had  in  Relation  to  the 
Owendaets ;  neither  did  we  know  of  the  leaft  Inten- 
4  tion  of  inviting  them,  or  any  others  ;  fo  that  as 
tney  are  now  come  down  without  our  Knowledge 
4  or  Requeft,  entirely  upon  the  Governor’s  Invita¬ 
tion,  it  is  fome  Surprize  to  us  to  find  the  Indians 
6  ihould  have  Reafon  to  importune  him,  or  that  he 

4  fhould 
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1  fhould  be  at  any  Lofs  to  know  what  it  is  he  has  to 
*  impart  to  them  on  this  Occafion. 

‘  Our  Conduct  towards  the  Indians  in  our  Alliance 
4  has  been  always  candid,  and  free  from  any  Subter- 
4  fuge  whatever,  fo  that  we  do  not  underftand  what 
4  the  Governor  would  mean  by  telling  us  44  that  the 
“  Matter  cannot  be  now  ' minced ,  neither  with  them 
44  nor  the  other  Nations.”  And  we  are  likewife  at 
4  a  Lofs  to  conceive  why  they  fhould  expeCt  great 
4  Prelents  from  us  who  are  wholly  ignorant  ol  the 
4  Intention  of  their  coming. 

4  The  Governor  has  been  pleafed  to  refufe  his  Af- 
4  fent  to  our  Bills  which  had  provided  for  Indian  and 
4  other  Expences,  and  as  our  Treafury  is  exhaufted 
4  by  the  very  heavy  Charges  for  the  King’s  Service, 

4  thefe  Indians  are  come  among  us  at  a  very  unfortu- 
4  nate  Time,  when  it  is  not  in  our  Power  to  fupply 
4  them  in  the  Manner  we  are  inclined  to  do  ;  however 
4  we  will  do  all  that  can  be  reafonably  expected  from 
4  us,  and  mu  ft  leave  the  reft  to  be  Supplied  by  the 
4  Proprietaries,  whofe  Intereft  is  at  leaft  as  much  con- 
4  cerned  as  ours  in  engaging  the  Affections  of  the 
4  Indians  at  this  Time.’ 

The  Governor’s  Rejoinder, 

4  Gentlemen , 

4  If  my  Mefiage  gave  you  Room  to  think  that  the 
4  Owendaets  came  here  on  a  particular  Invitation  of 
4  mine,  at  this  Time,  I  have  led  you  into  a  Miftake. 

4  They  fet  out  from  their  Country  as  they  have  in- 
4  formed  me  on  the  Plan  fet  forth  in  the  Minutes  of 
4  Council  of  the  Twentieth  and  Twenty -fourth  of 
4  December  laft,  which  were  laid  before  you. 

4  The  other  Indians ,  at  their  Requeft,  accompa- 
4  nied  them  hither  as  they  were  Strangers ;  and  Sea - 
4  royady  fays,  he  has  fome  particular  Bufinefs  to  tranf* 
4  aCt  with  this  Government.  I  have  in  the  Name 
4  of  the  Province  given  Thanks  to  the  Owendaets  for 
4  this  kind  Vifit,  and  to  thofe  of  the  Six  Nations  that 
4  were  with  our  Army  in  the  late  Action  affured 

4  them 
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‘  them  all  of  the  Affedtions  of  the  Englijh ;  recorn- 
‘  mended  to  them  to  continue  firm  in  their  Attach- 
‘  ment  to  us  ;  and  given  them  Room  to  expedt  fome 
*  Prefents  as  a  Token  of  our  Regard. 

c  As  the  Treafury  is  exhaufted,  I  can  only  fay, 
c  that  I  will  readily  pafs  a  Bill  for  ftriking  any  Sum 
‘  in  Paper  Money  the  prefent  Exigency  may  require  ; 
‘  provided  Funds  are  eflablifhed  for  finking  the  fame 
6  in  five  Years. 

c  The  Secretary  will  communicate  to  you  what 
c  was  faid  to  the  Indians  Yefterday,  and  I  fhall  lay 
4  before  you  what  may  further  pafs  between  us,  and 
c  earneftly  recommend  it  to  you  to  enable  me  to  fend 
c  thefe  People  away  perfectly  fatisfied.’ 

In  this  Interval  alfo,  the  Governor  in  another  written 
Meffage  did  his  utmoft  to  refute  the  Arguments  urged 
by  the  Affembly,  to  juftify  their  Claim  to  tax  the 
Proprietary  Eftate  :  But  as  the  Paper  is  long,  and 
the  Affembly’s  Anfwer  to  it  much  longer  :  As  the 
Difpute  was  again  and  again  revived,  and  a  thoufand 
Ways  diverfified  ;  as  the  Data  already  before  us  afford 
fufficient  Grounds  for  a  fairDecifion  :  And  as  it  would 
require  the  Phlegm  of  a  German  to  wade  through  all 
the  Minuteneffes  of  it-,  all  thefe  Pieces  may  be  coF 
ledfed  in  an  Appendix,  for  the  Sake  of  thofe  fo  fond 
of  Precifion,  that  they  cannot  be  fatisfyed  unlefs  they 
fee  the  Whole  of  a  Controverfy  together. 

The  Affembly,  however,  on  the  very  Day  that 
they  received  the  Governor’s  Paper  prepared  him  to 
expedt  a  full,  and  as  they  hoped,  a  fatisfadtory  An¬ 
fwer  and  in  order,  that  the  public  Bufinefs,  of  the 
greatefl  Importance,  might  not  any  longer  be  delayed 
by  fiich  Difputes,  took  Leave  to  acquaint  him,  “  That 
the  Bill  they  had  fent  up  to  him  was  a  Money-Bill, 
granting  Fifty  Thoufand  Pounds  to  the  King’s  Ufe, 
which  they  law  no  Reafon  to  alter  :  That  they, 
therefore,  adhered  to  their  Bill,  and  defired  the  Go¬ 
vernor  would  be  pleafed  to  give  his  final  Anfwer, 
Whether  he  would  pafs  it,  or  not,  as  it  then 
Rood  ?’* 


And 
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And  upon  the  next,  the  Governor  fignified  in  W  ri¬ 
ling,  to  the  A  (Terribly,  “  That  having  amended  the 
Bilt for  raifing  50,000/.  and  not  being  yet  fatisfied, 
that  it  was  in  his  Power  or  confident  with  his  1  ruft 
to  pafs  it  without  thofe  Amendments,  whatever  he 
might  be  when  he  fhould  hear  what  they  propofed  to  fay 
to  him  upon  that  Head,  he  thought  it  necefiary,  ia 
Anfwer  to  their  Meffage  of  the  Day  before  to  inform 
them,  that  he  did  adhere  to  the  Amendments  to  the 
Bill  fo  by  him  made.” 

This  Meffage  was,  alfo,  accompanied  by  another, 
in  which  the  Governor  fpecifies,  *■  1  hat  he  nad  re¬ 
ceived  a  Letter  from  Col.  Dunbar  in  Anfwer  to  the 
Propofition  he  had  made  to  him  [at  the  Indance  of 
the  Affembiy  fhould  have  been  acknowledged]  for 
poking  Part  of  his  Troops  on  the  JVeftern  Frontier, 
Signifying,  That  he  was  willing  to  employ  them  in 
the  bed  Manner  he  could,  for  the  Honour  of  his 
Maker  and  the  Service  of  the  Public,  and  inclofingjthe 
Opinion  of  a  Council  of  War,  by  which  he,  the  Go¬ 
vernor,  was  defired  to  give  them  a  Meeting  at  Ship- 
penfbiirg ,  where  they  would  wait  till  he  could  join 
them  :  And  that  he  fhould  readily  have  gone  thither 
for  that  Purpofe,  had  he  not  received  another  Letter 
from  Governor  Shirley ,  (in  anfwer  to  one  oi  his^  1  equed- 
ing  Orders  for  employing  the  Remainder  of  the  two 
Englijb  Regiments  in  protecting. the  Frontiers  of  that 
and  the  neighbouring  Provinces)  in  which  he  faid, 
he  thought  it  for  his  Majedy’s  Service  to  employ  thole 
Troops  another  Way,  as  thole  Provinces  weie  popu¬ 
lous  enough  to  protedt  themfelves  j  and  theiefoie  had 
fent  Orders  to  Col.  Dunbar  under  Cover  to  hjp,^  to 
march  his  Troops  to  that  City  •,  which  he  had  [al¬ 
ready]  forwarded  to  him.  And  that  as  the  March  of 
thefe  Troops  would  leave  the  W ejiern  Frontier  ex- 
pofed  to  the  French  and  Indians ,  he  thought  it  his 
Duty  to  communicate  thole  Matters  to  them,  that 
they  might,  as  foon  as  poffible,  make  Provifion  for 
the  Security  of  the  Back  Inhabitants,  and  for  the  Sub¬ 
sidence  of  the  Troops  during  their  March  through 
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the  Province,  which  might  prevent  great  Mifchiefs  to 
the  People  inhabiting  near  the  Road  from  Shippenjburg 
to  Philadelphia 

So  that  the  March  of  our  own  Troops  is  here  dif- 
courfed  of  in  fuch  Language  as  renders  it  doubtful 
for  a  Moment,  whether,  he  is  not  fpeaking  of  the 
Enemy. — Governor  Shirley' s  Thoughts  are  immediately 
received  as  Laws;  Governor  Morris  has  not  a  Thought 
to  fuggeft  to  the  contrary  :  It  was  for  the  King's  Ser¬ 
vice  to  leave  a  Province,  actually  invaded ,  as  the  laft 
of  thefe  Governors  had  over  and  over  again  afferted 
to  the  AfTembly,  expofed  to  the  Ravages  of  the  Ene¬ 
my  :  And,  though  Provifion  had  been  at  firft  made 
for  having  four  Regiments  to  carry  on  the  War  in 
thefe  Provinces,  thefe  Provinces  were  now  all  at  once 
fuppofed  to  be  in  a  Condition  to  cover  themfelves, 
though  fome  of  them  had  not  yet  armed  a  Man,  or 
beat  a  Drum. 

Out  of  all  which,  fuch  a  Jumble  of  Ideas  encoun¬ 
ter  each  other,  and  fuch  a  Variety  of  Doubts  and 
Sufpicions  arifes,  that  one  cannot  help  wondering, 
that  the  AfTembly  did  not  call  for  thefe  feveral  Let¬ 
ters,  and  from  the  Evidence  of  their  own  Eyes,  and 
their  own  Underftandings,  form  fuch  a  Remonftrance, 
as  would  have  difplayed  the  whole  State  of  Things  in 
its  proper  Colours. 

In  this  one  Inftance,  therefore,  it  may  be  not  ir¬ 
rationally  fuppofed,  that  their  ufual  Sagacity  failed 
them  :  And  this  Failure  was  no  fooner  difeovered, 
than  the  Governor  came  upon  them  with  another 
Mefiage  importing,  “  That  his  Secretary  would  lay 
before  them  the  Copies  of  fundry  Petitions  which 
had  been  prefented  to  him  from  feveral  Parts  of  the 
Province,  reprefenting  their  naked  and  defencelefs 
Condition,  and  praying  to  be  enabled  to  defend  them¬ 
felves,  which  they  were  fenfible  was  not  in  his  Power 
to  comply  with  :  That  he  would  alfo  lay  before  them 
a  Letter  from  one  John  Harris ,  giving  an  Account  of 
a  large  Party  of  Indians  actually  fet  out  from  the 
French  fort  with  a  Defign  to  fall  upon  and  deflroy 

the 


/ 
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the  Inhabitants  of  this  and  the  neighbouring  Provin¬ 
ces  :  That  they  had  this  Piece  of  Intelligence  as,  he 
had  received  it ;  that  they  would  form  their  own 
Judgments  upon  it;  that  for  his  Part  he  thought  it 
probable ;  and  that  therefore,  he  recommended  it  to 
them  to  take  immediate  Thought  about  it,  as  the 
Confequence  would  be  very  terrible  to  the  Inhabitants, 
if  the  Account  fliould  prove  true,  and  it  could  do 
them  no  Injury  to  be  upon  their  Guard  if  it  fhould 
prove  talfe.” 

This  was  dated  the  15th  :  The  16th  he  farther 
gave  them  to  underhand,  “  That  he  found,  by  an 
Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Lawrence  (of  No¬ 
va  Scotia)  to  Lieutenant  Governor  Phipps  (of  New - 
England)  fent  by  Governor  Be  Lancey  (of  New  Tcrk) 
to  him.  That  the  French  at  Louijhurgb  were  in  fuch 
Diftrefs  for  want  of  Provifions,  that  if  a  Supply  could 
-be  prevented,  they  might  be  reduced  to  a  Neceffity 
of  giving  it  up  to  us ;  and  that,  therefore,  he  recom¬ 
mended  it  to  them  to  think  of  fome  proper  Law,  that 
their  being  fuppiied  from  Penjylvania  might  be  more 
effectually  prevented.’ * 

And  on  the  19th  he  again  notified,  “  That  he  had 
received  Letters  by  Exprefs  from  Governor  Shirley , 
[which  however  he  did  not  communicate]  acquaint¬ 
ing  him,  That  he  had  wrote  to  Col.  Dunbar ,  That  it 
appeared  clear  to  him  ( Shirley )  as  there  would  be 
four  Months  of  good  Weather  before  the  Winter  fet 
in,  That ,  with  the  Number  of  Forces  the  Colonel 
then  had,  and  the  Affiftances  he  might  have  from 
Penfylvania ,  Maryland ,  and  Virginia ,  he  might  yet 
have  it  in  his  Power,  to  retrieve  the  Lofs  fuftained  in 
the  late  Defeat,  by  proceeding  to  Fort  Duquefne ,  and 
had  fent  him  Orders  for  that  Purpofe  :  And  that  in 
Addition  to  this,  he  had  /aid  to  him,  that  it  would 
depend  on  thofe  feveral  Provinces  to  alfift  Colonel 
Dunbar  with  Reinforcements ,  Provifions ,  Ammunition , 
Artillery ,  Ordinance  Stores ,  Carriages ,  Horfes ,  and  all 
ether  Things  to  fit  him  out  for  his  March,  (Ac.  And 
that  he  had  wrote  to  the  fame  EtfeCt  to  Governor  Din- 

7  widdie 
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widdie  and  Governor  Sharpe ,  whole  Affiftance,  with 
that  of  Penfylvania,  he  entirely  relied  upon  at  that  ex-_  , ' 
traordinary  Crifls  :  That  he  muft  therefore  recommend 
it  to  them,  to  enable  him  to  do  the  feveral  Things 
fo  expeded  of  them,  to  take  the  Matter  into  imme¬ 
diate  Confideration,  and  give  him  their  Anfwer  there¬ 
to,  that  he  might  fend  it  forward  to  Col.  Dunbar ,  and 
the  faid  Governors  of  Maryland  and  Virginia ,  whofe 
Meafures  would,  in  a  great  Mcafure  depend  on  what, 
he  fhould  be  enabled  to  do.” 

Now  General  Shirley  himfelf,  in  the  State  of  his 
own  Condud,  which  he  has  lately  laid  before  the  Pub¬ 
lic,  fays,  id,  That  Col.  Dunbar  did  not  receive  any 
Orders  whatever  from  him  till  about  the  Middle  of 
. Augujt ,  about  which  Time,  he  had  advanced  far  in 
his  March  to  Philadelphia  :  And  2dly,  That  the  Or-  ' 
ders  he  then  lent  him,  were  to  march  his  Troops  to 
Albany ,  there  to  be  ready  to  affift  either  in  the  Expe¬ 
dition  againft  Niagara  or  Crown- Point  as  his  Majefty’s 
Service  fhould  require,  or  at  lead  cover  the  Country 
in  cafe  Major  General  Johnfon  fhould  be  defeated  by 
the  French ,  &c.  nor  does  he  mention  one  Word  of 
the  Afiifiances  heexpeded,  or  had  required  of  the  faid 
Provinces. 

The  General,  neverthelefs,  might  pofiibly  have 
lent  fuch  Orders  fubfequent. 

The  Affembly  did  not,  however,  flart  any  Scruple 
on  this  Head  ;  but,  as  before,  took  ail  upon  Con¬ 
tent  •,  and  behaved  in  every  Refped,  as  if  they  were 
altogether  as  foliicitous  to  tax  themf elves ,  as  their  Pro¬ 
prietaries. 

To  render  this  undeniable,  an  Inflance  of  a  very 
lingular  Kind  is  now  to  be  brought  forward.  Certain 
Gentlemen  of  Philadelphia ,  not  of  the  Affembly,  to 
the  Number  of  Pwenty,  fubferibed  in  various  Propor¬ 
tions,  the  Sum  of  £502:  10  s.  and  made  a  Ten¬ 
der  of  it  to  the  Houfe  with  the  following  Propofak 
To  wit. 

4  We  the  Subfcribers  obferve,  with  great  Concern, 

4  that  the  Governor  and  Affembly  differ  in  Opinion, 

8  *  ‘  in 
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*  in  refpecft  to  the  Taxing  the  Proprietaries  Eftate: 

*  And  left  by  fuch  Difference  in  Opinion  the  Bill  for 
4  raifing  Fifty  Phoufand  Pounds  for  his  Majefty’s  Ser- 
4  vice  fhould  not  take  Effedt, 

4  And  as  the  Affembly,  in  their  Meffage  to  theGo- 

*  vernor,  feem  to  be  of  Opinion,  that  were  the  Pro- 
4  prietaries  Lands  to  be  taxed,  the  Sum  would  notex- 
4  ceed  Five  Hundred  Pounds  *, 

4  We,  rather  than  the  leaft  Check  fhould  be  given 
4  to  his  Majefty’s  Service  at  this  Time  of  imminent 
4  Danger,  by  a  Matter  fo  very  trifling,  do  hereby  pro- 

*  mife  and  engage  to  pay  Five  Hundred  Pounds ,  Money 
4  of  Penfylvania ,  into  the  public  Stock,  for  the  King’s 
4  Ufe,  in  Lieu  of  what  the  Proprietaries  would  pay 
4  as  their  Part  of  the  Fifty  Phoufand  Pounds ,  were  their 
4  Lands  to  be  taxed. 

4  And  as  we  declare  the  Abfence  of  the  Honoura- 
4  ble  the  Proprietaries  to  be  our  Motive  for  making  this 
4  Propofal,  being  well  aflured,  that  were  they  prefent 
4  it  would  have  been  altogether  unneceftary  •,  and  we 
4  doubt  not  but  they  will  honourably  acquit  every 
4  Subfcriber  of  this  Expence.’ 

'  The  Houfe,  taking  it  into  Confideration,  Refolved, 

4  That  fuch  a  Propofal  to  this  Houfe  is  improper,  as 
4  this  Houfe  is  deftitute  of  the  neceflary  Information 
4  to  aflfefs  any  Eftate  duly,  and  neither  can  nor  ought 
4  to  aflfefs  the  Proprietaries  Eftate  at  the  Sum  pro- 
4  pofed,  or  at  any  other  Sum  whatever;  and  as,  in 
4  cafe  the  Subfcribers  fhould  neglebt  or  refufe  to  pay 
4  the  Sum  fubfcribed,  it  would  not  be  in  the  Power  of 
4  this  Houfe,  not  being  a  Body  incorporate,  to  fue 
4  them  for  the  fame. — But  as  the  Houfe  prefumes 
4  that  the  faid  Propofal  may  have  arofe  from  the  Sub- 
4  fcribers  Judgment  of  the  Equity  of  taxing  the  Pro- 
4  prietaries  Eftate  equally  with  all  others  in  this  Pro- 
4  vince,  for  their  common  Safety,  Ordered ,  That  the 

*  This  however  was  a  forced  Conflruftion  put  on  the  Words 
of  the  Affembly  by  thefe  Friends  of  the  Proprietary;  and  ic  appears 
by  an  Aft  afterwards  paffed,  that  5000  /.  and  not  500/.  was  look¬ 
ed  upon  and  accepted  as  an  Equivalent  for  the  Proprietaries  of  a 
60,000/.  Tax. 
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4  faid  Propofal  be  fent  lip  to  the  Governor  as  a  fur- 
4  ther  Security  to  him,  in  cafe  he  fhould  give  his  Af- 
4  fent  to  the  Bill  for  raifing  50,000  l.  for  the  King’s  « 
4  Ufe,’  &c. 

And  having  on  the  19th,  prepared  a  fuitable  Mef¬ 
fage,  fent  it  up  together  with  their  Bill,  to  the  Go¬ 
vernor,  under  a  ftrong  Expreffion  of  Hope,  Thar, 
with  this  farther  Security  he  would  chearfully  give  his  1 
Affent  to  it.  1 

At  the  fame  Time,  alfo,  in  a  feparate  Meffage, 
They  farther  apprized  him,  4  That  they  had  taken  his 
Meffage  concerning  Governor  Shirley’s  Orders  into 
Confideration ;  and  that  it  was  their  Opinion,  his 
giving  Affent  to  their  Bill,  which  they  earneftly  re- 
quefted  of  him,  would  enable  him  to  do  every  Thing, 
which  could  bereafonably  expedtcd  from  them.* 

And  that  he  might  not  ferve  any  infidious  Purpofe 
by  his  Meffage  concerning  Louijburgh,  they  fent  him’  , 
the  following  Anfwer,  in  which  they  at  once  corredted  j 
his  State  of  the  Fact  by  inserting  the  very  Words  of 
Governor  Lawrence’ s  Letter,  and  left  him  to  anfwer 
for  his  Deviation. 

■ 

£  May  it  pleafe  the  Governor , 
c  We  have  confidered  the  Governor’s  Meffage  of 
4  the  1 6th  Inftant,  with  the  Extradt  from  Governor  || 
4  Lawrence  s  Letter  to  Governor  Phips ,  in  which  it  A 
4  is  obferved,  44  That  if  the  excellent  Laws  prohibiting  ‘  j 
44  the  Tranfportation  of  Provifions  to  Louijhurg  con- 
44  tinue  in  Force  for  two  Months  longer ,  there  is  a 
44  Probability  that  the  Governor  of  that  Place  will 
44  be  obliged  to  prefent  the  Keys  of  the  Garrifbn  to  ( 
44  Mr.  BofcawenA  And  our  Governor  is  pleafed  to  , 
4  recommend  it  to  us,  to  think  of  fome  proper  Law 
4  that  may  mod  effectually  prevent  their  being  fup- 
4  plied  from  this  Province  : — But  as  an  Act  paffed  this 
4  Houle,  and  received  the  Governor’s  Affent,  at  our 
4  laft  Sitting,  intituled,  44  An  Abt  to  continue  an  1 
44  Adt,  intituled,  An  Adt  to  prevent  the  Exportation 

44  of 
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ct  of  Provifions,  naval  or  warlike  Stores,  from  this  Pro- 
st  vince  to  Cape- Breton,  or  to  any  other  Dominions  of 
ct  the  French  King,  or  Places  at  prefent  in  Poffeffion 
“  of  any  of  his  Subjefts,”  by  which  the  A6t  conti nu- 
‘  ed  will  be  in  Force  at  lead  ten  Months  to  come,  and 
4  has  been,  as  far  as  we  know,'  effeftual  for  the  Pur- 
c  pofes  intended  ;  and  as  the  Governor  has  not  pointed 
‘  out  to  us  any  Defeff  in  that  Aft,  nor  has  any  oc- 
‘  curred  to  us,  we  cannot  at  prefent  think  what  Law 
*  can  be  made  more  effeftually  to  prevent  that  Place 
6  being  fupplied  with  Provifions,  &c.  from  this  Pro- 
c  vince.* 


And  now  the  Period  was  come,  when  all  capable 
of  Conviftion,  were  to  be  convinced,  That,  tho’ the 
Governor  had  laboured  hard  to  eftablifh  a  Belief,  that 
the  uncomplying  Difpofition  of  the  Aflembly  was  the 
only  Obitacle  to  the  Current  of  public  Bufinefs,  the 
contrary  was  the  Matter  of  Faft  ;  and  that  having  ob- 
ferved  Obftinacy  on  his  Side  never  failed  to  produce 
fome  Conceffion  on  theirs,  he  had  come  to  a  Refolu- 
tion,  to  proceed  in  the  fame  Courfe  of  Exaftion,  till 
nothing  required  of  him  by  his  lnfir unions  was  left 
unperformed;  that  is  to  fay,  till  the  Aflembly  had 
nothing  left  to  part  with. 

The  Shadow  of  a  Royal  lnjlruftion,  fo  long  and  fo 
often  played  before  their  Eyes,  was  now  out  of  the 
Queftion  :  "The  Governor  fays  the  Province  is  actually 
invaded ;  that  a  viftorious  Enemy  is  on  the  Point  of 
ravaging  it  with  Fire  and  Sword :  The  King’s  Troopa 
after  having  beenfo  many  Ways  gratified  and  aflifted, 
are  recalled :  They  are  told  they  are  to  provide  tor 
their  own  Defence  :  They  offer  50,000  /.  to  be  laid 
out  for  that  Purpofe  :  The  Proprietary  Eftate  becomes! 
liable  to  a  Demand,  computed  by  his  Friends  at  about 
500  / :  Even  that  500  /.  is  offered  on  the  Behalf  of 
the  Proprietaries  by  a  few  private  Individuals,  as  an 
Expedient  to  remove  that  only  Difficulty  out  of  the 

Way:  And  the  Governor  refufes  it. - So  that,  if 

there  was  any  Truth  in  the  Governor’s  repeated  Af- 

S  fertions3 
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fertions,  the  Safety  of  the  Province,  the  Intereft  of 
the  Public,  and  the  Honour  of  the  Britifh  Crown,  j 
were  to  be  alike  expofed  and  endangered,  together 
with  the  Proprietary  Eftate,  fo  impertinently  and  im- 
providently  put  into  the  Scale  againft  all  the  Reft. 

To  fay  all  at  once,  his  Anfwer  to  the  laft  Propofi-  ^ 
tion  as  verbally  delivered  to  the  Houfe  by  his  Seen - 
tary ,  was  in  thefe  Words,  viz,  .  j| 

!  S!r>  .  i 

4  The  Governor  having  by  Mefiage  of  the  14th  H 
6  Inftant  informed  you,  That  he  did  not  think  it  con-  :! 
4  fiftent  with  his  Power  or  Truft  to  pafs  the  Bill  for  l 
‘  railing  Fifty  I h on f and  Pounds ,  without  the  Amend-  u 
‘  ments  he  had  made  to  it,  and  that  he  adhered  to  t 
4  thofe  Amendments  •,  is  furprized  at  your  Mefiage  of  11 
6  this  Day,  to  which  he  can  only  fay.  That  he  thinks  ii 
4  it  his  Duty  to  adhere  still  to  the  Amendments  he  . 
4  made  to  that  Bill.5  [ 

On  the  fame  Day,  alfo,  by  another  Mefiage  he  put  1 
them  in  mind  of  his  former  Requifitions  concerning  q 
a  Militia  ;  and  demanded  a  plain  and  categorical  An-  1] 
fwer,  Whether  they  would,  or  would  not  eftablifh  c 
one,  “  That  his  Majefty  and  his  Minifters  might  be  « 
informed,  whether,  at  this  Time  of  Danger ,  the  Pro-  S 
vince  of  Penfylvania  was  to  be  put  into  a  Pofture  of  ( 
Defence  or  not  ?”  3 

This  convinced  the  Houfe,  that  all  Expedient  was  2 
at  an  End  •,  and  that  all  the  Governor  aimed  at  was 
to  bewilder  them  if  poffible  in  another  Maze  of  Con- 
troverfy. — To  difeharge  themfelves,  therefore,  of  e- 
very  Branch  of  Duty,  as  far  as  they  were  permitted  to  j 
do  it  with  any  Confiftency  to  themfelves,  and  Regard 
to  the  Fundamentals  of  their  Conftitution ;  they  firfc 
took  into  Confideration  the  feveral  Petitions  of  the 
Frontier  Towns,  for  Arms,  &c.  and  Relolved,  That 
a  Sum,  not  exceeding  1000/.  if  fo  much  remained 
in  the  T  reafury  at  the  Difpofition  of  the  Houfe  by  the 
Laws  in  force,  fhould  be  paid  into  the  Hands  of  a 

8  Com- 
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Committee  of  the  Houfe  then  named, ,  to  be  by  them 
difpofed  of,  with  the  Concurrence  of  the  Governor  ior 
the  Time  being,  as  fhould  appear  necefiary. 

Proceeding  then  to  the  Governor’s  verbal  Meffage 
concerning  their  Money-Bill ;  they  agreed  to  leturn 
an  Anfwer  to  this  Effect  :  viz.  “  That  he,  having  in 
his  former  Anfwer  fignified,  that  he  was  not  yet  fa- 
tisfied,  &c.  whatever  he  might  be,  when  he  heard 
what  they  had  farther  to  fay,  which  argued  a  Sufpen - 
Jion  of  his  Determination,  and  they  having  fince  lent 
him  a  long  Meffage  containing  the  Reafons  of  their 
Procedure,  they  could  not  but  be  furprized  at  his 
Surprize,  more  efpecially  as  he  had  not  even  then  re¬ 
turned  their  Bill :  That  as  to  his  Propofa.  for  hi  iking 
any  Sum  in  Paper- Money  the  prefent  Exigency  might 
require,  provided  Funds  were  eftablifhed  for  linking 
the  fame  in  Five  Years,  they  had  no  Funds  equal  to  fo 
great  a  Sum  without  the  Affiftance  of  an  equitable 
Tax,  to  which  the  Governor  would  always  have  nis 
Obje&ions  in  favour  of  th q  Proprietary •  T.  hat 
as  this  Propofal  might  lead  them  back  into  thofe  De¬ 
putes,  which  by  the  Form  of  this  Bill,  agreeable  to 
the  Governor’s  Advice  in  his  Speech  at  the  Opening 
of  the  Sefiion,  they  had  ftudied  to  avoid,  they  fhould 
be  farther  furprized  to  receive  it  from  him,  could  they 
find  the  leaf  Reafon  to  think  he  was  fincerely  defirous 
of  having  any  Thing  done  for  the  defence  of  the 
Province  1  And  that  being  now  convinced,  no  farther 
Benefit  could  arife  from  their  longer  Sitting,  and  being 
to  meet  of  Courfe  in  a  few  Weeks  to  fettle  the  Ac¬ 
counts  of  the  Year,  they  took  leave  to  acquaint  him 
of  their  Purpofe  to  adjourn  to  the  15th.  Septem¬ 
ber  enfuing,  in  cafe  he  had  no  Objection  to  that 

Time.”  .  , 

Laftly,  by  the  fame  Members,  that  were  appointed 

to  carry  up  this  Meffage  to  the  Governor,  they  alio 
fent  another  concerning  a  Militia ,  in  which  having 
enumerated  his  feveral  Meffages  in  relation  to  the  De- 
fence  and  Safety  ot  the  Province,  they  wave  the  a  oint 
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by  faying,  44  That  the  Elections  throughout  the  Pro¬ 
vince  being  near  at  hand,  they  chofe  to  refer  that 
Point  to  a  future  Affembly,  and  then  proceed  as  fol¬ 
lows,  4  But  as  we  find  by  the  Governor’s  Refult  i] 
4  upon  our  Bill  for  granting  Fifty  Thoufand  Pounds  fox  ' 
4  the  King’ s  Ufe,  he  cannot  think  it  confident  with  ) 
4  the  Tr u ft  repofed  in  him  by  the  Proprietaries  to  pafs  s 
4  that  Bill,  we  find  by  Experience  that  it  can  anfwer  l 
4  no  good  Purpofe  to  wafte  our  Time  in  preparing  \ 
4  Bills  for  his  Affect,  in  which,  for  the  common  Se- 
4  curity  and  Defence  of  the  Province,  we  apprehend  f 
4  it  would  be  a  high  Breach  of  the  Truft  repofed  in  ' 
4  us  to  exclude  the  Proprietaries  Eftate  from  bearing  c 
4  any  Part  of  the  Burthen,  and  if  not  excluded,  as  Is 
4  the  Governor  afterts,  muft  at  laft  be  rejefted  by  him 
4  for  want  of  fufficient  Powers  in  his  Commiffion  b 
4  and  therefore  (had  .we  no  other  Objections)  we  hope  i 
4  the  Governor  will  judge  it  reafonable,  after  fo  many 
4  repeated  Refufals  of  the  Bills  we  have  offered  to  him  1 
for  granting  large  Sums  of  Money  for  the  King's  |pl 
4  Ufe,  that  we  now  wait  the  Determination  of  our  ; 
4  Superiors  what  Powers  he  has,  or  ought  to  have,  as 
4  our  Governor ,  under  the  Royal  and  Provincial  Char- 
4  ters,  and  what  exclufive  Rights  our  Proprietaries  t 
may  be  jnftly  intitled  to  in  the  Laying  and  Levying  j 
4  of  Taxes  for  the  common  Security  and  Defence  of  ; 
4  their  Eftates,  with  all  the  other  Eftates  within  this 
4  Province.’  '  i* 

In  Anfwer  to  the  firft  of  thefe  Meffages,  fo  far  as  ;i 
related  to  the  Time  of  Adjournment,  (with  which  he 
was  verbally  acquainted  by  the  MelTengers)  the  Go- 
vernor  was  pleafed  to  fay  41  he  had  no  Gbje&ion  to  that  i 
Time  more  than  any  other;  but  that  if  he  found  [  on 
Pcrufal  of  the  written  Meffages  then  delivered  to  him]  : 
that  the  Houfe  had  not  given  him  a  fatisfaffory  An-  a 
Iwer,  to  his  Meffages  relating  to  a  Militia ,  he  ibould 
call  them  again  immediately P 

To  the  Time  of  their  own  Adjournment,  they  had, 
neverthelefs,  the  Grace  to  be  indulged  with  a  Recefs.  (i 

And 
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And  on  the  Third  Day  of  their  Sitting,  they  pre- 
ferred  a  Requeft  to  the  Governor,  “  That,  if  he  had 
any  Bufinefs  of  Importance  to  lay  before  them,  par¬ 
ticularly,  if  any  Application  had  been  made  to  him 
I  for  a  farther  Supply  of  Provifions,  for  the  IJfeof  the 
King’s  Forces  then  gone  towards  Crown-Point ,  he 
would  be  pleafed  to  lay  it  before  them  foon,  as  their 
1  Year  was  near  expired,  and  the  Time  of  their  Con¬ 
tinuance  together  confequently  fhort.” 

The  Anfwer  they  received  was  verbal ,  by  his  Ho¬ 
nour’s  Secretary,  importing,  “  That  the  Government 
of  Majjachufets-Bay  had  ordered  2,800  Men  to  be 
immediately  raifed  in  Addition  to  the  1,500  befoie 
raifed  for  the  Redudtion  of  Crown  Point ;  and  that 
the  Governor  had  the  Day  before  received  a  Letter 
from  Governor  Phipps ,  defiring,  at  the  Inftance  of 
the  Council  and  Affembly  there,  an  immediate  Sup¬ 
ply  of  Provifion  to  be  fent  to  Albany And,  as  if 
this  was  not  enough  to  alk  of  them,  a  fupplemental 
Paragraph  was  grafted  upon  it  as  follows.  “  The 
Governor  has  alfo  been  informed ,  that  the  Government 
of  Connecticut  have  raifed  1 500  Men,  and  Rhode- JJland 
150,  in  Addition  to  the  Forces  fent  by  thofe  Go¬ 
vernments  againft  Crown  Pointy  who  will  alfo  ftand  in 
Feed  of  a  Supply  of  Provifions :  He  therefore  recom¬ 
mends  thefe  Matters  to  your  Confideration.” 

Two  Articles,  out  of  Governor  Shirley’s  State  of 
nis  own  Conduct,  will  come  in  not  improperly  here  ; 
viz.  “  Upon  Mr.  Shirley’s  Arrival  at  New-Tork 
(July  4)  he  found  a  full  Stop  put  to  the  Preparations 
ifor  the  Expedition  againft  Crown -Point,  with  Refpeft 
to  the  Articles  of  Artillery  and  Military  Stores,  which 
the  Governments  of  Majjachufets-Bay  and  New-Tork 
had  agreed  to  furnifh  between  them,  depending,  that 
the  Colonies  of  Connecticut ,  New-hampjhire ,  and  Rhode- 
IJland ,  would  pay  their  Proportions  of  the  Expence  ; 
but  that  not  being  done,  the  Government  of  New- 
Tork  declined  parting  with  the  Stores,  without  aftual 
Payment  or  Security  given. - After  having  remov¬ 

ed  this  Obftacle  to  the  Expedition’s  proceeding,  by 
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Putting  into  the  Hands  of  the  Government  of  New¬ 
ark  zfufficient  Quantity  of  the  Penfylvania-Provi/ions, I) 
as  a  Security  for  re-imbiirfing  them  on  Account  of  the 
before-mentioned  Articles,  and  advanced  about  1000I  i 
Sterling  of  his  own  Money  towards  the  Expence  of  | 
tranfporting  the  Artillery,  and  Ordnance-otores,  in 
Confidence  of  being  re-imburfed  by  the  New-England  \ 
Colonies,  he  embarked  for  Albany 

The  Reader  will  make  his  own  Remarks  :  At  leaft , 
he  will  infer  from  what  pafied  in  the  Afiembly  of  Pen- 1 
fyhania  before,  in  relation  to  Orders  /aid  to  have  been; 
received  from  and  Demands  made  by  General  Shirley,  I 
That  the  laid  Afiembly  would  now  have  been  inex- 
cu fable,  if  they  had  not  called  upon  their  Governor,! 
for  Governor  Phipps's  Letter  and  the  other  Informal 
tions  referred  to  upon  this  Occauon  ;  which  they  did. i 
by  exprefs  Mefiage  ;  and  that  having  been  told  by  him; 
in  anfwer  to  that  Call,  that  he  had  Orders  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  not  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  any 
Papers  but  fuch  as  he  pleafed,  they  Ihould  apply  toll 
him  for  a  Sight  of  fuch  Orders.—  .  ,} 

They  did  lo,  and  were  again  refufed  ;  he  figmfyingl 
that  fuch  Orders  being  intended  for  his  own  Govern¬ 
ment,  he  thought  it  improper  to  communicate  them 
And  in  the  Name  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  vouchq 
ing,  as  he  himfelf  had  done  before,  That  Mefifages; 
from  him  were  a  fufficient  Foundation  for  them  toi 
proceed  upon  :  Rut  withal  recurring  to  what  he  had 
alfo  offered  in  his  former  Mefiage,  namely,  to  com-] 
municate  to  their  Speaker ,  or  a  Few  of  the  Houfe,) 
fuch  Parts  of  the  Information  he  had  received  from  the! 
Eallward  as  his  Majefty’s  Service  required.  i 

But  this  not  proving  fatisfadlory  to  the  Houfe,  alia 
Proceedings  on  this  Head  were  for  fome  Days  at  aj 
Stand  ;  and  the  Interval  was  filled  with  a  Continuation 
of  the  animated  Controverfy,  which  in  the  preceding; 
Sefilon  had  fo  highly  exafperated  the  two  Branches^ 
of  the  Legiflature  againfi:  each  other,  and  which  neves^; 
had  been  "either  revived,  or  caufed,  if  the  Governor 
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and  his  Employers  had  not  preferred  their  own  private 
Views,  to  all  the  moral  and  equitable  Obligations  of 


Government. 

When  the  Aflembly  had  fet  nine  Days,  and  now 
remained  in  a  Sort  of  Sufpence,  not  chjufing  to  in¬ 
flame  on  one  Hand,  and  willing  to  hope  the  Gover¬ 
nor  would  find  Reafons  to  abate  of  his  unreafonable 
StifFnefs  on  the  other  •,  came  down,  a  long  Meflage  by 
Way  of  Anfwer  to  the  Afiembly’s  Paper  of  Septem¬ 
ber  29  ;  and,  fufficiently  exafperated  thereby,  that 
Body,  now  at  the  Point  of  Diffolution,  refolved  to 
acquit  themfelves  with  as  much  Spirit  as  if  they  had 
been  immortal. 

To  the  Appendix  the  Reader  muft  be  again  referred 
for  both  Pieces  :  They  cannot ;  they  ought  not  to  be 
fiipprefled  :  They  are  too  long  to  be  here  inferted  en¬ 
tire,  and  to  abridge  them,  at  leaf!;  that  of  the  Aflembly, 
would  be  to  maim  one  of  the  moll  lively  Pieces,  that 
Liberty  ever  infpired  or  Controverfy  produced. 

Such  a  Reference  then  to  the  Subject  Matter  of 
both  as  will  juft  ferve  to  keep  up  a  fort  of  hiftorical 
Connection,  is  all  the  Ufe  to  be  made  of  them  in  this 
Place. 

The  Aflembly  had  (very  truly)  charged  the  Go¬ 
vernor  with  contriving  all  poflible  Methods  of  Ex¬ 
pence  to  exhauft  their  Funds  and  diftrefs  their  Affairs  ; 
and  had  given  in  Proof  the  exorbitant  Demand  made 
upon  them  for  cutting  the  Road  for  the  Ufe  of  the 
Army  ;  an  Enterprize  which  they  tell  him  they  had 
undertaken  at  his  Inftance,  on  a  Computation  of  its 
coiling  only  800/.  The  Governor  in  his  Reply  faid, 
fuch  a  Sum  might  have  been  mentioned  as  what  it 
would  coft  in  fome  Aden's  private  Opinion  •,  but  not 
upon  an  Eftimate  of  the  Commifficners ,  nor  what  had 
been  as  fuch  fent  to  him.  Adding,  “  I  hat  tho5  they 
had  numbered  the  making  the  Road  among  their  me¬ 
ritorious  ACls,  they  had  in  Effect  done  it  out  of  tear 
of  having  proper  Reprefentations  made  of  their  Con¬ 
duct  at  home,  and  of  an  armed  Force  being  ufed  to 

S  4  oblige 
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oblige  the  Inhabitants  to  do  this  neceflary  Work  :  That 
he  had  perfuaded  the  General  to  compound  for  one 
Road  inftead  of  5TW,  to  contradl  even  that  to  two 
Thirds  of  the  Breadth,  and  not  to  carry  it  fo  far  by 
many  Miles  as  directed  by  the  Quarter  Mailer-Ge¬ 
neral  ;  by  which  great  Savings  were  made  to  the  Pro¬ 
vince,  and  Thanks  inftead  of  Complaints  were  due 
to  him,  and  Rewards  to  the  Commiftioners  who  had 
ferved  the  Province  in  fo  hazardous  a  Tafk  fo  well : 
That  he  had  never  made  fuch  a  Demand  as  5000  /. 
nor  could  it  have  been  made  by  any  one,  becaufe  the 
Accounts  were  not  come  in  :  And  that  now  they  were 
come  in,  the  Charge  did  not  amount  to  3,000  /. 
which  was  not  extravagant,  confidering  the  Diftance 
and  Expedition  required  in  the  Work.” 

I  he  Aflembly  in  their  Anfwer  could  not  be  fo  full 
in  their  own  Juftification,  and,  confequently,  in  re¬ 
futing  the  Governor,  as  they  might  have  been,  be¬ 
caufe  the  neceflary  Documents  happened  at  that  Time 
to  be  miflaici.  But  when  thole  Documents  were  re¬ 
covered,  they  did  themfelves  ample  Juftice,  by  re¬ 
printing  the  moft  material  in  an  Appendix  to  their 
Minutes. 

And  among  them  was  a  Letter  from  the  faid  Com- 
miffioners  to  the  Governor,  which  was  communicated, 
together  ,with  one  of  the  Governor’s  own,  (to  the 
Committee  of  Aflembly,  at  that  extraordinary  Crifis 
appointed  to  a 61  on  Behalf  of  the  whole,  and  other 
Members. then  called  in  to  their  Affiftance)  by  his  Se¬ 
cretary  ;  in  which  was  the  following  exprefs  Claufe: 
‘  lhe  Expence  of  making  the  Road  thirty  Feet 
wide,  and  the  principal  Pinches  twenty,  will  make 
C  „an.  Expence  of  about  800  /.’  This  Letter  was  dated 
April  16th:  And  the  Committee  having,  in  the 
Lame  of  the  Houfe,  undertaken  to  defray  the  Ex-' 
pence  of  both  Roads,  the  Work  went  on  according¬ 
ly.  In  another  Letter  from  the  fame  Commiflioners, 
dated  May  3d,  it  is  faid,  4  Both  Roads  will  leave  lit¬ 
tle  of  1500/.  for  it  is  impoffible  to  tell  what  unex- 
4  peeled  Occurrences  will  arife,  The  Houfe, 
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now  fitting,  refoived  to  perfevere  notwithftanding, 
and  notwithftanding  the  Lois  of  their  Bill,  which 
made  their  Compliance  more  difficult.  Another  Ef- 
timate,  dated  fifteen  Days  after  this,  fignified,  4  That 
6  the  Expence  of  opening  bcth  Roads  would  be  little 
4  under  2000  Thus  three  Eftimates  had  been  de¬ 
livered  in,  each  exceeding  the  other :  And  after  ail 
this,  when  one  Road  had  been  dropt,  and  the  other 
reduced  in  the  Manner  aifedged  by  the  Governor,  the 
faid  Commiffioners  did  adlually  require  5000/.  to  be; 
fent  to  them,  in  Addition  to  what  had  been  paid  to 
them  already,  which  in  Money  and  Proviiions  was 
fuppofed  to  be  near  1000  /.  The  Committee  of  Ac¬ 
counts  had  fat  upon  this  Requifition,  had  pronounced 
it  to  be  extravagant ,  and  had  given  it  as  their  Opi¬ 
nion,  Auguji  8th,  1755,  “  That  in  order  to  prevent 
Impofition  on  the  Public,  the*  faid  Commiffioners 
ought  forthwith  to  attend  the  faid  Committee  with 
their  Accounts  fairly  ftated,  with  proper  Vouchers 
for  the  fame.”  From  all  which  Premifles,  the  Houfe 
had  furely  Reafon  to  afk  as  they  did,  44  Whether 
they  had  not  good  Reafon  to  be  furprized  at  this,  and 
to  fufpedt  fome  Extravagance  in  the  Management  ?’* — • 
But  they  went  farther  ltill  *,  they  cited  the  original 
Letter  from  the  Governor’s  Six  Commiffioners  to 
him,  and  by  him  communicated  to  the  Houfe  Au¬ 
guft  9th,  in  which  the  Five  Fheufand  Pounds  is  fpeci- 
fied,  together  with  an  Intimation,  That  the  People 
being  much  in  Want  of  Money,  the  Money  could  not 
be  fent  too  foon.  And  they  conclude  this  Sedlion  with 
the  following  fhrewd  Remark:  4  The  Governor’s 
4  Judgment  of  our  Motives  to  engage  in  this  Work 
4  of  opening  the  Roads,  feems  to  us  a  very  unchari- 
4  table  one,  but  we  hope  to  find  more  equitable 
4  Judgment  elfewhere.  We  are  obliged  to  him,  how- 
4  ever,  for  owning  that  we  did  engage  in  it  at  all. 
4  For  as  he  is  pleafed  to  lay  it  down  as  a  Maxim  that 
4  we  are  very  wicked  People  ;  he  has  ffiewn  in  other 
4  Inftances,  when  we  have  done  any  Good,  that  he 
4  thinks  it  no  more  Injuftice  to  us  to  deny  the  Fatfs, 

4  than 
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4  than  now  to  deny  the  Goodnefs  of  our  Motives.— 
4  He  would,  however,  think  himfelf  ill  ufed,  if  any 
4  Part  of  his  Zeal  in  that  Affair  was  afcribed  to  the 
4  Menaces  directed  to  him  ;  or  to  a  View  of  accom- 
c  modating  by  the  new  Road  the  Lands  of  the  Pro- 
4  prietaries  new  Purchafe,  and  by  that  means  in- 
4  creafing  the  Value  of  their  Eftate  at  our  Expence.* 

Again  :  The  Governor  was  pleafed  to  exprefs  him¬ 
felf  in  thele  extraordinary  Terms  :  4  You  jjhave  often 
6  mentioned  what  you  have  done  to  promote  the  Suc- 
4  cels  of  his  Majefty’s  Arms  under  General  Braddock , 
4  and  for  the  Defence  of  the  Province,  and  fay,  you 
4  have  Letters  from  the  late  General ,  thanking  you  for 
4  your  Service ;  the  Truth  of  this  I  muff  beg  Leave 
4  to  queftion,  as  the  late  General  was  too  honeffc  to 
4  fay  one  Thing  to  you,  and  another  to  the  King’s 
4  Minifters.  He  mi^ht  acknowledge  the  Services  of 
4  particular  Men,  but  how  you  can  take  thofe  to 
4  yourfelves  as  an  Aflembly,  when  you  had  no  Hand 
4  in  what  was  done,  I  am  at  a  Lofs  to  know.  I 
4  think  it  will  not  be  doubted,  but  that  had  you  in 
4  Time  opened  the  proper  Roads,  raifed  Men,  and 
4  provided  Carriages  and  necejfary  Proviftons  for  the 
4  Troops,  as  this  was  the  only  Province  able,  in  the 
4  General’s  Situation,  to  furnifh  him  with  them,  we 
4  might  now  have  been  in  peaceable  Poffeffion  of  Port 
4  Duquefned 

To  which  aflonifhing,  becaufe  groundlefs  Charge, 
the  Affernbly,  in  the  following  full  and  effectual 
Manner,  replied :  4  We  own  that  we  have  often 
4  mentioned  this-,  but  we  have  been  forced  to  it  by  the 
4  Governor’s  afferting,  as  often,  in  his  Meffages,  con- 
4  trary  to  known  Fa£t,  that  we  had  done  nothings  and 
4  would  do  nothing  of  that  Kind.  But  it  feems  we  take 
*  to  ourfelves  the  Services  of  particular  Men ,  in  which , 

4  the  Governor  fays,  we  had  no  Hand-,  and  adds, 
4‘  That  had  we  in  Time  opened  the  proper  Roads, 
44  raifed  Men,  and  provided  Carriages,  and  neceffary 
44  Provifions  for  the  Troops,  we  might  now  have 

been  in  peaceable  Poffeffion  of  port  Duquefne 

4  We 
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We  beo-  Leave  to  afk  the  Governor,  Has  the  Body 
no  Share  in  what  is  done  by  its  Members?  Has  the 
Houfe  no  Hand  in  what  is  done  by  its  Committees.  . 
Has  it  no  Handtm  what  is  done  by  Virtue  of  its 
own  Refolves  and  Orders  ?  Did  we  not,  many 
Weeks  before  the  Troops  arrived,  vote  Five  ?hou- 
fand  Pounds  for  purchafing  frefti  V  i&uals,  and  othei 
Neceffaries  for  their  Ufe  ?  Did  we  not  even  borrow 
Money  on  our  own  Credit  to  pure  ha  fe  thofe  I  r<m- 
fions  when  the  Governor  had  rejected  our  Bill  ? 
Will  the  Governor  deny  this,  when  he  hitmeU  once 
;  charged  it  upon  us  as  a  Crime?  Were  not  the  I  ro- 
;  vifions  adually  purchafed  by  our  Committee,  the 
:  Ml  Quantity  required  by  the  Commijfary ,  and  earned 
C  by  Land  to  Virginia  at  our  Expence,  even  before 
«  they  were  wanted?  Did  the  Army  ever  want  Pro- 
c  vifions,  till  they  had  abandoned  or  deftroyed  them  ? 

«  Are  there  not  even  now  fome  Scores  of  Tons of  it 
c  lyino-  at  Fort  Cumberland  and  Conegochieg?  Did  the 

<  Governor  ever  mention  the  Opening  of  Roads  to 
‘  us  before  the  Eighteenth  of  March  thougn  the  Re- 

<  quifuion  was  made  to  him  by  the  Quarter  Matter 

<  General  in  January  ?  Did  we  not  in  a  lew  Days  at- 
«  ter  fend  him  up  a  Bill  to  proviae  for  the  Expence, 

‘  which  he  refufed?  Did  not  the  Governor  proceed 
6  neverthelefs  to  appoint  Commiffioners,  and  engage 
‘  Labourers  for  opening  the  Road,  whom  we  after- 
«  wards  agreed  to  pay  out  of  the  Money  we  happened 

to  ha  vein  our  Power  ?  Did  the  Work  ever  flop  a 
‘  Moment  through  any  Default  of  ouis  -  as  the 

<  Road  ever  intended  for  the  March  of  the  Troops  o 
C  the  Ohio  ?  Was  it  not  merely  to  open  a  Commum- 

<  cation  with  this  Province,  for  the  more  convenient 

*  fupplying  them  with  Provifions  when  they  fliould  be 

<  arrived  there?  Did  they  wait  in  the  leaft  lot  this 
«  Road  ?  Had  they  not  as  many  men  as  they  wanted, 

*  and  many  from  this  Province  ?  Were  they  not  more 
«  numerous  than  the  Enemy  they  went  to  oppofe,  even 

<  after  the  General  had  left  near  Half  his  Army  fifty 
S  Miles  behind  him  ?  Were  not  all  the  Carnages 
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they  demanoed,  being  one  hundred  and  fifty,  en- 
6  gaged,  equipt,  and  fent  forward  in  a  few  Days  after 
e  Demand,  and  ail  at  Wills's  Creek  many  Days 
‘  More  the  Army  was  ready  to  march  ?  With  what 
i  ace,  then,  o;  .Probability  can  the  Governor  under¬ 
take  to  fay,  Ci  That  had  we  in  Rims  opened  the 
pioper  Roads,  railed  Men,  and  provided  CarrL 
'c  ages,  and  neceffary  Provifions  for  the  Troops,  we 
orght  now  have  been  in  peaceable  Poffeffion  of 
tc  Fort-  Duquefne  ?" 

1  he  Governor  is  pleafed  to  doubt  our  having 
fuch  Letters  as  we  mentioned ;  we  are  therefore,  in 
c  our  own  Vindication,  under  a  Neceffity  of  quot’ing 
to  him  fome  farts  of  them  ;  and  will  fhew  him  the 
Originals  whenever  he  fhall  pieafe  to  require  it. 

*  The  General’s  Secretary,  in  his  Letter  of  the  Tenth 
c  of  May  to  one  of  our  Members  (who,  in  Purfuance 
oi  a  xcefolve  of  the  Houle  for  the  Service  of  the 
Army,  waited  on  the  General  at  Frederic ,  and  there 
c  occafionally  undertook  the  furnifning  of  Waggons, 
which  he  performed  with  the  Afiiftance  of  fome 
other  Members  of  the  Committee,  and  for  that,  and 
c  other  Services  to  the  Troops,  received  the  Thanks 
c  of  the  Home  at  his  Return)  fays,  c;  You  have 
done  us  great  Service  in  the  Execution  of  the  Bu- 
Ci  finefs  you  have  kindly  undertaken;  and  indeed 
without  it,  /  don't  fee  how  the  Service  could  have 
“  been  carried  on ,  as  the  Expectations  from  Maryland 
“  have  come  to  nothing.”  6  And  again,  in  hislet- 
‘  ter  of  May  the  Fourteenth,  “  The  General  orders 
me  to  acquaint  you  that  he  is  greatly  obliged  to 
you,  foi  the  great  Care  and  Readinefs  with  which 
you  have  executed  the  Bufinefs  you  undertook  for 
“  him.  At  your  Requeft  he  will  with  Pleafure  dif- 
<£  cnarge  the  Servants  that  may  have  inlifted  in  the 
1  orces  under  his  Command,  or  any  others  for 
vvhom  you  may  defire  a  Difcharge  ;  and  defires  that 
}  ou  would  ior  thatPurpofe  lend  him  their  Names.” 
i-^nd  again,  in  his  Letter  of  May  the  Twentieth, 

I  have  only  1  ime  to  thank  you  once  more,  in  the 

“  Name 


i 
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44  Name  of  the  General  and  every  body  concerned, 
44  for  the  Service  you  have  done,  which  has  been 
j  44  conducted  throughout  with  the  greateft  Prudence 
44  and  mod  generous  Spirit  for  the  Public  Service.” 

4  The  General’s  own  Letter,  dated  the  Twenty-ninth 
‘  of  May,  mentions  and  acknowledges  the  Provifions 
i  44  given  by  the  Penfylvanian  AJJembly 5  [though  the 
c  Governor  will  allow  us  to  have  had  44  no  Hand”  in 
4  it]  and  fays,  44  Your  Regard  for  his  Majefty’s  Ser- 
44  vice,  and  Affiftance  to  the  prefent  Expedition,  de- 
44  ferve  my  fincereft  Thanks,”  &c. — 6  Colonel  Dun - 
4  bar  writes,  in  his  Letter  of  May  the  Thirteenth, 
4  cencerning  the  Prefent  of  Refrefhments,  and  Car- 
4  riage  Horfes  fent  up  for  the  Subalterns,  44  I  am  de- 
44  fired  by  all  the  Gentlemen,  whom  the  Committee 
44  have  been  fo  good  as  to  think  of  in  fo  genteel  a  Man- 
i  4  ner,  to  return  them  their  hearty  ThankL”  4  And 
4  again,  on  the  Twenty-hi-fi  of  May,  44  Your  kind 
44  Prefent  is  now  all  arrived,  and  fhall  be  equally  di¬ 
ll  44  vided  to  morrow  between  Sir  Peter  HalkePs  Sub- 
44  alterns  and  mine,  which  I  apprehend  will  be  agree- 
44  able  to  the  Committee’s  Intent.  This  I  have  made 
44  known  '  to  the  Officers  of  both  Regiments,  who 
44  unanimoufly  defire  me  to  return  their  generous  Be- 
44  nefadtors  their  mod  hearty  Thanks ,  to  which  be 
44  pleafed  to  add* mine,  &c.”  4  And  Sir  Peter  Hal- 

4  ket,  in  his  of  the  Twenty-third  of  May ,  fays,  44  The 
44  Officers  of  my  Regiment  are  mod  fenfible  of  the 
44  Favours  conferred  on  the  Subalterns  by  your  AJfem- 
44  bly,  who  have  made  them  fo  well  timed,  and  fo 
44  handfome  a  Prefent.  At  their  Requeft  and  Defire 
44  I  return  their  Thanks ,  and  to  the  Acknowledge - 
44  ments  of  the  Officers,  beg  Leave  to  add  mine,. 
44  which  you,  I  hope,  will  do  me  the  Favour  for  the 
44  whole  to  offer  to  the  AJfembly ,  and  to  affure  them 
44  that  we  fhall  on  every  Occafion  do  them  the  Juftice 
44  due  for  fo  feafonable  and  well  judged  an  Adf  of 
44  Generofity.”  4  There  are  more  of  the  fame  Kind, 
4  but  thefe  may  fuffice  to  fhew  that  we  had  44  fome 
44  Hand  in  what  was  done,”  and  that  we  did  not,  as 

4  the 
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*  the  Governor  fuppofes,  deviate  from  the  I  ruth* 
6  when,  in  our  juft  and  neceffary  Vindication  againft 
4  his  groundlefs,  cruel,  and  repeated  Charge,  that 
44  we  had  refufed  the  proper,  neceftary,  and  timely 
4;  Affiftance  to  an  Army  fent  to  prated  the  Colonies,” 
4  we  alledged,  “  that  we  had  fupplied  that  Army 
“  plentifully  with  all  they  afked  of  us,  and  more 
44  than  all,  and  had  Letters  from  the  late  General, 
44  and  other  principal  Officers,  acknowledging  our 
“  Care,  and  thanking  us  cordially  for  our  Services.” 

4  - If  the  General  ever  wrote  differently  of  us  to 

c  the  King’s  Minifters,  it  muft  have  been  while  he 
4  was  under  the  firft  Impreffions  given  him  by  the 
6  Governor  to  our  Difadvantage,  and  before  he  knew 
4  us  ;  and  we  think  with  the  Governor,  that  if  he  had 
4  lived,  he  was  too  honeft  a  Man  not  to  have  retrad- 
4  ed  thole  miftaken  Accounts  of  us,  and  done  us 
4  ample  juftice.’ - 

What  is  ftill  more  unlucky  for  the  Governor,  his 
Secretary  writing  to  the  faid  Commiffioners  with  all 
the  Authority  he  could  depute  to  him,  April  25, 
1755,  makes  ufe  of  thefe  very  Words,  4  What  Sir 
4  John  St.  Clair  fays  is  fo far  true,  that  had  the  Army 
4  been  ready  now,  and  retarded  by  Delays  in  Matters 
4  undertaken  by  this  Province,  all  the  Mifchiefs  thence 
4  arifing  would  have  been  juftly  chargeable  on  this 
4  Province  :  But  I  am  much  miftaken,  if  they  can, 
4  within  a  Month  from  this  Date,  get  their  Artillery 
4  fo  far  as  your  Road.* 

In  the  fame  Letter  he  alfo  fays,  4  Surely  the  Flour 
4  will  be  delivered  in  Rime  \  or  great  Blame  may  be 
4  laid  with  Truth  at  the  Door  of  the  Commiffioners.* 
Not  the  Province  *,  and,  indeed,  the  Flour  was  adu- 
ally  delivered  fo  foon  and  fo  faft,  that  the  General 
had  not  even  provided  Store-houfes  and  Shelters  fuf- 
ficient  to  fecure  it  againft  the  Weather,  to  which  great 
Quantities  of  it  lay  expofed  in  Maryland  after  the  De¬ 
livery  of  it  there. 

What  Spirit  this  Gentleman  (the  Governor)  was 
poffeffed  with,  had  been  a  Queftion.  The  Affembly 

•would 
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would  not  allow  him  to  have  the  Spirit  of  Govern¬ 
ment  :  He  himfelf  maintained,  that  if  he  had  had 
enough  of  the  Spirit  of  Submijfion  (Terms  generally 
held  irreconcileable)  his  Government  would  have  been 

1  more  agreeable  to  the  Province. - But  now  it  can  be 

'  a  Queftion  no  longer. 

The  laft  Period  of  the  Governor’s  Meflage  was  the 
;  very  Quinteffence  of  Inventive.  c  In  fine,  Gentle- 
6  men,  faid  he,  I  muft  remind  you,  that  in  a  former 

*  Meffage  you  faid  you  were  a  plain  People  that  had 

*  no  Joy  in  Deputation.  But  let  your  Minutes  be 
4  d&amined  for  Fifteen  Years  paid,  not  to  go  higher, 
4  and  in  them  will  be  found  more  Artifice,  more 
4  Time  and  Money  fpent  in  frivolous  Controverfies, 
4  more  unparalleled  Abufes  of  your  Governors,  and 
4  more  Undutifulnefs  to  the  Crown,  than  in  all  the 
4  reft  of  his  Majefty’s  Colonies  put  together.  And 
4  while  you  continue  in  fuch  a  Temper  of  Mind,  I 
4  have  very  little  Hopes  of  Good,  either  for  his  Ma- 
4  jefty’s  Service,  or  for  the  Defence  and  Protection  of 
4  this  unfortunate  Country.’ 

And  in  the  Reply  of  the  Aflembly  his  own  Artil¬ 
lery  was  turned  upon  him  as  follows  :  4  The  Mi- 
4  nutes  are  printed,  and  in  many  Hands,  who 
4  may  judge,  on  examining  them,  whether  any  Abu- 
4  fes  of  Governors  and  Undutifulnefs  to  the  Crown 
I  ‘  are  to  be  found  in  them.  Controverfies  indeed  there 
4  are  too  many  ;  but  as  our  Aftemblies  are  yearly 
4  changing,  while  our  Proprietaries ,  during  that  Term, 

4  have  remained  the  fame,  and  have  probably  given 
4  their  Governors  the  fame  Inftruttions ,  we  muft  leave 
4  others  to  guefs  from  what  Root  it  is  moft  likely  that 
4  thofe  Controverfies  fhould  continually  fpring.  As 
4  to  frivolous  Controverfies,  we  never  had  fo  many 
4  of  them  as  fince  our  prelent  Governor’s  Adminif- 
4  tration,  and  all  raifedby  himfelf  ;  and  we  may  ven- 
4  ture  to  fay,  that  during  that  one  Year,  fcarce  yet 
4  expired,  there  have  been  more  44  unparalleled  Abu- 
|  i  1  fes”  of  this  People,  and  their  Reprefentauves  in  Af- 

4  fembly. 
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4  fembly,  than  in  all  the  Years  put  together,  fince  the 
6  Settlement  of  the  Province. 

c  We  are  now  to  take  our  Leave  of  the  Governor  5 
4  and  indeed,  fmee  he  hopes  no  Good  from  11s,  nor 
‘  we  from  him,  ’tis  time  we  fhould  be  parted.  If  our  ; 
4  Conftituents  difapprove  our  Conduct,  a  few  Days  , 
4  will  give  them  an  Opportunity  of  changing  us  by  a 
4  new  Ele&ion  ;  and  could  the  Governor  be  as  foon  ■ 
4  and  as  eajily  changed,  Penfylvania  would,  we  ap-  ti 
4  prehend,  deferve  much  lefs  the  Character  he  gives  ; 
4  it,  of  an  unfortunate  Country .’  .  , 

That,  however,  they  might  ftill  continue  to  aCt^>n  , 
the  fame  Maxims,  and  continue  to  deferve  the  fame 
Confidence,  they  proceeded  to  contribute  all  they  could  , 
to  the  Advancement  of  the  Service  •,  not  only  with-  , 
out  the  Concurrence  of  the  Governor,  but  in  lpite  of  , 
his  Endeavours  to  render  them  odious  by  all  the  , 
Means  of  Prevention  his  Wit,  his  Malice,  or  his 
Power  could  help  him  to.  In  what  Manner,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  unanimous  Refolutions  will  fpecify. 

*  That  when  Application  is  made  to  this  Houfe  by 
4  the  Governor,  for  fomething  to  be”  done  at  the  Re- 
4  queft  of  another  Government,  the  Letters  and  Pa- 
‘  pers  that  are  to  be  the  Foundation  of  our  Proceed- 
*  irigs  on  fuch  Application,  ought  to  be,  as  they 
4  have  been  by  all  preceding  Governors,  laid  before 
«  the  Houfe  for  their  Confideration. 

c  That  a  Sight  afforded  to  the  Speaker,  or  a  few 
4  of  the  Members,  of  Papers  remaining  in  the  Go- 
4  vernor’s  Hands,  cannot  be  fo  fatisfa&ory  to  the 
4  reft  of  the  Houfe,  nor  even  to  the  Speaker,  and 
4  fuch  Members,  as  if  thofe  Papers  were  laid  before 
4  the  Houfe,  where  they  might  receive  feveral  diftinft 
4  Readings,  and  be  fubject  to  repeated  Infpedtion  and 
4  Difcuffion  till  they  were  thoroughly  underftood  ; 

4  and  all  Danger  of  Miftakes  and  Mifconceptions 
4  through  Defect  of  Attention,  or  of  Memory,  in  one 
4  or  a  few  Perfons,  effectually  prevented. 

4  That  great  Inaccuracies  and  want  of  Ex  affine fs 
4  have  been  frequently  obferved  by  the  Houfe  in  the 

*  j  *  6  Governor’s  . 
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4  Governor’s  Manner  of  ftating  Matters,  laid  before 
4  them  in  his  Meffages  ;  and  therefore  they  cannot 
4  think  fuch  Meffages,  without  the  Papers  therein 
<  referred  to,  are  a  lufficient  Foundation  for  the 
4  Houle  to  proceed  upon,  in  an  Affair  oi  Moment, 

4  or  that  it  would  be  prudent  or  fale  fo  to  do,  either 
4  for  themfelves  or  their  Conftituents. 

4  That  though  the  Governor  may  pojjibly  have  ob- 
4  tained  Orders  not  to  Jay  the  Secretary  of  State  s 
4  Letters,  in  fome  Cafes,  before  the  Houfe,  they 
4  humbly  conceive  and  hope  that  Letters  from  the 
4  neighbouring  Governments,  in  fuch  Caies  as  the 
4  prelent,  cannot  b t  included  in  those  Ordcis. 

4  That  when  an  immediate  Affiftance  to  neigh- 
4  bouring  Colonies  is  required  of  us  ;  to  interrupt  or 
4  prevent  our  Deliberations,  by  refufing  us  a  Sight  of 
«  the  Requeft,  is  a  Proceeding  extremely  improper 

4  and  unfeafonable. - - 

4  But  a  Member  of  this  Houfe  producing  a  Letter 
4  to  himfelf  from  the  Honourable  Thomas  H'utcainfon9 
4  Efq.  a  Perfon  of  great  Diftin&ion  and  Weight 
4  in  the  Government  of  Majfackufets- Bayr  and  a 
4  Member  of  the  Council  of  that  Province,  mention- 
4  ino-  the  Application  to  this  Government  for  Provi- 
4  fions,  and*  the  Neceffty  of  an  immediate  Supply  : 

4  And  it  appearing  by  the  Refolution  of  the  Coun- 
4  cil  of  War,  held  at  the  Carrying  Place,  _  cn  the 
4  Twenty-fourth  paft  (an  Abffradi  of  which  is  com- 
4  municated  to  the  Speaker,  by  the  Honourable  Tho- 
4  mas  Pownal9  Efq.  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  Jer- 
t  feys)  that  the  Army  will  be  in  Want  of  Blankets  and 
4  other  Cloathing,  fuitable  to  the  approaching  Seafon  ; 
4  and  this  IToufe  being  willing  to  afford  what  Affil- 
4  tance  may  be  in  their  Power,  under  their  prelent 
4  unhappy  Circumftances  of  an  exhaufted  freaiury, 

4  and  a  total  Refufal  by  the  Governor  of  their  Bills 

4  for  raifing  Money,  Refolved , 

4  That  a  voluntary  Subfcription  of  any  Sum  or 
4  Sums,  not  exceeding  Ten  Thoufand  Pounds ,  which 
4  fhall  be  paid  by  any  Perfons  into  the  Hands  of  Ifaac 

T  *  Norris , 


/ 


I 


_ 
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Norris ,  Evan  Morgan ,  Jofepb  Fox ,  Mifflin , 

Reffle  Meredith ,  and  Samuel  Smith  of  the  City  of 
Philadelphia ,  Gentlemen,  within  two  Weeks  after 
this  Date,  towards  the  Furnifhing  of  Provifions  and 
Blankets,  or  other  warm  CJoathing,  to  the  Troops 


now  at  or  near  Crown-Point ,  on  the  Frontiers  of 


New-Tork ,  will  be  of  Service  to  the  Crown,  and  ac- 


)i 


ceptable  to  the  Public,  and  the  Subfcribers  ought 
%  to  be  thankfully  reimburfed  (with  Intereft)  by  fuv 
<  ture  Aflemblies,  to  whom  it  is  accordingly  by  this' 
,c  Houfe  earneftly  recommended/ 

And  this  may  be  called  the  finifhing  Meafure  of 
this  every  way  public-fpirited  Affembly :  The  Go-' 
vernor  did  not  chufe  to  be  in  the  Way  to  receive  their’ 
Hepb/':  and  fo  the  Seffion  and  the  Controverfy  for 
this  Time  ended  together. 

Into  the  Hands  of  what  Number  of  Readers,  or 
Readers  of  what  Capacities,  Difpofitions,  or  Prin¬ 
ciples,  this  Treatife  fhall  fall,  is  out  of  Calculation  the 
firft,  and  Decifion  the  la  ft :  But  whatever  the  Num¬ 
ber  may  be,  or  however  they  may  happen  to  be ! 
principled,,  difpofed,  or  endowed,  the  Majority  will ' 
by  this  Time,  probably,  exclaim,  Enough  of  this  Go- 
vernor!  or.  Enough  of  this  Author  ! 

But  which  ever  fhould  happen  to  be  the  Cafe,  Par- ' 
don  is  afked  for  the  Necefiity  of  proceeding  a  few  J 
Stages  farther;  and  Patience  ought  to  be  required,  to 
induce  the  Reader  to  hold  out  to  the  End  of  fo  difa-  , 
greeable  a  Journey. 

Tho’  foiled,  difgraced,  and  filenced,  this  Anti -  ' 
Penn ,  this  Undertaker  to  fubvert  the  Building  Penn 
had  raifed,  was  far  from  quitting  the  Lifts. 

On  the  contrary,  he  lay  in  wait  with  Impatience 
for  a  Verification  of  his  own  Predictions  concerning 


the  Danger  of  the  Frontier,  and  the  Miferies  the  In¬ 


habitants  weretofuftain  when  the  Enemy  fhould  break 
in  upon  them. 

When  inch  fhould  actually  become  the  Cafe,  when 
the  Fugitives  fhould  on  all  Sides,  be  driven  either  by 
the  Enemy  or  their  own  Fears,  or  both,  towards  the 


Capital 
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Capital ;  when  every  Week  fhould  furniffi  fome  new 
Tragedy  and  Rumour  fo  practife  upon  Credulity, 
that  every  fingle  Fact  fhould  by  the  Help  of  Echoes 
and  Re-echoes  be  multiplied  into  1  wenty  :  When  the 
Fannie  fhould  become  general,  and  the  very  Diffrac¬ 
tions  of  the  Herd,  and  their  Incapacity  to  opeiate 
for  themfelves,  fliould  render  them  obnoxious  to  any 

Impofition  whatfoever - Then,  he  thought,  and 

not  altogether  unjufliy,  their  Paffions  might  be  o;. 
Service  to  him,  tho’  their  Reafon  could  not :  And  the 
Event  will  fnew.  That,  provided  he  might  attain  his 
Ends,  he  could  be  very  indifferent  about  the  Means. 

Factions  he  had  found  Means  to  form,  both  in  the 
City  and  the  feveral  Counties ;  and  Tools  and  Imple¬ 
ments  of  all  Kinds,  from  the  officious  Magiftrate  down 
to  the  Proftitute  Writer,  the  whifpering  Incendiary, 
and  avowed  Defperado,  he  was  furrounded  witn.  l  he 
!  Prefs  he  had  made  an  outrageous  Ufe  of-,  a  Cry  he 
had  raifed  ;  and  in  Miniature  the  whole  Game  of 
Fattion  was  here  played  by  him  with  as  little  Referve, 
tho’  not  with  as  much  Succefs,  as  it  is  in  greater 
Affairs  elfewhere. 

The  Current  of  Ele&ions,  however,  ftill  continued 
to  fet  againft  him :  Thofe  who  had  the  moft  Intereft 
at  Stake  remained  firm  to  the  Intereft  oi  their  Coun¬ 
try  :  And  now  nothing  remained  but  by  the  Dint  of 
Artifice  and  Clamour,  to  compel  thofe  to  be  fubfer- 
vient  to  his  indirect  Purpofes,  if  poffible,  whom  he 
could  not  deprive  of  their  Country’s  Confidence  and 
Favour. 

This  was  the  true  State  of  Penfyfoania ,  when  the 
new  Affembly,  compofed  chiefly  ot  the  old  Members, 
took  their  Seats. 

On  the  14th  of  Oclober  the  Houfe  met  of  courfe, 
according  to  their  Conftitution  :  but  die*  not  pioceed 
to  material,  or  at  leaft,  extraordinary  Bufmefs.-— The 
Governor  was  not  as  yet  lureoi  his  Crifis  i  And,  tnere- 
fore,  chofe  to  feel  their  Pulfe  firft  in  manner  follow¬ 
ing  FI  is  Secretary  being  in  Converfation  with  the 
D  T  2  Speaker 
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Speaker  of  the  AfTembly  (the  fame  who  had  ferved 
in  that  Office  for  many  Years  part)  took  occafion  to  ii 
communicate  two  Letters  to  him  concerning  Indian 
Affairs  :  And  the  Speaker,  afking.  Whether  they : 
were  not  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  the  Secretary 
replied,  he  had  no  fuch  Orders.  The  Letters  were  of 
eourfe  returned  ;  and  the  Speaker  made  the  Houfe  ac-  j 
quainted  with  this  Incident  •,  adding,  ‘  That  he  thought  ; 

*  thefaid  Letters  contained  Matters  of  great  Impor-  : 
4  tance  to  the  Welfare  of  the  Province.:  But  as  he 

could  not  prefume  to  charge  his  Memory  with  the  1 
6  Particulars,  fo  as  to  lay  them  before  the  Houfe  for  a 
6  the  Foundation  of  their  Condud,  he  could  only  1 
c  mention  the  Fad,  and  recommend  it  to  the  Confi-  n 
c  deration  of  the  Houfe.’  The  Houfe  hereupon  de¬ 
puted  two  Members  to  inform  the  Governor,  4  That  ( 
s  having  gone  thro’  the  ufual  Bufmefs  done  at  the  firftll 

*  Sitting  of  an  AfTembly,  they  were  inclined  to  ad-  i 
6  journ,  unlefs  he  had  any  Thing  to  lay  before  them,  | 
s  particularly  in  regard  to  Indian  Affairs,  that  might  ; 
6  require  their  longer  Stay.’  And  the  fame  Members  ! 
were  farther  direded  to  acquaint  him  with  the  Time  ff 
of  their  Adjournment,  in  cafe  the  Governor  fhould  in 
Peply  fay,  he  had  nothing  to  communicate. — This 
Concert  upon  one  Side,  produced  Concert  on  the  other* 
The  Governor  replied  as  had  been  forefeen,  ‘  That  f> 
6  if  he  had  had  any  Bujinefs  to  lay  before  the  Houfe 

‘  he  fhould  have  done  it  before  that  Time.’  And 
being  then  made  acquainted  with  the  propofed  Time 
of  Adjournment,  which  was  till  the  firft  of  December , 
he  faid,  It  was  very  well.  - 

The  Houfe,  therefore,  having  firfl  refolved  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  Supplies  granted  by  the  former  AfTembly  to 
the  Indians  on  their  Frontier,  adjourned  accordingly, 
having  fat  but  four  Days. 

Fifteen  Days  of  this  Adjournment  were  alfo  fufrered 
,  to  elapfe,  as  if  all  Danger  and  Apprehenfion  were  at 
an  End.  But  then  the  Governor,  being  armed  at  all 

Points, 
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Points,  fummoned  them  to  meet  him,  with  all  the 
jCircum  fiances  of  Alarm  and  Terror  his  Imagination 
could  furnifh.  0 

Intelligence  (probably  the  fame  Intelligence  contain - 
pd  in  the  two  Letters  communicated  by  his  Secretary 
o  the  Speaker)  That  a  Party  of  Prench  and  Indians , 
othe  Number  of  1,500  as  he  was  informed,  had  palled 
he  Allegheney- Hills,  and  having  penetrated  as  far  as 
he  Kittochtiny  Hills,  within  about  Eighty  Males  of 
Philadelphia ,  were  incamped  on  the  Sujquebanna ,  was 
he  Bufinefs  he  had  to  impart  to  them  ;  "and  from  his 
banner  of  imparting  it,  he  leemed  more  delighted 
!ian  fhocked  with  the  Recital.  6  This  Invafion,  faid 
he,  was  what  we  had  the  greatefl  Reafon  to  believe 
would  be  the  Confequence  of  General  BraddocE s 
Defeat,  and  the  Retreat  of  the  regular  Troops.* 
Wliy  did  they  retreat  then  from  the  adlual  Seat  of 
far  ?  .  \  v  as  the  wild  Country  on  the  Ohio  better  worth 
pending  than  Penfylvania  l  Was  any  projected  Ac- 
aifition  of  more  Importance  to  the  Public  than  the 
refervation  of  fuch  a  Country  ?  Did  not  this  very 
overnor  talk  of  the  Plenty  of  the  Province  and  its 
fencelefs  State,  from  d  ime  to  P  ime,  almoft  in  the 
*'e  of  Invitation  as  if  he  meant  to  hefpeak  the  very 
Kent  he  was  now  expatiating  upon  ?  And  is  not  he 
pre  to  be  upbraided  for  Suffering  thole  Troops  to  be 
Hied,  if  he  did  no  more ,  without  making  the  ftrong- 
Remonftrances  againft  it,  than  the  Affembly  who 
jfought  their  Protection  :  And  if  it  fhould  spoear 
,ra  whole  ConduCt,  that  he  defired  nothing  more 
gently  than  that  luch  an  Event  fhould  happen  5  and 
pthis  principal  Endeavour  was,  to  improve  it  when 
|lid  happen  to  Proprietary  Purpofes,  at  the  Expence 
the  fortunes.  Liberties,  and  Lives  of  the  Inha¬ 
lants,  with  what  Abhorrence  mull  we  reSedl  on  the 
ns  taken  in  this  Speech,  to  aggravate  the  calami- 
!,s  State  of  the  Province,  and  to  place  it  to  the  Ac- 
mtol  thofe,  who  had  in  a  moll  fignal  Manner  de- 
Ked  the  1  hanks,  not  only  of  the  Penfylvanians ,  but 
T  3  alfo 


m 
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aifo  of  all  the  Friends  and  Lovers  of  Liberty  and  Vir¬ 
tue  diftributed  thro’  the  Britijh  Empire?'] 

‘  Had  my  Hands  been  fufficiently  (Lengthened  (to, 
C  he  proceeded)  I  fliould  have  put  this  Province  into, 

<  fuch  a  Pofture  of  Defence,  as'might  have  pr  event  ea 

<  the  Mifchiefs  that  have  fince  happened.’  A  Dok} 
of  Venom  apparently  prepared  and  admimftered  tc 
poifon  the  Province  : — If  the  Governor  might  have  beer 
their  Saviour,  and  was  not,  for  W  ant  of  proper  Powers > 
the  Affembly  accufed  as  having  with-held  them,  were  t< 
be  confidered  as  public  Enemies.  1  o  be  treated  as  tucl 
could  not  but  follow. — The  Populace  are  never  f 
ripe  for  Mifchief  as  in  Times  of  molt  Danger.--/ 
provincial  Dictator  he  wanted  to  be  conftituted.— H 
thought  this  would  be  the  fureft  Way  oi  carrying  h 
Point* :  And  if  the  Penfylvanians  had  taken  lo  franti 
a  Turn,  they  would  not  have  been  the  firft  who  lily 
the  Flock  in  the  Fable,  had,  in  a  Fit  of  Defpair,  take 
a  Wolf  for  their  Shepherd. 

But  to  return.  c  That  the  'Delaware  and  Shawant, 
Indians  had  been  gained  over  by  the  French ,  under  tl 
enfnaring  Pretence  of  restoring  them  to  their .  Country 
confdtutedhisnext  Inflammatory.  And  then  in  order, 
magnify  his  own  Merits,  he  farther  fuggefted,  c  Th 
he  had  fent  the  fame  Intelligence,  both  to  the  Kirif. 
Minifters,  together  with  a  Reprefcntation  of  thee 
fencelels  State  of  the  Province,  and  to  the  neighbor 
ing  Governments,  that  the  latter  might  be  at  oi, 
prepared  to  defend  themlelves  and  fuccour  then 
That  the  Back  Inhabitants  having  upon  this  Occafu 
behaved  themfelves  with  uncommon  Spirit  and  I 
tivity,  he  had  gtvren  Commiffions  to  fuch  as  werew; 
ing  to  take  them  *,  and  Encouragement  to  all  to  deft 
themfelves,  till  the  Government  was  enabled  to  pro 
them:  But  that  they  had  complained  much  of  W, 
of  Order  and  Difcipline ,  as  well  as  of  Arms  and  A 
munition ;  and  he  was  without  Power,  Money, 
Means  to  form  them  into  fuch  regular  Bodies,  as  ( 
Exigency  required,  &c.  'I  hat  the  Defigns  of 
Enemy  could  only  be  conjectured  from  their  Moti 
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and  Numbers ;  and  that  from  thofe  and  the  known 
Circumftances  of  the  Province,  it  was  reafonable  to 
apprehend,  they  had  fomething  more  in  View,  than 
barely  cutting  off  and  deftroying  fome  of  the  frontier 
Settlements.’  And  for  a  Conclufion  he  fummed  up 
his  Lords  the  Proprietaries  Will  and  Pleafure  as  fol¬ 
lows. 

4  His  Majefty  and  the  Proprietaries  having  com-’ 
«  mitted  the  People  of  this  Province  to  my  Charge 
4  and  Care,  I  have  done,  and  hill  fhall  very  readily 
4  do,  every  Thing  in  my  Power  to  fulfil  that  impor- 
6  tant  Truft;  and  to  that  End,  I  think  it  my  Duty 
4  to  call  upon  you  to  grant  fuch  Supplies  of  Money 
4  as  his  Majefty’s  Service,  at  this  important  and  dan- 
6  gerous  Crifis,  may  require,  and  to  prepare  a  Bill 
4  for  eftablifhing  a  regular  Militia,  exempting  fuch 
4  as  are  confcientioufiy  fcrupulous  of  bearing  Arms, 
4  it  being  impoffible,  without  fuch  a  Law,  though 
6  large  Sums  of  Money  fhouid  be  railed,  to  prevent 
\*  Confufion  and  Diforder,  or  conduct  Matters  with 
4  any  Degree  of  Regularity. 

4  As  the  Enemy  are  now  laying  wafte  the  Country, 
4  and  (laughtering  the  Inhabitants,  there  is  no  Time 
4  to  be  loft ;  I  therefore  think  it  neceffary  upon  this 
4  Occafion  to  inform  you,  that  I  am  ready  and  willing 
4  to  confent  to  a  Law  for  emitting  any  Sum  in  Paper- 
|4  Money  the  prefent  Service  may  require,  if  Funds 
4  are  eftablifhed  for,  finking  the  fame  in  five  Years: 
4  But  I  cannot  think  it  confiftent  either  with  the 
4  Powers  of  my  Commiffion,  or  the  Duty  I  owe  the 
4  Crown,  to  pafs  any  Bills  of  the  fame  or  a  like  1  enor 
4  of  thofe  1  have  heretofore  refufed.  And  I  hope  you 
I  4  will  not  wafte  your  Time  in  offering  me  any  fuch 
1  4  Bills,  as  you  muft  know  from  what  has  paffed  be- 
4  tween  me  and  the  late  Affembly,  and  the  informa- 
1  4  tion  I  now  give  you,  it  is  not  in  my  Power  to  con- 
1  4  fentto-,  and  I  earneftly  recommend  it  to  you,  to 
1  4  afford  in  Time  that  Affiftance  which  your  bleeding 
[  i  Country  ftands  fo  much  in  Need  of.’ 


2  So  An  Htftorical  REVIEW ,  &c.' 

So  that  in  cafe  they  would  not  wave  their  Privileges 
in  the  Manner  prefcribed,  and  protect  the  Proprietary 
Eftate  gratis ,  their  Country  might  bleed  to  Death  if 
it  would  *,  for  they  were  not  to  be  permitted  to  make 
Ufe  of  their  own  Money  their  own  Way,  to  fave 
it. 

One  Aft  of  Parliament  *  there  is,  and  one  only, 
which  not  only  admits,  that  Governors  and  Deputy- 
Governors  may  abufe  their  Power  and  opprefs  the  Sub¬ 
ject,  but  alio  affects  to  provide  for  the  Punijhment 
of  fuch  Opprejjors.  But  then  the  Word  Oppreffion  is 
left  lb  vague  and  indefinite,  that  no  Subject  ever  did, 
or  can  derive  any  Benefit  from  it. — Of  all  the  feveral 
Species  of  Oppreffion,  That,  now  practifed  by  this 
Man  upon  a  whole  Province,  was  furely  the  molt 
grievous :  And  as  it  required  no  common  Share  of 
Firmnefs  to  withftand  it,  fo  it  required  an  equal  De¬ 
gree  of  Prudence  to  temper  that  Firmnefs,  in  fuch  a 
Manner  as  might  obviate  all  the  Mif-conltructions  and 
Mifreprefentations  the  Withftanders  had  good  Reafon 
to  be  fure  would  be  put  upon  it. 

Petitions  from  various  Quarters,  and  many  of  them 
of  fuch  an  oppofite  Tendency  that  they  were  irrecon¬ 
cilable  with  each  other,  poured  in  upon  them. — Some 
of  the  Petitioners  declaring  themlelves  highly  fenfibh 
of  the  Zeal  and  Diligence  the  Afifembly  had  fhewn  for 
the  Interejl  and  Welfare  of  their  Conftitnents ,  in  con¬ 
tending  for  what  ought  in  Juftice  to  be  granted. — O- 
thers  pretending  to  pray ,  that  the  Houfe  would  not 
keep  up  unnecejfary  Difputes  with  the  Governor,  nor 
by  Reafon  of  their  religious  Scruples  longer  neglect 
the  Defence  of  the  Province. — Both  requiring  to  have 
Arms  put  into  their  Hands.— And  others  expreffing 
their  fervent  Defires  that  Meafures  might  be  purfued 
confident  with  their  peaceable  Principles ,  and  that  they 
would  continue  humbly  to  confide  in  the  Protection 
of  that  Almighty  Power,  which  had  hitherto  been  as 
Walls  and  Bulwarks  round  about  them. 

*  ii  and  i  z  of  Will.  3d.  Cap.  12. 
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The  Afiembly  received  all  with  Compofure  •,  and 
refolved  to  give  all  the  Satisfaction  they  could  to  all. 
— To  the  Points  inforced  by  the  Governor  they  at¬ 
tended  firft  ;  and  to  take  off  the  Panic  which  pre¬ 
vailed  in  the  Province,  undertook  to  reCcify  the  Intel¬ 
ligence  he  had  given,  which  could  not  but  contribute 
greatly  to  the  lncreafe  of  it. — In  their  Reply  to  that 
Part  of  his  Speech  for  Inftance  they  told  him,  “  They 
could  not  find  by  the  Letters  and  Papers  he  had  been 
pleafed  to  lay  before  them,  That  any  fuch  Number 
of  French  and  Indians  were  encamped  on  any  Part  of 
the  River  Sufquehdnna .** — What  they  admitted  was, 

“  That  the  Back-fettlers  were  greatly  alarmed  and  ter¬ 
rified  •,  that  Cruelties  had  been  committed  on  the  In¬ 
habitants  by  the  Delaware  and  Shawanefe  Indians, 
principally  within  the  Lands  purchafed  by  the  Propri¬ 
etaries  at  Albany  but  the  Year  before  :  That,  per¬ 
haps,  there  might  be  a  few  of  the  French  Mohawks 
among  them  ;  but  this  was  not  very  clear ;  and  that 
thefe  were  to  be  followed,  as  fever al  of  the  Accounts 
fa  id,  by  a  large  Number  of  Indians  and  French  from 
Fort  Du-Quefne ,  with  a  Defign  of  dividing  themfelves 
into  Parties,  in  order  to  fall  on  the  Back  Settlements , 
of  Penfylvania  and  Virginia :  And  that  the  Indians , 
f!ill  inclined  to  preferve  their  Alliance  with  the  Pro¬ 
vince,  feemed  on  the  other  Hand,  as  much  terrified, 
left  provoked  with  thefe  Hoftilities,  the  Englijh  gene¬ 
rally  fhoulcl  revenge  upon  them  the  Barbarities  fo 
committed  by  the  Invaders  :  That  therefore  great  Care 
and  judgment  was,  in  their  Opinion  requifite,  in  con¬ 
ducting  their  Indian  Affairs  at  that  critical  Conjunc¬ 
ture  :  That  as  the  Six  Nations  were  in  Alliance  with 
the  Crown  of  Great  Britain ,  and  Numbers  of  them 
then  aCting  with  great  Fidelityand  Bravery  under  Ge¬ 
neral  Johnfon,  it  feemed  abfolutely  neceffary  on  their 
Part  to  make  it  their  Requeft  to  the  Governor  to  be 
informed,  "Whether  he  knew  of  any  Difguft  or  In¬ 
jury  the  Delawares  or  Shawanefe  had  ever  received 
from  Penfylvania ,  and  by  what  Means  their  Affec¬ 
tions 
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tions  could  be  fo  alienated,  as,  not  only  to  take  up 
the  Hatchet  againft  the  faid  Province,  in  Breach  of 
their  Dependence  on  the  Six  Nations ,  by  whom  they 
had  been  fo  long  fince  fubdued,  but  alfo  of  the  friendly 
Interviews  and  Treaties,  which  they  (the  Penfylva- 
Tiians)  had  fo  repeatedly  and  very  lately  held  both  with 
them  and  the  Six  united  Nations,  both  before  and 
after  the  Defection  of  Part  of  the  Shawanefe ,  for 
whom  they  had  particularly  interpofed  their  good  Of¬ 
fices,  in  procuring  the  Liberty  and  fending  home  a 
Number  of  their  People,  as  it  was  apprehended,  much 
to  their  Satisfaction  ?  As  alfo,  Whether  he  had  any 
Knowledge  of  the  Inclination  of  the  faid  Six  Nations , 
or  what  Part  they  had  taken  in  relation  to  this  cruel 
In  cur  lion,  of  the  Delawares  and  Shawanefe  ?  They 
Dither  aefired  him  to  lay  before  them  the  Indian 
I  reaty  held  at  Philadelphia  in  the  September  preced¬ 
es  ;  ana  declared  themfeives  difpofed  andrefolved  to 
do -every  Thing  in  their  Power,  if  it  fhould  appear 
tiiey  had  fuftained  any  Injury  at  their  bland,  to  regain 
their  AflfeCtions,  rather  than  by  any  NegleCt  or  Refu- 
fai  of  that  Jufiice  which  was  due  both  to  them  and 
all  their  Indian  Allies,  entail  upon  themfeives  and 
tneir  Pofterity  the  Calamities  of  a  cruel  Indian 
War,  of  which  they  apprehended  there  would  other- 
wife  be  but  too  much  Danger.” 

And  the  Governor,  the  fame  Afternoon,  fending 
down  another  Meffage,  importing,  “  That  the  Ene- 
rny  had  fallen  upon  the  Settlements  at  a  Place  called 
tne  Great  Cove ,  and  fiaughtered  or  made  Prifoners  fuch 
of  the  Inhabitants  as  could  not  make  their  Elcape  : 
That  thofe  adjoining  were  quitting  their  Habitations 
and  letreating  inwards  :  And  that  he  mull  therefore 
rnofl  earneftiy  prefs  them  to  ftrengthen  his  Hands  and 
enable  him  fpcedily  to  draw  forth  the  Forces  of  the 
1  rovince ,  as  any  Delay  might  be  attended  with  the 
moft  fatal  Confluences  j”  They  took  the  fame  into 
immediate  Confideration,'  and  granted  Sixty  Fhoufand 
Pounds  to  the  King’s  Ufe,  to  be  Itruck  in  Bills  of 
i  ,  Credit, 
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Credit,  and  funk  by  a  Tax  of  Six  Pence  per  Pound  and 
Ten  Shillings  per  Head,  yearly,  tor  four  Years,  aid 
on  all  the  Eftates,  real  and  perlonal,  and  Taxables 
within  the  Province  •,  and  on  the  fourth  Day  after¬ 
wards  fent  if  up  to  the  Governor  for  his  Afient,  who, 
molt  unwarrantably  and  cruelly  took  Advantage  of  the 
Terrors  which  had  feized  upon  the  Province,  and 
which  he  himfelf  had  helped  to  accumulate,  to  ie- 
jeft  it* immediately  •,  urging,  that  it  was  of  the '  fame 
■  Kind  with  one  he  had  formerly  refufed  his  AJJent  to 
And  that  it  was  not  confident  either  with  his  Du  y  o 
his  Safety,  to  exceed,  in  Matters  of  Government,  t  e 
Powers  of  his  Commiffion ,  much  lefs  to  do  what  is 
Com  million  exprejly  prohibited."  So  that  his  own 
Safety  with  regard  to  his  Bond  and  his  Commiffion  were 
put  into  the  Scale  againft  the  Safety  of  the  Proving 
and  his  Duty  to  the  Proprietaries  againft  his  Duty  to 
the  Kin?  and  the  Public  %  which  ftiews,  in  one  Word, 
that  the  whole  Biafs  of  fuch  Government  is  excentn- 

cal  and  unnatural.  .  .  . 

His  firft  Duty  was  to  concur  with  the  Aiiembiy  in 

whatever  was  necejfary  for  the  good  and  happy  Go¬ 
vernment  of  the  Province :  The  Neceffity  of  the 
Grant  in  queftion  even  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  Pro¬ 
vince,  had  been  the  Burden  of  every  one  of  his 
Speeches  and  Meffages.  So  preffing  was  the  Extre¬ 
mity,  fo  imminent  the  Danger,  fo  terrifying  the  Con- 
fufion,  that  the  leajl  Delay  on  the  Side  of  the  Affim- 
bly  had  been  reprefented  as  produftive  o.  the  mod 
faul  Confequences  :  And  yet  the  (mailed,  Proprietary 
Confideration  could  induce  the  Governor  to  act  as  if 
he  did  not  believe  one  Word  he  had  find,  or  had  the 
lead  Concern  about  any  other  Confideration  whatfo- 

C  Whether  the  Proprietaries  ought  to  be  taxed  or  not 
he  would  no  longer  difpute.  “  It  was  fufficent  for 
him,  he  faid,  that  they  had  given  him  no  Power  m 
that  Cafe:  He  reproached  them  with  having  fa.  fix 
Days,  and  indead  of  drengthemng  his  Hands  in  that 
Interval,  with  having  fent  him  a  Meffage,  H  e- 
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gaining  the  AfFedions  of  the  Indians  then  employed 
in  laying  wafte  the  Country,  and  butchering  the  In¬ 
habitants.  •*  But  then  he  chofe  to  forget  entirely  their 
Application  to  him  at  their  fir  It  Sitting,  for  fuch  In¬ 
telligence  as  they  might  then  have  proceeded  to  Bu- 
finels  upon,  and  his  exprefs  Declaration,  when  they 
propofed  an  Adjournment  to  him,  “  That  he  had  no 
Bufinefs  to  impart  to  them.55  — He,  neverthelefs, 
added,  “  That,  upon  the  repeated  Accounts  he  had 
received  of  themiferable  Situation  of  the  Back  Coun¬ 
ties,  his  Council  had  iinanwioujly  advifed  him  to  re¬ 
pair  thither  himfelf,  to  put"  Things  in  the  belt 
Order  poffible  j^and  that  he  had  hitherto  declined  it, 
that  he  might  fir  ft  know,  what  they  had  to  propofe 
on  this  Occafion  :  But  that  having  now  received  a 
Bill  from  them  which  they  well  knew  he  could  not  give 
his  Con  lent  to,  he  defpaired  of  their  doing  any  Thino-, 
io  fhould  immediately  fet  off  for  the  Back  Counties  l 
ih.at  if  the  People  there  had  not  all  the  Affiftance 
their  prefent  Diftreffes  made  neceffary,  it  would  not 
be  for  Want  of  Inclination  in  him,  but  of  Power: 
that  he  fhouicl  take  a  Quorum  of  the  Council  with, 
him  ;  and  that,  in  Cale  they  fhould  have  any  Bills 
to  propofe  that  were  confident  with  the  Duties  of  his 
Station,  and  jufl  Rights  of  Government ,  he  fhould 
readily  give  his  Confent  to  them  whenever  they  were 
brought  to  him.” 

J  his  Menace  of  immediately  felting  off  for  the  Back- 
Counties,  was  alfo  another  Piece  of  Pradice  on  the 
Fears  of  the  Affembly  :  But  whatever  Effect  it  had 
without  Doors,  it  does  not  appear  to  have  had  much 
within  :  On  the  contrary,  the  Affembly  deputed  two 
of  their  Members,  to  know  his  determinate  Refolu- 
tion,  “  Whether  he  would  or  would  not  pafs  the 
Bill  .  .  And  in  the  latter  Cafe,  lc  to  defire  him  to  re¬ 
turn  it  to  the  Houfef’  This  Meffage  was  verbal  : 
And  he  evaded  a  prefent  Reply  by  faying,  That  if 
tne  Houfe  would  fend  him  a  Meffage  in  Writing  on 
that  Head,  he  would  return  them  an  Anfwer.  Add¬ 
ing,  “  That  he  fhould  not  return  the  faid  Bill.5’ 
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A  written  Mefiage  was  hereupon  taken  into  Con¬ 
federation;  but  before  it  could  be  perfected,  another 
from  the  Governor  was  brought  down  by  the  Secre¬ 
tary,  importing,  “  That  the  Indians  living  upon  the 
Sufquebanna ,  amounting  in  all  to  about  300  fighting 
Men,  had  applied  to  him,  to  put  the  Hatchet  into 
their  Hands  in  Conjundtion  with  the  Provincial  For- 
ces ,  and  to  be  furnifhed  with  Arms,  Ammunition, 
Provifions,  and  firong  Houfes,  for  the  Protection  of 
their  old  Men,  Women,  and  Children  :  That  they 
had  defired  an  explicit  Anfwer  without  farther  Delay, 
that  they  might  either  prepare  to  adt  with  the  Pro¬ 
vince,  or  provide  for  their  own  Security  :  That  they 
had  allured  him  this  would  be  the  lajl  Application 
they  fhould  make  :  And  that  in  Cafe  it  did  not  fuc- 
ceed,  they  fhould  leave  them  as  an  infatuated  People 
to  the  Mercy  of  their  Enemies :  That  he  could  not  but 
look  upon  this  as  one  of  the  mod  important  Matters 
that  ever  came  under  their  Confide  ration  ;  as  it  could 
not  be  fuppofed  thefe  Indians  would  expofe  themfelves 
to  the  Fury  of  an  Enemy  fo  fuperior  to  themfelves, 
unlefs  they  were  vigoroufiy  lupported  ;  and  as  a  Re- 
fufal  would  unavoidably  throw  them  into  the  Arms 
of  the  French  :  That  how  fatal  this  muft  prove  to  the 
Inhabitants  of  Penfylvania  and  all  the  Englijh  Colo¬ 
nies,  they  could  not  be  ignorant :  That  he  was  ready 
and  defirous  to  do  any  Thing  confident  with  his  Duty 
to  the  Crown  for  the  Protedtion  and  Affidance,  as  well 
of  thofe  their  Allies,  as  of  the  faid  Inhabitants  ;  and 
that  upon  this  important  Affair,  and  at  the  prefling 
Indances  of  thefe  Indians ,  he  had  put  off  his  Journey 
to  the  Back-Settlements ,  altho’  he  conceived  his  Pre- 
fmce  among  them  at  that  Time  to  be  extremely  ne- 
ceflary.” 

Thus  the  Defeat  of  one  Expedient  made  way  for 
the  Trial  of  another  ;  and  what  the  Governor’s  Set 
off  could  not  efledt,  was  to  be  re-attempted  by  this 
Put  off. 

The  Aflembly,  however,  were  equally  proof  a- 
gaind  both  :  And  having  adjuded  a  feparate  Anfwer 
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to  each  fent  them  up  the  next  Day  (Nov.  u.)by 

the  fame  Meffengers. 

In  the  firft  they  fignified,  “  That  they  had  come  to¬ 
gether  with  the  fincereft  Difpofition  to  avoid,  if  pof- 
fible,  all  Difputes  whatfoever  with  the  Governor: 
That  they  were  deeply  affefted  with  the  DiftrefTes  of 
the  Frontier  Country,  and  determined  to  do  every 
Thing  that  could  be  expe&ed  of  them  for  the  public 
Safety  :  That  they  had  immediately  voted  a  large  Sum 
for  the  King’s  Service,  and  provided  a  Fund  for  fink¬ 
ing  the  whole  within  five  Years  as  recommended  by 
the  Governor  :  That,  as  the  Colony  had  been  found¬ 
ed  on  Maxims  of  Peace,  as  they  had  fo  long  main¬ 
tained  an  uninterrupted  Friendfhip  with  the  Natives, 
and  as  the  French  had  already  gained  the  Delawares 
and  *  Shawanefie  to  their  Intereft,  they  thought  it  was 
but  natural  for  them  to  enquire  what  Caufe  of  Com¬ 
plaint  had  been  adminiftered  to  them,  and  to  exprefs 
their  Readinef%  to  do  them  Juftice,  before  Hoftilities 
were  returned,  and  the  Breach  was  grown  wider  :  That 
for  their  better  Information,  and  without  intending 
the  lead  Offence  to  the  Governor,  they  had  applied 
for  the  lad  Treaty  :  That  their  Meffage  to  this  Effebt 
was  fent  upon  the  fecond  Day  after  their  entering  upon 
Bufinefs  ;  and  that  the  Governor  had  not  till  then 
vouchfafed  them  an  Anfwer.”  Coming  then  to  the 
Bill,  ct  They  fuggefted  an  Apprehenfion,  that  the 
Governor’s  immediate  Refufal  of  it,  becaufe  it  was  of 
the  fame  Kind  with  one  he  had  before  ref  u fed,  arofe 
from  his  not  having  allowed  himfelf  Time  to  confider 
of  it.”  Adding,  “  That  indeed  all  Bills  for  raifing 
Money  were  fo  far  of  the  fame  Kind  ;  but  this  differed 
greatly,  from  every  former  Bill  which  had  been  of¬ 
fered  him  :  That  all  the  Amendments  (of  any  Con- 

*  See  a  Pamphlet  written  in  Pen/) Ivan : a,  and  lately  publi  filed 
here,  intituled,  ‘  An  Enquiry  into  the  Caufes  of  the  Alienation  of 
‘  the  Delaware  and  Sha-wanefe  Indians  from  the  Britijh  Intereft,’ 
&c.  wherein  will  be  found  what  Reafon  the  Affembly  had  to  iuf- 
peft  thofe  Indians  might  have  been  injuricufly  treated  by  the  Pro¬ 
prietaries  and  their  Agents. 


fequence) 
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fequence)  which  he  had  propofed  to  the  laft  Bill  he 
had  refufed,  fave  that  for  totally  exempting  the  Pro¬ 
prietary  Eftate,  had  been  admitted  in  this:  That 
being  as  defirous  as  the  Governor  to  avoid  any  difpute 
on  that  Head,  they  had  even  fo  framed  the  Bill,  as 
to  fubmit  it  entirely  to  his  Majefty’s  Royal  Determi¬ 
nation,  whether  that  Eftate  had  or  had  not  a  Right  to 
iuch  Exemption  :  That  fo  much  Time  was  allowed 
by  the  Bill,  that  the  King’s  Pleafure  might  poffibiy 
be  known  even  before  the  firft  Afleflment :  That  it 
was  farther  provided,  that  if  at  any  'Time  during  the 
Continuance  of  the  Aft,  the  Crown  fhould  declare 
the  laid  Eftate  exempt  as  aforefaid,  in  fuch  Cafe  the  Tax, 
tho’  afleffed,  fhould  not  be  levied,  or  if  levied  fhould 
be  refunded,  and  replaced  by  an  additional  Tax  on 
the  Province :  That  they  could  not  conceive  any 
1  hing  more  fair  and  reafonable  than  this,  or  that  the 
Governor  would  or  could  ftart  any  Objection  to  it : 
fmce  the  *  Words  in  his  Commiffion,  which  he  was 
pleafed  to  fuppofe  contained  an  exprefs  Prohibition  to 
his  palling  fuch  a  Bill,  did  not  appear  to  them  to  have 
any  fuch  Meaning :  That  if  it  was  one  of  the  juft 
Rights  of  Government,  that  the  Proprietary  Eftate 
fhould  not  be  taxed  for  the  common  JJefence  of  all 
Eftates  in  the  Province,  thofe  juft  Rights  were  well 
underftood  in  England ,  the  Proprietaries  were  on  the 
Spot  to  plead  their  ow'n  Caufe,  or,  if  as  remote  as 
they  (the  Aftembly)  were,  might  fafely  confide  in  his 
Majefty’s  known  Wifdom  and  Juftice :  That  the  E- 
quity  of  their  being  taxed,  had  appeared  fo  plain  even 
to  their  belt  Friends  there,  that  they  had  entered  into  * 

*  i  Provided  always.  That  nothing  herein  contained,  fhall  extend, 

*  or  be  conftrued  to  extend,  to  give  you  any  Power  or  Authority,  to 

*  do,  perform,  ad,  fuffer,  acquiefce  in,  or  confent  or  agree  unto, 

‘  any  Ad,  Matter  or  Thing  whatfoever,  by  Means  or  Reafon 

*  whereof,  we,  or  either  of  us,  or  the  Heirs  cf  us,  or  of  either  of  us, 

4  may  be  hurt,  prejudiced  ,  impeached,  or  incumbered,  in  our  or 

*  their,  or  either  of  our  or  their  t Royalties,  Jurildidions,  Proper- 

‘  t:f3>  Eftate,  Right,  Title  or  Intereft,  of,  in' or  to,  the  laid  Pro-  ^ 

*  vrnce  or  Counties,  or  any  Part  of  them.’ 

\ 

'  ‘  t  '  -  '  *  '  4. 
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a  voluntary  Subfcription  to  pay  their  fuppofed  Quota 
for  them,  in  full  Affurancg,  that  it  they  had 
been  prelent,  they  would  have  done  the  ^fame 
themfelves,  and  would  repay  what  flaould  be  fo  ad-  j  f 
vanced  for  them:  That  if  the  Proprietaries  had  any 
of  this  Zeal  for  the  Service  about  them,  this  Bill  if  » 
palled,  would  give  them  a  happy  Opportunity  of  ma- 
nifefting  it,  by  becoming  Solicitors  to  the  King  for 
his  Approbation,  and  refufing  to  petition  for  an  Ex¬ 
emption  :  And  that  fince  the  Right  of  Exemption  . 
contended  for  on  their  Behalf,  could  never  be  fettled 
between  the  Governor  and  Affembly,  the  Bill  tranf- 
ferred  the  Caufe  thither  where  only  it  could  be  de¬ 
cided.” 

The  Refidue  of  this  Piece  contains  fo  full,  fo  noble, 
and  fo  affedting  a  Re-capitulation  oi  the  whole  Dil- 
pute,  and  fets  the  felfifh  Condudt  of  the  Proprietaries  | 
and  their  Deputy  in  fo  clear  a  Light,  that  Leave  mud 

betaken  to  infert  it  verbatim. 

‘  Our  Affemblies  have  of  late  had  fo  many  Supply 
‘  Bills,  and  of  fuch  different  Kinds,  rejedted  on  various 
«  Pretences*,  fomefor  not  complying  with  obfoiete  oc- 
c  cafional  Inftnidlions  (tho’  other  Adis  exactly  of  the 
‘  fame  Tenor  had  been  pa Vifince  thofe  Inftrudlions, 

‘  and  received  the  Royal  Affent  *,)  fome  for  being  in- 
6  confident  with  the  fuppofed  Spirit  of  an  Act  of  Par - 
‘  lament ,  when  the  Alt  itfelf  did  not  any  Way  affect 
«  us,  being  made  exprefly  for  other  Colonies ;  fome 
4  for  being,  as  the  Governor  was  pleafed  to  fay, 

«  of  an  extraordinary  Nature,”  without  informing 
4  us,  wherein  that  extraordinary  Nature  confided  ;  and 
‘  others  for  difagreeing  with  new  difcovered  Meanings, 

4  and  forced  Conftruliions  of  a  Claufe  in  the  Proprie- 
4  tary  Commiffion  j  that  we  are  now  really  at  a  Lois  to 
4  divine  what  Bill  can  poffibly  pafs.  The  Proprietary 
4  InftruSions  are  Secrets  to  us  ;  and  we^  may  ipend 
4  much  Time,  and  much  of  the  public'Money,  m 
4  preparing  and  framing  Bills  for  Supply,  which,  after 
4  all,  muff,  from  thofe  InJirulHons ,  prove .  abortive. 

4  If  we  are  thus  to  be  driven  from  Bill  to  Bill,  with- 

4  out 
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out  one  folid  Reafon  afforded  us;  and  can raife  no 
Money  for  the  King’s  Service,  and  Relief  or  Se¬ 
curity  of  our  Country,  till  we  fortunately  hit  on 
the  only  Bill  the  Governor  is  allowed  to  pals,  or  till 
we  confent  to  make  Rich  as  the  Governor  or  Prole¬ 
taries  dir e&  us  to  make,  we  fee  little  Ufe  of  Jffem- 
blies  in  this  Particular ;  and  think  we  might  as  well 
leave  it  to  the  Governor  or  Proprietaries  to  make  for 
us  what  Supply  Laws  they  pleafe,  and  fcve  ourfehes 
and  the  Country  the  Expence  and  Erouoie.  All  De¬ 
bates  and  all  Reafonings  are  vain,  where  Proprie¬ 
tary  Inftru&ions,  juft  or  unjuft,  right  or  wrong, 
muft  inviolably  be  obferved.  We  have  only  to  find 
out ,  if  we  can,  what  they  are,  and  tnen>teand 
obey.  But  furely  the  Proprietaries  Conduit,  whe¬ 
ther  as  Fathers  of  their  Country,  or  Subjects  to  their 
King,  muft  appear  extraordinary,  when  it  is  con- 
fidered  that  they  have  not  only  formally  refufed  to 
bear  any  Part  of  our  yearly  heavy  Expences  in  cul¬ 
tivating  and  maintaining  Friendftiip  with  the  In¬ 
dians,  tho’  they  reap  fuch  immenfe  Advantages  by 
that  Friendftiip ;  but  they  now,  by  their  Lieute¬ 
nant,  refufe  to  contribute  any  Part  towards  refitting 
an  InvnfionoS  the  King1  s' Colony,  committed  to  their 
Care  •„  or  to  fubmit  their  Claim  of  Exemption  to  the 
Decifion  of  their  Sovereign. 

<  In  fine  we  have  themoft  fenfible  Concern  For  the 
poor  diftreffed  Inhabitants  of  the  Frontiers.  We 
have  taken  every  Step  in  our  Power,  confident  with 
the  iuft  Rights  of  the  Freemen  of  Penfylvanta,  for  their 
Relief,  and  we  have  Reafon  to  believe,  that  in  the 
Midft  of  their  Diftreffes  they  themfelves  do  not  with 
us  to  oo  farther.  Thofe  who  would  give  np  ejentiai 
Liberty,  to  purchafe  a  little  temporary  Softy,  de- 

serve  neither  Liberty  nor  Safety.- - -Such  as  were 

inclined  to  defend  themfelves,  but  unable  to  pur¬ 
chafe  Arms  and  Ammunition,  have,  as  we  are  in¬ 
formed,  been  fupplied  with  both,  as  far  as  Arms 
■  could  be  procured,  out  of  Monies  given  by  thfUaft 
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t  Affembly  for  the  King’s  Ufe;  and  the  large  Supply 
e  of  Money  offered  by  this  Bill,  might  enable  the  Go- 
c  vwnor  to  do  every  Thing  elfe  that  fhould  be  judged 
neceffary  for  their  further  Security ,  if  he  fhall  think 

*  fit t0  accept  it.  Whether  he  could,  as  he  fuppofes,  ' 
4:1  if  his  Hands  had  been  properly  fbrengthened,  have 
“  put  the  Province  into  fuch  a  Pofture  of  Defence,  as 
“  might  have  prevented  the  prefent  Mifchiefs,”  feems 

*  t°  us  uncertain  ;  fince  late  Experience  in  our  neigh¬ 
bouring  Colony  of  Virginia  (which  had  every  Ad- 

‘  vantage  for  that  Purpofc  that  could  be  defired)  fhows 
c  clearly,  that  it  is  next  to  impoffib’e  to  guard  effec- 
tuahy  an  extended  Frontier ,  fettled  by  fcattered fingle 
4  Families  at  two  or  three  Miles' Diftance,  fo  as  to  fe- 
‘  cure  them  from  the  infiduous  Attacks  of  fmall  Par-  ' 

tics  of  JJzulking  Murderers : - But  thus  much  is 

certain,  that  by  refujing  our  Bills  from  Time  to 
‘  Time,  by  which  great  Sums  were  feafonably  offer¬ 
ed,  he  has  rejected  all  the  Strength  that  jMoney  could 
afford  him  ;  and  if  his  Elands  are  ftill  weak  or  unable , 

‘  he  ought  only  to  blame  himfelf,  or  thofe  who  have 
‘  tied  them. 

4  If  the  Governor  proceeds  on  his  Journey,  and 
takes  a  (Juorum  of  his  Council  with  him,  we  hope, 

6  fince  he  retains  our  Bill,  that  it  will  be  ferioufly  and 
duly  confidered  by  them  ;  and  that  the  fame  Regard 
for  the  public  WTel(are  which  induced  them  urTani- 
4  moufly  to  advife  his  intended  Journey,  will  induce 
4  them  as  unanimoufly  to  advife  his  Allent.  We  a- 
giev  theierore  to  his  keeping  the  Bill,  earneflly  re¬ 
queuing  he  would  re-confider  it  attentively;  and 
4  fhall  be  ready  at  any  Time  to  meet  him  for  the  Pur- 
4  pofe  of  enading  it  into  a  Law.’ 

There  is  not  in  any  Volume,  the  facred  Writings 
excepted,  a  Paffage  to  be  found  better  worth  the  Ve¬ 
neration  oi  freemen,  than  this,  4  Thofe  who  would 
give  up  effential  Liberty ,  to  purchafe  a  little  tempo- 
‘  rary  y  deferve  neither  Liberty  nor  Safety  f  no,r 
3  could 
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could  a  Lefion  of  more  Utility  have  been  laid  at  than 
Crifis  before-  the  Penfylvanians. 

And  as  to  the  other  Meftage  of  the  Afiembly  which 
was  fent  up  together  with  this,  it  was  lo  ioiid  and 
concife  that  it  will  not  bear  an  Abridgment. 

e  May  it  pleafe  the  Governor, 

4  We  have  conlidered  the  Governor’s  MdTage  of 
€  Yelterday,  relating  to  the  Application  and  prefiing 
4  Inftances  of  the  Indians ,  and  are  glad  to  find,  that 
4  he  is  at  length  prevailed  on  to  declare  himfelf 
“  ready  and  defirous  to  do  any  Thing,  confident  with 
<c  his  Duty  to  the  Crown,  lor  the  Protection  and 
|“  Abidance,  as  well  of  our  Allies,  as  of  the  Inha- 
j“  bitants  of  this  Province  in  general.”  We  never 
‘  have,  and  we  hope  never  fhall,  defire  him  to  do 
4  any  Thing  inconfiftent  with  that  Duty.  He  has  it 
4  now  in  his  Power  to  do  what  he  may  think  the  Exi- 
4  gence  requires,  for  the  Service  of  the  Crown,  the 
4  Protection  of  our  Allies,  .and  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
4  the  Province.  As  Captain-General,  he  has,  by  the 
|*  Royal  Charter,  full  Authority  to  raife  Men  j  and 
4  the  Bill  now  in  his  Hands,  granting  Sixty  Ihoufand 
4  Pounds ,  will  enable  him  to  pay  the  Expenses.  We 
4  grant  the  Money  chearfully,  tho’  the  T.  ax  to  fink  ic 
4  will  be  a  heavy  one;  and  we  hope  the  Bill  will  re- 
4  ceive  his  A  dent  immediately.’ 

With  both,  a  Bill  was  fent  up,  for  Applying  the 
Weftern  and  Northern  Indians ,  Friends  and  Allies 
oi  Great -Britain,  with  Goods  at  more  eaiy  Rates, 
lupporting  an  Agent,  or  Agents  among  them,  and 
preventing  Abufes  in  the  Indian  T  rade,  to  which  the 
Governor’s  Aflent  was  defired. 

The  Governor’s  Anfwer  was,  4  That  he  would 
4  take  the  fame  into  Confideration,  and  give  it  all  the 
1  Difpatch  in  his  Power.’ — »But  whatever  he  was  plead  ; 
ed  to  fay,  both  his  Head  and  his  Heart  were  at  this 
Time,  taken  up  with  other  Purpofes ;  how  juft  iu 
themfelves,  how  agreeable  to  his  Com  million,  and  how 

'  °  U  2  Salutary 
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falutary  to  the  Province,  the  Sequel  will  mod  proper* 
ly  explain.  *» 

In  the  Courfe  of  this  long  and  manifold  Contro-1 
verfy,  the  Proceedings  of  Parliament  had  been  fre- ' 
quently  referred  to;  and  the  Rights  of  the  Houle  of' 
Commons  as  frequently  urged  by  Way  of  Sanction 
for  the  Claims  of  the  Aflfembly. — And  now  the  Pro-' 
priet  ary -Party  or  Governor's- Men ,  (for  wherever  there 
is  Influence,  there  fuch  Creatures  will  always  be  found) 
being  defirous  alfo  in  their  Turn,  to  avail  themfelves*1 
ol  their  Reading,  had  Recourfe  it  may  be  prefumeef 
to  the  famous  Kentijh  Petition  in  the  Year  1701,  as  a 
proper  Precedent  for  them  to  proceed  upon,  in  hector¬ 
ing  the  Aflfembly  into  fuch  Meafures,  as  they  could’ 
not  be  prevailed  upon  to  adopt,  by  any  other 
Means. 

Willing,  however,  to  give  their  Copy  the  Air  of  an 
Original ,  they  chofe  to  reprefent  to  their  Reprefenta- 
tives,  rather  than  to  petition ;  and  whereas  the  Ken¬ 
tijh  Petition  humbly  implored ,  Thefe  came  with  a  po- 
fitive  and  immediate  Demand, 

1  he  Mayor  of  Philadelphia  took  the  Lead  in  this 
turbulent  Tranfa&ion,  and  found  133  Inconfiderates, 
to  follow  him,  under  the  Name  of  fever al  of  thepr/72- 
cipal  Inhabitants  of  that  City. 

To  the  Aflembly  it  was  prefented,  the  very  Day 
after  the  two  Meflages,  juft  recited,  were  left  with  the 
Governor, —  4  At  a  Time  when  a  bold  and  barbarous 
6  Enemy  has  advanced  within  about  100  Miles  of  this 
c  Metropolis,  [the  Governor  had  faid  80]  carrying 
5  Murder  and  Delolation  along  with  them  ;*  (thuspom- 
poufly  it  began)  — ,  we  fhould  think  ourfelves  great- 
c  ly  wanting,  &c.  if  we  did  not  thus  publickly  join 
*  our  Names  to  the  Number  of  thofe  who  are  requeft- 
‘  ing  you  to  pafs  a  Law  in  order  to  put  the  Province 
5  into  a  Pofture  of  Defence/  &c. 

A  Militia  by  Law  is  the  Meafure  they  afterwards 
contend  for  :  Andtofhew  how  Men  differ  from  them¬ 
felves  according  to  Circumftances  and  Situations,  the 
Government -Do dir itte  here  was.,  6  That  the  proper  and 

natural 
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Xn&tiiral  Force  of  every  Country  was  its  Militia  *,  with- 

Ibut  which  no  Government  could  ever  fubjiji  itfelf - - 

IjThat  no  Sums  of  Money  however  great  could  an- 
Ifwer  the  Purpofes  of  Defence  without  fuch  a  Law,* 
&:c. 

And  it  was  in  thefe  very  Words,  they  had  the  Te- 
Ipnerity  to  inforce  their  Point. 

c  We  hope  we  fhall  always  be  enabled  to  preferve 
r  that  RefpcCl  to  you,  which  we  would  willingly  pay 
jp  to  thefe  who  are  the  faithful  Reprefentatives  of  the 
1  Freemen  of  this  Province.  But,  on  the  prefent 
r  Occafion,  you  will  forgive  us,  Gentlemen,  if  we 
p  affume  Characters  fomething  higher  than  that  of 
r  humble  Suitors,  praying  for  the  Defence  of  our  Lives 
1  and  Properties,  as  a  Matter  of  Grace  and  Favour 
r  on  your  Side :  You  will  permit  us  to  make  a  pofitive 
p  and  immediate  Demand  of  it,  as  a  Matter  of  perfect 
p  and  unalienable  Right  on  our  own  Parts,  both  by 
p  the  Laws  of  God  and  Man.* 

As  alfo ;  again  afterwards, 

e  Upon  the  Whole,  Gentlemen,  we  muff  be  per- 
p  mitted  to  repeat  our  Demand,  that  you  will  imme- 
p  diately  frame  and  older  a  Law  for  the  Defence  of  the 
p  Province,  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  the  prefent  Exigency 
p  requires.  The  Time  does  not  permit  many  Hands  to 
p  be  put  to  this  Reprefentation.  But  if  Numbers  are 
r  neceJTary,  we  truft  we  fhall  neither  want  a  fufficient 
‘  Number  of  Hands  nor  Hearts ,  to  fupport  and  fecond 
r  us,  till  we  finally  obtain  fuch  a  reafonable  De- 
r  mand,* 

To  a  Committee  it  was  referred,  together  with  the 
I  Add  refs  from  certain  of  the  People  called  Quakers^ 
I  j( recommending  peaceable  Meafures,  and  infinuating, 
I  that  otherwife  many  as  well  as  themfelves  would  be 
|  under  a  Necefiity  to  fuff er  rather  than  to  pay)  and  that 
[Concerning  unneceffary  Difputes  with  the  Governor,  as 
containing  fundry  Matters  of  an  extraordinary  Nature a 

U  3  for 
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for  Confederation  ;  and  in  the  mean  Time,  the  Hdufe 
4  plyed  the  Governor  with  Meffage  after  Meffage, 
concerning  the  Bill  for  regulating  their  Indian  Trade, 
and  that  for  the  Supply. — Both  Parties  apparently 
wanted  to  gain  Time.  It  v/as  equally  dangerous  for 
the  Affembly  to  provoke  or  parley  with  a  Multitude. 
And  nothing  but  new  Matter  from  the  Frontier 
could  give  the  Governor  any  new  Advantage  over 
them. 

His  Anfwer  to  the  Affembly  on  the  14th  (of  No¬ 
vember)  was,  4  That  he  had  given  the  Bill  relating 
to  the  Indian  Trade  to  his  Clerk  to  tranfcribe  And 
that,  as  to  the  other,  4  He  was  then  reconfidering  it 
according  to  the  Requeft  of  the  Houfe  ;  and  when 
he  came  to  any  Refolution  upon  it,  the  Houfe  might 
expert  his  final  Anfwer  j  but  he  did  not  know  when 
that  would  be.’ 

At  laft,  on  the  17th,  that  is  to  fay,  after  having 
been  again  quickened  by  another  Meffage,  he  lent 
down  the  Latter  with  a  Paper  of  Amendments,  and 
a  written  Meffage  different  both  in  Matter  and  Man¬ 
ner  from,  but  altogether  as  illufory  as  the  former. 
For,  having  maintained,  as  before,  That  he  was  not 
authorized  by  his  Commiffion  to  pafs  fuch  a  Bill, 
and  yet  agreed  with  the  Affembly,  That  their  Dif- 
pute  muff,  in  the  End ,  be  determined  by  his  Majefty, 
he  changed  his  Objection  from  the  Thing  to  the  Mode , 
which  he  argued  was  unprecedented,  and,  in  Effeft, 
impracticable :  For,  he  faid,  4  The  King  could  not 
properly  give  his  Affent  to  feme  Parts  of  an  A  61  and 
rejedt  others ;  and  he  then  fuggefted  another  Expe¬ 
dient  ;  namely,  for  the  Houfe  to  adopt  his  own 
Amendments  fent  down  with  the  Bill,  by  which  the 
Proprietary  Eftate  was"  entirely  exempted  ;  and  to 
prepare  and  pafs  another  Bill,  whereby  the  faid  Eftate 
was  to  be  taxed  in  the  fame  Proportion  with  every 
other  Eftate,  only  not  by  Affeffors  chofen  by  the 
People,  but  by  Commiffioners  reciprocally  chofen  by 
himfelf  and  the  Affembly,  and  alfo  named  in  the  Bill ; 
together  with  a  fufpending  Claufe,  that  the  fame 
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fl^ould  not  take  Effedt  till  it  had  received  his  Majefty’s 
Approbation  :  All  was  clofed  with  a  Sort  of  Protelta- 
tion,  That  nothing  but  an  implicit  Confidence  in  his 
Majefty’s  Goodnefs  and  Juftice,  that  he  would  difap- 
prove  it  if  it  was  wrong,  and  his  own  moft  fincere  and 
ardent  Defire  of  doing  every  Thing  in  his  Power  for 
the  Good  and  Security  of  the  People  committed  to 
his  Care,  could  have  induced  him  to  pafs  a  Law  in 
any  Shape  for  taxing  the  faid  Eftate  ;  and  a  Pre- 
decifion,  That,  if  they  were  equally  fincere  and 
equally  affected  with  the  Diftreffes  and  Miferies  of 
their  bleeding  Country,  they  could  have  no  Objection 
to  this  Method  of  affording  immediate  Succour  and 
Relief.’ 

What  the  Doctrine  was,  eftablifhed  in  the  Pro¬ 
vince,  concerning  Sufpending  Claufes,  is  already  be¬ 
fore  the  Reader,  and  coniequently  the  Inference,  in 
cafe  the  Affembly  had  been  weak  enough  ro  {wallow 

the  Bait  thus  hung  out  for  them. - But  they  were 

neither  to  be  lb  arnufed  by  him,  nor  fo  terrified  by  his 
Allies  without  Doors,  as  either  to  forego  the  Ufe  of 
their  Underftandings,  or  to  aiSfc  with  their  Eyes  open 
as  if  they  had  no  Eyes  at  all. 

Having,  therefore,  fufficiently  canvaffed  the  Mat¬ 
ter,  they  firft  refolved.  That  they  would  adhere  to 
their  Bill  without  admitting  any  of  the  Governor’s 
propoied  Amendments  and  then,  to  make  him  fen- 
fible,  That  they  alio  had  feme  ArtiSlery  to  ply,  as 
well  as  he,  they  farther  refolved,  ‘  That,  in  cafe  the. 
Governor  fhould  perfift  in  refufing  his  Aflent  to  their 
Bill,  which  was  fo  juft  and  equitable  in  its  Nature, 
and  fo  abfolutely  neceffary  at  that  Time  tor  the  Wel¬ 
fare  of  the  Britifh  Intereft  in  Atyicyicci ,  after  he  Ihould 
receive  the  Abif'&'CY  of  the  Houle  to  his  IVIefiage  then 
under  Confideration,  they  would  make  their  Appeal 
to  the  Throne  by  Remonftrance ,  humbly  befeeching 
his  Majefty  to  caufe  their  prefent  Governor  to  be  re¬ 
moved,  or  take  fuch  other  Meafures  as  might  pre¬ 
vent  the  fatal  Consequences  likely  to  enfue  from  his 
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This  Vote  was  unanimous  :  And  they  farther  took 
Notice  in  their  Minutes  of  fome  Difiatisfaftion  ex- 
preffed  at  an  Indian  Treaty  held  in  the  Year  1753  by 
one  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Shawanefe ,  and  fome  Promife 
made  to  him  on  the  Behalf  of  the  Proprietaries,  which 
had  not  been  complied  with. 

The  Governor,  on  the  other  Hand,  fent  down  the 
Secretary  with  Intelligence  of  another  Maffacre  com¬ 
mitted  by  the  Indians  at  a  Place  called  Tulpehocken  ; 
and  in  a  written  Meffage  farther  obferved  on  the  Sup-? 
ply  Bill,  he  had  returned,  *  That  no  Money  could  be 
iffued  in  Virtue  of  it  till  the  next  January  \  before 
which  the  great efi  Part  of  the  Province  might  be  laid 
Wade  and  the  People  destroyed  or  driven  from  their 
Habitations :  Thence  proceeded  to  demand  an  imme¬ 
diate  Supply  of  Money  •,  and  concluded  with  a  Signify 
cation,  That,  Should  they  enable  him  to  raife  Money 
on  the  prefent  Occafion,  a  Law  founded  on  the  A6t 
of  Parliament  for  puni firing  Mutiny  and  Defertion , 
would  be  absolutely  neceffary  for  the  Government 
of  them,  when  not  joined  with  his  Majefty’s  regular 
T  roops. 

This  was  no  fooner  read  than  the  Houfe  adjufted 
their  Anfwer  to  his  former  Meffage  ;  in  which, 
4  They  maintained  the  Propriety  of  their  Bill  in  Point 
of  Mode  as  well  as  Matter  :  That  Conditional  or  Al¬ 
ternative  Claufes  were  far  from  being  unprecedented  : 
That  theAdtwas  fo  constructed  as  to  be  complete  either 
Way:  That,  on  the  contrary,  in  purfuing  the  other 
Method  recommended,  of  paffing  Two  Bills  diametri¬ 
cally  contradictory  to  each  other,  in  the  fame  Breath, 
they  might  be  jfiiftly  charged  with  doing  what  would 
be  not  only  unprecedented  and  abfurd ,  but  what  would 
infallibly  fecure  the  End  aimed  at  by  the  Governor, 
To  witj  Exempting  the  Proprietaries  from  Taxation : 
That,  as  to  the  Expedient  of  affeffmg  the  Proprietary 
Eh  ate  by  ComniJJioners  in  head  of  AJfeJfors ,  they  did 
not  fee  the  Neceffity  of  it :  That  the  Lords  of  Par¬ 
liament  had,  in  the  Year  1692,  propofed  a  like 
Amendment  to  a  Mor4ey  Bill,  but  finding  it  could 
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not  be  carried,  had  dropped  it  then  and  never  revived 
it  fmce :  That  it  was  one  of  the  moft  valuable  Rights 
of  Britijh  Subjects  to  have  their  Money  Bills  accepted 
without  Amendments  ;  a  Right  not  to  be  given  up 
without  defraying  the  Ccnftitution  and  incurring  greater 
and  more  lafiing  Mif chiefs  than  the  Grant  of  Money 
could  prevent:  That  of  the  Twenty  Amendments 
offered  by  the  Governor  to  the  50,000/.  Bill  of  the 
laft  Affembly,  the  prefent  Affembly  had  admitted 
every  one  of  them  that  was  of  any  Confequence  into 
the  prefent  Bill,  merely  for  the  Sake  of  avoiding  all 
Difpute,  except  That  of  exempting  the  Proprietary 
Eftate  ;  and  even  Phat  had  been  fo  modified  '  as  they 
imagined  no  Gbjedtion  could  remain  :  That  they 
found,  however,  in  this  Inffance,  how  endlefs  it 
was  to  admit  fuch  Changes ;  feeing  the  Governor 
now  wanted  to  amend  his  own  Amendments,  add  to 
his  own  Additions,  and  alter  his  own  Alterations;  fo 
that,  though  they  fhould  now  accede  to  Thefe,  they 
could  not  before’ of  being  ever  the  nearer  to  a  Con- 
clufiorr:  That,  as  the  Paffing  the  propofed  feparate 
Bill  was  equally  inconfiftent  with  the  Governor’s  Con- 
ftrudtion  of  the  Prohibitory  Claufe  in  his  Com  million, 
which  he  feemed  now  to  have  got  over ;  fo.  they 
hoped  he  would  not,  for  the  Sake  of  a  mere  Opinion, 
concerning  Mode  and  Propriety ,  any  longer  refufe  a 
Bill  of  fo  great  Importance  to  his  Majefty’s  Service, 
and  even  the  Proprietary  EJiate ,  going  daily  to  Ruin, 
as  well  as  the  Relief  of  the  Province:  And  that  the 
fame  implicit  Confidence  in  his  Majefty’s  Goodnefs, 
which  induced  him  to  pafs  fuch  a  Bill  in  any  Shape, 
might  alfo  encourage  him  to  believe,  that  any  little 
Impropriety,  if  any  there  was,  would  be  gracioufly 
paffed  over:  That,  if  there  could  be  any  Doubts , 
which  was  moft  affedted  with  the  Miferies  of  the  Pro¬ 
vince  ;  they,  who  were  moft  of  them  Natives  of  it, 
and  who  had  all  of  them  their  Effaces  there,  or  he,  a 
Stranger  among  them  ;  a  Confideration  of  the  many 
Bills  they  had  offered  in  vain  for  its  Relief,  and  their 
egrneft  j Endeavours  to  give  fuch  great  Sums  to  that  End, 
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would  folve  them  all  :  And  that,  upon  the  Whole, 
the  Houfe  adhered  to  their  Bill  without  Amendments  5 
becaufe  it  was  a  Money-Bill  ;  becaufe  the  whole  Sum 
was  granted  to  the  Crown  and  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
Pockets  of  the  Subject ;  and  becaufe  it  was  in  their 
Judgments  a  reafonable  one  :  Laftly,  they  made  it 
their  Requeft,  That  fince,  at  fuch  a  Time  as  that, 
Drfputes  and  Contentions  between  different  Parts  of  the 
Government  could  not  but  be  extremely  prejudicial 
both  to  the  King’s  Service  and  the  Welfare  of  the 
Country,  they  might  thenceforth  be  laid  afide  j  and 
that  the  Governor  by  Palling  this  juft  and  equitable 
Bill  would  lay  the  Foundation  of  fuch  an  Agreement 
as  might  conduce  to  the  general  Benefit  of  all  con¬ 
cerned,  and  prevent  the  Neceftity  they  fhould  other- 
wife  be  under,  of  making  an  immediate  Application 
and  Complaint  againft  him  to  their  Sovereign.’ 

They  accompanied  this  Meffage  with  certain  Ex¬ 
tracts-  from  the  Journals  of  Parliament,  concerning 
the  Claims  of  the  Lords  and  the  Perfeverance  of  the 
Commons  in  reje&ing  them  :  They  alfo,  in  afeparate 
Meffage,  applied  for  Information  concerning  the 
Shawanefe  Affair  beforementioned  ;  and,  in  a  farther 
Meffage,  they  apprized  him,  4  That  their  Treafury 
was  quite  exhauded  by  the  heavy  Expences  lately 
incurred,  and  that  they  knew  of  no  Way  of  railing 
Money  fo  expeditioufly  as  That  propofed  by  the  Bill 
then  before  the  Governor.  After  which  they  fub- 
joined  the  following  Expreffions,  “  It  is  true, 
the  Money  intended  to  be  (truck,  may  not  be  cur- 
rent  before  the  thirty-firft  of  December  ;  but  as 
*£  that  is  not  more  than  fix  Weeks,  there  is  no  Doubt 
cs  but  that  Labour,  Service,  and  any  Thing  elfe  that 
“  Money  can  purchafe  among  us,  may  be  had  on 
0  Credit  for  fo  fhort  a  Time,  if  the  Bill  paffes ;  and 
84  in  Confideration  of  the  Neceftity  of  affording  timely 
Bjfifiance  to  the  difir effed  Inhabitants  in  the  Back 
“  Counties ,  we  fineerely  hope,  and  once  more  earneftly 
entreat,  that  the  Governor  will  no  longer  refufe  or 
delay  his  Affent  to  it.” 


At 
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At  this  Time  the  Houfe  had  a  Militia  Bill  undef 
their  Confideration,  framed  in  Compliance  with  the 
Requeftof  fundry  Petitions  they  had  received,  fetting 
forth,  ‘  That  the  Petitioners  were  very  willing  to  de- 
‘  fend  themlelves  and  Country,  and  defirous  of  being 
‘  formed  into  regular  Bodies  for  that  Purpofe,  under 
<  proper  Officers,  with  legal  Authority  The  Bill 
therefore  was,  as  the  Title  exprefted,  4  for  the  better 
‘  ordering  and  regulating  fuch  as  are  willing  and  de- 
‘  firous  of  being  united  for  military  Purpofes.’  It 
gave  thefe  the  Powers  they  defired,  without  compell¬ 
ing  others  who  might  be  confcientioufly  againft  bear¬ 
ing  Arms.  In  which  Refpedt  it  conformed  with 
the  Governor’s  particular  Recommendation  often  re¬ 
peated. 

This  Bill  was  fent  up  to  him  on  the  twenty  firft; 
and,  at  the  fame  Time,  the  Houfe  called  upon  him 
for  his  Refult  on  the  Bills  already  before  him. 

Nothing  is  more  true,  than,  that  the  more  clearly 
and  unaniwerably  you  convince  a  Man  that  he  is  in 
the  wrong,  the  more  you  exafperate  him  againft  you  : 
And  never  was  any  Truth  more  ftrongly  illuftrated 
than  this  appears  to  have  been  in  the  Perfon  of  this 
hicrh  and  mighty  Governor.— -He  could  not  forgive 
the  Aftembly,  becaufe  they  had  put  him  out  of  Con¬ 
ceit  with  himfelf.  And,  the  poorer  he  found  himfeif 
in  Arguments,  the  more  ftrongly  his  Paffions  excited 
him  to  make  Ufe  of  Inveftives. — Invedtive  became  his 
only  Refource  then :  And  the  little  Power  he  had  over 
himfelf  yet  farther  ffiewed  how  unfit  he  was  to  be  a 
Governor. 

Having  pronounced  his  Propofal  to  the  Affemlly  to 
be  a  reasonable  one,  and  declared  himfelf  no  lefs 
ajloni/Jjed  than  grieved  that  they  ffiould  rejeft  it-,  and, 
more  efpecially,  as  their  bejl  Argument  for  fo  doing 
was  founded  on  a  new  and  lofty  Claim  of  Privi¬ 
lege,  he  endeavours  both  to  prove  the  Novelty  and 
account  for  the  Aifumption  of  it,  by  faying,  ‘  It  had 
never  been  beard  of,  till  towards  the  Clofe  of  Mr. 
Hamilton's  Adminiftration,  and  that  the  Aftembly 
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being  then  preffed  on  the  Subjett  of  Defence ,  firft  in¬ 
troduced  and  have  fince  continued  their  Claim  ;  either 
wholly  to  avoid  giving  Money  for  Warlike  Purpofes, 
or  to  arrogate  unwarrantable  Powers  to  themfelves.’ 
To  certain  Extrads  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Council , 
fent  together  with  this  Meflage.  to  them,  he  then  re¬ 
ferred  ior  his  Proofs,  That  the  Governor’s  Right  to 
amend  Money  Bills  was  never  till  then  queftioned  ; 
and  after  upbraiding  them,  in  his  Way,  for  rifking 
the  Rejection  of  fo  important  an  Ad,  on  Account  of 
the  Proprietary  Exemption,  refolved  all  their  Reafon 
for  adhering  to  what  he  called  the  indirect  and  perplexed 
Method  of  their  Bill,  into  their  Sovereign  Pleafure  to 
have  it  fo.— The  fame  Paragraph  contained  alfo  fome 
flrange  Infinuations,  ‘  That,  not  daring  to  truft  their 
Caufe  on  its  own  Bottom,  they  had  chofen  to  blend 
both  Bills  together,  that  they  might  have  a  better 
Chance  of  having  their  Chief  Governor  and  his  Eft  ate 
fubjeded  to  their  Mercy  ;*  And  what  with  his  implicit 
Confidence ,  that  the  Crown,  in  the  common  Method , 
would  neither  pafs  that ,  or  any  other  Law  for  the  Sake 
of  the  greateft  Sums,  //the  Proprietary  Claim  to  an 
Exemption  was  juft  in  i  tie  If ;  and  what  with  his  Fore¬ 
fight  of  manifeft  inconveniences  that  might  enfue  from 
a  total  Rejection  thereof  (which  he  himieif  had  never- 
thelefs  perfevered  in  doing)  the  next  Paragraph  is 
hardly  to  be  decyphered  at  all  ;  except  that,  in  the 
Clofe  or  it,  he  attempts  to  juftify  his  own  uncommon 
Method,  by  faying,  4  He  had  feparated  the  two  Parts 
of  the  Bill,  that  the  Province  might  be  ferved  either 
Way;  [which  the  Allembly  had  been  altogether  as 
provident  of  before.]  Any  Abfurdity  in  this  Method 
he  profefied  himfelf  unable  to  difcover;  and  the  good- 
natured  ConJlruEion  put  upon  it  by  them,  of  his  in¬ 
tending  to  fecure  an  infallible  Exemption  to  the  Pro¬ 
prietary  Eftate  thereby,  he  faid  he  Ihould  leave  among 
the  Reft  of  the  groundlefs  Charges  againft  him.’ — Con-* 
defcend  he  did,  however,  to  offer  one  Amendment 
more,  which,  according  to  him,  was  to  reconcile  all; 
namely,  by  the  Addition  of  the  following  Words  to 
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the  Exemption  Claufe  propofed  to  be  added  to  the  firft 
Bill,  To  wit ,  4  The  Eftates  of  the  honourable  Tho- 
*  mas  Perm  and  Richard  Penn ,  Efquires,  excepted  ; 
‘  which  (hall  be  taxed  in  the  Manner  directed  by  a 
‘  particular  Law  paffed  or  to  be  paffed  for  that  Pur- 
‘  pofe.’  Not  willing,  however,  to  reft  the  Contro- 
verfy  here,  he  proceeded  to  declare,  c  That  their 
Extracts  from  the  Journals  of  Parliament  proved  no¬ 
thing  to  the  Purpofe  for  which  they  were  quoted  ;  the 
Conftitution  of  England  and  the  Conftitution  of  Pen- 
fylvdnia  being  no  Wayjimilar :  That  how  many  foe ver 
of  his  former  Amendments  they  had  admitted,  their 
leaving  out  the  moft  material  one,  made  the  Propofal 
of  a  feparate  Bill  a  neceffary  Expedient :  So  that  they 
bad  no  Reafon  for  burfting  out  into  fuch  a  lofty 
Strain  of  Rhetoric  concerning  his  amending  his  Amend¬ 
ments ,  &c.  That,  as  to  the  Number  of  Money-Bills 
he  had  rejedted,  they  were  hut  Five  in  all,  and  all  re¬ 
jected  for  fufficient  Reafons  [fuch  as  we  have  feen!] 
and  that,  if  they  were  difpofed  to  relieve  their  Coun¬ 
try,  they  had  many  other  Ways ,  to  which  he  fhould 
have  no  Objedtion.’ — Proceeding  then  to  the  perfonal 
Topic  and  his  being  treated  as  a  Stranger,  he  takes  a 
Retrofpedf  of  their  CondudV,  with  an  Intent  to  Chew, 
That  they  had  treated  Mr.  Hamilton ,  though  a  Na¬ 
tive,  with  as  many  Abufes  as  they  had  treated  him  : 
And  here  occurs  a  Paragraph  or  two  which  m'uft  be 
inferted  verbatim :  viz. 

‘  And  here,  was  I  inclined  to  go  beyond  my  own 
£  Times,  I  might  begin  with  reminding  you  how 
‘  contemptuoufly  you  treated  the  Proprietary  Offer  of 
‘  Four  Hundred  Pounds ,  for  eredting  a  Place  of  Strength 
‘  on  the  Ohio,  together  with  an  Offer  of  One  Hundred 
‘  Pounds  per  Annum  towards  its  Support;  which  Offers 
‘  were  made  at  a  Time,  when  your  Concurrence  would 
‘  probably  have  prevented  many  of  the  Calamities  we 
‘  now  groan  under. 

‘  I  might  alfo  obferve,  that  when  Mr.  Hamilton  firft 
‘  called  upon  you,  purfuant  to  his  Majefty’s  Orders, 
‘  to  grant  fuch  Supplies  as  would  enable  him  to  draw 

‘  forth 
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‘  forth  the  Strength  of  the  Province,  and  to  repel 

*  Force  by  Force,  you  would  not  admit  that  the 
c  French  Encroachments  and  Fortifications  on  the  Ohio 
c  were. within  our  Limits,  or  his  Majefty’s  Domini- 
c  ons^  thereby  feeking  an  Excuie  to  avoid  doing  what 
c  was  required  of  you.’ 

Fie  had  alfo  the  Difingenuity  to  mention  the  late 
Defeat  of  his  Majefty’s  Forces,  in  exprefs  Terms  as 
having  happened,  ‘  for  Want  of  that  timely  Sup- 

*  port  and  Affiftance  which  it  was  in  the  Power  of 
6  the  Province  to  have  afforded.’  And  having  again 
declared.  That  he  could  not  recede  from  his  Amend¬ 
ments,  and  exprefied  his  Satisfaction  at  their  intended 
Complaint  againft  him,  he  concluded  with  the  two 
following  Paragraphs,  which  are  equally  infidious,  in¬ 
jurious,  and  unbecoming. 

c  Upon  the  Whole,  it  appears  clear  to  me,  that 
e  you  never  intended  that  any  of  your  Bills  Ihould  pafs 

*  for  raifing  Money  to  defend  the  Province  ;  and  this 
‘  feems  now  to  be  placed  beyond  all  Diipute,  fince 
‘  thofe  People ,  under  whofe  Influence  you  are  chiefly 

*  known  to  be,  are  faid  to  have  declared  publicldy  to 
c  you,  that  they  would  fooner  fluffer  than  pay  towards 
‘  fuch  Purpofes. 

6  FJowever,  I  fhall  put  one  Proof  more,  both  of 
c  your  Sincerity  and  mine,  in  our  Profeffions  of  Re- 
‘  gard  for  the  Publick,  by  offering  to  agree  to  any 
c  Bill,  in  the  prefent  Exigency,  which  it  is  conjiflent 

*  with  my  Duty  to  pafs,  left,  before  our  prefent  Dif- 

*  putes  can  be  brought  to  an  IfTue,  we  fhould  neither 
‘  have  a  Privilege  to  difpute  about,  nor  a  Country  to 
‘  difpute  in.* 

Together  with  this  Meffage,  the  Secretary  alfo 
brought  down  another  altogether  as  extraordinary,  in 
which  the  Governor  acquaints  the  Houfe,  ‘  T  hat  he 
had  confidered  their  Bill,  for  the  better  ordering  and 
regulating  fuch  as  were  willing  and  defir ous  to  be 
united  for  military  Pur.poles  within  that  Province  ; 
and  though  there  were  many  Things  in  it  of  a  very 
extraordinary  Nature,  and  that  he  was  convinced  it 

would 
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would  never  anfwer  the  Purpofe  of  defending  the 
I  iovince,  even  if  it  could  be  carried  into  Execution 
in  any  reafonable  i  ime,  which  he  was  afraid  it  could 
not,  yet,  to  fhew  he  was  defirous  of  doing  any  Thin.o* 
that  had  even  a  Chance  of  contributing  to  the  Safety 
of  the  Province,  he  fhould  confent  to  it  in  the  Shape 
they  had  lent  it,  as  it  would  be  entering  into  new  De¬ 
putes,  fhould  he  amend  it  properly.’ 

And  what  is,  perhaps,  more  extraordinary  ftiJI, 
the  Governor  on  the  fame  Day,  namely,  Saturday, , 
November  22,  received  fome  Difpatches  from  the 
Proprietaries ,  the  Contents  of  which  he  did  not  com¬ 
municate  to  the  Houle  till  the  Adonday  following  ;  by 
which  Time  he  was  ready  to  unmafk  fuch  a  Variety 
of  Batteries,  as  he  thought  would  be  fufficient,  by 
their  very  Noife  alone,  fo  to  intimidate  his  Antago- 
nifls  at  lead,  that  they  fhould  not  prefume  to  make 

him  fuch  a  Return  to  his  Jaft  Meffage  as  they  had  done 
to  his  former. 

firft  was  a  Report  from  his  Council ;  contain¬ 
ing  fuch  a  Di  feu  Hi  on  of  ^Indian  Adairs  as  was  to  be 
taken  foi  a  Difcharge  in  full  of  the  Shawanefe  Com¬ 
plaints  mentioned  in  a  Meffage  from  the  Affembly,  at 
their  fir  ft  Sitting  in  Conlequence  of  the  Governor’s 
Summons. 

1  he  fecond  was  a  Call  upon  them  to  provide  for  a 
Swarm  of  French  Inhabitants  ban  iff  ed  out  of  Nova 
Scotia  by  Governor  Lawrence. ,  and  fent  at  a  Venture  to 
be  diftributed  through  the  Reft  of  his  Majefty’s  Co¬ 
lonies  along  the  Continent. 

And  the  third,  not  only  notified  the  Receipt  of 
the  I  loprietaries  Difpatches  abovementioned,  but  far- 
fhei  fpecined,  c  T.  hat,  fuch  was  their  Care  and  Re¬ 
gard  ror  the  1  eopie,  that  they  had  no  fooner  received 
the^  Account  he  had  fent  them  of  General  Braddockd s 
Defeat,  than  they  fent  him  an  Order  upon  their  Re- 
ceijet-Kjenet  al  for  5000  /.  as  a  free  Gift  to  the  Public, 
to  be  applied  to  fuch  Ufes  as  that  Event  might  make 
neceffary  ior  the  common  Security  of  the  Province  : 
That  ne  had  directed  the  faid  Receiver-General  to  have 

the 
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the  Money  ready  as  foon  as  poffible  ;  and  that  it 
Ihould  be  paid  by  fuch  Perfons  as  ftiould  be  appointed 
by  Ad  of‘  Aftembly  for  the  Difpofition  of  any  Sum 
they  might  think  neceffary  to  raiie  for  the  Defence  of 


the  Province  in  that  Time  of  Danger.’  Two  other 


tne  riuvuioo  m  -  -  ,  . 

Claufes  were  alfo  added  :  One  importing,  That  this 

timely  and  generous  Inftance  of  the  Proprietaries  Care 
and  Anxiety  for  the  Inhabitants,  could  not  fail  making 
the  moft  lading  Impreffion  upon  the  Minds  of  every 
Well-wifher  to  that  Country And  the  other*  That 
the  Governor  upon  that  Occafion  again  recommended  it 
to  them  to  lay  afide  allDifputes,  and  to  grant  fuch  Sup¬ 
plies  in  Addition  to  what  the  Proprietaries  had  given, 
as  his  Majefty’s  Service  and  the  preffing  Exigencies  of 
the  Province  required/  . 

That  they  might  not,  however,  have  any  Merit  to 
plead  on  either  of  thefe  Heads,  but  might  feem  to  be 
driven  by  Force  into  every  fuch  Meafure  as  was  thus 
recommended,  on  the  very  next  Day  alter  this  and 
before  it  was  poffible  for  them  to  come  properly  to 
any  Refolutions  at  all  •,  came  again  the  Mayor  of  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  having  now  alfo  prevailed  with  his Corporation 
to  ioin  him  and  his  Prompters ,  with  a  Remonfir ance , 
in  a  Stile  altogether  dictatorial,  6  Reproaching  them 


) 


with  lofing  their  Time  in  Deliberations  while  their 


Fellow- Subjects  were  expofed  to  Slaughter,  and  m 
Debates  about  Privileges  while  they  were  deprived  of 
the  great  firft  Privilege  of  Self-Prefervation,  and  re- 
quiring  them  to  poftpone  all  Difputes,  grant  necef- 
fary  Supplies,  and  pafs  a  reafonable  Law  for  eftablifh- 
in^  a  Militia-,  and,  in  the  Clofe  of  it,  recommending 
Difpatch,  as  the  People  feemed  already  in  a  deplorable 
and  defperate  State,  and  they  feared  it  would  not  be 
poffible  to  prefer ve  the  Peace  and  Quiet  of  the  City, 
or  of  the  Province  itfelf,  much  longer. 

The  Houfe,  notwithflanding,  to  be  confident  in 
all  Things*  called,  in  the  firft  Place,  upon  their  Com¬ 
mittee  for  the  Anfwer  they  were  directed  to  prepare  to 
the  Governor’s  laft  Invettive ;  which  was  ready,  and 
in  Subftance  as  follows :  rfo  wit,  ^  That 
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That  if  they  could  be  aftonifhed  at  any  thing 
which  came  from  their  Governor,  they  fhould  be 
aftonifhed  at  his  repeating  Charges  and  Calumnies, 
groundkfs  in  themfelves,  and  fo  repeatedly,  fully, 
and  piMicly  refuted  :  That  inftead  of  refuting  them, 
therefore,  they  fhould  only  refer  to  their  former  Refu¬ 
tations  :  That  what  he  fays  concerning  the  Rifle  of 
lofmg  fo  important  an  Ad  was  mere  Sophiftry  and 
Amufement :  That,  as  they  had  before  afterted,  con¬ 
ditional  or  alternative  claufes  were  common:  T. hat 
in  the  fame  Ad  there  was  another,  namely,  that  in 
cafe  the  four  Years  Tax  did  not  produce  60,000/. 
the  Defed  fhould  be  fupplied  by  an  additional  Tax  ; 
and,  if  it  exceeded,  the  Overplus  Oiould  be  difpofed 
by  a  future  Ad;  to  which  the  Governor  had  made 
no  Objedion  :  That,  notwithftanding  all  the  Duft 
he  had  attempted  to  raile,  it  was  therefore  clear  to 
them,  that  the  Bill  was  entirely  unobjedionable : 
That  their  Mode  was  more  proper  than  his,  and  as 
fafe  both  for  the  Bill,  and  the  pretended  Rights  of 
the  Proprietary  :  That  his  CommiOion  had  no  luch 
Prohibition  as  he  affeded  to  find  in  it ;  and  that  they 
could  not,  in  a  Money-Bill  like  this,  admit  of  Amend* 
ments  not  founded  in  Reafon,  juftice,  or  Equity,  but 
in  the  arbitrary  Pleafure  of  a  Governor,  without  be¬ 
traying  the  Truft  repofed  in  them  by  their  Confti- 
tuents,  and  giving  up  their  juft  Righ;s  as  free-boni 
Subjeds  of  England:  That  by  the  Charters  their  Con- 
ftitution  was  founded  upon,  in  Addition  to  the  Privi¬ 
leges  therein  fpecially  named,  they  are  moreover  intit- 
led  to  ALL  OTHER  Powers  and  Privileges  of  an  Aft 


fembly,  according  to  the  Rights  of  the  free-born 
Subjeds  of  England,  and  as  is  ufual  in  any  of  the 
King’s  Plantations  in  America :  That  the  free-born 
Subjeds  of  England  had  a  Right  to  grant  their  own 
Money  their  own  Way,  the  Governor  did  not  deny, 
nor  that  the  fame  was  ufual  in  other  Plantations  : 
That  therefore  they  had  the  fame  Right,  and  fhould 
have  had  it  if  it  had  not  been  fo  fpecified  in  their 
Charter ;  fuch  free-born  Subjeds,  inftead  of  lofmg 

X  any 
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any  of  their  effential  Rights,  by  removing  into  the 
King’s  Plantations,  and  extending  the  Britijh  Domi¬ 
nions  at  the  Hazard  of  their  Lives  and  Fortunes,  be¬ 
ing,  on  the  contrary,  indulged  with  particuQr  Pri- 
vifeges  for  their  Encouragement  in  fo  ufeful  and  me¬ 
ritorious  an  Undertaking  :  That  indeed  their  Confti- 
tution  was,  in  one  Relpect,  no  'ivay^Jimilar  to  that  of 
England  ;  namely,  the  King’s  having  a  natural  Con¬ 
nexion  with  his  People,  the  Crown  defending  to 
hisPofterity.  and  his  own  Power  and  Security  waxing 
and  waneing  with  the  Profperity  of  his  People; 
whereas  Plantation- Governors  were  frequently  tran- 
fient  Perfons,  of  broken  Fortunes,  greedy  of  Money, 
deftitute  of  all  Concern  for  thofe  they  governed,  often 
their  Enemies,  and  endeavouring  not  only  to  oppiefs, 
but  defame  them,  and  thereby  render  them  obnoxious 
to  their  Sovereign,  and  odious  to  their  Fellow-Sub- 
je&s:  That  their  prefent  Governor  not  only  denied 
them  the  Privileges  of  an  Englijh  Conflitution,  but  had 
endeavoured  to  introduce  a  French  one,  by  reducing 
their  Affemblies  to  the  Infignificance  to  which  the 
French  Parliaments  had  been  reduced  ;  had  required 
them  to  defend  their  Country,  and  then  put  it  out  of 
their  Power,  unlefsthey  would  firft  part  with  fome  of 
the  Effentials  which  made  it  worth  defending;  which 
was  in  Fact  reducing  them  to  an  JEgyptian  Conftitu- 
tion  :  For,  that  as  the  y Egyptians  were  to  perifh 
by  Famine  unlefs  they  became  Servants  to  Pharaoh , 
fo  were  they  by  the  Sword,  unlefs  they  alfo  be¬ 
came  Servants  to  an  abfolute  Lord ,  or,  as  he  was 
pleafed  to  ftile  himfelf,  abfolute  Proprietary  :  That  all 
Comparifons,  made  by  the  Governor  of  himfelf  to  his 
immediate  Predeceffor  would  be  to  his  own  Difad- 
vantage,  the  Differences  between  the  former  Gentle¬ 
man  and  his  Affemblies  having  been  but  fmall,  in 
Comparifon  with  thofe  then  fubfifting ;  and  conduc¬ 
ed  by  him  with  fome  Tendernefs  to  his  Country  :  That 
how  much  foever  the  People  were  at  that  Time  dif- 
fatished  with  tome  Particulars  in  his  Adminiftration, 
the  prefent  had  given  them  abundant  Reafon  to  regret 
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the  Change  :  That  as  to  the  Collufion  charged  upon 
them  in  not  intending  any  of  the  Bills  they  had  offered 
for  the  Defence  of  their  Country  fhould  pafs,  they 
could,  with  humble  Confidence,  appeal  to  the  Search¬ 
er  of  all  Hearts,  that  their  Intentions  perfedtly  cor- 
refponded  with  their  Addons  :  That,  not  to  mention 
i  the  Unfairnefs  of  afcribing  to  a  whole  People  the  In- 
1  diferetion  of  a  few  [thole  who  had  declared  they  would 
fuffer^  rather  than  pay  for  military  Meafures]  the  Go¬ 
vernor  himfelf  mutt  own,  they  could  not  be  under 
the  Influence  he  fuppofed,  when  they  allured  him  that 
feveral  more  Votes  had  been  given  for  thofe  Meafures 
lince  they  were  petitioned  againtt,  than  before:  That 
;  they  were  totally  ignorant  of  the  many  other  Ways  of 
railing  Money,  to  which  the  Governor  had  no  Objec¬ 
tion  *,  as  alio,  what  that  other  Bill  might  be,  which  he 
i  might  think  confident  with  his  Duty  to  pals :  ^That 
he  thought  it  inconfiftent  with  his  Duty  to  pals  any 
Bills  contrary  to  his  Inftrudions  from  the  Proprieta- 
\ries ,  which  (like  the  Inftructions  of  the  Prefident  and 
Council  of  th &  North,  mentioned  by  Lord  Coke ,  4.  Infi. 
j  P.246.)  were  to  them  impenetrable  Secrets :  That, 
according  to  the  fame  great  Lawyer’s  Remark  on  Go- 
I  verning  by  fuch  Inftrudtions,  1/Lifera  eft  Servitus  ubi 
Jus  eft  vagum  ant  incognitum :  That,  therefore,  it 
would  be  m  vain  for  them  to  fearch  for  other  Ways, 

|  or  frame  other  Bills :  And  that  here  the  Matter  mull 
reft  till  his  Majefty  fhould  be  gracioully  pleafed  to 
|  relieve  them  •,  lince,  with  the  Governor,  they  could 
s  no  otherwise  hope  to  end  thei  unhapy  Divifions,  than 
by  fubmicting  to  one  Part  or  the  other  of  the  miie- 
rable  Alternative  mentioned  by  him  j  either,  not  to 
have  a  Privilege  worth  difputing  about,  01  be  depri¬ 
ved  of  a  Country  to  difpute  it  in.” 

But  tho’  this  Anfwer  was,  in  every  Particular,  con- 
formable  to  the  Senle  of  the  Houle,  and  was  after¬ 
wards  printed  in  the  Appendix  to  their  Proceedings, 
they  declined  making  ufe  of  it  \  and  that  for  the  pre- 
!  lent  reported  by  the  Committee  was  to  the  Bffedt  fol- 
Jovvino  :  To  wit,  “  That  the  Bulk  of  the  Governor’s 

X  2  long 
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long  Meffage  confifted  of  groundlefs  Charges  and  Ca¬ 
lumnies,  which,  having  been  repeatedly  refuted, 
might  be  fafely  left  to  themfelves :  That  tho’  they 
had  prepared  a  full  Anfwer  to  the  reft,  yet  as  there 
were  now  fome  Hopes  of  an  Agreement  with  him  in 
the  Money-Bill,  which  was  the  principal  Bufinefs  of 
the  Seftion,  they  fubmitted  it  to  the  Houfe,  Whether' 
it  would  not  be  more  confident  with  their  Prudence!' 
and  Moderation  to  fupprefs  it:  That  there  being,’ 
however,  one  or  two  new  Charges  brought  againft 
the  AfTemblies  of  that  Province,  it  might  be  proper 
to  take  fome  Notice  of  them  :  That  the  ftrft  of  thefe 
was,  that  they  contemptuoujly  treated  the  Proprietary 
Offer  of  400  /.  for  erecting  a  Place  of  Strength  on  the 
Ohio ,  and  of  100 1.  per  Annum  towards  its  Support: 
That  this  contemptuous  Treatment  was  not  fpecified, 
but  might  be  explained,  by  a  Paftage  out  of  the  Brief 
State  [a  Proprietary  Pamphlet]  where  it  is  faid,  44  The 
44  Houfe  refilled  this  Propofal  a  Place  in  their  Mi- 
44  nutes  That  the  Fa£t  was,  however,  otherwife  ; 
that  the  faid  Propofal  appears  in  feveral  Pages  there 
fpecified  ;  and  that  nothing  farther  than  what  is  there, 
could  properly  be  made  a  Part  of  thofe  Records :  And 
the  Reafon  thereof  is  then  alligned  in  the  following 
Narrative;  which,  for  various  Reafons,  defervestobe 
made  a  Part  of  this  Difcourle. 

4  The  late  Governor  Hamilton ,  after  fending  the 
c  Meffage  of  the  Thirteenth  of  Auguft,  1751,  rc- 
4  quelled  a  private  Meeting  with  fome  of  the'Mem- 
4  bers  of  that  Houfe,  but  without  any  Authority  from 
4  the  Affembly. 

4  At  this  Meeting  Governor  Hamilton  offered,  on 
4  Behalf  of  the  Proprietaries,  Four  Hundred  Pounds , 
e  towards  building  fuch  a  Ploufe  upon  or  near  the 
4  Ohio  (but  not  a  Syllable  of  maintaining  or  fupport- 
4  ing  it.)  The  Indians  were  fo  tar  from  prefiing  our 
4  engaging  in  it,  that  Infcruftions  were  drawn  by  this 
4  Government  to  require  it  of  them,  at  a  Treaty  held 
c  by  G.Croghan ,  in  May ,  1751,  and  they  evidently 
*  fhewed  themfelves  apprehenfive  fuch  an  Attempt 

1  x  ‘  migh 
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might  give  Umbrage  to  the  French ,  and  bring  them 
down  the  Ohio  with  an  armed  Force,  to  take  Pofifef-  . 
fion  of  thofe  Lands.  And  about  two  Years  after¬ 
wards,  thefe  very  Ohio  Indians ,  at  the  Treaty  held 
at  Carlijle,  in  October,  1753,  lay  to  our  Govern¬ 
ment,  44  I  defire  you  would  hear  and  take  Notice 
of  what  I  am  about  to  fay  •,  the  Governor  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  dejired  Leave  to  build  a  ftrong  IToule  on  Ohio , 
which  came  to  the  Ears  of. the  Governor  of  Canada , 
and  we  fuppofe  this  caufed  him  to  invade  our 
Country.”  Treaty ,  Page  8.  The  fame  Sentiments 
appeared  among  the  Six  Nations  at  the  /llbany  Trea¬ 
ty  *,  44  That  the  Englijh  and  French  were  only  con¬ 
tending  which  of  them  fhould  have  their  Lands. 
The  Reafoning  made  ufe  of  by  the  Members  at  this 
private  Conference  with  the  late  Governor  was,  that 
the  Land  where  they  propofed  to  build  it  was  claim  ¬ 
ed  by  the  Crown,  and  was  very  probably  beyond 
the  Limits  of  Penfylvania  :  Y  hat  at  leaft  it  would  be 
beyond  the  Reach  of  our  Laws,  as  appealed  by  the 
People  already  fettled  on  ‘Juniata,  ]ull  beyond  the 
North  Mountain:  That  this,  inftead  of  healing, 
might  create  irreconcileable  Breaches  with  our  In¬ 
dians,  confidering  what  Sort  of  People  would  pro¬ 
bably  re  fide  there:  That  the  Indians  had  never 
heartily  requefted  it,  nor  did  it  feem  to  be  their  In- 
tereft  fo  to  do  •,  and  if  they  had  requeued  it,  as  they 
were  in  Subjection  to  the  Six  Nations ,  it  would  be 
necefiary  to  have  their  Afient :  1  hat  this  precipitate 
A&  would  probably  create  a  Jealoufy  in  the  French, 
and  give  them  fome  Pretence  of  an  Infi  aCtion  of 
the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  on  our  Pair,  and  might  final- 
<  ly  engage  the  Britijh  Nation  in  a  War  with  France. 
i  Thefe,  and  many  other  Reafons,  were  urged  at  that 
e  private  Conference,  as  feveral  of  thole  Members 
4  apprehended,  to  Governor  Hamilton  s  Satisfaction. 
4  And  it  appears  by  George  Croghan’s  Journal,  that 
4  thofe  Indians  neither  did,  nor  did  they  think  they 
‘‘could,  give  Leave  to  build  a  Floufe  on  the  Ohio, 
4  without  the  exprefs  Confent  of  the  Six  Nations  •,  and 

X  3  *  accord- 
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«  accordingly  they  took  two  Months  to  acquaint  the 
4  Onondago  Council  with  this  Tranfadtion,  and  then 
4  to  fend  us  Word,  which  they  never  complied  with. 

4  It  appears  further,  by  the  Affembly’s  Meffage  to 
4  Governor  Hamilton ,  on  the  Twenty -firft  of  Augufi, 

4  1751,  taken  from  the  Informations  of  Conrad  Weifer , 

4  and  Andrew  Montour , 4t  that  the  Requeft  inferted  in 
44  George  Croghans  Journal  as  made  by  the  Indians  at 
44  Ohio  to  this  Government,  to  eredl  a  ftrong  trading 
44  Houfe  in  their  Country,  as  well  as  the  Danger  ’tis 
44  there  faid  they  apprehended  from  the  Attempts  of 
‘4  the  French ,  was  mifunderftood,  or  mifreprefented 
46  by  the  Perfon  the  Governor  confided  in  for  the. 
44  Management  of  that  Treaty.”  But  it  may  be 
4  unnecefTary  to  purfue  this  Enquiry  into  an  Affair 
4  wherein  George  Croghan  thought  himfelf  unkindly, 

4  if  not  unjuflly,  facrificed  to  private  Ends,  as  is  well 
4  known  to  fuch  as  were  acquainted  with  this  Affair, 

4  and  appears  in  the  Letters  and  other  Papers  fent  by 
4  himfelf  to  fome  of  the  Members  of  that  Affembly.’ 

Coming  then  to  the  other  new  Charge,  namely. 
That  the  Affembly  would  not  admit,  that  the  French 
Encroachments  were  within  the  King's  Dominions ,  they 
maintain  that  this  Charge  is  as  ill-founded  as  the 
other :  44  For,  fay  they,  tho’  the  Houfe  never  took 
upon  them  to  afeertain  the  Bounds  of  the  King’s  Do¬ 
minions,  they  never  diredtly  or  indirectly  denied  thofe 
Encroachments  to  be  within  them.” — They  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  examine  the  Extracts  from  the  Council  Mi¬ 
nutes  fent  by  the  Governor,  in  Proof  that  Money- 
Bills  had  been  amended  by  former  Governors.  They 
demonftrated  in  ten  feveral  Inftances,  thofe  Extracts 
had  not  been  fairly  reprefented.  And  they  concluded 
in  thefe  Words :  4  Were  all  thefe  to  be  deducted  from 
4  the  Lift,,  it  would  appear  that  there  are  but  few  In- 
4  fiances  in  our  Journals  of  proper  Money-Bills  a- 
4  mended  by  the  Governor,  and  the  Amendments 
4  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe  ;  this  is  no  more  than  was 
4  acknowledged  by  the  preceding  Affembly,  in  their 
*  Meffage  of  the  Twenty-ninth  of  September,  where 
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‘  thev  fay,  that  in  a  very  few  Inftances  their  Prede- 
c  ceflors  might  have  waved  that  Right  ^on  particular 
‘  Occafions,  but  had  never  given  it  up.’ 

Scarce  had  the  Houfe  agreed  w^htheu  Committee 
in  laying  afide,  for  the  prefent  the  firft  ot  thele  Ans¬ 
wers  for  the  Reafons  afligned  m  the  fecond I,  than  cer¬ 
tain  Inhabitants  of  Philadelphia ,  joined  with  others  ot 
the  County  of  Chefter ,  in  all  Pwenty-nm  Perfons, 
thought  th'emfelves  at  Liberty  to  affail  the  .  lOufe  in 
Perfon  with  a  Petition,  defiring  that  the  Governor 
and  the  Houfe  would  unite  in  the  hear  ot  God,  &c. 
And  as  the  Minute  taken  ot  this  ftrange  Incident 
(which  followed  the  Philadelphia  Remonftrance  in 
much  fuch  a  Manner  as  the  Legion  Letter ^followed  the 
Kentijh  Petition  before  referred  to)  will  ferve  at  on 
to  (hew  the  Ferment  which  then  prevailed  in  the  Pro¬ 
vince,  and  yet  how  far  the  People  in  general  were  from 
defirinv  to  be  preferved  againft  the  Incurfions  of  the 
Enemies,  at  the  Expence  of  their  conftituticnal  Liber- 

ties  •  it  is  here  inferted,  to  wit,  . 

«  The  Speaker  told  them,  that  it  was  well  known 

.  this  Houfe  was  compofed  of  Members  chofen  with- 

<  out  any  SoU.cltation  on  their  Parts,  to  be  the  Re- 

<  prefentatives  of  the  People,  and  Guardians  of  their 
.  Liberties :  That  the  whole  Powers  the  Houfe  were 
«  inverted  with,  were  derived  from  the  People  them- 
‘  felves,  and  that  as  the  Houfe  had  hitherto,  fo  they 
‘  fhould  ftill  continue  to  difeharge  the  high  Trull  re- 

'*  Dofed  in  them  to  the  bed  of  tneir  Underftandin0 
«  and  Abilities  •,  and  then  afked  them  Whe Hherthey 

‘  defired  that  the  Houfe  %/Zpktfe 

‘  which,  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Houfe,  the  Ptople  -mn 

<  :uai»  intitled  to  ?  Some  of  the  Petitioners,  in  Be- 
c  "halt  of  the  Whole,  anfwered.  No ;  they  were  far 
«  from  requiring  any  Thing  of  that  Kind- 

«  ed  mas,  that  feme  Expedient  might  be  f ^e»uP°”f  V 

<  poJUUe,  to  accommodate  Matters  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as 
‘  fat  the  Province  might  be  relieved  from  its  Prefn  ~ 
•  happy  Situation.  To  this  the  Speaker  repked  That 
;  Nothing  could  be  more  agreeable  to  this  Houfe 

X  4 
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6  than  a  Harmony  between  the  two  Branches  of  the 
‘  Legiflature  ;  and  that  as  the  Governor  had  Yefter- 
*  day  Evening  Tent  down  a  Meffage,  intimating  that 
‘  the  Proprietaries  are  new  difpofed  to  contribute  a 
‘  Sum  oi  Money  towards  the  common  Security  of  the 
4  Province,  there  was  a  great  Probability  that  all  Con- 
c  troverfies  on  that  Head  were  at  an  End,  and  that 
c  fome  Method  would  be  fpeedily  taken  for  relieving 
6  the  Province  from  its  prelent  Difficulties.’ 

In  effect,  the  Governor  having  given  his  Conlent 
to  the  Militia  Bill,  and  the  Eloufe  having  made  fome 
immediate  Provifion,  for  landing  and  relieving  the 
miferable  French  Exiles  obtruded  upon  them  from 
Nova  Scotia ,  they  proceeded  to  refolve,  firft,  unani- 
moufly , 

4  That  the  Right  of  granting  Supplies  to  the  Crown 
4  in  this  Province,  is  alone  in  the  Reprefentatives  of 
6  the  Freemen  met  in  Affcmbly,  being  eftential  to  an 
c  E.nglifh  Conftitution.  And  the  Limitation  of  all 
4  fuch  Grants,  as  to  the  Matter,  Manner,  Meafure, 
4  and  Time,  is  in  them  only.’  And  then, 

4  That  in  Confideration  of  the  Governor’s  Mef- 
4  fage  of  Yefterday,  by  which  it  appears  that  the 
4  Proprietaries  have  fent  him  an  Order  on  the  Receiv- 
4  er-General  for  Five  Fhcufand  Pounds ,  to  be  paid 
4  into  the  Hands  of  fuch  Perfons  as  ffiall  be  appoint- 
4  ed  by  Aft  of  Afiemhly,  and  applied  with  fuch 
4  Sums  as  the  Affembly  ffiould  grant,  to  fuchUfes  as 
4  may  be  neceffary  for  the  common  Security  of  the 
4  Province  •,  and  as  it  would  not  be  reafonable  or  juft, 
4  at  this  Time,  to  tax  the  Proprietary  Eftate,  in  or- 
4  der  to  raife  Money  therefrom,  over  and  above  the 
4  faid  Grant  from  the  Proprietaries,  the  Houfe  will 
4  immediately  proceed  to  form  a  neW  Bill  for  grant- 
4  ing  a  Sum  o!  Money  to  the  Ufe  of  the  Crown,  and 
4  therein  omit  the  Taxation  of  the  faid  Eftate.’ 

Accordingly,  fuch  a  Bill  was  ordered  the  fame 
Day  \  and,  in  lull  Confutation  of  all  the  injurious  Sur- 
mifes  that  they  did  not  fo  much  as  intend  to  fave 
their  Country,  profecuted  with  fo  much  Zeal  and 

Alacrity, 
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Alacrity*  that  it  received  the  Governor’s  Afifent  the 
next  but  one  following. 

Thus  the  two  Branches  of  the  Legiflature  were  at 
kft  united  in  the  great  Duty  of  making  all  contri¬ 
bute  to  the  Defence  and  Preservation  of  all. 

But  tho’  the  Storm  was  for  the  prefent  over,  fome 
Marks  of  recent  Turbulence  (till  remained. — The 
Governor,  tho’  frequently  called  upon,  could  not  be 
brought  to  pafs  the  Bill  for  regulating  the  Indian 
Trade :  The  Houfe,  therefore,  thought  proper  to 
prefs  him  with  fuch  a  Meffage,  as  fhould,  by  explain* 
ing  the  Nature  of  the  Bill,  not  only  indicate  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  the  Abufes  it  was  calculated  to  correct,  but  alfo 
oblige  him,  if  poflible,  to  account  for  his  Delay  : 
And  the  Meffage  agreed  upon  was  as  follows,  viz. 


4  May  it  pleafe  the  Governor , 

4  As  the  Bill  for  regulating  the  Indian  Trade,  by 
4  employing  fober  and  difcreet  Perfons  to  refide  a- 
4  mong  thole  Nations  that  remain  Friends  to  this 
4  Province,  for  the  Purpofe  of  furnifbing  them  with 
6  the  neceffary  Goods  in  Exchange  for  their  Peltry,  at 
4  eafy  and  reafonabie  Rates,  on  Account  oi  the  Public , 

4  and  thereby  fecuring  them  to  our  Intereft,  feems  to 
4  us  a  Bill  of  great  Importance  at  this  Jundture,  we 
4  are  very  defirous  of  bringing  it  to  a  Conclulion  as 
4  foon  as  poflible  ;  and  therefore  once  more  earneftly 
4  requeft  the  Governor  would  be  pleafed  to  let  us 
4  know  his  Sentiments  upon  it,  and  communicate  the 
4  Amendments  he  is  pleafed  to  fay  he  thinks  needful , 
4  that  we  may  confider  them.  The  Bill  has  already 
4  lain  before  him  above  two  Weeks  and  we  fear,  if 
4  fomething  of  the  Kind  is  not  immediately  gone  in- 
4  to,  we  {hall  lofe  our  few  remaining  Indians  on  Suf- 
4  quehanna ;  for  as  none  of  our  T.  raders  now  go  a- 
‘  mong  them,  and  they  dare  not  come  down  to  our 
<  Settlements  to  buy  what  they  want,  for  fear  of  being 
«  miflaken  for  Enemies,  there  feems  to  be  the  great- 
4  eft  Danger  of  their  being  neceffarily  driven  into  the 

4  Arms 
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<  Arms  of  the  French ,  to  be  provided  with  the  Means 
4  of  Subfiftence.’ 

To  which  the  Governor  was  pleafed  to  return  the 
following  evafive  Anfwer. 

4  Gentlemen , 

4  Since  your  Bill  for  regulating  the  Indian  Trade 
4  has  been  before  me,  my  Time  has  been  fo  much 
4  taken  up  with  the  Variety  of  Bufinefs  that  the  Cir- 
4  cumftances  of  this  Province  made  neceffary  to  be 
4  difpatched  without  Delay,  that  1  have  not  been 
4  able  to  give  it  the  Confideration  a  Bill  of  that  Na- 
6  ture  requires,  nor  to  examine  the  Laws  of  the  neigh- 
4  bouring  Provinces  upon  that  Subjedh — But  as  the 
4  Indian  Trade  is  now  at  a  Stand,  I  cannot  conceive 
4  that  it  will  be  at  all  dangerous  to  the  Publick  to 
*  defer  the  compleating  of  this  Act  till  the  next  Sit- 
4  ting  ;  efpecially  as  it  will  be  neceffary  to  call  in 
4  and  confine  our  friendly  Indians  to  certain  Limits, 
4  to  prevent  their  being  miftaken  for  and  killed  as 
4  Enemies,  where  they  muff  be  fubfifted. —  I  his  will 
4  hinder  them  from  Hunting,  fo  that  they  will  have 
4  no  Skins  to  trade  with.5 

And  now,  after  having  fo  often  treated  the  Affem- 
bly  as  a  Body  fitter  to  be  prefcribed  to,  than  confult- 
ed  with,  he  took  it  into  his  Head  to  apply  to  them 
for  Advice  •,  on  what  Account  it  is  reafonable  his  own 
Meffage  fhould  explain. 

4  Gentlemen , 

4  General  Shirley ,  purfuant  to  his  Majefty’s  Orders 
4  for  that  Purpofe,  has  requefted  me  to  meet  him  at 
4  New-Tork,  in  a  Congress  he  has  there  appointed,  ‘as 
4  you  will  obferve  by  the  Extradft  of  a  Letter  from 
4  him  upon  that  Subject,  which  the  Secretary  will 
4  lay  before  you.  At  that  Meeting,  Bufinefs  of  the 
4  greateft  Confequence  to  his  Majefty’s  Service  and 
4  the  Safety  of  thefe  Colonies  will  be  confidered  and 
4  concluded,  and  the  Succefs  of  the  next  Year’s  Ope- 

4  rations 


Robert  H.  Morris,  Efy.  Dep.  Governor.  315 

6  rations  may  in  a  great  Meafure  depend  on  the  time- 
c  Jy  Refolutions  of  that  Council. 

‘  I  have  lately  received  luch  Intelligence  as  to  the  . 
‘  State  of  Indian  Affairs,  as  will  make  it  necdlary  for 
4  the  Colonies  to  join  in  fome  general  Treaty  with 
c  thofe  People,  as  well  to  the  Southward  as  the  North- 
4  ward,  which  can  no  way  fo  well  be  refolved  on  as 
4  at  the  Congrefs  now  already  met. 

4  And  on  the  other  Hand,  the  late  Incurfions  of 
4  the  Enemy,  and  the  Neceffity  there  is  of  putting 
4  this  Province  into  a  Pofture  of  Defence,  as  well  as 
4  carrying  into  Execution  the  feveral  Matters  now  in 
4  Agitation,  call  for  my  Prefeqce,  and  the  Authority 
4  of  the  Government.  Under  thefe  Difficulties  I  find 
4  my’felf  at  a  Lofs  which  Service  to  prefer,  and  de- 
4  fire  you  will  give  me  your  Sentiments  on  this  mo- 
4  mentous  and  preffing  Occafion.’ 

Now  this  Congrefs  was  in  Fadt,  to  be  a  Council  of 
War ;  and  the  Infractions  the  General  had  received, 
according  to  his  own  Account,  was  to  fummon  luch 
of  the  Governors  on  the  Continent,  as  far  Weftward 
as  Virginia ,  as  could,  to  attend  it. 

Governor  Morris ,  therefore,  would  have  been  un¬ 
der  no  great  Difficulty  on  this  Head,  if  the  Circum- 
ftances  of  his  Province  had  been  really  fuch  as  he 
had  been  always  fond  of  fetting  them  forth. 

But  his  Purpofe  was  to  go;  and  he  wanted  the 
Countenance  of  the  Affembly  to  concur  with  his  In¬ 
clinations,  that  he  might  not  be  charged  with  Incon- 
fifiency,  either  by  {Emulating  them  with  falfe  Alarms, 
or  deferring  them  in  real  Dangers. 

The  Affembly,  however,  chofe  to  leave  the  Diffi¬ 
culty  upon  himfelf,  as  he  alone  was  acquainted  with 
the  Neceffity  of  his  attending  the  laid  Congrefs ;  but 
then  they  left  him  at  no  Lofs  concerning  their  Opi¬ 
nion  :  For  they  admitted  the  prefent  Circumftances 
did  call  ftrongly  for  his  Prefence  at  home,  and  for  the 
whole  Authority  of  Government :  And  they  alfo  off 
fered  to  be  at  the  Expence  of  fending  Commiffioners 

to 
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to  N .  Tork,  to  fupply  his  Place,  either  in  concluding  on 
the  Matters  propoled  by  the  Crown,  or  concerting 
Meafures  for  a  general  Treaty  with  the  Indians.  ‘  For, 
c  laid  they,  as  this  Province  always  has  been,  fo  we 
6  {till  are  ready  to  join  with  the  neighbouring  Colo- 
4  nies  in  any  Treaty  with  the  Indians ,  that  may  con- 
4  duce  to  the  general  Advantage  of  the  Britijh  Intereft, 
c  as  well  as,  at  our  own  Charge,  to  make  fuch  as  tend 
4  particularly  to  our  ow7n  Peace  and  Security/ 

A  noble  Declaration!  What  is  alone  fufficient  to 
lilence  all  the  Inveblives  which  have  been  fo  liberally 
bellowed  on  this  Province !  And  what,  in  modern 
Proprietary  Documents  and  the  Speeches  and  Mef- 
fages  of  Deputy  Governors,  it  would  be  very  hard  to 
match. 

Of  the  Strefs  in  this  MefTage,  however,  laid  on  the 
prefent  State  of  Indian  Affairs,  the  IToufe  took  the 
Advantage  to  recollebt  what  had  paffed  between  them 
and  the  Governor  in  Relation  to  the  Shawanefe  Com¬ 
plaint  •,  and  with  an  equal  Regard  to  Truth  and  Can¬ 
dour,  took  Occafion  in  a  MefTage  to  the  Governor,  to 
cxprefs  themfelves  upon  it  as  follows,  viz. 

4  May  it  pleafe  the  Governor , 

‘  We  have  confidered  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
c  of  the  Governor’s  Council,  to  which  he  is  pleafed 
c  to  refer  us  for  an  Anfwer  to  our  Enquiry,  relating 
4  to  a  Claim  of  the  Shawanefe  Indians,  on  the  Lands 
c  near  Conedoguinet .  We  are  far  from  defiring  to  juf- 
e  tify  thofe  Indians  in  their  late  Outrages  and  Murders 
c  committed  againfl  the  People  of  this  Province,  in 
c  Violation  of  the  mod  folemn  Treaties.  We  be- 
4  lieve  that  great  Care  has  generally  been  taken  to  do 
4  the  Indians  Juftice  by  the  Proprietaries  in  the  Pur- 
4  chafes  made  of  them,  and  in  all  our  other  publick 
4  Tranfablions  with  them  :  And  as  they  have  not  the 
4  fame  Ideas  of  legal  Property  in  Lands  that  we  have, 
4  and  fometimes  think  they  have  Right  when  in  Law 
c  they  have  none,  but  yet  are  cheaply  fatisfied  for 
f  their  fuppoled  as  weli  as  real  Rights,  we  think  our 

Pro- 
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‘  Proprietaries  have  done  wifely,  not  only  to  pur- 
e  chafe  their  Lands,  but  to  44  purchafe  them  more 
«  than  once,”  as  the  Governor  fays  they  have  done, 

‘  rather  than  have  any  Difference  with  them  on  that 
‘  Head,  or  give  any  Handle  to  the  Enemies  of  the 
4  Province  to  exafperate  thofe  People  againft  11s.  It 
4  appears  indeed,  from  the  Report ,  that  they  could 
4  have  but  a  (lender  Foundation  for  a  Claim  of  Sa- 
4  tisfadlion  for  thofe  Lands  ;  we  are  however  con- 
4  vinced,  by  original  Minutes  taken  by  one  of  the 
6  Commiffioners  at  the  Treaty  of  Carlijie ,  now  lying 
‘  before  us,  that  the  Shawanefe  Chiefs  mentioned  that 
c  Claim  of  theirs  to  the  Lands  in  Queftion  at  that 
4  Time,  and  were  promifed  that  the  Matter  fhould  be 
4  laid  before  the  Proprietaries.  It  was  after  the  pub- 
4  lick  general  Bufmefs  of  the  Treaty  was  over, 

‘  and  was  not  inferted  in  the  printed  Account 
4  of  the  Treaty,  perhaps  becaufe  it  was  thought 
4  to  relate  more  particularly  to  the  Proprietary 
4  than  to  the  Province  ;  and  one  of  the  Commii- 
4  fioners  being  himfelf  concerned  in  the  Proprietaries 
4  Affairs,  there  was  Reafon  to  believe  he  would  take 
4  Care  to  get  it  fettled  ;  and  doubtlefs  he  would  have 
4  done  fo,  had  he  not,  as  appears  by  the  Report,  en- 
4  tirely  forgot  the  whole  Tranfadtion.  We  are  for- 
4  ry  it  was  not  done,  though  probably  the  Inftigati- 
4  ons,  prefent  Situation  and  Power  of  the  French , 

4  might  have  been  fufficient  neverthelefs  to  have  enga- 
4  ged  thofe  Indians  in  the  War  againft  us.’ 

They  alfo  took  into  Con  fide  ration  the  Governor’s 

fAnfwers  to  their  feveral  Mefiages  in  Relation  to  the 
Bill  for  regulating  the  Indian  Trade  ;  and  refolved 
thereon,  cc  That  it  was  their  Opinion,  the  Governor 
had  evaded  giving  any  Anfwer,  or  offering  any  A- 
mendments  to  it,  that  it  might  be  tranfcribed  and 
fent  over  to  the  Proprietaries  for  their  Opinion  or 
Affect :  That  the  faid  Bill  was  of  great  Importance 
in  the  prefent  critical  Situation  of  Affairs  :  That  the 
Delay  or  Refufai  of  entering  into  the  Confideration 

thereof 
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thereof  at  that  Time  might  be  attended  with  very  ill 
Confequences  ;  and  that  tho!e  Confequences  would  L 
not  lie  at  their  Door.’*  i 

And  having  before  refolved  to  adjourn  till  the  firil  *j , 
of  March  enfuing,  they  moreover  took  upon  them  to 
provide  for  the  Subfiftence  of  certain  friendly  Indians  - 
fettled  near  their  Frontiers  in  the  mean  while. 

Nor  was  this  all  :  For  the  Incidents  of  the  Sefiion 
having  fine  wn,  that  it  was  high  Time  for  the  Afiem- 
bly  to  affert  their  own  Authority,  as  far  forth  at  leaft, 
as  the  Fadtions  and  Intrigues  of  the  Province  at  that 
Time  fubfifting  would  permit,  they  called  for  the 
Report  of  their  Committee  appointed  to  fit  on  the 
feveral  irregular  and  improper  Applications  which 
had  been  made  to  them  during  the  SelTion  ;  and  hav-  \ 
ing  duly  conlidered  it,  ordered  it  to  be  entered  on  :  j 

the  Minutes  of  the  Houfe. 

Every  body  knows,  that  the  Reports  of  Commit¬ 
tees  can  confift  of  Opinions  only  :  And  thefe  Gentle¬ 
men  gave  it  as  theirs,  “  That  tho’  it  was  the  undoubt¬ 
ed  Right  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Province,  not  only 
to  petition,  but  even  to  advife  their  Reprefentatives 
on  fuitable  Occafions,  yet  all  Applications  whatever 
to  the  Houfe,  ought  to  be  refpeftful,  decent,  perti¬ 
nent,  and  founded  in  Truth.” 

“  That  the  Petition  of  Moore  and  his  thirty-five 
Followers  concerning  unnecejfary  Difputes  with  the 
Governor,  when  no  Dilputes  had  been  begun  ;  and 
infinuating,  that  the  Floufe  had  neglefted  the  Secu¬ 
rity  of  the  Province  from  confcientious  Scruples, 
was  founded  on  Mi  ft  .'ikes  and  Mifapprehenfions  of 
Fabls  and  Circumftances.”  [They  might  have  faid 
much  more  if  they  had  thought  proper.] 

“  That  the  Petition  intituled,  An  Addrefs  of  cer¬ 
tain  People  called  Quakers  in  Behalf  of  themfelves 
and  others ,  (ligned  by  Anthony  Morris  and  twenty-two 
others)  fo  far  as  it  engaged  for  any  more  than  them¬ 
felves,  and  infinuated  they  would  be  under  a  Necef- 
fity  of  fujfering  rather  than  paying  for  other  than  peace¬ 
able  Meafures,  had,  notwithftanding  the  Decency  of 
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Its  Language,  affumed  a  greater  Right  than  they 
were  inverted  with,  and,  forafmuch  as  the  faid  Peti¬ 
tioners  had  not  duly  confidered  former  Precedents, 
efpecially  the  Grant  of  2000 1.  to  the  Crown  in  the  Year 
iy  11  was  an  unadvifed  and  indifcreet  Application  to 
the  Houfe  at  that  Time.” 

“  That  the  Reprefentation  from  the  Mayor  of  Phi¬ 
ladelphia ,  and  133  others,  faid  to  be  of  the  principal 
Inhabitants,  but  in  Reality  a  great  Part  of  them  not 
Fre  E-holders,  many  of  them  Strangers  and  0  If  cure 
Perfons,  and  fome  of  them  under  Age ,  as  it  charged 
the  Houfe  with  not  having  a  proper  Concern  for  the 
Lives  of  the  Inhabitants,  and  dictated,  in  a  haughty 
peremptory  Manner,  to  the  reprefentative  Body  of 
the  whole  People,  what  Laws  to  make,  and  thieatened 
to  force  a  Compliance,  (Ac.  if  its  Commands  were 
not  obeyed,  was  a  Paper  extremely  preiuming,  inde¬ 
cent,  iniolent,  and  improper  •,  and  that  the  faid  Mayor , 
by  becoming  a  Promoter  and  Ringleader  of  luch  an 
Infult  on  that  Part  of  the  Government,  and  by  his 
Authority,  Arts,  and  Influence,  drawing  in  fo  many 
indifcreet  or  unwary  Perfons  to  be  Partakers  with 
him  therein,  had  exceedingly  mifbehaved  himfelf,  and 
failed  greatly  in  the  Doty  oi  his  Station;  — -Expref- 
fions  equally  applicable  to  the  Governor  himfelf  as 
chief  Magiftrate  •,  if  the  Mayor  in  all  this,  only  added 
as  a  Tool  of  his. 

And  upon"  the  whole,  That  the  faid  Paper 
ought  to  be  rejected.” 

Thus  ended  this  memorable  Seflion,  on  the  3d  of 
December  $  and  that  Day  Two  Months,  inftead  or  that 
Day  Three  Months,  which  was  the  Time  prefixed  by 
their  own  Adjournment,  the  Governor,  having,  in 
that  Interval,  left  his  Province,  in  Order  to  attend 
the  military  Congrefs  at  A ew-l  ork ,  notwithftanding 
the  Preventives  thrown  as  above  by  the  Affembly 
in  his  Way,  thought  fit  to  convene  them  again ;  and 
by  the  Medium  of  a  written  Meflfage  in  the  ufual 
Form,  told  them,  “  That  he  had  called  them  toge¬ 
ther  to  confider  of  the  Plan  of  Operations,  concert- 
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ed,  in  the  late  Council  of  War  held  at  that  Place  for 
the  Security  of  his  Majefty’s  Dominions  on  the  Con¬ 
tinent  :  That  he  had  direded  the  faid  Plan  to  be  laid 
before  them,  under  a  Recommendation  of  Secrefy, 
that  no  Part  of  it  might  be  buffered  to  tranfpire  : 
That  the  many  Encroachments  of  the  French ,  &c. 
Efficiently  ffiewed  what  they  had  farther  to  exped, 
if  they  did  not  by  an  united,  vigorous,  and  fteddy 
Exertion  of  their  Strength  diflodge,  and  confine  them 
within  their  own  juft  Bounds  :  That  he  was  perfuaded 
this  would  be  found  the  beft  Way  of  providing  for 
their  own  Security,  and  that,  therefore,  he  muft  re¬ 
commend  it  to  them  to  grant  him  fuch  Supplies ,  as 
might  enable  him  toffurnifh  what  was  expeded  from 
that  Province  towards  the  general  Service  :  That  they 
muft  be  fenfible  their  Succefs  would  very  much  de¬ 
pend  on  their  being  early  in  Motion  and  that  he 
made  no  Doubt,  they  would  ule  the  greateft  Dili- 
o-ence  and  Difpatch  in  whatever  Meafures  their  Zeal 
tor  the  public  Caufe  might  induce  them  to  take  upon 
the  prefent  Occafion  :  1  hat  every  Thing  poffihle  had 
been  done  for  the  Security  of  the  Province :  That  a 
Chain  of  Forts  and  Block-houfes,  extending  from 
the  River  Delaware  along  the  Kittatinny  Hills  [where 
he  had  formerly  faid  the  1500  French  and  Indians  had 
taken  Poll  in  their  Way  to  Philadelphia ]  to  the  Mary¬ 
land-Line ,  was  then  almoft  complete  :  That  they  vvere 
placed  at  the  moft  important  Paffes,  at  convenient 
Diftances,  and  were  all  garriioned  with  Detachments 
in  the  Pay  of  the  Province ,  and  he  believed,  in  cafe 
the  Officers  and  Men  pofted  in  them  did  their  Duty, 
they  would  prove  a  Efficient  Protection  againft  fuch 
Parties  as  had  hitherto  appeared  on  their  Borders  : 
That  he  had  direded  the  Minutes  of  the  feveral  Con¬ 
ferences  field  with  the  Indians ,  and  other  Papeis  relat¬ 
ing  to  Indian  Affairs  (by  which  it  appeared  that  the 
Bulk  of  the  Indians  living  on  the  Sufquebanna ,  were 
not  only  in  the  French  Sntereft,  but  deaf  to  all  the' 
Inftances  of  the  Six  Nations  thereon)  to  be  kid  before 
them  :  That  the  Heads  of  thofe  Nations  had  been 

convened 
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convened  by  the  timely  Care  of  General  Shirley ,  and 
were  then  met  in  Council  to  treat  on  thofe  and  other 
Matters :  That  he  was  informed,  they  were  lb  much 
idilpleafed  with  the  ConduCt  of  the  Delawares  and 
; Shawanefe^  that  they  feemed  inclinable  to  take  up  the 
i Hatchet  againft  them  *,  and  that  he  hoped  the  Warmth 
v/ith  which  General  Shirley  had  recommended  this 
Matter  to  them,  would  induce  them  to  adt  vigoroufly 
on  this  Occafion.” 

Connection  is  not  to  be  expeCted  in  this  Gentle¬ 
man’s  Proceedings  :  His  Congrefs  we  have  already  feen 
converted  into  a  Council  of  IVar^  inftead  of  a  general 
treaty  with  the  Indians  he  brings  back  a  Plan  of  mi¬ 
litary  Operations:  And  while  the  Levies  were  ac¬ 
tually  making  of  the  60,000 /.  juft  given,  for  the 
l Defence  of  the  Province,  he  calls  tipon  them  for  a  Sup¬ 
ply,  towards  an  Offenfive  War. 

By  the  Plan  fettled  among  the  Governors  at  their 
late  Council,  which  is  now  in  Print,  the  Colonies 
were  to  raife  10,250  Men,  to  be  employed  in  two  Bo¬ 
dies  againft  the  French  Settlements  on  the  Lake  Ontario , 
and  Crown-Point  \  and  of  thefe  1500  were  to  be  fup- 
plied  by  Penjylvania . 

The  Governor,  however,  did  not  think  it  expe¬ 
dient  to  pufh  this  Demand  in  the  cavalier  Manner  he 
had  hitherto  pradtifed ;  probably  convinced  that  it 
was  what  the  Province  neither  would  or  could  com¬ 
ply  with  5  and  that  confeaAuently  he  fhould  only  draw 
down  fo  much  the  more  Odium  on  himfelf. 

Befides :  The  Aflembly  was  fcarce  met,  before  a 
Circumftance  occurred,  which,  tho’  of  an  a; moll 
private  Nature,  ferved  to  evince  the  Truth  of  what 
has  been  juft  infinuated. 

The  feveral  Recruiting  Parties  diftributed  through 
the  Province  by  the  Order  of  General  Shirley ,  had 
renewed  the  old  Practice  of  enlifting  pur chafed  oer- 
vants  :  The  Perfons  thus  deprived  of  their  Property 
brought  their  Complaints  before  the  Aflembly  :  The 
Aflfembly  not  only  received  the  Petitioners  favourably, 
but  alfo  efpoufed  their  Caufe  in  the  ftrongeft  I  erms 

Y  W 
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to  the  Governor  :  And  as  their  Addrefs  on  this  Oc*' 
cafion,  contains  fuch  a  State  both  of  the  Province 
and  its  Condudt,  as  will  ferve  to  make  the  Reader 
equally  acquainted  with  both,  the  moft  material  Pa¬ 
ragraphs  are  here  adjoined. 

U 

*  We  prefume  that  no  one  Colony  on  the  Continent  : 

*  has  afforded  more  free  Recruits  to  the  King’s  Forces 

4  than  Penfyhania ;  Men  have  been  raifed  here  in 

4  great  Numbers  for  Shirley’s  and  Pepper  ell’s  Regi-ii 
4  ments,  for  Halkei’s  and  Dunbar’s ,  for  the  New  York 
4  and  Carolina  independent  Companies,  for  Nova-Sco-.q 
4  tia,  and  even  for  the  Weft- India  Iflands.  By  this,  and  ! 
4  the  Neceffity  we  are  under  of  keeping  up  a  large  c 
4  Body  of  Men  to  defend  our  own  extenfive  Fron- 
4  tiers,  we  are  drained  of  our  hired  Labourers  j  andf 
4  as  this  Province  has  but  few  Slaves,  we  are  now 

*  obliged  to  depend  principally  upon  our  Servants  toil 

4  affift  us  in  tilling  our  Lands.  If  thefe  are  taken  i: 
‘  from  us,  we  are  at  a  Lofs  to  conceive  how  the  Pro- ; 
4  vifions  that  may  be  expedted  out  of  this  Province  i 
c  another  Year,  for  the  Support  of  the  King’s  Ar-  ( 
4  mies,  are  to  be  raifed.  ji 

.  4  We  conceive  that  this  Province  could  not  pof- 1 
4  fibly  have  furnifhed  the  great  Numbers  of  Men  and  § 
4  Quantity  of  Provifions  it  has  done  for  the  King’s  I 
4  Service,  had  it  not  been  for  our  conftant  Practice  i 
4  of  importing  and  purchafmg  Servants  to  affift  us  in  : 
4  our  Labour.  Many  of  thefe,  when  they  become 

4  free,  fettle  among  us,  raife  Families,  add  to  the 
4  Number  of  our  People,  and  cultivate  more  Land-, 

4  and  many  others  who  do  not  fo  fettle  are  ready  and  t 
4  fit  to  take  Arms  when  the  Crown  calls  for  Sol- 
4  diers.  But  if  the  Poffeffion  of  a  bought  Servant,  i 
4  after  Purchafe  made,  is  thus  rendered  precarious,  ] 
4  and  he  may  at  any  Time  be  taken  away  from  his 
4  Matter  at  the  Pleafure  of  a  Recruiting  Officer,  per-  1 
4  haps  when  moft  wanted,  in  the  midft  of  Harveft  ; 
4  or  of  Seed-time,  or  in  any  other  Hurry  of  Bufinefs, 

4  when  another  cannot  be  provided  to  fupply  his  Place,  1 

4  the 


Robert  H.  Morris,  Efq.  Dep.  Governor.  323 

■  the  Purehafe,  and  of  Courfe  the  Importation,  of 
;  Servants  will  be  difcouraged,  and  the  People  driven 
■  ‘  to  the  Neceffity  of  providing  themfelves  with  Ne- 
j  gfoe  Slaves,  as  the  Property  in  them  and  their  Ser¬ 
vice  feems  at  prefent  more  fecure.  „  Thus  the- 
Growth  of  the  Country  by  Increafe  of  white  Inha- 
'[  bitants  will  be  prevented,  the  Province  weakened 
1  rather  than  ftrengthened  (as  every  Slave  may  be 
reckoned  a  domeftick  Enemy)  one  great  and  con- 
ftant  Source  of  Recruits  be  in  a  great  Meafure  cut 
off,  and  Penfylvania  boon  be  unable  to  afford  more 
j  Men  for  tire  King’s  Service,  than  the  Slave  Colo- 
i  nies  now  do/ 

i 

They  alfo  accompanied  this  Addrefs  with  anExtrad 
f  a  Letter  from  General  Shirley  to  Col.  Dunbar ,  in 
diich  he  declares  himfelf  convinced,  that  the  in¬ 
king  of  Apprentices  and  indented  Servants  would 
jreatly  differve  his  Majefty’s  Intereft,  as  well  as  be 
1  m°ft  Cafes  grievous  to  the  Subject,  and  in  the 
rongeft  Manner  recommends  it  to  him  to  avoid 
oing  it.  ^ 

Even  the  Governor  himfelf  iri  his  Anfwer  acknow- 
idged  the  Fact ;  admitted  it  to  be  a  great  Hardfhip, 
id  an  unequal  Burden  upon  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
jrovince  j  but,  inftead  of  iffuing  his  Proclamation, 
riftly  charging  and  commanding  all  Officers  civil 
id  military  to  be  aiding  and  affilting  to  the  Inhabi¬ 
ts,  in  fecuring  or  recovering  their  Servants  when 
*y  Attempt  ffiould  be  made  to  force  them  away,  as 
auired  by  the  Affembly,  told  them  the  Courts  were 
j'tn,  and  that  the  Injured  might  there  fue  out  his 
emedy  by  due  Courfe  of  Law. 
fie  alfo  fignified,  that GznzxAShirley had  riowalteied 
>  Opinion,  and  iifued  Orders  different  from  thofe  he 
d  before  given  to  Col.  Dunbar.  And  in  effect,  a 
kter  from  the  Laid  General  in  Anfwer  to  one  of  the 
^vernor’s,  was  foon  after  communicated  -t<b  the  Af- 
fffily,  in  which  he  pleads  the  Neceffities  of  t*he'Sdr- 
:e  for  a  Continuance  of  the  Pradice  j  and  in  Jufti- 

Y  2  fication 
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fication  of  it,  cites  the  Authority  of  his  own  Govern- 
ment,  “  where  it  was  common,  he  faid,  to  imprefr 
both  indented  Servants  and  others  for  garrifoning  the 
Frontier  Towns,  where  they  often  remained  fever  a 
Tears:’ 

And  his  thus  renouncing  his  former  Convidlion ,  is  fc, 
much  the  more  remarkable,  becaufe  the  Province  hai 
recently  made  his  Troops  a  voluntary  Prefent  o 
warm  Waiftcoats,  Stockings,  and  Mittens ;  and  ii 
his  Letter  of  Acknowledgment  (dated  but  five  Day 
before  that  to  the  Governor)  to  the  Affembly,  addreffe< 
to  one  of  the  Members,  he  exprefies  himfelf  as  follows 


‘lam  now.  Sir,  to  acquaint  you,  that  I  have  or 
dered  a  Diftribution  of  the  Cloathing,  and  to  de 
fire  the  Favour  of  you  to  make  my  Acknowledg 
ments  to  the  Affembly  for  this  fecond  Inftance  c 


their  public  Spirit  and  Zeal  for  his  Majefty’s  Set 
vice,  and  the  general  Good  of  thefe  Colonies,  give 
by  them  in  the  Expedition  againft  Crown-Point . 

‘  I  cannot  but  hope  that  fo  laudable  an  Examp! 
will  infpire  the  other  Colonies  with  the  like  Spirit 
fo  necefiary  at  this  critical  Conjunfture  for  putting 
Stop  to  the  Invafions  and  Devaluations  of  the  Frenc 
and  their  Indians  within  our  Borders,  and  placing 
the  Britifh  Northern  Colonies  in  a  State  of  Securit 
againft  the  Attempts  which,  from  the  Armamer 
fent  the  laft  Year  from  France ,  and  their  know 
Defigns,  we  have  the  utmoft  Reafon  to  expeft  the 
will  pufh  this  Year;  and  that  it  will  continue  totf 
nimate  the  Government  of  Penfylvania  in  the  conf 
mon  Caufe,  as  it  hath  hitherto  done,  fo  highly  t; 
their  Advantage. 

*  Be  pleafed  likewife,  to  allure  them,  Sir,  that !! 
(hall  not  be  wanting  in  making  a  juft  Reprefentatio1 
to  his  Majefly  of  thefe  Marks  of  their  Zeal  for  th 
Service  of  their  King  and  Country,  and  doing  ever 
Thing  in  my  Power  for  the  Service  of  the  Prc 
vince.’ 
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It  is  indeed  remarkable  of  Penfylvania ,  that  tho* 
reprefented  and  treated  by  its  Enemies,  as  if  it  was 
the  barren  Fig-Tree,  Applications  were  continually 
made  to  it  on  all  Sides,  as  if  it  was  capable  of  fur- 
nilhing  all  Demands  and  incapable  of  refufing  any. 

His  Majefty  having  gracioufly  ordered  a  confidera- 
ble  Prefent  to  be  fent  to  New -York  for  the  Six  Nations  *, 
and  Sir  Charles  Hardy ,  Governor  of  that  Province, 
being  foon  to  hold  a  Meeting  with  them,  in  order  to 
the  Diftribution,  Penfylvania  was  called  upon  to  follow 
the  Example  of  New-York  in  making  fome  Addition 
to  it :  And  Governor  Morris  was  prevailed  upon  by 
Governor  Hardy  to  make  the  Demand  accordingly. 

Nor  was  the  Affembly  averfe  to  it  :  The  Province 
had  Agents  at  that  very  Time  with  Sir  William  John- 
to  found  the  Difpofition  of  thole  Nations  to¬ 
wards  them,  and  as  Sir  Charles  Hardy's,  Meeting  was 
hot  to  take  Place  till  towards  the  End  of  March ,  and 
the  Governor’s  Meffage  was  dated  February  16,  they 
apprehended  that  no  Inconveniencies  could  enfue  from 
their  not  giving  a  determinate  Anfwer  till  the  Return 
pf  thofe  Agents,  which  was  very  foon  expe&ed. 

And  in  the  mean  Time,  as  the  Governor  could  not 
mention  Indian  Affairs,  to  them,  without  putting 
frhem  in  mind  of  the  Bill,  which  had  been  fo  long  in 
his  Hands  for  regulating  the  Indian  Trade,  they  again 
palled  upon  him  to  take  it  into  Confideration. 

They  had  now  fat  a  full  Month;  and  had  received 
a  Meffage  from  him,  recommending  a  Stop  to  be  put 
to  the  Exportation  of  Provifionsfrom  fome  ill- ground¬ 
ed  Aprrehenfions  of  a  Scarcity,  which  they  had  un¬ 
der  Confideration  :  They  were  alfo  deeply  engaged 
in  a  Bill  for  the  better  Regulation  of  their  Forces, 
and  they  had  fent  up  another  for  continuing  the  Ex- 
cife,  when  the  Governor  was  pleafed  to  return  both 
that  and  the  Indian  Trade  Bill,  with  feveral  propofed 
Amendments ;  and  a  Notice,  “  That  his  Majefty’a 
Service  requiring  his  Prefence  at  New-Cafile ,  he  in¬ 
tended  to  fet  out  for  that  Place  on  the  Morrow,  or 
next  Day  after.’ 

if"-''  Y  3  To 
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To  redeem  Time,  therefore,  the  faid  Amendments 
were  immediately  difcuiTed,  and  upon  the  Queftion  „ 
rejected  •,  of  which  they  apprized  him  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  brief  and  fenfible  Manner.  t 

c  May  it  pleafe  the  Governor , 

6  The  Excife  Bill  now  offered  the  Governor  for  his  i 
‘  Affent,  being  free  of  all  Objedions  as  to  Royal  In- , 
‘  ftru&ions,  or  Ads  of  Parliament,  and  the  fame  that 
4  has  heretofore  repeatedly  received  the  Royal  Affent  *, 

4  and  no  Reafon  appearing  to  the  Houle  why  the, 
4  Change  fhould  be  made  that  is  propofed  by  the 
4  Governor’s  Amendment,  they  therefore  unanimoufly  ] 
4  adhere  to  the  Bill,  and  defire  it  may  receive  his  Af- 
f  fent  as  it  now  ftands. 

4  The  Bill  for  regulating  the  Indian  Trade,  being 
*  an  Imitation  of  the  Law  for  the  fame  Purpofe, 

4  found  fo  beneficial  by  long  Pradice  and  Experience] 
4  in  the  Province  of  the  Majfachufetts,  the  Ploufe  do, 
4  alfo  adhere  to  that  Bill  as  it  ftands  j  and  requeft  the 
?  Governor  would  be  pleafed  to  re-confider  his  A-, 
4  mendments.5  , 

Of  this  the  Governor  toot  no  Notice,  but  proceed- j 
ed  to  Newcaflle ,  as  he  had  before  intimated  he  would  :r 
And  the  Afiembly  having  at  laft  conquered  the  Dif¬ 
ficulties  railed  among  themfelves,  and  palled  their  ( 
Bill  for  regulating  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  in  the  Ser-  ( 
vice  and  Pay  of  the  Province,  adjourned  to  the  5th  of  1 
April  then  next  enfuing.  , 

As  this  Adjournment  was  fo  very  fhort,  the  Mem-, 
hers  were  permitted  to  have  the  full  Benefit  of  it :  r 
But  when  they  met  again  new  Troubles  arofe  ;  not  to 
fay  were  prepared  for  them.  >  , 

Sir  William  Jobnfotfs  Treaty  with  the  Six  Nations 
was  laid  before  them  :  And  they  found  the  Governor 
ftrongiy  determined  to  involve  the  Province  in  an  In¬ 
dian  War  with  the  Delawares  and  Shawanefe  j  which  * 
a  very  confiderable  Part  of  the  Province,  from  Prm-i 


Robert  H.  Morris,  Efq.  Dep.  Governor.  327 

ciples  of  Prudence,  as  well  as  Scruples  of  Confcience, 
moll  earneftly  defired  to  avoid. 

The  Affair  was  foon  taken  into  Consideration  ;  and 
the  Houfe  appeared  to  be  far  from  unanimous  upoa 

it:  Some,  from  the  Papers  laid  before  them,  finding 

Reafon  to  believe,  that  an  Accommodation  might  ftiil 
be  e  fire  died,  were  for  addreffing  the  Governor  to  fuf- 
pend  his  Purpofe  for  fome  Time  longer  •,  and  others 
had  Influence  enough  to  poflpone  the  Debate,  and 
thereby  prevent  their  coming  to  any  Conclufion  upon 
the  Queflion  at  all. 

The  I  flues  of  War  and  Peace,  they  might  proba-  * 
bly  argue,  were,  folely,  in  the  Executive :  and  con¬ 
sequently  the  Executive  was  alone  to  be  anfwerable  for 
theUfes  made  of  them. 

But  whatever  their  Arguments  were,  whatever  Ef¬ 
fect  they  had  within  Doors,  the  fame  Difference  of 
Opinion  ftiil  remained  without.  On  one  hand,  fome 
of  the  People  called  Quakers,  refiding  in  the  City  of 
Philadelphia ,  on  Behalf  of  themfelves  and  many  o- 
thers,  prefentgd  Petitions  both  to  the  Governor  and 
the  Houfe,  full  of  Exhortations  to  purfue  pacific 
Meafures  with  thefe  Savages,  and  to  preferve  the  Pro¬ 
vince,  if  poflible,  from  the  Calamities  of  an  Indian 
War:  And,  on  the  other,  the  Governor  informed  the 
Houfe,  that  a  Number  of  People  from  the  Back- 
Counties  had  refolved  on  a  Meeting,  in  order  to  pro¬ 
ceed  in  a  Body  to  make  fome  Demands  of  the  Legis¬ 
lature  then  fitting  ;  and,  after  having  made  a  Merit 
of  his  Information,  added,  “  That,  by  the  Advice  of 
the  Council,  he  fhould  give  immediate  Orders  to  the 
Provincial  and  other  Magiftrates,  to  ufe  their  utmoft 
Endeavours  to  prevent  the  Mifchiefs  which  might  at¬ 
tend  fo  extraordinary  a  Procedure.” 

The  Houfe,  however,  preferved  their  Equanimity 
on  this  Occafion  :  Surprize  they  did  exprefs,  that, 
having  in  all  Refpefts  demonftrated  fo  much  Care  and 
Concern  for  the  Security  of  the  Province,  any  of  the 
People  fhould  meditate  Mifchief  againft  them :  But, 
inftead  of  difcovering  any  Fear,  they  announced  the 

Y  4  Caws. 
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Laws  of  the  Province  againft  Rioters,  and  accompa¬ 
nied  their  Thanks  to  the  Governor  for  his  Intelligence, 
with  a  Requeft,  That  he  would  lay  before  them  what 
Informations  he  had  received  concerning  their  Views 
or  Defigns,  or  wherein  they  had  apprehended  them- 
felves  to  be  either  negledted  or  aggrieved: — Which 
Requeft  he  never  thought  fit  to  comply  with. 

It  may  indeed  be  collefted,  that  thefe  Infurgents 
were  as  ftrenuous  for  War,  as  the  Quietijls  were  for 
Peace  ;  and  that  the  Governor  took  Advantage  of 
this  very  Incident  to  declare  War  againft  the  Dela- 
wares  and  Shawanefe ,  and  offer  Rewards  for  taking 
Prifoners  and  Scalps,  which  he  did  immediately 
thereon. —He  alfo  gave  notice,  in  Form,  of  the  fame 
to  the  Affembly,  urging  the  many  and  great  Cruel¬ 
ties  on  his  Majefty’s  Subjects  within  the  Province,  as 
the  Caufe  ;  and  concluded  his  Meffagc  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  Terms  : 

‘  But  as  great  Part  of  the  Sixty  'Iboufand  Pounds  is 
c  already  expended,  and  what  remains  will  very  foon 
e  be  confumed  in  maintaining  the  Troops  polled  on 
c  the  Frontiers,  and  other  neceffary  Services,  I  recom- 
c  mend  it  to  you,  Gentlemen,  to  grant  fuch  farther 

Supplies,  as  may  be  neceffary  to  carry  on  the  War 
6  with  Vigour,  upon  the  Succefs  of  which  the  future 
4  Peace  and  Safety  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province 
4  will  very  much  depend.’ 

I  he  fame  Day  he  alfo  informed  them,  44  That  the 
Indians  which  had  fo  long  fubfifted  on  the  Bounty  of 
the  Province  (inftead  of  taking  Part  in  this  new  War) 
were  on  the  Point  of  removing  with  their  Families 
(he  was  fearful,  on  fome  Difcontent,  tho’  he  knew  of 
no  Reafon)  into  tne  Country  of  the  Six  Nations  ;  and 
had  demanded  of  him  the  neceffary  Conveyances  and 
Paffports.’’  And  he  added,  “  That  if  they  could  not 
be  prevailed  on  to  a<ft  with  the  Englifh,  which  he  had 
dire&ed  the  Interpreter  to  endeavour,  it  would  be  ne- 
jceffary  to  reward  the  two  Partizans  amongft  them 
{  Scarroyady  and  Montour )  to  their  Satisfaction  for  their  I 
Trouble  and  Service,  to  fend  the  others  away  well  fa- 

tisfed. 
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tisfied,  and  to  give  thofe  that  fhould  continue  good  En¬ 
couragement.” 

The  Houfe,  in  Anfwer,  fignified  in  Subftance, 

64  That  their  late  Supply  of  60,000/.  had  fully  ena¬ 
bled  the  Governor,  and  the  Commiffioners  who  were 
joined  with  him  for  the  Difpoficion  of  it,  to  do  all 
that  was  defired,  or  neceffary  to  be  done  :  That  if 
great  Part  of  that  Supply,  fo  lately  granted,  was  al¬ 
ready  expended,  and  the  reft  would  foon  be  fo,  they 
knew  of  no  Remedy  :  But  that  as  the  Affeflment  for 
finking  the  Bills  of  Credit  iffued  in  Purfuance  of  the 
faid  Adt  had  not  as  yet  been  laid  or  levied,  as  a  great 
Part  of  the  Money  was  ftill  in  Hand,  and  as  they 
were  foon  to  meet  again  upon  the  Adjournment,  then 
fo  neceffary  to  their  private  Affairs,  having  waited 
long  for  the  Governor’s  Anfwer  to  their  Bills,  they 
could  not  think  it  would  be  of  Ufe  at  that  Time  to 
lay  an  additional  Load  of  Taxes  on  the  Inhabitants: 
They  concluded  with  an  earneft  Recommendation  of 
the  Bill  for  regulating  the  Indian  Trade,  as  a  Bill  of 
great  Importance  for  conciliating  the  Minds  of  the  In¬ 
dians  yet  unfixed  in  their  Refolutions,  and  confirm¬ 
ing  thofe  already  in  Alliance  with  them,  by  fupplying 
them  with  fuch  Goods  and  other  Things  they  might 
have  Occafion  for,  on  the  eafieft  Terms,  at  the  Charge 
and  under  the  Infpedtion  of  the  Government.” — And, 
in  a  feparate  Meffage  fent  at  the  fame  Time,  they  far¬ 
ther  gave  him  to  underftand,  44  That,  having  feri- 
oufly  deliberated  on  his  Meffage  for  putting  a  Stop  to 
the  Exportation  of  Provifions,  ever  fince  they  had  re¬ 
ceived  it,  and  made  a  full  Enquiry  into  the  Circum- 
ftances  of  the  Country,  they  had  Reafon  to  hope  that, 
under  the  common  Courfe  of  God’s  good  Providence, 
no  confiderable  Danger  or  Inconvenience  could  arife 
from  continuing  to  leave  their  Ports  ftill  open  till 
their  next  Meeting  :  As  alfo.  That  they  propofed  to 
adjourn  till  the  24th  of  the  Month  next  enfuing.” 

The  Return  to  this  was.  That  the  Governor  4  had 
£  no  Obje&ion  to  the  propofed  Time  of  Adjourn- 
f  ment :  That  he  thought,  with  the  Houfe,  there  was 
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4  no  immediate  Neceflity  for  laying  an  Embargo  on 
c  Provifions:  That  he  ftiould  lay  before  the  Com- 
4  miffioners  the  Affair  of  the  Indians  now  in  Town, 
4  and  endeavour  to  fend  them  away  well  fatisfied  : 
4  That  he  expe&ed  the  Houle  would  have  made  feme 
4  Preparations  for  executing  the  Plan  of  Operations 
6  for  the  enfuing  Campaign,  but  as  they  had  not,  it 
4  muff  lie  upon  them  :  That  as  to  the  Indian  Trade, 
4  and  Excife  Bills,  he  fhould  confiderthem  againft  the 
4  next  Meeting  :  And  laftly.  That  he  thought  it  pro- 
4  per  to  mention  to  the  Houfe  by  their  Meffengers, 
4  that  although  he  had  had  more  Burdens  laid  upon 
4  him  than  any  of  his  Predeceffors  in  the  fame  Time, 
4  yet  he  had  received  lefs  from  the  Houfe  than  any  of 
4  them.’ 

Laftly,  Fhe  Houfe  taking  into  Confideration  what 
the  Governor  had  faid  relating  to  their  not  havino- 
made  Preparations  for  executing  the  Plan  of  Operati¬ 
ons  for  the  enfuing  Campaign, Refolved,  in  thefe  Words, 

4  That  as  this  Province  has  received  no  Affiftanc? 

4  from  our  Mother  Country,  and  as  we  have  already 
4  expended  large  Sums  of  Money  for  the  raffing  and 
4  fupporting  a  confiderable  Body  of  Men  for  the  De- 
4  fence  of  our  extenfive  Frontiers  agarnft  the  continu- 
c  ed  Depredations  and  Encroachments  of  a  fa v age 
c  and  mercilefs  Enemy,  befides  what  has  been  expend- 
4  ed  in  maintaining  the  Friendly  Indians ,  French  Neu- 
4  tra Is,  and  in  other  Purpofes  for  the  King’s  Service, 

4  which  Expences  are  likely  to  be  continued  for  fonie 
4  Time,  the  Houfe  are  of  Opinion,  that  the  prelent 
4  Circumftances  of  the  Province  will  not  now  admit 
4  of  their  going  into  any  Preparations  for  executing 
4  the  aforefaid  Plan  of  Operations ;  and  that  it  would 
4  be  not  only  imprafticable,  but  very  imprudent,  at 
4  a  Time  the  Country  is  fo  greatly  diftreffed  by  the 
unjuftinable  T  aking  of  indented  Servants,  and  fo 
4  many  of  our  Freemen  are  inlifted  and  gone  away,  to 
n-nd  lo  great  a  Proportion  of  Men  as  is  demanded  of 
*  us  to  lb  great  a  Diil  ance,  and  thereby  deprive  our- 

4  (elves 
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5  felves  of  their  A  pittance,  which  we  have  too  much 

6  Reafon  to  think  we  fhall  foon  have  Occafion  for/ 
Thefe  were  the  Tranfadtions  of  April  1 6th  :  And, 

as  the  Reader  will  obferve  no  Notice  was  taken  of 
the  Governor’s  Remonflrance  concerning  himfelf,  he 
will  from  thence,  perhaps,  be  led  to  account  for  his 
re-convening  them  fo  foon  afterwards  as  the  10th  of 
May  he  being  then  abfent  at  a  Place  called  Harris’s 
Ferry ,  and  having  nothing  more  prefling  to  lay  before 
them,  than  what  is  contained  in  the  following  Abf- 
trablof  his  Melfage  to  them  upon  that  Occafion  :  To 
wit, 

tc  That  the  People  of  the  Frontier  Counties  weft- 
ward  having  loft  great  Numbers  of  their  fighting  Men, 
and  the  Remainder  being  either  driven  from  their 
Habitations,  or  worn  out  with  Fatigue,  there  was  the 
greateft  Reafon  to  apprehend ,  the  next  Attack  would 
produce  the  intire  Evacuation  of  the  two  next  Coun¬ 
ties,  York  and  Cumberland :  That  the  Confederation  of 
this  deplorable  and  dangerous  Situation  of  thofe  Coun¬ 
ties,  which  the  moft  confnlerable  of  their  Inhabitants 
had,  in  the  moft  affedling  Manner,  laid  before  him, 
had  induced  him  to  call  them  together  ;  that  the  beft 
and  fpeedieft  Means  might  be  taken  to  prevent,  if 
poffible,  farther  Defolation  :  That  the  Law  for  efta- 
biilhing  a  voluntary  Militia  had  contributed  very  lit¬ 
tle,  if  any  Thing,  to  the  Defence  of  the  Frontier: 
That  he  had  obferved  it  was  defective  when  he  pafied 
it,  and  that  it  required  fo  much  Time  to  carry  it  into 
Execution,  that  nothing  good  was  to  be  expedled 
from  it :  That,  though  many  Companies  had  been 
formed  under  it,  yet,  for  Want  of  fufficient  Power 
lodged  in  him  tp  order  them  to  the  Frontiers ,  they 
were,  as  to  that  moft  material  Service,  entirely  ufe- 
lefs  :  That  he  mu  ft  therefore  recommend  it  to  them 
to  form  fuch  a  Militia  as  might  be  juft,  equal,  and 
carried  into  immediate  Execution,  fo  as  that  he  might 
be  able  to  draw  the  Strength  of  the  Province  to  fuch 
Parts  as  flood  moft  in  need  of  it ;  and  the  whole  Bur¬ 
den  of  defending  the  Province  might  not  fall  too 
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heavily  on  the  few  Inhabitants  whofe  Circumftances 
obliged  them  to  remain  in  the  Back-Counties :  That, 
as  by  the  lateffc  Accounts  from  Europe ,  a  confiderable 
Armament  from  France  was  to  be  expefted  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  now  to  become  the  Seat  of  War,  and,  as  the 
Enemy  would  in  fuch  Cafe  depend  upon  being  ap¬ 
plied  with  Provisions  from  the  King’s  Colonies,  by 
the  Intervention  of  the  Dutch ,  he  conceived  a  general 
Embargo  would  be  neceffary  ;  and  that  it  Should  be 
rendered  effectual  by  fome  fuch  fpecial  Law  as  Should 
be  thought  necejfary  by  himfelf  and  the  Governors  of  the 
neighbouring  Provinces ,  which  he  recommended  to 
them  to  prepare  :  And  that  the  Affairs  of  the  Pro¬ 
vince,  and,  in  particular,  the  building  a  Fort  at  a 
Place  called  Shamokin ,  which  was  of  fo  great  Im¬ 
portance  to  the  Province,  requiring  his  perfonal  Care 
and  Attendance,  it  gave  him  Concern  that  he  could 
not  be  then  at  Philadelphia  :  But  that  they  mi^ht  be 
affured  he  would  give  all  the  Difpatch  imaginable  to 
any  Bills  they  might  propofe,  which  the  Secretary  was 
to  fend  to  him  from  Time  to  Time  by  Exprefs.’ 

To  give  the  more  Weight  to  the  Militia- Cl aufe,  a 
Petition  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  from  the  Officers 
of  the  Affociation  Companies  in  the  City  of  Phila¬ 
delphia ,  complaining  of  the  Inefficiency  of  the  prefen t 
Law,  and  praying  that  a  new  one  might  be  framed, 
in  which  the  Defe&s  of  the  Former  Should  be  re¬ 
medied. 

The  ASTembly  gave  the  Petition  a  civil  but  cool 
Reception  ;  and,  in  their  Reply  to  the  Governor’s 
Meffage,  furnished  the  Public  with,  a  Brief  of  their 
Sentiments  and  Proceedings  on  the  prefent  Occafion  : 
To  wit. 

‘  That  being  met  in  Purfuance  of  the  Governor’s 
Call,  they  were  concerned  for  his  Abfence ;  as  the 
Public  BuSinefs  could  not  be  tranfadled  as  it  ought, 
where  the  feveral  Parties  were  fo  far  afunder  :  That^ 
as  by  the  Joint-Care  of  himfelf  and  the  Commiffion- 
ers,  for  diSpoSing  of  the  60,000/.  the  Frontier 
was  now  in  a  better  State  of  Defence?  than  that  of 
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any  other  Colony  on  the  Continent  the  Forts  being 
numerous,  all  ftrongly  garrifoned,  and  both  Officers 
and  Soldiers  now  reduced  to  due  Obedience  and  Difci- 
pline  by  Means  of  the  A <51  of  Parliament,  which, 
at  their  laft  Sitting,  they  had  extended  to  that  Pro¬ 
vince,  they  could  not  but  hope,  that  the  diftreffed  In¬ 
habitants  of  the  two  Counties  mentioned,  might,  by 
the  Bleffing  of  God,  become  more  fecure  in  their 
Settlements,  and,  confequently,  more  eafy  in  their 
Minds ;  and  that  more  efpecially  as  they  underftood, 
there  were  in  the  interior  Counties  many  formed  Com¬ 
panies  as  yet  unemployed,  who  were  ready  to  enter 
into  the  Service,  and  march  to  the  Frontier,  when¬ 
ever  the  Governor  ffiould  think,  lit  to  call  them  ;  and 
a  confiderable  Sum  was  ftill  in  the  Hands  of  the 
Commiffioners,  wherewith  the  Expence  might  be  de¬ 
frayed  :  That,  as  they  conceived,  the  Marching  the 
Militia  to  the  Frontier  on  every  Alarm,  would  be  lets 
effectual  for  its  Defence,  and  much  more  expenfive 
and  burdenfome  to  the  People,  than  their  Proportion 
of  a  Tax  for  the  Maintenance  of  ftanding  Guards: 
That,  indeed,  they  had  little  Experience  of  a  Militia 
in  this  Province  ;  confequently,  in  framing  fo  new  a 
Thing  as  a  Law  to  regulate  it,  their  firft  Eflay  might 
have  its  Defe&s :  That,  however,  as  the  Governor 
did  not  point  them  out,  when  he  palled  the  ACt, 
and  they  had  not  fince  occurred  to  them,  all  they 
could  then  fay  was,  That  when  he  ffiould  think  lit  to 
fend  down  any  Supplementary  Amendments,  they 
would  take  them  into  their  ferrous  Confideration  ; 
which  he,  the  Governor,  might  poffibly  be  ready  to 
do  by  the  Time  to  which  they  ftood  adjourned,  then 
not  far  diftant :  That  they  had  therewith  fent  him  a 
Bill  for  prohibiting  the  Exportation  of  Provilions  or 
Warlike-Stores  from  this  Province,  which  they 
hoped  would  meet  with  his  Concurrence,  being  in 
Conformity  with  the  Law  lately  pafled  at  Nsw-Tork: 
But,  that  as  all  Reftri&ions  made  by  them  would  be 
ineffectual,  unlefs  the  Lower-Counties  (the  Territory 
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w're  in  like  Manner  re'ftrained* 

fn7  R  r  /S  t  le  Fontlnuanee  ot‘  their  Law,  to 

.1  !  e  A  !\  as,  .the  Govcrnor  and  Affembly  of 

hofe  Coont.es  fhould  pafs  for  that  Purpofe :  That 

they  apprehended  a  ftrifl  Compliance  with  that  Law 
would  be  of  great  Service  to  the  Britifi,  Intereft ;  and 
eiefore  earnelliy  recommended  it  to  the  Governor, 
thac  wnen  paffed  it  might  be  carried  effedfually  into 
Exectmon  :  And,  laftly,  that,  as  the  Seafon  re- 
q  ired  the  prefent  Attendance  of  many  of  the  Mem- 
bers  at  their  i  lantations,  they  propofed  to  re-adjourn 

honed  fVhStr  rame  Time  as  before>  when J they 
hoped  the  Governor  would  find  himfelf  enough  at 

Leifure  to  meet  them  in  Philadelphia.’ 

Tnus  ended  this  Seffion  of  Four  Days :  The  Pro - 

¥e‘y  L.avv,was  Paff«d  by  the  Governor  at  Harris’s 
f“'?;i,AJd  whcn  ihey  metagain,  they  received 
irom  the  Secretary  Two  other  Meflages  from  the 

«Theb  V°ne  defjSncdfor  their  fatther  Amufement 
'  ,“r  laJi.  S'tn"§  ^  ,but  wl“ch  arrived  half  an  Hour 
too  late :  And  the  other  for  the  prefent. 

reifedT1?8  t0fthe  Fo,rmer’  ‘  the  Governor  had  re- 
y,  4  Letters  from  the  Governors  Dinwiddle  and 

t"inn  of  ,f!VInLS  .Account  of  the  ntiferable  Condi¬ 
tion  of  tbetr  frontier;  and  the  Danger  they  were  in 

f  om  the  Enemy  who  had  penetrated  as  far  as  Win- 

Dhinence  foTtT  ^  '“r  thereuPon>  ^doubled  his 

Part°  of  A  beuer  fecunn§  mol  expofed 
1  art  of  their  own;  but  he  was  fill  fearful.  That 

or  <ant  ot  a  fuff.cient  Force  to  take  the  Field  .  the 

amlons  °n  that  Side  would  not  be  able  to  keep  off 

t Lrffr  °f  the  Wbich  wasPthe 

Part  fo  [hr'n^Pr  W0UW  fo°n  aPPear  in  ^0^ 
arts,  lo  that  no  lime  was  to  be  loll  in  nr- 

fenced'  f°me  effeaual  Manner,  for  their  Dc- 
According  to  the  Latter,  c  All  the  Difnatch  h* 

Wo^c"  £°.maka  “  MS  WOTks  had  Sfeugte 

•  emto  iucha  corwardnefs,  as  would  permit  hfm. 

Without 
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without  Prejudice  to  that  important  Part  of  the  Pub- 
iic  Service,  to  be  in  Town  at  their  Meeting:  Pie 
had,  however,  the  Satisfadlion  to  tell  them,  That  he 
had  made  a  Lodgment  in  a  very  fecure  Place  upon 
the  River,  beyond  the  Kittatinny  Hills  (the  Place 
from  whence,  it  muft  be  recoiledted,  he  fired  his  firft 
Beacon  to  alarm,  or  rather  diftradt,  the  Province): 
The  Secretary  would  lay  before  them  a  Letter  from 
Governor  Sharpe ,  with  the  Extradls  of  an  Adi  of  his 
Government  for  granting  40,000/.  for  his  Majefty’s 
Service;  only  25,000/.  of  it  was  conditional  [fo  that 
conditional  Adis  were  regular  in  Maryland  though  not 
in  Penjyhanial]  that  Penfylvania  and  Virginia  contri¬ 
buted  their  reafonable  Quotas  towards  the  Expedition 
it  was  granted  for :  They  muft  be  fenfible  there 
would  be  no  Peace  or  Safety  for  them  [his  old  Argu¬ 
ment]  unlefs  thefe  Wejlern  Colonies  united  their 
Strength  in  making  a  well-concerted  PuJJo  to  diflodge 
the  French  from  their  Encroachments :  And  that  no 
l  ime  was  fo  favourable  as  when  his  Majefly’s  Forces 
and  thofe  of  the  Eaftern  Colonies  were  employed 
againft  them  to  the  Northward :  It  was  therefore  to 
be  taken  into  immediate  Confideration,  and  he  was 
to  be  enabled  to  give  Governor  Sharpe  the  expedled 
Afllirances,  That  Penfylvania  would,  for  its  own 
Sake,  contribute  accordingly.’ 

A  Complaint  from  Commodore  Spry ,  that  he  was 
in  great  Want  of  Seamen  for  his  Majefty’s  Ships  un¬ 
der  his  Command,  and  that  he  expedled  a  Supply 
from  thofe  Colonies,  brought  up  the  Rear;  with  aRe- 
quifition  t  that  he  might  be  enabled  by  Bounty  or 
otherwife  to  raife  and  lend  him  as  many  as  the  Pro¬ 
vince  could  fpare,  which  would  be  a  very  feafonable 
and  acceptable  Service.’ 

In  Conformity  to  fo  prefling  and  plaufible  a  Mef- 
fage,  a  Money-Bill  was  immediately  ordered,  and 
iome  Progrefs  was  made  therein. — But  Advice  hav¬ 
ing  been  received  from  Sir  Charles  Hardy  and  Sir 
William  John  [on.,  That  the  Delawares  and  Shawanefe 
had  promifed  to  ceafe  from  Hoftilities,  and  were  dif- 

pofed 
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pofed  to  renew  and  ftrengthen  their  Alliance  and 
Friendfhip,  and  the  Governor  ( Morris )  having  caufed 
a  Sufpenfion  of  Arms  to  be  proclaimed  thereon,  they 
contented  themfelves  with  alluring  him,  ‘  That  he 
Ihould  not  fail  of  the  necelTary  Support  in  the  Profe- 
cution  of  fuch  Meafures  as  might  tend  to  bring  this 
good  Difpofition  of  the  faid  Indian  Tribes  to  a 
happy  Iffue  :  And  with  recommending  it  to  the 
Commiffioners  of  the  60,000/.  Adt,  to  concur  with 
the  Governor  in  furnifhing  fuch  Supplies  of  Money 

as  might  be  neceffary  thereto.’ - They  alfo  again 

put  the  Governor  in  Mind  of  the  Indian  Trade  Bill, 
fo  often  recommended  to  him  before;  urging,  ‘That 
it  might  be  of  great  Service  at  that  Juncture,  by 
bringing  fuch  of  our  Indians  as  had  never  been  joined 
with,  and  defired  to  be  diftinguifhed  from,  thofe  who 
had  committed  the  Outrages  on  the  Back  Settlements , 
under  the  immediate  Inlpeftion  and  Care  of  the 
Government,  by  fupplying  their  Neceffities  on  the 
eafieft  Terms,  fecuring  their  Affedtions,  andinduce- 
ing  others  to  come  in  for  the  fame  beneficial  Confider- 
ations.’ 

A  Promife  to  reconfider  it,  this  drew  from  him  : 
But,  as  if  he  had  refolved  to  fet  his  own  Price  on 
fuch  a  Service  to  the  Province,  he  put  them  in  Mind, 
by  a  Meffage  the  fame  Hour,  That,  though  the 
Trouble  and  Expence  of  Adminiftration  had  been  con- 
fiderably  greater  than  in  any  former  Time,  no  Sums 
had  been  granted  for  his  Support  fince  their  firft 
Seflion ;  and  he  therefore  defired,  they  would  take  this 
Matter  into  Confideration,  and  make  fuch  Provifion 
as  was  agreeable  to  Juftice  and  the  Practice  of  former 
Aflemblies.* 

What  the  Governor’s  Cafe  was  with  Refpedt  to 
Revenue,  and  what  the  Merits  of  his  Service,  may  be 
collected  from  the  Sheets  already  before  us :  So  that 
it  will  be  enough  in  this  Place  to  fayr  That  the  Af- 
fembly  could  turn  a  deaf  Ear  as  well  as  he;  and,  that 
he,  having  given  them  to  underftand,  in  his  Mef¬ 
fage  concerning  Sir  Charles  Jrlardf%  Intelligence,  and 

the 
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the  Sufpenfion  of  Arms,  that  he  had  called  the  Af- 
fembly  of  the  Lower-Counties  to  meet  him  on  the  4th 
of  June ,  in  order  to  render  the  late  Embargo  perma¬ 
nent  and  effectual,  by  prevailing  with  them  to  pals  a 
Law  to  the  fame  Effect,  and  that  he  imagined  his 
Abfence  for  Three  or  Four  Days  would  be  no 
Interruption  to  their  Proceedings,  they  adjourned  them- 
felves  to  the  28th. 

Before  they  feparated,  however,  which  defer ves 
Notice,  Six  Members  requefted  Leave  to  refign  their 
Seats  for  certain  Reafons  by  them  fpecified  in  a  Paper 
prefented  to  the  Houfe  at  the  fame  Time :  And  it 
was,  after  Confideration,  refolved  thereon,  That,  in  cafe 
they  continued  in  the  fame  Mind  after  the  Adjourn¬ 
ment,  and  delivered  the  Laid  Paper  into  the  Hands  of 
the  Speaker  [in  Proof  thereof]  their  Seats  fihould  be 

deemed  vacated  accordingly. - They  did  continue  in 

the  fame  Mind,  and  delivered  the  following  Paper  as 
Proof  thereof. 

‘  May  it  pleafe  the  Speaker  and  the  Houfe , 

‘  A  few  Days  fince  we  communicated  to  the  Houfe 

*  our  Inclinations  to  refign  our  Seats  ;  in  which  the 
c  Ploufe  appeared  difpofed  to  favour  us. 

6  This  Repetition  of  our  continuing  in  thofe  Inten- 

*  tions,  does  not  proceed  from  any  Defign  of  involving 
‘  the  Houfe  in  unneceffary  Trouble  j  but  as  many  of 
‘  our  Conftituents  feem  of  Opinion,  that  the  prefent 
£  Situation  of  Publick  Affairs  calls  upon  us  for  Ser- 
«  vices  in  a  military  Way,  which,  from  a  Conviction 
‘  of  Judgment,  after  mature  Deliberation,  we  cannot 
(  comply  with,  we  conclude  it  molt  conducive  to  the 
‘  Peace  of  our  own  Minds,  and  the  Reputation  oi  our 
‘  religious  Profeffion,  to  perfift  in  our  Refolutions  of 
6  refigning  our  Seats,  which  we  accordingly  now  do  5 

*  and  requeft  thefe  our  Reafons  may  be  entered  on  the 
‘  Minutes  of  the  Houfe.’ 

4 

The  Speaker  hereupon  fent  an  Order  to  the  Secre¬ 
tary,  being  the  proper  Officer,  to  iffue  Writs  for  fo 

Z  many 
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many  Re-Eledtions,  who  thought  fit  to  refufe  Obedi¬ 
ence,  the  Governor  being  of  Opinion,  that,  tho’  there 
was  an  exprefs  Provifion  by  Law  for  filling  a  Vacancy 
occafioned  by  wilful  Abfence ,  there  was  none  for  a  t 
Vacancy  occafioned  by  Refignation.  Upon  which  the  j, 
Speaker,  by  the  Advice  of  fuch  Members  as  were  then  , 
in  Town,  ifiued  his  own  Writs,  founded  on  the  fame  , 
LawT,  from  whence  the  Governor  derived  his  Objection.  '\ 
Thefe  Writs  the  Sheriffs  obeyed,  whatlnftances  foever 
they  might  have  been  importuned  with  to  the  contra-  o 
ry :  The  Freeholders  exercifed  their  Rights  of  electing  ! ' 
in  Purfuance  of  them  :  The  Returns  were  made  in  the  > 
ufual  Form  :  And  the  Houfe  refolved,  Nem.  Con.  > 
That  the  Members  fo  returned  had  been  duly  eledted.  1 

Thus  the  Breach  was  clofed  as  foon  as  it  was  open-  > 
ed  •,  and,  whatever  View  the  Governor  had  to  ferve  > 
by  his  Oppofition,  he  neither  did  himfelf  or  Views  b 
any  Service  by  it. 

ITis  MelTage,  introductory  to  the  Bufinefs  of  the 
Seffion,  contained  a  Notification  of  the  King’s  hav- 
ing  appointed  the  Earl  of  Loudoun ,  Commander  in 
Chief  of  all  his  Forces  in  America ,  with  Two  Regi-  > 
ments  of  Foot,  a  Train  of  Artillery,  Stores,  &c.  and 
commanded  him,  the  Governor,  to  give  his  Lordfhip 
and  the  Troops  all  the  Affiftance  in  his  Power  ;  par-  o 
ticularly  to  recommend  it  to  them,  to  appropriate  fuch 
Part  of  the  Funds  already  raifed,  or  to  be  raifed, 
for  the  Public  Service,  fo  as  to  be  iffued  as  his  Lord- 
ffiip  fhould  diredk  As  alfo  of  another  Circumftance 
altogether  new  in  the  Britijh  Conftitution  ;  namely, 
His  Majefty  being  enabled  by  Adt  of  Parliament  to 
appoint  a  Number  of  German,  Swifs ,  and  Dutch  Pro-  V 
teflants  to  be  Officers  of  a  Regiment  to  be  raifed  and 
calk'd  the  Royal  *  American  Regiment — As  a’fo  of 

another  J, 

*  This  American  Regiment  was  to  confiil  of  4000  Men  :  It  was 
to  be  compofedof  whatever  Proteftants  the  Colonies  could  furnilh, 
and,  according  to  the  firft  Plan>  was  to  have  been  commanded  by 
none  but  foreign  Officers  :  But  this  Plan  having  been  objected  to, 
fome  Abatements  were  admitted  j  namely,  That  the  foreign  Officers 

ffiould 
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another  particular  Recommendation  which  he  was  err 
joined  to  make  to  them,  That  the  Mailers  of  filch 
indented  Servants  as  fhould  engage  in  the  King’s' Ser¬ 
vice  might  be  indemnified  out  of  the  Funds  railed  for 
the  Public  Service.  And  the  Nature  of  this  Review 
requires,  That  the  Sequel  of  this  Meffage  fhould  be 
given  in  the  Governor’s  own  Words,  which  were  as 
follow  :  To  wit. 

4  His  Majefty  has  further  commanded  me  to  re- 
4  commend  it  to  you,  to  pafs  effectual  Laws  for  pro- 
‘  hibiting  all  Trade  and  Commerce  with  the  French , 
‘  and  to  prevent  their  being  lupplied  with  Provifions ; 
c  and  as  the  Law  lately  paffed  here  for  an  Embargo 
4  will,  by  the  Expiration  of  the  Aft  for  that  Purpole 
*  paffed  in  the  Lower  Counties ,  end  on  the  Seventh 
4  of  July,  I  hope  you  will  prepare  a  proper  Bill  for 
4  continuing  an  Embargo,  fo  neceffary  for  his  Ma- 
4  jelly’s  Service,  and  the  Safety  of  thefe  Colonies,  for 
4  lome  Time  longer. 

4  The  Secretary  will  lay  before  you  Extrafts  of 
4  the  Secretary  of  State’s  Letters  to  me,  relating 
4  to  the  Matters  now  recommended,  and  I  hope 
.4  you  will  without  Delay  enter  upon  the  Confideration 
4  of  them,  and  comply  with  his  Majefty’s  Expefta- 
4  tions. 

4  The  Money  heretofore  given  for  the  King’s  Ufe 
4  will  be  very  loon  expended,  and  I  lhall  in  that  Cafe 
4  be  under  a  Neceffity  of  difbanding  the  Troops  raifed 
4  for  the  Defence  of  the  Province,  and  of  deftroying 
4  or  abandoning  the  feveral  Forts  erefted  upon  our 
4  Frontiers ;  I  mull  therefore  defire  you  will  grant 
4  fuch  further  Supplies  as  the  prefent  Situation  of  our 
4  Affairs  require.’ 

To  the  Claufe  relating  to  the  Embargo,  the  Houfe 
ordered  an  immediate  Anfwer  to  be  prepared  in 
which,  having  told  him  what  he  could  not  but  know 

fhould  not  exceed  one  half  of  the  whole  Number ;  that  Room  fhoull 
be  left  for  fome  Americans  ;  that  the  Commander  fhould  be  always 
a  natural  born  Subject,  &c. 

Z  2 
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before,  “  That  they  had  already  done  what  was  now"  > 
required  of  them,  by  a  Law  (till  in  Force,  and  which  1 
would  have  fo  continued  till  Auguft  4,  the  Time  li-  > 
mited  by  the  Law  of  New-Tork ,  provided  the  Three 
Lower  Counties  had  alfo  paffed  a  Law  conformable  , 
thereto,”  they  proceeded  in  thefe  Words :  5 

44  As  Provifions  might  be  exported  from  this  Pro-  1 
®4  vincq  through  thofe  Counties,  not  fubjedt  to  our  \ 
44  Laws,  and  great  Quantities  are  raifed  there,  we  y 
44  were  fully  apprized  that  any  Reftraints  we  could  ,] 
44  lay  upon  our  Exportations  here  would  by  no  1 
44  Means  put  a  Stop  to  the  fupplying  the  French  with  ; 
44  Provifions,  unlefs  that  Government  prohibited  the  1 
44  Exportations  from  thence  alfo  ;  we  therefore  li-  q 
44  mited  the  Continuance  of  our  Adi  accordingly,  1 
44  and  we  muft  own  the  AJloniJhment  we  were  under,  ( 
44  when  we  found  the  Governor  had  enadted  a  Law  ; 
44  there  invalidating  the  Adis  of  the  other  Colonies, 

44  by  limiting  the  Continuance  of  their  Adi  to  one 
44  Month  only. 

44  As  our  Adi  prohibits  the  Exportation  of  Pro- 
44  vinous  in  Conformity  with  the  Law  of  New-Tork 
44  Colony,  with  which  New-Jerfey ,  we  underftand, 

44  has  alio  complied,  the  Governor  cannot  think  it 
44  reafonable,  that  the  Colonies  of  New-Tork ,  New - 
44  Jerfey ,  and  this  Province,  fhould  be  deprived  of 
44  their  Laws  by  an  Adi  of  the  Government  of  the 
44  Three  Lower  Counties  •,  therefore ,  as  that  Adi  wa9 
44 'paffed  by  the  Governor  himfelf,  we  prefume,  in- 
44  Head  of  applying  to  us  upon  this  Occafion,  he  will 
44  think  it  his  Duty  to  call  the  Aflembly  of  the  Three 
44  Lower  Counties,  to  whom  it  belongs  to  continue 
44  their  Law  to  the  Time  limited  by  the  other  Govern- 
44  rhents. 

44  it  is  well  known  that  Maryland  raifes  great 
44  Quantities  of  Wheat,  Pork,  and  other  Provifions, 

44  and  yet,  as  we  are  informed,  their  Ports  have 
44  hitherto  continued  open  to  the  Exports  of  Pro- 
44  vilions  from  thence  ;  the  Governor  will  therefore 
44  judge  the  Neceffity  of  recommending  a  Prohibition 
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there,  without  which,  we  apprehend  the  Ads  of  the 
Northern  and  Eaftern  Colonies  mutt  prove  inef- 
fedual.” 

The  Rill  of  Supply  already  before  the  Houfe,  was, 
in  the  next  Place,  refumed  :  And  to  clear  the  Way 
as  they  went,  a  new  Meffage  was  fent  to  the  Gover¬ 
nor  to  know,  Whether  he  had  come  to  any  Refolu- 
tion  on  the  Excife  and  Indian  Trade  Bills  ?  To 
which,  in  Effed,  he  anfwered,  That,  as  to  the  Lat¬ 
ter,  he  thought  his  Amendments  to  it  fo  juft  and 
reafonable,  that  he  could  not,  therefore,  recede 
from  them  :  And,  as  to  the  Former,  That  he  had 
added  a  Claufe  by  which  the  Money  to  arife  [by  it, 
was  to  be  difpofed  of  in  fuch  Manner  as  the  Governor 
and  Commander  in  Chief,  and,  in  Cafe  of  his  Death 
or  Abfence,  the  Prefident  of  the  Council  and  the  Af- 
fembly  fhould  dired  :  Adding,  4  This  Manner  of 
*  difpofing  of  the  Publick  Money  appears  to  me 
4  moji  conducive  to  the  general  Intereft;  and  you  will 
c  obferve  by  an  Article  in  the  Proprietary  Inftrudions 
4  to  me,  which  I  fend  you  herewith,  that  I  am  re- 
4  Brained  from  pafiing  any  Bill  of  that  Nature  without 
4  fuch  an  appropriating  Claufe.* 

I  And  this  Inftrudion  was  delivered  in  the  Terms 
following  :  To  wit. 

4  You  Jhall  not  give  your  AfTent  to  any  Law  for 
4  prolonging  the  prefent  Excife,  or  laying  any' other 
4  Excife,  or  raifing  any  Money  on  the  Inhabitants  of 
4  the  faid  Province  of  Penfyhania ,  unlefs  there  be 
4  an  enading  Claufe,  that  all  Money  arifing  from  the 
4  faid  Excife,  or  other  Duties,  fhall  be  difpofed  of 
4  only  as  we  or  either  of  us,  exercifing  the  Office  of 
4  Governor,  or  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  or,  in  Cafe 
4  of  his  Death  or  Abfence,  the  Prefident  of  the  Coun- 
4  cil,  and  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  for  the  Time 
4  being,  fhall  dired  ;  and  not  otherwifed 

Thus  the  great  Proprietary  Secret ,  fo  long  fufpeded, 
fo  long  and  fo  cautioufly  preferved,  and  which  had 
operated  fo  mifchievoufly  and  dangeroufly,  not  only 
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to  the  Province  of  Penfylvania  but  all  the  Provinces 
adjoining,  was  at  laft  acknowledged  •,  and  it  thereby 
became  undeniable,  That,  under  fuch  a  Commifiion, 
inforced  by  a  penal  Bond  upon  the  Holder  of  it, 
neither  the  Province  could  be  protected,  the  King 
ferved,  or  the  Intereft  of  the  Community  maintained, 
unlefs  the  Freemen  parted  with  their  Birth- Right j, 
and  the  fpecial  Confirmations  of  them  contained  in  their 
Charter. 

And  it  is  equally  to  be  wondered,  That  any  Two 
Subjedls  in  the  King’s  Dominions,  fhould  prefume  to 
exadt  fuch  Conceffions  from  their  Fellow-Subjecls 
as  his  Majefiy  himfelf  neither  has,  or  makes  any 
Claim  to  ;  and  that  any  Gentleman  fhould  fubmit 
to  ferve  them  on  fuch  equally  tyrannical  and  lerviie 
Terms. 

The  Refolutions  of  the  Houfe  hereon  were  worthy 
of  the  Occafion,  and  as  fuch  are  equally  worthy  of 
having  a  Place  in  this  Work. 

4  Refolved , 

'  That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Houfe,  that  the  faid 
c  Proprietary  Injlr notion  was  the  principal ,  if  not  the 
e  only ,  Obftrudtion  to  the  Paffing  the  feveral  Bills  of- 
4  fered  to  the  Governor  by  the  laft  Affembly  for  grant- 
4  ing  Money  for  the  King’s  Ufe. 

4  That  the  Adt  for  laying  an  Excife  on  Wine, 
4  Rum,  Brandy,  and  other  Spirits,  paffed  in  the 
c  Year  1744  •,  and  the  Adt  granting  Five  Fhoufand 
4  Pounds  for  the  King’s  Ufe,  paffed  the  24th  of 
4  June ,  1746,  by  which  the  faid  Adt  for  laying  an 
4  Excife  on  Wine,  Rum,  Brandy  and  other  Spirits, 
4  was  continued  for  Ten  Years  next  after  the  firfb 
4  Day  of  June ,  1 746,  have  received  the  Royal  Ap- 
4  probation. 

4  That  Adis  laying  an  Excife  on  fpirituous  Liquors 
4  have  been  found  necefary  for  defraying  the  Charges 
4  of  Government,  and  have  been  continued  within 
4  tihs  Province  for  more  than  Thirty  Years ;  and 
8  4  that 
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<  that  the  Governor’s  not  paffing  the  Bill  prefented  to 
c  him  for  continuing  the  Excife,  upon  the  Terms  of 
4  all  our  former  Ads,  repeatedly  approved  of  by  the 

<  Crown,  from  an  Apprehenfion  that  he  is  re  drained 
‘  by  the  faid  Proprietary  Inftrudion,  isevafive  and 
‘  frivolous,  and  an  Infringement  of  our  juft  Rights ; 

‘  and,  that,  as  Deputy- Governor  of  this  Province, 

4  he  has ,  or  ought  to  have ,  lull  Powers  to  give  his 
c  A  dent  to  all  fuch  Bills  as  we  have  an  undoubted 
4  Right  to  offer. 

4  That  the  faid  Inftrudion  44  is  not  calculated  to 
4  promote  the  Happinefs  and  Profperity  of  this  Pro- 
4  vince,  and  is  inconfiftent  with  the  Prerogative  of 
4  the  Crown,  and  the  Liberties  of  the  People;'5  and 
4  that  all  Proprietary  Inftrudions,  not  warranted  by 
4  the  Laws  of  Great -Britain,  are  illegal  and  void  in 
4  themfelves :  Neverthelefs,  if  the  Governor  fhould 
4  apprehend  himfelf  bound  by  fuch  Proprietary  In™ 

4  ftrudions,  they  may  prove  ruinous  to  the  Province, 

4  and  of  dangerous  Confecjuence  to  the  Britijh  Intereft 
4  in  America. 

4  That  the  Houfe  do  adhere  to  the  Bill  for  con- 

4  tinuing  the  Ad  for  laying  an  Excife  on  Wine,  Rum, 

4  Brandy  and  other  Spirits,  as  it  now  Hands,  with- 
4  out  admitting  the  Governor’s  propoied  Amendments 
4  thereto.’ 

It  now  alfo  became  apparent  to  the  Province,  that 
even  the  boafted  Free -Gift  of  the  Proprietaries  of 
5000/.  was  not  to  be  obtained  but  as  it  could  be  col- 
leded  out  of  the  Arrears  of  their  Quit  Rents :  And 
that  it  being  impradicable  to  colled  Inch  a  Sum  fall 
enough  to  anfwer  the  public  Demands,  the  Deficiency 
could  no  other  wife  be  made  good  than  by  Ad  of 
Affembly  for  ftriking  the  Sum  of  4000/.  remaining 
due  on  the  Proprietary-Order,  in  Bills  of  Credit,  to 
be  funk  out  of  the  growing  Payments  as  they  Ihould 

come  in. - This,  in  fhort,  was  the  Favour  applied 

for  on  their  Behalf  by  their  Receiver-General ,  who 
declared,  at  the  fame  Time,  That  he  had  confulted 
the  Governor  on  this  Bead,  who  had  exprefted  his 

Z  4  Readinels 


344  -dn  Hiflorical  REVIEW ,  he. 

Readinefs  to  concur  with  the  Houfe  in  a  reafonable 
Bill  for  that  Purpofe  :  Notdire&ly  to  the  Aflembly, 
however,  was  this  Favour  applied  for;  nor  as  a  Fa¬ 
vour  to  the  Proprietaries :  That  would  have  been  be¬ 
neath  the  Proprietary  Dignity  ;  but  by  the  Interpo¬ 
lation  of  the  Commiflioners  of  the  60,000/.  A<5t. — 
The  Aflembly  never thelefs  gave  Way  to  the  Expe¬ 
dient  ;  the  Receiver-General  had  Leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  for  the  Purpofe  ;  and  the  fame,  with  a  different 
Preamble,  was  paffed  and  fent  up  to  the  Governor. 
The  Difference  is  this.  In  the  fir  ft,  the  Reafon  affigned 
for  the  Bill  was  to  this  Effect  :  .“  Whereas  the  Pro¬ 
prietaries  have  been  pleafed  to  make  a  Free-Gift  of 
the  Sum  of  5000/.  towards  the  public  Charge,  &c. 
whereof  their  Receiver-General  had  as  yet  been  able 
to  pay  but  1000/.  To  the  End,  therefore,  that  the 
good  Intentions  of  the  Proprietaries  in  the  faid  Gift 
may  be  fully  anfwered,  and  the  Public  may  receive 
the  immediate  Benefit  thereof,  Be  it  enafted,”  . 
In  the  fecond,  vare  was  taken  to  fpecify,  That  the 
faid  Sum  was  to  be  applied  towards  the  Public  Charge, 
and  was  given  m  Confederation  of  their  [the  Proprieta¬ 
ries]  being  exempted  from  the  Payment  of  their  Faxes 
towards  railing  the  Sum  of  60,000/. 

On  the  fame  Day  that  the  Bill  was  thus  fent  up, 
namely,  the  Seventh  after  their  Meeting,  they  alfo 
fent  up  a  Money-Bill  for  granting  the  Sum  of  40,000/. 
for  the  King’s  Ufe,  and  for  linking  the  faid  Sum  in 
Bills  of  Credit,  and  to  provide  a  Fund  for  finking 
the  fame:  And,  upon  the  Receipt  of  the  faid  Bill,  the 
Governor  was  pleafed  to  fay,  “  That  he  would  give  it 
all  the  Difpatch  in  his  Power :  But  that  he  could  not 
fay  when  the  Houfe  might  expeft  to  know  his  Re¬ 
fill  t  thereupon,  as  he  was  that  Day  going  to  New- 
Geftle ,  in  Order  to  meet  the  Aflembly  of  the  Fhree 
Lower  Counties  P 

Notwithftanding  which,  the  two  Members  to 
whom  he  thus  exprefled  himfelf,  were  no  fooner  with- 
diawn,  than  he  fent  after  them  another  Meffage  to  the 
Houfe :  fgnifying,  That,  by  Intelligence  he  had 

received 
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received  from  two  Indians ,  Two  Days  before,  the 
Weftern  Indians  were  forming  themfelves  into' a  Body- 
in  Order  to  attack  the  Province  about  the  Time  of 
Harveft,  Adding,  4  If,  upon  Confideration  of 

4  this  Matter,  any  other  Meafures  are  necefiary  for 
‘  the  Public  Safety,  you  will  enable  me  to  take 
*  them.’ 

Thus,  Harlequin  like,  he  could  play  contrary 
Parts  in  the  fame  Interlude.  If  a  Supply  was  not 
given  without  Delay,  the  Troops  were  to  be  dis¬ 
banded,  the  Forts  deftroyed,  and  the  Frontier  con- 
11  fequently  laid  open :  And  yet,  with  a  Supply  in  his 
Hand,  he  could  deliberately  go  upon  another  Ser¬ 
vice :  At  the  fame  Time  he  could  alfo  communicate 
Intelligence  of  additional  Dangers  ;  and  yet*  with  the 
fame  Supply  in  his  Hand,  he  could  insinuate  Want 
of  Ability  to  withftand  them. 

The  Affembly,  in  Fad,  told  him  in  their  Reply  to 
this  Mefifage,  That,  in  cafe  he  pafled  their  Bill,  he 
i  would  find  himfelf  fufficiently  enabled  to  take  every 
Meafure  that  might  be  necefiary. 

What  is  farther  remarkable,  a  Merchant  of  Phila¬ 
delphia ,  who  had  fupplied  the  Garrifons  in  Newfound¬ 
land  with  Provifions  for  Six  Years,  and  who  had  now 
a  Vefiel  in  the  Port  freighted  with  the  fame,  could 
not  obtain  a  Clearance ;  the  Governor  and  Council 
being  unanimoujly  of  Opinion,  That,  becaufe  of  the 
late  Aft  to  prevent  Exportations,  no  fuch  Clearance 
could  be  granted.  A  Member  of  the  Houfe  who,  by 
Order  from  the  Navy-Contraftor  at  Jamaica  had,  in 
like  Manner,  freighted  a  Ship,  met  with  the  fame 
Difficulty  under  the  fame  Pretence.  Both  made  their 
Application  to  the  Houfe  for  Relief :  And  it  was  not 
only  Refolved,  That  the  faid  Aft  was  of  the  fame 
Tenor  with  That  of  New-Tork ,  and  never  intended 
in  any  wife  to  reftrain  the  Exportation  of  Provifions 
for  his  Majefty’s  Navy  and  Garrifons,  nor  could,  in 
their  Opinion  be  fo  underftood,  except  by  the  moll 
forced  Conftruftion  thereof ;  but  alfo.  That,  to  pre¬ 
vent  any  ill  Confequences  which  might  arife  from 
1  .  '  fuch 
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fuch  Interpretation,  a  Bill  fhould  be  immediately 
prepared  at  the  Table  for  exprefly  permitting  fuch  Ex¬ 
portations. 

This  Bill,  when  finifhed,  was  fent  up  to  the  Gover¬ 
nor,  who  promifed  to  give  it  all  the  Lifpatch  in  his 
Power  and  was  followed  by  another  for  a  longer 
Continuance  of  the  Embargo  A<fl,  with  a  fimilar 
Claufe  of  Explanation  :  Upon  the  prefenting  of 
which,  the  Governor  being  afked,  by  Order  of  the 
Houfe,  Whether  he  had  come  to  any  Determination 
upon  the  Former  ?  anfwered,  “  That  he  had  read 
but  not  confidered  it.”  And  being  farther  prefled  on 
the  Neceffities  of  the  Service,  according  to  the  Alle¬ 
gations  above  fpecified,  faid,  That,  in  cafe  the  Le- 
giflature  of  the  Three  Lower  Counties  did  not  continue 
the  Embargo,  the  fame  would  expire  in  a  few  Days, 
and  then  there  would  be  no  Neceffity  of  the  faid  Sup¬ 
plementary  Act ;  and  if  the  Embargo  A<5t  of  the  Three 
Lower  Counties  fhould  be  continued,  he  would  have 
it  in  his  Power  to  permit  Vefiels  laden  with  Provifions 
or  Stores  for  his  Majefty’s  Service  to  fail  at  any  Time, 
by  the  Bill  the  Houfe  had  fent  him  for  that  Purpofe.” 

Thus  the  Two  Ships  were  to  be  continued  in  Port, 
to  wait  the  good  Pleafure  of  another  Government ;  and 
the  Interval  was  to  be  loft  to  the  Service,  unlefs  the 
Owners  found  Ways  and  Means  to  accommodate 
Matters  with  the  Governor. 

The  Houfe,  however,  plied  him  with  another 
Mefiage,  and  received  fuch  another  illufory  Anfwer  : 
They  alfo  again  put  him  in  Mind  of  the  40,000/. 
Supply-Bill :  And  v/ere  told  (notwithftanding  his 
preffing  Meflfage  at  the  Opening  of  the  Seflion) 
“  That  he  had  not  read  it  through  •,  but  that  he 
thought  it  flood  in  need  of  Amendments.”  He  alfo 
told  the  two  Members  employed  upon  that  Occafion, 
“  He  was  jult  then  fetting  off  for  New-Caftle  And 
they  acquainting  him  farther,  “  That,  as  it  would  be 
extremely  inconvenient  to  the  Country-Members,  to 
continue  fitting  till  his  Return,  and  as  there  Was  no 
Buflnels  depending  of  any  Importance,  but  what  lay 

before 
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before  the  Governor,  They  had  Thoughts  of  ad¬ 
journing  that  Day  (being  July  5)  to  the  Second  of 
Auguji ,  by  which  Time  the  Harveft  would  be  nearly 
over,”  his  Anfwer  was,  c  That  he  had  noObjedtion  to 
their  adjourning  over  the  Harveft,  and  that  he  ap¬ 
proved  of  the  Time  propofed.’ 

And  the  Houfe,  on  the  Return  of  their  Meffengers, 
having  firft  refolv’d,  44  That  any  ill  Confequences 
which  might  attend  the  Governor’s  not  pafling  their 
fupplementary  Bill  (for  exporting  Provifions  tor  the 
King’s  Service  notwithftanding  the  Embargo)  would 
not  he  at  their  Door,”  did  adjourn  accordingly. 

After  all  which,  on  that  very  Day  Fortnight, 
(July  19.)  in  the  very  Midft  of  the  Harveft,  did  this 
worthy  Governor  oblige  the  Members  by  lpecial  Sum¬ 
mons  to  meet  him  ;  the  Occafion  of  which  is  thus 
fet  forth  in  his  Meffage  to  the  Houfe  of  that  Day. 
Jo  wit. 

6  Gentlemen, 

4  At  your  Inftance  I  called  the  Affembly  of  the 
c  Lower  Counties,  and  preffed  them  to  continue  the 
6  Prohibition  of  Provifions  and  Warlike  Stores  to  the 
*  Time  limited  by  the  Laws  of  JSew-2  ork,  and  Jer- 
c  fey,  but  they  chofe  only  to  continue  it  till  the  20th 
4  Inftant,  and  from  thence  for. fo  long  Time  as  the 
4  Legiftature  of  this  Province  fhould  pafs  or  continue 
c  a  Law  for  the  like  Purpofes,  provided  the  fame  did 
4  not  exceed  the  2 2d  Day  of  October  next.  I  am 
4  thereby  laid  under  the  difagreeable  Neceflity  of  cal- 
4  ling  you  together  at  this  buly  Seafnn,  in  order  to 
4  have  the  Embargo  continued  for  the  fame  1  ime 
4  that  it  is  in  the  Provinces  of  JSew-Tork  and  Jerfey  ; 
4  and  as  the  Adts  of  Affembly  paffed  for  the  Prohi- 
4  bition  of  Provifions  and  warlike  Stores  will  expire 
4  with  To-morrow,  I  hope  you  will  immediately  en- 
e  ter  upon  this  Matter,  and  give  it  all  the  Difpatch 
4  the  Nature  of  the  Thing  requires. — The  Secretary 
4  will  lay  before  you  a  Copy  of  the  Adt  of  the  Lower 
*  Counties',  and  you  will,  by  proper  Claufes  in  the 

4  Law 
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6  Law  you  may  think  it  neceffary  on  this  Occafion  to 
‘  propofe,  leave  me  at  Liberty  to  fend  Supplies  to 

luch  or  the  Kings  Ships  and  forces  as  may  be 
e  employed  in  any  Part  of  America ,  and  to  put  the 
6  Trade  of  this  Place,  while  the  Embargo  lads,  up- 
6  on  the  fame  Footing  it  is  in  the  other  Bread  Colo- 
6  nies.' 

And  the  very  next  Day  the  Merchants,  Owners, 
and  Matters  of  Veffels  then  lying  in  the  Port,  pre- 
fented  a  Petition  to  the  Houfe,  “  fetting  forth,  the 
Damages  and  LofTes  they  had  already  fuftained  for 
Want  of  being  allowed  proper  Clearances ;  as  alfo 
the  Difad  vantages,  Difcouragements,  and  Loffes 
which  the  whole  Province  would  *  fpe dally  and  una¬ 
voidably  be  liable  to,  in  cafe  the  Embargo  was  to  be 
continued  tor  a  longer  Time,  than  by  the  late  Law 
was  provided  :  Recommending  Bonds  with  fufficient 
Penalties ^  to  be  difcharged  only  by  the  Certificates  of 
the  Britijh  Confuls  refiding  at  fuch  foreign  Ports,  as 
the  feveral  Veffels  and  Cargoes  were  entered  for,  and 
configned  to,  as  the  only  proper  Expedient  to  an- 
fwer  the  Ends  propofed  by  fuch  Laws,  without  de- 
ftroying  their  Trade,  on  which  the  well-being  of  the 
Province  depended  ;  and  requeuing  fuch  Relief  and 
Affiftance  in  the  Premifes  as  they,  in  their  Wifdom, 
fhould  judge  moft  expedient ;  as  no  wife  doubting  their 
ready  and  hearty  Dbpofition  towards  the  general  Good 
and  Service  of  their  Country .** 

Fruitlelly  difmilfed,  and  impertinently  re-conven’d, 
as  the  Affembly  had  been,  within  fo  Ihort  a  Time, 
a  warm  Expoftukition  was  the  lead;  that  could  be 
expected  upon  it;  and  yet  the  Warmth  they  fhewed 
was_  hy  no  Means  equal  to  the  Provocation  they  had 
received  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  was  at  once  fo  mo- 
aeiated  and  juftified,  that  their  word;  Enemies  could 
not  derive  the  lead;  Pretence  of  Reproach  from  it, 

*  Bojlon  having  little  of  Provifion  to  export  befides  Fifli,  which 
was  excepted  by  their  Adi ;  Sew-York  having  a  tolerable  Marker, 
becaufe  the  Forces  took  off  a  great  Part  of  their  Produdl ;  and 
Virginia  and  Mar  fund  having  had  their  Ports  open  all  this  Time. 

Facts 
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Fads  were  in  their  Favour  ;  and  a  mere  Recapi¬ 
tulation  of  them  was  all  that  was  necefiary  to  fhew  how 
unworthily  they  were  treated  ;  which  will  account  for 
the  Infertion  of  thei,r  Anfwer  to  the  Governor  in  this 
Place  at  large. 

4  May  it  pleafe  the  Governor , 

‘  On  the  4th  of  May,  1756,  the  Legiflature  of 
6  New-Tork  palled  an  Ad  to  revive  an  Ad  more  ef- 
4  fedually  to  reftrain  the  Exportation  of  Provifions 
6  and  warlike  Stores  from  that  Colony,  to  be  in 
‘  Force  for  2 1  Days,  and  after  that  Time  to  fuch 
4  Time  as  the  Legiflature  of  Nezv-Jerfey  and  Penfyl- 
4  vania  fhould  pals  Ads  for  like  Purpofes,  provided 
4  thofe  Ads  did  not  exceed  three  Months  from  the 
4  pafilng  of  that  Ad,  which  was  from  the  4th  of 
4  May  to  the  4th  of  Augujl  next  enfuing.’ 

4  Sir  Charles  Hardy  having  recommended  to  our 
4  Governor,  that  he  fhould  lay  before  the  AfTembly 
4  of  this  Province,  the  Neceffity  of  enading  a  Law 
4  of  the  fame  Tenor  within  this  Government  ;  and 
4  the  Houfe  being  convinced  that  fuch  an  Ad  would 
4  be  totally  ufelefs,  unlefs  the  three  lower  Counties 
6  of  Newcafile ,  Kent ,  and  Suffex  (not  fubjed  to  our 
4  Laws)  were  included,  palled  an  Ad  on  the  13th 
4  of  May ,  of  the  fame  Tenor,  and  nearly  in  the  fame 
4  Words,  with  the  Ad  of  New-Tork ,  to  be  in  Force 
4  till  the  7th  of  June,  and  from  thence  for  fo  long 
4  Time  as  the  Legiflatures  of  the  Colony  of  New- 
4  Jerfey ,  and  the  Counties  of  Newcaftle ,  Kent ,  and 
4  SuJJex ,  upon  Delaware ,  fhould  refpedively  pafs 
4  Laws  for  the  like  Purpofes,  provided  they  exceeded 
4  not  the  Time  limited  by  the  Law  of  Nezv-York 
4  Government. 

4  On  the- 2 9th  of  May ,  the  Legiflature  of  New- 
4  Jwfey  palled  an  Ad,  to  be  in  Force  from  the  firft 
4  Day  of  June  to  the  firft  of  Auguft ,  and  from  thence 
4  for  lo  long  Time  as  the  Legiflatures  of  the  Colo- 
4  nies  of  New-Tork  and  Penfylvania  fhould  refpec- 
*  tively  pafs  Laws  for  the  like  Purpofes,  provided 

4  they 
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4  they  did  not  exceed  three  Months  from  the  faid 
4  firft  Day  of  Anguft. 

4  This  being  the  State  of  the  Laws  laying  anEm- 
4  bargo  on  the  Exportation  of  Provifions  and  war- 
4  like  Stores  •,  firft,  by  the  Colony  of  New-Tork  on 
4  the  4th,  then  by  this  Government  on  the  13th,  and 
4  by  New-Jerfey  the  29th  of  May  lait ;  it  is  moft  un- 
4  kind,  and  give  us  Leave  to  fay,  in  our  Opinion, 
4  unbecoming  the  Dignity  of  Government,  that  in 
4  the  Governor’s  laft  Mefiage  he  fhould  not  take  the 
4  leail  Notice  of  any  Law  being  ever  pafled  by  us 
4  for  laying  any  Embargo  within  this  Port,  but  only 
4  mentions  his  having  prefled  the  Aflembly  of  the 
4  Lower  Counties  44  to  continue  the  Prohibition  of 
44  Provifions  and  warlike  Stores,  to  the  Time  limited 
44  by  the  Laws  of  New-Tork  and  Jerfey”  as  if  no 
4  fuch  Law  had  ever  been  pafled  by  himfelf  within 
4  this  Province !  What  Purpofe  fuch  a  Condud  to* 
4  wards  us  is  to  anfwer,  the  Governor  belt  knows. — 
4  But  when  he  proceeds  in  his  faid  Meflage  to  pro- 
4  pofe  to  us  44  to  have  the  Embargo  continued  for 
44  the  fame  Time  that  it  is  in  the  Provinces  of  New- 
44  York  and  JerfeyN  we  muft  confefs  we  are  entirely 
4  at  a  Lofs  to  know  what  the  Governor  would  mean, 
4  our  prefent  Ad  coming  precifely  within  the  Go- 
4  vernor’s  Recommendation  *,  being  made  in  Com- 
4  pliance  with  the  Law  of  New-Tork.  If  the  Lower 
4  Counties  have  not  complied  with  thofe  Terms,  it 
4  is  not  to  be  imputed  to  the  Aflembly  of  this  Pro- 
4  vince,  who  have  fully  difeharged  their  Part  to  make 
4  the  Embargo  effedual. 

4  We  entreat  the  Governor  to  conflder  and  refled 
4  on  the  Share  he  has  had  in  the  Laws  of  the  Lower 
4  Counties,  pafled  by  himfelf,  which  feem  calculated 
4  to  give  this  Houfe  unneceflary  Trouble  to  no  good 
4  Purpofe  whatever  :  For  now  when  he  has  thought 
4  fit  to  call  us  together  in  the  Heighth  of  our  Har- 
4  veils,  our  Servants  generally  taken  from  us,  and 
4  the  Country  in  want  of  Labourers,  what  has  the 
4  Governor  been  p’ieafed  to  propofe,  but  to  pafs  an 

4  Ad 
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Ad  to  continue  the  Embargo  “  for  the  fame  Tims 
that  it  is  in  the  Provinces  of  New- Tor k  and  Jer~ 
fey,”  which  is  the  Tenor  and  Limitation  of  our  pre¬ 
sent  Ad,  it  being  to  have  continued  (had  the  Lower 
Counties  palled  their  Ads  in  Conformity  with  the 
Laws  of  New-Tork ,  as  this  Province  and  New- 
Jerfey  had  already  done)  to  the  4th  Day  of  Auguft „ 
And  as  New-Tork  has  not  extended  their  Ad  that 
we  know  of  (which  will  probably  become  unne- 
ceffary  on  the  Proclamation  of  a  War  with  France , 
now  daily  expeded)  any  new  Ad  we  could  make 
would  only  be  to  continue  the  Ad  of  this  Province 
to  the  Time  it  was  to  continue  ;  which  is  fuch  an 
Abfurdity-as  we  prefume  on  Refledion  the  Gover¬ 
nor  will  not  infill  upon. 

‘  But  that  no  Time  might  intervene,  whereby  the 
French  might  be  fupplied  with  Provifions  or  war¬ 
like  Stores  from  this  Province,  we,  at  our  lalt  Sit¬ 
ting,  put  into  the  Governor’s  Hands  a  Bill  “  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  Ad  for  preventing  the  Exportation  of 
Provifions,  naval  or  warlike  Stores,  from  this  Pro¬ 
vince  to  Cape-Breton ,  or  to  any  other  the  Domi¬ 
nions  of  the  French  King,  or  Places  at  prefent  in 
Polfeffion  of  any  of  his  Subjeds,”  to  prevent,  as 
much  as  lay  in  our  Power,  any  Deficiencies  which 
might  arile  from  the  Condud  of  the  Afiembly  of 
the  Three  Lower  Counties,  if  they  fhould  think  fk 
to  invalidate  the  Ads  of  the  other  Colonies  for  lay¬ 
ing  a  general  Embargo. 

‘  At  the  fame  Time  we  alfo  fent  up  a  Bill,  intitu¬ 
led,  A  Supplementary  Act  to  a  Law  of  this  Province , 
intituled ,  An  Aff  for  the  more  effectual  ob ft  ruffing 
the  Exportation  of  Provifions  and  warlike  Stores  from 
the  Province  of  Penfylvania  *,  which  Bill,  if  the 
Governor  had  palled  it  at  the  Time  it  was  fent  to 
him  by  the  Houfe,  or  if  he  Ihould  hereafter  be 
pleafed  to  give  his  Afient  thereto,  would  prevent  all 
Doubts,  and  give  full  Liberty  to  fend  Supplies  “  to 
fuch  of  the  King’s  Ships  and  Forces  as  may  be 
employed  in  any  Part  of  America  ”  and  we  have 

‘  never 
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4  never  endeavoured  to  put  the  Trade  of  this  Place, 

4  where  the  Intereft  or  Dignity  of  the  Crown  is  con- 
4  cerned,  on  any  other  Footing  than  it  is  in  the  other 
*  Colonies.* 

The  two  Members  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  Go¬ 
vernor  with  this  Paper  were  alfo  charged  with  the  Bill 
for  ftriking  4,000/.  in  Bills  of  Credit  on  the  Proprie¬ 
taries  Account ;  and  to  acquaint  him  thereon, 

4  That  the  Houfe  think  it  highly  neceffary  that 
4  there  fhould  be  fome  Preamble  to  the  faid  Bill,  other- 
4  wife  thofe  who  are  not  particularly  acquainted  with 
4  our  Affairs  may  imagine  that  the  Proprietaries  have 
4  thereby  given  Four  Thoufand  Pounds  over  and  above 
« 4  the  Five  Thoufand  Pounds  fpecified  in  the  A<5t  for 
4  granting  Sixty  Thoufand  Pounds  to  the  King’s  Ufe  ; 
4  the  Houfe  therefore  propofe,  that  fince  the  Gover- 
4  nor  is  averfe  to  having  it  mentioned  in  the  Preamble 
4  that  the  faid  Five  Thoufand  Pounds  was  given  by  the 
4  Proprietaries  in  Confideration  of  their  being  exempted 
4  from  the  Payment  of  their  Taxes  towards  railing  the 
4  aforefaid  Sum  of  Sixty  Thoufand  Pounds ,  although 
4  the  fame  is  exprejly  declared  in  that  Adi,  without  any 
4  Objmlon  having  been  made  thereto  by  the  Gover- 
4  nor  at  the  Time  it  was  paffed,  they  will  leave  out  the 
4  firft  Claufe  of  the  Preamble,  and  inftead  thereof  in- 
4  fert  the  following  Claufe,  viz. 

4  Whereas  the  honourable  Proprietaries  of  this  Pro - 
4  vince  have  been  pie afed  to  make  a  free  Gift  of  the  Sum 
4  of  Five  Thoufand  Pounds,  for  the  Purpofes  and  in 
4  the  Manner  particularly  fet  forth  by  an  Adi  of  General 
4  Ajfembly  of  this  Province ,  pajfed  in  the  Twenty-ninth 
4  Tear  of  his  Majefty's  Reign ,  intituled ,  An  Adi  for 
1  granting  the  Sum  of  Sixty  Thoufand  Pounds  to  the 
4  King’s  Ufe,*&c. 

The  Governor  after  reading  the  Meffage  was 
pleafed  to  anlwer, 

4  That  he  believed  the  Houfe  had  mifunderftood 
4  his  Meffage  ;  that  he  had  no  Intentions  of  difo* 

1  4  bliging 
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‘  bliging  them,  and  that  he  was  forry  to  fee  they  had 

*  taken  any  Offence  ;  however,  as  he  was  about  Jeav- 
‘  ing  the  Government,  he  fhould  not  return  any  An- 
1  fwer  to  it ;  and  that  as  to  the  Bill  for  ftriking  Four 
£  Thoufand  Pounds ,  to  be  replaced  by  the  Proprieta- 
‘  ries  Receiver  General,  he  thought  the  Houfe  gave 

*  a  good  Reafon  why  there  fhould  be  fome  Pream- 
‘  ble  to  the  Paid  Bill,  and  that  he  would  take  the  one 
‘  propofed  into  Confideration.’ 

The  Refult  of  which  Confideration  was,  the  fend¬ 
ing  down  another  Preamble  in  Lieu  of  the  firji ,  fpe- 
cifying  the  free  Gift ,  but  dropping  the  Confideration 
of  Exemption ,  without  taking  any  Notice  at  all  of 
the  lafi  ;  which  other  Preamble  was  unanimoufy  re- 
jedted  on  the  firft  Reading. 

That  they  were  Hill  willing  to  pafs  the  Bill  with  their 
own  fecond  Preamble,  they,  neverthelefs,  informed 
the  Governor ;  and,  in  the  fame  Meffage,  they  all'o 
defired  to  be  informed,  “  Whether  he  had  come  to 
any  Refolution  concerning  the  Excife-BilJ,  and  the 
40,000/.  Bill  for  the  King’s  Ufe  ?”  And  here  the 
Affair  ftuck  :  The  Governor  remained  mute  ;  or  at 
leaft  only  anfwered  the  two  larter  Parts  of  the  Mef¬ 
fage,  without  taking  any  Notice  of  the  former. 
“  The  Excife  Bill,  he  faid,  he  neither  could  os  would 
pafs:”  And  as  to  the  40,000/.  Bill  he  fent  it  down 
fo  amended,  by  leaving  out  the  Claufe  for  Taxing 
the  Proprietary -FA ate,  as  again  rendered  the  Sefiion 
abortive :  The  Houfe  refolving  to  adhere  to  their  Bill 
as  fent  up,  without  admitting  his  faid  Amendments. 

So  that,  after  all  the  Parade  which  had  been  made 
both  there  and  here  of  this  prodigious  Gift ,  the  Pro¬ 
vince  was  either  to  receive  it  in  fo  pedling  a  Way,  as 
rendered  it  in  a  Manner  ufelefs  j  or  elfe,  tho’  they  took 
it  upon  their  own  Credit,  to  releafe  the  Donors  in  Effedt 
of  all  future  Claim,  by  confenting  to  drop  the  Terms 
on  which  alone  it  could  be  confidently  accepted. 

What  is  farther  remarkable,  during  the  Courfe  of 
this  Interchange  of  Meffages,  one  frogi  the  Gover¬ 
nor  concerning  Indian  Affairs  was  fent  to  the  Affem- 

A  a  bly. 
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bly,  which  was  altogether  irreconcileable  with  that 
which  he  had  lent  them  fixteen  Days  before.  It  will 
be  recollected,  that  on  the  5th  of  the  current  Month 
July ,  the  Weftern  Indians ,  in  Contradiction  to  the 
Advices  received  from  Sir  Charles  Hardy ,  and  Sir 
William  Johnfon ,  were  to  fall  on  the  Province  in  Time 
of  Harveft  :  And  now  on  the  21ft,  in  Conformity  to 
thofe  Advices,  fuch  of  the  faid  Wejlern  Indians  as 
had  attended  the  Conferences  between  the  Six  Na¬ 
tions  and  the  faid  Sir  W.  Johnfon ,  had  not  only  laid 
down  the  Hatchet ,  but  alfo  engaged  to  follow  the  Ex¬ 
ample  of  the  faid  Nations  in  affifting  us  againft  the 
French . — Nor  was  this  all :  A  Number  of  the  Safque- 
hanna  Indians ,  and  Teedyuf enng  a  King  of  the  Dela¬ 
wares ,  had  difeovered  fo  good  a  Difpolition  to  re¬ 
turn  to  their  Alliance  and  former  Friendfhip  with  us, 
that  nothing  was  wanting  but  an  Interview  between 
him  (the  Governor)  and  them  ;  and  a  proper  Provi- 
lion  for  the  Expences  thereof,  and  the  fulfilling  fuch 
Engagements  as  the  prefent  Exigencies  might  re¬ 
quire. 

Such  were  the  Tidings  now  imparted,  with  an 
Affurance,  that  he  fhould  therein  have  a  particular 
Regard  to  the  Honour  and  Safety  of  the  Province. 

To  the  Province  nothing  could  be  more  agreeable 
than  fuch  Tidings  ;  nor  could  any  Service  be  named 
in  which  they  would  have  la:d  out  their  Money  more 
willingly  :  But  their  public  Stock  was  exhaufted  ;  and 
by  the  feveral  Negatives  put  upon  their  Bills  they 
were  difabled  from  raifing  more  :  Confequently  were 
as  much  diftrefted  now  for  the  Means  of  making 
Friends,  as  before  for  the  Means  of  defending  them- 
felves  againft  their  Enemies. 

What  Sum  would  be  fufficient  ?  was  the  firft  Que- 
ftion  :  The  Governor  being  confulced  on  that  Head, 
anfwered,  “  That  he  had  made  no  Calculation  •,  but 
it  feemed  to  him,  that  about  4  or  500  /.  might  ferve  5 
tho’  the  Expence  would  be  the  greater,  as  he  fhould 
be  obliged  to  have  a  Body  of  Soldiers  for  his  Guard  N 
The  CommifTioners  of  the  60,000  /.  Act  were  next 

advifed 
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advifed  with  ;  and  upon  the  I/Tue  of  all,  they  made 
ufe  of  this  Incident  to  Jay  a  brief  State  of  their  Cafe 
before  the  Governor  in  the  ufual  Way  of  Meffage ; 
in  which  having  expreffed  their  Satisfaction  in  the 
News  imparted,  they  proceeded  as  follows,  viz. 

‘  And  in  this  critical  Juncture,  when  a  happy  If- 
‘  lue  of  a  Treaty  with  the  Indians  muft  be  of  fo  great 
‘  Advantage  to  the  Proprietary  Intereft,  as  weappre- 
‘  hend  the  prefent  Treaty  muft  be,  we  cannot  fuffer 
‘  ourfelves  to  doubt  their  Willingnefs  to  contribute 
c  towards  the  heavy  Expences  the  Province  groans 
4  under  for  Indian  Affairs  ;  elpecially  confidering  the 
‘  Governor  has  juft  now  refuted  to  pafs  our  Bill  for 
4  granting  Forty  Thoufand  Pounds  to  the  King’s  Ufe, 

4  becaufe  the  Proprietary  Biftate  was  therein  taxed,  in 
4  common  with  ali  the  other  Eftates  in  this  Province, 

4  for  their  mutual  Defence  ;  and  has  alfo  refufed  to 
4  continue  our  Excife  A<5t,  fome  Time  fince  expired  ; 

4  fo  that  the  Province  is  greatly  indebted,  and  our  only 
4  remaining  Fund  reduced  to  the  lovveft  Extremity. 

4  Under  thefe  Circum fiances,  we  made  Applica- 
4  tion  to  the  Commiffioners,  appointed  by  the  ACt 
4  for  granting  Sixty  Thoufand  Pounds  to  the  King’s 
4  Ufe,  to  know  whether  any  Money  remained  in 
4  their  Elands,  which  might  be  applied  to  the  pre- 
4  fent  Emergency  ;  but  we  find,  that  the  Fifty-five 
4  Thoufand  Pounds ,  to  be  funk  by  the  Provincial  Tax, 

4  is  expended  ;  that  near  Four  Thoufand  (Part  of  the 
4  Five  Thoufand )  Pounds  given  by  the  Proprietaries, 

4  in  Confideration  of  their  being  exempted  from  their 
4  Share  of  that  Tax,  is  not  paid  into  the  Commif- 
4  fioners  Hands  ;  and  if  the  whole  Sum  was  paid, 

4  the  Debts,  already  contra&ed  for  the  Defence  of 
4  the  Province,  are  nearly  equal  thereto.  Never- 
4  thelefs,  as  we  apprehend  the  Treaty  propofed  to 
4  be  held  with  the  Safquehanna  Indians ,  and  the  Dela - 
4  ware  King  Teedyufcung ,  may  be  attended  with  laft- 
4  ing  good  Confeqaences,  we  have  refolved,  that  the 
4  Sum  of  Three  Hundred  Pounds  be  allowed  by  this 
4  Houfe  for  that  Purpofe.’ 

A  a  2 
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The  Members  fent  herewith,  were  alfo  to  apprize 
him,  that  if  it  was  pleafing  to  him,  they  fhould  ad¬ 
journ  to  the  1 6th  of  Augujt :  And  his  Anfwer  was, 

4  That  he  fhould  not  engage  for  the  Proprietaries 
4  contributing  any  Thing  towards  the  Expences  that 
*  may  attend  the  propofed  Conference  *,  that  as  the 
4  Houfe  had  voted  Three  Hundred  Pounds  for  that 
4  Purpofe,  he  fhould  wait  at  Eafton  or  Bethle- 
4  hem  till  the  whole  was  expended,  then  take  his 
4  Horfe  and  ride  away  to  New  Tor k  to  meet  Lord 
4  Loudon  •,  and  that  as  to  the  Time  of  Adjournment, 

4  he  fhould  not  fay  whether  he  was  pleafed  or  dif- 
4  pleafed  with  it,  but  leave  it  intirely  with  the  Houfe 
4  to  do  as  they  pleafed.’ 

A  Compliment  from  General  Shirley  to  the  Pro¬ 
vince  on  his  being  recalled,  acknowledging  the  44  re- 
44  peated  Instances  of  their  c  ntributing  towards  theDe- 
44  fence  of  his  Majefty’s  juft  Rights  and  Dominions, 
44  and  to  allure  them  of  his  hearty  Wifhes  for  their 
44  Welfare,’’  without  one  civil  thing  to  his  Brother 
Governor,  tho’  the  Letter  is  directed  to  him,  is  the 
only  Remarkable  of  the  Seffion  hitherto  omit¬ 
ted:  And  injurioufly,  wickedly,  ar  d  impudently,  as 
the  Province  has  been  afperfed,  no  Voucher  of  that 
authentic  Nature  can,  or  ought  to  be  difpenfed  with. 

On  the  1 6th,  according  to  their  Adjournment,  they 
met  again  :  And  the  next  Day  they  were  honoured 
with  the  Governor’s  MefTage ;  which  told  them,  in 
the  firft  Place,  what  they  had  long  told  each  other 
before,  namely, 44  That  their  Treasury  was  exhaufted  : 
That  the  Troops  wanted  their  Pay:  That  a  Supply 
was  necefiary,  &c.'9  The  taking  and  burning  of  an 
Out-fort  on  the  Juniata ,  called  Fort  Granville ,  made 
a  good  terrifying  Ingredient  in  it :  T'he  reft  was  the 
Stuff  that  he  had  talked  over  and  over,  till  the  Ear 
was  weary  of  hearing  it  •,  except  that  Major  Ruther¬ 
ford r,  the  Commanding  Officer  in  that  Province  of 
the  new  American  Regiment  then  raffing,  wanted  Bar¬ 
racks  for  i  ooo  Men  ;  and  that  his  Recruits  being 
chiefly  indentured  Servants,  it  would  be  neceffary  for 

the 
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»Le  ftoufe  t0  make  Provifion  for  the  Payment  of  their 
Mailers,  for  the  Refidue  of  the  Time  each  had  to 
ierve,  in  Conformity  to  his  Majefty’s  Inftruflions.” 

The  next  Day  the  Houfe  fent  up  their  Reply- 
which  was  as  follows  :  *  1  * 

4  A lay  it  pleafe  the  Governor , 

n-.Pv  Houfe  have  fepearedly  offered  the  Governor 
Bills  for  granting  confiderable  Sums  to  the  King’s 
4  Ufe,  to  which  he  has  refufed  his  AfTent,  beino-  re¬ 
trained  by  the  Proprietaries ,  as  he  fays,  from  pafF- 
'  mg  any  Bills  in  which  their  EJiate  is  to  be  taxed  to- 
v^arc^.s  Defence.  W  e  know  of  no  equitable  Way 
4  of  raifing  fuch  large  Sums  as  are  now  neceffary,  but 
‘  by  a  general  Tax  on  all  Eftates,  real  and  perfonal. 
t  “ave  voted  another  Sum  of  Forty  Thoufand 
Founds ,  to  be  raifed  in  that  Manner,  and  are  pre- 
4  paring  a  new  Bill  to  lay  before  the  Governor  for  that 
Purpofe.  But  as  we  are,  and  muft  be  ftill,  of  Opi- 
4  mon,  that  the  Proprietary  Eftates  ought  to  be  taxed 
4  in  common  with  thofe  of  their  Fellow  Subjects  in  all 

•  of  the  King’s  Dominions,  for  their  common 
Defence ,  we  cannot  omit  a  Claufe  of  that  Kind  in  our 
Bill,  without  Injuftice  to  the  King’s  other  Subjedls 

4  ourfelves,  our  Conftituents,  and  Pofterity  ;  and  we 
believe,  that  an  equal  Number  of  Men,  of  any  Se6t, 

4  Nation,  Name  or  Party  among  us,  will  never  be 
‘  c^ofen  to  reprefent  the  Province,  who  would  be  of 
4  a  different  Sentiment  in  this  Particular. 

4  In  the  mean  time,  we  earneftly  requeft  the  Go- 
4  vernor  would  ufe  his  Influence  with  the  Proprie¬ 
taries  Receiver  General,  to  induce  him  to  pay  the 
‘  remaining  Sum  of  near  three  Thoufand  Pounds ,  yet 
(  behind  of  their  Contribution  of  Five  Thoufand  Pounds , 
which  by.  Law  was  to  have  been  immediately  advan- 
‘  ced,  but  is  ftill  with-held  from  the  Commiffioners 
;  to  the  Injury  of  the  poor  Soldiers,  whofe  Pay  is  in 

•  Arrear  for  want  of  that  Money,  the  Fifty-five  Thou- - 

•  fond  Pounds  we  granted  by  the  faid  Bill  for  the 
King’s  Ufe  being  expended. 

A  a  3 
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c  V7e  are  fenfibly  affeCted  with  the  diftrefied  State 

<  of  our  Frontier  Inhabitants ;  though  we  apprehend 
6  they  are  in  a  much  better  Situation  than  thoie  of  the 
c  neighbouring  Provinces,  who  are  equally  near  the 
6  Enemy.  And  we  hope  they  may  be  rendered  ftill 

<  more  fecure,  by  a  vigorous  Exertion  of  the  Force 
4  now  on  Foot  for  their  Protection,  and  the  Annoy- 
4  ance  of  the  Enemy. 

c  Xhe  other  Mattes s  recommended  to  us  by  the 
4  Governor,  we  will  talce  into  Confideration,  and  hope 
4  we  may  be  able  to  do  therein  whatever  ought  to  be 

4  expeCted  of  us.’  J 

This  was  the  lad;  Parley  between  the  Afiembly  or 
Renfylvania  and  Mr.  Morris ,  who  makes  fo  notable  a 
Figure  on  their  Lift  of  Governors.  Captain  Denny  his 
Succeffor  was  at  hand  •,  and  therefore  he  did  not  think 
it ’worth  his  while  to  compofe  a  Reply,  which  he 
might  reafonably  fuppofe  no  body  would  think  worth 
reading. 

Change  of  Devils,  according  to  the  Scots  Proverb, 
Is  blithfome ! 

- Welcome  ever  fmiles. 

And  Farewell  goes  out  fighing - - 

fays  ShakefpeAre. 

The  whole  Province  feemed  to  feel  itfelf  relieved  by 
the  Alteration  of  one  Name  for  another. — Hope,  the 
univerfal  Cozener,  perfuaded  them  to  believe,  that 
t  he  good  Qualities  of  the  Man  would  qualify  the  Go¬ 
vernor. — Pie  was  received  like  a  Deliverer. —  I  he  of¬ 
ficious  Proprietary- NPayor-and-  Corporation ,  more  than 
once  already  mentioned,  made  a  Feaft  for  his  Enter¬ 
tainment  i  and  having  invited  the  Afiembly  to  par¬ 
take  of  it,  they  alfo  were  pleafed  to  become  forgetful 
enough  to  be  of  the  Party. 

That  the  Paid  Afiembly  fhould  congratulate  him  on 
his  Arrival  arid  Acc^jfon  (tho5  the  lerm  is  a  royal  one) 
was,  perhaps,  no  more  than  a  decent  and  refpeCtful 
Compliment:  And  that  they  fhould  augurate  from 

&he  Excellence  of  his  Character,  that  his  Adminiftra- 

tion 


Capt.  William  Denny,  Dep,  Governor.  359 

won  would  be  excellent,  a  fair  and  candid  Inference. 
But  that  they  fhould  find  600  /.  at  that  Time  in  their 
Treafury  to  prefent  him  with  as  an  Initiation-fee, 
may  be  Matter  of  Surprize  to  all  Readers  of  their 
Votes  alike.  Tired  they  might  be  of  Oppofition 
— pleafed  to  find  fome  Pretence  for  relenting :  But 
how  they  fhould  find  Money  where  no  Money  was, 
would  be  beyond  Conjecture.  The  Order,  therefore, 
on  their  Trealurer  for  that  Sum  could  only  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  prelent  Mark  of  their  Good-will,  and  an 
Obligation  on  the  Houfe  to  provide,  in  fome  future 
Money-bill,  for  the  Difcharge  of  that  Order. 

Compliments  over,  Government  began. — And  in 
the  new  Governor’s  very  firft  Speech,  the  Province  was 
given  to  underftand,  46  That  the  French  Incroach- 
ments  on  the  Ohio,  which  his  Majefty  in  his  Declara¬ 
tion  of  War  had  aftigned  as  the  principal  Caufe  of  his 
entring  into  a  juft  and  neceftary  War,  were  within  the 
Limits  of  it,  [which  the  Province  could  never  yet  be 
convinced  of  :]  And  that  therefore  it  w7as  particularly 
incumbent  on  them  *  to  exert  themfelves  in  the  Support 
of  fuch  Meafures  a>  had  been,  or  fliould  be,  concerted 
for  carrying  on  the  fame  with  Vigour  : — The  State  of 
the  Frontiers  too,  the  Devaftations,  Cruelties,  and 
Murders  committed  there,  and  the  Horror  they  excited 
in  him,  made  as  good  a  Topic  in  his  Hands,  as  the 
Back-Counties,  and  the  Back-Inhabitants  had  done  in 
his  Predecefl'or’s  : — Nay,  thole  very  Back- Inhabitants 
are  brought  forward  in  the  next  Paragraph  ;  and, 
what  is  more,  left  naked  and  defencelefs  to  a  favage 
and  mercilefs  Enemy  by  an  immediate  difbanding  of 

♦  *  Had  the  French  Fort  really  been  within  the  Bounds  of  the 
Grant  to  the  Proprietor,  that  would  not  have  made  the  Support  of 
the  War  more  particularly  incumbent  on  the  Affembly  of  PenfyU 
mania,  than  on  any  other  neighbouring  Government  equally  affect¬ 
ed  and  incommoded  by  its  Situation.  For  the  Country  was  as  yet 
uninhabited  :  The  Property  of  the  Soil  was  in  the  Proprietors  ;  who, 
if  it  could  be  recovered  from  the  French,  would  demand  and  re¬ 
ceive  exorbitant  Prices  for  it  of  the  People.  They  might  as  jultly 
be  told.  That  the  Fxpence  of  his  Lavt-fuit  with  the  Proprietary  of 
Maryland  for  recovering  his  Right  to  Lands  on  that  Frontier,  was 
particularly  incumbent  on  them  to  defray, 

A  a  4  the 
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tne  Provincial  Troops,  which,  as  before,  was  repre*- 
Rented  as  unavoidable,  unlefs  frefh  Supplies  were 
quickly  raifed  for  their  Support.” 

In  fhort :  If  Mr.  Morris  had  made  the  Speech  him- 
felf,  he  could  not  have  carried  on  the  Thread  of  Go¬ 
vernment  with  more  Confiftency :  For,  as  to  the 
Douceur  at  parting  contained  in  thefe  Words,  “  Let 
Unanimity  and  Difpatch  prevail  in  your  Councils — 
and  be  allured  I  will  deny  you  nothing  that  I  can 
grant,  confident  with  my  Duty  to  his  Majefty,  and  the 
Rights  of  the  Proprietaries ,”  it  amounted  to  no  more 
than  this,  Do  a$  my  Mafters  the  Proprietaries  would 
have  you,  and  I  will  fay  nothing  to  the  contrary  ! 

It  is  not  to  be  conceived,  that  Men  of  fuch  long  Ex¬ 
perience  in  the  Affairs  of  the  Province  (fo  the  Mem¬ 
bers  of  A  (Terribly  were  chara&erifed  by  their  new  Go¬ 
vernor)  could  be  one  Moment  at  a  Lofs  for  the  Mean¬ 
ing  of  his  Speech,  or  what  was  to  be  apprehended  in 
Confequence  of  it. 

They  had  voted  a  Supply  of  40,000  /.  before  Mr. 
Morris  was  fuperfeded.  They  did  not  fit  as  ufual  in 
the  Afternoon  of  the  Day  the  Speech  was  delivered  •, 
and  tho’  in  the  next  Day’s  Deliberation  they  dropt 
the  former  Bill,  and  ordered  in  another  with  a  Blank 
for  the  Sum,  they  adjourned  the  Day  following  with¬ 
out  doing  any  Bufinefs  at  all  :  Nay,  tho*  quickened 
the  next  following  with  a  MefiTage  accompanied  with 
an  Extradt  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Loudon ,  as  alfo 
feveral  other  Letters  and  Papers  (among  the  lat¬ 
ter,  one  containing  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Armjlrong 
concerning  fome  Secret  which  was  to  be  kept  a  Se¬ 
cret  dill)  they  demurred  both  that  and  three  days 
more,  before  they  came  to  any  farther  Refolution  ; 
and  then  they  agreed  upon  an  Addrefs  by  way  of  An- 
fwer  to  his  Speech,  in  which,  after  a  Paragraph  or 
two  ot  Compliment,  they  dryly  gave  him  to  under- 
ltand,  id,  “  That  from  the  very  Nature  of  their 
Frontier  which  was  fo  extended  that  it  in  a  manner  co¬ 
vered  the  Three  Lower  Counties ,  Maryland ,  and  New- 
Jwfey >  and  confided  of  difperfed  Settlements,  the 

Horrors 
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Horrors  he  talked  of  could  not  be  prevented.  2dly, 
That  as  it  was  in  a  better  State  of  Defence  than  that 
of  any  of  the  neighbouring  Colonies  equally  near  the 
Enemy,  they  could  not  but  hope  the  Inhabitants 
would  be  equally  fafe.  And  3dly,  That  as  great 
Unanimity  did  prevail  in  their  Councils,  they  fhould, 
as  far  as  lay  in  their  Power,  confident  with  their  juft 
Rights ,  enable  the  Governor  to  afford  the  People  the 
Continuance  of  that  Protection  they  fo  much  flood  in 
need  of,  £s?c.” 

They  alfo  accompanied  the  Paid  Addrefs  with  the 
following  Meffage  \  which  was  obvioufly  of  the  Nature 
of  a  Poftfcript,  calculated  to  contain  the  Bulinefs  pur- 
pofely  omitted  in  the  Letter  it  belonged  to. 

4  May  it  pleafe  the  Governor , 

<  As  foon  as  we  heard  and  confidered  the  Govern- 
‘  or’s  Speech,  and  before  we  received  his  Meffage 

<  with  the  Letter  from  Lord  Loudon ,  we  refolved  to 
4  give  a  Sum  of  Mloney  for  his  Nlajefty  s  Service  j  de- 
‘  monftrating,  by  that  Readinefs,  that  we  are  not  in- 
«  fenfible  of  our  Duty  to  the  belt  of  Kings,  nor  of  the 
6  Neceffity  of  enabling  the  Governor  at  this  critical 
‘  Conjuncture  to  proteCt  the  People  committed  to 
4  his  Care. 

‘  As  former  Grants  of  this  Kind  have  been  long 
6  delayed,  or  rendered  ineffectual,  by  Means  of  latent 
‘  Proprietary  InftruCtions,  not  communicated  to  us 

<  till  we  had  fpent  much  time  in  vain  in  forming  our 

<  Bills,  we  would  now  humbly  requeft  the  Governor 
4  to  lay  before  us  full  Copies  of  fuch  of  his  Inftruc- 
4  tions  as  relate  to  Money  Bills  of  any  Kind,  with  the 

<  Preambles  or  other  Parts  that  contain  the  Reafons 
4  of  fuch  InftruCtions  •,  that  we  may,  if  poffible,  avoid 
4  all  Occafions  of  Delay  in  Affairs  fo  important,  and 
4  that  our  Judgments  may  be  informed  of  the  Equity 
4  or  Neceffity  of  Rules  to  which  a  Conformity  is  re- 
4  quired. 

4  From  the  Governor’s  Candour,  and  fincere  Defire 
4  to  facilitate  and  expedite,  by  every  Means  in  his 

4  Power,  what  is  neceffary  to  the  public  Welfare,  as 

4  well 
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«  1  as  f™m  the  R«a*onablcnefs  of  the  Thine  in  k- 

«  felf’  we  h,ave  n°  doubt  that  he  will  favour  us  in 

granting  this  Requeft.’ 

1  he  Afiembiy  was  civil  : — The  Governor  was  art- 
Ail.  As  he  would  not  grant  all  that  was  afked,  he  re- 
lolved  to  be  as  forward  as  poffible  in  performing  as 
much  as  he  defigned.  Thus,  on  the  very  Day  their 
Requeft  was  made,  he  laid  the  Inftrudlions  in  queftion 
betore  them  ;  being  the  eleventh,  twelfth ,  and  twenty- 
Pfi  Articles  of  the  Proprietary  Inftrudions. 

Of  thefe  the  firft  regards  the  Intereft  Money  arifin* 
from  the  Provincial  Bills  of  Credit,  and  the  Money  m 
be  railed  by  Excife;  and  having  by  Advance  afferted 
njonit  Intention  in  the  faid  Proprietaries ,  and  the  Houfe 
ot  Representatives ,  to  have  it  applied  for  the  public 
Semce,  proceeds  to  ground  upon  that  joint  Intention 
a  1  itle  to  an  equal  Power  over  it ;  then  forbids  the 
Governor  to  give  his  Afient  to  any  Bill  or  Ad  of  Af- 
lembly  for  emitting  re-emitting,  or  continuing  any 
Paper  Currency,  tinlefs  the  whole  of  the  Intereft  Mo¬ 
ney  arifing  therefrom  fliould  be  difpofed  of  only  to  the 
very  Purpofes  to  be  Specified  in  fuch  Ad,  or  where  that 
could  not  be  conveniently  done,  by  the  joint  Concur¬ 
rence  of  Governor  and  Aftembfy  for  the  Time  be- 

And  the  fame  Prohibition  is  alfo  extended  to  all 
Excife  Laws,  except  the  Difpofition  of  the  Money  to 

Manner  ^  ^  them  1S  ^  aPProPriated  in  the  fame 

The  Second,  having  admitted  that  a  reafonable  and 
woaerate  Quantity  of  Paper  Money  tended  greatly  to 
tne  benefit  of  the  Province,  as  well  as  to  the  Trade  of 
Great  Britain ,  and  that  the  Dangers  of  Depreciation 
aroie  only  from  an  over-great  Quantity,  authorifes  and 
impowers^  the  Governor  difcretionally,  on  proper  In- 

q,Ur 7.,made’  and  ProPer  France  obtained  of  the  re- 
al  Utility  of  fuch  aMeafure,  to  make  an  Addition  to 
the  prefent  Currency  of  40,006/.  mm*,  provided 
laid  . Regard -  was  had  to  albthe  Limitations  ipecified 
m  tne  Inftrudion  foregoing:  And  dfo,  that  effedual 
Care  was  taken  that  all  Rents  and  'Quit -Rents,  due  to 
bmv  the 
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the  faid  Proprietaries ,  fliould  be  always  paid  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Rate  of  Exchange  at  the  Times  of  Payment 
between  the  Cities  of  Philadelphia  and  London ,  by 
fome  fufficient  Provifion  in  the  very  Adt  itfelf,  or 
home  feparate  Abt,  as  was  done  in  the  12th  of  tne 
prefent  King,  when  the  farther  Sum  of  1 1,1 10  /.  5 
was  iftlied. 

And  the  Third  related  to  the  Proprietary  Eftate  •, 
concernmo-  which  it  afterted  and  maintained,  ift. 
That  the&faid  Eftate  never  had  been  taxed.  2dly, 
That,  over  and  above  fuch  Exemption,  feveral  Adis 
were  paffed,  giving  to  the  faid  Proprietary  a  Support 
by  Duties  and  other  Impofitions.  3^7’  ^  ^at,  ^nce 
the  Expiration  of  thofe  Eaws,  no  Aid  Lad  been  given 
to  the  Proprietaries  as  luch  •,  notwithftanding  which, 
they  had,  on  feveral  Occafions,  (hewn  their  Regard  to 
the  public  Service,  by  voluntarily  and  chearfudy  ex¬ 
pending  feveral  confiderable  Sums  of  their  own  Mo¬ 
ney  for  the  Advancement  thereof,  altho*  no  Provin¬ 
cial  Tax  had  been  laid  tip  on  the  People  within  then 
Time,  till  the  laft  Year  :  So  as  that,  not  having  any 
Reafon  to  fufpett  the  Affembly  would  deviate  fo  much 
from  the  antient  Ufage,  as  to  pretend ,  by  any  Act  of 
theirs,  to  charge  their  Eftate  with  the  Burden  of  any 
Taxes,  they  had  therefore  given  the  preceding  Go¬ 
vernor  no  particular  Inftrudtionson  that  Head.  4th:}'» 
That  the  Affembly,  taking  Gccafion  of  the  Troubles 
of  America ,  had  reprefented  them  in  a  very  untrue 
Light,  as  unwilling  to  affift  the  Public  by  contributing 
to  the  Defence  of  the  Country,  tho*  no  Application 
had  been  made  to  either  of  them  for  that  Purpoie. 
ethly.  That  the  Bill  they  had  prepared  and  fent  up 
for  raffing  50,000  /.  for  the  King’s  Ufe,  by  a  fax  oi 
1 2  d.  per  Pound,  and  20  s.  per  Head,  was  a  Bill  of  a 
moft  unjuft  and  extraordinary  Nature  *,  in  as  much  as 
the  E (fates  of  the  Proprietaries  were  not  excepted ,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  the  AJfeJfors  were  to  acquaint  them- 
felves  with  and  procure  the  Amount  of  their  Eftate  in 
Quit- Rents,  and  in  the  fame  Manner  as  other  Eftates 
were -affeffed  and  taxed  in  the  refpe&ive  Counties,  by 

virdir 
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virtue  of  the  faid  Bill ;  as  the  faid  j2d.  was  laid  oil 
the  whole  Value  or  Fee-fimple  of  every  Eftate,  which 
luppoling  the  fame  computed  at  Twenty-five  Years 
urchafe  only,  was  a  Quarter-part  more  than  the 
whole  grofs  Rent,  without  allowing  for  any  Charges 
or  Repairs  ;  as  it  was  contrary  to  the  Royal  Charter, 
which  required  Land-tax  Bills,  as  well  as  other  Bills, 
to  be  confonant  to  Reafon,  the  Laws,  Statutes,  and 
ights  of  the  Kingdom,  &c.  not  repugnant  to  them  ; 
as  lo  heavy  a  Tax  was  not  necelTary  to  be  laid  for  the 
railing  Inch  a  Sum,  which  might  have  Been  raifed 
many.  other  WaYs  i  as  calculated  for  the  Purpofe  of 
putting  it  in  the  Power  of  Perfons  wholly  chofen  by 
the.  People  to  tax  their  Eflates  up  to  their  full  Value 
and  to  eafe  other  Perfons,  by  taxing  them  fo  lightly  as 
only  to  make  up  what  might  afterwards  be  wanting  to 
complete  the  faid  Sum  ;  as  the  taxing  of  unimproved 
Lands  yielding  no  Rent  or  Profit  to  the  Owner,  was 
highly  unreafonable,  and  contrary  both  to  the  Pra&ice 
of  Great  Britain ,  and  the  Laws  and  Statutes  thereof- 
as,  according  to  the  beft  Inquiries  they  could  make* 
neither  the  Quit-Rents  referved  to  the  Crown,  or  the 
Proprietaries  of  any  other  Colonies,  had  ever  been 
taxed  towards  the  raifing  any  Supplies  granted  in  thofe 
Colonies;  Quit-Rents  in  general  being  indeed  fo  fmall, 
that  httle  or  no  Land-tax  would  be  payable  out  of 
them,  even  in  Great  Britain ,  where  Land-taxes  are  an- 

j  5r»,  a?  the  GranCees  and  Owners  of  fuch  Farms 
and  Plantations,  out  of  which  fuch  very  fmall  Ac¬ 
knowledgments  were  referved  to  them,  did,  in  cafe 
of  a  Land-tax,  pay  for  the  Value  of  fuch  their  faid 
Farms  6thly,  That  tho*  their  Deputy  Governor  did 
refule  his  Affent  to  the  Bill,  on  the  Affembly’s  refufing 
to  exempt  their  Eftates,  they  were  fo  far  from  defi- 
ring  not  to  contribute  to  the  Defence  and  Support  of 

jS,  HhtS  anc^  P*ornini°ns,  that  immediately 

on  th cfirjl  Notice  fent  them  of  Braddock’s  Defeat,  they 
ent  over  an  Order  to  their  Receiver-General  to  pay 

nnn°/f  ^  frea™°*  their  Quit-Rents  the  Sum  of 
5000/.  as  a  free  Gift  towards  the  Defence  of  ths  Pro¬ 
vince* 
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vince,  defiring  all  Difputes  might  ceafe,  and  that  the 
Governor  and  Affembly  would  join  together  in  Mea- 
fures  to  oppofe  the  common  Enemy.  7thly,  That  the 
faid  Sum  of  5000  /.  fo  by  them  given,  was,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  Belief ,  twenty  times  more  than  the  Tax 
upon  all  their  Eftates  there,  if  truly  and  proportiona- 
bly  rated,  according  to  the  Value  of  all  other  Eftates, 
would  have  amounted  to,  for  raifing  a  Sum  of 
50,000/.  8thly,  That  another  Bill  of  the  fame  un- 
jujl  Nature,  for  raifing  55,000  /.  by  a  Tax  of  Six 
Pence  in  the  Pound  on  the  clear  Value  of  all  Eftates 
(theirs  excepted  in  Confideration  of  the  faid  Free-gift) 
their  then  Lieutenant  Governor  not  being  provided 
with  particular  Inftru&ions  with  refped  to  fuch  Bill, 
and  becaufe  the  Money  was  then  requifite  for  the  De¬ 
fence  of  the  Province,  gave  his  Affent  to.  9thly, 
That  they,  tendering  as  they  ought  to  do,  the  then 
Exigency  of  Affairs,  and  the  Neceffity  of  a  Supply, 
did  not  make  any  Application  to  his  Majefty  for  his 
Royal  Difallowance  of  the  faid  A£t,  as  at  any  other 
Time  they  fhould  have  done.  lothly.  That  the  Ajfef- 
fors  apointed  by  the  Affembly  in  both  the  faid  Bills 
were  few  in  Number,  chofen  by  the  People  only,  and 
not  one  by  them  ;  and  tho*  incapable  of  knowing  the 
true  Value  of  the  feveral  Eftates,  fo  to  be  rated  and 
taxed,  were  made  final  and  abfolute  Judges  without 
Appeal,  nthly.  That  by  laying  fo  great  a  Tax  to 
raife  fo  fmall  a  Sum,  the  faid  Ajfeffors  had  it  in  their 
Power  to  commit  great  Irregularities,  in  taxing  fome 
Eftates  to  their  utmoft  Value,  and  eafing  others, 
which  would  be  unequal  and  unjuft,  and  was  fo 
much  the  more  to  be  feared,  becaufe  they,  the  Propri¬ 
etaries,  had  been  informed ,  That  in  affefling  the  ordi¬ 
nary  County  Levies  on  the  like  Plan,  many  Perfons, 
inftead  of  being  rated  at  their  full  Worth,  had  not 
been  rated  at  a  fiftieth  Part  of  it. 

All  thefe  feveral  Articles  (here  ftated  in  their  full 
Force)  are  introduced  with  a  Whereas  at  the  Head  of 
each,  and  all  implicated  in  one  embaraffed  immea- 

furablc 
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durable  Period  j  to  wnich  is  tacked  the  Inflrudlion  it- 
ie!f,  with  the  following  Preamble  : 

And  whereas  the  laid  Aflembiy  appear  to  us  to 
have  been  inclined  not  only  to  load  and  burden  our 
Eitates  with  Taxes  by  their  Authority,  diredlly  con¬ 
trary  to  former  Ufage,  but  even  to  charge  the  fame 
diipropoi  tionabiy,  and  in  an  unequal  Manner,  in  or- 
*  ^er  t0  cafe  the  Eftates  of  others,  which  is  a  Mea- 
iure  we  are  by  no  means  willing  to  confent  to  :  And 
as  the  prefent  Invafion  of  his  Majefly’s  American 
Dominions  may  make  it  neceflary  to  raife  further 
Supplies  for  his  Service  in  our  Paid  Province,  the 
Aflembiy  may  hereafter  propofe  and  offer  Bills  or 
of  Aflembiy,  to  lay  additional  Taxes  on  real 
E*^a?:es  there  :  j  ou  are,  therefore,  hereby  required 
and  directed,  not  to  give  your  Afient  to  any  Bill  or 
‘  Adi  of  Aflembiy  of  that  Sort,  unlefs  the  Adi  he 
made  to  continue  for  one  Angle  Year  only,  and  no 
‘  longer,  (Ac.* 

,  f^ere  follows  a  Variety  of  Prefcriptions  and  Prohi¬ 
bitions  ;  fome  plaufibje  ;  fome  artificial ;  and  all  lerv- 
ing  as  a  Shoing-horn  to  the  great  One  of  all,  the  Ex¬ 
emption  of  the  Proprietary  Quit -Rents ,  which  was  to  be 
rendered  as  exprefs  as  poffibie. 

That,  however,  they  may  not  appear  altogether  in- 
tradlable,  one  Conceflion  is  made  towards  the  Conclu- 
fion,  which  is  worth  more  perhaps  than  they  fuppo- 
fed  ;  as  it  contains  a  tacit  Acknowledgment  that,  in 
Equity,  they  ought  to  be  taxed  like  the  retl  of  their 
Fellow- Subje&s,  and  yet  lefs  than  them  they  would 
have  it  undeifcood  ;  luch  Ellates  of  theirs,  as  come 
within  that  Defcription,  not  being  like  to  produce 
fuch  a  Sum  as  deferved  to  be  made  a  provincial  Ob- 
jedl  j  and  the  introdudlory  Part  of  the  Paragraph,  as 
may  be  colledted  from  the  famous  Contefl  between 
them  and  the  Aflembiy  concerning  Indian  Expences, 
j uflly  drawing  the  whole  inco  Sufpicion. 

This  is  the  Paragraph.  Valeat  quantum  valere potefi. 

And  whereas  we  are,  and  always  have  been,  moft 
ready  and  willing  to  bear  a  ]uft  Proportion  along 

*  with  : 
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*  with  our  Tenants  in  any  necelTary  Tax  for  the  De- 
‘  fence  of  the  faid  Province,  which  (hall  be  equally 
‘  laid  upon  the  Lands  of  the  Inhabitants,  and  alfo 
‘  upon  any  of  our  Manors  or  Lands  which  are  ahlu- 
4  ally  let  out  on  Leafes,  either  for  Lives  or  Years,  as 
4  being  Eflates  in  fome  Degree  like  to  thofe  of  which 
4  the  Inhabitants  are  pofiefied  •,  therefore  you  are  at 
‘  Liberty  to  give  your  Confent  to  any  reafonable  Bill 
‘  or  Adi  for  that  Purpofe,  provided  the  Tax  to  be 
4  paid  for  fuch  our  laft  mentioned  Eftates  {hall  be  paya- 
4  ble  by  the  Tenants  and  Occupiers,  who  fhall  dedudt 
4  the  fame  out  of  the  Rents  payable  by  them  to  us.* 

It  is  remarkable,  that  through  the  whole  the  Lan¬ 
guage  is  luch  as  could  indeed  become  none  but  an 
ahjolute  Proprietary  ;  all  dictatorial  ;  all  in  chief ,  as 
Lord  Paramount ;  as  if  there  was  no  King  in  Ifrael ,  nor 
any  Intereft  worthy  Confideration,  but  the  Proprietary 
Interejl ;  as  if  there  was  no  Occafion  for  Royal  Infiruc - 
tions,  or  as  if  it  was  impotfibie  any  fuch  fhould  inter¬ 
fere  with  theirs  •,  and  as  if  the  Provincial  Legiflature 
was  a  Nole  of  Wax  to  be  twilled  into  what  Shape 
they  plea  fed. 

Such  were  thefe  Inftrudlions  :  And  as  to  their  Ef¬ 
fect  in  the  Houfe,  it  was  fuch  as  was  naturally  to  be 
expedted  :  They  faw  a  Controverfy  without  End  be¬ 
fore  them,  produdtive  in  its  Way  of  all  Manner  of 
Calamities  public  and  private,  and  to  be  prevented  or 
IHortened  only  by  a  SubmifTion  equally  ruinous. 

They  faw  this ;  and  it  threw  them  into  Agonies, 
tho’  not  into  Defpair. 

The  firft  Expedient  they  made  ufe  of  was  the  fol¬ 
lowing  MelTage  to  the  Governor. 

4  May  it  pleafe  the  Governor , 

4  The  Houfe  have  taken  into  their  moll  fertous 
4  Confideration  the  Proprietary  Inflrudlions  relating 
4  to  the  palling  of  Money  Bills,  which  the  Governor 
4  has  been  pleafed  to  lay  before  us  ;  and  as  we  are 
4  fully  convinced  the  prefent  unharpy  Circumftances 
4  of  this  Province  require  very  large  and  immediate 
4  Supplies,  we  have  likewife  coniidered  the  Funds 

4  whereby 
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‘  whereby  fuch  Sums  as  we  judge  abfolutely  neceffary 

*  for  the  Security  of  the  Province  may  be  funk,  but 
‘  every  Thing  we  have  hitherto  been  able  topropofe, 
‘  muff  be  rendered  in  a  great  Degree  fruitlefs  by  thofe 

*  InftruCtions  if  adhered  to. 

4  We  therefore  requeft  the  Governor  would  be 

*  pleafed  to  inform  us,  whether  he  does  not  appre- 

*  hend  himfelf  at  Liberty,  notwithftanding  the  faid 

*  Proprietary  Injlruttions ,  to  pafs  fuch  equitable  Bills 

*  as  we  may  ofFer  him,  if  confiftent  with  his  own 

4  Judgment,  and  agreeable  to  fuch  Laws  as  have 

*  been  enabled  by  his  Predeceffors,  and  received  the 
4  Royal  Aflent.* 

To  this  the  Governor  anfwered, 

4  Gentlemen , 

‘  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  the  Houfe  have  taken  the 
4  Money  Bills  into  their  ferious  Confideration,  and 
4  the  Proprietary  InftruCtions  on  that  Subjedl. 

4  It  would  be  with  great  Reluctance,  efpecially  at 
‘  this  Time,  if  I  fhould  differ  in  Sentiments  with  the 
4  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives.  You  will  be  pleafed  to 
4  obferve  how  I  am  circumftanced,  and  that  1  cannot 
4  recede  from  my  Inftrudtions  without  riflcing  both 

*  my  Honour  and  Fortune,  which,  I  am  perfuaded, 

‘  you.  Gentlemen,  are  too  equitable  to  defire.* 

A  Bill  for  ftriking  the  Sum  of  Sixty  Phoufand 
Pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit,  and  giving  the  lame  to  the 
King’s  Ufe,  and  for  providing  a  Fund  to  fink  the 
fame,  by  laying  an  Excife  on  Wine,  Rum,  Brandy, 
and  other  Spirit s,  was  the  Relult ;  io,ooo/.  of  which 
was  appropriated  as  the  Quota  of  the  Province  to  the 
general  Fund  for  the  common  Service  and  Defence  of 
the  Colonies,  and  rendered  fubjedt  to  the  Orders  of  the 
Earl  of  Loudon  ;  io,ooo/.  to  difcharge  the  Debt 
contracted  by  the  Province  for  the  Provifions  furnifh- 
ed  for  the  Expedition  againft  Crown  Point *,  which 
Debt  had  been  unavoidably  incurred,  and  could  no 
otherwife  be  difcharged ;  no  Part  of  the  115,000/. 
granted  by  Parliament  for  the  Colonies,  having  been 
allotted  to  Penfyhania :  And  the  Refidue,  after  pay¬ 
ing 
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ing  fuch  Debts  as  had  been  contraded  fince  the  Ex¬ 
penditure  of  the  55,000  /.  was  defined  for  the  cur¬ 
rent  Service,  as  the  Managers  appointed  by  the  laid 
Ad,  with  the  Confent  and  Approbation  of  the  Go¬ 
vernor,  and  not  otherwile,  fhould  dired. 

When  the  faid  Bill  was  prefented  to  the  Governor, 
he  made  ufe  of  the  Anfwer  of  courfe.  That  he  would 
give  it  all  the  Difpatch  in  his  Power  ^  but  afterwards 
he  gave  them  notice  by  Meftage,  That  Difficulties  had 
arifen  ;  and  that  he  defired  a  Conference  with  a  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Houfe  in  order  to  a  Difcuffion  of  them. 

A  Committee  was  ordered  accordingly  ;  at  which 
(Sept.  13.)  the  Governor  was  pleafed  to  exprefs  him- 
felf  to  the  following  Purport,  viz. 

‘  That  although,  at  the  Requeft  of  the  Houfe,  he 
4  had  laid  the  Proprietary  Inftrudions  before  them 

*  with  the  utmoft  Candour,  yet  he  was  furprized  to 

*  find  there  was  a  Ciaufe  in  the  Bill  now  before  him, 
‘  whereby  the  Surplus -Money  (if  any)  was  to  be  in  the 
c  Difpofition  of  the  Afifembly,  contrary  to  the  faid 
‘  Proprietary  Inftrudions  :  That  the  Term  for  fink- 
4  ing  the  Sum  granted  to  the  King’s  Ufe  was  too 
4  long,  and  would  depreciate  the  Value  of  the  Cur- 
c  rency  :  That  fo  long  a  Time  was  contrary  to  the 
‘  Senfe  of  the  Miniftry,  and  the  Spirit  of  the  Ad  of 
4  Parliament,  which  reftrains  the  Eaftern  Colonies 
‘  from  ftriking  Bills  of  Credit  for  any  longer  Term, 
6  even  upon  the  moft  prefting  Emergencies,  than  Five 

-  Years  only  :  That  in  the  Report  of  th,e  Beard  of 
‘  Trade  on  the  Ad  pafted  by  this  AiTembly  for  grant- 
‘  ing  Sixty  Thoiijand  Pounds  to  the  King’s  Ufe,  the 
‘  chief  Reafon  their  Lorclfhips  urged  for  not  advifing 
4  his  Majefty  to  difallow  that  Ad,  was  the  Shortnefs 
4  of  the  Time  for  finking  the  fame ;  and  that  there 
4  were  many  Ways  to  Jink  the  Sum  granted  to  the 
4  King’s  Ule,  by  the  prefimt  Bill,  without  extending 
4  the  Rxcifefor  fo  long  a  Time.’ 

At  the  Requeft  of  the  Committee  he  alfo  gave 
them  the  Heads  of  hF  Gbjedions  in  writing;  namelv, 

B  b  1.  To 
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i.  To  the  Length  of  the  Term  of  Twenty  Years 
For  finking  the  faid  Sum,  as  it  might  endanger  the  in¬ 
tire  Lofs  of  the  Currency  •,  and  as  the  Lords  of  Trade 
had  afiigned  the  Shortnefs  of  the  Time  prefcribed  in 
the  60,000  /.  ACt,  as  their  Reafon  for  ^advifing  his 
Majefty  to  give  his  Afifent  to  it.  2.  To  the  Difpofi- 
tion  of  the  Surplus-Money  by  the  Afiembly  alone.  _  3. 
To  the  fubjeCting  the  10,000/.  given  as  a  Contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  general  Fund,  to  the  Order  of  Lord  Lou¬ 
don  only,  and  not  of  the  Commander  in  chief  for  the 
Time  being.  4.  To  the  Application  of  any  Part  of 
the  Money  to  the  Difcharge  of  the  10,000  /.  given 
for  the  Ufe  of  the  Crown-Point  Expedition,  as  the  faid 
Sum  was  iffued  upon  a  Fund  already  eftablifhed. 

His  other  Objections,  being  of  a  lefs  general  Na¬ 
ture,  need  not  to  be  fpecified.  And  in  the  Clofe  of 
all,  That  he  might  be  thoroughly  underflood ,  he  farther 
chofe  to  exprefs  himfelf  as  follows :  To  wit,  “  That 
he  had  had  feveral  Applications  made  to  him  from  the 
Frontier ,  requeuing  the  Aid  of  the  Legiflature  in 
their  prefent  diftreffed  Circumftances :  That  the  Eyes 
of  the  neighbouring  Colonies  were  upon  them  ;  and,  a- 
bove  all,  that  the  Nation  of  England  were  in  Expec¬ 
tation  of  their  granting  the  neceffary  Supplies  for  the 
King’s  Service  :  That  he  was  forry  to  find  the  firft 
Bill  offered  to  him  fhould  be  fuch  as  he  could  not 
pafs :  And  that  he  hoped  they  would  fo  conduCt 
themfelves  as  that  he  might  make  a  favourable  Repre¬ 
sentation  of  their  ConduCt  to  his  Majefty.” 

The  Houfe,  on  the  other  hand,  having  taken  thefe 
Objections  into  Confideration,  appointed  a  Committee 
to  colleCt  the  Senfe  of  the  Houfe  in  Anfwer  to  them, 
which  upon  the  Report  was  approved,  and  fent  up  to 
the  Governor  by  the  Committee  of  Conference. 

And  this  Anfwer,  fo  far  as  regards  the  Objections 
above  ftated,  can  be  given  in  no  Terms- fo  appofite  as 
their  own,  viz. 

‘  1.  The  Houfe  chofe,  at  this  Time,  an  Excife  Bill 
‘  rather  than  a  Land-tax  Bill,  to  avoid  any  Difpute 
*  about  taxing  the  Proprietary- EJlate,  and  becaufe,  as 

4  it 
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‘  it  was  a  Mode  of  raifing  Money  they  were  ufed  to 
4  and  underftood,  the  Bill  might  more  fpeedily  be 

*  formed  and  brought  to  EffeCt,  fo  as  to  anfvver  the 
‘  prefent  preffing  Emergency  ;  and  being  in  the  fame 
4  Form  with  a  Number  of  preceding  Excife  Bills,  that 

*  had  been  palled  by  former  Governors,  gone  through 
4  the  Offices  at  Home,  and  received  the  Royal  AfTentj 
4  they  well  hoped  it  might  meet  with  no  Objections. 

4  The  laft  Time  it  palled,  the  Term  was  Ten 
‘  Years.  No  Inconvenience  arofe  from  the  Length 
4  of  that  Term.  Could  we  have  funk  the  Sum  we 
4  wanted  by  the  Excife  in  that  Term,  we  ffiould  not 
4  defire  to  extend  it.  But  we  expeCt  it  will  not  yield 
4  more  in  Twenty  Years  than  the  Sixty  Thoufand 
4  Pounds  granted.  The  ACt  of  Parliament  made  for 
4  the  Eaftern  Colonies,  is  not  in  Force  here.  Had 
4  the  Parliament  thought  it  fit  that  this  Province 
4  ffiould  be  governed  by  that  Ad,  they  would  not 
4  have  excluded  P  enfylvania  out  of  the  Bill,  as  they 
4  aClually  did.  Governor  Hamilton  had  formerly  of- 
4  fered  to  extend  the  Excife  to  any  Term,  during 
4  which  we  would  load  it  with  Three  'Thoufand  Pounds 
4  ■per  Annum ,  granted  to  the  Crown.  From  whence 
4  we  concluded  the  Term  of  Twenty  Years  would 
4  not  be  objected  to,  Sixty  Thoufand  Pounds  being 
4  granted. 

4  Other  Taxes  or  Extifes  on  other  Confumptions 
4  might  poffibly  be  laid,  but  we  have  no  Experience 
4  of  them  :  They  will  require  a  Time  of  more  Leifure 
4  to  be  well  con fidered,  and  Laws  for  collecting  them 
4  properly  formed,  lb  as  to  be  effectual,  and  not  inju- 
4  rious  to  our  Trade.  If  this  War  continues,  we  may 
4  foon  want  them  all  5  and  the  fucceeding  Alfembly 
4  may  take  thofe  Matters  in  hand  immediately  after 
4  their  Meeting,  fo  as  to  have  fuch  new  Excifes  ready 
4  before  the  Money  now  granted  is  expended  ;  tho” 

4  we  ftill  think  a  well  proportioned  Tax  on  Property, 

4  the  moft  equal  and  juft  Way  of  raifing  Money. 

4  If  every  Man  who  received  our  Bills  of  Credit  in 
4  Payment,  was  obliged  to  keep  them  in  his  Hands 

B  b  a  -  4  till 
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4  ti'il  the  End  of  Twenty  Years,  to  be  fure  the  Length 
4  of  the  Term  would  occafion  a  proportionable  Depre- 
4  ciation.  But  they  being  a  legal  Tender  in  all  Pay- 
4  ments,  and  the  Poffeffor  able  to  exchange  them  im- 
4  mediately  for  their  Value,  it  is  not  Length  of  Term, 

4  but  Excels  of  Quantity,  that  muft  occafion  their 
4  Depreciation;  and  that  Quantity  is  by  this  Bill 
‘  yearly  to  diminilh.  Befides,  the  Eighty  Lhoujand 
6  Rounds  we  have  out  on  Loan,  is  now  to  fink  in  the 
4  next  fix  Years,  which  will  greatly  IdTen  our  Cur- 
4  rency,  and  confequently  lelfen  the  Danger  of  the 
4  Depreciation. 

4  If  the  Quantity  fhould  prove  too  great,  which 
4  we  believe  it  will  not,  a  fubfequent  A6t,  laying 
4  Excife  or  Duty  on  other  Commodities,  encreafing 
4  the  Duty  per  Gallon,  raifing  it  alfo  from  private 
4  Confumption,  or  obtaining  Money  by  any  other 
4  Means  for  the  publick  Service,  may  be  made,  and 
4  the  Money  applied  to  the  more  fpeedy  Sinking  this 
4  Sixty  Ihoufand  Pounds. 

4  2.  There  will  probably  be  little  or  no  Surplus  left 
4  to  the  Difpofition  of  the  Alfembly.  People  now 
4  leave  the  Province  fafter  than  they  come  into  it. 

4  The  Importation  of  Germans  is  pretty  much  over. 

4  Many  go  from  us  to  fettle  where  Land  is  cheaper. — 

4  The  Danger  attending  Frontier  Settlements  will 
4  probably  be  long  remembered,  even  after  a  Peace 
4  may  be  rellored.  And  if  our  Inhabitants  diminifh, 
4  the  Excife  will  be  leifened  inftead  of  being  in- 
4  created. — At  its  bell,  it  produces,  communihus  An- 
4  nis,  not  more  than  Three  Ihoufand  Pounds  per  An- 
4  num. 

4  In  former  Excife  Laws  the  Alfembly  have  had  the 
4  Difpofition  of  the  Whole. — They  preferved  the  pub- 
4  lick  Credit ;  paid  all  publick  Debts  punctually 
4  every  Year;  and  have  not  abu fed  the  Trull  repofed 
4  in  them. 

4  The  Inftrudlion  is  not  a  Royal  but  Proprietary  In- 
4  llrudion,  calculated  to  eftablifh  arbitrary  Govern- 
4  went  among  us,  to  dfrrefs  the  Ajfembly  and  People , 


l 
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«  and  put  it  out  of  their  Power  to  fupport  their  Com - 
4  plaints  at  Home.  It  would,  moreover,  deprive  us 
4  of  a  juft  Right  and  Privilege,  enjoyed  from  th efrft 
4  Settlement  of  the  Country. 

4  3.  Lord  Loudon  is  a  Nobleman  diftinguifhed  by 
4  the  great  Truft  the  Crown  hath  placed  in  him.  We 
4  have  likewife  received  a  high  Charadler  of  his  In- 
4  tegrity  and  Uprightnefs,  which  induces  us  to  con- 
‘  fide  in  him.  The  Chance  of  War  (which  Heaven 
4  prevent)  may,  after  feveral  Removes,  give  him  a 
4  Succefibr  unknown  to  us.  If  it  fhould  be  found 
4  neceffary  and  convenient  before  the  Money  is  ex- 
4  pended,  the  Governor  and  Afiembly  can  at  any 
4  Time,  by  a  little  Add,  fubjed  the  Remainder  to 
4  the  Order  of  his  Succefibr,  the  Commander  in  Chief 
4  for  the  Time  being. 

4  4.  It  is  true,  there  was  a  Fund  appropriated  to 
4  fink  the  Notes  ifiued  for  the  Grant  to  the  Crown- 
4  Point  Expedition.  That  Fund  in  a  great  Meafure 
4  fails  by  the  Lofs  of  one  whole  County  to  the  Enemy, 

4  and  the  Abandoning  confiderable  Parts  of  other 
4  Counties,  where  Lands  mortgaged  to  the  Loan- 
4  Office  are  fituated.  The  whole  Sum  was  appro - 
4  priated  to  the  King’s  Service.  And  if  thofe  Notes 
4  had  not  been  ifiued,  that  Affiftance  could  not  have 
4  been  given,  as  our  Affairs  were  then  circumftanced. 

4  They  cannot  be  redeemed  in  due  Time  by  that 
4  Fund,  without  adding  to  the  Diftreffes  of  the  Peo- 
4  pie,  already  too  great ;  and  the  Publick  Credit 
‘  ought  to  be  kept  up,  as  it  may  be  wanted  on  fome; 
'kiture  Emergency.  Relides,  thofe  Notes  bear  In- 
‘tereft,  and  at  this  Time  the  Province  is  lefs  able 
‘than  ever  to  pay  Intereft.  We  fhould  now  fave 
4  Money  by  all  Means  in  our  Power.’ 

‘  10  The  Fund  appropriated  for  finking  the  Five 
4  Thoufand  Pounds ,  given  for  the  Canada  Expedition, 
4  was  broke  in  upon  by  the  late  extraordinary  De- 
4  mands  for  publick  Money.  Five  Thoufand  Pounds 
4  was  given  in  Provifions  to  General  Braddock ,  and 
4  near  Four  T’houfand  Pounds  more  to  cut  a  Road 

B  b  3  ‘for 
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4  for  the  King’s  Service  at  the  Inftance  of  that  Oe- 

*  neral ;  befides  large  Sums  for  the  Maintenance  of 
4  Indians,  extraordinary  and  expenfive  Treaties,  &c. 
4  not  expe&ed  or  forefeen  when  the  Fund  was  laid. 
4  It  may  therefore  fall  fhort,  and  the  outftanding 
4  Debts  not  pay  the  Whole  j  but,  however,  the  Pub- 
c  lick  Credit  ought  to  be  fupported  •,  and  the  new 
4  laid  Excife  is  the  molt  proper  Fund  to  fupply  De- 
4  ficiencies  in  the  Old. 

4  The  Houfe  cannot  be  fuppofed  infenfible  of  the 
4  Diftreffes  of  their  Fellow  Subjects  on  the  Frontiers. 

*  Several  of  the  Members  refide  there.  They  hoped 
4  they  had  in  this  Bill  provided  for  thofe  People  the 
*■  Means  of  fpeedy  A  Alliance,  and  avoided  all  Ob- 
4  je&ions.  They  fee  none  now  of  Importance  enough, 
4  in  their  Opinion,  to  prevent  the  Palfage  of  the  Bill. 
4  They  grant  the  Money  freely  to  the  King’s  Ufe, 
4  and  cannot  admit  of  Amendments  to  a  Money  Bill : 
4  They  therefore  perfuade  themfelves,  that  the  Gover- 
4  nor  will  confider  the  prefent  Circumflances  of  the 
4  Province,  and  the  Confequences  of  difpiriting  the 
4  Inhabitants,  by  depriving  them  at  this  Time  of  their 
4  Privileges ,  without  which  they  would  think  the 
4  Country  fcarce  worth  defending  \  and  that  he  will 
4  not  fuller  a  Proprietary  Inftrullion ,  new,  unjuft ,  and 
4  unfeafonable ,  to  deprive  his  Majefty  of  a  Grant  fo 
4  large,  fo  freely  given,  and  fo  necejfary  for  his  Service  ; 

4  and  for  the  Preferyation  of  the  Proprietary  Eft  ate,  as 
4  well  as  the  fecuring  the  Lives  and  Fortunes  of  the 
4  Inhabitants,  who  promifed  themfelves  great  Hap- 
4  pinefs  in  being  placed  immediately  under  his  Care 
4  and  Protection.’ 

The  Kings  of  Great -Britain  have  a  Negative  on 
Laws  as  well  as  the  Deputy- Governors  of  Penfylva - 
nia ;  But  then  they  ufe  it  as  rarely  as  poffible  ;  and 
when  they  do,  they  rather  demur  than  refufe :  But 
the  Deputy-Governor  of  Penfylvania ,  having  no  fuch 
Managements  to  obferve,  thought  the  peremptory 
Stile  the  belt ;  and  fo  fent  down  the  Secretary  with  a 
verbal  Meffage,  which  is  entered  in  the  Minutes  of 
the  Province  in  thefe  Words,; 

SIR* 
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c  The  Governor  returns  the  Bill,  intituled,  e  An 
<c  for  ftriking  the  Sum  of  Sixty  T boufand  Pounds , 
“  in  Bills  of  Credit,  and  giving  the  fame  to  the 
“  King’s  Ufe,  and  for  providing  a  Fund  to  link  the 
“  Bills  fo  to  be  emitted,  by  laying  an  Excife  upon 
«  Wine,  Rum,  Brandy  and  other  Spirits.  And  his 
c  Honour  commands  me  to  acquaint  the  Houle, 
‘  That  he  will  not  give  his  Affent  to  it;  and, 
‘  there  being  no  Perfon  to  judge  between  the  Go- 
‘  vernor  and  the  Houfe  in  thefe  Parts,  he  will  im- 
«  mediately  tranfmit  to  his  Majefty  his  Reafons  for 

‘  fo  doing.* 


The  Remainder  of  that  Day  (the  15th;.  as  it  may 
be  furmifed,  was  wafted  in  a  vain  Dilcuffion  of  the 
Difficulties  they  were  involved  in :  For  the  Houle 
broke  up  without  coming  to  any  Refolution.  lhe 
next  was  a  Blank  likewife  :  No  Bufineff  was  doner 
But,  on  the  Third,  having  refumed  the  Con  fide  ration 
of  the  Governor’s  Objedions  to  their  Bill,  the  Com* 
mittees  Report  thereupon,  the  Governor  s  verbal 
Meffage  refufing  his  Affent  to  the  faid  Bill,  and  the 
Proprietaries  Inftru&ions,  preferring  to  the  Reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Province,  the  Modes  of 
their  railing  Money  for  the  King’s  Service,  they  came 
to  the  following  Refolutions  :  To  wit. 

‘  That  the  faid  Proprietary  Inftru&ions  are  arbi- 
‘  trary  and  unjuft,  an  Infradion  of  our  Charter,  a 
«  total  Subverfion  of  our  Conftitution,  and  a  manifelt 
‘  Violation  of  our  Rights,  as  free-born  Subjects  of 

‘  That  the  Bill  for  granting  Sixty  Thoufand  Pounds 
‘  to  the  King’s  Ufe,  to  which  the  Governor  has 
«  been  pleafed  to  refufe  his  Affent,  contains  no- 
«  thincr  “  inconfiftent  with  our  Duty  to  the  Crown, 
“  or  the  Proprietary  Rights,”  and  is  agreeable  to 
<  Laws  which  have  been  hitherto  enafted  within  this 
*  Province,  and  received  the  Royal  Approbation. 

B  b  4  That 
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.*  ^^ght  of  granting  Supplies  to  the  Crown 

is  in  the  Affembly  alone,  as  an  effential  Part  of  our 
Conftitution,  and  the  Limitation  of  all  fuch  Grants 
as  to  the  Matter,  Manner,  Meafure  and  Time,  is 
6  cnly  in  them. 


That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Houfe,  that  'the  6 
many  frivolous  Objections,  which  our  Governors 
have  been  ad vi fed  from  Time  to  Time  to  make  to 
our  Money-Bills,  were  calculated  with  a  View  to 
embarrafs  and  perplex  the  Reprefentatives  of  the 
‘  I  eqple,  to  prevent  their  doing  any  Thing  effec- 
‘  tual  *or  the  Defence  of  their  Country,  and  thereby 
*  render  them  odious  to  their  gracious  Sovereign,  v 

‘  artn,d  t0  their  Lellow  Subjects,  both  at  Home  and 
4  Abroad. 

Chat  the  Proprietaries  encreafing  their  ReftriCIions 
;  ”Pon  the  Governor,  beyond  what  they  had  ever 
done  before,  at  a  Time  when  the  Province  is  in¬ 
vaded  by  the  King’s  Enemies,  and  barbarous  Tribes 
of  Indians  are  ravaging  theFrontier Settlements;  and 
their  forbidding  the  Paffing  of  any  Bills  whereby 
Money  may  be  raifed  for  the  Defence  of  the  Inha- 
t  .  ants->  unlefs  thofe  InftruCtions  are  ftri,Ctly complied 
t  WIt'‘F  is  tyrannical,  cruel  and  opprefll ye,  with  Re- 
gaid  to  the  People,  and  extremely  injurious  to  the 
c  Ding’s  Service  :  Since,  if  the  Affembly  fliould  ad- 
nere  to  their  Rights,  as  they  juftly  might,  the 
vvhoie  Province  would  be  thrown  into  Confufion, 

4  abandoned  to  the  Enemy  and  loft  to  the  Crown. 

The  PI ou fe,  therefore,  referving  their  Rights  in 
their  full  Extent  on  all  future  Occafions,  and  pro- 
\  ™ting  sgainft  the  Proprietary  InftruClions  and 
:  Prohibitions,  do,  neverthelefs,  in  Duty  to  the 
King,^  and  Companion  for  the  fuffering  Inhabitants 
of  their  diftreffed  Country,  and  in  humble  but  full 
Confidence  of  the  Juftice  of  his  Majefty  and  a 
4  Parliament,  wave  their  Rights  on  this  prefen't 

<  pTil011  °nly  5  and  do  furcher  Rtfolve,  That  a  new 
-  ke  bought  in  for  granting  a  Sum  of  Money  to 
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*  the  King’s  Ufe,  and  that  the  lame  be  made  conform- 
*  able  to  the  laid  I  nil  ruCtions.’ 

By  this  new  Bill,  both  the  Sum  and  the  Time  was 
reduced  one  Half:  That  is  to  fay,  the  Sum  to 
30,000/.  and  the  Time  for  raifing  it,  by  Excife,  to 
Ten  Years.  The  Bill  was  immediately  prepared  and 
read,  and  the  next  Day  was  fent  up  to  the  Governor, 
who,  on  the  20th,  condefcended  to  fignify,  That  he 
was  ready  to  pals  the  fame  into  a  Law,  provided,  a 
Claufe  therein  relating  to  the  Fines  and  Forfeitures,  be¬ 
ing  paid  into  the  Treafury,  was  firft  ftruck  out ;  which, 
on  Account  of  the  prefent  Exigency  of  Affairs,  having 
been  alfo  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  the  Lid  Bill  was, 
on  the  2 iff  of  September ,  paffed  accordingly  into  a 
Law. 

Under  thefe  Circumffances,  in  this  Manner,  and 
for  thefe  Confiderations,  had  Governor  Denny  the 
Honour  to  extort  this  Proprietary-Sacrifice  from  thefe 
lioneft,  confiderate,  able,  fpirited  Men,  who  had 
flood  in  the  Gap  for  fo  many  Years,  and  who  had 

I  never  been  driven  out  of  it,  if  it  had  been  poflible 
for  them  to  have  favecl  their  Country  and  its  Confti- 
tution  too. 

To  the  Cruelty  of  the  Conjuncture  alone  they  gave 
Way  :  Not  to  any  Superiority  of  Reafon  in  their  Ad- 
verfaries,  nor  through  any  Failure  . of  Integrity  or  For¬ 
titude  in  themfelves. 

Of  this,  a  fufficient  Teftimonial  remains  (till  to  be 
given  out  of  their  Minutes ;  wherein  are  to  be  found 
(and  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  for  ever  remain)  the  Re¬ 
marks  of  the  Committee,  by  Order  of  the  Houfe,  on 
the  Proprietaries  Inftru&ions  already  before  the  Reader, 
which  contain  as  full  a  Vindication  of  themfelves  and 
their  Conduct,  as  is  in  the  Power  of  Thoughts  and 
Words  to  exprefs  •,  and  confequently  as  full  an  Ex- 
pofition  of  the  Claims  and  Demands  brought  againft 
them. 

Too  long,  however,  is  this  Performance  to  be 
given  in  the  Entire  ;  more  efpecia.lly  in  the  Clofe  of 
fo  long  a  Narration;  and  too  fignificant  is  it  to  admit 

3  of 
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of  any  Abridgment :  To  the  Appendix,  therefore,  the 
Reader  muft  be  referred,  if  he  has  a  Curiofity  to  fee 
it  *,  where  it  is  lodged,  as  a  Requifite,  without  which 
neither  his  Entertainment  nor  his  Information  could 
be  complete. 

It  will  fuffice  to  fay  in  this  Place,  That  it  was  una- 
nimoufly  approved  of  and  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe  : 
And  that  the  Houfe  was  unanimous  alfo  in  Refolving 
“  That  it  was  highly  necefiary,  a  Remonftrance 
fhould  be  drawn  up  and  fent  Home,  fetting  forth,  the 
true  State  of  Penfylvania ,  and  reprefenting  the  perni* 
cious  Confequences  to  the  British  Intereft,  and  to 
the  Inhabitants  of  that  Province,  if  contrary  to  their 
Charters  and  Laws,  they  were  to  be  governed  by  Pro¬ 
prietary  Injlruftions .** 

The  true  State  of  Penfylvania  is  now  before  us. — It 
is  apparent  the  Aflemblies  of  that  Province  have 
a&ed  from  the  Beginning  on  the  defenjive  only : — 
The  Defenfive  is  what  every  Man,  by  the  Right  and 
Law  of  Nature  is  intitled  to. — Jealoufy  is  the  firft  Prin¬ 
ciple  of  Defence :  If  Men  were  not  to  fufpebt,  they 
would  rarely,  if  ever,  be  upon  their  Guard. — Magna 
Charta  is  apparently  founded  upon  this  Principle; 
nay,  provides.  That  Oppofition  fhould  be  always  at 
Hand  to  confront  and  obviate  Danger. — Penn ,  the 
Founder  of  the  Colony,  founded  it  upon  Magna 
Charta  :  And,  as  we  have  feen,  the  Birthrights  of 
his  Followers  were  rather  enlarged  than  diminifhed  by 
his  Inftitutions. — That  the  latter  Part  of  his  attive 
Life,  therefore,  was  employed  in  undermining  his 
own  Foundations,  only  ferves  to  excite  our  Concern, 
That  fo  few  fhould  be  of  a  Piece  with  themfelves ;  and 
to  make  him  anfwerable  in  Part  for  the  TrefpafTes  of 
his  Heirs. 

Fatally  verified,  however,  we  fee,  both  there  and 
every  where  elfe,  the  Fable  of  the  Ax,  which  having 
been  gratified  with  as  much  Wood  only  as  would  ferve 
it  for  a  Handle,  became  immediately  the  Inflrument 
to  hew  down  the  Foreft,  Root  and  Branch,  from 
whence  it  was  taken. 
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It  is  as  apparent,  on  the  other  Hand,  That  thefe 
Proprietaries  have  aded  an  ojfenjive  Part  5  have  fet  up 
unwarrantable  Claims ;  have  adhered  to  them  by  In- 
JtruCtions  yet  more  unwarrantable  j  have  availed  them-* 
feives  of  the  Dangers  and  Diftreffes  of  the  Province, 
and  made  it  their  Bufineis  (at  leaft  their  Deputies 
have)  to  increafe  the  Terrors  of  the  T  imes,  pur- 
pofely  to  unhinge  the  prefent  Syftem  ;  and,  by  the 
Dint  of  Affumptions,  Snares,  Menaces,  Afperfions, 
Tumults,  and  every  other  unfair  Practice  whatloever, 
would  have  either  bullied  orwheadled  the  Inhabitants 
out  of  the  Privileges  they  were  born  to  :  Nay,  they 
have  actually  avowed  this  perfidious  Purpofe,  by 
avowing  and  difperfing  thofe  Pamphlets  in  which  the 
faid  Privileges  are  infolently,  wickedly  and  fooliffily 
pronounced  repugnant  to  Government,  the  Sources 
of  Confufion  *,  and  fuch  as,  having  anfwered  the 
great  End  of  caufing  an  expeditious  Settlement,  for 
which  alone  they  were  granted,  might  be  refumed  ac 
Pleafure,  as  incorrtpatible  with  the  Dictatorial  Power, 
they  now  challenge,  and  would  fain  exercife. 

And  This  being  the  Truth,  the  plain  Truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  Truth,  there  is  no  need  to  dired 
the  Cenfures  of  the  Public  •,  which,  on .  Pr0Per 
formation,  are  always  fure  to  fall  in  the  right  i  lace. 

The  Parties  before  them  are  the  Fwo  Proprietaries 

of  a  Province  and  the  Province  itfelf. - And  Who 

or  What  are  thefe  Proprietaries  ?_  In  the  Province, 
unfizeable  Subjects  and  unfufficient  Lords.  t 


Home,  Gentlemen,  'tis  true,  but  Gentlemen  fo  very 
private,  that  in  the  Herd  of  Gentry  they  are  hardly 
to  be  found  : - Not  in  Court ;  not  in  Office  ;  not  in 

And  which  is  of  moft  Confequence  to  the  Commu¬ 
nity  ;  Whether  their  private  EJiate  ffiall  be  taxed ,  or 

the  Province  ffiall  be  faved  •  .  Tr 

Whether  thefe  Two  private  Gentlemen,  in  Virt  e 

of  their  ab folate  Proprietaryjhip ,  ffiali  con vert  fo  many 
Fellow- Subjects,  born  as  free  |s  themfelves,  into  Vaf- 
fals  ?  Or/ Whether  fo  noble  and  ufcful  a  Provt™** 
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fhall  for  ever  remain  an  Afylum  for  all  that  wifh  to  re¬ 
main  as  free  as  the  Inhabitants  of  it  have,  hitherto, 
made  a  Shift  to  preferve  themfelves  ? 

Sub  Judice  Lis  eft. 

What  Part  the  Offices  here  at  Home  have  taken  in 
this  Controverfy,  it  will  be  Time  enough  to  fpecify 
when  5tis  over  :  And  Appeals  refpe&fully  made  argue 
a  Preemption,  That  Right  will  be  done. 

But  one  Circumftance  more,  therefore,  remains 
to  be  added  in  Behalf  of  this  perfecuted  Province ,  which 
is,  the  Teftimonial  of  Commodore  Spry,  contained  in 
the  following  Extradts  from  Two  of  his  Letters  to  one 
Mr.  Level ,  a  Gentleman  of  Philadelphia ,  and  by 
him  communicated  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Affembly. 
I  c  wit. 

m  ‘  Auguft  5,  1 756, 

s  ’Tis  impoflible  to  conceive  how  much  I  am 
*  obliged  to  the  Gentlemen  of  Pennfylvania  for  their 
s  ready  Concurrence  in  fupplying  his  Majefty’s  Ships 
‘  in  North- America  with  fuch  a  Number  of  Seamen, 
‘  at  their  Government’s  Expence  ;  and  I  muff:  entreat 
«  you  to  make  my  moft  grateful  Acknowledgments 
6  to  your  Speaker,  and  the  reft  of  the  Gentlemen  con- 
4  cerned  in  it.5 

‘  Auguft  7,  1756. 

4  I  have  joined  Mr.  Holmes ,  and  we  are  now  under 
£  Sail,  with  a  fair  Wind,  for  Louijbourg.  Laft  Night  a 
4  Ship  luckily  arrived  with  Twenty-nine  Seamen  more 
4  from  the  People  of  your  good  Province  :  God  blefs 
‘  them  !  I  fhall  ever  gratefully  remember  and  ac- 
4  knowledge  it.  I  have  the  Seamen  all  on  board 
4  my  own  Ship,  except  four  that  are  Tick  at  the 
1  Hofpkal.5 
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Containing  fundry  Original  Papers,  relative  to  the  feveral  Points 
of  Controverfy  between  the  Governors  and  Affemblies  of 
Penfylvania. 

b  the  Honourable  THOMAS  PENN,  and  RICHARD  PENN,  Proprie¬ 
taries  of  the  Province  of  Pennfylvania,  &c. 

h  REP  RESENT  ATI  ON  of  the  General-Assembly  of  the 
[aid,  Province ,  met  at  Philadelphia,  the  ‘Twenty-third.  Day  of  the  Sixth 
Month,  1751. 


May  it  pleafe  the  Proprietaries, 

rHE  fir  It  Setilcrs  of  this  Province  unanimoufly- concurred  with  your  worthy  ra¬ 
ther,  to  lay  the  Foundation  of  their  Settlements,  in  doing  Juftice  to  the  Native 
tdians,  by  comingamong  them  as  Friends,  upon  an  equitable  Purchale  only  :  1  us 
ion  appeared  to  be  the  belt  and  fafeft  Way  to  begin  the  Infant  Settlement,  by  the  Ve- 

eration  and  Love  it  procured  from  thofe  People,  who  kindly  fupplied  the  Wants  of 

»any,  then  deftitute  of  the  Neceffaries  of  Life  ;  and,  as  the  Settlements  mcreafei ,  le- 
red  to  make  Room  for  their  new  Guefts,  (till  prelerving  that  Efteem  and  Veneration 
j-hich  had  been  fo  ftrongly  impreffed  upon  their  Minds.  By  this  voluntary  Retieat, 
\\  were  fatisfied,  for  there  was  Room  enough  for  all  ;  and  the  good  Faith  o  carefully 
ept  with  thofe  who  were  neareft,  gave  the  more  diftant  Indian  Nations  that  fa vour- 
ble  Opinion  of  us,  which  our  continuing  to  aft  on  the  fame  Principles  of  Juftice  hath 
Imported  to  this  Day  :  They  entered  freely  into  our  Alliance  ;  they  became  the  Guards, 
f  our  Frontiers  againft  the  French,  and  French  Indians,  by  obliging  them  to  ob.erve  a 
Jeutrality  towards  us,  as  we  experienced  during  the  Courle  of  the  laft  War;  and  we 
lave  Reafon  to  think  we  row  lhare  largely  in  their  Affeftions.  But  this  beneficial 
riendlhip  hath  neither  beer,  procured  nor  continued  without  a  very  great  Expence  to 
he  People  of  this  Province,  efpecially  for  fome  Years  paft,  wherein  we  find  the  Af- 
emblies  opened  their  Hands  liberally  to  all  the  Purpofes  of  Peace,  among 
hole  who  could  bed,  under  God,  preferve  our  diftant  Settlements  agamtt 
^  Depredations  of  an  aftive  and  powerful  Enemy  ;  w.thout  ftnftly  en- 


;  uir 


mg  at  that  Time,  how  far  the  People 


alone  ought  to  bear  the  Burden  eft  thofe, 

xp°nce'  But  as  that  Burden  became  yearly  more  and  more  heavy,  the  Affembhes 

/ere  natu’rally  led  to  requeft  the  Affiftance  of  the  Proprietaries,  and  we  hoped  an  Ap¬ 
plication  fo  apparently  reafonable  might  have  their  Approbation.  We  are  therefore 
such  concern’d  to  receive  an  Anfwer  fo  different  from  cur  Expeftat.ons  tn  which  the 
Voprietaries  are  pleafed  to  fay,  ‘  That  they  do  not  conceive  themfelves  under  any 
Obligation  to  contribute  to  Indian  or  any  other  publ.ck  Expences,  even  tho  Taxes 
were  laid  on  the  People  for  the  Charges  of  Government  :  But  as  not^On e 

Shilling  levied  on  the  People  for  that  Service,  there  is  the  left  Reafon  foi  afking  any 
Thin?  of  them.  Notwithftanding  which,  they  have  charged  themfelves  witn  paying 
to  the"  In ternreter,  much  more  than  could  be  due  to  hun  on  any  Treaties  for  Land, 
and  are  at  this  Time  at  the  Expence  of  maintaining  his  Son,  with  a_  Tutor,  in  the 
Indian  Country,  to  learn  their  Language  and  Cuftoms  for  the  Service  of  the  Pio-, 
yince,  as  welfas  of  fundry  other  Charges  on  Indian  Affairs.  _  That  they  have  been 
-at  confiderable  Expence  for  the  Service  of  the  Prov.nce  both  in '  England an  h er  , 
that  they  purchafe  the  Land  from  the  Indians,  and  pay  them  for  it  ;  and  that  they 
are  under  no  greater  Obligation  to  contribute  to  the  Pubitck  Charges  than  any  other 
Chief  Governor  of  any  of  the  other  Colonies.' 
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Upon  which  we  beg  Leave  refpectfully  to  reprefent  to  our  Proprietaries,  That  tl 
Preferving  a  good  Underftanding  with  the  Indians,  more  particularly  advances  the  I: 
tereft  and  Value  of  the  Proprietary  Eftate  than  that  of  any  other  Eftate  in  the  Provinc 
as  it  gives  the  Proprietaries  an  Opportunity  of  purchaling  at  a  low  Price,  and  felling 
high  Rates,  great  Trafts  of  Land  on  the  Frontiers,  which  would  otherwife  be  in 
prafticable.  That  therefore,  tho’  they  may  conceive  themfelves  untler  no  Obligatic 
by  Law,  they  are  under  the  much  (Longer  Obligations  of  natural  Equity  and  Jnftic 
to  contribute  to  the  Expence  of  thofe  Indian  Treaties  and  Prefents,  by  which  that  goo 

Underftanding,  fo  beneficial  to  them,  is  maintained. - - - That  altho’ formal  Tax< 

have  not  been  laid  in  this  Province  during  fome  Years  part,  for  the  Support  of  tl 
Proprietaries  Lieutenant-Governor,  and  defraying  the  Charges  of  Indian  Treaties,  yi 
the  Intereft  of  our  Paper  Money  is  a  virtual  Tax  on  the  People,  as  it  arifes  out  oi 
ahdispaidby,  their  Labour,  and  our  Excife  is  a  real  Tax,  yielding,  about  'Thn 
^Fbouf and  Pounds  per  Annum,  which  is  principally  expended  in  thole  Services,  befidt 
the  Tax  of  Licences  of  various  Kinds,  amounting  to  confiderable  Sums  yearly 
which  have  been  appropiiated  wholly  to  the  Support  cf  the  Governor.  That  the  Al 
fembliesof  this  Province  have  always  paid  the  Accounts  of  cur  Indian  Interpreter  fo 
his  Publick  Sei  vices  to  his  full  Satisfaftion  ;  and  we  believe  future  Aftemblies  will  no 
fail  to  do,  in  that  Refpeff,  what  may  reafonably  be  expefted  from  them,  when  hi 
Son  (hall  be  thought  qualified  to  fiicceed  him.  Nor  do  we  doubt  their  Difcharging  a! 
juft  Debts  for  Expences  properly  chargeable  to  the  Province,  whether  made  here  or  it 
England ,  whenever  the  Accounts  are  exhibited.  We  are  nevertheless  thankful  to  oui 
Proprietaries  for  their  Care  in  our  Affairs,  and  their  Endeavours  to  provide  a  we] 
qualified  SuccelTor  to  our  prefent  Inter  preter,  as  fuch  a  One  may  be  of  Service  to  tilt 
Publick,  as  well  as  to  the  private  Interefts  of  their  Family. 

We  would  farther  entreat  our  Proprietaries  to  confider,  That  their  great  Eftate  not 
lying  in  Britain,  is  happily  exempt  from  the  Burdens  borne  by  their  Fellow  Subjects 
there,  and  cannot,  by  any  Law  of  ours,  now  in  being,  be  taxed  here.  That  there¬ 
fore,  as  they  are  not  obliged,  on  Account  of  that  Eftate,  to  bear  any  Part  of  the 
Charge  of  any  War  the  Britijh  Nation  maybe  involv’d  in,  they  may  with  us  more 
freely  contribute  to  the  Expence  of  preferving  Peace,  efpecially  on  the  Borders  of  their 
own  Lands,  as  the  Value  of  thofe  Lands  fo  much  depends  upon  it. 

We  beg  Leave  further  to  obferve  to  our  Proprietaries,  that  the  A£I  forbidding  all 
others  to  purchafe  Lands  of  the  Natives,  eftabliflies  a  Monopoly  folely  in  their  Favour ; 
that  therefore  they  ought  to  bear  the  whole  Charge  of  Treaties  with  the  Indians  for 
Land  only,  as  they  reap  tire  whole  Benefit.  And  that  their  paying  for  Land  (bought, 
as  we  conceive,  much  the  cheaper  for  the  Provincial  Prefents  accompanying  thofe 
Treaties)  which  Land  they  fell  again  to  vaft  Advantage,  is  not  a  fatisfa&ory  Reafon 
why  they  (hould  not  bear  a  Part  of  the  Charge  of  fuch  other  Treaties,  as  tend  to  the 
*ommon  Welfare  and  Peace  of  the  Province. 

Upon  the  whole,  fince  the  Proprietaries  Interefts  are  fo  conftantly  intermixed,  more 
oriels,  with  thofe  of  the  Province,  in  all  Treaties  with  our  I/idian  Allies;  and  fince 
it  appears  that  the  Proprietaries  think  they  already  pay  more  than  their  Share,  and  the 
People  (who  have  ddburfed  near  FiveThoufand  Pounds  within  thefe  Four  Years,  on 
thofe  Occafions)  think  they  pay  abundantly  too  much,  we  apprehend  that  the  fureft 
Way  to  prevent  DifFatisfaftion  on  all  Sides,  will  be,  to  fix  a  certain  Proportion  of  the 
Charge  of  all  future  Provincial  Treaties  with  the  Indians,  to  be  paid  by  the  Proprie¬ 
taries  and  Province  refpe&ively  ;  and  this,  we  hope,  they  will  on  further  Confideration 
agree  to,  not  only  as  it  is  in  itfelf  an  equitable  Propofal,  but  as  it  may  tend  to  pre- 
ferve  that  Union  and  Harmony  between  the  Proprietaries  and  People,  fo  evidently  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  both. 

Sign'd,  by  Order  of  the  Houfe, 

Isaac  Norris,  Speaker. 

The 
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R  E'P  O  R  T  nsffe  Proprie¬ 
taries  Anfwer,  &c. 

In  Obedience  to  the  Order  of  the  Houfe, your 
Committee  have  confidered  the  Reprefen¬ 
tation  made  by  a  former  Affembly  1o  the 
Proprietaries  concerning  Indian  Affairs , 
<ujitb  their  Anfwer  delivered  to  this 
Hottfe  ;  and fince  all  further  Application 
to  the  Proprietaries  on  the  SubjeS  of  that 
Reprefentation  is  now  forbidden ,  and  they 
feem  to  require  that  their  Anfvjer  Jhoidd  be 
put  on  the  Minutes  of  Affembly,  we  are 
of  Opinion  that  the  Reprefentation  not  hi¬ 
therto  made  publick  Jhould  accompany  it, 
with  fuch  of  the  following  Remarks  ?nade 
on  each  Paragraph  of  the  [aid  Anfwer  as 
the  Houfe  Jhall  think  proper. 

I,  N  the  firft  Paragraph  of  the  An- 
fwer,  we  {hall  juft  obferve,  that 
the  Declaration  it  contains  is  a  noble  One, 
and  worthy  of  the  Rank  our  Proprietaries 
hold  among  us  ;  we  only  wifli  that  in  the 
prefent  Cafe  they  had  thought  fit  to  give  a 
Proof  of  the  Sincerity  with  which  it  is 
made,  fuch  as  would  have  been  fatisfa£lo- 
ry  to  others,  fince  our  Affemblies  are  e- 
fteemed  interefted  Judges. 

and  them. 

2  The  Infinuation  in  the  fecond  Para¬ 
graph,  as  if  the  Affembly  were  aftuated 
by  an  Inclination  to  oppofe  the  Proprieta¬ 
ry  Interefts,  we  look  upon  to  be  injuri¬ 
ous  ;  and  as  groundlefs  as  the  other  Sup- 
pofition,  that  the  Members  might  have  in 
View  their  future  Eleflion,  of  which  we 
{hall  take  farther  Notice  when  we  come  to 
the  fixth  Paragraph,  where  it  is  again  re¬ 
peated.  No  Inftance  can  be  given  of  that 
Affembly’s  oppofing,  or  attempting  to  op¬ 
pofe,  the  Proprietary  Intereft.  It  rather 
appears  that  they  thought  they  were  con- 
fulting  thofe  Interefts  in  the  very  Point  in 
Queftion,  if  it  be  confident  with  the  Pro¬ 
prietary  Intereft  to  have  a  good  under- 
mding  with  the  People }  fince  the  Reprefentation  exprefly  propofed  a  Method  of 
eveifting  Mifunderftandings  fpr  the  future. 


|ihc  Proprietar  I  E$S 
ANSWER  to  the 
foregoing  Reprefentution 
of  the  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatives. 

| aid  before  the  Houfe ,  May 

23>  *753- 

Igentlemen, 

THE  true  and  real  Inter eji  of  the 
People  whom  you  reprefent  is,  as 
I  ought  to  be,  the  principal  ObjeSl  of  our 
We  fhall,  on  all  Occasions,  Jhew 
ym  that  we  have  it  conftantly  in  View  : 

I?  will  ufe  our  utmoft  Endeavours  to  pro¬ 
ve  it,  at  the  Expence  of  our  own  private 
Y tunes,  whenever  it  appears  to  us  necef- 
\y  ;  and,  in  confidering  the  Matter  of  your 
brefentation,  Jhall  endeavour  to  act  fuch 
Dart  as  would  be  thought  jufl,  by  Perfons 
I  holly  difmterefed,  both  with  regard  to  us 

1 2.  That  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People 
we  not  fo  difmterefed,  feems  mof  certain  ;  * 
I  herefore,  fuppqfmg  they  faw  this  Matter 
a  Light  very  different  from  that  in  which 
appears  to  us,  and  that  they  were  not  ac- 
\ated  by  any  Inclination  on  the  one  Hand  to 
pofe  our  Interef,  or  on  the  other  to  influ- 
ce  the  vjeaker  Part  of  the  Electors  by  ap- 
iring  zealous  for  theirs  ( which  we  would 
aft  and  hope  is  the  Cafe)  yet  we  may  con - 
me  to  differ  in  Sentiments  from  them  on  the 
pceffity  of  the  deftred  Afflftance,  without 
ing  liable  to  any  Imputation  of  negleSling 
Jr  Intereft  of  the  Province  in  the  Opinion  of 
e  World. 


3.  After  we  had  ordered  our  Governor 
\  give  you  the  Anfwer,  which  he  did,  to 
ur  former  Application,  we  had  no  Reafon 
expeRt  a  Repetition  of  the  Application  di - 
'Ally  to  ourfelves  ;  as  you  might  well  fup- 
fe  we  had  confidered  the  Matter  before 
\e  had  returned  our  firft  Anfwer ,  and  the 
feat  ing  the  Requeft  could  only  produce  the 
Vpeating  the  Anfwer ;  the  Occafwn  for 
'•huh  does  not  appear  to  us.  It  is  pofflble, 

that 


3.  In  the  third  Paragraph,  the  Repre- 
fentation  is  treated  as  a  mere  Repetition  of 
a  former  Application,  and  therefore  im¬ 
proper,  as  (f  repeating  the  Requeft  could 
“  only  produce  the  repeating  the  An- 
<e  fwer”  :  But  the  Reprefentation  appears 
to  your  Committee  to  contain,  not  only  a 
Repetition  of  the  Requeft,  but  new  Rea- 
fons  in  Support  of  it,  and  Anfwers  to  foch 
as  had  been  given  for  refufing  it.  And 

fuch 
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that  one  Purpofe  may  be,  in  order  to  fhew, 
snore  publickly,  this  Difference  in  Opinion 
between  us  and  yourfelves  ;  and  if  that 
was  ever  intended ,  it  will  be  convenient 
that  we  Jhould  Jet  this  Matter  in  a  clear 
Light,  (altho'  it  may  make  our  Anfwer 
longer  than  we  could  wifh )  that  the  true 
State  of  the  Matter  may  appear. 
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fuch  a  Repetition  of  an  Application  w 
think  juftifiable  in  all  Cafes  ;  except  when 
w®can  be  lure  that  the  firft  Thoughts  o 
the  Perfons  apply’d  to,  are  infallibly 
right ;  or  if  wrong,  that  they  are  incapa 
ble  of  hearing  Real'on. 


4.  We  did  not  fpeak  our  own  Sentiments 
only  when  we  before  faid ,  We  were  under 
no  greater  Obligation  to  contribute  to  the 
pub  lick  Charges  than  any  Chief  Governor 
of  another  Colony  s  That  was  the  Opinion 
of  the  Lords  of  Wade,  when,  upon  an  Ap  - 
plication  made  to  the  King,  by  many  conji- 
derable  Inhabitants  of  the  Province,  that  he 
would  be  pleafed  to  give  fome  Orders  for 
their  Defence  ;  the  Counfel,  employed  by  the 
Agent  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives ,  luff¬ 
ed,  that ,  if  any  fuels  Preparations  were 
neceffary,  the  Proprietaries  ought  to  be  at 
the  Expence  of'  them:  But  their  Lo  rdf  sips 
declared  it  their  Opinion,  That  we  were 
not  obliged  to  be  at  any  Expence  of  that  Na- . 
ture,  snore  than  any  other  Governor  in  Chief 
of  the  King’s  Colonies. 


4.  With  Regard  to  the  Opinion  faid  t( 
be  declaied  by  the  Lords  of  Trade 
“  that  our  Proprietaries  were  no  more  o- 
“  bliged  to  contribute  to  Publick  Charge! 
“  than  any  other  Governor  in  Chief  0! 
“  the  King’s  Colonies  your  Committee 
prefume  to  fuppofe  their  Lordlhips  coulc 
only  mean,  that  as  Governor  in  Chief  the 
Proprietaries  were  not  obliged  by  Law, 
and  not,  that  as  Proprietaries  they  were 
not  obliged  in  Equity.  The  latter  is  the 
Point  at  prelent  in  Difpute  between  the 
Proprietaries  and  People  of  P ennfylvania, 
tho’  in  this  Paragraph  evaded.  The  Af- 
fembly  mention  no  other  Obligation  but 
fuch  as  in  their  Opinion  arifes  from  Rea- 
fon  and  Juftice  ;  they  humbly  fubmit  their 
Reafons  to  the  Proprietaries  Confiderati- 


on,  and  from  their  Equity  only,  they  hope 
a  Compliance  with  the  Requeft.  ThePofition  underftood  as  the  Proprietaries  would 
underhand  it,  muft  as  well  held  good  among  the  Governed  as  the  Governors  of  the 
Colonies :  For  fhould  the  wealthieft  Inhabitant  fay,  he  ought  to  pay  no  more  to¬ 
wards  publick  Charges  than  any  other  Inhabitant,  he  would  be  right,  confidering 
him  merely  as  an  Inhabitant  ;  but  as  a  Poffeffor  of  Property,  lie  would  be  wfong ; 
and  therefore  Laws  are  made,  obliging  fuch  as  would  not  otherwife  be  juft,  to  pay  in 
Proportion  to  their  Subftance. 


5.  We  are  fenfble  that  our  honour'd  Fa¬ 
ther  in  the  firft  Settlement  of  the  Province, 
and  at  all < Times  after,  was  firidlly  careful 
to  do  Juftice  to  the  Indians,  and purchafed 
Land  from  them  before  it  was  fettled ;  but, 
we  believe,  alvsays  at  his  own  Charge  ;  at 
leaf  we  do  not  find  a  fingle  Infance  of  a 
Purchafe  having  beesi  made  at  the  Expence 
of  the  People.  So  that  what  Share  they  had 
in  fuch  Purchafes,  we  are  at  a  Lofs  to 
know,  other  than  the  Benefits  and  Conveni¬ 
ences  which  arofe  from  the  mutual  Exchange 
of  friendly  Offices  with  the  Natives. 


5.  The  fifth  Paragraph  feems  intended 
to  combat  an  Affertion  that  the  Purchafe; 
from  the  Indians  were  made  with  the  Peo¬ 
ple's  Money.  As  we  find  no  fuch  Afi’er- 
tion  in  the  Reprefentation,  we  do  not  think 
it  neceffary  at  prelent  to  enquire  how  far, 
or  in  what  Inftances,  the  People  have  had 
a  Share  directly  or  indire&ly  in  any  fuel 
Purchafes.  The  Reprefentation  only  in¬ 
timates,  that  the  Houfe  conceived.  Trea¬ 
ties  for  the  Purchafe  of  Land  were  mad( 
on  more  reafonable  Terms  ro  the  Proprie¬ 
taries  for  the  Provincial  Prefents  accom¬ 


panying  fuch  Treaties  :  And  that  this  \vai 
an  additional  Reafon  why  the  Proprietaries  Ihould  bear  a  proportionable  Part,  at  lead 
of  the  Expence  of  luch  Prefents  ;  fince,  befides  their  Share  of  “  the  common  Bene 
“  fits  and  Conveniencies,  which  a  rile  from  the  mutual  Exchange  of  Friendly  Office! 
“  w,th  the  Indians,"  they  reap  a  particular  Advantage  to  themfeives,  and  That  a  verj 
confiderable  One.  This  Reafon  we  apprehend  is  not  anfwered  in  the  prefent  Para' 
graph  ;  it  .is  only  evaded,  by  changing  the  State  of  the  Qneftion.  A  Subtlety,  ir 
our  Opinion,  unworthy  the  .Dignity  of  the  Proprietaries  and  Chief  Governors  of  a 
Province. 


6.  Fad  the  neceffary  publick  Charges  a- 
mounted  to  more  t!  an  he  Revenue  of  the 
Province,  cmd  a  pener.  l  'Tax  been  laid  on 

the 


6.  On  the  fixth  Paragraph  we  would  oh- 
fene.  That  the  Requtft  to  the  Proprie¬ 
taries,  that  they  would  be  pleafed  to  been 
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?  People  to  defray  the  fame,  there  might 
j rn  have  beenfome  Colour  to  defire  that  • we 
raid  contribute  ;  but  as  no  fuch  Tax  has, 

"  very  many  Tears,  been,  or  need  to  be 
fd,  and  the  Charge  of  Government  a 
b unts  to  little  more  than  the  one  Half  of 
j;  common  and  ordinary  Revenue,  thepref 
-g  thus  unfeafonably  for  our  Contribution, 
[pears,  we  conceive,  as  an  Attempt  to  in~ 
fee  the  weakefl  of  the  People  to  imagine 
urfdves  to  have  an  uncommon  Regard  to 
fir  Inter  efts,  and  to  be  therefore  the  moft 
\oper  Perfons  to  be  continued  as  their  Re- 
iefentatives  ;  and  the  Matters  which 
light  the  rather  induce  us  fo  to  think,  are 
\e  Jolemn  Repetition  of  this  Requefl,  and 
I eating  it  as  if  it  was  a  Matter  of  great 
[due  and  Confequence  ;  the  Time  of  making 
fur  lafl  Reprefentation,  juf  before  an  E- 
frion  ;  and  the  printing  the  Report,  and 
| fl  extraordinary  Refolutions,  which  were 
\e  Foundation  of  fuch  your  Reprefentation, 

;  your  Totes,  long  before  your  Addrejs 
mid,  by  any  PoJJihitity ,  come  to  our  Hands  5 
Y,kicb  are  fuch  Matters  as  could  not  eftape 
rr  Obfervation,  and  which  vjould  almoft 
\rfwade  us,  that  it  was  intended  as  an 
\ddrefs  to  the  People ,  rather  than  to  us. 


38; 


a  Part  of  Indian  Expences,  was  founded 
on  the  fuppofed  Equity  of  the  Cafe  ;  and 
that  they  would  confent  to fettle  the  Pro¬ 
portion  to  he  paid  by  them,  was  propol'ed 
as  a  Means  of  preventing  Diffatisfaflions 
between  them  and  the  People.  To  thele 
Points,  this  Paragraph  only  anfwers,  shat 
the  People  are  able  enough  to  pav  thele  Ex¬ 
pences  without  the  Afiiliance  of  the  Pro¬ 
prietaries.  This  likewife  feems  to  he 
(tsrting  a  new  Qoyjlion,  and  one  that  is 
behde  the  prefent  Purpose :  For  tho’  it  were 
true  that  the  People  ar q  able  to  pay,  it  does 
not  follow  that  they  Ihould  therefore  pay 
unjuftly,  nor  is  it  likely  that  they  wih  be 
pleas'd  and  fatisfied  with  fo  doing,  for 
luch  a  Reafon.  The  Proprietaries  are 
likewife  able  to  pay,  they  have  Revenue  e- 
nough,  but  they  do  not  think  this  a  fuffi- 
cient  Reafon  even  to  pay  a  Part ;  why  then 
Ihould  it  be  thought  fufficient  to  induce  us 
to  pay  the  whole  ?  The  Charge  contained 
in  this  Paragraph,  “  that  the  Application 
“  was  only  an  Attempt  to  induce  the 
“  weakelt  of  the  People  to  imagine  the 
“  Houfe  had  an  uncommon  Regard  fo 
“  their  Intertills,  and  were  therefore  the 
£<  moll  proper  Perfons  to  be  continued 


their  Reprefentatives  at  the  enfuing  E- 
leSlion”  ;  your  Committee  think  an  abfolute  Millakc-,  and  unfupported  by  the  leaft 
egree  of  Probability.  For  there  had  not  been  for  fome  Years,  nor  was  t'/.ere  expefl- 
|1  to  be,  nor  has  there  lince  been,  any  Contell  at  Elisions  between  the  Proprietary  and 
lar  Interells  ;  nor  if  there  had,  would  it  have  been  neceffary  to  take  fuch  Mea- 


pui 


res,  the  Proprietaries  having,  of  late  Years,  no  formidable  Share  of  the  Peoples 
ove  and  Elteem.  Nor  was  the  fuppofed  Addrels  in  Fa£l  made  to  the  People;  for 
e  Reprefentation  has  never  yet  been  publifhed  ;  nor  were  the  Votes  containing  thole 
eloiQtions  pubiilhed  till  after  the  Eleiinm  was  over.  Nor  is  the  Situation  cf  an  Af- 
nbly  man  here  fo  advantageous,  as  to  make  it  worth  his  while  to  ufe  Artifice  for  pro¬ 
ring  a  Re- eleclion  ;  for  when  the  Smailneis  cf- the  Allowance,  the  Expence  of 
iving,  the  Time  he  is  abfent  from  his  own  Affairs,  and  other  Inconveniences  are 
Ibnlideied,  none  will  luppofe  he  can  be  a  Gainer  by  ferving  the  Publick  in  that  Sta¬ 
in.  1 


7.  Wherefore,  on  this  Occafon,  it  is  ne- 
■ffary  that  we  fhould  inform  the  People, 
Wough  yourfelves,  their  Reprefentatives, 
)at  as,  by  the  Confthuticn,  our  Confent  is 
ecejfary  to  their  Laws,  at  the  fame  Time 
hat  they  have  an  undoubted  Right  to  fuch  as 
re  neceffary  for  the  Defence  and  real  Ser- 
v.ce  of  the  ' Country  ;  fo  it  will  tend  the  bet- 
er  to  facilitate  the  fever  al  Matters  vjhich 
7 11ft  be  tranfaaed  with  us,  for  their  Repre- 
itatives  to  Jbevo  a  Regard  to  us  and  our 
Inter  eft  :  For,  conftdenng  the  Rank  which 
li  e  Crown  has  been  pleafed  to  give  us  in 
’ennlylvania,  we  Jhall  expect  from  the 
Peoples  Reprefentatives,  on  all  Occafions, 
[:  Treatment  fuitable  thereto  ;  and  that , 
ihilft  vse  defire  to  govern  the  Province  ac- 
ording  to  Law  only,  they  Jhould  be  as  care- 

fd 


7.  But  whether  Affemhly  men  may  or 
may  not  expefl  any  gainful  Advantages 
from  iliat  Station,  we  find  our  Chief  Go¬ 
vernors  informing  us  in  pretty  plain  Terms 
in  the  leventh  Paragraph,  that  they  them- 
fclvcs  are  not  without  fuch  Expe£lation3 
from  theirs.  They  tell  us,  “  their  Con- 
“  lent  is  r.eceJJ'ary  to  our  Liws,  and  that 
“  it  will  emi  the  better  to  facilitate  the 
“  Matters  which  mult  be  tranlktded  with 
“  them,  for  the  Reprefentatives  to  Ihew  a 
“  Regard  to  their  Interest.”  That  is, 
as  we  underhand  it,  tho’  the  Propiietaries 
have  a  Deputy  here,  fupported  by  the  Pro¬ 
vince,  who  is  or  ought  to  be  fully  impow- 
er’d  to  pals  all  Laws  neceffary  for  the  Ser¬ 
vice  of  the  Country,  yet,  before  we  can 
obtain  fuch  Laws,  we  mu  ft  facilitate  their 
C  c  \  Paf- 
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fill  to  fupport  our  Interejh,  as  we  Jhall  al~  PaJJ'age,  by  paying  Money  fov  the  Propvie 
ways  be  to  Jupport  theirs .  taiies  which  they  ought  to  pay,  or  in  font! 

other  Shape  make  it  their  particular  In¬ 
terest  to  pafs  them.  We  hope,  however,  that  if  this  Praflice  has  ever  been  begun 
it  will  never  be  continued  in  this  Province  ;  and  that,  fince,  as  this  very  Paragraph  al¬ 
lows,  we  have  an  undoubted  Right  to  fuch  Laws,  we  fhall  be  always  able  to  obtain 
them  from  the  Goodnefs  of  our  Sovereign,  without  going  to  Market  for  them  to  a 
Subject. 

Yet  however  eafy  it  may  be  to  underhand  that  Part  of  this  Paragraph  which  relates 
to  the  Proprietaries  Interejl ,  your  Committee  are  at  a  Lofs  to  conceive  why,  in  the  o- 
ther  Part  of  it,  the  People  are  to  be  acquainted,  “  that  the  Crown  has  been  pleafed 
“  to  give  the  Proprietaries  a  Rank,  and  that  they  expe£I  from  the  Reprefentatives  a 
“  Treatment  fuitable  thereto.”  We  cannot  find  on  perufing  the  Reprefentation  in 
queflion,  that  it  contains  any  Treatment  unfuitable  to  their  Rank.  The  Refolve  of 
the  Houle  was.  That  to  prevent  Diflatisfaflions  on  all  Sides,  they  lhould  be  requefted, 
in  the  mod  reafonable  and  mo  ft  refpedlful  Manner,  to  agree  upon  a  Proportion  of  Indian 
Charges  to  be  paid  by  them  and  the  Province  according  to  Judice  :  And  it  may  be 
fubmitted  to  the  Judgment  of  all  impartial  Perfons,  whether  the  Reprefentation  drawn 
in  Purfuance  of  the  Refolve,  was  not  both  reafonable  in  itfelf,  and  refpedlful  in  the 
Manner.  It  was  not,  as  the  Proprietaries  reprefent  it,  an  Add  refs  to  the  Publick.  It 
is  not  to  this  Day  made  publick.  It  was  a  private  Application  to  themfelves,  tranf- 
mitted  to  them  thro’  the  Hands  of  their  Governor.  Their  Aar  Interest  (which 
they  will  always  find  to  confid  in  jufi,  equitable  and  generous  Meafures,  and  in  fe- 
curing  the  AffeHions  of  their  People)  was  confulted  in  it;  and  one  fuitable  Means 

propofed  to  obtain  that  End. - As  to  Rank ,  the  Proprietaries  may  remember,  that 

the  Crown  has  likewife  been  pleafed  to  give  the  Aflemblies  of  this  Province  a  Rank  ;  a 
Rank  which  they  hold,  not  by  hereditary  Defcent,  but  as  they  are  the  voluntary  Choice 
of  a  free  People,  unbrib’d,  and  even  unfollicited.  But  they  are  lenfible  that  true  Re- 
fpeSl  is  not  neceflarily  connefled  with  Rank,  and  that  it  is  only  from  a  Courfe  of  Acti¬ 
on  fuitable  to  that  Rank  they  can  hope  to  obtain  it. 


8.  We  are  truly  concerned ,  that  you  lay 
us  under  the  NeccJJity  of  acquainting  the 
Publick  with  the  State  of  the  Revenue  of 
the  Province  ;  you  have ,  in  Part ,  done  it 
already,  by  acknowledging  the  Amount  of 
the  Excife  to  be  Three  Thoufand  Pounds 
a  Tear.  The  Inter ef  of  the  Paper  Money, 
as  we  conceive,  is  more  than  that  Sum , 
which  makes  the  common  Revenue  of  the 
Province  above  Six  Thoufand  Pounds  a 
Tear  ;  the  annual  Expence  of  Government 
for  a  Series  of  Tears  (including  Indian 
Charges )  amounts  to  little  snore  than  Half 
that  Sum :  The  Interejl  is  paid  by  People 
who ,  no  Doubt,  find-greater  Advantage  in 
the  Ufe  of  the  Money  than  the  Interejl  they 
pay  for  it,  other  wfe  they  would  not  be  Jo 
follicitous  to  be  admitted  to  borrow  as  they 
always  have  been.  That  Interejl  Money 
therefore  cannot ,  with  any  Propriety,  be 
called  a  Tax  laid  on  the  Province,  or  a 
Burden  on  the  Inhabitants.  The  Excije  ii- 
felj-  is  not  a  general  Tax,  to  which  a(l  the 
Inhabitants  muft  contribute ,  as  it  is  paid  by 
fuch  only  who  buy  Wine  and fpirituous  Li¬ 
quors,  wider  certain  Quantities-,  fo  that 
many  People  pay  nothing  of  that  Tax.  Of 
all  this  Revenue,  about  Four  Hundred 
Pounds  a  Tear  has,  on  an  Average,  for 
.  1  wenty  Tears  pafi,  ( and  great  Part  of  that 
Time  during  War]  been  expended  in  Prefcnts 

to 


8.  Your  Committee  are  quite  furprized 
at  the  Concern  the  Proprietaries  are  pleafed 
to  exprefs  in  their  eighth  Paragraph,  on 
their  being,  as  they  fay,  laid  under  a  Ne- 
ceffity  of  acquainting  the  Publick  with  the 
State  of  the  Revenue  of  the  Province : 
As  if  the  State  of  that  Revenue  had  ever 
been  a  Secret ;  when  it  is  well  known,  and 
the  Proprietaries  themfelves  know,  that 
the  Publick  Accounts  are  yearly  fettled, 
dated,  printed,  and  publifhed  by  the  Af- 
fembly,  and  have  been  fo  for  thefe  Thirty 
Years  pad.  Whatever  private  Reafons 
the  Proprietaries  may  have  to  make  a  Se¬ 
cret  of  their  Revenue,  we  know  of  none 
to  make  one  of  the  Revenue  of  the  Pro¬ 
vince,  nor  has  it  ever  been  attempted. - - 

Their  following  Obfervations,  concerning 
the  Nature  of  our  Taxes,  and  the  Diftinc- 
tion  between  general  and  particular  Taxes, 
feem  to  your  Committee  not  fo  jud  and 
accurate  as  might  be  expeHed  :  For  we 
cannot  conceive,  that  the  Willingnefs  of 
People  to  fubjeft  themfelves  to  the  Pay¬ 
ment  of  Intered  or  Excife,  by  taking 
Money  on  Loan,  or  confirming  fpirituous 
Liquors,  makes  either  the  one  or  the  other 
lels  a  Tax.  The  Manner  of  laying  a 
Tax,  the  eafy  Method  of  levying  it,  and 
the  Benefits  arifmg  from  the  Difpofition  of 
it,  may  all  tend  to  induce  People  to  pay 


to  the  Indians,  and  Charges  on  their  Ac¬ 
count  5  which  we  cannot  conceive  to  be  a 
large  Sum,  in  Proportion  to  the  Revenue  of 
the  Province,  for  fo  great  and  important  a 
Service  as  that  of  keeping  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  of  Indians  in  the  Inter ef  of  Great 


;  271  UJt  IfUCfCJl  UJ  VJiuaL  - -  - J  ---  w- 

Britain:  We  believe  every  difmterefied  particular,  arc  alfo  more  general- than  they 
'  Per  fan  will  think  the  Sum  very  JmalL,  and,  are  often  fuppofed  to  be  :  The  labour  i  ng 

„  J  ,  or*  r  i.l. _ _  TVTon  miiir  livp  ;  ■ 


from  the  Manner  of  its  being  raifed,  not  at 
all  burdenfometo  the  People  :  Bejides  which, 
had  net  Half  that  Money  been  expended  on 
thofe  Accounts,  it  is  mof  certain  ail  the  fame 
Excife  would  have  been  paid. 


appendix. 
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it  willingly  3  yet  it  is  ft  ill  a  Tax,  Arul 
indeed  all  Taxes  ought,  upon  the  whole, 
to  produce  greater  Good  to  a  People,  than 
the  Money  kept  in  their  Pockets  could  do : 
In  fuch  Cafe,  Taxes  are  no  Burdens  5  but 
otherwife  they  are.  Taxes,  feemingly 


■  Excife  the  Mate¬ 


rials  of  his  Subfiftence,  and  he  generally 
finds  Means  to  get  more  for  his  La¬ 
bour. 

After  eftimating  our  whole  prefent  Re¬ 
venue,  as  if  it  had  been  the  fame  for 
twenty  Years  paft,  and  would  certainly  continue,  tho’  the  Proprietaries  know  it  de¬ 
fends  on  temporary  A8s  near  expiring,  the  Renewal  of  which  is  at  beft  dubious, 
they  conclude  that  Four  Hundred  Pounds  a  Year  for  Indian  Expences  is  a  fmaU  Sum, 
and  tint  we  are  under  no  Neceflity  of  being  frugal,  on  this  Account,  o  t  e  u  1  c  * 
Money.  This  Four  Hundred  a  Year  is  the  Sum  that  they  find  has  been  paid  on  an  A- 
verao-e  for  twenty  Years  paft,  and  they  take  no  Notice  of  its  being  a  growing  Charge, 
and  that  for  the  four  laft  Years  before  the  Reprefentation,  it  amounted  to  near  Twelve 
Hundred  a  Year,  which  we  conceive  difmterefed  Perfons  will  think  a  very  large  Sum  : 
And  altho’  the  fame  Excife  might  have  been  raifed,  if  not  Half  that  Money  had  been 
expended,  it  does  not  feem  to  us  to  follow,  that  the  Proprietaries  ought  not  to  have  paid 
their  juft  Proportion  of  it.  If  the  Sum  be  final],  their  Proportion  of  it  mud  have 
been  f mailer  :  And  the  Money  fo  fav’d  might  have  been  applied  to  fome  other  Ule, 
beneficial  to  the  Publick  3  or  have  remained  ready  in  the  Treafury  for  any  Emer¬ 
gency. 

9.  The  whole  Sum  paid,  in  twenty  Years, 
for  Indian  Services,  is  not  more  than,  on  a 
common  Computation,  our  Family  has  paid, 
in  the  fame  Time,  fpr  Duties  and  Excifes 
here,  for  the  Support  of  his  Majeffs  Govern¬ 
ment  }  and  which  we  choofe  to  mention,  in 
Anfwer  to  that  Part  of  your  Reprefentation 
wherein  you,  unadvifedly,  publijb  to  the 
World,  that  our  Eftate,  in  America,  is  ex¬ 
empt  from  the  Burdens  borne  by  our  Fellow 
Subjects  in  Great- Britain  ;  fuch  Matter 
might  much  more  properly  have  been  avoid¬ 
ed  ;  and  at  the  fame  Time  that  we  J. hew 
you,  that  we  do  pay  all  other  faxes  here, 
that  on  Land  only  excepted,  we  muft  advife 
'you  to  be  very  careful,  not  to  put  Peoplehere 


9.  On  the  Ninth  Paragraph  your  Com¬ 
mittee  will  only  obferve,  that  the  People  of 
Pennfylvama  do  likewife  pay  Duties  and 
Excife  for  the  Support  of  his  Majefty’s 
Government ;  and  other  Taxes,  which, 
confidering their  Ability,  are  perhaps  pro- 
portionably  equal  to  thofe  paid  by  the  Pro¬ 
prietary  Family,  or  any  other  Subjefts  in 
England.  We  pay  indeed  as  much  as  an 
Infant  Colony  can  weli  bear,  and  we  hope 
and  believe  the  Juftice  of  a  Britijb  Parlia¬ 
ment  will  never  burden  us  with  more.  The 
Proprietaries  Exemption  was  not  publifh- 
ed  till  now  at  their  own  Inftance.  It  was 
made  ufe  of  as  a  private  Motive  to  them* 
l'elves  only,  in  the  Reprefentation. 

'in  Mind  of  that  finvle  Exemption.  Seve-  . 

ral  Propofals  have  been  made  for  laying  faxes  on  North-America,  and  it  is  mojl  eajy 
to  forefee,  that  the  f elf -fame  AH  of  Pari  ament  that  Jhall  lay  them  on  our,  will  aljo  lay 
them  on  your  Efates,  and  on  thofe  of  your  Confituents. 


10  We  cannot  allow  that  you  have  al¬ 
ways  paid  your  Interpreter  to  his  Satisfacti¬ 
on,  becaufe  we  know  we  have  charged 
ourfelves  with  Gratifi cations  to  bun,  when 
the  AJfembly  has  rejufed  to  pay  him  what  he 
thought  his  Services  deferved  5  and  we 
make  no  Doubt  be  can  remember  fuch  In- 
f  antes :  However,  with  RefpeCi  to  any 
Expences  of  that  Sort,  and  many  others 
here,  we  entered  into  them  without  any  Ex¬ 
pectation  of  being  repaid,  and  Jhould  think 
it  far  beneath  us  to  fend  the  Accounts  of 

them 


10.  On  Enquiry,  we  have  Reafon  to 
believe  that  the  Interpreter’s  Bills  of 
Charge  againft  the  Province,  have  always 
been  allowed  and  paid  3  and  where  his 
Accounts  have  contained  blank  Articles 
for  bis  Services,  he  has  been  afk’d  what 
would  fatisfy  him,  and  the  fame  has  been 
allowed.  We  fuppofe  the  Inftances  al¬ 
luded  to,  wherein  the  Affembly  did  not 
fully  fatisfy  him,  muft  have  been  fuch  as 
the  Proprietaries  were  concerned  in  by  the 
Pui  chafe  of  Lands,  and  a  Part  might ac- 
C  c  2  cor' 
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thhn  to  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentativcs,  as 
your  Agent ,  employed  by  yourfelves ,  might 
do  for  the  Expences  incurred  by  him.  What 
*we  might  reasonably  expett,  is,  a  thank¬ 
ful  Acceptance  of  our  Endeavours  to  ferve 
ike  Pubiick ;  and  if  you  do  not  think  pro¬ 
per  to  snake  even  that  Return,  we  Jhall, 
neyer-t  hclefs,  be  fully  fatisfied  with  the  Con- 
feioufnefs  of  having  rendered  the  Province  a 


N  D  I  X. 

cordingly  be  left  for  them  to  pay.  —  Wt: 
believe  our  Affemblies  always  have  been,  1 
and  we  hope  always  will  be,  ready  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  gratefully  any  Services  ren¬ 
der’d  to  the  Pubiick  by  the  Proprietaries  $ 
and  not  merely  to  acknowledge  them,  but 
to  make  adequate  Returns. 

'  the  Services  in  our  Power. 


1 1 .  We  do  not  conceive  that  any  API  of 
Afhnbly  does,  or  can  efablifj,  what  you 
call  a  Monopoly  in  us  Jor  the  Pur  chafe  of 
Lands:  We  derive  no  Right  or  Property 
from  any  fuch  Law.  It  is  under  the  King's 
Royal  Charter  that  we  have  the  foie  Right 
to  snake  fuch  Pur  chafes  ;  and  it  is  under  that 
fame  Charter  that  every  Settler  has  a  Right, 
through  us,  to  the  Efate  he  poffeffes  in  the 
Province.  The  Aft  itfelf,  which  you  feem 
to  allude  to,  acknowledges  this  Right  to 
be  Jo  granted  to  us  by  the  Charter,  and 


si.  Whether  the  Monopoly  of  I^ands, : 
in  Favour  of  the  Proprietary,  was  eltab- 1 
lifted  by  the  Royal  Grant,  or  hy  A&s  of. 
Affembly,  or  hy  both,  your  Committee 
do  not  think  it  material  at  this  Time  ta  . 
dilpute,  fmee  the  Realoning  in  the  Repre-  , 
ientation  remains  the  fame,  viz.  Tim 
thofe  in  whole  Favour  fuch  Monopoly 
was  erefled,  ought  at  lead  to  bear  a  Part 
of  the  Expence  neceffary  to  fecure*them 
the  full  Benefit  of  it. 


. 

is  only  declaratory  thereof  to  the  People,  advertifmg  them  of  a  certain  Truth,  that  they 
Right  ^1  accor“wS  t0  the  Laws  o/'Great-Britain,  to  Penalties  for  contravening fucb 


si.  Your  AJfertion  that  Treaties  for 
Land  are  made  at  a  tej's  Expence  to  us,  on 
Account  oj  Provincial  P ref ents  being  given 
at  the  J'ame  Time,  does  not  appear  to  us  to 
he founded  on  Pact :  The  l  f  Pur  chafe  was 
made  on  no  other  Account,  but  purely  to 
fave  the  'Province  the  Expence  of  snaking 
another  Prejent  to  fame  Indians  who  came 
down  after  the  Time  that  the  principal  De¬ 
putation  had  received  the  Prefents  intended 
for  the  whole,  and  were  cn  "their  Return 
back  ;  and.  the  Land  was  bought  very  dear 
on  that  Account.  Other  Treaties  for  Land 
have  been  made  when  Provincial  Prefents 
have  siot  been  given  ;  and  we  do  not ,  or  e- 
ver  did,  defire,  that  the  Inhabitants  fhould 
hear  assy  Part  of  the  Expence  of  Indians 
who  came  downjbldy  at  our  Requef  to  con¬ 
fess  to  the  Sale  of  Lands ,  unlcfs  they  fay 
on  other  pubiick  Bufnefs  aifo  ;  and  vshene- 
ver  they  have  come  down  on  both  Accounts, 
we  are  fenfble  the  Expence  has  been  di¬ 
vided  in  a  Manner  very  favourable  to  the 
Pubiick, 


i  y .  We  are  far  from  defring  to  avoid 
conti  i Luting  to  any  pubiick  Expence  which 
st  is  rea fan  able  nee  fhould  bear  a  Part  of, 
altho'  cur  Efate  is  not,  by  Law,  liable  to  'be 
taxed.  As  vie  already  have  been,  fo  we 
doubt  not  we  always  Jhall  be,  at  a  far 
greater  Expence  in  attending  the  Affairs  of 
the  Province,  thasi  our  Efate  could  be  tax¬ 
ed  at,  ij  all  the  E pates  in  the  Province 
nv.re  rated  to  the  pubiick  Charges,  which 
i  would 


12.  In  the  twelfth  Paragraph,  three 
Things  appear  fomewhat  extraordinary  to 
your  Committee,  i.  That  the  Proprieta¬ 
ries  fhould  deny  that  Treaties  for  Land 
are  made  at  lefs  Expence  on  Account  of 
Piovincial  Prefents  accompanying  them  ; 
which  we  think  any  dilinterelled  Judge 
would  at  leal!  allow  to  be  probable.  2. That 
they  ft ou  cl  lay  the  lall  Purchafe  was  made 
on  no  other  Account,  but  purely  to  fave  the 
Province  the  Expence  of  a  Preftnt;  as  if 
they  had  no  Occafion  to  purchafe  more 
Land  of  the  Indians,  or  found  no  Advan¬ 
tage  in  it.  3.  That  to  prove  luch  Pur- 
chafes  were  not  the  cheaper  on  Account  of 
Provincial  Prefents  accompanying  them, 
they  fhould  give  an  Inltance  in  which, 
they  the  ml  elves  fay,  the  Purchafe  was  the 
dearer  for  want  of  fuch  Prefents.  If  Pur- 
chafes  are  dearer  to  the  Proprietaries  when 
no  Provincial  Prefents  accompany  them, 
does  not  this  clearly  confirm  the  Affeition 
or  the  AfTembly,  that  they  are  the  cheaper 
when  there  are  fuch  Prefents  ?  And  does 
it  not  prove  what  the  Proprietaries  deny  ? 

13.  It  appears  by  their  thirteenth  Pa¬ 
ragraph  that  the  Proprietaries  thinff  the 
Part  they  voluntarily  lubmit  to  bear,  and 
expert  always  to  bear,  of  pubiick  Expen-  . 
ces,  is  greater  than  their  Proportion,  e- 
quitably  laid,  would  amount  to.  If  this 
be  fo,  and  they  are,  as  they  fay,  “  far 
<£  from  definng  to  avoid  contributing  to 
“  any  pubiick  Expence  which  it  i s  reafm- 
(C  able  they  fhould  bear  a  Part  of,  altho’ 

“  their 
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* would  be  the  only  pair  Way  of  efablijbing  a 
Proportion.  If  we  aver e  willing  to  confent 
to  any  fuch  Matter ,  the  Paine  of  our  Ejiate , 
and  op  the  Eftates  of  all  the  Inhabitants, 
ought  to  be  sonfidered,  and  the  whole  Ex 
fence  proportionally  laid  upon  the  whole 
Value in  which  Cafe,  you  would  fnd, 
11  that  the  Exfence  which  we  'voluntarily 
fubmit  to,  out  of  Affertion  to  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants ,  is  much  more  than  fuch  our  Propor¬ 
tion  fo  laid  would  amount  to  :  Bcf.des  tkefe 
general  Expences ,  the  Firjl  of  us  fent  Can¬ 
non  at  his  own  Charge,  to  the  Amount  of  a- 
bove  Four  Hundred  Pounds  Sterling,  for 
the  Defence  of  our  City  e/’Philadelphia, 
neglerted  by  a  late  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives  ;  which,  alone,  is  fuch  a  Sum  as  the 
Proportion  of  a  Tax  on  our  Efate  would 
not  in  many  Years  amowitfo.  And,  as 
this  is  the  Cafe,  we  are  not  dijpofed  to  en¬ 
ter  into  any  Agreement  with  the  Eloufe  of 
Reprefentatives  for  Payment  of  any  parti¬ 
cular  Proportion  of  Indian,  or  other  pub- 
lick  Expences,  but fhall  leave  it  to  them  ( to 
whom  it  of  Right  belongs )  to  provide  for 
fuch  Expences,  as  they  jh all  judge  necejfary 
for  the  publick  Service. 


3^9 

“  their  Eftate  is  not  by- Law -liable  to  be 
“  taxed  $”  your  Committee  are  at  a  lois 
to  conceive,  why  they  fhou'fd  refute,  “  to 
“  enter  r-nto  any  Agreement  forthepay- 
<e  treat  t)f  any-  particular  Proportion  of 
“  Indian  or  other  publick  Expences,” 
when  fuch  Agreement  might  lave  them 
Money,  and  is  propos’d  to  prevent  Dif- 
fatisfa&jons,  and  to  preferve  Union  and 
Harmony  between  them  and  the  People  j 
unleP  it  be  to  (hew  their  utter  Contempt 
of  fuch  Union  and  Harmony,  and  how 
much  they  are  above  valuing  the  Peoples 
Regard , 

The  Charge  on  former  Affemblies,  that 
they  negletded  tiie  Defence  of  the  Proprie¬ 
taries  City,  your  Committee  cannot  but 
think  unkind,  when  it  is  known  to  the 
World,  that  they  gave  many  Thoufand 
Pounds  during  the  War  to  the  King’s 
Ufa,  befides  paying  near  Three  Thoufand 
Pounds  at  one  Time,  to  make  good  the 
Damages  done  to  the  Matters  of  Servants, 
by  the  irregular  and  opprefHve  Procfeed- 
ings  of  the  Proprietaries  Lieutenant  ;  and 
that  their  not  providing  Cannon  to  defend 
the  City,  was  not  from  Neglefi,  but  other 
CoTderations  fet  forth 


at  large  in  the 

printed  Proceedings  of  thofe  Times,  neediefs  now  to  be  repeated.  At  the  fame  Time 
it  may  be  remember’d,  that  though  the  Defence  of  the  Pioprietaries  City,  as  they  are 
pleas’d  to  term  it,  by  Batteries  of  Cannon,  was  more  their  Intereft  (we  will  not  fay 
Duty)  than  any  other  Perfon’s  whatfoever,  and  they  now  reprefent  it  as  a  Thing  fo 
neceffary,  yet  they  themfeives  really  neglected,  and  even  difcouraged  it ;  while  fome 
private  Gentlemen  gave  Sums  nearly  equal  to  that  they  mention,  and  many  contri¬ 
buted  vaftly  more,  confidering  their  Circumltances,  by  which  Means  thofe  Batteries 
were  not  only  compleated  in  Seafon,  but  the  Defence  of  both  Town  and  Country  in 
that  Way  provided  for  ;  whereas  this  boa  fled  Affiftance  of  Four  Hundred  Pounds 
worth  of  Cannon,  was  lent,  like  Venetian  Succours,  after  the  Wars  were  over.  Yet 
we  doubt  not,  but  the  Proprietary  who  fent  them  has  long  fince  had  the  Thanks  of 
thofe  who  receiv’d  them,  tho’  we  cannot  learn  that  they  ever  were  favour’d  with  any 
from  him,  f  or  what  they  did  an’d  expended  in  Defence  of  his  Bhare  of  the  Province 
Proper  ty. 


14.  As  you  defire  to  appear  willing,  on 
your  Parts,  to  eafe  your  Ccnfituents  of  a 
ftnall  Part  of  the  Indian  Expence,  by  throvj- 
ing  it  upon  us,  we  Jhall,  on  our  Part,  and 
hereby  do  recommend  it  to  you,  to  give  them 
a  real  and  far  greater  Relief,  by  taking  off 
a  large  Share  of  that  only  Tax  which  is 
borne  by  them.  As  the  general  Expence  a- 
mounts  to  little  more  than  Three  Thoufand 
Pounds  a  Year,  we  conceive  it  may  very 
well  be  provided  for  cut  of  the  Inter ef  of 
the  Paper  Money,  and  one  Half  of  the  pre- 
fent  Excife  ;  efpecially  if  we  foallbe  induc¬ 
ed,  from  the  State  of  your  Trade  ( which 
we  expert  fuon  to  receive )  to  confent  to  an 
Encreafe  of  your  Paper  Currency.  This 
would  eafe  the  Inhabitants  of  about  Fifteen 


14.  The  fourteenth  Paragraph  of  tie 
Proprietaries  Anfwer  feems  calculated 
merely  for  the  fame  Defign  with  which 
they  charge  the  Reprefentation,  viz.  to 

ainufe  the  weaker  Part  of  the  People. - - 

If  they  are  really  difpos’d  to  favour  the 
Drinkers  of  fpirituous  Liquors,  they  may 
do  it  without  a  Law,  by  inftrufling  their 
Lieutenants  to  abate  Half  the  Licence 
Fees,  which  would  enable  the  Retailersto 
fell  propertionably  cheaper  ;  or  to  refiife 
Licences  to  moie  than  Half  the  prefent 
Number  of  Publick  Iloufes,  which  might 
prevent  the  Ruin  of  many  Families,  and 
the  great  Increafe  of  Idlenefs,  Drunken- 
nefs,  and  other  Immoralities  among  us. 


Hundred  Pounds  a  Year,  which  would  be  felt  by  many  of  them t  when  they  would  not 

be 
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be  finable  of  the  Trifle  you  propofe  we  Jkould  contribute  to  the  publick  Expences.  We 
have  directed  the  Governor  to  confent  to  fuch  a  Law  when  you  Jhall  think  ft  to  prefent 
it  to  him. 


1 5.  As  we  Jhall  ever  in  the  flrfl  Place 
endeavour  to  promote  the  real  Jnterefs  of 
the  good  People  of  Penn  fyl vania,  vie  make 
no  Doubt  of  preferving  an  Union  and  Har¬ 
mony  between  us  and  them ,  unlefs  Men  of 
warm  or  uneajfy  Spirits  Jhould  unhappily 
procure  themfelves  to  be  defied for  Rep  re 


15.  In  Return  to  the  good  Refolutions 
expreffed  by  the  Proprietaries  in  their  fif-‘ 
teenth  Section,  your  Committee  hope  that 
future,  as  well  as  paft  AfTemblies,  will 
likewife  endeavour  to  make  the  Publick 
Good  the  Rule  of  their  Actions,  and  up¬ 
on  all  Occafions  confult  the  true  Intereft 


fentatives,  and  Jhould,  for  the  Supporting  and  Honour  of  the  Proprietary  Family, 

Pit  fhpiY  nrrtMi  fiYtatni  P  Ifipcmt  nY  Tn teredo  urlmtoirc-  „  a-U ~  o _ _ _  _ /“v 


of  their  own  private  Views ,  or  Interefls, 
influence  their  Brethren,  otherwife  honefl 
and  well-  dejigning,  to  efpoufe  their  Caufe ; 
in  fuch  Cafe,  indeed,  Difputes  may  arife , 
wherein  we  Jhall  engage  with  the  utmofl 
Relu fiance ;  but  even  then,  as  we  Jhall 
make  the  general  Good  the  Rule  of  our  Ac¬ 
tions,  we  Jhall,  on  all  fuch  Occafions,  if 


whatever  may  be  the  Sentiments  or  Con¬ 
duct  of  any  of  its  particular  Branches. 
To  this  End,  we  think  the  honeft  and  free 
Remarks  contain’d  in  this  Report,  may  be 
more  conducive  than  a Thoufand flattering 
Addreffes.  And  we  hope,  that  when  the 
Proprietaries  fhall  think  fit  to  reconfider 
this  Matter,  they  will  be  perfuaded,  that 


ever  they  Jhould  happen,  fleadily,  and  with-  agreeing  to  an  equitable  Proportion  of  Ex 
out  wavering,  purfue  Meafures  the  mofl  pence  will  be  a  good  Means  of  taking  a- 
likely  to  conduce  to  that  good  End.  way  one  Handle  of  Diflention  from  “  Men 

“  of  warm  uneafy  Spirits,  if  fuch  fhould 
“  ever  unhappily  procure  themfelves  to  be  defied.” 

really 


16.  The  Reprefentatives  being  annually 
chofen ,  we  are  aware  that  we  are  not 
writing  novo  to  the  fame  Perfons  who  fent 
the  Reprefentation  to  us  ;  the  Perfons  mofl 
forward  to  pufb  on  a  Meafure  (which, 
from  the  Anfwer,  we  direfied  our  Governor 
to  give  to  the  former  Application  he  was 
defred  to  make  to  us,  mufl  be fuppofed  difa- 
greeable)  may  not  now  be  in  the  Houfe, 
but  may  be  fucceeded  by  more  prudent  Per- 
fms,  returned for  their  Places,  who  would 
he  careful  not  to  prefs  a  Matter  too  far, 
in  which  the  Rights  of  the  People  are  not 
really  concerned  :  However,  the  Anfwer 
m’e  give  mufl  be  to  the  Reprefentation  fent 
us.  And  we  deflre,  in  any  Matter  of  the 
like  Nature,  that  the  Houfe  will  be  fatisfied 
with  fuch  an  Anfwer  as  the  j Governor 
nay  have  Orders  to  give  on  our  Behalf. 


16.  Yet  if  the  Proprietaries  are 
defirous  of  preferving  an  Union  and  Har 
mony  between  themfelves  and  this  People, 
we  cannot  but  be  furprized  at  their  laft  Pa¬ 
ragraph,  whereby  they  endeavour  to  cut 
off  the  Aflemblies  Accefs  to  them,  in 
Cafes  where  the  Anfwers  received  from 
their  Deputies,  may  not  be  thought  agree¬ 
able  to  the  Publick  Good.  No  King  of 
England,  as  we  can  remember,  has  ever 
taken  on  himfelf  fuch  State,  as  to  refufe 
perfonal  Applications  from  the  meaneft  of 
liis  Subjefls,  where  the  Redrefs  of  a  Griev¬ 
ance  could  not  be  obtain’d  of  his  Officers. 
Even  Sultans,  Sophys,  and  other  Ealtern 
abfolute  Monarchs,  will,  it  is  laid,  fome- 
times  fit  wholeDaystohear  theComplaints 


and  Petitions  of  their  very  Slaves  ;  and  are 


THOMAS  PENN, 
RICHARD  PENN. 


the  Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania  become 
too  great  to  be  addreffed  by  the  Reprelenta- 
tivesof  the  Freemen  of  their  Province  ?  If 
theymuft notbereafon’d with,  becaufethey 
have  given  iEftruflions,  nor  their  Deputy 
Decaule  he  has  receiv  d  them  ;  our  Meetings  and  Deliberations  are  henceforth  ufeleis  ; 
we  have  only  to  know  their  Will,  and  to  obey. 

To  conclude  ;  if  this  Province  mull  be  at  more  than  Two  Thoufand  Pounds  a  Year 
Expence,  to  fupport  a  Proprietary’s  Deputy,  who  fhall  not  be  at  Liberty  to  ule  his  own 
judgment  in  paffing  Laws  [as  is  intimated  to  us  in  the  fourteenth  Stflion  of  the  An- 
twer  we  have  been  confidering]  but  the  Affent  mud  be  obtain’d  from  Chief  Gover¬ 
nors,  at  three  Thoufand  Miles  Diftance,  often  ignorant  or  mifinform’d  in  our  Af- 
.  rs>  and  wno  wall  not  be  apply’d  to  or  reafon’d  with  when  they  have  given  Inftruc, 
t.on  vve  cannot  but  efteem  thofe  Colonies  that  are  under  the  immediate  Care  of  the 
!°"  n  in  a  much  more  eligible  Situation  :  And  our  fincere  Regard  for  the  Memory 
of  ctir  M  Proprietary,  mull  make  us  apprehend  for  his  Children,  that  if  they 
lohow  the  Adv'ice  of  Rehcboam's  Councilors,  they  will,  like  him,  abfolutely  loff  — 

at 
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at  lead  the  Affeftions  of  their  People.  A  Lofs,  which  however  they  affeft  to  de- 
fpife,  will  be  found  of  more  Confequence  to  them  than  they  feein  at  prelent  to  be  ad¬ 
ware  of. 

All  <ivhicb  is  humbly  fubmiited  to  the  Correction  of  the  Houfe,  by,  See, 


September  11,  1753. 


A  Meflage  from  Governor  Morris  to  the  Aflembly,  Augufi  12,  1 755, 
referred  to  in  Page  250  of  the  foregoing  Work. 

GENTLEMEN, 

WHEN  I  amended  and  fen t  down  to  you  the  Bill  for  railing  Fifty  Thoufand 
Pounds  for  the  King’s  Uie,  I  expe&ed  you  would  have  returned  it  to  me  with 
the  Amendments,  and  informed  me  which  of  them  you  agreed  to,  this  being  the  com¬ 
mon  and  ordinary  Method  in  fuch  Cafes  ;  but  you  departed  from  this,  and^defired  to 
know  whether  I  was  reftrained  by  the  Proprietaries  from  taxing  their  Eftate,  and  the 
Reafons  for  my  Opinion  as  to  that  Meafure;  and  tho’  this  Application  was  unparlia¬ 
mentary,  and  I  believe  unprecedented,  yet  upon  this  Occafion  I  indulged  you  therein, 
and  gave  my  Reafons  in  the  mildeft  Terms,  on  which,  however,  you  have  been  pleaf- 
ed  to  treat  both  the  Proprietaries  and  myfelf  in  a  very  unbecoming  Manner. 

As  you  have  returned  me  the  Bill  without  the  Amendments,  and  in  your  Mtffage 
that  accompanied  it,  offer  no  Reafons  againft  any  of  them  but  fuch  as  relate  to  taxing 
the  Proprietary  Eftate,  I  conclude  you  have  agreed  to  the  others  ;  I  fhall  therefore  con- 
fider  the  feveral  Parts  of  your  Meffage,  and  make  fuch  Obfervations  upon,  and  An- 
fwer  to,  it,  as  I  think  it  merits. 

Haying  told  you,  that  I  had  no  Power  by  my  Commiflion  to  hurt  or  incumber  the 
Proprietary  Eftate,  you  take  Occafion  in  your  Anfwer  to  play  with  the  Words  hurt 
and  encumber,  and  having  viewed  them  in  different  Lights,  tell  me  ‘  that  your  Bill 
*  >s  intended  to  free  the  Proprietary  Eftate  from  Hurt  and  Encumbrance,  by  removing 
*  the  French,  and  that  you  are  as  much  bound  not  to  hurt  or  encumber  the  Eftates  of 
*  your  Conftituents,  as  I  am  with  Refpeft  to  the  Proprietary  Eftate  and  having 
fhewn,  as  you  think,  that  the  Provifo  in  my  Commiflion  does  not  prohibit  me  in  the 
prefent  Cafe  ;  you  then  proceed  to  reafon  upon  the  Claufe  itfelf,  and  after  producing  a 
very  good  Opinion  of  a  former  Council,  judge,  and  Secretary,  as  to  a  particular 
Saving  in  the  late  Proprietary  Commiflion,  you  very  roundly  pronounce  that  Provifo  to 
be  a  Nullity,  and  not  at  all  binding  on  me. 

You  rauft  give  me  Leave  to  differ  from  you  in  Opinion  as  to  the  Force  of  the  Words 
in  that  Claufe,  which,  notwithftanding  what  you  have  faid,  have  ftill  the  fame  plain 
and  determinate  Meaning  they  had  before,  every  Tax,  in  my  Mind,  being  an  En¬ 
cumbrance  upon  an  Eftate,  from  which  it  cannot  be  cleared  but  by  the  Payment  of  a 
certain  Sum  of  Money  ;  and  I  being  exprefly  reftrained  by  my  Commiflion  from  con- 
fenting  to  any  A6I  that  may  encumber  the  Proprietary  Eftate,  every  unprejudiced 
Perfon  will  fee  clearly  that  my  Powers  do  not  extend  to  the  prefent  Cafe,  and  that  if 
I  acceded  to  your  Opinion,  I  fbould  be  guilty  of  a  manifeft  Breach  of  Truft. 

As  to  the  Validity  of  prohibitory  Claufes  in  the  Proprietary  Commiflions,  I  am 
not  fortunate  enough  to  comprehend  the  Force  of  your  Reafonings  upon  this  Head, 
which  are  drawn  from  the  fourth  Seftion  of  the  Royal  Charter  ;  tor  tho’  by  that 
Charter  Power  is  given  to  the  Proprietaries,  their  Deputies  and  Lieutenants,  to'make 
Laws,  yet  it  does  not  alter  the  Relation  which  by  Law  fubfifts  between  a  Principal 
and  his  Deputy,  the  Intention  of  the  Charter  in  that  Particular,  being  no  other  than 
to  impower  Mr.  Penn,  and  his  Heirs,  to  adminjfter  the  Government  by  his  and  their 
Lieutenant  or  Deputy,  which  being  a  judicial  Office,  he  could  not  otherwife  have 
done;  and  fo  far  is  the  Charter,  by  its  general  Tenor,  from  making  the  Deputy 
equal  to,  or  independant  of,  the  Principal,  that  it  makes  the  Proprietaries  alone  ci¬ 
villy  anfwerable  for  what  is  done  in  the  Province,  whether  by  themfelves  or  their  Lieu¬ 
tenants,  which  would  be  unjuft  if  the  Lieutenant  by  the  Charter  was  equal  in  Power, 
independent  of,  and  uncontroulable  by,  the  Perfon  that  appoints,  and  is  anfwerable 
for  his  Behaviour.  Tho'  I  allow  the  Opinion  produced  to  be  good,  as  to  the  Pdlnt 
then  under  Conftderation,  yet  it  is  not  applicable  to  all  Cafes,  which  your  Argu¬ 
ments,  without  any  Foundation,  fuppefe  - and  in  the  prefent  One  there  is  a 

wide  Difference,  obvious  to  every  One  who  cenMers  them  both  with  the  leaft  Degree 

of. 
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of  Attention  ;  becaufe  that  Saving  was  even  referving  a  Power  to  the  Proprietary  in 
his  own  Perfon  to  repeal  a  Law^  which  he  by  his  Lieutenant  had  confented  to  ;  where¬ 
as,  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  the  Reftriftion  amounts  to  nothing  more  than  a  reafonable 
Prohibition  upon  their  Governors,  as  fuch,  from  palling  Laws  to  injure  their 
Eftates. 

I  cannot  help  ohferving,  that  you  formerly  ufed  thefe  fame  Arguments  againft 
the  Validity  of  Royal  Inftruftions,  and  ufing  them  now  to  deftroy  the  Force  of  Pro¬ 
prietary  Prohibitions-,  you  would,  it  fhould  feem,  be  willing  that  the  Lieutenant  Go¬ 
vernor  llaould  he  independent  of  every  Body  but  vourfelves. 

You  fay,  That  the  lame  Provifo  reftrains  me  from  letting  or  felling  the  Proprie¬ 
tary  Lands,  and  yet  I  propofe  to  give  aw3y  S:x  or  Seven  Hundred  Thouland  Acres 
upon  the  Piefent  Occafiqn  ;  and  leem  vaflly  furprized,  that  I  fhould  think  myfelf  re- 
fhained  from  incumbering  the  Proprietary  Lands  by  Aft  of  Affembly,  and  yet  at  Li¬ 
berty  to  give  them  away  ;  for  if,  fay  you,  the  Grant  of  Lands,  contrary  to  fuch  Pro- 
bibition,  would  be  valid,  why  not  the  palling  the  Bill  for  a  Tax?  And  this  sou 

call  a  Queftion  you  cannot  folve. - It  is  fomething  very  extraordinary,  that  the  Re- 

prefentative  Body  of  Penjjlvania  fhould  know  fo  little  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Province, 
as  never  to  have  been  informed,  that  the  Governor  grants  the  Proprietary  Lands  un¬ 
der  a  certain  Power  of  Attorney,  regularly  proved  and  recorded,  called  a  Commilfi- 

on  of  Property,- - That  this  Power  was  formerly  veiled  in  private  Peifons  ;  but 

for  fome  Years  pall,  has  been  given  to  the  Governors  ;  and,  being  the  Foundation  of 
Property;  cannot  be  unknown  to  any  the  lealt  acquainted  with  the  Circumllances  of 

the  Province. - - And  to  alk  a  Queftion  or  two  in  rav  Turn,  how  could  you  think 

that  the  Lands  in  the  Province  were  granted  under  the  Powers  of  a  Commiftion  that 
exprelly  prohibits  the  Granting  of  any  ?  Or  that  the  People  would  be  fo  weak  as  to 
give  Money  for  Lands,  and  take  Titles  under  fuch  a  defeftive  Power?  AN  to  the 
Propofal  i  tie  If,  it  was  made  with  a  good  Intention  ;  and  as  I  am  accountable  to  the 
Proprietaries  for  my  Conduft  under  that  Commilfion  of  Property,  you  may  be  allur¬ 
ed  I  did  not  make  it  w  ithout  proper  Power  to  carry  it  into  Execution  ;  and  had  you 
raifed  Money  tor  an  Expedition  to  the  Weftward,  and  for  encouraging  Settlers,  I 
fhould  then  have  made  an  Offer  of  the  Lands  by  Proclamation,  letting  the  Adventurers 
know,  that  they  were  to  have  the  Choice  of  the  Lands  in  Preference  to  all  others,  w-ith  every 
Thing  elfe  that  could  reduce  the  Offer  to  a  Certainty  ;  which  there  was  no  Neceflity  of 
doing  in  a  Meftage  to  you,  barely  mentioning  the  Tiling,  and  recommending  to  you  to 
grant  an  Aid  to  thofethat  fhould  become  Settlers  after  the  French  were  removed. 

But  whatever  comes  from  the  Proprietaiies,  however  juft,  however  favourable,  muft 
be  wrong,  and  accotdingly  you  are  determined 'to  reprelent  in  that  Light  a  Propofal 
generous  in  itfelf,  and  intended  to  promote  the  Publick  Service  and  Safety  ;  which 
may  ferve  to  fhew  the  Temper  of  Mind  you  are  in,  hut  can  anfwer  no  good  Purpofe. 
You  fay.  Lands  equally  good  may  be  had  in  Virginia  for  Tujo  Shillings  Sterling  Quit-, 
rent,  and  none  to  be  paid  in  Fifteen  Years :  It  may  be  fo  ;  but  how  does  it  appear 
they  are  equally  good  ?  It  is  plain  they  are  not  equally  convenient ;  becaufe  of  their 

greater  Diilance  ft  om  a  Market. - The  Qmtrent  in  Virginia,  I  fuppofe,  was  the 

fame  formerly  that  it  is  now,  and  yet  very  great  Numbers  have  chofen  to  purchafe 
Lands  in  this  Province  of  the  Proprietaries  at  the  Rate  of  Fifteen  Pounds,  'Ten  Shillings, 
fer  Cent,  and  of  private  Men  at  a  much  higher  Price,  and  in  both  Cafes  under  the 
Quitrent  of  Four  Shillings,  and  Two-pence,  Sterling,  when  they  might  have  had  them 
in  Virginia  for  much  lels  ;  and  the  Propofal  ought  not  to  be  confidered  by  compar¬ 
ing  it  with  other  Provinces,  but  with  the  Rate  that  Lands  have,  for  a  Number  of 
\  ears  paft,  been  fold  at  in  this  Province  ;  fome  of  them  lately  in  the  new  Purchafe, 
within  lew  Miles  of  the  Allegheny  Mountains,  and  others  very  remote,  without  any 
Road  of  Communication  with  this  City,  which  is  not  the  Cafe  as  to  the  Lands  pro- 
pofed  to  be  given,  there  being  a  very  good  Waggon  Road  thither  s  And  notwithftand- 
ing  what  you  have  laid  upon  this  Head,  I  am  convinced,  that  if  you  had  enabled  me, 
in  Conjunction  with  the  neighbouring  Governments,  to  have  fent  a  Body  of  Troops 
into  that  Country,  an  Offer  of  Lands,  upon  the  Terms  above-mentioned,  would  have 
had  very  good  EfFefts,  and  would  have  induced  many  to  have  gone  and  become  Set- 
tiers  there,  that  would  not  otherw'ife  thought  of  doing  either,  and  by  t hat  Means 
have  formed  a  Barrier  for  the  Proteftion  and  Seciiiity  of  the  Province;  and  there¬ 
fore  1  cannot  but  be  aftonifhed,  that  you  fhould  have  taken  fo  much  Pains  to  depre¬ 
ciate  it. 


And 
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And  now  having  effeftually  removed  in  yonr  Judgment  my  greatell  Objeftion  to 
gaffing  your  Bill*  you  proceed  to  conlider  my  Reafons  in  their  Order.  And  to  the 
Tirft,  that  Governors,  from  the  Nature  of  their  Offices,  are  exempt  from  the  Pay- 

nent  of  Taxes. - You  t3ke  a  very  nice  Diftinftion  between  the  Proprietary  as 

3wner  of  Land,  and  the  Proprietary  as  chief  Governor,  and  fay,  “  you  do  not  tax 
4  him  as  Governor,  but  as  a  Land-Holder,  and  Fellow  Subieft:”  Though  this  i3 
|i  Diltinftion  that  has  no  Exiftence  in  Law  or  Reafon,  yet  I  fliall  for  the  prefent  ad- 
nit  it,  and  confider  it  accordingly.  Have  the  Proprietaries  a  Right  to  vote  in  the  E- 
jeftion  of  Reprefentatives  as  Land-Hoiders  ?  lurely  not,  being  hereditary  Governors 
>f  the  Province,  and  having  a  Voice  in  the  Legiflature  hy  their  own  pafticular  Re- 
nefentative  the  Governor.  How  then  came  you  by  a  Right  to  tax  them  as  Fellow 
Subjects  and  Land-Holders,  feeing  they  had  no  Voice  in  chufing  you,  nor  were  en- 
|i tied  to  any,  tho’  Owners  of  Land  in  every  County  ?  From  the  very  Principles  there- 
I'ore  of  the  Ewg/i/JConftitution,  you  have  noRighttotax  them  asFreeholders  or  Fellow 
Subjefts,  as  you  call  them  :  If,  therefore,  you  tax  them  at  all,  it  mull  be  as  Proprie- 
:aries,  and  chief  Governors,  which  is  the  only  Capacity  by  which  they  are  connec- 
ed  with,  or  related  to,  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province ;  and  under  them  in  that 
tapacity,  you  derive  the  Power  of  afting  as  an  AfTembly.  You  cannot  therefore, 
mihout  inverting  the  Order  of  Things,  have  a  Power  over  thofe  from  whom  you  and 
every  one  elfe  in  the  Province  derive  all  the  Power  they  have. —  They  hold  the  Go¬ 
vernment  and  Soil  of  this  Province  under  the  fame  Grant,  and  the  Title  to  botli  is 
entered  in  their  Perfons,  and  cannot  be  feparated  or  divided  without  deftroying  their 
Authority.  It  may  be  very  true,  as  you  lay,  “that  the  Proprietaries  do  not  govern 
:£  you  but  that  is  not  owing  to  any  Want  of  legal  Authority  in  them,  but  from 
mother  Caule  that  I  need  not  mention  here. 

The  Support,  as  you  call  it,  that  is  paid  by  the  Province  to  a  Lieutenant  Gover¬ 
nor,  is  no  other  than  the  Fees  of  Office,  and  as  fucfi  are  due  to  any  One  that  admini- 
fters  the  Government,  and  are  not,  what  you  would  infinuate,  given  to  the  Lieuten¬ 
ant  for  doing  the  Duty  of  the  Principal  ;  the  chief  of  them  aie  Publick-houfe  Licen¬ 
ces,  which  were  originally  granted  by  Charter,  not  by  any  Conceffion  of  the  People 
f tho’  you  from  Time  to  Time  have  taken  it  for  granted  to  be  fo)  and  in  Favour  to 
them,  as  former  Governors  took  much  larger  Sums  for  this  Service,  moderate  Fees 
have  been  confented  to  be  fixed  by  Law,  as  Confiderations  lor  the  Bufinefs  done,  not 
fufficient  for  the  Support  of  Government ;  all  the  Fees  and  Perquiiites  whereof  do 
not  amount,  communibus  Amis,  to  more  than  a  Thoufand  Pounds. 

As  to  the  Land-tax  Afts  of  Parliament  you  refer  to,  they  may  be  as  you  fay  with 
refpeft  to  the  Crown’s  Fee-Farm  Rents.  But  I  do  not  conceive  they  amount  to  a 
jProof  that  the  King  pays  Taxes,  all  Taxes  whatever  being  paid  to  him  ;  and  there 
feems  to  me  an  Iriconliltency  in  fuppoling  he  can  both  pay  and  receive.  I  take  the 
Claufe  you  mention  to  have  no  other  Meaning  than  to  appropriate  Part  of  the  Reve- 
Inues  of  the  Crown  to  one  publick  Ule,  which  were  before  appropriated  to  another  : 
|!For  I  mult  obferve  to  you,  that  the  King  can  have  no  piivate  Eftate,  but  from  the 
■Dignity  of  his  Office  holds  his  Lands  in  Right  of  the  Crown.  And  another  Reafon 
■why  a  Poundage  is  collefted  upon  the  Crown  s  Fee  Farm  Rents  may  be,  that  the 
■Land-tax  ffiould  not  fall  heavier  upon  the  other  Lands  in  the  fame  Hundreds  or  Dif- 
|tri6fs,  as  the  Quotas  of  each  were  long  ago  fettled  as  they  now  ftand  in  the  King’s 
IBooks,  and  cannot,  without  Confuficn,  be  altered  upon  the  Crown  s  acquiring  Lands 
lin  any  of  them. 

I  And  upon  this  you  break  out  into  a  lofty  Exclamation,  that  ‘  this  is  not  the  firft 
|‘  Inftance  by  many,  in  which  Proprietaries  and  Governors  of  petty  Colonies  have  af- 
I4  fumed  to  themfelves  greater  Powers,  Privileges,  Immunities  and  Prerogatives,  than 
|  ‘  were  ever  claimed  by  their  Royal  Mailer  on  the  Imperial  Throne  of  all  bis' extern- 
|<  five  Dominions.”  I  rauft  acknowledge,  Gentlemen,  that  thefe  are  founding 
|  Words  ;  but  what  Inflances  among  the  many  can  you  give  of  that  afluming  Behavi- 
]  our  in  your  prefent  Proprietaries  ?  Have  they  ever  claimed  any  Rights  or  Preioga- 
I  tives  not  granted  to  them  by  the  Royal  Charter,  or  referved  by  that  of  their  Father, 
j  under  which  you  fit  ?  Can  you  lay  to  their  Charge,  during  the  Courle  of  a  long  Ad- 
[  minillration  over  you,  one  Aft  of  Injuftice  or  Severity  ?  Have  they  even  exe veiled  all 
thofe  Powers  which  by  the  Royal  Charter  they  might  legally  do,  and  to  which  that 
’  Charter  requires  the  People  to  be  obedient  ?  On  the  contrary,  hive  they  not  given  up 
to  the  People  many  Things  they  had  a  Right  to  infill  on,  and  indulged  them  in  eve¬ 
ry  Thin°-  that  they  judged  for  their  Benefit  ?  Hew  jull  is  it  therefore,  Gentlemen, 
°  D  J  to 
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to  accufe  them  of  affuming  Powers  and  Prerogatives  greater  than  their  Royal  Mr 
fter  ?  .Would  you  turn  your  Eyes  towards  your  own  Conduct,  and  apply  fome  < 
thefe  fignificant  Words  to  yourfelves,  you  would  find  them  much  more  applicable  tha 
they  ate  to  the  Proprietaries. — —The  Charter  under  which  you  aft,  gives  you  th 
Powers  and  Privileges  of  an  Affembly,  according  to  the  Rights  of  the  Free-born  Sul 

j eels  of  England,  and  as  is  ufual  in  any  of  the  King’s  Plantations  in  America. - 

This,  Gentlemen,  is  the  Foundation  of  your  Powers,  which,  by  the’Royal  Chartei 
were  to  be  conf'onant  to  the  Laws  and  Conftitution  of  England.  Eat  inilead  of  cor 
fining  yourfelves  to  that  which  your  wife  Anceilors  thought  fully  fufficient  to  anfwi 
the  Ends  of  Good  Government,  and  fecure  the  Liberties  of  the  People,  yoti  hat 
taken  upon  y<>u  great  and  mighty  Powers,  difpenfed  with  pofitive  Laws  by  the  Strengt 
of  your  own  Orders,  claim  a  Right  to  difpoie  of  all  publick  Money,  and  of  keepin 
your  Proceedings  a  Secret  from  the  Crown,  with  many  others  unknown  to  an  E> 
glifb  Conftitution,  and  never  heard  of  in  the  other  Plantations  in  America.  Wh 
therefore  C3n  be  fo  juftly  accuied  as  yourfelves  of  affuming  unwanantable  Power; 
greater  than  ever  were  claimed  by  a  Eriujh  Houle  of  Parliament,  or,  to  ufe  your  ow 
Words,  ‘  by  your  Royal  Mailer  on  the  Imperial  Throne  of  all  his  extenfive  Domini 
‘  ons,’  who  pretends  to  no  Powers  but  what  the  Conftitution  gives  him,  and  dificlaim 
a  Right  of  difptnfing  with  Laws. 

To  thefe  Encroachments  on  the  Conftitution  you  give  thefacred  Name  of  Privilege 
and  under  the  Mafk  of  Zeal  for  the  Publick,  conceal  your  own  Schemes,  pretendin: 
they  are  all  for  the  Benefit  of  the  People,  when  they  can  anfwer  no  Purpofe  but  to  en 
creafe  your  own  Power,  and  endanger  the  juft  Rights  that  the  People  enjoy  unde 
the  Royal  and  Proprietary  Charters,  by  making  it  neceffary  for  his  Majelty  and  ; 
Britijb  Parliament  to  interpofe  their  Authority  to  fave  the  Province.— —The  Peo 
pie  have  no  Way  fo  effectually  to  fecure  themfelves  in  the  Enjoyment  of  their  Li 
berty,  as  Unfitly  adhering  to  the  Conftitution  eftabliftied  by  Charter,  making  tha 
the  Foundation  and  Standard  of  their  Proceedings,  and  dif’countenancing  every  Devi 
ation  from  it. 

The  fecond  and  third  Reafons  given  by  me,  and  your  Anfwers  to  them  being 
deduced  from  the  Law'  for  raifing  County  Rates  and  Levies,  I  /hall  confider  then: 
together. 

1  do  not  fee  why  the  Proprietary  Eftate  in  each  County  is  not  benefited  in  com¬ 
mon  with  other  E (fates,  and  by  the  fame  Means.  The  Provifo  therefore,  relat¬ 
ing  to  their  E Hates,  was  not  inferred  becaufe  he  had  no  Benefit  by  the  Money 
railed,  but  was  propeily  a  Condition,  upon  wh:ch  his  Governor  confented  to  veft  the 
'whole  Power  of  chuiing  the  Tax-Officers  in  the  People,  and  is  declarative  of  the  Right: 
of  his  Station,  of  which  the  People  in  general  might  be  ignorant. 

I  think,  with  you,  that  the  Proprietary  Tax  would  not  be  more  than  an  Hun¬ 
dredth  Part  of  the  Whole,  but  cannot  therefore  admit,  that  if  he  is  taxed,  he  ffiouW 
be  excluded  from  any  Voice  in  the  Choice  of  thefe  impowered  to  tax  him,  or  that  the 
Votes  of  his  Officers,  in  their  own  Right,  can  make  the  Affeffors  his  Repreftnta- 
tives  ;  nor  can  I  eafdy  conceive,  that  a  Negative  upon  a  Choice  is  Half  the 
Choice,  or  indeed  any  Part  of  it;  but  as  what  you  fay  upon  this  Head  has  ve¬ 
ry  little  argumentative  Force,.  I  fhall  not  dwell  upon  it,  but  fay  fomething  as  to  the 
Law  itfelf. 

From  the  Tenor  of  the  Afil  it  appears  to  me  to  be  intended,  not  only  for  laying 
and  raifing  Taxes  to  defray  the  neceffary  Charges  in  every  County,  but  to  lettic 
the  Mode  of  railing  Money  upon  all  O  caficna;  it  direfils  the  Manner  of  chufing 
Commifnoneis,  Aft'effors.  Collefilois  and  Treafurers,  gives  them  particular  Powers, 
and  regulates  the  Coudufit  of  thole  entrulled  with  the  laying  and  receiving  Taxes.— 
It  is  a  pofitive  and  perpetual  Lsw,  and  by  a  fpecial  Provifo  exprefly  declares  the 

Proprietary  Eftate  not  liable  to  Taxes. - You  yourfelves  apply  it  to  a  Piovincial 

Purpofe  by  the  Bill  under  Confideration,  and  the  apparent  Reafon  why  it  was  never 
applied  to  that  Purpofe  before  is,  that  no  Piovincial  Tax  has  ever  been  laid  iince  the 
Emitting  of  that  Law. 

You  are  certainly  empowered  by  fome  temporary  Laws  to  difpofe  of  particular  Mo¬ 
nies  railed  by  thofe  Laws,  when  they  come  into  the  publirk  Offices,  and  I  do  not 
know  that  this  Power  has  been  dilbuted  ;  the  Legislature  that  gave  thole  Laws  a  Be¬ 
ing,  had  a  Right  to  pals  them  in  that  Shape,  and  a  future  Legiflature  may  clothe 
fame,  if  they  think  fit  5  but  I  do  not  conceive  that  you  have  from  thofe  Laws  a  Right 
t«  difpoie  of  all  Money  that  fhall  be  railed,  that  being  no  Part  of  the  Charter,  but 
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,uft  depend  upon  the  Legiflature  that  raifes  it,  who  may  referve  the  Difpcfition  to 
hemfelves,  give  it  to  you,  or  any  Body  el te  they  thinly  fit. 

,  And  here  I  cannot  help  taking  Notice  of  an  Exprefiion  in  your  Meffage,  i  hat 
cm  have  allowed  me  a  Share  in  the  Difpofition  of  the  Fifty  fkoufand  P  minds.  -Is  it 

rom  you,  Gentlemen,  tl^t  I  derive  the  Right  of  governing  this  Province,  or  from 
our  Allowance  that  I  have  a  Voice  in  the  Legiflature  ?  Are  you  the  Sovereign  D.I- 
toiers  of  Power  ?  Have  you  a  Right  to  give  and.  take  away  at  FHafure_,  If  not, 
hence  that  lofty  Claim  of  allowing  your  Governor  a  Share  in  the  Difpofition  of  pub- 
ck  Money  ?  Is  not  the  whole  Property  of  the  People  fubjeft  to  the  Power  of  the  l.e- 
Igiflature  ;  and  have  I  not  a  Voice  in  that  Legiflature,  not  drived  from,  or  dependant 
Lon,  you  ;  and  how  came  you  there' o.e  by  a  Right  to  allow  me  a  Snare  m  the 

pifpofition  of  Money,  which  cannot  be  railed  without  my  Confept  -mil  Language 

Lay  poffibly  be  agreeable  to  your  Notions  of  your  own  luperlative  Powers,  but  is  not 
vilified  by  the  Conftitution  eftabhfhed  by  Charter,  or  any  Rights  properly. belonging 
o  an  Aflembly  ;  and  your  claiming  fuch  a  Power,  fhews  the  Extenuyenels  of  youi 
Plan,  which  is  no  lefs  in  that  Refpea,  than  to  render  yourlclves  independant  and 
Lfu me  a  Superiority  over  your  Proprietaries  and  Governois;  a  1  lan  you  wcuio  not 
fail  to  carry  into  Execution,  were  your  Power  equal  to  your  Inclinations. 

The  Proprietaries  do  not  flrrink,  as  you  call  it,  at  the  Payment  of  a  ima.l  Sum  f 
Toney,  nor  is  that  the  Motive  for  infilling  on  their  Right,  they  having  by  me  offe¬ 
nd  much  more  than  their  Proportion  of  this  Tax  can  poffibly  amount  to  ;  but  to 
breferve  the  Rights  of  their  Station,  which  if  they  give  up  whenever  t.iey .aie  demand- 
Id,  as  Claims  will  never  be  wanting,  they  will  very  fooa  be  gripped  ot  evuy  1  lung 
they  have  a  Right  to  enjoy,  both  Power  and  Piopeity,  . 

Your  Anfwer  to  my  fourth  Reafon  admits,  that  taxing  the  Eftates  o.  P.opneta- 
ries  is  contrary  to  the  Ufage  and  Practice  in  this  and  other  Governments,  by  lav* 
ing,  that  Cuftom  and  Ufage,  againft  Reafon  and  Juftice,  ought  to  l^ye  n 

Weight. - But  I  do  not  admit  that  Reafon  and  juft.ee  are  on  your  Side  of  the 

Queltion;  on  the  contrary,  I  think  I  have  fltewn  that  they  are  with  me*  ^  ^ 
upon  the  Ufage  and  Cuftom  as  a  ftrong  Ev.dence,  that  the  Leg.flatmes  of  this  a 
Ether  Proprietary  Governments  were  of  my  Opinion  ;  and  I  am  very  muc^  c  n“"ur 
ed,  Gentlemen,  that  you  (hall  chufe  this  Time  of  imminent  Dangei,  when  your 
Country  is  invaded,  to  introduce  a  new  and  extraordinary  Glaim,  to  the  Prcjmlice 
of  Pei  ions  that  are  abfent  ;  when  you  know,  that  however  rig  i  you  may  , 

I  have  it  not  my  Power  to  con  lent  to  it,  conhftent  with  Duty  and  Honoui . 

A"  o  myfelfj  I  think  i,  netefcty  to  fa,,  that  for  the  Wpa.ch  of  .ho 
nefs  at  this  critical  Conjuncture,  when  every  honelt  Heait  ffiou  t  e  ^Lnilrutes  that 
Publick.  Service,  I  ftudiouflv  avoided  every  Thing  that  could  -enew  heDdpu^t 
fubfifted  between  us,  and  earneftly  recommended  the, fame  Temper  ot  Mm  y  , 
and  cannot  therefore  but  be  exceedingly  lurprized'  in  Return  to^s  jn  .J 
I  treated,  and  reprefented  as  the  hateful  Inftrument  of  reducing  a  free  I  cople  to  hejp- 
jeft  State  of  Vaffidage.  What  Grounds  have  you,  Gentlemen,  foi  tins  heavy  Cl.a  g 
What  Laws  of  lmpofition,  abhorrent  to  common  Juftice  and  common  Reafon,  ha  e 
I  attempted  to  force  down  your  Throats  ?  Have  I  propofed  any  thing  to  you,  dm  mg 
the  Courfe  of  my  fhort  Adminiftration ,  but  to  grant  Supplies  to  the  Ciown  adequate 
to  the  Exigencvyof  the  Times  ;  to  affift  the  King's  Forces  lent  for  our  Prote.  non  ; 
and  'to  put  die  P, evince  into  a  Pofture  of  De/enee  by  eftabh firing  a  MiJ-tia,  Much ,  is 
putting  the  Sword  into  the  Hands  of  theTeople  for  them  own  Security  ?  An  vfuie 
can  it  be  trufted  with  more  Safety  to  themlelv.es  ?  Are  thele  Impofitmns,  or are  th^b- 
horrent  to  common  Juftice  and  Reafon  ?  I  have,  tt  is  true,  lel.ufed  to  give  ipy  AHent 
to  fome  Bills  propofed  by  you,  becaufe  they  were  contrary  to  the  Kmg  s  Inli  uo  » 
ons  ;  and  amended  others,  to  make  them  agreeable  to  the  Charter,  and  cotffi  ent  v  .  h 
the  Safety  of  the  People,  by  lodging  the  Diluofiuon  of  the  i  u click  Money  in  the  Ham  s 
ot  the  Legiflature  ;  and  for  this,  which  is  no  nice  than  »  due  obeoience  to  the Twv.ul 
Commands  of  the  Crown,  and  the  free  Exeicde  ot  my  Reaion  and  Judgment  m  l  •  - 
ters  of  Legiflation.  am  I  branded  with  Infamy  and  Reproayh,  and  let  up  as  tlw 

ObieCl  of  a  people’s  Refentment.  ,  ,  .  . 

1  am  not,  Gentlemen,  confcious  to  myfelf  of  having  done  or  intended  to  do,  any 
the  lea  ft  Injury  to  the  People  committed  to  my  Charge  ,  and  tb  Man  that  has  been 
opprefled  o'  injured  by  me,  let  him  hand  forth  and  complain.  Who  ,s,nn  your  Pro- 
vince  that  does  not  enjoy  the  Freedom  of  his  own  religious  Worflup..?  Whole  Liberty 
have  I  taken  away  ?  Or  whole  Property  have  ^invaded  ?  Surely  if  I  have  lakeo^M- 
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vonlThrLl^T^'f^^r1'-’  *"1°/  your  Regard  for  y°ur Country,  to  force  down 

S? Vf  J  7,B,°  dtp,i”e:!’e  P“p,eof  >«d  r'eJ„  “S™  zz 

and  T  111  , "  V‘  ”  j  !"J"  7'  be  able  M  Pomt  om  I'ome  Infantes  of  thefe  Things  | 
and  I  1  upon  you  to  do  at,  if  you  can,  and  make  good  your  Charge.  It  is  not  to 

butdoiniethoT)ht  ’  G"ntlemen’  but  to  yourfelves  ;  and  that  for™  other  Reafon, 
Lecrina  ifre  wbh  F0,  TY  S  Tr*  / BXerC1"ing  my  own  Judgment,  as  a  Branch  of  the 
”£dS?3  “dr?depend'ncy>  and  k“pi“g  you,  «fcr  as  it  was  in 

Had  you  reaiiy  any  Tendernefs  for  your  bleeding  Country,  would  you  have  afted 
the  I  art  you  have  done  ?  Would  you  have  looked  tamely  on,  and  fee  the  French  feat 

Numb  ,V£S  It;  Bv,°rdrT  ?  W°Uld  J°U  hSVe  fuffered  *»«">  *e  encreafe  their 
Numbi  i,.  and  fortify  themfelves  in  a  Place  from  whence,  in  few  Days,  they  may 

march  an  Army  among  the  Inhabitants  ?  Would  you  have  been  deaf  to  all  the^ffec- 

tmnate  Warnmgs  and  Calls  of  his  Majefty,  the  faithful  Guardian  of  his  People’s 

Safetj  .  And  would  you  have  refufed  the  proper,  neceffarv  and  timelv  Aftiftance  to  an 

Army,  fent  to  protea  thefe  Colonies  ?  Or  would  you  now,  when  that  Armyl*  de- 

fc'L  ”d>  ™alpe  jour  Time  in  deputing  about  new  and  extraordinary  Claim/of  your 

Zetyl  S’  ^  Head  and  Hand  ftouki  be  ^ployed  for  the  PubTk 

Gentlemen,  to  conclude,  let  me  entreat  you  to  lav  afide  all  Heat  and  A- 
mmofify^r  to  confuier  the  naked  and  defencelefs  State  of  the  Inhabitants,  with  a  Tem- 
pei  of  Mind  becoming  the  important  Occafion  to  look  upon  the  French,  and  their  J*. 
dmns,  as  your  only  Enemies,  and  the  Perfons  that  intend  to  inflave  you  :  and  be  af. 
lured  that  your  Proprietaries,  or  Governor,  have  no  Defigns  to  the  Prejudice  of  the 

juft  Rights  anffivdeges  ""  C°nf,'nUe  t0  them  iB  the  of  all  their 

The  AffrmbJy’s  ANSWER  to  the  foregoing  Me/fage,  jfyguJ 

J755? 

May  it  pleafe  /^Governor, 

f-f  °.  "!V  dif?g,'eueaSe  f°eVe-r  th8  Taflc  may  he>  t0  wade  through  all  the  Milieprefen- 
Sh  an°d  Vnrhe tW0V€/r0’’S  l0ng  Me^ge  °F  the  Thirteemh  Inftant,  a  Regard  to 
to  fubmit  to  it.  '  Ljip0rt3nCe  *°  the  Welfare  of  olir  Country,  will  oblige  us 

«  S  .plf  fed  /°  te,1]  that  ‘  when  he  fent  down  our  Bill  for  railing 

<  ^  vvub  Amendments,  he  expected  we  fhould  have  returned  ft 

«  1  Amtrdmems,  and  informed  him  which  of  them  we  agreed  to,  this  beincr 

the  common  and  ordinary  Method  in  inch  Cafes.’  The  Governor  allows  in  this  Meft 

?£'  :  tj,e?Ws  a»dR‘^g«of  anAffembty, accord- 

,  Kfn  °  p,  R’gh.ts  of. the,  F  f'e  iorn  hubjefls  of  England,  and  as  is  ufual  in  any  of  the 
.mgs  Plantations  ,n  America d  Now,  we  take  it  to  be  one  of  thofe  Privileges 
am  Powers  of  an  Affembly,  to  have  their  Money  Bills,  granting  Supplies  to  the 
Ciown,  accepted  as  they  are  tendered,  if  at  all  accepted,  and  that  without  any  Propo- 

Comml  We  th',nk  thif  "  «  Rr-ilege  claimed  and  ufed  by  the  Sof 

Commons,  and  as  far  as  we  know  by  all  the  AlTemblies  in  America  j  fo  that  it  is  far 
fiom  being  the  common  and  ordinary  Method  to  receive  and  debate  on  Amendments 

Govern  of?  16  r  ein0r  t0/UCh  ,?'!1S-  If  '*  'berefore  without  Foundation,  that  the 
Reafon- UPPO,er  We  ag;ee,d  ‘°  U  ,0ther  Amendments,  merely  becaufewe  offered 
fV  r  ga'ni  a!,y  of  them,  but  that  whi.  h  related  to  taxing  the  Proprietary  E- 

(hod*  eXreeV",T^  ethatS;ep°?  DeviaIion  fr°m  the  common  and  ordinary  Me¬ 
thod,  entirely  in  con  .deration  that  the  Occafion  for  the  Supply  was  uncommon  and  ex -  ' 

nX/fth?S  TP'ng  t!rbV°  c°me  uiore  fpeedily  to  a  happy  ( Conclulion  in  the  Bufi- 

Precedent.  S'  n,°a’  ^  Wlth°Ut  the  ieaft  Intentltl«  it  fliould  ever  be  drawn  into 

The  Governor  ftiil  infids,  that  taxing  the  Proprietary  Eftate,  tho’  it  be  to  free  it 
ft  om  Fiench  Encroachments,  will  be  an  Encumbrance  on  that  Eftate.  Be  it  fo  then 
imcegne  Governor  will  have  it  fo,  for  our  Differences  are  lets  about  Words  than 
I  hings  :  Does  this  however  prove  the  Validity  of  the  Prohibitory  Claule  in  his  Com- 
million  ?  or  that  it  is  equitable  and  juft  the  Proprietary  Eftate  alone  fhould  be  exempt 

from 
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from  a  Tax  which  all  the  Eftates  in  Britain  and  her  Colonies  now  bear,  or  mull  bear, 
to  free  that  very  Eftate  from  Enc*  Jachments  and  Encumbrance  ? 

The  Governor  is  *  not  fortunate  enough,  he  is  pleafed  to  fay,  to  comprehend  the 

*  Force  of  our  Reafonings  on  this  Head,  that  are  drawn  from  the  Fourth  Seftion  of 

*  the  Royal  Charter  ;  ’  which,  though  it  gives  Power  to  the  *  Proprietaries  and 

*  their  Deputies  and  Lieutenants  th  make  Laws,  does  not  alter  the  Relation  between  a 

*  Principal  and  his  Deputy,  or  make  the  Deputy  equal  to,  or  independant  of,  the 

*  Principal,  &c.'  We  will  therefore,  for  the  Governor’s  Satisfaction,  endeavour  to 
exprefs  our  Sentiments  yet  plainer,  if  poftible,  and  enforce  them  farther.  TheRoyal 
Charter  grants  ‘  full,  free  and  ablblute  Power  (not  only  to  the  Proprietary  and  his 

*  Heirs)  but  to  his  and  their  Deputies  and  Lieutenants ,  to  enact  any  Laws  <■ whatfoever , 
f  for  raijing  Money  for  the  Safety  of  the  Country,  according  to  their  bef  Difcretion , 

*  with  the  Affent  of  the  Freemen,  &cd  But  the  Governor  objeCts,  notwithstanding 
this  full  and  free  Power  granted  by  the  Royal  Charter  to  me  a3  the  Proprietaries  De¬ 
puty,  I  cannot  ufe  my  beji  Difcretion  in  this  Cafe,  nor  enaft  the  propofed  Law,  be- 
caufe  there  is  in  my  Commifiion  a  Prohibitory  Claufe  or  Saving  which  retrains  me  ; 
and  if  I Jbould  pafs  it,  fuch  Prohibition  notwithfanding,  the  Law  would  not  be  'valid. 
To  this  we  anfwered,  that  no  Prohibition  of  the  Proprietaries  can  lellen  or  takeaway 
from  the  Lieutenant  Governor  any  Power  he  is  velted  with  by  the  Royal  Charter  ;  and, 
in  Support  of  this,  as  an  Argument,  at  lealt  to  the  Governor,  produced  to  him  an  O- 
pinion  of  the  Proprietary  and  Governor’s  former  Council,  on  the  Cale  of  a  Provifo 
or  Saving  in  the  Lieutenant’s  Commifiion,  that  reftrained,  in  favour  of  the  Proprie¬ 
tary,  the  Power  of  making  Laws  which  is  granted  to  the  Lieutenant  in  the  Royal 
Charter,  This  Opinion  (which  the  Governor  allows  to  be  a  good  One)  declares  that 
Saving  to  be  void  in  itfelf,  and  that  any  Laws  paffed  by  the  Lieutenant  fhall  he  valid, 
the  Saving  notwithftanding.  But  the  Governor  would  dillinguifh  it  away,  by  alledg¬ 
ing,  *  that  though  the  Opinion  was  good  in  that  Cale,  it  is  not  applicable  to  all  Cafes.’ 
If  it  is  applicable  to  the  prefent  Cafe,  it  is  all  that  is  neceffary  for  our  Purpofe,  which 
was  tofhew,  that  a  Provifo  in  his  Commifiion,  relli'iCling  the  Powers  granted  him  by 
Charter,  was  void  in  itfelf ;  and  that  if  he  palled  a  Law  contrary  to  the  Provifo,  the 
Law  would  be  valid.  The  ‘  Relation  between  the  Principal  and  his  Deputy’  Hill  re¬ 
mains  entire  ;  the  Deputy  is  dependant  on  the  Principal,  and  may  be  removed  by  him 
at  Pleafure.  But  as  the  Principal  cannot  give  Powers  to  the  Deputy  which  he  has  net 
himfelf,  fo  neither  can  he  leffen  thePowers  given  to  the  Deputy  by  the  Charter.  If 
the  Proprietary  can,  by  Prohibitory  Claufes  in  his  Commifiion,  reftrain  the  Deputy 
from  palling  any  one  Law  which  otherwife  he  had  Power  by  the  Charter  to  pafs,  he 
may  by  the  fame  Rule  reftrain  him  from  palling  every  Law,  and  fo  the  Deputy  would 
be  no  Deputy.  That  the  Charter  makes  the  Proprietary  *  civilly  anfwerable  for 
f  what  is  done  in  the  Province  by  their  Lieutenants,’  we  conce-ve  to  be  a  Mdtake. 
The  Proprietary  is,  by  the  Charter,  made  anfwerable  for  any  Mifdemeanour  that  he 
himfelt  fhall  commit,  or  by  any  wilful  Default  or  Negleft  permit,  againft  the  Laws  of 
Trade  and  Navigation.  But  if  the  Deputy  commits  a  Mifdemeanour,  which  the  Pro¬ 
prietary  does  not  permit,  through  his  own  wilful  Default  or  Neglebl,  we  prefume,  he  is 
not  anfwerable  for  fuch  Mifdemeanour  by  the  Charter  ;  and  iefs,  in  Reafon,  now, 
than  when  the  Charter  was  given  ;  as  by  an  A6t  of  Parliament  of  later  Date,  every 
Deputy  appointed  by  the  Proprietary,  mu  ft,  before  he  can  ail  as  luch,  receive  the 
Royal  Approbation.  The  very  Nature  and  Reafon  of  the  Thing,  moreover,  feems  to 
us  to  fhow,  that  a  Deputy  to  do  a  Thing,  fhould  have  all  the  Powers  of  the  Princi¬ 
pal  neceffary  for  doing  that  Thing  ;  and  every  Lieutenant  or  Deputy  Governor,  is,  by 
theNatureof  his  Office,  and  the  Reafon  of  his  Appointment,  to  lupply  or  hold  the 
Place  of  a  Governor.  But  the  Royal  Charter  being  fo  exprefs  and  plain  in  the  Point, 
leaves  us  under  no  Neceffity  of  inveftigating  this  Truth  by  Reafon.  Shouid  our  Con- 
flituents,  when  they  chufe  us  to  reprefent  them  in  Affembly,  not  on'y  inftrufl  us,  but 
even  take  Bonds  of  us,  that  we  fhould  affent  to  no  Law  for  the  better  and  more  effectual 
Recovery  of  the  Proprietary  Quitrents,  if  fuch  a  Law  were  required  of  us,  or  tnought 
neceffary  by  the  Governor  :  Would  he  thinkfuch  Prohibitions  or  Bonds  valid  i  Would 
be  not  fay  they  were  void  in  themfelves,  as  forbidding  what  he  thinks  a  juft  add  reafon- 
able  Thing,  depriving  us  of  the  Right  of  ufing  our  beji  Difcretion,  and  reftraining  the 
Powers  granted  to  us  by  Charter.  The  Cafe  we  conceive  to  he  the  fame  with  relpeil 
to  the  Proprietaries  Lieutenant  (who  is  their  Reprelentative)  if  he  is  fo  reftrained  as  the 
Governor  thinks  himfelf  to  be.  *  The  Government,  and  the  Exercife  of  the  Go- 

*  yernjnent,  are  infeparable,’  fays  Chief  Juftice  Po*,exfent  a  famous  Lawyer,  ‘  and 

wheie- 
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4  wherever  the  Government  is  granted,  the  Exercife  of  that  Government  is  meant  and 
included.  If  the  King  grant  to  any  one  the  Gt&ptmjent  of  Jamaica,  or  the  like/ 
continues  he,  ‘  hire  no  one  will  lay,  that  that  is  not  a  Grant  of  the  Exercife  of  the 
4  Government  there  !’  And  we  fuppofe  this  is  as  good  Law,  with  legard  to  the  Grant 
of  the  Government  of  Pennjyl-vania. 

The  Governor  is  pleated  to  fay,  that  he  cannot  help  obferving,  that  we  formerly  uf- 
ed  the  lame  Arguments  againft  the  Validity  of  Royal  Inflations.  We  have  all  due 
RefpeiSt  and  Deiei ence  for  Royal  Inflations  ;  the  King  has  not  any  where  a  more 
dutiful  and  loyal  People  ;  but  what  does  the  Governor  intend  bv  the  Validity  of 
Inflations  ?  Does  he  mean  that  they  zat.Laws  in  the  Colonies  i  And  if  the  Royal 
Inflations  were  luch,  does  it  follow  that  Proprietary  Inflru&ions  have  the  lame  Vali¬ 
dity  ?  We  apprehend  there  may  be  l'ome  Difference,  but  at  prelent  u  is  notneceffary  to 
diicufs  it. 

For  our  doubting  in  the  lead  the  Governor’s  Power  to  make  the  offer’d  Grants  of 
Land  (free  of  Purchafe  Money  and  Qujtrent  for  Fifteen  Years)  in  the  Behalf  of  the 
Proprietary,  he  is  pleafed  to  treat  us  with  great  Contempt  on  account  of  our  Igno¬ 
rance,  obierving,  that’  *  it  is  lomething very  extraordinary,  that  thy  Rcpieftntative 
‘  Body  of  P ennjylvania  fhould  know  fo  little  of  the  Affaus  pf  the  Province,  as  never 
47  to  have  been  informed,  that  the  Governor  grants  the  Proprietary  Lands  under  a  cer- 
‘  tain  Power  of  Attorney ,  regularly ^  proved  and  recorded^  called -a  Copimiffion  of  Proper- 
‘  Id  ;  Tl!al  Power  was  .formerly  veiled  in  private  Pei  tons,  but  lor  lome  Years  paft 

*  has  been  given  tp  the, Governors  ;  and  being  the  Foundation  of  Propeity,  cannot  be 

*  unknown  to  any  the  leaf  acquainted  with  the  Circumltances  of  the  Province.  And 
‘  now,  continues  the  Governor,  to  alk  a  Queffipn  or  two  in  my  Turn,  Ho.w  could 

you  think  that  the  Lands  in  the  Province  were  granted  under  the  Powers  of  a  Com. 
million  [meaning  his  Commifiion  as  Lieutenant  Governor]  which  exprefly  prohibits 

‘  the  Granting  of  any  ? - Really  we  fhould  be  very  ignorant  indeed  if  we  thought 

{o .5  bl]t  it  happens,  may  itpleafe  the  Governor,  that  we  areperfeHly  well  acquainted 
with  all  thefe  Matters,  and  have  even  now  lying  before  us  an  authentic  Copy  cf  that 
certain  Power  of  Attorney,  called  a  Commiffoti  of  Property ,  which  we  fuppofe  molt,  who 
have  read  the  Governor's  Meffage,  are  pe'rfuaded  gives  him  full  Poweis  to  make  the 
Grants  of  Land,  which  in  his  Meffage  of  the  Twenty-eighth  part,  lie  propofed  «  to 
make  to  fuch  Perfoos  as  lhall  now  engage  to  go  upon  an  Expedition  to  remove  the 
french  fiom  their-Encroachment  on  the  River  Ohio,  without  any  Purchafe  Money, 
and  free  of  Qujtrent  for  Fifteen  Years,’  Our  Copy  of  this  Commifiion  is  taken 
from  the  Records,  and  certified  to  be  a  true  One,  under  the  Hand  and  Office  Seal  of 
t  M after  of  the  Rolls,  We  have  examined  it  thoroughly  to  find  the  Powers  by  which 
thoib  Giants  were  to  he  made,  and  unfortunately  (we  are  lorry  we  are  obliged  to  lay 
it  to  the  Governor)  there  is  no  fuch  Thing  ;  not  even  a  Syllable  of  the  Kind  :  But  on 
tue  contrary,  after  a  Power  given  to  the  Governor  to  grant  Lands  claimed  hy  Virtue  of 
former  Purchafe*,  there  is  this  Ciaufe,  ‘  Andalfo,'by  Warrants  to  be  iffued  as  a- 
forei'aid,  to  giant  to  any  Peifon  or  Perfons  who  lhall  apply  for  the  lame,  and  to  their 
Heirs  and  Affigns  for  ever,  any  vacant  Lands  within  the  faid  Province  and  Coun- 
‘  1;°/  or  any  °f  them,  upon,  hy  and  under  the  same  Terms,  Methods,  Rents  and 
Reformations,  as  have  of  late  been  ufed  andprUlifedin  the  faid  Land:  Office,  but  for 
no  less  Price,  Condition,  Rent  or  Reformation  in  any  wife.'  That  is,  for 
lijieen  i  ounds.  Ten  Shillings,  per  Hundred  Acres,  Purchafe  Money,  and  Four  Shil¬ 
lings  and  -Twopence  Sterling  Quitrent.  And  now  will  the  Governor  give  us  Leave  to 
alk  a  Qudtion  or  two  in  our  1  urn  ?  ‘  How  could  he  think  that  Lands  might  be 

‘  grant  si  away,  without  any  Purchafe  Money,  and  free  of  Quitrent  for  Fifteen  Years, 
undei  the  Fuwt-n  of  a  Commifiion  which  exprefly  forbids  Ins  granting  any’  under 
If s  1  rice.  Condition,  Rent  or  Reformation  whatfoemer,  than  has  of  late  been  ufed  and  \ 
pradifedin  the  Land  Office  \?  How  could  he  think  of  referring  us  to  fuch  a  Commifiion 
foi  his  Power  to  make  thofe  Giants,  when  he  knew  it  was  never  there  ?  How  could 
he  flight  hi?  Reputation  fo  much,  as  to  hazard  fuch  an  Impofrtion  on  the  Affembly  and  | 
whole  Pi o vince  !---- one  fo  eafily  dete&ed  !  We  make  no  further  Remaiks  on  this,  ! 
left  we  fhould  again  incur  the  Cenfure  of  treating  our  Governor  in  an  ‘  unbecoming 
‘  Manner.’  ° 

1  he  Piopofal,  however,  the  Governor  is  pleafed  to  fay,  was  made  with  a  good 
o  Intention  j  and  had  we  raifed  Money  for  an  Expedition  to  the  We  Award,  and  for 
‘  encouraging  Settlers,  he  fhould  then  have  made  an  Offer  of  the  Lands  by  Prodama-  V 
tion,  letting  the  Adventurers  know,  that  they  were  to  have  the  Choice  of  the  Lands,  ,i 

*  jn 


*  in  Preference  to  all  others,  with  every  Thing  elfe  that  could  reduce  the  Offer  to 
Certainty,  which  there  was  no  Neceflity  ©f  doing  in  a  Meffage  to  us,  barely  men- 

*  tioning  the  Thing,  and  recommending  to  us  to  grant  an  Aid  to  thole  that  fhould 

*  become  Settlers.’  It  is  remarkable  how  llowly  and  gradually  this  generous  Offer  is 
Squeezed  out.  We  never  heard  a  Word  of  it  during  all  the  Time  of  General  Brad- 
dock'^  Expedition,  for  which  Recruits  were  railed  both  in  this  and  the  neighbouring 
Colonies,  tho’ the  Governor  brought  over  with  him,  and  had  in  his  Pocket  all  the 
While,  that  ‘  certain  Power  of  Attorney ,  called  a  Cotnmiffion  of  Property,'  to  which 
we  are  leferred  for  his  Powers  of  making  the  Offer.  But  as  loon  as  the  Houfe  had 
voted  to  raife  Fifty  Thoufand  Pounds  by  a  Tax  on  all  the  Efta'es  in  the  Province,  real 
•and  perfona),  down  comes  a  Meffage,  containing  a  Propofal  to  grant  Lands  to  the 
Soldiers  who  fhould  engage  in  the  Expedition  ;  a  Propofal  made  with  a  good  Intention , 
as  the  Governor  fays ;  that  is,  with  an  Intention  to  get  the  Proprietary  Eftate  exempted 
from  the  Tax,  by  feeming  to  offer  an  Equivalent  in  another  Manner ;  but  worded  in 
the  moft  cautious  Terms,  as  became  an  Offer  made  without  Authority  ;  and  fo  as  in¬ 
deed  to  offer  Nothing  that  could  affebl  the  Proprietary  5  for  the  Quitrent  to  be  referved, 
not  being  afeertained,  hut  left  in  the  Proprietary’s  Breaff,  he  might,  when  the  Patents 
Weretoiifue,  demand  a  Qmtrent  greater  than  the  Worth  of  the  Land.  This  being 
oblervedj  and  talked  of,  we  bad  another  Meffsge,  intimating  that  'he  Qmtrent  to  he 
referved  Ihould  be  only  the  common  Qmtrent  of  Four  Skillings  and  Two  pence  Sterling, 
per  1 00  Acres.  But  (fill  the  Land  was  no  otherwile  described  than  as  Wejl  of  ike  Al¬ 
legheny  Mountains  ;  leaving  the  Proprietary  at  Liberty,  after  the  Conqueft  Ihould  be 
made,  to  pick  out,  according  to  the  modern  Prabfice,  all  the  beff  Lands  for  fiimfelf 
and  his  Friends,  and  offer  the  Adventurers  fitch  as  they  would  be  lure  rot  to  accept  of 
under  that  Rent.  And  this  being  pointed  out,  we  are  now  told,  ‘  that  a  future  Pro- 
‘  clamation  is  to  give  them  the  Choi  CE  of  the  bef  Lands  ;  but  it  was  net  neceffary  to 

*  mention  this  to  us  in  a  Meffage  recommending  to  us  the  Granting  an  Aid  to  thofe 

*  Settlers.’  If  we  were  to  grant  Aids  to  the  Settlers  on  Proprietary  Lands,  was  it 
not  proper  for  us,  as  Guardians  of  the  People,  to  know  the  Tei  ms  on  which  they  were 
to  hazard  their  Lives ,  and-  fee’that  thofe  Terms  were  good  in  themfelves,  and  the  Of¬ 
fer  duly  afeertained?  We  conceive,  may  it  pieafe  the  Governor,  that  whenever  we 
grant  an  Aid  for  the  Encouragement  of  Inch  Settlers,  it  will  be  proper  to  have  the 
Terms  afeertained  by  the  fame  Law',  and  not  left  to  the  precarious  EfFeft  of  a  Piocla- 
mation  thereafter  to  be  made  by  a  Governor,  in  the  Proprietary’s  Behalf,  without  any 

(apparent  Power  for  fo  doing.  If  the  Offer  is  well  meant,  a  Law  to  af’certain  it  cannot 
hurt  the  Proprietaries  :  The  Recovery  of  the  Country,  and  the  Settlement  of  the  Lands, 
are  two  diffinff  Things.  Let  us  fn'ff  join  equitably  in  the  Tax  for  the  Recovery.; 
and  whenever  the  Governor  fhall  be  willing  to  pafs  fuch  a  Law,  we  are  not  averfe  to 
giving  the  Propofal  of  granting  Lands  a  full  and.  mature  Confideration  ;  and  afford¬ 
ing  fuch  equivalent  Encouragement  to  Settlers,  in  Provifions,  &c.  as  we  mentioned  in 
our  former  Meffage.  But  if  he  can  pais  fuch  a  Law  to  grant  the  Proprietary’s  Lands, 
contrary  to  the  Prohibition  in  his  Commifficn,  may  he  not  full  as  well  pafs  the  Bill 
for  taxing  the  Proprietaries  EAate  ? 

We  cannot  leave  this  Point,  without  a  Word  or  two  in  juftification  cf  ourfelves,  a- 
gainft  the  heavy  Charge  of  depreciating,  from  a  bad  Temper  of  Mind,  this  generous 
Offer,  that  would  have  had  fuch  gdott  Effects  in  promoting  the  publick  Service  and 
Safety.  We  would  not  be  n#funder flood  y  we  look  upon  it  that  Lands  may  be  made  a 
valuable  Encouragement,  but  we  do  not  fee  any  Genercfity  in  offering  them  to  the  Re¬ 
covered  at  double  the  Market  Price. - The  Encouragement  to  Adventurers  is  net 

di  mini  (bed,  but  rather  increafed,  by  our  telling  them  where  they  may,  for  their  Ser¬ 
vice  in  the  fame  Expedition,  have  Lands  equally  good  and  more  convenient  on  belter 
Terms.  For  the  Virginia  vacant  Lands  are  many  of  them  nearer  to  navigable  Wa¬ 
ter  than  the  good  Weflern  Lands  of  this  Province,  and  equally  well  accommodated  by 

the  Waggon  Road  made  by  the  late  Army. - It  is  true,  the  Proprietaries  Price  is 

Fifteen  Pounds  Ten  Shillings  per  Hundred  Acres,  with  a  Quitrent  of  Four  Shillings  and 
Two  pence  Sterling.  Numbers  who  imprudently  made  Improvements  before  they  ob¬ 
tained  a  Title,  were  obliged  to  give  that  Price  ;  and  the  great  Affiftance  our  Loan- 
Office  afforded,  by  furnifhing  Money  to  poor  People  on  iow  Intereft,  and  taking  it 
again  in  fntall  Payments,  thereby  enabling  them  to  purchase  Lanas,  an  Advantage 


they  could  not  have  eife where, 
take  up  Lands  on  thofe  Terms. 


might  encourage  many  to  flay  in  the  Country,  and 
But  that  is  now  over  5  for  the  Aft  is  near  expiring, 
8  and 
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and  it  Teems  we  are  to  have  no  more  of  the  Kind  ;  and  when  that  Encouragement 
had  its  full  Force*  was  it  ever  known  that  any  People  came  from  Virginia  to  pur- 
chafe  here,  on  account  of  the  fuperior  Goodnel's  or  Convenience  of  our  Lands  ?  On 
the  contrary,  have  not  many  Thoufands  of  Families  gone  from  hence  thither,  and 
within  thel’e  few  Years  fettled  fifteen  or  twenty  new  Counties  in  that  Colony  ?  Have 
not  Thoufands  likewife  left  us  to  fettle  in  Carolina?  Had  not  the  exorbitant  Price  at 
which  the  Proprietaries  held  their  Lands,  and  their  Neglect  of  Indian' Purchafing  in 
order  to  keep  up  that  Price,  driven  thefe  People  from  among  us,  this  Province  would 
at  this  Day  have  been  in  a  much  more  flourifhing  Condition.  Our  Number  of  Inha¬ 
bitants  and  our  Trade  would,  in  all  Probability,  have  been  double;  we  fhould  have 
been  more  able  to  defend  the  Proprietary’s  Eftate,  and  pay  his  Tax  for  him,  and  pof- 
fibly  more  willing: - But  they  are  gone,  and  gone  forever,  and  Numbers  are  go¬ 
ing  after  them  ! - And  if  the  new  Politicks  prevail,  and  our  diftinguifhing  Privile¬ 

ges  are  one  by  one  to  be  taken  from  us,  we  may,  without  the  Gilt  of  Prophe¬ 
cy,  venture  to  foretel,  that  the  Province  will  foon  empty  itlelf  much  fatter  than  it 
ever  filled. 

In  fine,  this  Offer  was  in  Fafl  a  mere  Illufion  intended  firft  to  impofe  on  the  Af¬ 
fembly,  and  then  on  the  People  ;  it  was  likewife  to  figure  with  at  Home  in  the  Eyes 

of  the  Miniftry. - We  difcovered  the  Deception,  and  the  Governor  is  offended  ! 

that  we  did  not  keep  the  Secret.  He  is,  “  .aftonifhed  that  we  fhould  depreciate  an  1 
“  Offer  which  would  have  had  very  good  Effaffs,  and  induced  many  to  have  gofife  1 
“  on  the  Expedition  and  become  Settlers,  that  would  not  otherwife  have  thought  of  1 
tc  doing  either.”  May  it  pleafe  the  Governor,  as  bad  an  Opinion  as  he  is  pleafed  to 
entertain  of  us,  we  have  fome  Confcience  ;  and  would  not  chufe,  by  our  Silence,  to 
have  any  Share  in  the  Disappointment  and  other  ill  Confequences  which  might  enfue  : 
to  thole  who  fhould  have  gone  an  that  vague,  empty,  unwarranted  Offer,  and  not 
otherwife  have  thought  of  it.  And  we,  in  our  Turn,  may  be  afionijhed that  the  Go-  ) 
vernor  fhould  expeff  it  of  us.  1 

We  are  in  the  next  Place  told  by  the  Governor,  ,f  that  we  take  a  very  nice  Diftinc- 
“  tion  between  the  Proprietary  as  Owner  of  Land,  and  the  Proprietary  as  chief  Go- 
“  vernor,  and  fay,  we  do  not  tax  him  as  Governor,  but  as  a  Land  holder  and  Fellow- 
“  fubjeff .”  Our  Words  are,  “  We  do  not  propofe  to  tax  him  as  Governor,  fefc.” 
but  the  Governor  by  carefully  omitting  the  Word  propofe,  in  his  Quotation,  gives  him- 
felf  an  Opportunity  of  expatiating  on  the  Abfurdity  and  Infolence  of  our  inverting  the 
Order  of  Things,  and  aifuming  a  Power  to  tax  the  Proprietaries,  “  under  whom,  he  1 
“  is  pleafed  to  fay,  we  derive  the  Power  of  abting  as  an  Affembly.”  Had  the  Word 
propofe  been  honeftly  left  in  its  Place,  there  would  have  been  no  Room  for  all  this 
Declamation;  and  the  Demand,  How  came  you  by  a  Right  to  tax  them?  might 
have  well  been  fpared  ;  fince,  tho’  we  as  an  Affembly  have  no  Right  to  tax  the  Pro¬ 
prietary  Ettate,  yet  the  Proprietary  and  Affembly  together  have  furely  fuch  a  Right; 
and  as  he’is  prefent  “  by  his  own  particular  Reprefentative  the  Governor,”  we  may 
have  a  Right  to  propofe  fitch  a  Thing  to  him,  if  we  think  it  reafonable.  Efpecially 
fince  we  do  not,  as  the  Governor  imagines  we  do,  derive  our  Power  ofafling  as  an 
Affembly  from  the  Proprietary,  but  from  tbe  fame  Royal  Charter,  that  impowers  him 
to  a6t  as  Governor. 

We  had  been  told  in  a  former  Mefl'age,  that  the  Proprietary  ought  to  he  exempt 
from  Taxes,  for  he  was  a  Governor,  and  Governors  vre  exempt  by  the  Nature  of 
their  Office  :  We  reply’d,  that  he  did  not  govern  ns,  but  the  Province  fupported  his 
Lieutenant  to  do  that  Duty  for  him.  On  this  the  Governor  now  makes  the  following 
Obfervation,  “  It  may  be  veiy  true,  as  you  fay,  that  the  Proprietaries  do  not  govern 
**  you  ;  but  that  is  not  owing  to  any  Want  of  a  legal  Authority  in  them,  but  from 
“  another  Caufe,  that  I  need  not  mention  heie.”  We  were  reproached  in  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  this  Meffeage,  at  playing  with  Words ;  and  the  Governor,  it  feems,  has 
now  caught  the  Intention.  The  Reafon  we  gave  why  the  Proprietary  could  not  be 
faid  to  govern  us,  was  a  plain  one  ;  but  the  Governor  infinuates  fome  other  Caufe 
without  explaining  it,  that  there  may  be  Room  for  the  Reader’s  Imagination  to  make 
it  any  Thing  or  every  Thing  that  is  bad.  We  diflike  thefe  dark  Innuendoes,  and 
fhall  fpeak  our  Minds  openly.  It  may  be  thought  rude  and  impolite,  perhaps,  but 
it  is  at  lead:  fair  and  honett,  and  may  prevent  Mifunder Handings.  If  therefore  the 
prelent  Proprietaries  do  not  govern  us,  it  is  bec.aufe  they  never  aifumed  the  Go¬ 
vernment  in  their  own  Perfons,  but,  as  we  faid  before,  employ  a  Deputy;  and  if 
the  Deputy  does  not  govern  us,  it  is  not  becaufe  we  are  ungovernable  or  rebellious, 

as 
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?ts  he  vfould  infinuate,  nor  for  Want  of  fufficient  Power  in  his  Hands  by  the  Confti” 
tution  ;  but  becaui'e  he  has  not  that  Spirit  of  Government ,  that  Skill ,  and  thofe  Abili 
-ties,  that  fhould  qualify  him  for  his  Station. 

The  Governor  is  pieafed  to  tell  us,  “  That  our  Diftinftion  between  the  Proprieta- 
**  ry  as  Owner  of  Land,  and  the  Proprietary  as  chief  Governor,  has  no  Exiftence 
in  Law  or  Reafon.”  We  fhall  endeavour  to  fhew  him,  that  it  exifts  in  both  with 
regard  to  the  King,  and  therefore  prefume  it  may  with  regard  to  the  Proprietary. --- 
The  Governor  tells  us  likewife,  as  a  Matter  of  Law,  “  that  the  King  can  have  no 
“  private  Eftate,  but  from  the  Dignity  of  his  Office  holds  his  Lands  in  Right  of  the 
“  Crown.”  We  are  not  any  of  us  Lawyers  by  Profeffion,  and  would  not  venture  to 
difpute  the  Governor’s  Opinion,  if  we  did  not  imagine  we  had  good  Authority 
for  it :  We  fintl  in  Viner's  Abridgment,  an  allowed  Book,  Title  D (if cent  of  Lands> 
thefe  Oblervations,  which  we  hope  may  be  fatisfa6lory  to  the  Governor  in  both  Points. 
It  is  there  faid,  “  That  the  King  has  two  Capacities,  for  he  has  two  Bodies,  of 
“  which  the  one  is  a  Body  natural,  confiding  of  natural  Members,  as  every  other 
“  Man  is  ;  the  other  is  a  Body  politick,  and  his  Members  thereof  are  his  Subjects. 
“  He  may  take  in  his  Body  natural,  Lands  or  Tenements,  as  Heir  to  any  ofhis  An- 
“  ceitors  ;  and  alfo  in  this  Capacity  may  purchafe  to  him  and  his  Heirs,  and  his 
*(  Heirs  fhall  retain  it,  notwithstanding  that  he  is  removed  from  the  Royal 
Eftate.  And  he  may  alfo  take  or  purchafe  Lands  or  Tenements  in  Fee  in 
,{  his  Body  Politick,  that  is  to  fay,  to  him  and  to  his  Heirs  Kings  of  England,  or  to 
him  and  his  SuccefTors  Kings  of  England ;  and  fo  his  double  Capacity  remains,  as 
te  it  does  in  ether  Perfons  who  have  a  double  Capacity,  as  Bifhop  or  Dean. 

We  prefume  that  our  Proprietaries  hold  the  Manors  they  have  laid  out  to  theni- 
felves,  and  the  other  Lands  they  may  have  repurchafed  in  their  Province,  in  their  pri¬ 
vate  Capacities,  as  ‘Thomas  Venn,  or  Richard  Penn,  and  not  in  their  Capacity  of  chief 
Governor.— —The  Governor  is  pieafed  to  allow,  “  that  one  Reafon  why  the  King  s 
<c  Fee-Farm  Rents  are  taxed  in  England,  may  be,  that  the  Land  Tax  fhould  not  fall 
<c  heavier  upon  oilier  Lands  in  the  fame  Diftrift.”  It  Teems  to  us  a  good  Reafon, 
and  to  hold  as  well  in  our  Cafe.  For  lhould  the  Proprietaries  go  on  encreafing  their 
already  enormous  Eftate,  fue  and  recover  ail  their  Mortgages,  add  Field  to -Field, 
and  make  Purchafe  after  Purchafe,  till  the  Number  of  Freeholders  in  the  Province  is 
reduced  to  a  Handful  :  Can  it  be  thought  realonable  that  every  Eftate  as  it  comes  into 
their  Hands  fhall  be  exempt  from  Taxes,  and  the  Burden  of  Supporting  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  defending  the  Piovince,  thrown  all  upon  the  Remainder  ?  And  yet 
this  muff  be  the  Cafe  if  our  Diftindftion  has’,  as  the  Governor  fays,  no  Exiftence  in 
Law  or  Reafon. 

The  Governor  denies  that  the  Fees  and  Perquifites  he  enjoys  are  paid  for  support 
of  Government  5  they  are,  he  fays,  <c  only  moderate  f  ees  confented  to  be  fixed  by 
“  Law,  as  Confiderations  for  the  Bufinefs  done  ;  and  the  Publick-houle  Licences, 
“  which  are  the  chief  of  them,  were  originally  granted  by  Charter.’  This  latter 
Aftertion  is  quite  unintelligible  to  us.  We  can  find  no  luch  Grant  in  the  Royal  Char¬ 
ter,  nor  can  we  conceive  how  the  Proprietary  can  grant  a  Fee  to  himlelf  by  his  own 
.Charter.  The  Governor  is  a  Stranger  here,  and  may  be  unacquainted  witn  the  Rife 
and  Eftablifhment  of  what  is  called  the  Support  cf  Government  among  us.  He  will 
therefore  permit  11s  to  relate  it  to  him,  as  we  have  received  it  from  our  Anceflors,  and 
find  Traces  of  it  on  our  own  Records.  When  the  firft  Settlers  purchafed  Lands  from 
the  Proprietary,  he  demanded,  hefides  the  Confideration-Money,  that  a  Quitrent 
fliould  he  referved  and  paid  to  him  and  his  Heirs  yearly  for  ever.  They  objefled  a- 
gainft  this  as  a  difagreeable  and  unreafonable  Encumbrance  ;  but  were  told,  that  the 
Proprietary  being  aho  Governor,  though  he  took  the  Purchafe-Money  for  the  Land  as 
Proprietary,  he  referved  the  Quitrent?  to  be  paid  for  his  Suppoit  as  Governor  ;  for  that 
Government  miift  be  Supported,  and  thefe  Quitrents  would  be  the  moft  equal  and  eafy 
Tax,  and  prevent  the  Neceffrty  of  other  Taxes  for  that  Purpofe  here,  as  they  did  in 
the  King’s  Government  of  Virginia,  Thefe  Realons  induced  them  to  acquielce  in  it. 

- - But  the  Pioprietaiy’s  Affairs  calling  him  to  refide  in  England ,  and  the  Quitrents, 

then  but  few,  being  all  wanted  to  fupport  him  there,  a  Lieutenant  Governor  became 
neceffary,  and  alfo  a  Support  for  that  Lieutenant,  as  the  Proprietary,  thiotigh  the 
Neceffity  of  his  Affairs,  was  unable  to  fupport  him.  The  Publick-houfe  Licences 
and  other  Licences  and  Fees  were  pitched  upon  for  this  fecond  Support,  and  by  peipe- 

tual  Laws  were  given  to  the  Governor  for  the  Time  being. - But  Governoi^-,  a  Soit 

of  Officers  not  eahly  fatisfied  with  Salary,  complaining  that  thefe  were  infufficient  to 

E  e  maintain 
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maintain  fuitably  the  Dignity  of  their  Station,  occafional  Prefents  were  added  from 
Time  to  Time  ;  and  thofe  at  Length  came  to  be  expeHed  as  of  Right,  which,  if  con¬ 
ceded  to,  and  ellablifhed  by,  the  People,  would  have  made  a  third  Support. _ 

Our  Situation  at  this  Time  is,  that  the  prefent  Proprietaries  claim,  and  enjoy  the 
Quitrents  (which  were  th efirft  Support)  as  Part  of  their  private  Eftate,  and  draw  them 
to  England  where  they  refide,  remote  front  their  Government,  fupplying  their  Place 
heie  by  a  Lieutenant#  The  Lieutenant  takes  and  enjoys  the  Licence-Money,  and  o- 
ther  Perquifites,  which  weie  the  fecond  Support,  and  though  he  has  from  Thirty  Shil¬ 
lings  to  Three  Pounds  for  writing  his  Name  only  (the  Secretary  being  paid  Six  Shillings 
betides  for  the  Licence  and  Seal)  fays,  they  are  only  moderate  Fees  in  Confide  ration  for 
Bujinefs  done.  And  now  if  we  do  not  regularly  give  thofe  additional  Prefents,  which 
were  only  the  Marks  of  our  Good  will,  and  Tokens  of  the  Satisfa&ion  we  had  in  a 
Governor’s  Adminiltration  ;  every  Thing  elfe  that  a  Governor  enjoys  is  forgot,  and 
we  are  charged  both  at  Home  and  Abioad  with  the  heinous  Crime  of  prefuming  to 
withhold  the  Support  of  Government - Thus  we  fee  how  foon  Cuftom  may  be¬ 

come  a  Law,  how  thidly  a  Thing  Power  is,  and  how  hard  to  be  l'atisfied.  “  Claims, 
“  as  the  Governor  fays,  will  never  be  wanting,"  and  if  the  People  will  give  “  when- 
“  ever  they  ate  required”  to  give,  they  may  foon  be  “  dripped  of  every  Thine  thev 
“  have  a  Right  to  enjoy.”  3  o  J 

The  Governor  is  pleafed  to  acquaint  us,  that  all  the  Fees  and  Perquifites  of  this 
Government  do  not  amount,  communibus  Annis,  to  more  than  a  Thoufand  Pounds 
meaning,  as  we  luppofe,  Si tt ling  Money.  This  the  Governor  enjoys  fully  and  free¬ 
ly,  and  we  never  intei fete  in  his  Dif'pofition  of  it,  any  more  than  in  the  Proprietaries 
Dilpofition  of  the  Qmtrents.  We  think  this  a  handfome  Support  fora  Governor- 
and  tho’  he  calls  it  only  moderate  Fees  for  Bufinefs  done  ;  yet  if  he  can  earn  One 
Thoufand  Founds  Sterling  a  Year  in  fuch  Fees,  the  Buftnels  mull  certainly  be  a 
good  One.  3 

On  our  faying  that  Lome  Proprietaries  and  Governors  of  petty  Colonies  affume  more 
Prerogatives  and  Immunitives  than  ever  were  claimed  by  their  Royal  Mailer,  the  Go¬ 
vernor  giows  warm  in  Behalf  of  the  Proprietaries,  and  demands  with  all  the  Air  of 
a  Perfon  confc.ous  of  being  in  the  Right,  What  Injlances  can  you  give  of  that  afjtming 
Behaviour  in  your  Proprietaries?  We  anfwer,  The  prefent  Inllance  j  for  the  King 
does  not  claim  an  Exemption  from  Taxes  for  his  private  Eftate,  as  our  Proprietaries 

do - Have  they  ever  claimed  any  Rights  or  Prerogatives  not  granted  them  by  the 

Royal  Charter,  or  referved  by  that  of  their  Father  ?  Yes,  The  Right  of  beino-  exempt 
from  Taxes  for  their  Eftate  in  Pennsylvania,  when  all  their  Fellow  Subjects  (for  the 
Proprietaries  are  Subjects,  tho’  the  Governor  feems  to  difdain  the  Term)  both  in  Eng¬ 
land  and  America,  m  t  excepting  even  the  Lords  and  Commons  of  Parliament,  are  now 
obliged  to  undergo  a  Tax  for  the  Recovery  of  Part  and  Defence  of  the  Rejl  of  that 
very  Estate.  This  Right  is  not  granted  them  by  the  Royal  Charter,  nor  could 
it  be  telerved  by  their  Father  %  Charter.  Can  you  lay  to  their  Charge  one  lnftance  ofln- 
jujhce  or  Severity  ?  This  is  an  A£t  of  Injultice  and  Severity,  to  infiit  that  the  People 
/hall  not  be  allowed  to  raife  Money  for  their  own  Defence,  unlefs  they  will  agree  to 
defend  the  Proprietary  Eflates  gratis.  If  this  be  comply’d  with,  and  the  War  conti/ 
nues,  what_  /hall  hinder  them  another  Year,  when  th eFifiy  Thoufand  Pounds  is  expend¬ 
ed,  to  require,  that  before  we  are  allowed  to  raife  another  Sum  for  the  lhme  Purpole 
we  fliall  agree  not  only  to  defend  their  Lands,  but  to  plough  them  :  For  this  their  Lieu! 
tenant  may  alledge  the  “  Uj'age  and  Cuftom P  in  Germany,  and  put  us  in  Mind,  that 

we  are  chiefly  Germans. - Who  can  adore  us,  that  their  appropriated  Lands,  fo 

long  kept  untenanted  and  idle,  are  not  referved  in  Expeflation  offome  furh  fortu¬ 
nate  Opportunity  ?  Can  other  Inftances,  in  Anfwer  to  the  Governor’s  Queftions  be 
neceffary  ?  II  he  thinks  it  difereet  to  inlilt  on  more,  they  may  foon  be  at  his 
Service. 

We  are  then  defined  to  turn  our  Eyes  on  our  own  Condutf,  and  charged  in  high 
rerms  with  “  taking  upon  ourlelves  great  and  mighty  Powers  ;  difpenftng  with  pofi- 
live  Laws,  and  claiming  a  Right  of  difpofing  of  all  Publick  Money,  a  Right  of 
keeping  our  Proceed. ngs  a  Secret  from  the  Crown,  with,  as  the  Governor  is  pleaf¬ 
ed  to  fay,  many  others,  unknown  to  an  Englijh  Conftitution,  and  never  heard  of  in 
‘  the  other  Plantatrons.”  A  round  Charge,  but  not  more  eaf.ly  made  than  anfwered 
J  he  Governor  allows,  “  that  we  have  all  the  Powers  and  Privileges  of  an  AfTembly,’ 
adding  to  the  Rights  of  the  Free-born  Subjefts  of  England,  and  as  is  ufual  in  any 
of  the  King  $  Plantations  in  America  j  ’  and  we  neither  claim  nor  practice  any  but 
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what  is  ufual  in  fome  or  other  of  them.  We  claim  no  Right  of  difppnfing  with  Laws, 
The  Right  of  difpofing  of  our  own  Money,  we  think  is  a  natural  Right,  and  we  have 
enjoyed^it  ever  fince  the  Settlement  of  the  Province,  and  condantly  been  in  the  Exer- 
ci(e  of  it  in  every  Inftance,  except  perhaps  in  a  few,  where,  on  extraordinary  Occafi- 
onv  we  have  chofen  to  make  fpecial  Appropriation  by  a  particular  Law.  It  is  aifo 
poffeffed  and  praftifed  by  feveral  other  Affemblies.  We  have  moreover  the  Right  of 
difpofing  of  the  prefent  Revenue  by  pofitive  Laws,  which  have  received  the  R'-yal  Af- 
fent.  This  natural  and  legal  Right,  as  we  contend  it  is,  was  never  denied  us,  or 
called  in  quedion,  as  we  know  of,  but  by  our  prefent  Proprietaries.  Their  ever 
hearty  Friend,  the  late  Governor’s  Father,  who  had  lived  many  Years  among  us, 
and  was  fkdled  in  our  Laws,  in  a  folemn  Speech,  recorded  in  our  Minutes,  mentions 
this  as  one  of  our  Civil  Rights,  among  the  other  Happineffes  of  our  Conditution, 
with  which  he  was  thoroughly  acquainted.  Our  ini'erting  therefore  in  the  Bill  a 
Claufe,  fhat  the  Governorlhould  have  a  Voice  in  the  Difpofition  of  the  Money  in¬ 
tended  to  be  raifed,  was  partly  in  Confideration  that  the  Proprietary  was,  by  the  Bill, 

to  contribute  in  Proportion  to  his  Elfate,  and  to  avoid  unfeafonable  Dil'putes  ; - but 

fince  we  are  daily  more  and  more  convinced  that  the  Governor  is  no  Friend  to  Our 
Country,  and  takes  a  Pleafurein  contriving  all  pofiiMe  Methods  of  Expence,  to  exhauft 
our  Funds,  and  didrefs  our  Affans  (of  which  the  prefent  exorbitant  Demand  cf 
Five  Hhoufand  Pounds,  befides  what  we  have  already  paid,  for  cutting  a  Road,  an 
Undertaking  he  engaged  us  in  on  a  Computation  of  its  coding  Eight  Hundred.  Pounds, 
and  which  if  this  be  due  mult  cod  us  about  an  Hundred  Pounds  per  Mile)  it  will  be¬ 
come  us  to  be  more  particularly  careful  how  our  publick  Money  fhall  be  expended, 
when  the  greateft  Sums  which  can  be  raifed  upon  this  young  Colony  mud  fall  fo  far 
fhort  of  what  may  become  abfolutely  neceffary  for  cur  common  Security. 

That  we  claim  a  Right  of  keeping  our  Proceedings  a  Secret  from  the  Crown,  ano¬ 
ther  of  the  Governor’s  groundlefs  Acculations,  has  been  twice  refuted,  and  is  yet  a  third 
Time  courageoufly  repeated  ;  though  all  the  Province  knows  that  our  Votes  and  Pro¬ 
ceedings  are  every  Year  printed  and  publifhed,  and  have  been  fo  far  thefe  Thirty 
Years  pad  and  more.  Equally  groundlefs  arc  the  [massy  others]  which  the  Governor 
forbears  to  pai ticularize.  Could  he  have  thought  of  one  that  had  the  lead  apparent 
Foundation,  he  would  not  have  fpared  to  mention  it. 

Plans  and  Schemes  of  aggrandizing  ourfelves  the  Governor  has  often  charged  us 
with,  and  now  repeats  the  Charge.  He  affetts  to  confider  us  as  a  permanent  Body, 
or  fome  particular  Order  of  People  in  the  State,  capable  of  planning  and  Icheming  for 
their  own  particular  Advantage,  didinft  from  that  of  the  P<ovince  in  general.  How 
groundlefs  this  mud  be,  is  eafily  conceived,  when  'tis  conlidered,  that  we  are  pick'd 
out  from  among  the  People  by  their  Suffrages,  to  reprefent  them  for  one  Year  only  ; 
which  ended,  we  return  again  among  the  People,  and  others  may  be,  and  often  are 
chofen  in  our  Places.  No  one  of  us  knows  a  Day  before  the  Eleftion  that  he  fhall  be 
chofen,  and  we  neither  bribe  ncr  foliicit  the  Voters,  but  every  one  votes  as  he  pieafes, 
and  as  privately  as  he  pieafes,  the  Eleftion  being  by  written  Tickets  folded  up  and  put 

into  a  Box. - What  Interedcan  Inch  a  Body  have,  feparate  from  that  of  the  Pub- 

lick  ?  What  Schemes  can  a  Sett  of  Men,  continuallv  changing,  have,  or  what  Plans 
can  they  form  to  aggrandize  themfelves,  or  to  what  Pui  pole  fhould  they  have  or  form 
them  ?  If  the  little  Power  allowed  us  by  the  Condituiion  was  fixed  in  our  particular 
Families,  and  to  defcend  to  our  Heirs,  as  the  Proprietary  Power  does  in  their  Farm- 
ly,  we  might  then  belufpefted  of  thefe  aggrandizing  Plans  and  Schemes,  with  more 
Appearance  of  Probability.  But  if  any  of  us  had  l'uch  Schemes,  the  Want  of  a  fingle 
Vote  in  any  Election  might  totally  difconcert  them,  there  being  no  Tenure  more  pn- 
carious  than  that  by  popular  Efteem  or  Favour. 

The  Governor  next  confiders  what  we  have  laid  relating  to  the  A Sijor  raiftng  County 
Rates  and  Levies,  and  is  pleafed  to  fay,  that  ‘  he  does  not  fee  why  the  Proprietary 
«  Edate  in  each  County  is  not  benefited  in  common  with  other  Edates,  and  by  the 
«  fame  Means.’  That  the  Proprietaries  Edate  fhould  be  excufed  in  a  County  Rate, 
at  lead  fo  far  as  that  Rate  is  levied  for  the  Payment  of  Affemblymens  Wages,  appears 
to  us  equitable  ;  for  it  would  feem  unreafonable  to  tax  an  Edate  to  defray  their  Ex- 
pences,  if  the  Poffeffor  had  no  Vote  in  chufing  a  Repref'entative  in  that  Houfe.  But 
we  conceive  it  is  widely  different  in  a  Provincial  Tax,  where  the  common  Intered  and 
Security  of  all  are  concerned ;  and  yet  if  the  Proprietaries  fhould  purchafe  Edates 
which  have  ufually  been  taxed  by  the  County  Rate  and  Levy  Act  for  that  Purpole,  we 
prefume  thofe  Edates  ought  to  continue  to  pay  their  Affeffments.  It  was  the  Opinion 
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of  the  Sollicitor  General  in  King  William's  Time,  that  the  Lcrds  had  no  Right  to 
vote  in  the  Ele&ions  of  a  Commoner,  becaufetbey  were  not  Contributors  to  the  Ex- 
pences  of  a  Knight  of  the  Shire  or  Burgefs  $  and  they  were  not  Contributors  to  that 
Expence,  becaul'e  they  were  of  another  Houfe.  But  if  they  purcbafed  Lands  which 
were,  before  fuch  Purchafe,  chargeable  with  thole  Expences,  thofe  Lands  fhould,  not- 
withlfanding  that  Purchafe,  continue  chargeable  therewith  by  Law  ;  altho’  before  the 
Aft,  the  Lands  the  Lords  were  ftized  of,  or  pm  chafed,  were  exculed  from  that 
Charge.  But  tho  fuch  Lands  were  excufed  from  thefe  Rates,  will  any  One  from 
thence  alledge,  that  the  Lords  are  exempted  from  paying  the  national  Taxes  ?  As  for 
the  reft  of  the  Expences  provided  for  by  that  Aft,  we  thought,  as  the  Proprietary 
cultivated  no  Lands  in  any  of  the  Counties,  but  let  them  lie  for  a  Market,  lie  had 
probably  no  Sheep  that  might  fuffer  by  Wolves,  Poultry  by  Foxes,  or  Corn  by  Crows 
and  Blackbirds,  &c.  and  therefore  might  reafonably  beexcufed  from  thofe  Taxes  that 
were  to  raife  Money  to  deftioy  fuch  Vermin.  But  on  farther  Confideration,  we  are 
willing  to  give  up  that  Point  to  the  Governor,  and  agree  that  their  Eftates  may  on  o- 
therConfiderations  be  equally  benefited  ;  conducting  withal,  that  they  ought  therefore 
equally  to  pay.  For  as  to  the  Conditions  of  Confent  the  Governor  mentions,  they  are 
merely  imaginary,  tho’  the  Governor  (peaks  of  them  with  the  fame  apparent  Affitrance 
as  if  he  had  the  Contrad  between  the  then  Governor  and  Affembly  under  Hand  and 
Seal  in  his  Poffeffion,  The  exempting  Provifo  in  that  Ad,  the  Governor  fays,  is 

*  declarative  of  the  Rights  of  the  Proprietaries  Station ,  of  which  the  People  in  gene* 

‘  ral  might  be  ignorant.’  Be  it  fo  then  ;  and  let  us  lee  what  are  the  Words  :  ‘  Pro- 

*  'aided  alfo,  that  the  Proprietary  and  Governor's  proper  EJlate  fball  not  be  liable  to  be 

*  rated  or  ajfeffed  by  Virtue  of  this  AS.'  We  fubmit.  Their  Eftate  muft  not  be 
taxed  by  Virtue  of  that  Ad,  for  the  Purpofes  intended  by  that  Ad  :  ’Tis  the  Right 
of  their  Station,  it  feems.  But  is  this  a  Reafon,  why  they  fhould  not  be  taxed  by  any 
ether  Ad  for  any  other  Purpofes,  or  by  a  .other  Ad:  for  the  fame  Purpofes,  when  tt 
/hall  become  reafonable  and  neceffary  ? 

1  here  is  in  the  fame  Ad  an  Exemption  from  the  fame  Tax,  of  all  *  unfettled 

*  Trads  or  Parcels  of  Lana,’  belonging  to  sny  Perfon  whatfoever.  Is  this  too,  de¬ 
clarative  of  toe  Right  of  fuch  Landholders  Station,  and  does  it  exprefly  declare,  that 
thofe  Gentleman  are  <  not  liable  to  Taxes  ?'  If  fo,  why  did  not  the  Governor  cbjed 
to  that  Part  of  our  Bill  likewiie,  which  propofes  to  tax  all  located  Lanels,  on  this  Oc- 
cafion,  whether  fettled  or  unfettled.  Thole  plain  Words,  The  Proprietary  Eftate  fball 
not  be  liable  to  be ratedhy  Virtue  of  this  AS,  muft  be  ftretched  on  the  Rack  before  they 
can  be  extended,  as  the  Governor  extends  them,  to  a  general  Declaration,  *  that  the 

*  Proprietary  Eftate  is  not  liable  to  Taxes:  But  he  is  a  dextrous  Difputer,  and  can  at 
Pleafure  change  the  Meanings  of  theplaineft  Words,  and  make  them  fignify  more  or 
]e!s,  as  it  fuits  his  Purpo'e.  As,  for  another  Inftance  ;  we  had  afked  this  Qneftion, 

*  Whether,  fuppofing  the  Proprietary  Eftate  to  be  taxed,  it  would  be  equitable  that 

*  he  fhould  have  a  Negative  in  the  Choice  of  the  Affeffors,  fince  that  would  give  him 
Half  the  Ch  ice,  tho  he  were  to  pay  perhaps  not  a  Hundredth  Part  of  the  Tax  ?’ 

The  Governor  eagerly  lays  hold  of  thefe  very  loofe  and  uncertain  Words  [  £  tho’  he 

*  twei e  to  pay  perhaps  not  a  Hundredth  Part’]  which  ate  introduced  merely  for  the 
Argument  Sake,  and  conftrues  them  into  a  Determination  of  what  would  be  the  Pro* 
piietaiies  rropoition,  which  he  is  pleafed  to  agree  to,  by  telling  us,  £  1  think  WITH 
‘  Y  o  u  that  the  Proprietary  Tax  vjou/d  not  he  more  than  a  Hundredth  Part  of  the  vukole,' 
when  tis  plain  we  had  no  rhought  at  all  of  fixing  any  Pi oportion  to  be  paid  by  the 
Piopnetary  Eftate,  or  any  other  Eftate,  being  deftitute  of  the  proper  Informations, 
and  having  by  the  Bill  lei t  that  Matter  to  the  Commiflioners  and  AfTefTors,  who  were 
to  have  before  them  the  Conftables  Returns,  and  to  be  fworn,  or  folemnly  affirmed, 
to  do  equal  Juftice,  after  informing  themfelves  of  the  Value  of  Eftates  in  the  belt 
Manner  they  could,  by  all  the  Means  in  their  Power.  But  had  we  mentioned  Thou-. 
fandth  or  Ten  Tnoufandth  Part,  we  make  no  Doubt  the  Governor  would  have  been 
complaifant  enough  to  think  with  us  in  that  Particular,  tho’  we  fhould  differ  in 
every  Thing  elfe. 

The  Governor  £  cannot  eafily  conceive,’  he  is  pleafed  to  fay,  ‘  that  a  Negative 
4  upon  a  Choice  is  Half  that  Choice,  or  indeed  any  Part  of  it.’  We  think  a  Nega* 
tire  ni3y  be  in  Effe&  more  than  Half  the  Choice,  and  even  amount  fo  the  Whole,  if 
it  be  repeated  till  there  is  no  Choice  left  but  that  which  the  Poffeffor  of  the  negativing 
Power  choofes.  The  Peers  of  Great- Britain  have  noVote,  nor  can  they  intermeddle 
in  the  Election  oi  a  Commoner  j  and  jet  the  Ccmtnons  claim  it  as  a  fundamental 
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Right  to  fubjefl  their  Eftates  to  Taxes  by  a  Bill,  the  whole  of  which  the  Lo*ds  mull 
either  refufe  or  pafs.  And  that  auguft  Body,  who  contribute  fo  largely  to  the  Publick 
Stock,  acquiefce  in  it  as  a  lufficient  Security  for  their  Eftates.  But  our  Proprietaries 
are  unhappily  of  different  Sentiments,  and  carmot  think  themfelves  fafe,  uniefs  their 
whole  Eftate  here  be  entirely  exempted,  and  the  Burden  of  defending  it  become  an  ad¬ 
ditional  Weight  to  the  Taxes  on  our  Mother  Country,  and  on  the  Freemen  of  this  and 
the  neighbouring  Colonies. 

The  Governor  is  grievoufly  offended  at  an  Expreflion  in  our  Melfage,  that  we  have 
in  our  Bill  allowed  him  a  Share  in  the  Difpofition  of  the  Fifty  ‘Tkoujand  Founds  ; 
and  thunders  over  us  in  a  Storm  of  angry  Queftions,  *  Is  it  from  you.  Gentlemen, 

*  that  I  derive  the  Right  of  governing  this  Province,  or  from  your  Allowance  that  I 

<  have  a  Voice  in  the  Legiflature  ?  Are  you  the  fovereign  Difpofers  of  Power  ?  Have 

*  you.  the  Right  to  give  and  take  away  at  Pleafure  ?  It  not,  Whence  that  lofty  Claim 

*  of  allowing  your  Governor  a  Share  in  the  Difpofition  of  the  Publick  Money  ?’  If 
the  Governor  will  but  have  a  little  Patience,  we  fhall  endeavour,  by  a  few  cool  fober 
Queftions,  to  explain  this  Matter  to  him  as  well  as  we  are  able.  Are  not  all  Money- 
Bills  to  take  their  Rife  in  the  Houfe  ?  Can  he  poffibly  have  any  Share  in  the  Difpofition 
of  publick  Money  if  it  is  not  railed  ?  and  can  it  be  railed  without  our  Allowance  ? 
Has  the  Governor  a  Right  to  make  any  Amendments  to  a  Money  Bill  ?  If,  therefore, 
a  Claufeis  put  into  fuch  Bill,  giving  him  a  Voice  in  the  Difpofition  of  otir  Money, 
muft  not  fuch  Claufe  be  firft  allowed  by  us  to  be  inferted  ?  To  what  Purpole  then  were 
all  thofe  haughty  Queftions  !  We  (hall  anfwer  them  in  a  few  Words.  We  are  not 

<  the  fovereign  Difpofers  of  Power  nor  does  the  Governor  ‘  derive  from  us  rhe 

*  Right  of  governing  this  Province  It  were  a  vain  Thing  in  us  to  fay  it,  fince  his 
being  our  Governor  would  alone  be  a  fufHcient  Proof  to  the  contrary. 

The  Governor  is  pleafed  to  fay,  tli3t  he  ftudioully  avoided  every  Thing  that  could 
renew  the  Difputes  fubfifting  between  us  ;  and  earneftly  recommended  the  fame  Tem¬ 
per  of  Mind  to  us.  This  may  be  right,  fo  far  as  relates  to  his  firft  Speech  at  the  O- 
pening  of  the  Seffion  ;  but  in  his  Amendments  to  our  Bill,  it  appeared  to  us,  that  he 
lludioufly  propofed  every  Thing  that  he  thought  could  difguft  us,  in  hopes  cf  engag¬ 
ing  us  in  fome  other  Difpute  than  that  on  taxing  the  Proprietaries  Eftate,  and  of  mak¬ 
ing  the  Bill  with  the  Stffion  ineffe&ual  and  abortive.  Why  elfe,  among  other  Things, 
did  he  ftrike  out  that  harmlefs  Part  of  the  Preamble,  which  gave,  as  a  Reafon  for  the 
Bill,  the  Exhaufting  of  our  Treafury  by  our  late  expenfive  Grants  of  Provifions,  &c. 
to  the  King's  Ufe.  He  did  not  chufe  the  Bill  fhould  mention  any  Thing  we  had  done, 
left  by  that  Means  it  fhould  reach  the  Royal  Ear,  and  refute  his  repeated  Accufations 
that  we  ‘  had  done  nothing,  nor  would  do  any  thing,  for  Defence  of  the  Country 
whernhe  knows  in  his  Confcience  we  have  given  all  in  our  Power  ;  and  it  was  well 
we  had  it  in  our  Power  to  give  fomething,  otherwife  neither  the  Bntijh  nor  New- Eng  - 
land  Troops  would  have  had  the  Provifions  we  furnifhed  ;  for  could  the  Governor 
poftibly  have  done  it,  we  have  Reafon  to  believe  he  would  have  defeated  our  Grant: 
He  can  no  more  bear  to  lec  us  do  any  Thing  commendable,  than  he  can  bear  to  bear 
what  we  have  done  mentioned. 

It  is  true  the  Governor  recommended  a  good  Temper  of  Mind  to  us  :  He  can  make 
plaufible  Speeches,  that  will  read  well  in  other  Places  where  his  Conduct  is  not  known. 
Indeed  they  appear  not  fo  much  to  be  made  for  us  as  for  others  ;  to  fhew  the  Miniftry 
at  Home  his  great  Zeal  for  hisMajefty’s  Service  and  Concern  for  the  Welfare  of  this 
People  !  and  to  recommend  himlelf,  as  it  fhould  feem,  to  fome  better  Poft  hereafter, 
rather  than  to  obtain  the  prefent  Points  that  feem  to  be  perfuaded.  For  of  what  Avail 
are  the  beft  Speeches,  not  accompanied  with  fuitable  Aftions  ?  He  has  recommended 
Difpatcb  in  very  good  Words,  and  immediately  hatch’d  fome  Difpute  to  occatt.on.Dtf- 
lay.  He  can  recommend  Peace  and  Unanimity  in  fine  and  moving  Language,  and 
immediately  contrive  fomething  to  provoke  and  excite  Difcord ;  the  fettled  Scheme  be¬ 
ing,  not  to  let  us  do  any  Thing  that  may  recommend  us  to  thofe  with  whom  he  would 

ruin  us. - He  would  appear  to  be  in  great  Earneft  to  have  fomething  done,  and 

fpurs  violently  with  both  Heels,  but  takes  Care  at  the  fame  Time  to  rein-in  ftrongly 
with  both  Hands,  left  the  Publick  Bufinefs  before  us  fhould  go  forward.  When  we 
offer’d  him  to  raile  Money  on  the  Excif'e,  a  Method  long  in  Ufe,  and  found  eafy  to  the 
People,  he  quarrelled  with  us  about  the  Time  of  extending  the  A6I,  complained  it 
would  raife  too  little,  and  yet  was  for  fhortening  the  Term.  Obfolete  Inftrudions 
were  muttered  upagainft  it,  though  Ails  of  the  fame  Kind  had  been  fince  patted  by 
fcfa*  Crown.  Ails  of  Parliament  made  for  other  Colonies  were  to  be  enforced  here, 

and 
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and  the  like.  Then  he  called  out  for  a  Tax,  which  the  Proprietaries  themfelves  {in 
their  Anfwer  to  our  Reprefentation)  allowed  to  he  the  molt  equitable  Way  of  railing 
Money  ;  thinking,  it  is  like,  that  we  fhould  never  agree  to  a  Tax.  But  now  when 
we  offer  an  equitable  Tax  on  all  Eftates  real  and  perlonal,  he  refufes  that,  becaufe  the 
Proprietaries  are  to  be  taxed  \ 

The  Governor  thinks  himfelf  injurioufly  treated  by  our  RequHt,  «  that  he  would 

*  not  make  himfelf  the  hateful  Inftrument  of  reducing  a  free  People  to  the  abjefl  State 

*  of  Vaffalage,’  and  alks,  ‘  What  Grounds  have  you,  Gentlemen,  for  this  heavy 

*  Charge  ?  What  Laws  of  Impofition  abhorrent  to  common  Juftice  and  common 
‘  Reafon  have  I  attempted  to  force  down  your  Throats  ?’  &c.  A  Law  to  tax  the 

People  of  Pennfylvania  to  defend  the  Proprietary  Ellate,  and  to  exempt  the  Proprietary 
Eftate  from  bearing  any  Part  of  theTax,  is,  may  it  pleafe  the  Governor,  a  Law  ab¬ 
horrent  to  common  JuJhce,  common  Reafon ,  and  common  Senfe.  This  is  a  Law  of  Im¬ 
pofition  that  the  Governor  would  force  down  our  Throats,  by  taking  Advantage  of 
the  Diftrefs  of  our  Country,  the  Defence  of  which  he  will  not  fuffer  us  to  provide  for 

unlefs  we  will  comply  with  it.  Our  Souls  rife  again!!  ir.  We  cannot  fwallow  it. _ 

What  other  Inltance  would  the  Governor  defne  us  to  give  of  his  endeavouring  to"  re¬ 
duce  us  to  a  State  of  Vaffalage  ?  He  calls  upon  us  foran  Inltance.  We  give  him  the 
very  Law  in  Queltion,  as  the  ftrongeft  of  Inlfances.  Vaffals  muff  follow  their  Lords 
fo  the  Wars  in  Defence  of  their  Lands  ;  our  Lord  Proprietary,  though  a  Subjeft  like 
ourlelves,  would/^us  out  to  fight  for  him,  while  he  keeps  himfelf  a  thoufand 
Leagues  remote  from  Danger!  Vaffals  fight  at  their  Lords  Expence,  hut  our  Lord 
would  have  us  defend  his  Eftate  at  our  own  Expence  !  This  is  not  merely  Vaffalage, 
it  is  wovfe  than  any  Vaffalage  we  have  heard  of  ;  it  is  fomething  we  have  no  adequate 
Name  for  ;  it  is  even  more  flavilh  than  Slavery  itfidf.  And  if  -he  Governor  can  ac- 
complilh  it,  he  will  be  deemed  the  hateful  Inftrument  (how  much  foever  he  is  difgufted 
with  the  Epithet)  as  long  as  H  ftorv  can  preferve  the  Memory  of  his  Adminiftration. 
Does  the  Governor  think  to  exculpate  himfelf,  by  calling  upon  us  to  prove  him  guilty 
of  Crimes  we  have  never  charged  him  with  ?  Whofe  Liberty  have  1  taken  away?  lVhofe 
Property  have  I  invaded?  If  he  can  force  us  into  this  Law,  the  Liberty  and  Proper¬ 
ty,  not  only  of  one  Man,  but  of  all  the  Men  in  the  Province,  will  be  invaded  and 
taken  away  ;  and  this  to  aggrandize  our  intended  Lord,  encreafe  and  fecure  his  Eftate 
at  our  Coft,  and  give  him  the  glorious  Privil-ge  that  no  Briti/h  Nobleman  enjoys,  of 
having  bis  Lands  free  from  Taxes,  and  defended  gratis.  But  what  is  the  Lofs  of 
even  Liberty  and  Property,  compared  with  the  Lofs  of  our  good  Name  and  Fame, 
which  the  Governor  has,  by  every  Artifice,  endeavoured  to  deprive  us  of,  and  to  ruin 
«s  in  the  Eftimation  of  all  Mankind.  Accufations  I'ecretly  dilperfed  in  the  neighbour- 
,n£  Provinces  and  our  Mother  Country  ;  namelefs  Libels  put  into  the  Hands  of  every 
Member  of  Parliament,  Lords  and  Commons  !  But  thete  were  modeft  Attacks  com¬ 
pared  with  his  publick  Meffages,  filled  with  the  moll  fevere  and  heavy  Charges  againft 
us,  without  the  leaft  Foundation  ;  fuch  as  thofe  in  his  Meffage  of  the  Sixteenth  of 
May  laft  ;  fome  of  which,  tho’  then  fully  refuted,  he  now  ventures  to  renew,  by  ex¬ 
claiming  in  thefe  Tei  ms,  e  Had  you  any  Regard  for  your  bleeding  Country ,  would 

*  >'ou  have  been  deaf  to  a,!  affeftionate  Warnings  a'nd  Calls  of  his  Majefty  ?  and 
1  would  you  have  refufed  the  proper,  neceffary  and  timely  Alliftance  to  an  Army  fert 

to  protect  thefe  Colonies  ?  b or  is  it  not  well  known  that  we  have  effayed  every  Me¬ 
thod,  confident  with  our  Rights  and  Liberties,  to  comply  with  the  Calls  of  the 
Crown,  which  have  frequently  been  defeated  either  by  Proprietary  Inftniaions  or  the 
Perverlenefs  of  our  Governor  ?  Did  we  not  iupplv  that  Army  plen  ifully  with  all 
they  ai*v  d  oi  us,  and  even  more  than  all  ?  in  Teftimony  of  which,  have  we  not  Let- 
tersirom  the  late  General,  and  other  principal  Officers,  acknowledging  our  Care,  and 
tharj/Cing  us  cordially  for  our  Services  ?  Thefe  Things  are  well  known  here  s  But  there 
is  no  Charge  that  the  Governor  cannot  allow  himfelf  to  throw  out  againft  us,  fo  it  may 

have  the  leaft  Chance  of  gaining  fome  fmall  Credit  fome  where,  though  of  the  fhorteit 
Continuance,  ° 

In  fine,  we  are  fincerely  grieved  at  the  prefent  unhappy  State  of  our  Affairs ;  but 
muff  endeavour  patiently  to  wait  for  that  Relief  which  Providence  may,  in  due  Time, 
t  ink  fit  to  iavour  us  with,  having,  if  this  Bill  is  ftill  ref  ufed,  very  little  farther  Hopes 

of  any  Good  from  our  prefent  Governor, 
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The  Governor’s  REPLY,  September  24,  17 55. 

GENTLEMEN , 

IN  the  Courl'e  of  my  fhort  Adminiftration  among  you,  I  have  often  regretted,  that 
at  a  Time  when  it  becomes  every  one  of  us  to  be  confulting  and  acting  for  the 
Publick  Good,  you  fhould  ftill  delight  to  introduce  new  and  unneceflary  Difputes,  and 
turn  the  Attention  of  the  People  from  Things  of  the  laft  Importance  to  their  future 
$afety. 

Your  very  tedious  Mtffage  of  the  Nineteenth  of  Auguf,  is  a  fufficient  Proof  of  your 
Temper  of  Mind  ;  it  is  indeed  of  fuch  an  inflammatory  Nature,  that  did  not  the 
Duties  of  my  Station  and  Juftice  to  the  People  require  me  to  take  fome  Notice  of  it,  I 
fliould  think  it  beneath  me  as  a  Gentleman  to  make  any  Reply  to  a  Paper  of  that 
Kind,  filled  with  the  grolfelt  Calumny  and  Abu  e,  as  well  as  the  nioft  glaring  Mifre- 
prefentations  of  Faffs ;  and  what  I  fliall  now  fay  in  Anfwer  to  it  would  have  been  faid 
in  your  laft  Sitting,  had  you  not  adjourned  yourfelvesfo  foon  after  the  Delivery  of  it, 
that  I  had  not  Time. 

You  fet  out  with  claiming  it  as  a  Privilege  to  have  your  Bills  granting  Supplies  paffed 
as  they  are  tendered,  without  Amendments,  and  lay,  £  it  is  far  from  being  an  ordinary 
*  Method  to  receive  or  debate  upon  Amendments  offered  by  the  Governor.' 

This  Claim  is  not  warranted  by  the  Words  of  the  Charter,  nor  by  the  Ufage  of 
fo  nner  Affemblies,  and  you  yourfelves  nmll  know,  that  from  the  firft  Settlement  of 
the  Province  to  the  latter  End  of  the  Adminiftration  of  Mr.  Hamilton ,  my  immediate 
PiedecefTor,  the  Governors  have  cccafionally  amended  Bills  for  raifing  Money,  and 
their  Right  of  doing  fo  was  never  till  then  contefted. 

Notwithftanding  all  you  have  faid  as  to  my  Offer  of  Lands  to  the  Wefward,  I  am 
perfuaded  unprejudiced  Men  will  fee  it  in  its  true  Light,  and  be  convinced  it  was 
made  with  a  good  Intention,  and  under  a  proper  Authority  ;  I  mentioned  my  Com- 
miflion  of  Property  in  Contiadiftmflion  to  the  Commifhon  of  Government,  as  that 
under  which  I  granted  Lands  upon  the  common  and  ordinary  Occafions,  which  you 
feein  to  think  was  done  under  the  other.  But  as  to  the  Offer  in  Queflion,  I  had  fuch 
Direflions  from  the  Propr.etaries  as  were  fufficient  to  juftify  me  in  making  it,  and 
would  have  been  obligatory  on  them  to  confirm  the  fame  to  the  Adventurers  ;  and  this 
I  did  then,  and  ftill  do,  think  a  good  Authority. 

As  you  do  not  profefs  to  underitand  Law,  I  am  not  furprized  at  your  quoting  an 
Ab:  idgment  inltead  of  the  Cafe  abridged.  Vmer,  who  is  no  Authority,  may  have 
the  Words  you  mention  for  aught  I  know,  and  may  be  of  Opinion  that  the  King  can 
purchafe  and  hold  Lands  in  his  private  Capacity,  but  in  that  he  has  the  Misfor¬ 
tune  to  differ  from  my  Lord  Coke,  and  other  Writers  of  Note  and  Authority  in  the 
Law. 

Your  Anfwers  to  what  you  call  my  round  Charge,  and  to  what  you  afterwards  call 
my  haughty  SJueftions,  are,  by  no  Means,  conclufive  ;  I  grant  that  no  Publick  Money 
can  be  railed,  nor  any  Claufe  enafled  for  the  Difpofition  of  it,  without  your  Confent, 
but  is  not  mine  equally  necelfary  ?  Whence  is  it  then  that  I  fhould  be  thought  more 
obliged  to  you  fora  Voice  in  the  Difpofition  of  Publick  Money,  than  you  are  to  me, 
feeing  the  Obligation  (if  any)  is  reciprocal  ;  the  Money  remaining  in  the  Peoples 
Pockets  cannot  be  taken  from  thence,  till  I  think  a  Law  neceflary  for  that  Purpofe, 
and  fhall  I  have  lefs  Power  over  it  after  it  is  raifed,  and  in  the  Publick  Treafury,  than 
I  had  before  ?  The  common  Security  of  the  People  requires  that  they  fliould  not  be 
taxed  hut  by  the  Voice  of  the  whole  Legiflature,  and  is  it  not  equally  for  their  Secu¬ 
rity  that  the  Money  when  raifed  fhould  not  be  difpofed  of  by  any  lefs  Authority  ? 
YoOr  Claim  therefore  of  a  natural  exclufive  Right  to  the  Difpofition  of  Publick  Money, 
becaufe  it  is  the  Peoples,  is  againft  Realon,  the  Nature  of  an  Etiglijh  Government, 
and  the  Ufage  of  this  Province,  and  you  may  as  well  claim  the  exclufive  Right  to  all 
the  Povoers oj  Government,  and  let  up  a  Democracy  at  once,  becaufe  all  Power  is  de¬ 
rived  from  the  People  ;  and  this  indeed  may  be  the  tiue  Defign. 

As  to  what  you  infinuate  concerning  the  enormous  Growth  of  the  Proprietary  Efate, 
I  fliall  oppofe  plain  Faffs  to  your  Prelumptions.  By  the  original  Concefhons  and  A- 
greement  between  the  late  Mr.  William  Penn,  and  the  firft  Settlers,  nine  Tenths 
of  the  Land  were  to  be  granted  to  the  Adventurers,  and  the  remaining  Tenth  to  be 

laid  out  to  the  Proprietary - but inftead  of  this,  the  late  Proprietary,  out  of  the 

Lands 


4o  3 


APPENDIX. 


Lands  purchafed  of  the  Indians  in  his  Time,  contented  himfelf  with  taking  up  but  _ 
very  final)  Part  of  what  he  might  have  done  under  that  Agreement  j  and° out  of  the 
three  Indian  Purchafes  made  by  his  Sons  fince  his  Death,  in  the  two  firft,  confiding  of 
four  Million  Acres  of  Land,  they  did  not  furvey  upwards  of  Twenty-five  Thouiand 
Acres,  and  thofe  neither  of  the  richelt  nor  belt  fituated;  and  in  the  laft,  which  is  by 
far  the  iargeft  of  ail,  no  Surveys  have  been  made  for  their  Ufe,  but  they  gave  early 
Directions,  that  the  Settlers  fhould,  as  they  applied,  take  their  Choice  of  the  belt 
Lands,  and  accordingly  great  Numbers  of  People  are  feated  on  thefe  Lands,  to  their 
entire  Satisfaction.  As  to  their  Manors  and  appropriated  Tra£ls,  it  is  well  known 
that  they  are  rnoftly  fettled  by  Perfons  without  Leave  or  Title,  and  that  thefe  pay  their 
Share  of  all  Taxes  :  In  fhort,  Gentlemen,  if  inftead  of  fetting  the  Proprietaries  forth 
as  encreafing  their  Eftates,  and  ufing  their  Tenants  like  Vaflals,  you  had  reprefented 
them  as  foibearing  witb  them,  and  ufing  no  compulfory  Methods  for  the  Obtain- 
ment  even  of  their  juft  Debts,  and  that  for  thefe  and  many  other  Inftances  of  their  kind 
Ufage  of  them,  the  Proprietaries  are  entitled  to  the  CharaCfer  of  good,  nay  of  the  bell 
Landlords,  you  had  done  them  no  more  than  Juftice,  and  Paid  only  what  is  notorious 
to  all  that  know  their  Treatment  of  the  People  in  this  Province. 

I  can,  by  no  Means,  allow  you  to  argue  jufily  in  faying,  that  the  Proprietaries  ought 
to  fubmit  their  Eftate  to  be  taxed  by  Afl'efTors  cholen  by  the  People,  becaufe  they  are 
fworn  or  folemnly  affirmed  to  do  equal  JuJlice •  When  you  are  taxed  by  thefe  Aflefl'ors,  it 
is  by  Perfons  who  may  be  confulered  as  your  Equals,  and  who  are  interefted  to  do  you 
Juftice,  as  you  in  your  Turns  may  become  their  A Ifelfors.  But  the  Proprietary  Eftate 
and  Intereft  being  confidered  as  feparate  from  yours,  becaufe  the  Proprietaries  are  a  1 
fepavate  Branch  of  the  Legiflature,  they  can  never  in  that  View  be  taxed  by  any  Per¬ 
fons,  unlefs  thofe  whofe  Intereft  it  is  to  fave  their  own  Eftates  by  throwing  an  unequal 
Burden  upon  the  Proprietaries  and  you  mull  know  that  this  is  the  very  Conlideration 
upon  which  the  Law  in  certain  Cafes  excepts  againftboth  the  Judgment  and  Evidence  '! 
of  interefted  Perfons,  left  they  fhould  be  influenced  therein,  even  againft  the  Solemnity 
and  Obligations  of  an  Oath. 

You  fay,  that  “  all  Eftates  in  Britain,  and  her  Colonies ,  none  bear,  cr  mujl  bear ,  a 
“  Tax  to  free  the  Proprietary  Eftate  from  Encroachments  and  Incumbrance."  J  Invidi- 


: 


ous  and  ungrateful  Infmuation  !  Is  there  nothing  but  this  at  Stake!  Is  it  for  a  Trad  ' 
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of  unfettled  Country,  belonging  to  the  Proprietaries  of  this  Province,  that  the  Eyes 
of  all  Europe  are  turned  upon  this  Continent,  and  fuch  mighty  Preparations  making 
both  by  Sea  and  Land  ?  Or,  Gentlemen,  can  you  think  that  if  the  Enemy  are  fuffer- 
ed  to  keep  up  Fortifications  in  any  private  Eftate  whatfoever  within  the  Limits  of 
this  Province,  vou  could  preferve  your  Eftates,  or  the  Englijh  Nation  preferve  its  1 
Dominions  ?  What  End  then  can  fuch  Infinuations  ferve,  but  to  cool  the  Ardor 
of  his  Majefty’s  good  Subjects  in  recovering  the  Country  unjuftly  taken  from  them, 
as  if  they  were  contending  for  a  Thing  ol  no  Confequence,  which  is  but  too  much  the  ‘ 
Opinion  of  many  amongft  us,  raifed  and  confirmed,  no  Doubt,  by  your  ftrange 
Conduft. 

You  charge  me  with  contriving  all  poffible  Methods  of  Expanse  to  exhauft  your 
Funds,  and  diftrefs  your  Affairs,  and  give  an  Inltance  of  an  exorbitant  Demand  of 
Five  Thoufand  Pounds  for  cutting  the  Road  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Army,  an  Undertak¬ 
ing  you  fay  1  engaged  you  in  on  a  Computation  of  its  cofting  only  Eight  Hundred  Pounds. 
How  could  you  Humble  on  a  Matter  which,  on  a  very  flight  Examination,  mull  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  without  the  leall  Foundation  ?  Your  own  Minutes  will  fhew  that  you  re-  ‘( 
folved  to  bear  the  Charge  of  cutting  two  Roads,  one  to  Wills’’ s  Creek,  and  the  other  5 
to  the  Mchongahelo,  and  in  one  of  your  Meflagesto  me,  wherein  you  enumerate  your 
meritorious  A6ts,  you  fet  this  Road  to  the  Ohio  particularly  forth  in  fuch  a  Manner  as 
to  have  it  believed,  that  it  would  prove  an  heavy  Expence,  which,  neverthelefs,  you 
would  not  decline  to  bear  as  the  King’s  Service  required  it ;  and  now  you  infinuate,  1 
that  had  you  known  it  would  have  colt  more  than  Eight  Hundred  Pounds,  you  would 
not  have  undertaken  it,  and  this  for  no  other  Reafon  than  to  lay  to  my  Charge  a  pre¬ 
tended  Eftimate  of  which  I  am  totally  ignorant,  having  never  leen  nor  heard  of  one. 
The  Sum  of  Eight  Hundred  Pounds  might  have  been  mentioned  as  what  it  would  coll 
in  1'ome  Mens  private  Opinion,  but  not  upon  an  Eftimate  of  the  Commiffioners,  nor  as 
fuch  fent  to  me.  To  be  plain,  Gentlemen,  it  was  the  Refentmcnt  and  Menaces  of  the 
Officers  in  the  Army,  entrufted  with  that  Part  of  the  King’s  Service,  becaufe  the 
Work  was  not  begun  in  Time  (and  it  could  not  have  been  begun  fooner  by  me,  as 
you  would  not  fooner  comply  with  my  Requeft)  it’  was  I  fay  your  Dread  of  having 
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proper  Reprefentations  made  of  your  Condufl  at  Home,  and  of  an  armed  Force  being 
ufed  to  oblige  the  Inhabitants  to  do  this  neceffary  Work,  and  nothing  elfe,  that  induc¬ 
ed  you  to  engage  to  bear  the  Expence  j  and  had  the  two  Roads  been  cut  they  would 
have  coft  a  very  great  Sum  indeed,  but  by  a  Reprefentation  I  caufed  to  be  made  to 
the  General,  lie  confented  to  drop  the  Road  to  IVill's  Creek ,  and  inftead  of  extending 
the  other  to  the  Ohio,  to  order  it  to  be  opened  no  farther  than  to  the  Crow-foot  of  Ohi- 

ogainy,  which  la  ft  faved  the  Clearing  of  many  Miles. - He  likewife  confented,  that 

the  Road  lhould  rot  be  made  fo  wide  by  one  Third  as  the  Quarter  Mafter  General  had 
given  Dire&ians  for.— Thefe  were  great  Savings  to  the  Province,  which,  added  to  the 
j  Regulations  that  were  made  in  the  Pi  ice  of  Provifions  and  Liquor,  and  in  the  Hire  of 
1  the  Waggons,  would  at  any  other  Time  have  induced  you  to  fpeak  in  Commendation  of 
my  Care  and  fiugalUfe  of  the  Publirk  Money,  and  not  to  charge  me  with  a  Demand 
that  I  never  made,  nor  indeed  could  it  have  been  then  made  by  any  one,  becaufe  the 
Accounts  were  not  come  in,  and  now  that  they  are  delivered  to  you,  it  does  not  appear 
that  they  will  amount  to  the  Sum  o!  ‘Three  ‘ Thoufand  Pounds,  which  is  not  extravagant, 
when  you  confider  the  Diftance  and  Expedition  required  in  the  Work.  The  Com- 
miffioners,  inftead  of  being  reproached  with  Extravagance,  have  a  Right  to  the  am- 
pleft  Acknowledgements  for  their  expofmg  their  Perions  to  fuch  imminent  Danger, 
and  carrying  on  the  Work  with  fo  much  Spirit,  and  fo  becoming  a  Zeal  ;  and  tho’ 
my  Recommendations  may  not  have  much  Weight  with  you,  yet  as  they  were  engaged 
in  this  hazardous  Work  by  my  Intreaties,  juftice  requires  they  fhould  be  handfoihely 
rewarded  for  their  indefatigable  Attendance  and  generous  Advance  of  their  ownipri- 
vate  Foitunes. 

You  have,  in  the  Meffage  now  before  me,  and  in  feveral  others,  taken  great  Pains 
to  injufe  into  the  Minds  of  "the  People,  particularly  the  Germans,  that  the  Government 
have  Defigns  to  abridge  them  of  their  Privileges,  and  to  reduce  them  to  a  State  of  Sla- 
jvery.-—  This  may,  and  will,  alienate  their  Affi-Slions  from  his  Majefty’s  Goverment, 

I  deftroy  that  Confidence  in  the  Crown  and  its  Delegates,  which,  at  this  Time,  is  par¬ 
ticularly  neceffary,  and  render  all  the  Foreigners  among  us  very  indifferent  as  to  the 
Succefs  of  the  French  Attempts  upon  this  Continent,  as  they  cannot  be  in  worfe  Cir- 
cumftances  under  them,  than  you  have  taught  them  to  expert  from  the  King’s  Go¬ 
vernment. 

This  you  may,  wiih  your  ufual  Confidence,  call  Duty,  Loyalty  and  Af- 
ife&ion  to  his  Majefty,  but  I  am  convinced  it  will  not  be  efteemed  luch  by  his 
Majefty  and  his  Minifters,  before  whom  all  thefe  Matters  muff  be  laid.— 

And  how  the  innocent  People  of  this  Province  may  be  affefted  thereby.  Time 
will  fliew. 

You  are  pleafed  to  tell  me,  that  I  am  dejiitute  of  Skill  and  Abilities  for  my  Station, 
and  have  not  the  Spirit  of  Government  in  me.  Gentlemen,  I  have  never  made  any 
iBoaft  of  my  Abilities,  nor  do  I  pretend  to  know  what  you  mean  by  the  Spirit  of  Go¬ 
vernment.  But  this  I  know,  that  if  I  had  enough  ok  the  Spirit  of  SubmiJJion,  I  was 
jearly  given  to  underftand,  by  forae  of  your  Meffages,  that  you  would  have  then  pro¬ 
nounced  me  well  qualified  for  the  Adminiftration  of  this  Province,  even  without  the 
LAffiftance  of  Inftruflions,  or  the  Advice  of  my  Council. 

To  your  Spirit  of  Government  however,  or,  in  other  Words,  your  Inclinations,  to 
encreafe  and  render  pennament  your  own  Powers,  is  to  be  attributed  all  your  late 
Extraordinary  Proceedings,  and  the  defencelefs  State  of  the  Province  ;  for  the  Sake 
jaf  gratifying  this,  you  fauple  not  Lo  ft ir  up  his  Majefty’s  Subjefts  againft  his  Go¬ 
vernment,  forgetting  all  Duty  to  your  Sovereign,  and  all  Decency  to  thole  in  Autho¬ 
rity  under  him. 

Your  Anfwers  do  not  exculpate  you  from  my  Charges  againft  you/ertofo'/zg 
f elves  great  and  mighty  Powers,  and  fince  you  call  upon  me  to  particularize  them,  I 
hall  gratify  you.  You  have  created  a  Paper  Currency  of  your  own,  and  ordered  the 
Jolleftors  of  Excife,  and  the  Truftees  of  the  Loan-Office  to  receive  it  againft;  Law  : 
Eifou  pay  your  own  Wages  out  of  the  Provincial  Money,  when  the  Law  requires  and 
provides  for  their  being  paid  in  another  Manner.  Notwithftanding  it  is  declared  by 
Law,  that  no  Perfons  indebted  on  Mortgage  to  the  Loan-Office  ffiall  be  delinquent  in 
| heir  Payment  above  a  Year,  and  your  Committees  areenjoined,  in  the  Settlement  ot 
heir  Accounts,  to  reckon  all  fuch  Outftandings  as  Cafii  in  the  Trufttes  Hands,  yet 
his  you  have  difpenfed  with  in  the  Settlement  of  the  Truftees  Accounts  Year  after 
*  ear,  and  fuffered  the  Borrowers  to  continue  in  Arrear  for  Years,  many  of  them  for 
tot  lei’s  than  Ten,  A  Practice  tending  to  depreciate  the  Value  of  the  Money,  and 
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greatly  Injurious  to  the  Borrowers.  And  laftly,  inftead  of  the  Oaths  required  bylaw  ‘ 

to  be  taken  to  his  Majefty  by  all  Men  in  Publick  Office,  you  have  taken  upon  you  to  ' 

adminifter  the  Affirmation  to  your  Clerk,  and  feveral  of  your  own  Members,  tho’  not  l 

of  the  People  called  Quakers,  nor  at  all  fcrupuleus  againft  taking  an  Oath,  which  de-  I  1 
prives  his  Majefty  of  the  Security  provided  by  Law  to  be  given  by  fuch  as  hold  Offices, 
or  a£l  in  Publick  Trufts.  I 

You  have  often  mentioned  what  you  have  done  to  promote  the  Succefs  of  his  Ma-  t 
jefty’s  Arms  under  General  Braddock,  and  for  the  Defence  of  the  Province,  and  fay, 
you  have  Letters  from  the  late  General,  thanking  you  for  your  Service  ;  the  Truth  of  i 

this  I  muft  beg  Leave  to  queftion,  as  the  late  General  was  too  honeit  to  fay  one  Thing  i 

to  you,  and  another  to  the  King's  Minifters.  He  might  acknowledge  the  Services  of 
particular  Men,  but  how  you  can  take  thofe  to  yourfeives  as  an  Affembly,  when  you 
had  no  Hand  in  what  was  done,  I  am  at  a  Lofs  to  know.  I  think  it  will  not  be  doubt¬ 
ed,  but  that  had  you  in  Time  opened  the  proper  Roads,  raifed  Men,  and  provided 
Carriages  and  neceffary  Provifions  for  the  Troops,  as  this  was  the  only  Province  able, 
in  the  General’s  Situation,  to  furniffi  him  with  them,  we  might  now  have  been  in 
peaceable  Poffeffion  of  Fort  Duquefne. 

In  fine,  Gentlemen,  I  muft  remind  you,  that  in  a  former  Meflage  you  faid  you  were 
a  plain  People  that  had  no  Joy  in  Deputation.  But  let  your  Minutes  be  examined  for 
Fifteen  Years  paft,  not  to  go  higher,  and  in  them  will  be  found  more  Artifice,  more 
Time  and  Money  fpent  in  frivolous  Controverfies,  more  unparallelled  Abufes  of  your 
Governors,  and  more  Undutifulnefs  to  the  Crown,  than  in  all  the  reft  of  his  Majefty’s 
Colonies  put  together.  And  while  you  continue  in  fuch  a  Temper  of  Mind,  I  have 
very  little  Hopes  of  Good  either  for  his  Majefty’s  Service,  or  for  the  Defence  and 
Prote&ion  of  this  unfortunate  Country. 


The  AJJemblfs  REJOINDER,  Sept.  29,  1 755. 


May  it  pleafe  the  Governor, 

THE  Sincerity  of  the  Governor’s  Regret  at  the  *  unneceffary  Difpntes’  which 
fubfift  between  11s,  the  very  firft  Paragraph  of  his  Meflage  gives  us  fome  Room 
to  queftion  ;  fince  it  begins  with  a  new  Charge  that  thofe  Difputes  are  of  our  introduc¬ 
ing,  and  that  we  *  delight  to  introduce  them  to  turn  the  Attention  of  the  People  from 
*  Things  of  the  laft  Importance  to  their  future  Safety.’  This  Charge  itfelf  feems 
defigned  to  introduce  another  unneceffary  Difpute,  fince  all  that  are  acquainted  with  our 
Difputes  know  by  whom  they  were  introduced,  and  who  it  is  that  delights  in  Deput¬ 
ing. 

That  our  Melfage  of  the  Nineteenth  of  Augufl  was  *  a  very  tedious’  One  to  the 
Governor  we  make  no  Doubt.  It  muft  have  been  fo  in  the  Matter,  and  might  pro¬ 
bably  be  fo  in  the  Manner.  There  was  too  much  Truth  in  it,  and  too  little  Flattery. 
We  fuppofe  too,  that  the  Talk  of  anfwering  it  might  be  as  tedious  as  the  Melfage  it¬ 
felf  ;  fince,  to  Ihorten  the  Work,  he  has  palled  over  a  Number  of  the  molt  important 
Points,  and  all  our  Reafonings  upon  them,  without  attempting  an  Anfwer.  And  we 
think  he  cannot  juftly  complain  of  Want  of  Time  to  anfwer  that  Melfage,  fince  we 
fat  four  Days  aften  delivering  it,  adjourned  for  near  four  Weeks,  and  had  been  met  a- 
gain  nine  Days  before  we  received  the  Anfwer,  which,  now  we  have  it,  we  find  to  be 
fuch  an  one  as  might  have  been  made  in  a  few  Hours.  But  had  our  Meflage  really 
been  *  filled  with  the  grolfeft  Calumny  and  Abufe,’  as  the  Governor  fays  it  was,  we 
cannot  think,  with  the  Governor,  that  it  would  therefore  have  been  *  beneath  him  as 
*  a  Gentleman  to  make  any  Reply  to  it.'  If  we  were  of  that  Sentiment,  we  Ihould 
make  none  to  the  Meflage  we  are  now  confidering.  We  think,  that  what  is  beneath  a 
Gentleman  is,  not  the  Anfwering  of  Calumny,  but  the  making  Ufe  of  it.  And  we 
wilh,  for  the  Governor’s  Sake,  that  he  had  been  of  the  fame  Opinion  :  For  he  might 
then  probably  have  treated  us  in  a  Manner  more  fuitable  to  his  Charafter  as  a  Gen¬ 
tleman,  and  had  more  Regard  to  the  Prefervation  of  that  Chara&er. 

The  Governor  denies,  that  our  claim  of  the  Privilege  “  of  having  our  Bills 
**  granting  Supplies  palfed  as  they  are  tendered  without  Amendments,  is  warranted  by 
“  the  Words  of  the  Charter  j”  though  it  gives  us  “  all  the  Powers  and  Privileges 
“  of  an  Affembly,  according  to  the  Rights  of  the  Free  born  Subjects  of  England ,  and, 
“  as  is  ufual  in  any  of  the  King’s  Plantations  in  America."  If  the  Free-born  Sub- 
je£ts  of  England  da  not  exercife  this  Right  by  their  Reprefentatives  in  Parliament,  and 
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it  is  not  ufual  in  any  of  the  King’s  Plantations  in  America ;  then  we  are  in  the 
wrong  to  claim  it,  and  the  Governor  is  right  in  denying  it.  But  Fa£ls  are  for  us  ;  and 
thefe,  in  this  Cafe,  the  Governor  does  not  deny.  Our  PredecelTors  may  in  fome 
few  Inltances  have  waved  that  Right,  but  they  have  never  given  it  up,  nor  will,  as 
we  hope,  thole  that  lhall  fucceed  us.  We  trult  they  will  rather  be  more  cautious  of 
fuffering  fuch  dangerous  Precedents,  when  they  fee  how  fond  Governors  are  of  feizing 
the  Advantage  for  diminilhing  our  Privileges. 

We  agree  with  the  Governor,  that  what  we  have  faid  as  to  his  Offer  of  Lands  to 
the  Weftward,  will  not  hinder  unprejudiced  Men  from  feeing  it  in  its  true  Light  ;  we 
think,  our  Remarks  have  rather  contributed  to  that  End,  and  even  aflifted  thofe  that 
might  before  be  prejudiced:  But  are  at  a  Lot's  to  conceive  how  either  the  Prejudiced  or 
Unprejudiced  could  be  “  convinced’’  the  Offer  was  “  made  under  a  proper  Authori- 
“  ty,"  when  neither  of  the  Governor’s  Commifliions,  not  even  that  which  he  calls  “  the 
“  Foundation  of  Property,"  gave  him  fuch  Authority  5  and  he  is  now  reduced  to  tne 
Neceffity  of  dropping  them,  and  recurring  to  private  Infractions ,  never  mentioned  be¬ 
fore  5  of  which  none  can  judge  till  he  (hall  think  fit  to  produce  them.  But  all  may 
judge  how  well  he  has  acquitted  himfelf  of  the  Imputation  of  attempting  to  impofe  on 
the  Publick,  by  intioducing  the  Commiffion  of  Property  as  an  Authority  for  the 
Offer  ;  fo  we  (hall  fpare  the  Governor  on  that  Head,  and  prefs  it  no  farther. 

If  the  Governor  had  given  himfelf  the  Trouble  of  looking  into  Finer,  under  the 
Title  we  mentioned,  he  might  there  have  found  the  Cafe  abridged  referred  to  }  We,  it 
feems,  not  being  Lawyers,  quoted  improperly  ;  but  He,  though  a  Lawyer,  refers  us 
to  Lord  Coke,  without  Page,  Cafe  or  Volume  ;  and  to  “  other  Writers  of  Note  and 
“  Authority  in  the  Lavs,"  without  fo  much  as  naming  their  Names  s  So  that  we  are 
utterly  at  a  Lofs  where  to  find  the  Lanv  Part  of  his  Meffages  ;  but  the  Politicks  and 
the  Calumny  we  can  eafily  trace  to  their  Fountain  Head,  though  he  does  not  vouchfafe 
to  quote  it  at  all.  The  perfect  Samenefs  of  Sentiment,  and  even  of  Expreflion,  are 
fufhcient  to  fhow,  that  they  are  all  drawn  from  a  late  famous  Libel,  intituled,  A 
Brief  State  of  the  Province  of  Pennfylvania :  An  Author,  of  whom,  if  we  do  not  fay, 
as  the  Governor  fays  of  Finer ,  that  he  has  no  Authority  ;  yet  we  may  fay,  that  his  Au¬ 
thority  diminifhes  daily,  the  more  we  fee  of  his  Works. 

The  Governor  is  pleafed  to  fay,  That  “the  common  Security  of  the  People  re- 
“  quires  that  they  fhould  not  be  taxed  but  by  the  Voice  of  the  whole  Legiflature 
and  that  “  we  might  as  well  fet  up  a  Democracy  at  once,  as  claim  an  exclufive  Right 
“  to  the  Difpofition  of  Publick  Money.”  To  this  we  beg  Leave  to  anfwer,  that  though 
we  are  not  fo  abfurd  as  to  “  defign  a  Democracy,”  of  which  the  Governor  is  pleafed 
to  accufe  us  ;  yet  in  this  Particular,  all  our  late  Attempts  to  raife  Money  “  for  the 
“  common  Security  of  the  People,”  being  obftrufted  and  defeated  by  the  Governor’s 
having  a  Voice  in  that  Matter,  would  rather  induce  us  to  think,  that  his  having  fuch  a 
Voice,  is  not  bell  for  their  Security  ;  and  fuch  a  Conduft  in  a  Governor,  appears  to  us 
the  moll  likely  Thing  in  the  World  to  make  People  incline  to  a  Democracy,  who 
would  otherwife  never  have  dreamt  of  it. 

But  the  Goveinor  is  pleafed.  to  tell  us,  that  “  our  Claim  of  a  natural  exclufive 
“  Right  to  the  Difpofitmn  of  Publick  Money,  becaufe  it  is  the  Peoples,  is  againf 
“  Reajon,  the  Nature  of  an  Englilh  Government,  and  the  Ufage  of  this  Province." 
He  has,  however,  never  produced  that  ReaJ'on  to  us  ;  and  we  ftill  think,  that  as  every 
Man  has,  fo  every  Body  of  Men  have  a  natural  Right  to  the  Difpofition  of  their  own 
Money,  by  themlelves  or  their  Reprefentatives ;  and  that  the  Proprietary’s  Claim  of  a 
Voice  in  the  Difpofition  of  Money  to  which  he  will  contribute  no  Part,  is  a  Claim  con¬ 
trary  to  Reafon.  The  Wifdom  of  the  Crown  has  thought  fit  to  allow  different  Confti- 
tutions  to  different  Colonies,  fuitable  to  their  different  Circumftances  ;  and  as  they  have 
been  long  fettled  and  ellabliflied,  we  apprehend  that  if  the  Governor  could  have  Power 
to  unfettle  them  all,  and  make  in  every  one  fuch  Changes  as  would  be  neceffary  to  re¬ 
duce  them  to  a  Conformity  with  his  Idea  of  an  “  Englijh  Government,”  the  Reform¬ 
ation  would  be  produ6live  of  more  Inconvenience  than  Advantage.  The  general 
“  Ufage  of  this  Province”  in  the  Difpofition  of  Publick  Money,  was  ever  what  it  now 
is  ;  and  as  the  Province  has  flourifhed  with  it,  and  no  Inconvenience  has  attended  it, 
we  hope  it  will  Hill  continue.  Particular  Laws  may,  in  a  very  few  Inftances,  have 
given  the  Difpofition  of  particular  Sums  to  the  Governor,  or  to  Commiflioners,  for 
particular  Services  •,  but  a  few  fuch  Inftances  do  not  make  an  Ufage ,  and  the  Gover¬ 
nor  mull  in  that  Point  have  been  greatly  mifmformed, 
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It  is  agreed,  that  in  the  Conceffions  mentioned  by  the  Governor,  the  Proprietary  re* 
ferved  in  every  Hundred  Thoufand  Acres  Ten  to  himfelf ;  but  then  (to  make  the  Go¬ 
vernor’s  “  plain  Fa6I”  a  little  plainer)  he  was  to  have  it  by  Lot,  and  not  by  Choice  j 
the  Quantity  fo  referved  was  to  lie  but  in  one  Place-,  and  he  was  “  bound  to  plant  or  j ' 

“  man  it  within  three  Years  after  it  was  let  out  and  furveyed  or  elfe  (by  the  next  j 1 

Conceffion)  it  was  “  lawful  for  new  Comers  to  fettle  thereupon,  and  he  to  go  higher  1 

up  for  his  Share.”  This  might  induce  him  not  to  take  up  more  than  he  could  con¬ 
veniently  fettle  ;  but  can  give  his  Succelfors  no  Right  to  pick  here  and  there  the  heft 
vacant  Pieces  among  the  Settlements,  excluding  other  Rights  ;  nor  to  keep  the  Land-  1 

Office  lhut,  as  was  done  after  the  fecond  mentioned  Purchafe,  til!  they  had  garbled  the  [ 

belt  Tra£Is  for  themfelves  and  Dependants,  and  left  little  befides  Rocks  and  barren 
Mountains  for  the  reft  of  the  People.  The  third  and  laft  Purchafe  being  made  but  the  1 

laft  Year,  and  the  Land  molily  expofed  to,  or,  as  the  Governor  has  often  informed  1 

us,  in  the  Hands  of  the  Enemy,  we  are  furprized  to  hear  that  “  great  Numbers  of 

People  are  feated  on  it  to  their  entire  Satisfaction  and  more  fo,  that  the  Proprie¬ 
taries  Manors  and  appropriated  Trails  are  mojl'y  fettled  by  Perfons  that  pay  their  1 
Share  of  all  Taxes.  If  this  be  fo,  we  muft  own  ourfelves  as  much  unacquainted  with  1 
the  State  of  his  Lands ,  as  we  are  with  the  State  and  Management  of  the  Land-Office, 
which  of  late,  indeed,  is  pretty  much  a  Myftery.  That  the  Proprietaries  are  infilled 
to  the  Chara&er  of  the  bejl  Landlords,  we  can  by  no  Means  prefume  to  fay  with  the 
Governor  ;  fince  his  Majefty’s  Lands  are  granted  without  Purchafe  Money,  on  Half  the 
Quitrent,  and  the  Qujtrents  are  applied  to  the  Support  of  Government  and  Defence  of 
the  Country  :  We  cannot  therefore  but  be  of  Opinion,  that  the  King  is  a  much  better 
Landlord. 

If  the  Governor  would  pleafe  to  confider,  that  it  does  not  fall  to  the  Share  of  perhaps  ! 

one  Man  in  Five  Hundred  to  be  an  Affeffor  during  his  whole  Life,  and  that  the  Chance  j 

of  being  favoured  or  not  by  a  fucceeding  AfTciror,  as  he  himfelf  fhall  behave  in  that  I 
Office,  is  proportionably  fmall  5  and  that  the  very  little  which  can  poffiblv  be  faved  in 
his  Part  of  the  Tax,  by  unjuftly  inhancing  that  of  the  Proprietaries,  is  a  Matter  next 
to  Nothing  ;  the  Governor  certainly  cannot  have  fo  ill  an  Opinion  of  Mankind,  as  to 
believe  thele  Temptations  can  be  fufficient  to  induce  a  commonly  honeft  Man  to  for- 
lwear  himfelf ;  and  Affeffors  are  feldom  Men  of  the  meaneft  Characters  for  Integrity. 

But  furely,  a  Security  that  all  the  Peers  in  Britain  think  fufficient  with  regard  to  the  j 
Equity  or  Taxation  on  their  Eftates,  might  be  confided  in  by  our  Proprietaries  j  un- 
lefs  the  People  here  are  much  more  depraved  than  we  can  poffiblv  conceive  them 
to  be.  j | 

Our  Argument,  that,  if  all  the  Eftates  in  Britain  and  her  Colonies  noav  bear  or 
VlUft  bear  a  Tax  to  free  the  Proprietary  Eftate  from  Encroachments,  that  Eftate  iifelf 
ought  not  to  be  exempted,  the  Governor  calls  “  an  invidious  and  ungrateful  Inftnuati- 
cn!  and  afks,  “  Is  there  nothing  but  this  at  Stake  t  Is  it  for  a  TraCt  of  unfettled  C’oun- 
4‘  fry,  belonging  to  the  Proprietaries  of  this  Province,  that  the  Eyes  of  all  Europe  are 
“  turned  upon  this  Continent,  and  fuch  mighty  Preparations  making  both  by  Sea  and 
“  Land?  Or,  Gentlemen,  can  you  think  that  if  the  Enemy  are  buffered  to  keep  up  I 

Fortifications  in  any  private  Eftate  whatfoever  within  the  Limits  of  this  Province*, 

S(  you  could  preferve  your  Eftates,  or  the  Eng  lifts  Nation  its  Dominions  ? . What 

“  End  then  can  fuch  Infinuations  i’erve,  but  to  cool  the  Ardor  of  his  Majefty’s  good 

“  Subjects  in  recovering  the  Country  unjuftly  taken  from  them, - as  if  they  were 

iC  contending  for  a  Thing  of  no  Confequer.ee,  which  is  but  too  much  the  Opinion  of 
“  many  amongft  us,  railed  and  confirmed  no  Doubt  by  your  ftrange  Conduct.”  Had 
we  afferted  that  the  Proprietary  Eftate  only  was  in  Danger^  and  argued  thence,  that  'III 
that  Eftate  alone  ought  therefore  to  pay  for  its  Recovery  or  Security,  all  this  Strain  of 
the  Governor’s  Eloquence  might  then  have  been  very  juft  and  proper  :  But,  may  it  pleafe 
the  Governor,  we  did  think  there  was  fomething  elle  at  Stake  ;  we  thought  other  E-  4  il 
ifates  in  Danger,  and  therefore  offered  a  very  large  Sum,  as  our  Share  of  the  Expence,  %  1 L 
in  the  Bill  for  granting  Fifty  Thoufand  Pounds  to  the  King’s  Ufe.  But  we  thought 
the  Proprietary  Eftate  at  leaft  as  much  in  Danger  as  any  other  Eftate,  and  therefore 
imagined  it  ought  to  pay  its  Proportion  towards  the  Expence  of  its  own  Security. 

The  Governor  it  feems  thinks  otherwife,  and  becaufe  other  Eftates  are  likenvi/e  in  , 

Danger,  the  Proprietary  Eftate  ought  to  be  exempted ;  and  unlefs  we  will  agree  to  re-  I 

cover  and  defend  that  gratis,  we  ftiall  not  be  permitted  to  raife  Money  for  the  Defence 
of  our  own  Eftates,  our  Neighbours,  or  our  Sovereign’s  Dominions.  This  is  our 
jprefrnt  Situation,  and  we  cannot  help  it  j  for  the  Proprietary  Inftru&ions  are,  it  feems. 
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as  unalterable  as  the  Laws  of  the  Medes  and  Perfians,  But  let  it  be  known  to  them, 
and  to  all,  it  is  not  our  Inlinuation,  invidious  as  it  may  feem  to  the  Governor,  and 
ungrateful  to  his  Ears,  that  cools  the  Ardor  of  his  Majefty’s  good  Subje&s  ;  but  if 
any  Thing  cools  that  Ardor  it  muft  be  the  FaEl  infnuated,  the  Proprietaries  claiming 
that  invidious  and  odious  Diftinffion,  of  being  exempted  from  the  common  Burdens 
of  their  Fellow  Subje&s.  If  there  be  any  who  think  the  Nation  is  contending  for  a 
Thing  of  no  Confequence,  it  muft  be  thofe  who  refute  to  contribute  their  Share,  and 

not  we  who  offer  largely - and  that  Opinion  in  others,  if  fuch  an  Opinion  there  be, 

muft  be  raifed  and  confirmed  by  the  Governor  and  Proprietaries  f range  Conduct,  and 
not  by  ours. 

The  Governor  fays,  we  1  lay  to  his  Charge  a  pretended  Eftimafe  (of  the  Expence 
‘  of  cutting  the  Roads)  of  which  he  is  totally  ignorant,  having  never  fecn  nor  heard 
‘  of  one.'  Is  it  poftible  that  the  Governor  can  have  forgotten  it  ?  He  told  us  in  his 
Meflage  of  the  Eighteenth  of  March,  that  he  had  ‘  appointed  Commiflioners  to  re- 
4  connoitre  the  Country,  mark  out  where  fuch  Roads  might  moft  conveniently  be 
‘  made,  and  make  Report  to  him  of  their  Proceedings,  with  an  Efimate  of  the  Ex- 
‘  fences  that  would  attend  the  Opening  and  Clearing  them.’  On  the  Application  of 
the  Governor,  in  that  Meflage,  the  Houfe  fent  up  a  Bill,  giving  Tvoenty-fi-ve  Thoufand 
Pounds  to  the  King’s  Ufe,  wherein,  among  other  Things,  the  Clearing  of  Roads  for 
the  King’s  Service  was  provided  for.  But,  may  it  pleafe  the  Governor,  did  the  Com- 
miflioners  never  comply  with  their  Inftrudftions,  and  make  that  Eftimate  ?  Or,  if  they 
made  it,  did  the  Governor  never  lay  it  before  the  Houfe  ?  ’Tis  true  we  have  net  that 
Eftimate  now  in  our  Pofleflion  ;  it  was  returned  again  to  the  Governor  ;  but  we  all 
remember  the  Sum,  and  that  it  was  Eight  Hundred  Pounds.  If  it  was  indeed,  as  the 
Governor  fays  it  might  poflibly  be,  *  only  fome  Mens  private  Opinion,’  yet  it  was 
an  Efimate,  and  fent  to  us  by  the  Governor  ;  whether  made  by  the  Commiflioners,  or 
by  others,  we  have  not  laid  (tho’  we  think  it  was  by  the  Commiflioners)  nor  is  it  ma¬ 
terial  :  However,  we  have  remaining  in  the  Houfe  a  fubfequent  Letter  from  one  of  the 
Commiflioners,  to  the  Secretary,  dated  May  the  Third,  which  fays,  *  We  fent  you 
a  Draught  of  the  Road  both  to  the  Waters  of  the  Ychiogani  and  to  the  Camp,  with 
all  the  principal  Places  mark’d  that  occur’d  to  us,  with  the  Amount  of  the  Charges  of 
laying  cut  both,  and  an  Efimate  of  the  Expence  of  opening  and  bridging  the  Road  to 
the  Yobiogani  from  the  Tufcarora  Mountain  :  That  to  the  Camp  will  not  coft  fo  much 
in  Proportion  to  its  Length,  becaufe  it  is  hfs  hilly  ;  but  we  expert  Amendments  upon 
it,  fo  as  to  come  into  the  other  near  the  Top  of  Sideling  Hill,  and  avoid  two  Croflings 
of  Juniata,  and  alfo  to  cut  off  feveral  Miles  between  the  Devil's  Hole  and  the  Camp. 
Both  Roads  will  leave  little  of  Fifteen  Hundred  Pounds ;  for  it  is  impoflible  to  tell 
what  Expence  unexpe&ed  Occurrences  will  arife  to.’  By  this  it  appears,  that  an  Efi- 
mate  was  made  by  the  Commiflioners,  and  that  the  Governor  either  *  faw  or  heard 
‘  of  it’  Items  probable,  fince  he  fent  down  this  very  Letter  to  the  Hotife  3  at  leaft  he 
muft  have  heard  of  the  fecond  Efimate,  contained  in  this  Letter,  that  ‘  both  Roads 
‘  would  leave  little  of  Fifteen  Hundred  Pounds.'  The  Houfe  however  voted  ftill  to 
bear  the  Expence  of  cutting  both  Roads,  though  the  firft  Sum  was  nearly  doubled, 
and  the  Refufai  of  their  Bill  by  the  Governor  would  make  it  more  difficult  to  be  com¬ 
plied  with. - We  have  alfo  in  our  Hands  another  Letter  from  the  fame  Commifli- 

oner,  dated  fifteen  Days  after  the  former,  wherein,  after  more  Experience  in  the 
Work,  he  makes  a  third  Efimate,  judging  that  the  *  Expence  of  opening  both 
‘  Roads  will  be  little  under  Two  Thoufand  Pounds.'  This  Eftimate  the  Governor 
muft  furely  have  ‘  feen  or  heard  of,’  ftnee  the  Letter  is  to  himfelf,  and  by  him  laid 
before  us. — After  all  thel'e  Eftimates  gradually  riling  from  Eight  Hundred  to  Two 
Thoufand  Pounds,  the  Delign  of  opening  one  of  the  Roads  was  dropr,  the  intended 
Breadth  of  the  other  was  reduced  one  Third,  its  intended  Length  fhortened,  and  e- 
ven  that  Ihorter  Extent  never  compleated  ;  and  yet  though  it  was  fuppofed  we  had  paid 
near  Ow  Thoufand  Pounds  in  Money  and  Provisions,  we  were  given  tounderftand  that 
Five  Thoufand  Pounds  more  was  wanted.  Had  we  not  Reafon  to  he  furprifed  at  this  $ 
and  to  fulpeft  fome  Extravagance  in  the  Management  ? 

But  the  Governor  is  plealed  to  tell  us,  not  only  that  we  charged  him  with  an  Efti¬ 
mate  that  he  never  faw,  but  likewife  that  we  v  ‘  charged  him  with  a  Demand  that  he 
‘  never  made.’  We  happen,  however,  to  have  the  Original  Letter  from  his  Com¬ 
miflioners,  which  he  laid  before  the  Houfe  on  the  Ninth  of  Auguf,  wherein  are  thefe 
Words:  1  Shippenfourg,  Auguf  4,  1755.  Honoured  S;r,  We  have  appointed  a 
4  Meeting  of  the  Commiflioners  for  the  Roads  leading  to  the  Ohio,  at  this  Town  To- 
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*  day,  in  order  to  fail  upon  Meafures  to  provide  Money  for  the  Payment  of  the  La-  * 
«  bourers,  &c.  employed  in  the  Service  of  the  Roads ;  and  we  have  thought  of  this  ! 

*  Expedient  (with  Submillion  to  your  Honour’s  better  Judgment)  that  fome  Perfon  or 

*  Perfons  fliould  be  appointed  by  your  Honour  to  bring  up  Money,  and  to  be  fatisfied 
«  with  our  Settlement  of  the  Accounts. — We  cannot  at  prefent  inform  your  Honour 

*  of  the  juft  Sum  of  Money  that  will  be  wanted  for  the  above  Purpofe  ;  but  we  think 

*  it  will  amount  to  Five  Thoufand  Founds.  As  the  People  are  much  in  Want  of 
‘  Money,  vjejhonld  be  glad  hovjfoon  the  Money  can  be  fient,  &cd— This  Letter  was 
figned  by  the  fix  Commiffioners,  and  lent  down  to  the  Houfe  by  the  Governor;  to 
what  End,  unlefs  that  we  might  furnifh  him  with  the  Sum  required?  Yet  now’  he 
knows  nothing  of  this  Demand,  and  is  pleafed  to  fay,  *  it  could  not  have  been  then  ■  ‘ 

*  made  by  any  one,  becaufe  the  Accounts  were  not  come  in,’  as  if  a  Demand  in  Part 
was  a  Thing  impoffible,  before  a  Settlement.  The  Accounts  however  are  at  length 
come  in,  and  under  Examination,  and  it  will  now  foon  be  feen,  what  Caule  we  lhall 
have  to  commend  the  Governor’s  or  the  Commiffioners  Frugality  :  And  we  hope  we 

lhall  not  be  backward  to  do  it  Juftice.  j  1 

The  Governor’s  Judgment  of  our  Motives  to  engage  in  this  Work  of  opening  the 
Road?,  feems  to  us  a  very  uncharitable  one,  but  we  hope  to  find  more  equitable  Judg¬ 
ment  elfewhere.  We  are  obliged  to  him,  however,  for  owning  that  we  did  engage 
in  it  at  all.  For  as  he  is  pleafed  to  lay  it  down  as  a  Maxim  that  we  are  very  wicked 
People;  he  has  fhewn  in  otherlnftances,  when  we  have  done  any  Good/that  he  ‘ 
thinks  it  no  more  Injuftice  to  us  to  deny  the  Fails,  than  now  to  deny  the  Goodnefs  of 
our  Motives. —Fie  would  however  think  himfelf  ill  ufed,  if  any  Part  of  his  Zeal  in 
that  Affair  was  afcribed  to  the  Menaces  directed  to  him  ;  or  to  a  View  of  accommodate  1 
ing  by  the  new  Road  the  Lands  of  the  Proprietaries  new  Purchafe,  and  by  that  Means 
encreafing  the  Value  of  their  Eftate  at  our  Expence. 

The  Governor  is  next  pleafed  to  tell  us,  ‘  that  we  have  taken  great  Fains  to  infufe 

*  into  the  Minds  of  the  People,  particularly  the  Germans,  that  the  Government  have 

*  Defigns  to  abridge  them  of  their  Privileges,  and  to  reduce  them  to  a  State  of  Slave- 

*  ry.  That  this  may,  and  will  alienate  their  Affeftions  from  his  Majefty’s  Govern-  1 

*  ment,  and  deftroy  that  Confidence  in  the  Crown  and  its  Delegates,  which,  at  this 

*  Time,  is  particularly  neceflary,  and  render  all  the  Foreigners  among  us  very  indif- 

*  ferent  as  to  the  Succel's  of  the  French  Attempts  upon  this  Continent, &  as  they  cannot 

*  be  in  worfe  Circumftances  under  them,  than  we  have  taught  them  to  expea  from  the 

*  King’s  Government.’  And  a  little  lower  he  tells  us,  ‘  that  we  fcruple  not  to  ftir 

*  up  his  Majefty’s  Subjeas  againft  his  Government,  forgetting  all  Duty  to  our 
‘  Sovereign,  and  all  Decency  to  thole  in  Authority  under  him.’  Thefe  are  very  heavy 
Charges  indeed  !  But  can  the  Governor  poflibly  expea  that  any  body  will  believe 
them  ?  Can  he  even  believe  them  himfelf  ?  — We  can  indeed  truly  fay’  it  with  Confi¬ 
dence,  and  the  Governor  may,  if  he  pleafes,  call  it  *  our  ufual  Confidence ,’  that 
there  is  not  a  more  dutiful,  loyal  and  affeaionate  People  to  any  Prince  on  Earth,  than 
are  the  People,  not  only  of  this  Colony,  but  of  all  the  other  Britifb  Colonies  \n  Ame¬ 
rica,  to  the  beft  of  Kings,  his  prefent  Majefty  ;  and  we  cannot  therefore  forbear  to 
fay,  that  this  Charge  is  a  virulent  Calumny,  deftitute  of  all  Truth  and  Probability. 

But  what  mull  we  do  to  pleale  this  kind  Governor,  who  takes  fo  much  Pains  to  render 
us  obnoxious  to  our  Sovereign,  and  odious  to  our  Fellow  Subje&s  ?  Muftwe  bear  fi- 
lently  all  thefe  Abufes  ?  ’Tis  too  hard.  But  if  we  deny  his  Accufations,  and  prove 
them  falfe,  this  he  calls,  ‘  forgetting  all  Decency  to  our  Governor ;’  and  if  we  com¬ 
plain  of  his  Treatment,  that  is,  ‘  ftirring  up  his  Majefty’s  Subje&s  againft  his 
«  Government.’  No,  may  it  pleafe  the  Governor,  we  make  a  wide  Diftin6tion  be¬ 
tween  the  King’s  Government,  and  the  Governor’s  Condu6l ;  and  we  have  Reafon. 
Every  Deputy  Governor  is  not  the  Prince,  and  fome  are  very  indifferent  Reprefentatives 
of  him.  Every  Diflike  of  a  Governor  s  Behaviour  is  not  a  Diflike  of  Government  ; 
nor  every  Cenfure  of  a  Governor ,  Difaffe£lion  to  the  King.  And  indeed  the  more  a 
People  love  their  Prince  and  admire  his  Virtues,  the  lefs'they  muft  efteem  a  Governor 
who  affs  unlike  him. 

That  there  is  a  Defign  in  the  Proprietaries  and  Governor,  to  abridge  the  People  here  I 
of  their  Privileges,  is  no  Secret.  The  Proprietaries  have  avowed  it  in  their  Letter  to 
the  Houle,  dated  London.  March  z,  J741,  The Dodlrine  that  it  is  neceflary,  is  pub-, 
lickly  taught  in  their  Brief  State  ;  and  the  Governor  himfelf  has  told  us,  that  we  have 
more  than  is  futtable  for  a  dependent  Colony.  It  is  thefe  Proceedings  that  give  Jea- 
loufy  to  the  People,  but  do  pet  however  alienate  their  Affeaions  from  his  Majefifs 

Govern- 
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Crovemment,  though  they  may  from  the  Proprietaries.  Their  f  Confidence  in  the 
«  Crown’  is  as  great  as  ever  ;  but  when  the  Delegates  of  Power  are  continually  abuf- 
ing  and  calumniating  the  People,  it  is  no  wonder  if  they  lofe  all  «  Confidence’  in 
fuch  Delegates. 

The  Governor  can  think  himfelf  at  Liberty  to  tell  us,  That  *  we  ftir  up  hisMa- 

*  jelly’s  Subjects  againft  his  Majefty’s  Government,  forgetting  all  Duty  to  our 
Sovereign  ;’  and  yet  if  we  only  tell  him,  that  the  Difficulties  he  meets  with,  are  not 
owing  to  thofe  Caufes,  which  indeed  have  no  Exiftence,  but  to  his  own  Want  of  Skill 
and  Abilities  for  his  Station,  he  takes  it  extreamly  amifs,  and  fays,  ‘  we  forget  all 

*  Decency  to  thofe  in  Authority.’  We  are  apt  to  think  there  is  likewife  fome  Decency 
due  to  the  Affembly,  as  a  Part  of  the  Government,  and  though  we  have  not,  like  the 
Governor,  had  a  Courtly  Education,  but  are  plain  Men,  and  mult  be  very  imperfect 
in  our  Politenefs,  yet  we  think  we  have  no  Chance  of  improving  by  his  Example. 
Skill  and  Abilities  to  govern,  we  apprehend  fall  to  the  Share  of  few  ;  they  may  pof- 
fibly  be  acquired  by  Study  and  Practice,  but  are  not  infufed  into  a  Man  with  his  Corn- 
million  ;  he  may  without  them  be  a  wife  and  able  Man  in  other  Affairs,  and  a  very 
good  and  honed  Man  in  general.  But  thofe  ‘  who  dir  up  his  Majedy’s  Subjefits 
‘  againlt  his  Government,  and  forget  all  Duty  to  their  Sovereign,’  as  the  Governor 
fays  we  do,  mud  be  Traitors  and  Rebels,  a  Charafler  that  includes  the  highed  Folly 
with  thegreated  Wickednefs.  The  World  will  judge  which  of  thefe  Charges  is  mod 
decent,  as  well  as  mod  true,  and  we  fhall  leave  it  to  their  Judgment. 

The  Governor  is  pleafed  to  repeat  the  Charge  of  our  “  taking  upon  us  great  and 
“  mighty  Powers,"  and  to  fay,  Since  you  call  upon  me  to  particularize  them,  I /hall 
gratify  you.  — ■  -We  apprehend  it  is  rather  to  gratify  himlelf ;  for  led  thefe  Pat  ticu- 
lars  fhould  feem  to  be  brought  in  improperly,  the  Governor  fays,  we  call  upon  him  for 
them.  We  cannot  find  any  fuch  Call  in  our  Meffage  ;  but  if  there  were,  it  was  a 
very  unneceffary  One  5  for  the  Governor  has  fo  accudomed  us  to  find  fome  of  thefe 
Charges  in  almod  every  Meffage,  and  fo  delights  in  renewing  them,  after  repeated 
Refutations,  that  we  might  have  expelled  them  as  Matters  of  Courfe.  You  have  cre¬ 
ated  a  Paper  Currency  of  your  own,  See.  This  dale  Charge  was  fully  refuted  in  our 
Meffage  of  the  Seventeenth  of  May  lad,  and  now  repeated  without  taking  the  lead 
Notice  of  that  Refutation.  You  pay  your  own  Wages  cut  of  the  Provincial  Money,  when 
the  Law  requires  and  provides  for  their  being  paid  in  another  Manner.  This*  Charge 
is  prematuie,  as  we  have  not  yet  paid  ourfelves  any  Wages  out  of  any  Money.  We 
gave  the  Governor,  indeed,  Five  Hundred  Pounds  out  of  this  Provincial  Money,  tho’ 
the  Law  requires  and  provides  for  his  being  fupported  by  Licences  of  Publiek  Houfes, 
Fees,  &c.  but  that  he  might  be  fure  of  being  right,  he  took  both.  The  plain  State 
of  the  Matter  is  this  :  By  the  County  Levy  A61,  the  Commiflioners  and  Affeffors 
are  directed  “  to  adjud  and  fettle  the  Sum  and  Sums  of  Money  which  ought  OF  Ne- 
“  CESSITY  to  be  railed  yearly,  to  pay  for  Representatives  Service  in  General  Affetn- 
“  bly,  and  to  defray  the  Charges  of  building  and  Repairing  of  Court-Houfes,  Prifons, 
<£  Work-houfes,  Bridges  and  Cauleways,  and  for  dedroying  of  Wolves,  &c.  and  to 

“  lay  a  Tax  for  thefe  Purpofes.” . But  other  AFts  of  Affembly  having  dire6led 

that  the  Provincial  Money,  arifing  from  the  Loan-Office  and  Excife,  “  lhall  be 
“  difpofed  of  as  the  Affembly  of  this  Province  {hail  dire6l  and  appoint,”  former  Af- 
femblies  have,  for  many  Years  pall,  paid  Provincial  Charges,  and  the  Publiek  Sala¬ 
ries  out  of  that  Provincial  Money,  and  among  others,  their  own  fmall  Wages. 
Hence  it  happened,  that  the  Wages  being  otherways  paid,  the  Commiflioners  and 
Affeffors  found  no  Neceffity  of  railing  a  Tax  for  that  Purpofe,  and  therefore  have  not 
done  it,  being  no  more  obliged  to  do  it  without  fuch  Necejfty,  than  to  tax  for  build¬ 
ing  Court- houfes  when  they  have  them  already  built,  or  to  repair  them  when  they 

need  no  Repairs;  or  to  pay  for  Wolves  Heads  when  none  are  killed . As  to  the 

other  Charge  of  not  keeping  the  Borrowers  in  the  Loan- Office  llriilly  up  to  their  year¬ 
ly  Payments  as  the  Law  required,  we  beg  Leave  to  fay,  that  we  cannot  think  this 
Houfe  is  flriflly  accountable  for  all  the  Faults  of  their,  any  more  than  the  Governor 
for  the  Faults  of  his,  Predeceffors  ;  nor  that  every  Forbearing  to  execute  a  Law  is 
properly  called  difpenfing  with  Law.  If  it  were,  the  Executive  Power  in  moll  Go¬ 
vernments  is  greatly  chargeable  with  the  fame  Offence.  For  our  Parts,  whom  the 
Governor  is  pleafed  to  load  with  this  Charge,  we  did  in  May  lafl  exprefly  order  the 
Trullees  to  ufe  the  utmoft  of  their  Cate  and  Diligence  to  collefl  the  outllanding  Quo¬ 
ta’s,  and,  to  quicken  them,  drew  Orders  on  them  nearly  for  the  Amount  ;  but  as  a  te- 
vere  Execution  of  that  Law  would  in  fome  Cafes  have  been  extremely  injurious,  as  the 
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Evil  had  been  almoft  imperceptibly  growing,  and  gradually  Hole  upon  the  Affiembbe* 
in  a  long  Courfe  of  Years ;  and  as  a  fudden  Sale  of  all  delinquent  E  flares  to  recover  ' 
their  relpeftive  Quotas,  would  have  been  the  Ruin  of  many  ;  and  no  Depreciation  of  „ 
the  Money  or  other  confiderable  Inconvenience  has  followed  the  Forbearance,  we  con¬ 
ceive  that  f 01  met  Truflees  and  Affiemblies,  who  gamed  nothing  to  themfelves  by  this 
Indulgence  of  the  People,  tho’  not  free  from  Blame,  deferve  a  lefs  fevere  Cenfure  than 
ihe  Governor  is  difpofed  to  bellow  upon  them.  The  Charge  perhaps  amounts  to  little 
more  than  this,  that  they  did  not  exaft  from  the  People  the  Payments  that  by  Law 
they  ought  to  have  ex  ailed  ;  which  the  Governor  calls  difpenfing  with  a  Law :  They 
are  not,  however,  chargeable  with  Exacting  Money  from  the  \ People  which  by  Law 
they  had  no  Right  to  exatt,  as  we  apprehend  the  Governor  does,  in  the  Fees  for  Mar¬ 
riage  Licences,  by  which  many  Fhoufand  Pounds  have  been  drawn  from  the  Inhabitants 
of  this  Province.  If  this  be  not  difpenfing  with  Law,  ’tis  making  Law,  and  we  pre¬ 
fume  the  Governor  alone  has  no  more  Right  to  do  the  one,  than  the  AfTembly  alone  the 

other- . The  lalt  this  String  of  Charges,  “  that  we  have  taken  upon  us  to  admi- 

“  nifler  the  Affirmation  to  our  Clerk,  and  feveral  of  our  Members  not  Quakers"  is  a 
total  Mifake  in  Point  of  Fail.  As  an  Affembly  we  difclaim  any  Right  ofadminiftring 
either  an  Affirmation  or  an  Oath  ;  and  have  never  adminiflered  an  Oath  or  Affi.-ma- 
tion  to  our  Clerk,  or  any  Member;  but  whenever  an  Oath  or  Affirmation  is  admi- 
mflred  in  the  Houfe,  it  is  done  by  a  Juftice  of  the  Peace.  And  our  Members  are  al-  ' 
ways  qualified  according  to  Law, 

I  he  Governor  is  plealed  to  fay,  ‘  we  have  often  mentioned  what  we  have  done  to  i 

*  promote  the  Succefs  of  his  Majefly’s  Arms  under  General  Braddock:  We  own  that 
we  have  often  mentioned  this,  but  we  have  been  forced  to  it  by  the  Governor’s  affecting  1 
asoftenin  hisMeffages,  contrary  to  known  Fa£l,  that  w  t  had  done  nothing,  and  would*  ) 
go  nothing  of  that  Kind.  But  it  feems  we  take  to  ourfel-ves  the  Services  oj  particular  1 
Men,  in  which,  the  Governor  fays,  we  had  no  Hand  ;  and  adds,  ‘  that  had  we  in 

‘  Time  opened  the  proper  Roads,  raifecl  Men,  and  provided  Carriages,  and  necc-flary 
4  Provifions  for  the  Troops,  we  might  now  have  been  in  peaceable  Poffieffion  of  Fort  '■ 

*  Duquefne.  We  beg  Leave  to  afk  the  Governor,  Has  the  Body  no  Share  in  what  is 
done  by  its  Members  ?  Has  the  Houfe  no  Hand  in  what  is  done  by  its  Committees  ? 
Has  it  no  Hand  in  what  is  done  by  Virtue  of  its  own  Refolves  and  Orders  ?  Did  we  ; 
not,  many  Weeks  before  the  T roops  arrived,  vote  Five  Thoufand Pounds  for  purchahng  t 
freffi  Viiluals,  and  other  Necefiaries  for  their  Uie  ?  Did  we  not  even  borrow  Money  1 
on  our  own  Credit  to  purch.Te  thofe  Provifions  when  the  Governor  had  reje&ed  our  1 
Bill  ?  Will  the  Governor  deny  this,  when  he  himfelf  once  charged  it  upon  us  as  a  ; 
Crime  ?  _Were  not  the  Provifions  a&ually  pnrehafed  by  our  Committee,  the  full  Qnan-  > 
tity  required  by  the  Commiffiary,  and  carried  by  Land  to  Virginia  at  our  Expence,  even  1 
before  they  wer  e  wanted  ?  Did  the  Army  ever  want  Provifions,  till  they  had  abandon¬ 
ed  or  deftroyed  them  ?  Are  there  not  even  now  fome  Scores  of  Tons  of  it  lying  at  <t 
Fort  Cumberland  and  Conegochieg  ?  Did  the  Governor  ever  mention  the  Opening  of  in 
Roads  to  us  before  the  Eighteenth  of  March ,  though  the  Requifition  was  made  to  him  li] 
by  the  Quarter  Mailer  General  in  'January  ?  Did  we  not  in  a  few  Days  after  fend  him 
up  a  Bill  to  provide  for  the  Expence,  which  herefufed  ?  Did  not  the  Governor  proceed 
neverthelefs  to  appoint  Commiffioners,  and  engage  Labourers  for  opening  the  Road, 
whom  we  afterwards  agreed  to  pay  out  of  the  Money  we  happened  to  have  in  our 
Power  ?  Did  the  Work  ever  (lop  a  Moment  through  any  Default  of  ours  ?  Was  the  11 
Road  ever  intended  for  the  March  of  the  Troops  to  the  Ohio  ?  Was  it  not  merely  to  ?  i 
open  a  Communication  with  this  Province,  for  the  more  convenient  fupplying  them  i 
with  Provifions  when  they  fhould  be  arrived  there  ?  Did  they  wait  in  the  leall  for  this  o 
Road  ?  Had  they  not  as  many  Men  as  they  wanted,  and  many  from  this  Province  ?  |)i 
Were  they  not  more  numerous  than  the  Enemy  they  went  to  oppofe,  even  after  the  Ge¬ 
neral  had  left  near  Half  his  Army  fifty  Miles  behind  him  ?  Were  not  all  the  Carriages 
they  demanded,  being  One  Hundred  and  Fifty,  engaged,  equipf,  and  fent  forward 

in  a  lew  Days  after  the  Demand,  and  all  at  Wills's  Creek  many  Days  before  the  Army 
was  ready  to  march  ?  With  what  Face  then,  of  Probability,  can  the  Governor  un¬ 
dertake  to  fay,  4  'l  bat  had  we  in  “Time  opened  the  proper  Roads,  railed  Men,  and  . 
4  provided  Carriages,  and  neceffiary  Provifions  for  the  Troops,  we  might  now  have 

*  been  in  peaceable  Poffieffion  of  Fort  Duquefne  ?' 

The  Governor  is  plealed  to  doubt  our  having  fuch  Letters  as  we  mentioned;  wears 
therefore,  in  our  own  Vindication,  under  a  Neceffity  of  quoting  to  him  fome  Parts  of 
them  j  and  will  fliew  him  the  Originals  whenever  he  (hall  pleafe  to  require  it.  The 

General’s 
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General’s  Secretary,  in  his  Letter  of  the  Tenth  of  May  to  one  of  our  Members  (who* 
in  Purfuance  of  a  Refolve  of  the  Houfe  for  the  Service  of  the  Army,  waited  on  the 
General  at  Frederic,  and  there  occafionally  undertook  the  furnifhing  of  Waggons* 
which  he  performed  with  the  Affiltance  of  fome  other  Members  of  the  Committee* 
and  for  that,  and  other  Services  to  the  Troops,  received  the  Thanks  of  the  Houfe  at 
his  Return)  fays,  ‘  You  have  done  us  great  Service  in  the  Execution  of  the  Bufinefs 
‘  you  have  kindly  undertaken  ;  and  indeed  without  it,  I  don't  fee  how  the  Service 

*  could  have  been  carried  on,  as  the  Expeditions  from  Maryland  have  come  to  no- 
4  thing.’  And  again,  in  hU  Letter  of  May  the  Fourteenth,  4  The  General  orders 

*  me  to  acquaint  you  that  he  is  greatly  obliged  to  you,  for  the  great  Care  and  Readi- 

*  nel's  with  which  you  have  executed  theBuiinefs  you  undertook  for  him.  At  your 
‘  Requeft  he  will  with  Pleafure  difcharge  the  Servants  that  may  have  inlifted  in  the 

*  Forces  under  his  Command,  or  any  others  for  whom  you  may  defire  a  Difcharge  ; 

*  and  defires  that  you  would  tor  that  Purpofe  lend  him  their  Names.’  And  again,  in 
his  Letter  ot  May  the  Twentieth,  4  I  have  only  Time  to  thank  you  once  more,  in 
‘  the  Name  of  the  General  and  every  body  concerned,  for  the  Service  you  have  done  j 

*  which  has  been  conduced  throughout  with  the  greateft  Prudence  and  molt  generous 

*  Spirit  for  the  Publick  Service.’  The  General’s  own  Letter,  dated  the  Twenty-ninth 
of  May,  mentions  and  acknowledges  the  Provifions  4  given  by  the  Pennlylvanian 
4  Ajfemblf  [though  the  Governor  will  allow  us  to  have  had  4  no  Hand’  in  it]  and 
fays,  4  Your  Regard  for  his  Majelty’s  Service,  and  Affiltance  to  the  prelent  Expe- 
4  dition,  deferve  my  fincereft  Thanks,’  &c.~ Colonel  Dunbar  writes,  in  his  Letter  of 
May  the  Thirteenth,  concerning  the  Prefent  of  Refrelhments,  and  Carriage  Horfes 
lent  up  for  the  Subalterns,  4  lam  defined  by  all  the  Gentlemen,  whom  the  Com- 

*  mittee  have  been  fo  good  as  to  think  of  in  fo  genteel  a  Manner,  to  return  them  their 
4  hearty  Thanks.'  And  again,  on  the  Twenty-firft  of  May,  <  Your  kind  Prefent  is 

*  now  all  arrived,  and  lhall  be  equally  divided  To-morrow  between  Sir  Peter  Halkei's 
4  Subalterns  and  mine,  which  I  apprehend  will  be  agreeable  to  the  Committee's  Intent. 
4  This  I  have  made  known  to  the  Officers  of  both  Regiments,  who  unanimouily  de- 
4  fire  me  to  return  their  generous  Benefactors  their  moft  hearty  Thanks,  to  which  bs 
4  pleafed  to  add  mine,  @c.'  and  Sir  Peter  Halket,  in  his  of  the  Twenty-third  of  May , 
fays,  4  The  Officers  of  my  Regiment  are  molt  fenfible  of  the  Favours  conferred  on 
4  the  Subalterns  by  your  Affejnbly,  who  have  made  them  fo  well-timed  and  fo  handfome 
4  a  Prefent.  At  their  Requeft  and  Defire  I  return  their  Thanks,  and  to  the  Acknow- 
4  ledgments  of  the  Officers,  beg  Leave  to  add  mine,  which  you,  I  hope,  wili  do  me 
4  the  Favour  for  the  whole  to  offer  to  the  Ajfembly,  and  to  affure  them  that  we  ffiall  on 
4  every  Occalion  do  them  the  Juftice  due  tor  1b  leafonable  and  well  judged  an  ACt  of 
4  Generofity.’  There  are  more  of  the  fame  Kind,  but  thefe  may  fuffice  to  ffiew,  that 
we  had  4  l'ome  Hand  in  what  was  done,’  and  that  we  did  not,  as  the  Governor  fup- 
pofes,  deviate  from  the  Truth,  when,  in  our  juft  and  neceffary  Vindication  againft  his 
groundlefs,  cruel,  and  repeated  Charge,  4  that  we  had  refufed  the  proper,  neceffary 
4  and  timely  Affiltance  to  an  Army  fent  to  protebl  the  Colonies,’  we  alledged  4  that 
4  we  had  fupplied  that  Army  plentifully  with  all  they  alkedof  us,  and  more  than  all, 
4  and  had  Letters  from  the  late  General,  and  other  principal  Officers,  acknowledging 
4  our  Care,  and  thanking  us  cordially  for  our  Services.’  —  If  the  General  ever  wrote 
differently  of  us  to  the  King’s  Minifters,  it  mult  have  been  while  he  was  under  the  firft 
Jmpreflions  given  him  by  the  Governor  to  our  Difadv3ntage,  and  before  he  knew  us; 
and  we  think  with  the  Governor,  that  if  he  had  lived,  he  was  too  honeft  a  Man  not 
to  have  retraced  thole  nfiftaken  Accounts  of  us,  and  done  us  ample  Juf¬ 
tice.  — — 

The  Governor  concludes  with  telling  us,  that  4  if  our  Minutes  be  examined  for 
4  Fifteen  Years  part,  in  them  will  be  found  more  frivolous  Controverfies,  unparaliel- 
4  led  Abufes  of  Governors,  and  more  Undutifulnefs  to  the  Crown,  than  in  all  the  reft 
4  of  his  Majefty’s  Colonies  put  together.’  The  Minutes  are  printed,  and  in  many 
Hands,  who  may  judge  on  examining  them  whether  any  Abufes  of  Governors  and 
Undutifulnefs  to  the  Crown  are  to  be  found  in  them.  Controverfies ,  indeed,  there  are 
too  many  ;  but  as  our  Affemblies  are  yearly  changing,  while  our  Proprietaries,  dur¬ 
ing  that  Term,  have  remained  the  fame,  and  have  probably  given  their  Governors  the 
fame  InftruCtions,  we  muft  leave  others  to  guefs  from  what  Root  it  is  moft  likely  that 
fcfiofe  Controverfies  rtiould  continually  fpring.  As  to  frivolous  Controverfies,  we  ne¬ 
ver  had  fo  many  of  them  as  fince  our  prelent  Governor’s  Adminiftration,  and  all  railed 
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by  nimfelf  ;  and  we  may  venture  to  fay,  that  during  that  one  Year,  fcarce  yet  eypir 
eti,  there  have  been  more  ‘  unparallelled  Abufes’ of  this  People,  and  their  Repre 
lentatives  in  Affembly,  than  in  all  the  Years  put  together,  fince  the  Settlement  of  tin 
Province. 

We  are  now  to  take  our  Leave  of  the  Governor  ;  and  indeed,  fince  he  hopes  nc 
Good  from  us,  nor  we  from  him,  ’tis  Time  we  fhould  be  parted.  If  cur  Conftitu 
ents  difapprove  our  Cqnduft,  a  few  Days  will  give  them  an  Opportunity  of  changing 
us  by  a  new  Eleilion  ;  and  could  the  Governor  be  as  foon  and  as  eafily  changed,  Penn- 
fylnjanta  would,  we  apprehend,  deferve  much  lei's  the'Charafter  he  gives  it,  of  an  un¬ 
fortunate  Country. 


Extract  from  the  Vot  e  s  of  A  S  S  E  M  B  L  Y,  Sept.  29,  i/5v 

4» 

JThe  Speaker  read  to  the  Houle  a  Paper  Containing  fome  Authorities  relating  to  the 
Rights  of  the  Commons  of  Great-Britain  over  Money  Bills ,  and  in  Support  of  the 
Bill  paffed  by  this  Iioufe  for  granting  Fifty  ’Thoufand Pounds  to  the  King's  Ufe,  fo  far 

as  the  laid  Bill  relates  to  the  Taxing  the  Proprietaries  Eftate  within  this  Province. - 

And  the  Speaker  being  requefted  by  the  Houfe  to  let  the  fame  be  entered  upon 
the  lyiinutes,  contented  thereto  ;  and  it  accordingly  follows  in  thefe  Words,  viz. 

'T'HE  Governor,  in  his  MefTage  of  the  Thirteenth  of  Augufl  laft,  afferts,  '  That 
1  as  our  Proprietaries  (being  hereditary  Governors  of  this  Province)  have  noVote 
in  chufing  Reprefentatives  in  the  Affembly,  therefore  it  is  not  confident  with  the  Britijb 
Conlf itution  that  their  Elfates  here  fhould  be  liable  to  pay  Taxes.’  And  in  Aniwer  to 
the  Privilege  we  claim,  of  having  our  Bills  granting  Supplies  paffed  as  they  are  ten¬ 
dered,  without  Alterations,  the  Governor  in  his  MefTage  of  the  Twenty-fourth  In- 
flant  fays,  that  this  Claim  is  not  warranted  by  Charter  ;  to  which  the  Houfe  very  juft- 
I  v  1  eplied  on  the  Twenty-ninth,  4  that  the  Charter  gives  us  all  the  Powers  and  Pri¬ 
vileges  of  an  Affembly,  according  to  the  Rights  of  the  Free-born  Subjects  of  England ,  1 
and  as  is  ufuai  in  any  of  the  King’s  Plantations  in  America.  If  the  Free-born  Subjects  [ 
of  England  do  not  exercife  this  Right,  and  it  is  not  ulual  in  any  of  the  King's  Planta-  ) 
tions  in  America ,  then  we  are  in  the  Wrong  to  claim  it,  and  the  Governor  is  in  the  [ 
Right  in  denying  it.’  f,  i 

The  Governor  in  the  Beginning  of  his  Administration  has  folemnly  promifed, 

*  that  he  would  upon  all  Qccaiions  be  fludious  to  protect  the  People  committed  t<~‘  his  t 
Charge  in  all  their  civil  and  religious  Privileges.’  So  far  then,  as  thefe  Privileges  be-  1 
long  to  the  People  and  their  Reprefentatives,  from  known  Fails  and  unexceptionable 
Authorities,  fo  far  the  Governor  muft  have  failed  of  his  Promife  in  the  Proteilion  we 
have  a  Right  to  from  the  Duty  of  his  Station,  and  our  Charters,  and  the  Laws  of  this 
Province. 

The  Prailice  of  the  other  Plantations  in  America,  and  particularly  very  late  Inftances 
of  his  Majefly’s  Colony  of  Nenxs-Tork,  on  Money  Bills,  are  againlt  the  Governor; 
but  I  fhall  chufe  to  confine  myfelf  to  the  Rights  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  which 
we  are  entitled  by  our  Provincial  Charter,  confirmed  by  a  Law  paffed  in  the  fourth 
Year  of  the  late  Queen  Anne,  for  afeertaining  the  Number  of  Members  of  Afiem- 
bly,  &c.  which  enaits,  in  the  Words  of  the  Charter,  ‘  That  the  Reprefentatives 
chol'en  and  met  according  to  the  Directions  of  that  A 61,  fhall  have  Power  to  chufe  a 
Speaker,  and  other  their  Officers  ;  and  fhall  he  Judges  of  the  Qualifications  and  E- 
3e6tions  of  their  own  Members,  fit  upon  their  own  Adjournments,  appoint  Com¬ 
mittees,  prepare  Bills  in  order  to  pals  into  Laws,  impeach  Criminals,  and  redrefs 
Grievances  ;  and  fhall  have  aH  other  Powers  and  Privileges  of  Affembly  according  to 
the  Rights  of  the  Free-born  Subjefls  of  England,  and  as  is  ufuai  in  any  of  the  Queen’s 
x  Plantations  in  America ,’  The  Houfe  of  Commons  then  do  claim. 


Ch.  Com. 
Deb.  Voi.  irr. 
Page  3 1 1,  &c. 

Jour.  H.  Com. 
Voi.  XIII. 
Rage  684. 


by  the  Law  and  Ul'age  of  Parliament,  the  Right  of  determining 
their  own  Eleftiotts,  and  confequently,  and  necefffarily,  the  Right 
of  the  Eleflcts  to  vote  ;  and  in  virtue  of  this  Right  Ur  appears  by 
the  journal  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  Voi.  XIII,  Page  326,  that 
no  Peer  of  the  Realm  hath  any  Right  to  give  his  Vote  in  the  Eleflion 
of  any  Member  to  ferve  in  Parliament.  The  fame  was  again  unani- 
niouiiy  refolved  in  the  Beginning  of  the  fixth  and  laft  Parliament  of 
King  William  III.  with  an  additional  Refolve,  (  That  for  any 
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Lord  of  Parliament-,  or  any  Lord  Lieutenant  of  any  County  to  concern 
in  the  Ele&ions  of  Members  to  ferye  for  the  Commons  in  Pailia- 
ment,  the  fame  is  a  high  Infringement  of  the  Liberties  and  Piivi- 
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themfelves 


Id.  Vol.  XIV. 

Page  4. 


Ch.  Com, 
Deb.  Vol.  III. 
Page  330. 
Jour.  H.  Com. 
Vol.  IX. 

Page  410. 


Jour.  H.  Com, 
Vol.  IX. 

Page  509. 


Ch.  Com. 
Deb.  &  Jour. 
H.  Com.  Vol. 
XIV.  Page 
X9S. 


leges  of  the  Commons  of  England .”  The  fame  unanimous  Rel'olves 
appear  in  the  firft  Pailiameni  of  Queen  Anne,  and  in  the  Begin¬ 
ning  of  every  Parliament  to  the  Ninth  of  King  George,  where 
our  Journals  end.  And  it  is  a  Handing  Order  of  the  Houle  of  Com¬ 
mons,  “  That  no  Peer  hath  a  Vote  in  the  Eleftion  of  a  Commo¬ 
ner  Neverthelefs  the  Commons  after t,  “  That  the  Grant  ot  all 
Aids  to  the  King  is  by  the  Commons,  and  that  the  I  erms,  C<>n  'i- 
tions,  Limitations  and  Qualifications  of  In;  h  Grants  have  been  made 
by  the  Commons  only.”  And  upon  a  particular  O  der  to  a  Com- 
nvittee  30  Car.  II.  that  they  fhould  prepare  and  draw  up  a  State  of  tire  Right  of  the 
Commons  in  granting  of  Money,  and  how  thole  Rights  might  be  affcrted  :  X  he 
Houle  of  Commons,  upon  their  Report,  rd’olve  “  that  all  Aids  and 
Supplies,  and  Aids  to  his  Majefty  in  Parliament,  are  the  foie  Gift 
of  the  Commons  ;  and  all  Bills  for  the  granting  any  (uch  Aids  and 
Supplies,  ought  to  begin  with  the  Commons  ;  and  that  it  is  the  un¬ 
doubted  and  foie  Right  of  the  Commons,  to  direft,  limit  and  ap-  _  _  . 

point  in  fuch  Bills,  the  Ends,  Purpofes,  Considerations,  Conditions,  Limitations 
and  Qualifications  of  fuch  Grants,  which  ought  not  to  be  changed  or  altered  by  the 
Houle  of  Lords.”  The  Houle  of  Commons  have  been  always  extreamjy  careful  of 
this  valuable  Right,  as  upon  the  Bill  for  an  additional  Duty  on  Coffee,  &c.  ijt  of 
William  and  Mary  ;  and  the  Bill  for  the  Sale  of  the  forfeited  Eftates  in  Irelanu s 
and  indeed  upon  all  Occafions  upon  Money  B  11s. 

Upon  the  Bill  for  appointing  Commiflioners  to  examine  and  (fate 
the  Publick.  Accounts,  “  the  Houle  of  Commons  were  fully  fenfi- 
ble,  and  thought  the  Bill  fo  ufeful  at  that  Tim?,  as  could  not  be 
fufficiently  expreffed  ;  yet  nothing  could  be  or  greater  Importance 
to  the  Publick  than  the  Maintaining  tire  juft  and  dilfinff  Rights  and 
Privileges  which  each  Elfate  of  the  Kingdom  enjoyed  according  to 
their  Conftitution  ;  that  the  Lords  had  many  high  Privileges  to  recommend  their 
Lordfhips  to  the  Favour  of  their  Prince,  and'to  fupport  their  Figure  in  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  but  the  Commons  had  little  befides  that  One  of  giving  Money  and  granting 
Aids,  which  was  their  undoubted  and  inherent  Right,  and  therefore  every  a.  hing 
that  intrenched  upon  that  the  Commons  might  be  allowed  to  be  extreamty  jea¬ 
lous  of.”  _ 

As  it  would  be  dangerous  to  proceed  in  the  Sui  je£l  now  before  us  without  Autho¬ 
rities,  I  fhall  add  the^Continuation  of  Rapin'}  Hijlary  of  England,  by  Tiridaf  Vo!. 
III.  Page  Z31.  and  the  Record  relating  to  the  fame  Conti  overfy  between  the  Houle  of 
Lords  and  Commons,  as  it  lies  upon  tire  Journals  of  the  Commons,  in  the  fouith  oci- 
fion  of  Rmg  William’s  fecond  Parliament, 

Tmdal  lays,  That  the  Lords  added  a  Cl  nife  to  the  Money  Bill  fent  up  by  the  Com¬ 
mons,  by  which  they  taxed  themfelves.  That  Claul’e  was  difagreed  to  by  the  Com¬ 
mons,  Ncmine  Contmdicente,  as  an  Encroachment  on  their  Righs  in  the  Article  ot 
giving  Money,  and  lent  to  the  Lords  to  defire  a  Conference  thereupon  ;  to  whom  they 
reprelented,  “  That  the  Commons  had  diiagreed'to  the  Claufe  added  by  theii  Loid- 
fhips  to  the  Money  Bill,  as  be  «  g  a  notorious  Encroachment  upon  the  Rights  or  the 
Houle  of  Commons  to  order  and  fettle  all  Matters  relating  to  the  Giving  of  Money, 
which  their  Anceftors  had  been  fo  jealous  of  ;  that  they  thought  it  a  Diminution  or 
this  their  fundamental  Piivilege  to  give  their  Lord  fir  ips  any  Reafon  for  luppoiting  1.  ; 
and  their  Lordflnps,  after  a  long  De'bate,  relolved  to  recede  from  the  laid  Claule  bv 
fo  great  a  Majoiity,  that  the  Houle  did  not  divide  upon  it  and 

II  C 1  if  U  f  C  • 

On  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  it  appears,  “  That 
the  Lords  had  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intituled,  An  ASt  for  granting  to 
their  Makflies  an  Aid  of  Four  Shillings  in  the  Pound,  C  c  with 
an  Amendment.  Provided,  neverthelefs,  that  all  and  everv  the  reers  t.iat  aie  to  .  e 
rated  by  Virtue  of  this  Aft,  for  their  Offices  or  perfonal  Eftate,  fliail  be  rated  by 
Thomas  Earl  of  Pembroke,  Lord  Privy  Seal,  George  Marquis  of  Haihfax,  WiUtam, 
Earl  of  Devon,  Loid  Steward  of  the  Hon fh old,  Charles,  Earl  of  Shrevsbury,  &c.  &c. 
or  any  five  of  them,  and  not  other wife  ;  and  Hull  not  be  lubje&ed  to  the  Imptilon- 

G  e  z  lut;nt 


fo  dropped  the 

Vol.  X,  Page 
7S0. 
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ment  of  his  or  their  Perfoas,  any  Thing  in  this  Aft  contained  to  the  contrary  notwith- 

3i°P  3nd  'f by.  declared>  that  ,he  Several  Rates  and  Taxes 
to  which  the  Loids  and  Peers  of  this  Realm  fhall  be  liable,  by  Virtue  of  this  Aft 

iha  !  ^  TXf  by  3  CkoIlea°.r.to  be  n°minated  by  the  Peers ;  which  faid  Colleflor 
lhall  caufe  the  fame  r°  be  paid  into  h.s  Ma jelly’s  Receipt  of  Exchequer,  on  or  before 

Kn.Jr  y  ^  u‘y,  °Tf  Mfr-b>  And  the  Qneftion  being  put,  that  the 

Houle  do  agree  wuh  -he  Lords  m  the  laid  Amendment  ?  It  paffed  in  the  Negative. 

Wd^l  ry  f °fthe,H,?Ure’  S,'r  Ctar&*  reP°,ted  the  Reafons  to  be  of- 

fe  ed  at  a  Conference  with  the  Lords,  “  That  the  Right  of  granting  Supplies  to  the 

Crown  1S  m  the  Commons  alone  as  an  eflentiai  Part  of  their  Conftitution,  and  the 
Limitation  of  all  fuch  Grants,  as  to  the  Matter,  Manner,  Meafure  and  Time  is 
only  in  them,  which  is  Jo  well  known  to  be  fundamentally  fettled  in  them,  that  to 
give  Reafons  for -  it,  has  been  efteemed  by  our  Anceftors  to  be  a  weakening  of  that 
Right,  and  the  Claufe  fent  down  by  their  Lordlhips  was  a  manifeft  Violation  there- 
ol:  And  an  Amendment  being  propofed  to  leave  out  “  Violation,"  and  infert 

vJolfZ  HoJfe  ’  thgiameWaS>  UP°n  Qneftion  put  thereupon,  agreed 

2d.  ib.  Page  (e  A"d  a[ter  reveral_  Conferences  Mr.  Attorney- General  reported, 
7# 4..  1  hat  tlle,r  Lordlhips  did  not  infill  upon  their  Provifoes.”  * 

*  l  j  ..  ,  p!orn  thefe  Records  and  Authorities,  as  well  as  known  Fa£ls, 
i  apprehend  it  dearly  appears,  that  the  Lords  do  not  vote  in  the  Eledion  of  a  Com- 
moner  to  ferve  in  Parliament,  nor  intermeddle  therein.  And  that 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  have  a  Right  in  Money  Bills,  that  they  are 
to  be  aflented  to  or  rejefted  by  the  Lords  without  Alterations  or 
Amendments, I  will  now  add  fuch  other  Ads  and  Authorities  as  may 
further  fhew  that  the  King’s  Fee  Farm  Rents,  the  Palaces  of  St. 
James  s,  Whitehall,  Somerfet-houfe,  &c.  and  the  Regalities  of  Wales 
and  Chejler,  and  even  the  Civil  Lift  Revenue,  are,  and  have  been 

Publick  Ufes.  °CCjfl0nally  fubJeaed  to  be  charged  by  Ads  of  Parliament  for  the 

It  is  well  known,  that  before  the  Revolution  the  whole  (landing  Income  of  the 

Pnnt  WaS  in  the  Pr0w,er  and  Difpofal  of  the  Crown  ;  and  was  cal- 

Cont’  led  the  Revenue  of  the  Crown;  there  was  then  no  Diflindion  of 

Vap,  what  was  to  be  allotted  to  the  King’s  Ufe,  and  what  for  the  Ser- 

p  ,  v  ,  ,Vi£e  °j  fthe  Publick,  by  which  Means  the  Kmg  might  referve  what 
"  art  ie  tbouSbt  fit  f°r  own  Defigns,  and  employ  no  more  than  he  pleafed  for  the 

*  The  Editor  takes  the  Liberty  of  adding  in  this  Note  the  following  Authorities, 
rhe  Commons  in  1700  having  tack’d  or  confolidated  the  Land-Tax  and  Irifli- Forfeiture 
3"d  *jOrds  ,havmS  return’d  the  fame  with  certain  Amendments,  the  Commons  re¬ 
adied  the  .aid  Amendments  for  the  following  Reafons,  viz.  «  For  that  all  Aids  and  SuDufes 

::  srs  1 h  d Majefty- in  rpf  rfnt>  r* the  fole  ana  entire  cift  °f  the  ^  #  2 

Ho, I  d  d  ^t6  SoanunSrfuCuh  ^RS  and  SuPP!les  b'gi«  with  the  Commons,  Co  it  is  the  un- 

«  d  anr  R!?,ht  of  the  Commons  to  dired,  limit  and  appoint,  in  fuch  Bills,  the  Ends 

and  Purpofes,  Confnlerat.ons,  Limitations,  and  Qualifications  of  fuch  Grants ;  which  ou-ht 
not  to  be  chang  d  or  alter’d  by  your  Lordlhips.  This  is  well  known  to  be  fuch  a  Funda- 
‘  mental  Right  ot  the  Commons,  That  to  give  Reafons  f  r  it  has  been  elleem’d  by  our  Ancef- 

tors  to  be  a  weakening  of  that  Right,”  &c - And  tho’  the  Lords  at  a  farther  Conference 

flremioully  contended  for  their  faid  Amendments,  in  Oppofition  to  thefe  Reafons  •  the  Com 

ZZtt  V  ’  ".df'e,‘  ‘1=  ,hdr  to  *topc  in  the  Croft,  o r ,e J  °£,  ■ 

thought  fit.  -  After  which  the  Reader  need  not  be  told  what  was  the  Iffue.  ’  ^ 

«  -A  traa  from  the  Report  of  a  free  Conference  between  the  two  Houles,  Feb.  7702-7 

«  fometime^afleCH1-  ^.Ianiler  fsn’,nS  Aids  was  by  Indenture/to  which  Conditions*  were 
„  aIh  h  d  ’  the  fords  only  gave  their  Confent,  without  making  any  Alteration  • 

«  Inftances  s  n-f1  End  ofH*0'  the  in  feme 

«,  the  Lord’  ^AH  y  erLTfl  lhat  m  the  fa“  Record>  caJLd  the  Indempnitv  of 
„  |-he  L°rds  and  Commons^  fettled  by  the  Kmg,  Lords  and  Commons,  on  a  moft  folemn 

-  ;"d  Aid-  «***  <i» 


See  Bp.  War- 
refer' s  Cafe. 
Jour.  H.  Com. 
Vol.  XIV. 
Page  37 .  et 
alibi. 


^  and  only  qftnred  to  by  the  Lords.  *  juuucrn  rracuce  is,  to  omit  tiie  Lords  out  of  the 

„  Ciantmg,  and  name  them  Parties  only  to  the.Enatting  Claufe  of  Aids  granted  to  the  Crown  • 
c<  ? .  whlcJl  the,r  Lordfbips  have  always  concurred,  and  on  Conferences6  departed  from  their 
Attempts  of  petty  Alterations  in  Adds  relating  thereunto.  That  if  then  all  Aids  be  by  the 

“  “■*  “d 

Tur- 
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Porpofes  of  the  Nation  :  Accordingly  it  was  found,  after  the  Reftoraticn,  the  Pub- 
lick  Revenue  had  been  conftantly  embezzled,  and  immenfe  Sums  very  often  funk 
without  heing  applied  to  the  Ufes  for  which  they  were  granted  ;  it  was  therefore  wife¬ 
ly  concerted,  after  the  Revolution,  for  the  Security  of  the  Nation  from  perpetual  Mil- 
applications  of  the  Publick  Money,  to  allot  a  feparate  Income  for  the  Maintenance 
of  the  King’s  Houlhold,  and  the  Support  of  his  Dignity,  which  is  now  called  the  Ci¬ 
vil  Lift,  and  to  put  the  reft  of  the  Publick  Revenues  entirely  under  the  Command  of 
the  Parliament. 

It  was  not  till  the  Ninth  and  Tenth  of  William  III.  that  the  Civil  Lift  was  fet¬ 
tled  upon  the  King  for  Life,  though  he  had  earneftly  defired  it,  and  had  fubjefted 
that  Revenue  to  be  charged  to  the  Ules  of  the  War.  And  on  the  Opening  of  the  third 
Seffions  of  the  third  Parliament,  when  they  did  fettle  it  upon  him  during  his  Maje- 
fty’s  Life,  the  King  tells  them,  “  That  the  Revenues  of  the  Crown  had  been  lo  an¬ 
ticipated  by  Iris  Confent  for  Publick  Ules,  that  he  was  wholly  deftitute  of  Means  to 
fupport  the  Civil  Lift:”  Neverthelefs,  by  an  Aft  of  the  Twelfth  and  Thirteenth 
William  III.  Three  Thoufand  Seven  Hundred  Pounds  a  Week  (as  the  Neceftity  of 
the  Publick  Affairs  required  it)  was  taken  out  of  that  Revenue  “  to  be  applied  and 
difpofed  of  to  and  for  the  Publick  Ufes  during  his  Majefty’s  Life,”  By  an  Ail 
granting  an  Aid  to  her  Majefty  by  a  Land  Tax,  palled  in  the  firft  Year  of  the 
Reign  of  Queen  Anne,  for  carrying  on  the  War  againft  Prance ,  the 
Receivers  ot  the  chief  Rents  of  her  Majefty,  and  of  the  Queen  Dowa-  Ch.  1.  §  33. 
ger,  and  the  Receivers  of  any  Perfms  claiming  under  the  Crown 
were  enjoined  under  fevere  Penalties  to  deduft  their  Taxes  of  Four  Shillings  in  the 
Pound  out  of  the  faid  Rents,  and  in  like  Manner  the  Fee  Farm  Rents  of  the  Crown, 
the  Palaces  of  St.  James's,  Whitehall ,  Windfor-Caflle ,  and  Somerfet-boufe,  &c.  arc 
fubjefted  to  the  Land  Tax  through  all  the  lucceeding  Afts  of  Par¬ 
liament.  By  an  Aft  of  the  Firft  of  King  George,  intituled.  An 
AH  to  enable  his  Majejly  to  grant  the  R.egalities  of  North-  Wales, 

South- Wales,  and  County  of  ChelFr,  to  his  Royal  Phghnefs  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  &c.  it  is  enafted,  “  That  it  (hall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  King’s  rooft  excellent  Majefty,  by  Letters  Patent,  &c.  to  give  and  grant  unto  his 
faid  Royal  Highnefs  all  the  laid  Honours,  Caftles,  &c.  within  the  Counties  of  Flint, 
Denby,  Montgomery ,  Carnarvon,  Sec.  and  the  County  Palatine  of  Cheftpr,  and  every 
or  any  of  them,  which  do  now  belong  to  his  Majefty,  his  Heirs  and  Succefiors,  &c. 
— --fo  neverthelefs  that  the  fame  do  not  extend  to  any  Taxes,  Aids  or  Revenues 
whatfoever  granted  or  to  be  granted  to  the  Crown  by  Parliament,  to  or  for  any  Pub¬ 
lick  Ufe  or  Ufes  whatfoever  ;  to  have  and  to  hold  the  faid  Honours,  Caftles,  Lord- 
Ihips,  Manors,  Meftuages,  Lands,  Tyrh'es,  Tenements,  Rents,  Hereditaments, 
Pofffcffions  and  Premiles,  fo  to  be  granted  as  aforefaid  unto  him  the  faid  Prince,  and 
his  Fleirs,  Kings  of  Great -Britain  •,  fubjeft,  neverthelefs,  to  fuch  annual  and  other 
Payments  and  Incumbrances  as  are  legally  charged  thereupon,  or 
ulually  l'atisfied  out  of  the  Revenues  of  the  fame.”  And  upon  a 
Computation  of  the  Revenues  of  the  late  Prince  of  Wales,  in  the 
Year  1736,  when  the  Land  Tax  was  at  Two  Shillings  in  the  Pound, 
the  Deduftions  were  Five  Thoufand  Pounds  a  Year  for  the  Land 
Tax  upon  Fifty  Thoufand  Pounds,  the  Six-penny  Duty  to  the  Civil 
Lift,  and  the  Fees  payable  at  the  Exchequer,  about  Two  Thoufand 
Pounds  more  ;  fo  that  his  nett  Revenue  on  the  Fifty  Thoufand  Pounds 
a  Year,  allowed  him  by  the  King,  would  not  amount  to  moie  than 
Forty-three  Thoufand  Pounds  yearly,  belides  his  Dutchy  of  Cornwall. 
mate  we  fee  tfie  Royal  Family,  for  what  they  received  out  of  the  Civil  Lift,  were 
fubjeft  to  Parliamentary  Taxes,  until  it  was  otherwife  provided  by  particular  Afts  ; 
and  indeed  by  the  Seventh  and  Eighth  of  William  III.  Chap.  t7,  Seft.  11,  it  is 
enafted,  “  That  no  Letters  Patent,  granted  by  the  King’s  Majefty,  or  any  of  Iris 
Royal  Predeceffors,  &c.  lhall  be  conftrued  or  taken  to  exempt  any  Perfon,  City, 
Borough,  &c.  or  any  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  fame,  from  the  Burden  and  Charge 
of  any  Sum  or  Sums  of  Money  granted  by  the  Aft  ;  and  all  Non  objlantes,  in  fuch 
Letter  Patent  made,  or  to  be  made,  in  Bar  of  any  Aft  or  Afts  of  Parliament  for 
the  Supply  or  Aftiftance  of  his  Majefty,  are  declared  to  be  void,  and  of  none  Effeft.” 
If  upon  thefe,  and  many  other  Authorities  which  might  be  adduced  to  the  fame  Pur- 
pofe,  it  lhould  appear,  that  the  Revenues  of  tire  Crown,  and  of  the  Royal  Family, 
are,  and  have  been,  fubjefted  to  the  national  Taxes  of  Creat-Britain ,  as  well  as 
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Hift.  Reg. 
Vol.  XXII. 
Page  387. 
et  feq. 

By  this  Efti- 
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the  Eftates  of  all  the  Peers  and  Commoners  of  our  Mother-Country,  from  whence 
we  derive  ouifelves  and  our  Conftitution,  it  will  be  difficult  to  conceive  any  good 

^TuWte^T^,e‘\  a"d  thdr  f'eat  E'bte  in  this  P,ovince,  ffiould  alone, 
o!  all  Ins  Majefty  s  Subjefl^,  be  exempted  from  the  Payment  of  Taxes  for  the  De¬ 
fence  and  Security  of  their  own  Eftates.  But  our  Governor  is  pleafed  to  inform  us, 
x  hat  if  we  tax  them  at  a  11,  it  mult  be  as  Proprietaries  and  Chief  Governors,  which 
,s  the  only  Capacity  by  winch  they  are  conneXed  with,  or  related  to,  the  Inhabitants  ; 
that  they  hold  the  Government  and  Soil  under  the  lame  Grant,  and  their  Title  to 
both  is  centered  in  their  Perfons,  and  cannot  be  feparated,  without  deftroying  their 
Authority.  Now  we  certain  y  have  other  Connexions  with  Thomas  Penn,  and  with 
Ricnard  Penn,  befides  their  being  Chief  Governors  ;  and  I  fuppofe  they  may  fepa- 
rately  e,eX  or  commence  AXions  at  Law  for  Rent,  or  other  AXions,  in  his  Ma- 
jeffy  s  Courts  Within  this  Province,  m  their  private  Capacity,  in  the  fame  Manner 
that  other  Inhabitants  and  freeholders  could  do  in  like  Cates ;  and  the  Powers  of 
Government  might  have  defcended  through  the  eldeft  Branches  of  the  Family,  or 
either  of  our  Proprietaries  without  injuring  their  Property  in  the  Soil :  And  in  this 
Cafe,  the  Governor  would  have  been  iufficiently  authorized  by  Commiffion  under 
him,  in  whom  the  Powers  of  Government  were  vefted.  But  the  Commiffion  of  Pro¬ 
perty  (which  our  Governors  have  not  been  concerned  with  til!  very  latelv)  would 
have  been  infuffic.ent  unlefs  executed  by  all  who  bad  a  Property  in  the  Lands,  and  is 
now  executed  by  the  Governor  by  Virtue  of  that  Commiffion  in  Oppofition  to  his 
Commiffion  as  Lieutenant  Governor,  which  exp  re  fly  enjoins  him  not  to  grant  Lands, 
or  otnerwife  interfere  with  the  Proprietaries  Affairs  of  Property. 

i  oEtU  t0/ADi  nl  as  U  ls  fv'^en.t  tilat  f'ie  Peei'£  of  Great -Britain  do  not  vote  in  the  E- 
leXion  °f  Members  to  ierve  in  Parliament,  yet  their  Eftates  are  taxed  by  Bills  of 
Aids,  and  Supplies  to  the  Crown,  which  arife  out  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons:  lam 
ct  Opinion,  that  the  Conclufion  the  Governor  draws  from  his  Reafoning  in  the  Mef- 
Thirteenth  of  AuguJI  laft,  is  in  direX  Oppofition  to  the  Rights  and  Ufa^e 
of  the  Houle  of  Commons  ;  and  confequently  our  offering  a  Bill,  whereby  the  Pro¬ 
prietary  Eftate  was  to  be  taxed  with  all  other  Eftates  within  this  Province,  was  not 
agamd  the  veiy  Punciples  of  the  Britijb  Conftitution,  as  he  would  imagine. 


Have  the  Proprietaries,  fays  the  Go¬ 
vernor,  a  Right  to  vote  in  the  EleXfon 
of  Reprefentatives  as  Landholders  ? 
Surely  not.  Being  hereditary  Gover¬ 
nors  of  the  Province,  and  having  a  Vote 
in  the  Legiflature  by  their  own  particu¬ 
lar  Representative  the  Governor.  How 
then  came  you  by  a  Right  to  tax  them 
as  Fellow  SubjeXs  and  Landholders, 
feeing  they  had  no  Voice  in  chilling  you, 
nor  were  intitled  to  any,  tho’  Owners  of 
Land  in  every  County  ? 


So 

4 

<3 
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Have  the  Peers  of  Great  Britain  a 
Right  to  vote  in  the  EleXion  of  Repre¬ 
fentatives  as  Landholders  ?  Surely  not. 
Being  hereditary  Peers  of  Great -Bril am, 
and  having  a  Vote  in  the  Legiflature  by 
their  own  particular  Repiefentation  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords.  How  then  came 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  a  Right  to 
tax  the  Peers  as  Fellow  SubjeXs  and 
Landholders,  feeing  they  had  no  Voice 
in  chilling  them,  nor  were  intitlec!  toanv, 
tho’  Owners  of  Land  in  every  County  ? 


From  the  very  Principles  therefore  (fays  the  Governor)  mf  the  Britijb  Conftitution, 
you  have  no  Right  to  tax  them  as  Freeholders,  or  Fellow  SubjeXs.  But  all  this 
Ainu  of  Reafoning  Li  ves  only  to  eafe  us  from  the  whole  Force  of  it,  and  leaves  the 
Governor  to  difpute  the  Principles  of  the  Britijb  Conftitution  with  a  Britijb  Houfe  of 
Commons,  before  whom  he  will  undoubtedly 'think  it  his  Duty  to  produce  itroneer 
Arguments  than  tliefe.  The  Falacyofthis  Manner' of  Reafoning  is  very  obvi- 

1  he  Knights,  Citizens  and  Burgeffies,  reprefent  the  whole  Commons  of  Emland : 
but  the  Peers  are  prefent  in  Parliament  for  themfelves  only  :  As  it  would  be  unjuft  to 
tax  the  I  eers  if  they  had  no  Reprelentation  in  the  Legiflature,  by  which  they  might 
give  their  Con  lent  ;  fo  it  would  be  equally  unjuft  to  tax  the  Proprietary  Eibu  here, 
without  his  Affent  by  h:s  Reprefentative  the  Governor. 

'I  he  Peers  and  our  Proprietaries  have  their  Negatives  upon  all  Bills;  but  the 
qm  y  o  taxing  tnemfelves,  as  well  as  all  others,  for  their  common  Safety  and  De¬ 
fence,  induces  the  Lords  to  give  their  Affent  to  Bills  offered  to  them  for  that  Pit- 
pcle  ;  and  no  doubt  the  fame  Equity  ought  to  be  equally  binding  on  our  Prop:  ieta- 
r.es  :  And  it  may  be  hoped,  that  all  ReftnXions,  by  which  their  Deputy  is  difabled 
from  dilchargmg  his  Duty,  will,  in  due  Time,  be  confiderecf  by  our  Superiors.  Our 
i  i optietarres,  i  prefume,  have  no  Right  to  vote  for  our'Reprefentatives,  tho’  they 

are 
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are  certainly  Landholders  in  this  Province  :  And  under  this  Confederation  they  are 
exempted  from  paying  Affemblymens  Wages  by  our  County  Rate  and  Levy  Aft. 
The  Peers  of  Great-Britain  3re  as  certainly  Landholders,  and  many  of  them  Bur- 
geffes  and  Members  of  Corporations ;  yet  they  neither  vote  for  the  Knights  of  the 
Shire  or  Burgeffes  ;  and  under  the  fame  Confideration  are  exempted  from  contribut¬ 
ing  to  their  Expences.  The  Commons  petitioned  in  Parliament,  Firft  of  Richard 
IL  that  all  Perfons  having  Lay  Fee  might  contribute  to  the  Charge  of  the  Knights. 
The  King  anfwered,  That  the  Lords  of  the  Realm  would  not  lol’e  their  old  Liber¬ 
ties:  Yet  in  the  fame  Reign,  by  the  Twelfth  of  Richard  II.  Chap.  2.  it  is  enafled. 
That  if  any  Lord,  or  any  other  Man,  Spiritual  or  Temporal,  hath  purchaled  any 
Lands  or  Tenements,  or  other  Poffeffions,  that  were  wont  to  be  contributory  to  filch 
Expences  before  the  Time  of  the  faid  Purchafe,  that  the  (aid  Lands,  Tenements  and 
Poffeffions,  and  the  Tenants  of  the  fame,  be  contributory  to  the  laid  Expences,  as  the 
faid  Lands,  Tenements  and  Poffeffions,  weie  wont  to  be  before  the  Time  of  the 
fame  Purchafe.  This  Law,  which  hath  continued  through  fo  many  Ages,  appears 
to  be  founded  in  Juftice  and  Equity,  and  will  neceffarily  become  the  Rule  of  our 
Conduit;  for  as  our  Paper  Money  Aits  are  near  expiring,  and  it  may  be  hoped 
that  no  future  Affembly  will  give  up  their  juft  Rights  for  the  Ob¬ 
taining  of  new  Emiffions,  whatever  Inconveniences  they  may  la-  See  Vlner' s  A- 
bour  under  for  want  of  them,  the  Payment  of  Affemblymens  Wages  bridgment, 
nniit  become  very  burdenfome  if  they  are  to  be  kept  fitting,  tho’  to  Tit.  Bari. 
little  or  no  Purpofe  (as  of  late)  through  a  gi  eat  Part  of  the  Year  ;  Let.  G.  Page 
and  efpecially  if  our  Proprietaries,  againit  our  Expeilations,  fhould  196. 
have  as  much  Power  as  they  have  Inclination  to  get  their  en-  Id.  Tit.  Beer, 
creafing  Eftates  exempted  from  bearing  any  Share  of  our  Taxes  ;  Page  289. 
for  in  this  Cafe  we  have  Reafon  to  apprehend  they  may  judge  it  _ 
their  private  Intereft  to  impoveriffi  the  People  by  exorbitant  Iiupofitions,  or  a  P10- 
fufion  of  the  Publick  Money ;  and  asunder  thefe  Circumftances  Pretences  will  never 
be  wanting,  new  and  grievous  Burdens  will  be  repeatedly  called  for,  till  by  Degrees 
the  Freeholds  and  Poffeffions  of  this  young  Colony  mult  infenfibly  fall  into  the  Pro¬ 
prietaries  Hands;  and  thus  by  the  continual  Proprietary  Exemptions,  and  the 
Weight  becoming  ftill  heavier  upon  the  decreafmg  Number  who  may  be  able,  for  a 
while,  to  bear  up,  and  continue  among  the  Calamities  of  their  Country;  thefe  too 
muft  at  leng:h  fubmit  and  leave  the  Colony  their  Predeceffors  had  cultivated  and  fet¬ 
tled  with  Honour  under  a  milder  Adminillration. 

REPORT  of  a  Committee  of  the  Assembly,  September  23, 
referr  d  to  in  Page  377  of  the  foregoing  Work. 

In  obedience  to  the  Order  of  the  Houfe,  nve  have  conjidered  the  Proprietaries  Eleventh, 
Twelfth,  and  Twenty -firft  Inftruitions,  relating  to  Money-Bills,  and  now  offer 
finch  Remarks  thereon  as  occur  to  us. 

THE  Preamble  to  the  Eleventh  Inftruition  fets  forth,  ‘  That  the  Jnterefi  Money 
«  anting  from  the  Loan  of  Bills  of  Credit  in  this  Province,  was  intended  by 
«  the  Proprietaries,  and  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  to  be  applied  for  the  Public 
<■  Service  of  the  Province,  and  of  the  Inhabitants  thereof,  and  ffiould  therefore,  un- 
*  der  the  Dire&ion  of  the  fame  Power  that  raifes  it,  be  molt  carefully  applied  to 
«  thofe  Purpofes,  as  a  greater  Security  to  the  People  agair.ft  Mifapplications,  than  if  it 
«  was  intruded  only  to  one  Branch  of  the  Legiflature;  and  fuch  was  the  ancient 
*  Practice  in  their  faid  Province.’  That  the  Intereft  Money  was  intended  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  for  the  Publick  Service  of  the  Province,  and  of  the  Inhabitants  thereof,  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  right;  but  that  it  was  ever  the  ‘  Practice,’  or  that  there  was  ever  even  a  An¬ 
gle  Inftance  of  the  Proprietaries  or  their  Deputies  having  a  Vote  in  the  Application 
of  the  Intereft  Money,  we  muft  abfolutely  deny.  Their  Confent  to  the  Difpofition 
is  not  required  in  any  of  our  Loan  Aits  from  the  Beginning  to  this  Day,  the  con- 
ftant  Tenor  of  thofe  Laws  being,  that  the  *  Intereft  Money  ffiall  be  difpofed  of  as 
«  the  Aflembly  of  this  Province  ffiall  from  Time  to  Time  order  and  direit.’  Their 
Confent  was  never  afked,  unlefs  in  the  Acceptance  of  Prefents  made  them  out  of  that 
Intereft,  which  could  not  he  forced  on  them  without  their  Confent ;  and  that  Kind 
of  Application  they  have  indeed  been  gracioufly  pleated  to  confent  to  from  Time  to 

Time, 
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Time,  to  the  Amount  of  above  Thirty  Thoufand  Founds  given  to  themfelves  out  of 
that  Fund  and  the  Excife.  If  this  was  a  Miiapplication,  and  we  know  of  no  other, 
the  Power  they  contend  for  would  not  have  prevented  it ;  for  ’tis  fcarce  probable  they 
fhould  ever  difapprove  or  refufe  to  fign  A&s,  Votes  or  Refolves,  which  they  thought 
fo  ju It  and  reafonable. 

And  indeed,  had  thefe  Prefents  been  always  as  regular  as  the  Seafons,  and  never 
Intermitted,  be  the  Conduct  cf  the  Governor  ever  fo  inconfiftent  with  the  Publick 
Good,  your  Committee  have  Realon  to  believe,  tins  new  Inftrudlion  had  never  been 
formed  or  thought  of.  But  fince  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People  have  dared  to 
fignify  their  Difapprobation  of  a  Governor’s  Mealures,  by  withholding  thole  Tokens 
ot  their  Elfeem,  Affeftion  and  Gratitude,  which  were  conftantly  given  when  they 
found  themfelves  well  governed  ;  this  Inftru&ion  is  thought  neceffary  to  be  inforced. 
Not  for  the  greater  Security  of  the  People  again  If  Mifapplication  ;  for  they  never 
complained  of  any ;  but  to  compel  your  Continuance  of  thofe  Prefents;  to  compel  in 
Addition  to  them,  for  they  are  thought  too  fmall  ;  and  to  compel  the  Payment  of 
what  they  are  pleafed  to  call  the  Arrears  of  Inch  Prefents  to  any  Governors  from 
whom  they  have  at  any  Time  been  withheld.  For  if  the  People’s  Money  cannot  be 
difpofed  of  for  their  own  Benefit,  without  the  Proprietary  or  his  Deputy’s  Content, 
the  PafTage  of  the  Bill,  or  the  Approbation  of  the  Refolve,  mull  be.  facilitated,  as 
the  Proprietaries  were  pleafed  to  tell  us  on  a  former  Occafion,  by  a  Regard  to  their 
Interest, - that  is,  by  putting  at  the  fame  Time  into  their  private  Pockets  what¬ 

ever  Share  of  the  Publick  Money  they  fhall  he  pleafed  to  infift  on,  under  the  fpecious 
Name  of  Salary  or  Support ;  tho’  by  the  Quit-rents,  and  even  by  their  other  Fees  and 
Perquifites,  efiablifhed  by  Law  or  taken  by  Cuftom,  they  have  already  a  Support 
much  more  than  fufficient. 

The  Money  at  ifmg  by  the  Interefl:  of  the  Bills  of  Credit,  as  well  as  that  arifing  by 
the  Excife,  is  paid  wholly  by  the  People.  To  dilpofe  of  their  own  Money,  by  them¬ 
felves  or  their  Reprefentatives,  is,  in  our  Opinion,  a  natural  Right,  inherent  in 
every  M-m,  or  Body  of  Men,  antecedent  to  all  Laws.  The  Proprietaries  pay  no 
Part  of  this  Money,  and  therefore  can  have  no  Right  to  a  Share  in  the  Power  of 
difpofing  of  it-  They  might  as  reafonably  claim  a  Right  to  a  Negative  in  the  Dif- 
polition  of  every  Man’s  private  Fortune,  and  for  the  fame  Reafons,  to  wit,  the 
Man’s  greater  Securitv,  and  to  prevent  Mifapplication ;  nay,  the  Reafons  would 
be  ftronger.  Bodies  of  Men  not  being  generally  fo  apt  to  mifapply  their  Money,  as 
fmgle  Prodigals.  The  People  have  never  complained  that  any  fuch  Mifapplica¬ 
tion  has  been  made  by  their  Reprefentatives  :  On  the  contrary,  they  have  fhewn 
their  Approbation  of  the  Conduff  of  the  AlTembly  in  this  tender  Point,  by  Jong  re¬ 
peated  annual  Ele&ions  of  the  fame  Men  to  the  fame  Trull  in  the  fame  Office.  They 
have  always  f'een  their  Money  difpofed  of,  from  time  to  time,  for  the  Advantage 
and  Honour  of  the  Publick,  or  for  jhe  King’s  immediate  Service,  and,  they  had 
Reafon  to  be  contented  with  the  Difpolition.  The  Publick  Credit  has  "been  con- 
ftantly  preferved,  and  every  Man  who  l'erved  the  Government,  has  been  always 
duly  and  readily  paid:  But  if  this  new-claimed  Negative  in  the  Proprietaries  takes 
Place,  the  People  will  not  have  it  in  their  Power  to  reward  the  Man  that  ferves  them, 
or  even  to  pay  the  Hire  of  the  Labourer  that  works  for  them,  without  the  Gover¬ 
nor’s  Leave  firft  purchafed  ;  much  lefs  will  they  be  allowed  to  fupport  an  Agent  in 
England  to  defend  their  Rights,  or  he  able  to  pay  the  Expence  of  profecuting  their 
Complaints  when  opprefled.  And  to  prevent  their  doing  this,  is,  we  conceive,  ano¬ 
ther  main  Fienv  of  this  Inftru&ion. 

In  ffiort,  it  does  not  appear  to  your  Committee  that  this  extraordinary  Inflance 
of  the  Proprietary’s  Care  ot  the  People’s  Money,  to  prevent  its  being  wafted  by  their 
own  Reprefentatives,  was  for  the  Peoplu  at  ali  neceffary.  Thofe  Reprefentatives 
themfelves  are  a  Part  of  the  People,  and  muft  bear  a  Share  of  their  Burdens.  For 
their  own  Sakes,  therefore,  as  well  as  to  recommend  themfelves  to  the  Efteem  and 
Regard  of  ther  Conftituents,  it  is  highly  probable  they  will  execute  that  Truft,  as 
they  always  have  done,  with  Juftice,  Prudence  and  Frugality;  with  Freedom  to 
the  King’s  Service,  and  grateful  Generofity  to  Governors  that  fincertly  feek  their 
Welfare,  and  do  not  join  with  the  Proprietaries  to  opprels  them.  But  this  Inftruc- 
tion  might  pernaps  he  neceflary  to  extort  thofe  Grants  to  Governors  which  they 
have  been  pleafed  to  ffile  Salary ,  and  render  That  certain,  which  before  depended 
ca  the  Good  Will  of  the  i  eople  ;  For  how  elfe  can  the  Proprietaries  be  lure  of  that 
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Share  of  thofe  Grants,  which,  by  their  private  ContraBs  feme  timet  made  with  their 
Governors ,  is  (if  Report  fays  true)  to  be  paid  to  themfelves. 

The  Proprietaries  are  however  willing  to  permit  the  Renewal  of  the  £ ,g. btyTbou 
fand  Pounds, ^  which  is  now  to  link  in  a  few  Years,  and  even 
Pounds  more,  the  whole  to  be  emitted  on  Loan,  provided  that  the  E^emh  l.  ltruc^ 
tion  be  complied  with,  ‘  and  half  the  Power  of  applying  the  Intereft  refuted  to  them  , 

«  and  provided,  that  all  Rents  and  ^uitrents  due,  or  to  be  due  or  payable  to  them , 

‘  be  always  paid  according  to  the  Rate  of  Exchange  at  the  Times  of  Payment  be- 

‘  tween  Philadelphia  and  London,  or  fome  other  fuffic.ent  Prov'fion  enaaet  in  L  e 
‘  thereof,  as  wi  done  by  a  former  Aft.’  Your  Committee  cannot  help  obfervmg 

here  that  the  Proprietaries  Tendernefs  for  their  own  Interejl  appears  in  this  Ini  r 
tion  much  ftrongef  than  their  Care  fir  That  of  the  People. 

arife  to  them  by  Emiffions  of  Paper  Money  on  Loan  and  the  Intereft =  Money  «  a 
Tax  they  are  clear  of.  They  are  therefore  willing  the  Quantity  Ihould  b-  encreale  , 
but  whatever  Advantages  they  receive  from  it,  they  are  refoived  to 
vantage  from  any  occafional  Depreciation  :  For  they  w.h  al way s  be  patd  their  Rents 
and  Quitrents,  according  to  the  Rate  of  Exchange  between  PhiJadelphia  Londqj. 
By  the  original  Agreements,  thofe  Rents  and  Qmtrents  were  to  be  pa  d  m  Sterling 
Money  (or  the  Value  in  Coin  current)  to  the  Proprietary  Receivers  in 
A  Bill  of  Exchange,  befides  the  Sterling  Sum  convey  d,  includes  all. the  Fie  g  , 
and  Expence  of  coding  that  Sum  in  Specie  to  London.  Now«con«vetk  ■ 
pie  are  not,  nor  can  in  Juftice  or  Reaibn  be,  obliged  t, atranfm  tthen r  ^ 

don,  and  pay  them  there  to  the  Proprietaries.  It  the  Proprietaries  ftiouid  think  ht 
to  remove  to  China,  they  might  as  jallly  add  to  them  Demand  the  Rate  of  Exchange 
between  London  and  Canton:  This  therefore  .s  Extortion,  a^  °"gh  ne^  i_ 
be  allowed  in  any  future  Aft,  nor  any  Equivalent  made  for  it.  For  had  that Tqu!- 
valent  been  really  given  as  a  Matter  of  Juftice,  and  not  extorted  as  Puicha.e  Money 
for  the  Law,  U  would  have  been  extended  to  the  Rents  of  private  Landlords  as 
well  as  thofe  of  the  Proprietaiies.  Befides,  the  great  Sums  to  be  yearly 
Sm V  London,  for  wfich  no  Returns  come  back  to .the  Country .  naturally  -d^o 
raife  the  Exchange  :  and  even  put  it  in  the  Power  of  their  Agents  to  raile  it  c 
fionally,  juft  before  the  periodical  Times  of  Payment  (to  the  great  Injury  of  the ;  Peo- 
dS  and  to  lower  it  again  at  their  Pleafure ;  a  dangerous  Power  this,  if  no  Incon¬ 
venience  can  arife  to  themfelves  by  the  Rile  of  Exchange  !  The  Depreciation  cf 
Money  in  every  Country  where  it  happens,  is  a  common  Calam  y.  Eftates. 

tarv  Eftate  ought  not  to  be  exempt  fiom  it,  at  the  Expence  of.  1  .  * 

There  are  many  fixed  Ground  Rents,  and  other  Rents  anfing  in  the  Province  be- 
Wina  to  ,he  ?e6pk>,  and  due  to  private  Eftates.  Thefe  Rents  have  as  much  Right 
to  be  conf.dered,  and  their  Deficiency,  in  ca(e  of 
of  the  Publick  Funds,  as  thofe  of  the  Proprietaries.  But  of 

fo  their  own  are  fecured.  It  appears  however  to  your  Committee,  that :  a 1  Rents  n 
the  Country  ought  to  be  on  the  fame  Footing,  with  regard  to  any  Lois  by  the  Depie 
datfonThs  Currency,  fince  that  is  lefs  likely  ever  to  happen  winch  it  is  the  Inter- 

6lt  Your  Conimiuee  now  come  to  the  Twenty-firft  InftrufHon,  by  the  Preamble  of 
which  it  is  infinuated,  as  if  Afts  fof  Provincial  Taxes  had  be^  c«nimon  .n  dns 
Province  and  that  the  Proprietary’s  Eftate  had  been  always  exempted  in  luch  Acts 
whereas  the  Truth  is  that  there  neve;  were  but  two  or  three,  and  thofe  in  he 
eaHy  Times  of  the  Province,  when  the  Proprietary’s  Circumftances  were  low  ns 
Affair!  encumbered,  and  the  Quit-rents  fo  lmaU,  as  to  b%,nf"*c/e“tJ°^ha,“  ^t 
port,  and  therefore  they  were  not  only  exempted  from  any  I  ait  of  fuch  ^  ^ 
Duties  and  Licence  Fees  were  granted  to  help  them  o  .  -  f  Q 

they  themfelves  acknowledge  none  have  been  ra.fed  « y  ihtn  ™ 

pr‘etary  fhfteavteftinaSreVCefve  diem  But  tlai  tlfeir  Eftate  Ihould  now  be  exempt  from 
Provincial  Taxes  raifed  for  the  Defence  of  that  very  Eftate,  appears  to  us  extieamly 
unreafonable.  During  the  Diflrtfs  of  the  Family,  the.e  was  likewile  a.  vduntaiy 
Subfcrtption  among  tfe  People  to  pay  the 

may  frL  thenCe  as  juftly  Claim  a  Right  ^  to 

Publick  whenever  they  croft  the  Seas.— -But  when  tnoie  a  6  the 

H  a 
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the  old  Proprietary,  he  had  .a  much  better  Claim  to  them  than  his  Sons  ;  for  he 
undertook  to  ad  as  an  Agent  and  Advocate  for  his  People,  in  England;  to  de- 
fend  and  fecure  them  R.ghts  and  Privileges  ;  not  like  his  Succeffors,  to  abol.fh  and 
deftioy  them  *. 

The  lnftruaion  farther  fays  That  ‘  fince  the  Expiration  of  thofe  former  Laws,  no 
Aid  hath  ever  been  granted  by  the  Afferably  to  them  as  Proprietaries.’  As  Pro- 
pr.etanes,  what  Right  have  they  to  Aids  ?  Are  they  not  heredita.y  Governors  of 
the  Province  .  and  while  they  have  indulged  themfelves  with  an  almoft  contlant 
Refidence  in  Engird  .emote  from  their  Country,  and  greatly  to  its  Inconve¬ 
nience  and  Prejudice,  have  not  the  Affembljes  conttantlv  fupported  their  Deputy, 
lent ^by  the  ■  Proprietaries  to  do  what  they  ought  themfelves  to  have  done  in 

Pe'f“n*  th,°jUg^  he  ,CJ  ,3n  ,|T> perfect  Deputy,  ieftrai*>ed  in  thofe  Powers 

whtch  fliould I  always  fubfift  and  be  prefent  in  every  Government  for  the  common 
Welfare?  But  they  are  plea  fed  to  fay,  ‘they  have  voluntarily  and  chearfully 
expended  feveral  conf.derab  e  Sums  of  their  own  Money  for  the  Advancement  of 
the^  Province.  This  they  faid  likew.ife  to  a  former  Affembly,  and  the  Anfwer 
was,  We  are  unacquainted,  with  thefe  Expences  ;  let  the  Accounts  be  laid  before 
us,  and  whatever  Expence  appears  to  have  been  made  for  the  Service  of  the 
Province  fhad  be  allowed  and  repaid  with  Thanks.’— Thofe  Accounts  have 

SXatS?  we  thi"k  ■**  °“8h‘  ~  10  be  made  the 

*  l  fa/  <thattIley  had.no  Reafon  to  fufpea  that  the  Affembly  would 

‘  charge  th^p1  th^  former  ^fage,  as  to  pretend,  by  any  Ac7  of  theirs,  to 

charge  the  Propiietaiy  Eifate  in  the  Province  with  the  Burden  of  any  Taxes  ’ 

•Amazing  !  If  the  Aflembly  deviated  from  the  fornjer  Ulage,  by  taxing  their  own 
Eftates,  and  thole  of  their  Conftitutents.  (their  ufual  Funds'failing)  why  fhould  they 
pot  deviate  in  the  lame  Manner  in  taxing  the  Proprietary  E  It  ate  ^  And  what 
are  the  particular  Merits  of  this  Family,  that  when  the  whole  Brit  if  Nation^ 
when  every  Mate  ,n  the  Kingdom,  as  well  as  in  this  Province,  is  taxed  To 
wards  the  Recovery  and  Defence  of  their  Eftate  in  Pennfyhania,  that  very  Mate 
alone  mould  be  exempted,  and  they  fo  confident  of  its  Right  to  an  Exemption  as 
to  have  no  Reafon  to  fufpeft  the  Affembly  would  .attempt  to  tax  it  ?  * 

,  But-,!t  fee.ms  ‘  th^  Affembly  have  reprefented  them  in  an  untrue  Light  as  if 
,  «nwiIJ'ng  t0  the  Publick,  by,  contributing  towards  the  Defence  of  the  Coun¬ 
try,  tho  no  Application  had  ever  once  been  made  to  them  for  that  Purpofe  ’ 

sir  A 

0ndT rfta  n  d  in  g  wit ht  he  ^IndiaJis^  Thfs  wudo^  him ITmt^ea^'  ^  V*"*] 
repeated  Prefents.  The  Proprietary  reaped  ftTm  tL'Zt  U 

Handing  and  thefe  Prefents,  in  his  Bargains  with  the  Indians  for  Lands  TheFyn"  C* 
grew  yearly  more  and  more  heavy,  andS  repeated  humbtlppHcado^ 

Proprietaries,  that  they  would  be  pleafed  to  bear  a  Part,  bSf  without  SucceT  ^h 
vouchfafed  indeed  an  Anfwer  to  thelaft  Application  bn  it  ,  •  xi  •  • ,  ,They 

and  o‘^rz;rz: 

Province  wae  on  .he  BrinK  of  Ruin.  And'^'V fynZj t 

Tp^*^*^^?.*^****™  ,0  *h'  ^  * 

informed  their  Lord/hips,  that  the  Ad:  was  t  th  6  yearI'°5>  ln  which  ha 

mtn  were  entitled  to  --and  SaP  .  ^  f  which  a11  E*z¥>- 

*  l»fe  a  Tittle  of  it.’  e  1  n0C  tir  ('■  from  Mrglar.d  to  America /to 
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«  unwilling  though  their  Deputy  declared  they  had  exprefly  refrained  him  even  by 
the- Words  of  his  Commiflion  !— The  Bill  however  is  ftigmatized  with  the  Character 
of  «  mtfl  unjuft  and  extraordinary.'  Thus  it  is,  when  Men  judge  in  their  own  Cafes. 
Thefe  Gentlemen  think  it  unjujt  to  tax  their  Eftates,  though  all  the  World  thinks 
cftherwife.  As  Provincial  Taxes  had  not  been  ufual,  it  might  be  fo  far  extraor¬ 
dinary  ;  but  the  Mode  of  Taxation  was  by  no  Means  extraordinary,  being  the 
fame  with  that  of  raifing  our  County  Rates  and  Levies,  long  ufed  and  approved  by 
the  Province;---And  the  Taxing  of  Proprietary  Lands  is  ufed  both  in  Nevsjerfey 
and  Maryland ;  and  located  unimproved  Lands  have  forrfterly  been  taxed  in  this 
Province.  Had  fuch  been  taxed  every  where  from  the  fiift  Settlement  of  America , 
we  conceive  it  would  have  tended  to  the  Increafe  of  the  Inhabitants,  and  the  greater 
Strength  of  the  Colonies;  for  then  fuch  immenfe  Quantities  of  Land  would  not 
have  "been  monopolized  and  lain  dormant,  but  People  would  more  eafily  have  ob- 
tlined  Settlements,  and  been  feated  clofer  together. 

But  the  Proprietaries  would  have  it  underltood,  that  it  is  not  for  their  own  Sake 
only,  that  they  objeft  to  the  Fifty  Thou] and  Pound  Bill  which  was  refufed,  or  the 
Sixty  Thoufand  Pound  Aa  that  pafTed.  They  are  tenderly  concerned  for  the  Eftates 
of  others.  No  Part  of  the  Lands  of  a  Delinquent,  who  refufes  or  negletfs  to  pay 
his  Tax,  ought,  in  their  Opinion,  to  be  fold  for  Payment  ;  though  Lands  in  A- 
merica  are  by  A  a  of  Parliament  made  liable  to  be  fold  for  Difcharge  of  Debts,  and 
were  almoft  always  fo  here  by  the  Laws  of  this  Province.  If  Lands,  01  Parts  of  Land 
may  be  fold  to  fatisfy  private,  why  not  publick  Debts  ?  And  though  it  bo 
unu feat  in  England,  it  has  long  been  the  Praaice,  as  we  are  informed,  m 
l'fveral  of  the  Colonies,  paiticularly  in  Nevs-England.  But  they  fay,  ‘  a  Tax 
cf  One  Shilling  in  the  Pound,  on  the  whole  Value,  is'  what  never  was  laid, 
nor  can  poflinly  be  paid,  in  any  Country.’  Strange  1  May  not  a  Country- 
in  imminent  Danger  give  a  Twentieth  Part  of  their  Elfates  to  fave  the  other 
Nineteen?  Is  it  impoflible  even  to  give  a  Half,  or  three  Fourths,  to  fave  the  other 
Half  or  Quarter  ?  May  they  not  even  give  Nineteen  Parts  to  fave  the  Twentieth  ? 
The  Proprietary’s  Gift  of  Five  Thoufand  Pounds,  they  afterwards  fay,  is  twenty  times 
more  than  their  Tax,  if  fairly  and  equally  afLfled,  could  by  that  Bill  have  amounted 
to.  If  fo,  it  is  poflible  to  give  tire  whole  twenty  Parts.-- -But  it  has  always  been 
underflood,  that  Elfates  are  not  to  be  taxed  to  the  full  Value  they  might  fingly  fell 
for.  In  the  fame  Bill  it  was  provided,  that  located  unimproved  Lands  fliould  not  be 
valued  in  the  Rates  at  more  than  Fifteen  Pounds  per  Hundred  Acres  ;  when  ’tis  well 
known,  that  the  Proprietary’s  lowed  Price  for  wild  Lands  on  the  Frontiers  is  Fifteen 
Pounds  fen  Shillings  per  Hundred;  and  that  the  located  unimproved  Lands  in  their 
Manors,  are,  Ibme  of  them,  valued  at  Three  or  Four  Hundred  Pounds  per  Hundred  j 
they  may  therefore  well  fay,  that  ‘  if  that  Tax  had  been  Fully  affefled,  it 
‘  muff  have  amounted  to  many  times  the  Sum  but  then  their  next  Afleition  is 
fomewhat  inconfiftent,  viz.  That  the  Bill  laying  this  Tax  was  *  moll  unjuftly 
«  calculated  for  the  purpofe  of  putting  it  in  the  Power  of  the  Afleffors  to  tax  the 
‘  Proprietary  Elfates  up  to  the  full  Value,  and  to  ea!e  other  Perfons,  by  taxing 
«  them  (o  ligh'ly  as  oniy  to  make  up  the  Eefidue  of  the  Fifty  Thoufand  Pounds,  in 

*  vshich  Cafe ,  much  the  greatef  Part  of  the  Bu> den  might  have  been  laid  on  the  Pio- 

<  piietarv  Elfates  alone.’ - The  Value  of  the  Proprietary  Effate  has  long,  for  pru¬ 

dential  Reafons,  been  kept  a  profound  Secret  ;  and  the  Proprietaries  have  lately 
given  Five  Thoufand  Pounds  rather  than  fubmit  it  to  the  Enquiry  of  the  Affeffors. 
But  your  Committee  conceive  fome  Light  maybe  obtained  on  that  Head,  from  this 
Part  of  the  Inlfruffion  compared  with  the  Fifty  Thoufand  Pound  Bill.  By  that  Bill 
their  wild  unfurveyed,  or  uniocated  Lands,  which  are  many  Millions  of  Acres,  were 
not  to  be  taxed  at  all,  though  they  never  fell  any  of  them  for  lefs  than  Fifteen 
Pounds  Ten  Shillings,  per  Hundred  Acres. ---Their  taxable  Eftate  confifts  chiefly  in 
located  (though  uncultivated)  Trafts  and  Manors,  and  in  the  referv’d  Quitrents 
arifmg  from  the  Lands  they  have  fold.  Tlufe  Manors  and  Traas  are  generally 
choice,  being  of  the  bed  Lands,  pick’d  out  of  every  new  Purchafe  from  the  Indians 
bv  their  Surveyors,  before  the  Office  is  opened,  and  laid  by  for  a  Market,  not  to 
be  difpofed  of  till  all  the  furrounding  Lands  are  fold  and  fettled.  This  has  increafed 
their  Value  prodigioufiy,  fo  that  they  are  now,  one  with  another,  valued  at  more 
than  Three  Hundred  Pounds  per  Hundred  :  Yet  by  the  Bill,  they  were  not  to  be 
taxed  as  worth  more  than  Fifteen  Pounds  per  Hundred.  —  And  they  own,  that  by 
the  fame  Bill,  ‘their  Quitrents  were  to  be  taxed  in  the  fame  Manner  as  other 

*  Eftates,'  cenfequently  as  great  an  Abatement  to  be  made  in  the  Valuation.  And 

yet 
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yet  by  this  fame  Bill,  under  this  very  moderate  Valuation  of  their  Eftate,  they  fay, 
it  would  have  been  in  the  power  of  the  Affeffors  to  have  laid  much  the  greatejl  Part 
of  the  Burden  on  their  Eftates  alone.  Now,  much  the  greatejl  Part  of  Fifty  ’Thou, 
fand  Pounds  may  be  Forty  Thoufand  Pounds ,  but  we  will  fay  (for  Moderation’s 
Sake)  it  is  only  'Thirty  Thoufand  Pounds,  and  that  Sum  might  have  been  raifed  by 
that  Bill,  on  the  Proprietary  Eftates,  in  two  Years,  by  a  Tax  of  One  Shilling  in 
the  Pound,  i.  e.  Fifteen  Thoufand  founds  per  Annum.  The  Shillings  in  Fifteen 
Thoufand  Pounds  are  Three  Hundred  Thoufand,  confequently  their  Eftates  at  that 
low  Valuation  are  worth  Three  Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds .  But  if  you  multiply  that 
Valuation  by  10,  to  bring  it  nearer  the  truth,  thole  Eftates  muft  amount  to  Six 
Millions ,  exclufive  of  their  wild  Lands  as  aforefaid.  If  this  Computation  be  too 
high,  they  may  be  able  hereafter  to  (hew  its  Miflak.es.  At  prefent  we  conceive  the 
Conl'equences  fairly  drawn  from  Fa61s  and  their  own  Premifes.  -—And  yet  this 
their  enormous  Eftate  is,  by  their  Inftru&ions,  to  be  exempted,  wlftle  all  their  Fel¬ 
low  Subje&s  groan  under  the  Weight  of  Taxes  for  its  Defence  }  it  being  the  firft 
attacked  in  the  prefent  V/ar,  and  Part  of  it  on  the  Ohio ,  the  Prize  contended  for  by 
the  Enemy.-— For  though  they,  towards  the  End  of  this  Inftruflion,  pretend  to  be 
*  molt  ready  and  willing  to  bear  a  juft  Proportion  along  with  their  Tenants  in 
‘  any  neceflary  Tax  for  the  Defence  of  the  Province,’  yet  this  appears  clearly  to 
be  a  mere  Pretence ,  ftnce  they  abfolutely  except  their  Quotients,  and  tjieir  located 
unimproved  Lands,  their  Fines,  and  the  Purchafe-Monies  they  have  at  Intertft  j 
that  is,  in  a  Manner,  their  whole  EJlate,  as  your  Committee  know  of  little  they  , 
have  left  to  be  taxed, 'but  a  Ferry-houfe  or  two,  a  Kitchen,  and  a  Dog-Kennel. 

But  unimproved  Lands  Ihould  not,  in  our  Proprietaries  Opinion,  pay  any  Taxes, 
becaufe  *  they  yield  no  annual  Profit.’  This  may  deceive  People  in  England (wheie 
the  Value  of  Land  is  much  at  a  Stay)  as  they  are  unacquainted  with  the  Nature  of 
Landed  Eftates  in  growing  Plantations.  Here  new  Lands,  without  Cultivation,  with¬ 
out  Fencing,  or  fo  much  as  cutting  down  a  Tree,  being  referved  and  laid  by  for  a 
Market  till  the  furrounding  Lands  are  fettled,  improve  much  more  in  yearly  Value  e- 
ven  than  Money  at  Intereft  upon  Intereft.  Thirty  Years  ago,  the  belt  and  richeft 
Lands  near  the  Proprietary’s  Conejlogoe  Manor,  were  worth  and  fold  for  about  Forty 
Pounds  per  Hundred  Acres.  That  Manor  was  then  laid  out  and  referved,  containing 
near  Seventeen  Thoufand  Acres :  And  now  the  Lands  of  that  very  Manor,  which, 
though  fo  long  located,  have  never  yet  been  cultivated,  wiil  fell  for  Three  Hundred 
and  Fifty  Pounds  per  Hundred  Acres  ;  which  is  near  Nine  for  Qne,  or  Eight  Hundred 
per  Cent.  Advance  !  Can  an  Eftate  thus  producing  Twenty  five  per  Cent,  per  Annum 
on  the  prime  Coft,  be,  with  any  Propriety,  called  1  an  Efi ate  yielding  no  annual 
‘  Profit?'  Is  it  not  a  well  known  Practice  in  the  Colonies,  to  lay  out  great  Sums  of 
ready  Money  for  Lands,  without  the  lead  Intent  of  Cultivation,  hut  merely  to  fell 
them  again  hereafter  ?  Would  People  follow  this  Practice  if  they  could  not  make  more 
Profit  oftheirMoney  in  that  Way  than  by  employing  it  inimprovement  of  Land,  inTrade, 
or  in  putting  it  to  Intereft,  though  Intereft  in  thePlantationsis  (from  Six  to  Ten  per  Centum. 
Does  not  fitch  Land,  though  otherwife  unimproved ,  improve  continually  in  its  Value? 
How  mean  and  unjuft  is  it  then,  in  thefe  Gentlemen,  to  attempt  to  conceal  the  Ad¬ 
vantages  of  this  Kind  of  Eftate,  and  fcreen  it  from  Taxes,  by  lurking  under  the 
ambiguous  and  deceitful  Terms,  of  unimproved  Lands,  and  Lands  yielding  no  an¬ 
nual  Profit  ? 

Meanly  unjuft  indeed,  in  this  Inftance,  do  they  appear  to  your  Committee  ;  wht> 
cannot  bdtobleive,  that  the  Proprietaries,  knowing  their  own  Inclinations  to  fcreen 
their  own  Eftates,  and  load  thofe  of  the  People,  from  thence  fufpeiled  the  People 
might  be  equally  unjuft,  and  intend,  by  the  Fifty  Thoufand  Found  Bill,  to  eafe  their 
Eftates,  arid  load  thofe  of  the  Proprietaries.  ‘  The  bill,  fay  they,  appeats  to  us  to 
1  bzmojl  unjujily  calculated,  for  the  Purpofe  of  putting  it  in  the  Power  of  Perfonsj 
‘  wholly  cholen  by  the  People,  to  tax  our  Eftates  up  to  the  full  Value  therein  mention- 

*  ed,  and  to  eafe  othep  Perfons  by  taxing  them  fo  lightly,  as  only  to  make  up  the  Re- 

*  fidue  that  might  be  wanted  to  complete  the  Fifty  Thoufanj  Pounds.  In  which  Cafe 
c  the  Perfons  chofen  by  the  People  might  have  laid  by  much  the  greatejl  Part  of  the 

*  Burden  upon  our  Eftates  alone.’  Had  they  intended  to  rai  femuch  the  greatejl  Part  of 
|iie  Tax  of  Fifty  Thoufand  Pounds  on  the  Proprietaries  Eftate,  would  the  Ploufe  fo 
readily  have  accepted  of  Five  Thoufand  Pounds  in  Lieu  of  their  Share  of  that  Tax  3 
But  why  this  Sufpicion  of  the  AfTembly  ?  What  Inftance  of  Injulfice  can  the  Proprie¬ 
taries  charge  them  with,  that  could  give  Ground  for  fuch  a  Suppofition  ?  If  they  were 
capable  of  (qch  zb  Intention,  and  an  Endeavour  to  get  Iniquity  efiablifhed  by  a  Law, 

■  a  w  ;  :  ‘  ;  V  ’  *  *  •  V-  *  muft 
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muft  th^y  not  be  the  moft  unjuft  and  difhoneft  of  Men  ?  The  Afteffors,  it  is  true,  are 
chofen  by  the  People  ;  they  always  were  fo  by  our  Laws  ;  and  let  a  Man’s  Eftate  be 
ever  fo  great,  he  has  but  one  Vote  in  the  Choice  of  them  :  But  have  the  Proprietaries 
no  Friends  in  their  Province  ?  What  is  become  of  all  their  Dependants  and  Expec¬ 
tants  5  thofe  in  Place,  or  hoping  for  Places  ;  the  Thoufands  in  their  Debt  ;  the  Mort¬ 
gagors  at  their  Mercy  ?  Will  none  of  thefe,  out  of  Love,  or  Hope,  or  Fear,  vote 
fpr  honeft  Afteffors,  that  may  take  Care  the  Proprietary  is  notopprefled  by  the  Weight 
pf  an  unjuft  Tax  ?  Could  the  Affembly  be  certain,  that  the  whole  People  were  fo 
wicked,  as  to  join  in  chufingand  trufting  Setts  of  difhoneft  Afteffors,  merely  to  wrong 
the  Proprietary  ?  Are  there  no  Laws  in  the  Province  againtt  Perjury  ?  Are  not  the 
Afteffors  by  Law  to  be  (worn  or  affirmed  to  affefs  themfelves  and  all  others  impartially ; 
and  have  they  not  always  been  chofen  as  Men  of  Note  for  Probity  and  Juftice?  What 
a  dark  ProfpeCI  muft  a  Man’s  own  Heart  afford  him,  when  he  can  from  thence  form 
fuch  Ideas  of  the  Hearts  of  a  whole  People  1  A  People  famous  throughout  the  World, 
for  the  Juftice  and  Equity  of  their  Laws,  the  Purity  of  their  Manners,  their  Huma¬ 
nity  and  Hofpitality  to  Strangers,  their  Affection  to  their  late  honoured  Proprietary, 
their  Faithfulnefs  in  their  Manufactures  and  Produce,  and  Uprightnefs  in  all  their 
Dealings  !  and  to  whofe  Virtue  and  Induftry  thefe  very  Gentlemen  owe  all  their  pre- 
fent  Greatnefs ! 

The  Proprietaries  are  pleafed  farther  to  fay,  ‘  That  the  Laying  Taxes  on  the  real 
f  Value  of  the  Fee-fimple,  and  the  Sale  of  Land  for  the  Payment  of  Taxes,  are  con- 
f  trary  to  the  Laws  and  Statutes  of  Great-Britain.'  Your  Committee  cannot  find  that 
any  Laws  or  Statutes  were  ever  made  in  Great-Britain  to  regulate  the  Mode  of  laying 
Taxes  in  the  Plantations  ;  and  if  there  are  none  fuch,  our  Bill  could  not  be  contrary 
to  what  never  exifted.  In  Virginia  the  Taxes  are  laid  on  Slaves,  and  paid-in  Tobac¬ 
co  ;  and  every  Colony  has  its  own  Mode  of  Taxation,  fuited  to  its  own  Circum- 
ftmces,  almoft  all  different  from  each  other  as  well  as  from  that  ufed  in  England.  But 
different  from,  and  contrary  to ,  we  conceive  to  he  diftinCt  and  different  Things ;  other- 
wife  many  of  our  Laws,  even  thofe  which  have  been  approved  at  Home,  and  receiv¬ 
ed  the  Royal  After. t,  are  contrary  te  the  Laws  of  England. - But  as  we  faid  before, 

the  Laws  of  England  themfelves,  make  Lands  liable  to  pay  Debts  in  the  Colonies  ;  and 
therefore  to  fell  them,  or  a  Part  of  them,  to  pay  publick  Debts,  is  not  contrary  to, 
but  conformable  with,  the  Laws  of  England. 

But  the  Proprietaries  ‘  cannot  find  that  the  Quitrents  referved  to  the  Crown - in 

*  any  of  the  ofher  American  Colonies,  have  ever  been  taxed  towards  the  Raifing  any 
e  Supplies  granted  in  thofe  Colonies ;  and  indeed  thofe  Quitrents  are  generally  fo  fmall 
‘  (meaning  the  King’s  Quitrents,  we  ftippofe,  for  their  own  furely  are  large  enough) 

*  that  little  or  no  Land  Tax  would  be  due  or  payable  on  them,  if  arifing  in  Great- 

*  Britain,  See.'  If  your  Committee  are  rightly  informed,  the  King’s  Quitrents  in 

the  other  Colonies,  are  applied  \o publick  Purpotes,  generally  for  the  Service  of  the 
Colony  that  raifesthem.  When  our  Proprietaries  fir  all  think  fit  to  apply  thofe  arifing 
|iere  in  th e  fame  Manner,  we  believe  qo  Affembly  will  attempt  to  tax  them.  The 
Smallnefs  of  the  Parts,  we  cannot  conceive  to  be  a  good  Reafon  for  not  taxing  the 
Whole.  Where  every  Man  worth  lefs  than  Twenty  Shillings  a  Year  is  exempt  from 
Taxes,  he  who  enjoys  a  Ihoufand  a  Year  might,  as  well  as  our  Proprietaries,  plead 
to  be  excufed,  for  that  his  Income  is  only  Twenty  Thoufand  Shillings ,  each  of  which 
Shillings  is  far  witfjin  the  Sum  exempted  by  Law.  In  the  whole,  tho’  what  arifes 
from  each  Eftate  be  no  great  Sum,  their  Quotients  muft  amount  to  a  very  great  Re¬ 
venue  ;  and  their  fpeaking  of  them  in  the  diminutive  Terms  of  <very  fmall  Quitrents 
or  Acknowledgments,  is  only  to  amufe  and  deceive.  They  are  Property  ;  and  Proper¬ 
ty  fliould  pay  for  its  own  Prefervation.  They  ought  therefore  to  be  taxed  to  the  De¬ 
fence  of  the  Country.  The  Proprietaries  indeed  fay,  a  Land  Tax  was  unneceffary, 
as  there  are  many  other  Ways  of  r aifing  Money .  They  would  doubtlefs  chufe  any  Way 
in  which  their  Eftate  could  not  be  included.  But  what  are  thofe  many  other  Ways  ? 
Britain,  an  independent  State,  can  lay  infinite  Duties,  on  all  foreign  Wares,  and  im- 
ported  Luxuries,  We  are  fuffered  little  foreign  Trade,  and  almoft  all  our  Superflui¬ 
ties  are  lent  us  from  Britain  itfelf.  'VV'ill  ffie  permit  us  to  difeourage  their  Importation 
by  heavy  Impofts  ?  or  to  raife  Funds  by  taxing  her  Manufactures  ?  A  Variety  of  Ex¬ 
cites  and  Duties  ferve  only  to  multiply  Offices  and  pftreers,  and  to  make  a  Part  of  the 
People  pay  for  another  Part  who  do  not  chufe  to  pay.  No  Excife  or  Duty,  was  ever  a 
fair  and  equal  Tax  on  Property.  The  faireft,  as  the  Proprietaries  themfelves 
have  acknowledged,  is  a  Poundage  on  all  real  and  perfonal  Eftate,  according  so  ffs 
Value,  ’  '  '  ''  ’  We 
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We  are  bow  to  hear  of  the  Generofity  of  the  Proprietaries,  who,  as  they  fay 

*  were  to  far  from  defiring  not  to  contribute  to  the  Defence  and  Support  of  His  Ma- 

*  jety's  Rights  and  Dominions,  that  immediately  on  the  firft  Notice  of  the  Defeat  of 

*  General  Brezddock,  they  had  fent  over  an  Order  upon  their  Receiver-General,  to  pay 

*  Yvue'ihoufand  founds  as  a  (ree  Gift  towards  the  Defence  of  the  faid  Province.’  We 
assay  prefume  to  atk,  why,  when  they  knew  the  Affemblies  were  continually  worried 
to  give  Money,  and  the  Bills  in  which  it  was  offered  as  conftantly  rejefted  ;  why  did 
Aeynot  unmanacle  their  Governor,  and  at  the  fame  Time  fet  an  Example  of  Zeal  for 
The  common  Caufe  by  a  generous  Gift  on  their  Part,  before  they  heard  of  that  De¬ 
feat  ?  Why  not  as  foon  as  they  knew  he  was  fent  to  America?  Why  not  on  Wafbing- 
iciss.  Defeat,  or  before  his  firft  Expedition,  as  foon  as  ever  their  Province  was  attacked 
smd  they  learnt  that  the  Enemy  had  built  a  Fort  in  it  ?  But  the  Truth  is,  the  Order 
wasfenr,  not  immediately  on  the  News  of  Braddack's  Defeat ;  the  Date  of  the  Order 
will  fhow  that  it  was  a  Month  after  that  News  arrived  in  England.  But  it  was  imme¬ 
diately  after  they  had  Advice,  that  the  Governor  had  refufed  a  Grant  of  Fifty  Tboufand' 
Pounds  to  the  Crown  for  the  Defence  of  the  Proprietaries  Province,  becaufe  tlieir  Eftate 
was  taxed  in  the  Bill,  alledging  Reftri6tions  from  them  on  that  Head  ;  againft  which 
ail  the  World  exclaimed,  and  an  univerfal  Odium  was  falling  on  their  Heads,  and 
the  King’s  Wrath  jultly  dreaded  ;  then  it  was,  that  the  boafted  Order  iffued.  *And 
yet,  as  loon  as  their  Peats  (ubfided,  it  was  hncerely  repented,  and  every  underhand 
Step  taken  to  get  the  A61,  in  which  their  Gift  was  fixed,  difapproved  at  Home  j  iho’ 
if  they  had  fucceeded,  when  the  Bills  emitted  were  abroad,  and  in  the  Hands  of  the 
Public  k,  many  of  the  pool  Soldiers,  who  had  received  them  in  Pay  for  their  Services, 
would  have  been  ruined,  and  Multitudes  of  others  greatly  injured.  And  after  all* 
tthrs  Free  Crft}  to  be  immediately  paid,  is  not  yet  paid,'  though  more  than  a  Tear  is  e- 

lapted  fmee  the  Older  was  given  5- - and  Contracts,  entered  into  by  the 

Commiffioners  in  Confidence  of  receiving  that  Money,  are  yet  unfatisfied, 
to  the  Lol's  and  Difappointment  of  many,  and  great  Detriment  to  the  Service! 

However,  if  we  will  have  a  Land  Tax,  they  are  pleafed  to  form  a  Bill  for  us,  or  at 
leaft  to direft  what  Claufes  fhall  be  in,  and  w  hat  (hail  not  be  in  it,  thus  violating  the  ' 

molt  effential  Right  of  the  Commons  in  a  Britijb  Conftitution  ! - and  with  this^ar> 

ticnalar  Injunction,  that  the  Tax  (hall  be  laid  for  no  more  than  one  Year  ;  and  {half 
siot  exceed  Four  Shillings  in  the  Pound  on  the  Income  ;  which,  eftimating  Eftates  at 
twenty  Years  Purchale,  is  about  a  Filth  of  a  Twentieth,  or,  in  plainer  Word#,  a 
hundredth  Part  of  the  Value.  Perhaps  this  may  be  w*ll  enough  in  Times  of  Tran- 
cjnitity  ;  but  when  a  Province  is  invaded,  mull  it  be  given  up  to  the  Enemy,  if  a  Tax 
of  the  hundredth  Penny  is  not  fufficient  to  fave  it  ?  Yes,  that  is  our  prelent  Situation  ; 
for  the  Proprietaries  Inftru&ions  are,  it  feems,  unalterable.  Them  Governor  is  bound 
to  obferre  and  inforce  them,  and  muft  fee  the  King’s  Province  perifli  before  his  Eyes, 
rather  than  deviate  from  them  a  fingle  Tittle.  This  we  have  experienced  within  a 
few  Days,  when  Advantage  being  cruelly  taken  of  our  prelent  unhappy  Situation, 
the  proftrate  Condition  of  our  bleeding  Country,  the  Knife  of  the  Savages  at  her 
Throat,  our  Soldiers  ready  to  mutiny  for  want  of  Pay  and  Neeeffaries,  our  People 
%ing  in  Defpair  from  the  Frontier  for  want  of  Proteftion,  the  Affembly  was  compel¬ 
led  (like  Solomon's  true  Mother)  to  wave  her  Right,  to  alter  our  Money-Bills,  abridge 
our  free  Grant  to  the  Crown  by  one  Half,  and,  in  fliort,  to  receive  and  enaffa  Law 
®ot  agreeable  to  our  Judgments,  but  fuch  as  was  made  for  us  by  the  Proprietary  In- 
araaions,  and  the  Will  and  Pleafure  of  the  Governor  s  Council  ;  whereby  our  Con- 
ffkution  and  the  Liberties  of  our  Country  are  wounded  in  the  moft  effential  Part,  and 
even  violated  and  deftroyed.  We  have  Reafon  to  confide,  however,  in  the  Juftice 
of  our  Sovereign  and  a  Britijb  Parliament,  that  this  Tyranny  (hall  not  long 
fobfift ;  and  we  hope  no  Time  will  be  loft  in  making  the  proper  Application. 

In  fine,  we  muft  fay,  in  juftice  to  the  Houfe,  that  the  Proprietary’s  Charge  againft 
ihe  Affembly,  as  *  being  inclined  by  their  Authority  to  tax  the  Proprietary  Eftate 
4  ^proportionately,  &c.'  is,  to  our  Knowledge,  groundlefs  and  unjull.  They  had 
as  little  Inclination  as  Authority  to  wrong  him.  They  have  not,  it  feems,  Authority 
enough  to  oblige  him  to  do  JuJUce,  As  to  their  ’Inclination,  they  bear,  every  one  of 
noem,  and  maintain,  the  Charafler of  honest  Men.  Molten  the  Proprietaries  (hall 
be l*uty willing  to  bear  an  equitable  Part  of  the  Publick  Burden  ;  when  they  (hall  re¬ 
nounce  fibeir  exorbitant  Demand  of  Rent  as  the  Exchange  (ball  then  be ;  make  Reftitu- 
tioD  of  tne  Money  which  they  have  exaifled  from  the  Aflemblies  of  this  Province,  and 
fmcerely  repent  of  their  Extortion,  they  may  then,  and  not  till  then ,  have  tome  Claim 
s«  the  fame  noble  Titls.  '  fbt 
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The  Proprietaries  have  for  a  long  Series  of  Tears  made  a  great 
Secret  of  the  Value  of  their  EJlate  and  Revenue :  By  Ac¬ 
cident  the  following  authentic  Paper  is  fallen  into  our  Hands* 
and  will  ferve  as  a  Ground-work ,  on  which  the  Reader  mm 
be  enabled  to  form  feme  Idea  of  the  Value  of  that  EJlate  m 
Penfylvania.  It  is  a  Copy  of  an  original  Paper  drawn  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Penn  himfelf  many  Years  ago,  and  endors’d 


“  My  Eftimate  of  the  Province,  T.  Penn. 


»s 


it 


E  S  T  I  M  A 


18,150 

15,246 

18,81a 


o  « 


©  © 


o  m 


■Q  0 


r,  e. 

1  X  '^NDs  granted  fince  my  Arrival  are  very  near  270,000  ) 

“  Acres,  or  which  not  10,000  have  been  paid  for;  >  4.1,8c© 

more  than  of  old  Grants  are  remaining  unpaid  j  is  i 

2  The  Rent  on  the  faid  Grants  is  550/.  Sterling  a  Year,  a 

“  ^h,ch  at  20  Years  Purchafe,  and  ,  6 5  per  Cent.  Ex-  (. 

“  change,  is  f 

3  The  old  Rent,  420  /.  a  Year  Sterling,  at  ditto,  is 

4  Lands  granted  between  Roll  and  the  firft  Article  are  570  l  ") 

“  a  Year  Sterling,  which  at  20  Years  Purchafe,  and  if  C 
“  per  Cent,  is  3  J 

5  «T°ri,e  Diffef,enf  between  4*o  4  and  570 1.  for  Arrearages  , 

of  Rents  which  may  be  computed  at  half  the  Time  of  the  l 
‘  other  Arrearages,  that  is  n  Years  at  165  perCent.  § 

6  Ferries  let  on  fhortLeafes,  the  Rents  being  40/.  a  Year  are  ? 

“  worth  “  f 

7  .Lan^  fettIed  ’n  the  Province  for  which  no  Grants  are  yet  ^ 

‘  palfed,  except  a  few  fince  the  above  Account  was  taken,  ? 

not  lefs  than  400,000  Acres,  which  at  /.  1  c  100  a-  r 
“  mounts  to  3 

“  Rent  atan  Half-penny  an  Acre  is  f,  833  6  8  a? 

Year  Sterling,  reckon’d  as  abovfc  is  £ 


‘‘MANOR  S. 


2,72*  i©  a 


63,000 


0  0 


0  0 


37,500  O  0 


(C 

ee 


2  Gilbert's,  25 

3  Springfield,  12 


« 

<< 


3j200 

i,6oo 

2,500 


“  4  Highlands,  15 

•  5  Spring-tow.  w  10,000 

VJnuntSfi  40  20,000 

7  Richland  r  35  10,000 

9  About  20  Trads  in  the  feveral  Counties 
“  Acres  each  ;  reckon’d  io,oco  at  40/ 

«  o  C  bwy'-i  207  Acres  at  5  /. 

*  8  }  On  the  North  Side  of  the  Town  5o  30 


70 

75 

30 

35 

35 

*5 

mofily 


500 


“  l  Back  of  the  faid  Land 


*5 


lo 


<< 


“  *oa  Feet  at  6/. 


£■ 

x  3^278 

10  © 

T  H.  5,360 

a  0 

2,240 

0  © 

1,200 

0  0 

7S° 

0  0 

3>5°° 

0  0 

7,050 

0  0 

1,500 

0  © 

4,000 

©  0 

2,035 

0  0 

2,500 

0  0 

jSo 

0  0 

It  3 

4  600 

0  0 

1 

6s» 

0  0 

217,725 

10  0 
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«< 


Penfylvania  Curr, 
Brought  over  ,£.  217,725  100 


11  Bank  Lot  between  Cedar  and  Pine  Street,  204  Feet  at  3  /. 

12  Front  Lot  on  the  Side  of  Cedar  Street  102  3 

13  Ditto  between  Cedar  and  Pine  Street  160  2 

14  Bank  Lot  between  the  tame  Streets  40  a 

15  Marih  Land  near  the  Town  600  Acres  at  3/. 

16  Ditto  200  Acres,  at  13.  Sterling  Rent,  and  165  per  Cent,  is 

“  Lands  within  the  Draft  of  the  Town,  at  lealt  500  Acres. 


it 


250  neareft  Delaware,  at  15  /.  per  Acre 
“  250  neareft  Schuylkill,  at  10/.  per  Acre 


17  Omitted. - Streiper's  Traft  in  Bucks  County,  35  Miles; 

“  5,000  Acres  at  25 /. 

18  The  Rents  of  the  above  Manors  and  Lands  being  77,072 
“  Acres  at  a  Half- penny  per  Acre.  20  Years  Purchale, 
“  and  165  per  Cent.  Exchange,  is 


«<  The  Government  to  be  calculated  at  no  lefs  than  was  to  have 
“  been  paid  for  it,  viz.  11,000  /.  at  165  per  Cent,  is 


612 
306 
320 
80 
1,800 
330 

3.75° 

2,5(30 


1,250  o  o 


5.298 


12  o 


£.  233,972  2  ® 

18,150  o  9 


l 


£.  252,122  2 


“  In  this  Calculation  no  Notice  is  taken  of  the  Thirds  referved 
44  on  the  Bank  Lots  (a  Copy  of  the  Patents  J.  Penn  has  by 
“  him  to  fhew  the  Nature  of  them  *)  and  nine  Tenths  of  1 
“  the  Province  remains  undifpofed  of. 

«*  Three  Fifths  of  all  Royal  Mines  is  referved  in  the  Grants, 
44  and  in  all  Grants  ^nce  the  Year  1732.  One  fifth  Part  of  1 
4‘  all  other  Mines,  delivered  at  the  Pits  Mouth  without 
Charge  is  alfo  referved. 

*  No  Value  is  put  on  the  Proprietor’s  Right  to  efcheated  ^ 

44  Lands  ;  and,  befides  thefe  Advantages,  feveral  Offices  > 
“  are  in  the  Proprietor’s  Gift  of  confiderable  Value.  J 


“  Regifter  General,  about  200  /. 


41  Naval  Officer, 

“  Clerk  of  Philadelphia, 
44  Chejler , 

“  Bucks, 

“  Lancaster, 


44  Befides  feveral  other  Offices  of  lefs  Value. 
94  guefled  at.” 


Thefe  are  only 


l 


The  above  Paper  has  no  Date,  but  by  fundry  Circumftances  in  it,  particularly 
there  being  no  Value  put  on  the  ‘Thirds  of  the  Bank  Lots,  becaufe  they  were  not  then 
fallen  in;  and  by  the  Valuation  put  on  the  Lands  (which  is  very  different  from  their 
p>refent  Value)  it  mull  have  been  drawn  while  Mr.  Thomas  Penn  refided  in  Pen- 
jylvania ,  and  probably  more  than  Twenty  Years  ago  :  Since  which  Time  a  vafl  Ad¬ 
dition  has  been  made  to  the  Value  of  the  Referved  Lands ,  and  a  great  Quantity  of 
Land  has  been  difpofed  of,  peihaps  equal  to  all  preceding. 

We  mutt  therefore  add  to  the  above  Sum  of  f.  252,122:  2:  0.  the  following 
Articles,  viz. 

**By  thefe  Patents,  at  the  end  oF  50  Years  the  Proprietor  was  to  have  One  Third  of  the 
V alue  of  the  Lots  and  the  Buildings,  a#d  other  Improvements  crofted  on  them, 

i.  For 


48,24° 


10,560 


o  o 


6,800  o  o 
8, coo  o  o 

36.500  o  o 
53,000  o  o 

43.500  o  a 

36,000  o  o 
2,685  0  o 
5,060  o  o 


18,750 

15,000 


o  o 


0  o 


Penfylvania  Curr. 
Brought  over  £,  252,122  2  o 

1.  Bor  the  increafed  Value  of  the  Lands  of  the  Conejlogoe  Ma 

nor  now  valued  3t  400/.  per  Hundred  Acres,  and  in 
above  Eftimate  valued  only  at  40  l.  per  Hundred 
the  faid  increafed  Value  being  360  /.  per  Hundred 
13,400  Acres, 

2.  For  the  increafed  Value  of  Gilbert's  Manor,  now  worth  7 

400 1.  per  Hundred  Acres,  $ 

3.  For  Ditto  on  Springfield  Manor,  now  worth  500  /.  perl 

Hundred  Acres,  5 

4.  For  Ditto  on  Highland's  Manor,  now  worth  350/.  per  Hun- 7 

dred  Acres,  J 

5.  For  Ditto  on  Springtozvn,  now  worth  400/.  per  Hundred  7 

Acres,  5 

6.  For  Ditto  on  Vincent's  Manor,  now  worth  300  l.  per  Hun-  7 

dred  Acres,  $ 

7.  For  Ditto  on  Richland's  now  worth  450  l.  per  Hundred  7 

Acres,  5 

9.  For  Ditto  on  the  20  Trails,  now  worth  300/.  /^Hundred 7 
Acres,  £ 

8.  For  Ditto  on  Springetshury ,  See.  at  leaft 

9.  For  Ditto  on  ail  the  Articles  of  Lots  from  No.  9  to  14GI 

being  trebled  in  Value,  .  J 

15.  For  Ditto  on  the  Marjb  Land,  now  worth  20  /.  per  Acre,  10,200  o 

>6t  For  Ditto  on  the  Value  of  Lands  within  the  Draft  of  the' 

‘ Tovjn ,  now  worth  one  with  another,  50  /,  per  Acre,  * 

17.  ¥ or  Ditto  ®n  Streiper' s  Trafl  now  worth  325  l.per  Hundred. 

[On  the  next  Articles  for  the  Referved  Rent,  and  the  Value 
of  the  Government,  we  add  no  Advance.] 

For  the  Thirds  of  the  Bank  Lots  and  Improvements  on  them,  T 

as  they  fell  in  after  this  Eftimate  was  made  ;  reckoning  every  C  37,280  0  o 
20  Feet  of  Ground  with  its  Improvements,  one  with  another,  C 

worth  480  /.  the  Thirds  being  160/.  for  each  20  Feet,  - ■ - - — 

573,697  2  o 

Thus  far  for  the  prefent  Value  of  what  was  then  eiHmated,*t 
But  fince  that  Time,  very  great  Quantities  of  Latid  have  been 
fold,  and  feveral  nevo  Manors  laid  out  and  referv'd  ;  one 
of  which,  viz.  that  of  Conedoguinet  is  faid  to  contain 
30,000  Acres  :  The  Quantity  fold  fince  the  Eftimate,  muft 
beat  leaft:  equal  to  what  was  fold  before,  as  the  People 
are  doubled,  and  the  Manors  probably  equaj  in  Quantity  :  ^ 

We  may  therefore  fuppofe,  that  a  fair  Eftimate  of  the 
Lands  fold,  Rents  and  Manors  referved,  and  new  Towns 
laid  out  into  Lots,  fince  the  above  Eftimate,  would  be  at 
leaft:  equal  to  it,  that  is  another  Tenth,  and  amount  alfo 
to  573>697  s  2  :  o,  J 

Carried  over  £.  .  4  so 

*  The  Lots  of  Land  within  the  Plan  of  the  Town  were  originally  promis’d  to  be  given  to  the 
Purchafers  of  Land  in  the  Country.  But  that  has  been  long  fince  dilcontinued  j  and  for 
many  Years  paft  the  Proprietor  has  Ihut  the  Office,  and  forbid  his  Agents  even  to  fell  any  more 
of  them  ;  intending  to  keep  them  all,  till  he  can  let  them  out  on  high  Ground  Rents,  or 
on  Building  Leafes.  500  Acres  divided  into  Houfe  Lots,  and  difpos’d  of  in  this  Manner, 
will  alone  make  a  vail  Eftate.  The  old  Proprietor  likewife  in  his  Plan  of  the  City,  laid 
out  five  large  Squares,  one  in  each  Quarter,  and  one  in  the  Centre  ot  the  Plan,  and  gave 
the  fame  to  the  Inhabitants  for  ptihlick  Ufes.  This  he  publifh’d  in  all  Ins  Accounts  of  the 
Country,  and  his  Papers  of  Invitation  and  Encouragement  to  Settlers  ;  but  as  no  formal 
Deed  or  Conveyance  of  thofe  Squares  is  now  to  be  found,  the  prefent  Proprietor  has  re¬ 
fum'd  them,  turn’d  them  again  into  private  Property  that  the  Number  of  his  Lets  may  be 
increas’d  ;  and  his  Surveyor  General  in  his  lately  publifh’d  Plan  of  the  City,  has  conceal'd 
nil  thofe  Squares  by  running  intended  Streets  over  them-  A  Proceeding  equally  pdiops  to  tjie 
People,  and  diffionourablc  to  the  Family  !  f 

I  i  For 


573,697  2  e 
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Brought  over 


Penfylvama  Curr, 
£'  1>,47j394  4  o 

'I 


b 


856,484.  o  o 


>le 

ds  I 

1 '  l 


8,486,724  O  O 


For  Eight  of  thefe  Nine  Tenths  of  the  Province  which  were 
not  difpos’d  of  at  the  Time  of  making  the  Eftimate  ;  Note, 

The  Province  Grant  to  William  Penn  is  of  three  Degrees  of 
Latitude,  and  five  of  Longitude  ;  each  Degree  of  Latitude 
contains  69^  Statute  Miles,  and  each  Degree  of  Longitude  a- 
bout  Lat.  40  contains  53  Statute  Miles ;  fo  the  Dimenfions  of  4,384,838 
the  Province  are  265  Miles  by  208.J,  which  gives  for  its  Con-  J 
tents  55,252 \  (qua re  Miles  or  Thirty  five  Millions,  Three  Hun -  j 
([red  and  Sixty-one  Thoufand,  Six  Hundred  Acres  •  Eight  j 
Tenths  of  this  Quantity,  is  28,289,280  Acres,  which  at£.  15  ! 
to  s.  per  100  Acres  (the  prefect  felling  Price)  is 
For  the  yearly  Quitrent  on  28,289,280  Acres  at  a  Halfpenny 
Sterling  per  Acre,  is  58,936 /.  per  Annum,  which  at  165  per 
Cent,  and  20  Years  Purchafe,  is 
For  the  additional  Value  on  One  Tenth  Part,  at  leafi,  of  tliofe 
Eight  Tenths,  which  being  pick'd  out  of  the  beft  ot  the  Lands 
after  every  Purchafe  from  the  Indians ,  before  any  private  Per 
fon  is  allowed  to  take  up  any,  and  kept  for  20  or  30  Years,  is 
to  be  fold  at  a  Medium  for  300  /.  per  loo  Acres  Advance  ; 
this  on  2,828,928  Acres,  is  ‘ 

For  the  Three  Fifths  of  all  Royal  Mines,  and  One  Fifth  of  all  o- 
ther  Mines  referv’d  to  theie  Lords  Proprietors,  we  can  as  yet 
eftimate  no  Sum,  and  mud  leave  it  a  Blank  as  we  find  it  ;  but 
fince  in  the  Ridges  of  Mountains  not  yet  fettled,  fome  very  va¬ 
luable  Specimens  of  Ores  have  been  found  by  Travellers,  it 
is  not  unlikely  this  Article  may  in  Time  become  confiderable 
beyond  Computation. 

For  the  Offices  we  fhall  likewife  make  no  Eftimation,  tbo’  they 
are  greatly  increas’d  in  Number  and  Value,  with  the  Iucreafe 
of  People  ;  as  we  believe  the  Proprietaries  do  not  raife  immedi¬ 
ate  Money  from  the  Grants  of  thofe  Offices  at  prefent,  they 
bemg  chiefly  difpos’d  of  to  bribe  or  reward  their  Partifans  and 
Favourites ;  in  which  however  they  may  find  their  Account. 

For  the  Efckeats  we  likewife  add  nothing  ;  for  tho’  it  is  thought 
a  valuable  Article,  we  have  no  Information  on  which  we  can 
form  any  Judgment  concerning  its  Value,  it  muft  however  be 
continually  increafing. 

There  is  another  Article,  we  are  greatly  at  a  Lofs  about,  which 
is  the  lnterefi  of  Money  arifing  to  the  Proprietors  from  Secur 
ties  on  Lands  poffefs’d  by  Perfons  unable  to  make  prefent  Pay 
ment.  Tbefe  pay  not  only  Quitrent  for  the  Land  but  lnterefi  f* 
for  the  Purchafe  Money.  This  lnterefi  *  is  thought  to  be  a  ve-  | 
vy  confiderable  Income,  but  we  cannot  eftimate  it.  -/ 

The  Three  Lower  Counties  on  Delaware,  which  are  a  diftinft 
Territory  and  Government  fiom  the  Province  of  Penfylvanha ,  / 
and  held  by  a  different  Title,  are  alfo  a  very  valuable  Part  of 
the  Proprietary  Efiate?  tho’  what  Value  fliould  be  put  on  the  \ 
fame  is  at  prefent  difficult  to  lay.  * 


8  o 


Total  in  Penfylvania  Currency  15,875,500  12  o 
In  Sterling,  about  Ten  Millions  ! 

But  on  the  whole,  It  appears  pretty  clearly,  that  deducing  all  the  Articles  con¬ 
taining  the  Valuation  of  Lands  yet  unfold,  and  unappropriated  within  their  Patent, 
and  the'  Manors  and  Rents  to  be  hereafter  referv’d,  and  allowing  for  any  fmall  over¬ 
valuations  in  their  prefent  referv’d  Lands  and  Incomes  [tho’  ’tis  thought  if  any  be  it 
will  not  be  found  to  exceed  the  under-Valuation  in  other  Infiances]  there  cannot  re¬ 
main  lei’s  than  a  Million  ot  Property  which  they  now  at  this  Time  have  in  Pen- 
f)  Ivania. 

*  See  Fijher  s  Account  hereafter. 

And 


2,100,00®  0  © 


481,250  o  o 
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And  in  tint  Province  there  are  hut  2(0,000  Families,  to  each  of  which,  one  with  a- 
nother,  there  does  not  belong  more  than  300  l.  of  Property,  if  fo  much  ;  which 
muhiply’d  by  20,000  gives  6, 000,000  /.  for  the  whole  Property  of  the  People  there. 

The  Proprietaries  then  have  in  prefent  Poffcffion  a  Property  there  at  lead  equal  to 
one  fixth  of  That  of  the  People.  They  ought  therefore  to  pay  the  fame  Proportion 
of  the  ^X>3xcs» 

That  the  Reader  may  form  fome  Judgment  of  the  Profits  made  by  this  Monopoly 
of  Land  in  America  in  Favour  of  the  House  of  Penn,  we  fhall  juft  mention,  that 
the  Land  is  firft  purchafed  of  the  Indians ,  and  none  but  th eJProfndtors  are  allow’d  to 
purchafe  of  the  Indians  within  the  Limits  of  their  Grant  :  The  Indians  of  late  Years 
have  fomewhat  rais’d  their  Price  ;  and  for  the  lait  great  Purchafe  in  1754,  which  was 
of  about  Seven  Millions  of  Acres,  they  demanded  (how  much  do  you  think  ?)  no  leis 
than  2000  Dollars  amounting  at  Seven  and  Sixpence  Currency  each,  to  Seven  Hun ^ 
dred  and  Fifty  Pounds.  .  Pcniyl.  Currency. 

The  Land  to  bought  the  Proprietor  has  the  Moderation  to  fell  a 

(except  the  bell  of  it  referv’d  in  Manors  for  himlelf  )  at  fo*ow  ,  ,£.1,085,000  o  o 
a  Price  asP.  15  xo  0  per  Hundred  Acres,  which  will  produce  ) 

Deuuit  the  Purchafe  Money _ 75°  0  0 

Remains  Profit  1,084,250  o  o 

Befides  the  Profit,  of  a  Tenth  of  the  7,000,000  Acres,  referv  d  in  . 

Manors  to  be  fold  hereafter  at  an  Advance  ol  at  leal!  300/,  per  C 
Plundred  Acres  ' 

And  alio  the  Quitrent  to  be  referv’d  on  7,cco,ooo  Acres  at  \d.  ^ 

Sterling  per  Acre  £.  14,583:  6:  8  which  at  165  per  Cent,  > 

and  20  Years  Purchafe,  is  worth  _ _ 

Profit ,  in  all  3,665,500  o  o 

But  the  Indian  Council  at  Onondaga  not  being  fatisfied  with  the  Sale  of  fo  much 
Land  at  once,  the  Proprietors  have  fince  been  obliged  to  difgorge  a  Part  of  the  Hunt¬ 
ing  Country  they  had  not  paid  for ,  and  reconvey  the  lame  to  the  Indians ,  who,  when 
they  are  difpos’d  to  fell  it,  may  uofiibly  demand  2000  Dollars  more,  for  which  the 
above  Account  mult  then  have  Credit. 

One  would  think  tint  where  fuch  good  Bargains  are  bought  of  the  poor  Natives, 

:  -  e  fboul  1  be  no  Occafion  for  fraudulent  Art  to  over-reach  them,  in  order  to  take 
-  ;  di.’.n  is  granted  :  And  that  if  a  War  cccalion’d  by  l'ucb  Injuries  fhould  bedrawn 

:  innocent  Inhabitants,  thofe  who  were  the  Caufe  of  the  War,  if  they  did  not, 
n  . dice  they  ought,  bear  the  whole  Expence  of  it,  at  lead  they  would  not  refufe 
>  bear  a  reafonable  Pait.  Whether  this  has  ever  been  the  Cafe  is  now  a  Subjett  of 
Publick  Enquiry. 

But  let  us  fee  how  the  Land  bought  in  fuch  lumping  Pennyworths  of  the  Natives 
by  the  Monopolilt,  is  huckfer'd  out  again  to  the  King’s  Subjects.  To  give  the 
Reader  fome  Idea  of  this,  after  remarking  that  £.  15  10  o  per  Hundred  Acres  lor 
wild  Land,  is  three  Times  dearer  than  the  Proprietor  of  Maryland's  Price,  and  ten 
Times  dearer  than  his  Majefty’s  Lands  in  Virginia  and  Carolina,  both  as  good  if  not 
better  Countries,  we  fhall  prefent  him  with  a  genuine  Account,  ftaed  under  the  Hand 
of  the  Proprietor's  Receiver  General,  obtain’d  with  great  Difficulty  by  the  Purchafer 
of  two  Trails  of  Land,  tome  Time  after  he  had  paid  his  Money  j  when  on  more 
particular  Conllderation  of  the  Sum  paid  compar’d  with  the  Quantity  bought,  he 
imagin’d  he  had  paid  too  much.  The  Account  is  as  follows,  viz. 

JOHN  FISHER  in  Right  of  JACOB  JOB  Dr. 

“  To  Land  423  A.  53  Ps.  in  Pextang  Townfkip,  Lancafler  Court-? .. 

“  ty,  granted  to  laid  Job  by  Warrant  of  Mar.  19th,  I742 
“  Intereit  from  ill  March  4732  to  19th  March  1742,  is  1©  Years 
**  j8  Days 

105  3  3 

19th  March  1742,  paid  15 
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Pcnfyl.  Cur, 
Brought  over  90  3  3 


by  Warrant  of  gtl 
itereft  from  ift  Me 
Months,  8  Days 


t(  9th  January  1743  paid 


goth  February  1747. 
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£.  141  4  8 

70  18  11 


Transfer,  &  c. 


7-tz  13  7 

Philadelphia,  23d  February  1747, 

«  Received  of  John  Fijher  Two  Hundred  and  Twelve  Pounds,  Three  Shillings 
<t  and  Seven  Pence,  in  full  for  423  Acres  in  P extang  Townfhip,  granted  by  War, 
c<  rant  0f  ,9th  March  1742,  to  Jacob  Job,  and  for  268  Acres  in  fame  Townfhip,  by 
“  Warrant  of  9th  January  1743  to  Thomas  Cooper ,  both  in  the  County  of  Lan* 
caftcr » 


3  7 
10 


Fees 


For  the  Hon.  Proprietaries, 

LYNFORD  LARDNER  Receiver  Gen, 


N.  B,  The  Quitrent  in  full  to  ift  March  1747. 


The  Purchafer  not  being  fkill’d  in  Accounts,  but  amaz  d  at  the  Sum,  apply  d  to 
a  Friend  to  examine  this  Account,  who  dated  it  over  again  as  follows,  ‘Via. 


Dr. 


1742.  , 

19th  March 


“  JOHN  F  I  S  H  E  R  in  the  Right  of  JACOB  JOB, 

To  423  Acres,  50  Per.  of  Land,  in  Pextang, County  , 

“  Lane  after,  granted  to  faid  Job  by  Warrant  dated  6  s  12  1 


««  this  Day 


<f  By  Cafli  paid  that  Day 


1500 


£•  s°  «*  1 
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Pcnfylvania  Cunr. 

Brought  over  £.  50  12  1 

‘‘To  Intereft  on  £  $0  :  1  j  ;  1  from  the  19th  March  ■ 

“  174a  to  20th  Feb.  I747,  being  s\.y.  hot.  i^.  ’ 

To  5  Years  Qmtrent  for  laid  Land  at  One  Half- 
“  penny  Sterl.  per  Acre  per  Ann.  viz.  from  March 
“  1741,  the  Time  the  Land  was  furveyed  (for 
“  Quitrent  ought  not  to  be  paid  before)  to  March 
“  1747  amounting  in  the  whole  to  £  4  :  8  ;  4  Ster- 
“  lmg  at  85  per  Cent,  the  Exchange  charg’d  in  ] 

“  the  Account  delivered  — 

“  20th  Feb.  1747.  Sum  due  on  Job's  Right  £.73  16  7 

“  JOHN  FISHER,  in  Right  of  THOMAS  COOPER.  Dr. 

“  To  268  Acres  of  Land  in  PexAwgaforefaid,  granted  7 

“  faid  Cooper  by  Warrant  this  Day  5  10  9 

“  By  Calh  paid  that  Day  7  i0 


J743- 

9  th  January, 


“  9th  Jan.  1743 ,  Ballancedue  £•  34- 


“  To  Intereft  on  £  34 :  o :  9  from  9th  Jan.  I743,  t0 ' 
“  20th  Feb.  1747  being  4j».  1  m.  11  d. 

“  To  4  Years  and  2  Months  Qmtrent  for  faid 
“  Lands,  viz.  from  .Jan,  1743  to  the  Firft  March 
“  I747,  Amounting  in  the  whole  to  £  z  ;  6  :  6 
“  Sterling,  at  85  perCent 


r< 


“  zoih  Feb.  1747.  Sum  due  on  Cooper's  Right  £46  71 

“  In  Feb.  1747,  John  Fijher  obtained  a  Proprietary  Patent  for  the  Lands  above 
mentioned.  But  by  the  Accompts  then  exhibited  to  him,  and  which  be  paid 
“  he  was  charged  on  (foi  rRight  £  141  :  4  :  8  which  is  £  67  :  8  :  1  more  than  the  a- 
“  bove  Account,  and  alfo  was  charged  on  Coopers  Right,  £70:  18;  ir,  which  is 
“  £  24  :  3  s  34  more  than  the  above  Accomptof  Cooper's.  So  that  by  the  two  Ac- 
“  compts  it  is  fuppofed  he  has  paid  £.91  11  4!  more  than  could  legally  be  re? 
“  ceived  from  him. 

“  The  Reafon  of  fuch  great  Difference  in  the  Accompts  are  asfcllow,  viz. 

“  ill  That  Intereft  has  been  charged  on  the  Confideration  Money  for  Job's  Land 
“  for  10  Years  and  18  Days  before  the  Land  was  I'm  vey’d. 

“  zd  That  Quitrent  has  alfo  b°en  charged  for  that  Time  at  8 jr  per  Cent. 

“  3d  That  the  Pi  inciple  and  Int;reft  to  the  Time  of  Warrant  and  Survey  were 
“  added  together,  and  that  Intereft  was  charged  for  that  Total  to  the  Time  the  Pa- 
“  tent  was  granted. 

“  4th  That  Intereft  has  been  charged  on  the  Confideration  Money  for  Ccqper'i 
“  Land,  for  5^.  ioot.  8  d.  before  1  he  Land  was  furyey’d, 

“  5th  That  Quitrent  has  alfo  been  charged  for  that  Time  at  85  per  Cent. 

“  6th  That  the  Principle  and  Intereft  to  the  Time  of  Warrant  and  Survey  were 
“  added,  and  Intereft  charged  for  that  Total  tp  the  Time  the  Patent  was  granted, 
“  which  is  compound  Jniercjl,"> 

To  thefe  Remarks  of  the  Accountant  vve  fliall  only  add,  That  the  Price  of  Ex¬ 
change  between  Fh.ladelphla  and  London  is  not  fix’d,  but  rites  and  falls  according  to 
the  Demand  for  Bills  5  That  85  per  Cent,  charg’d  for  the  Exchange  in  this  Account 
is  the  highejl  Exchange  that  perhaps  was  ever  given  in  Penfylvania ,  occasion'd  by 
fome  particular  Scarcity  of  Bills  at  a  particular  Time  ;  That  the  Proprietor  himfelf 
inhisEftimate  reckons  the  Exchange  but  at  65,  which  is  indeed  near  theMedium,  an<J 
this  Charge  is  to  per  Cent,  above  it.  That  the  Valuing  the  Currency  of  the  Country 
according  to  the  cafual  Rate  of  Exchange  with  London ,  is  in  itfelf  a  falfe  Valuation 
the  Currency  not  being  really  depreciated  in  Proportion  loan  occafional  Rife  of  Ex¬ 
change;  fince  every  Neceffary  of  Life  is  to  be  purchas’d  in  the  Country,  and  every 
Article  of  Expence  defray’d  by  that  Currency  ( Englijb  Goods  only  excepted)  at  as 
Jsyv  p.ates  after  as  before  fucb  Rite  of  Exchange  ;  That  therefoie  the  Proprietor’s  o- 

hhgmg 
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bhgmg  thofe  who  purcliafe  of  him  to  pay  their  Rents  according  to  the  Rate  of  Ex- 
^anoe  .s  umuft,  the  Rate  of  Exchange  including  withal  the  Rifqtie  and  Freight  an 
remitting  Money  to  England-,  and  is  befides  a  dangerous  Pradice,  as  the  great 
Slims  to  be  yearly  remitted  to  him,  put  it  in  the  Power  of  his  own  Agents  to  play 
aliens  with  the  Exchange  at  Pleafure,  raife  it  at  the  Time  of  Year  when  they  are 
to  receive  the  Rents,  by  buying  a  few  Bills  at  a  high  Price,  and  afterwards  lower 
it  by  refraining  to  buy  till  they  are  fold  more  reafonabiy. 

By  this  Account  of  the  Receiver  General’s,  it  appears  we  have  omitted  two  other 
Articles  in  the  Eftimation  of  the  Proprietary  Eftate,  <viz. 

For  the  Quitrents  of  Lands  many  fears  before  they  are  granted  ! 

For  the  lute  re  It  of  the  Par  chafe -Money  many  Years  before  the  7  -  -  -  . 

Par  chafes  are  made !  > 

On  what  Pretence  thefe  Articles  of  Charge  are  founded,  how  far  they  may  be  ex¬ 
tended  and  what  they  may  amount  to,  is  beyond  our  Knowledge;  we  are  therefore 
obliged  to  leave  them  blank  till  we  can  obtain  more  particular  Information, 


AUho'  we  have  not  in  this  Work  taken  particular  Notice  of  the 
numerous  halfhcods  and  Calumnies  which  were  continually  thrown 
cut  againft  the  Affernbly  and  People  of  Penfylvania,  to  keep  a- 
Lve  the  Prejudices  rais  d  by  the  Arts  of  the  Proprietary  and  his 
Agents  ,  yet  as  we  think  it  will  not  be  deem'd  improper  to  give 
t/:e  heady,  jome  Specimen  of  them ,  we  fall  on  that  Account ,  and 
as  it  affords  additional.  Light  concerning  the  Conduct  and  State 
of  thus  1 ,  ovihee,  fubjom  a  Paper  printed  and  publifb'd  here  in 
September  1757,  by  a  Gentleman  who  had  the  bejt  Opportuni¬ 
ties  of  being  acquainted  with  the  Truth  of  the  Fails  he  relates. 
Amy  offer  I  roof  indeed r,  of  their  Authenticity  can  fcarce  be 
thougvt  lequifite,  when  tis  known  that  fince  that  Time  no  one  has 
ev~r  offer  4  to  publifh  the  leaf  Thing  in  Contradiction  *,  alt  ho'  before , 
fcarce  a  i,  eta  claps  d  wit  a  cut  the  Lews- Papers  furnifbing  us  with 
Jome  anonymous  Abufe  of  that  Colony . 


To  the  Printer  of  the  Citizen,  or,  General  Advertifir. 

S  I  R, 

N  y^rPaper  of  the  ninth  Inftant,  I  obferve  the  following  Paragraph,  viz.  4  The 
"  ‘  ialt  Letters  from  Philadelphia  bring  Accounts  of  the  icalping  the  Inhabitants 
,  thc  Bac,c  Pfycts  by  the  Indians :  At  the  fame  Time  the  Difputes  between  the 
Governor  and  the  Affernbly  are  carried  on  teas  great  a  Height!)  as  ever,  and  the 
Meflages  lent  from  the  Affernbly  to  the  Governor,  and  from  the  Governor  to  the 
(  Affemhiy,  ate  expreffed  in  Terms  which  give  very  little. Hopes  of  a  Reconciliati- 
on.  I  he  Bd!  to  raife  Money  is  clogged,  lb  as  to  prevent  the  Governor  from 
giving  his  Conlent  to  it ;  and  the  Ghf  inaey  of  the  Quakers  in  the  Affernbly  is  fuch, 
,  ‘bat  they  will  m  no  Shape  alter  it :  So.  that  while  the  Enemy  is  in  the  Heart  of 
the  Country  Cavils  prevent  any  Thing  being  done  tor  its  Relief.— Mr.  Denny 

is  the  third  Governor  witft  whom  the  Affernbly  has  had  theft  Difputes  within  a 
4  few  Years.  1 

As  this  Paragraph,  like  many  others  heretofore  publifhed  in  the  Papers,  is  not 
founded  in  I  ruth,  but  calculated  to  prejudice  the  Pubiick  againft  the  Quakers  and 
People  of  Fen/ylvy, a,  you  are  defined  to  do  that  injured  Province  Come  Jufiice  in 
pubhfhmg  the  following  Remarks  j  which  would  have  been  fent  you  fooner  had  the 

Paper  come  fooner  to  my  Hands,  . 

i.  i  hat  the  Icalping  of  live  Frontier  Inhabitants  by  the  Indians  is  no'  peculiar  to 

Penjyt * 
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Penfylvania,,  but  common  to  all  the  Colonies  in  proportion  as  their  Frontiers  are 
moie  or  lels  extended  and  expos’d  to  the  Enemy.  That  the  Colony  of  Virginia ,  in 
which  there  are  very  few,  if  any,  Quakers,  and  none  in  the  AJfembly,  has  loft  more 
Inhabitants  and  Territory  by  the  War  than  Penfylvania.  That  even  the  Colony 
of  Nezv-York,  with  all  its  own  Forces,  a  great  BoJy  of  Nezu-England  Troops  en¬ 
camp’d  on  its  Frontier,  and  the  regular  Army  under  Lord  Loudon  polled  in  different 
Places,  has  not  been  able  to  fecure  its  Inhabitants  from  Scalping  by  the  Indians  ; 
who  coming  fecretly  in  very  finall  Parties  fkulking  in  the  Woods,  mud  fometimes 
have  it  in  their  Power  to  lurprize  and  deftroy  Travellers,  or  fingle  Families  fettled 
in  fcattered  Plantations,  notwithftanding  all  the  Care  that  can  poflibly  be  taken  by 
any  Government  for  their  Protection,  Centinels  polled  round  an  Army,  whila 
Handing  on  their  Guard,  with  Arms  in  their  Hands,  are  often  kill’d  and  fealp’d  by 
Indians .  How  much  eaiier  mull  it  be  for  fuch  an  Enemy  to  deftroy  a  Ploughman 
at  Work  in  his  Field  ? 

2.  That  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Frontiers  of  P enjylvania  are  not  Quakers,  were  in 
the  Beginning  of  the  War  fupplied  with  Arms  and  Ammunition  by  the  AJfembly, 
and  have  frequently  defended  themfelves  and  repelled  the  Enemy,  being  withheld 
by  no  Principle  from  Fighting;  and  the  LoiTes  they  have  fuffered  were  owing  intire- 
ly  to  their  Situation,  and  the  loofe  fcattered  Manner  in  which  they  had  fettled  their 
Plantations  and  Families  in  the  Woods,  remote  from  each  other,  in  Confidence  of 
lafting  Peace. 

3.  That  the  Difputes  between  the  late  and  prefent  Governors  and  the  Affembly 
of  Penfylvania,  w&e  occafion’d  and  are  continued  chiefly  by  asw  Instructions 
from  the  Proprietors  to  thole  Governors,  forbidding  them  to  pal’s  any  Laws  to  raife 
Money  for  the  Defence  of  the  Country  unlefs  tlte  Proprietary  Efiate,  or  much  the 
greatell  Part  of  it  was  exempted  from  the  Tax  to  be  raifed  by  Virtue  of  fuch  Laws, 
and  other  Claufes  inferted  in  them  by  which  the  Privileges  long  enjoy’d  by  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  and  which  they  think  they  have  a  Right  to,  not  only  as  Penfylvanians  but  as 
Englijhnien,  were  to  be  extorted  from  them,  under  their  prefent  D’ftreffes.  The 
Quakers,  who,  fho’  the  firft  Settlers,  are  now  but  a  fmail  Part  of  the  People  of  Pen- 
Jylvania,  were  concern’d  in  thefe  Difputes  oniy  as  Inhabitants  of  the  Province,  and 
not  as  Quakers ;  and  all  the  other  Inhabitants  join  in  oppojing  thofe  Injlrudions .  and 
contending  for  their  Rights,  the  Proprietary-Officers  and  Dependents  only  excepted, 
with  a  few  of  luch  as  they  can  influence. 

4.  That  tho’  fome  Quakers  have  Scruples  again!!  bearing  Arms,  they  have,  when 
moll  numerous  in  the  Affemb'y,  granted  large  Sums  for  the  King’s  Ufe,  (as  they 
exprefs  it)  which  have  been  apply’d  to  the  Defence  of  the  Pccvir.ce  ;  for  inllance,  in 
1755  ar,d  *756,  they  granted  the  Sum  of  55,000  /.  to  be  raifed  by  a  Tax  on  Dilates 
real  and  perfonal  ;  and  30,000 /.  to  be  raifed "  bv  Excife  on  Spirituous  Liquors  ;  be- 
fides  near  10,000/.  in  Flour,  &c.  to  General  BradJock  and  for  cutting  his  Roads, 
and  10,000/,  to  General  Shirley  in  Provifions  for  the  Nevj' England  and  Ne-zv-York 
Forces,  then  on  the  Frontiers  of  Nezv-York  ;  at  the  fame  Time  that  the  Contingent 
Expences  of  Government,  to  be  otherwife  provided  for,  were  greatly  and  neceffa- 
riiy  enhanced.  That  however,  to  remove  all  Pretence  for  Reflection  on  their  SeCi, 
as  obftru&ing  military  Meafures  in  Time  of  War,  a  Number  of  them  voluntarily 
quitted  their  Seats  in  Affembly  in  1756  ;  others  requefted  their  Friends  not  to  chute 
them  in  the  enfuing  Election,  nor  did  any  of  that  Profeffion  Hand  as  Candidates  or 
requell  a  Vcpe  for  themfelves  at  that  Election,  many  Quakers  refilling  even  to  vote 
at  all,  and  others  voting  for  fuch  Men  as  would  and  did  make  a  conjiderable  Majo¬ 
rity  in  the  Houfe  who  were  not  Quakers  ;  and  yet  four  of  the  Quakers,  who  were 
revertheleis  chofen,  refus’d  to  ferve,  and  Writs  were  iflued  for  new  Elections, 
when  four  olheis  not  Quakers  were  chofen  in  their  Places;  fo  that  of  36  Members, 
the  Number  of  which  the  Iioufe  confifts,  there  are  not  at  the  moll  above  12  of  that 
Denomination,  and  thofe  fuch  as  are  well  known  to  be  for  fupporting  the  Govern¬ 
ment  in  Defence  of  the  Country,  but  are  too  few,  if  they  were  againtt  fuch  a  Mea¬ 
sure,  to  prevent  it. 

5.  That  the  Bill  to  raife  Money,  faid  in  the  above  Article  of  News,  to  be  ‘ fo 
‘  clogg'd  as  to  prevent  the  Governor  fr-om  giving  his  Affent was  drawn  in  the  fame 
Form,  and  with  the  tame  Freedom  from  all  Clogs,  as  that  for  granting  60,000/. 
which  had  been  pa'.s’d  by  the  Governor  in  1755,  and  recei-v  d the  Royal  Approbation  ; 
that  the  real  Clogs  or  ObjlruSHons  to  its  Palling  were  not  in  the  Bill,  but  in  the  above - 
mention'd  Proprietary  InfiritNions ;  that  the  Governor  having  long  refus'd  his  Affent 
<  -  tt> 
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t0..the  BA!*  d‘d>  'n  Bxcyfe  his  Condna,  on  Lord  Loudoun's  Arrival  at  PhiladeU 
fhia  m  March  laft,  Jay  his  Reafons  before  his  Lordfliip,  who  was  pealed  to  com. 
mumcate  them  to  one  of  the  Members  of  the  Houle,  and  patiently  to  hear  what  that 
Member  had  to  fay  ,n  Anfwer,  the  Governor  himfelf  being  p.  efent ;  and  that  his 
Lordfhip  did  finally  declare  himfelf  fully  latisfied  with  the  Anfwers  made  to  thofe 
Rea  ions,  and  give  it  as  his  Opinion  to  the  Governor  that  he  ought  immediately 
to  pals  the  Bill,  any  InfruRions  he  might  have  to  the  contrary  from  the  Proprietors 
notwithstanding;  which  the  Governor  accordingly  comply’d  with,  pafs'd  the  Bill, 
on  the  a  ad  of  March,  and  the  Money,  being  roo,ooo  /.  for  the  Service  of  the  cur! 
rent  Year,  lias  been  ever  flnee  aftually  expending  in  the  Defence  of  the  Province. 
So  that  the  whole  Story  of  the  Bill's  not  palling,  the  Clogging  of  the  Bill  by  the 
AiTembly,  and  the  Oblhnacy  of  the  Quakers  pi  eventing  its  Paflage,  is  abfolutely  a 
malicious  and  notorious  Falfhood.  J 

6.  The  A  flection  of  the  News  writer,  ‘  that  mobile  ike  Enemy  is  in  the  Heart  of 
*  tLe  (funtry>  Cavils  prevent  any  Thing  being  done  for  its  Relief'  is  to  far  from  being 
true,  that,  iff.  The  Enemy  is  wot  nor  ever  was  in  the  Heart  of  the  Country, 
having  only  molefled  the  Frontier  Settlements  by  their  Parties.  *dly.  More 
1=  done  for  the  Relief  and  Defence  of  the  Country,  without  any  Afifance  from  the 
Crovsn,  than  is  done  perhaps  by  any  other  Colony  in  America  ;  there  having  been, 
foon  after  the  War  broke  out,  the  following  Forts  erefted  at  the  Province  Expence, 
in  a  L.ne  to  cover  the  Frontier,  viz.  HenJhavj' s  Fort  on  Delaware ,  Fort  Hamilton, 
Fo,t  Norris ,  Fort  Allen,  Fort  Franklin,  Fort  Lebanon,  Fort  William  Henry,  Fort 
Augufa,  Yon  Halifax,  Fort  Granville,  Fort  Shirley,  Fort  Littleton,  and  S hit  hen  f- 
burg  Fort,  befides  feveral  (mailer  Stockades  and  Places  of  Defence,  garriibned  by 
Tioops  m  the  Pay  of  the  Province  ;  under  whole  Proteftion  the  Inhabitants,  who 
at  nr  ft  abandon  d  their  Frontier  Settlements,  return’d  generally  to  their  Habitations, 
and  many  yet  continue,  tho’  not  without  fome  Danger,  to  cultivate  their  Lands  i 
By  theie  Penfylvaina  Troops,  under  Col.  Armfrong,  the  greatetf  Blow  was  given 
to  the  Enemy  l  ift  \  car  on  the  Chio 3  that  they  have  receiv’d  during  the  War  5  in 


burning  and  deftroying  the  Indian  Town  of 
Captain  Jacobs,  with  many  other  Indians,  and 

their  own  and  the  neighbouring  Piovtnces  : _ 

11,00  Soldiers  are  maintain’d  on  the  .Frontier 
by  the  Pro vince,  as  ranging  Companies 


Kittanning,  and  killing  their  great 
recovering  a  Number  of  Captives  of 


-Betides  the  Garrifons  in  the  Forts, 
in  Pay,  being  arm’d  and  accouter'd 
And  at  Philadelphia  Fifteen  Iron  Cannon, 

;\t  in  h  a  ct  J n  11  rf  o  »-»  A  rwi,-l t  ^  i _ 


J  x  , '  0  0  --  -i . ™  x  uvuia  riucen  4.1  on  cannon, 

eighteen  Pounders,  were  lalt  \  ear  purchas’d  in  England  and  added  to  the  Fifty  they 
had  before,  either  mounted  on  their  Batteries,  or  ready  to  be  mounted,  befides  a 
I  ram  of  Artillery,  being  new  Brafs  Field  Pieces  r2  and  6  Pounders,  with  all  their 
Appurtenances  m  extreme  good  Order,  and  a  Magazine  Aor’d  with  Ammunition, 
a  Quantity  of  large  Bomb-Shells,  and  above  2,000  new  Small  Arms  lately  pro¬ 
cured,  exclufive  of  thofe  m  the  Hands  of  die  People.  They  have  likewife  this 
Summer  fitted  out  a  so  Gun  Province  Ship  of  War,  to  fcour  the  Coafl  of  Priva¬ 
teers,  and  proteft  the  Trade  of  that  and  the  neighbouring  Provinces,  which  is 
more  than  any  other  Colony  to  the  Southward  of  New-England  has  done.  PenfyL 
vania  a  Ho  by  its  Situation  covers  the  greatefl  Part  of  Nuw-Jerfey,  all  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Delaware  Counties,  and  great  Part  of  Maryland,  from  the  Incurfions  of 
the  Indians,  without  receiving  any  Contribution  from  thole  Colonies,  or  the  Mo¬ 
ther  Country,  towards  the  Expence. 

i  confiftrnt  with  the  Knowledge  of  the  Subfcriber,  who  but 

.lately  left  Ihuadelphia,  is  row  in  London,  is  not  nor  ever  was  a  Quaker,  nor  writes 
tins  at  the  Requelt  of  any  Quaker  ;  but  purely  to  do  JuAice  to  a  Province  and  Peo¬ 
ple  of  late  frequently  abufed  in  namelefs  Papers  and  Pamphlets  putTfhed  in  En¬ 
gland.  And  he  hereby  calls  upon  the  Writer  of  that  Article  of  News  to  produce 
the  Letters  out  of  winch,  he  lays,  he  has  drawn  thofe  Calumnies  and  Falfhoods,  or 
to  take  the  Shame  to  himlelf. 

Penfylvania  Coffee-H oufe 7  WILLIAM  FRANKLIN, 

London,  Sep,  16,  1757, 


To  what  Is  faid  in  the  foregoing  Letter,  concerning  Col.  Armfrong'?,  Expedition  to 
A  manning,  it  may  not  be  am.is  to  add,  for  the  Information  of  the  Reader,  That  it 
was  urn  1  no  (mail  Difficulty  the  Commiffioners,  who  were  joined  with  the  Governor 
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in  theDifpofition  of  the  Money  granted  for  the  War,  obtained  the  employing  a  Part 
of  the  Provincial  Forces  as  Rangers.  They  repeatedly  remonlfrated  to  the  Governor 
that  the  only  effe&ual  Manner  of  carrying  on  a  War  with  Indians  was  to  fight  them 
in  their  own  Way,  i.  e.  to  fend  Parties  frequently  into  the  Indian  Country  to  furprize 
them  in  their  Hunting  and  Filhing,  deftroy  their  Corn  Fields,  burn  thejr  Habitations, 
and,  by  thus  continually  harrafting  them,  oblige  them  either  to  fuefor  Peace,  or  re¬ 
tire  farther  into  the  Country.  The  Experience  of  many  Years  Indian  War  in  New- 
England  was  in  Favour  of  this  Meafure.  The  Governor  himfelf  could  not  but  ac¬ 
knowledge  its  Expediency.  There  were  Motives,  however,  which,  with  him,  out¬ 
weighed  all  other  Confiderations  j  and  induced  him,  tho’ publickly,  to  approve  yet 
fecretly  to  decline  carrying  it  into  Execution.  A  Militia  Law  was  the  grand  Obiea 
he  had  in  View,  in  which  he  aim’d  to  have  the  foie  Nomination  of  all  the  Officers. 
Thefe  were  of  Courfe  to  be  Proprietary  Minions  and  Dependants,  who,  by  Means  of 
their  Power,  were  to  awe  and  influence  the  Eleftipns,  and  make  a  Change  in  the  Af- 
fembly  :  For  Draughts  of  fuch  as  were  moll  likely  to  give  Oppofition  might  eafily  be 
made  and  fent  to  garrifon  the  Frontier.  Should  therefore  the  Commiflloners  Scheme, 
of  carrying  the  War  into  the  Enemies  Country,  be  attended  with  Succefs,  and  a 
Stop  be  thereby  put  to  their  future  Incurfions,  the  Governor’s  main  Pretext  for  a  Mi¬ 
litia  (which  was  the  enabling  him  to  defend  the  Frontier)  would  of  Confequence  have 
no  longer  any  Appearance  of  Weight.  The  Commiflloners,  notwithftanding,  obfti- 
nately  perievered  in  urging  that  Parties  fhould  be  fent  out  in  the  Manner  they  recom¬ 
mended.  The  Governor  was  at  length  obliged  to  confent,  and  give  Orders  to  Col. 
Armfiong  for  that  Purpofe.  Under-hand  Meafuresfeem  however  to  have  been  taken  to 
render  tins  Projeft  fruitlefs.  Such  Delays  were  given  from  time  to  time  to  the  March 
ot  the  Forces,  after  the  Intention  of  the  Undertaking  was  publickly  known  (which 
by  the  Bye  was  to  have  been  kept  a  Secret)  that  the  Enemy  might  eafily  have  received 
Intelligence  of  our  Deligns  ;  and,  moreover,  fuch  a  confiderable  Number  of  Men 
were  added  to  the  Party  as  rendered  it  highly  improbable  they  fhould  reach  the  Place  of 
their  Deftination  undifcovered,  upon  which  depended  the  Whole  of  their  Succefs. 
By  great  good  Luck,  they  nevertlielefs  unexpe&edly  arrived  at  Kittanning ,  and  fuc- 
ceeded  as  above.  Encouraged  by  this  fortunate  Event  of  their  firft  Attempt,  the 
Comimflionersearneftly  prefs’d  that  this  Blow  might  be  followed  by  another  of  the 
ftme  Kind,  fo  that  the  Enemy  might  be  kept  in  continual  Apprehenfions  of  Danger. 
But  thefe  Encouragements  to  the  Commiflloners,  to  perfift  in  their  Plan  of  Opera¬ 
tions,  were  Inducements  with  the  new  Governor,  as  they  had  been  with  his  Prede- 
cefl'or,  to  evade  a  Compliance.  The  darling  Project  of  a  Militia  Law  was  of  more 
Conlequence  than  the  Prefervation  of  the  Blood  and  Treafure  of  People  with  whom 
he  had  no  natural  Connexion.  And  the  Refult  is,  that  notwithftanding  the  Com- 
iniflioners  have  over  and  over  ftrenuoufly  endeavoured  to  have  Parties  of  Rano-ers  fent 
again  into  the  Enemy’s  Country,  they  have  never  finee  been  able  to  prevail  with  the 
Governor  to  fend  them.  On  the  contrary,  tho’  they  could  furnifh  ten  Parties 
for  one  of  the  Indians,  the  Forces  have  been  confined  within  the  Forts,  taught 
regular  military  Dilcipline  (which  is  in  Fa6t  undifciplining  them  for  Indian 
War)  and  allowed  to  do  fcarce  any  Thing  but  Garrilon  Duty.  In  the  mean 
time  the  Indians  have  been  ftiffered  to  come  down  between  the  Forts,  murder 
and  fcalp  the  Inhabitants,  and  burn  and  deftroy  their  Settlements,  with  Impu¬ 
nity.  --That  a  Militia,  had  the  Governor  fuch  a  One  as  he  willies,  could 
not  prevent  thefe  Outrages,  is  obvious  to  every  Man  of  common  Underftand- 
ing.  Iiequent  1  rials  of  this  have  been  made  in  Virginia,  and  other  Go¬ 
vernments  where  Militias  have  been  long  in  ufe.  The  Confequence  of  which, 
was,  that  after  the  Governors  bad,  upon  the  News  of  any  Incurfions  of  the 
Enemy,  taken  the  Inhabitants  from  their  feveraj  Bufinefles  and  Occupations 
(oftentimes  Farmers  in  the  Midft  of  Hsrveft)  furnifhed  Piovifions  and  othir 
Neceflaries,  and  marched  them,  at  a  great  Expence,  to  the  Place  attacked, 
it  was  found  that  the  Enemy  were  fled,  and  perhaps  doing  Mtlchief  in  ano¬ 
ther  Pait  of  the  Frontier,  at  fifty  or  a  hundred  Miles  Diftance.  TUe 
People  therefore  fay  with  Truth,  that  it  would  be  far  lefs  expenfive  and 
inconvenient  to  them,  to  raife  and  pay  a  Number  of  Rangers  to  be  comi- 
nua.ly  employed  in  that  Service.  And  it  is  certain,  that  were  but  a  few 
Rangers  proper  h  employed,  they  would  he  wore  cffedual  in  fubduing  fuch  an 
nemy,  than  all  the  Militia  or  Regular  Forces  on  the  Continent  of  America.  The 
lending  of  thefe  againlt  locating  Fames  a!  Indian-,  being,  as  the  Proverb  has  it,  fettiw 
a  Cow  to  catch  a  Hare.  J  * 
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APPENDIX. 


Account  of  fundry  Sums  of  Money  paid  by  the  Province  of  Penfyl- 
vania  for  His  Majefty’s  Service ,  fince  the  Commencement  of 
Hojlilities  by  the  French  in  North-America  *,  exclufiv e  of  the 
general  Contingent  Expences  of  the  Government ,  which  have 
from  that  Time  increas’d  very  confiderably. 


Extracted  from  the  Journals  of  the  AJjembly. 

Penfylvania  Curr, 


for  Eft abli filing  a  Poft  between  Winchefter  in  Fir-  T 
ginia  and  Philadelphia,  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Army,  \ 
at  the  Requeft  of  the  faid  General.  J 

For  Provilions  fupplied  the  New  England,  and  New-  7 
York  Forces  under  General  fohnfon.  J 

For  Clothing  fent  the  Forces  under  General  Shirley. 
ForPrefents  to  the  Six  Nations  and  other  Indians  in  Al- 
liance  with  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  / 
Expences  attending  Two  Treaties  held  with  them,  f 
for  fecuring  them  to  the  Britijb  Inter  eft.  J 

For  Maintenance  of  the  Ohio  and  other  Weftern  In-" 
dians ,  who  had  taken  Refuge  in  Penfylvania  $. 
French  Defertersj  Soldiers  Wives  belonging  to 
Braddock's  Army  ;  Arms  and  Ammunition  deli¬ 
ver’d  to  fuch  of  the  Frontier  Inhabitants  as  were  not  . 
able  to  purchafe  any  for  their  Defence;  Relief  and  • 
Support  of  fundry  of  faid  Inhabitants  who  were 
driven  from  their  Plantations  by  the  Enemy ;  and 
for  Exprefles  and  other  Purpofes  for  His  Majefty’s 
Service. 

[The  above  Sums  were  paid  out  of  the  Treafury  and 
Loan- Office,  and  by  Money  borrow'd  on  the  Credit  of 
the  Houfe  of  Affiembly,  before  the  Governor  could  be 
prevail'd  on  to  pafs  any  Bills  for  granting  an  Aid  to 
His  Majefty.'] 

I756.  For  railing,  paying  and  maintaining  Forces  ;  building 


Forts  ;  maintaining  and  treating  with  the  King’s  1 

Indian  Allies  ;  Support  of  French  Neutrals  fent  from  I 

Nova  Scotia  ;  billetting  and  fupplying  with  Necef-  I 

faries  the  King’s  regular  Forces  ;  and  other  Pur-  J  90,000  0  o 

pof*s  for  his  Mu  jelly’s  Service,  as  recommended  by  I 

his  Minilters.  [By  two  Affs  of  Aflembly,  60,000 1.  \ 

and  30,000 /.] 


I757.  For  Ditto  by  another  A6I  of  Aflembly. 


100,000  o  & 


1758.  For  Ditto  by  Ditto.  [Note  2700  Men  were  rais’d  and 

employ'd  this  Year  in  hit  Majefty s  Service,  by  the S 

Province  of  Penfylvania ,  in  purluance  of  Mr.  Se-C  ,0°>00C)  0  0 

cretary  Pitt's  Letter.]  ** 

For  Support  of  a  Ship  of  War  for  Proteflion  of  Trade,  1 


(by  a  Duty  on  Tonnage,  &c.)  for  a  Six  Month’s 
Cruize. 


6,4*5  J5  0 


Carried  over  £  3^,812  17  n! 


For 
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Pcnfyh'anLi  Curr* 
Brought  over  £.  322,21a  17  n| 
For  Intereft  paid  by  ahe  Province  for  Money  borrow’d 
for  His  Majefty’s  Service  on  the  Credit  of  the  Af- 
fembly  ;  the  Charges  attending  the  Printing  and 
Signing  the  Paper-Money,  and  collecting  and  pay¬ 
ing  the  feveral  Taxes  granted  His  Majefty,  to  the  h  5,000  o  0 
Provincial  Treafurer  and  Truftees  of  theLoan-Of-  I 
fice,  with  their  and  the  Provincial  Commilfioner’s  j 
Allowances  for  their  Trouble,  may  at  lealt  be  sfti-  j 
mated  at  J 

For  fundry  Indian  Expences,  omitted  in  the  above  3813  o 


.  £•  3a7>85i  10  il| 

From  which  deduCt  one  'Third  to  reduce  the  Sum  to" 


0  ? 

Sterling  Value  ;  a n  Englijh  Shilling  palling  for  is.  r 
6d  .  in  Penfyl<vania .  J 


109,283  16  nj 


Sterling  218,567  14.  o 


As  the  Reader  may ,  poffibly ,  be  curious  to  know,  whether  any  fi- 
milar  Difputes  aprofe  between  the  Proprietaries  and  the  feveral 
AJfemblies  of  the  Territory,  or  Three  feparated  Counties ,  it 
may  be  proper  to  inform  him ,  That  the  Forbearances  of  thefe 
Gentlemen,  in  that  Difricl,  were  altogether  as  remarkable  as 
their  Affumptions  in  the  Province  ;  and  to  refer  him  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Extract  of  a  genuine  Letter  of  Mr.  Secretary  Logan’* 
to  one  Henry  Goldney,  an  intimate  Friend  of  the  firfi  Pro¬ 
prietary  William  Penn,  for  a  Solution  of  all  Doubts  concerning 
the  Difference. 


Henry  Goldney;  Philadelphia,  3 d  Month 

Efteemed  Friend,  ’  the  izth,  1709. 

c  T  Was  favoured  laft  Fall  with  thine,  and  other  Friends  Anfwer  to  mine  of  3cT 

*  Month  laft  ;  the  Contents  of  which  were  extremely  fatisfaftory,  and  on  my' 

*  Part  I  fhall  not  be  wanting  to  difeharge  my  Duty  to  the  utmoft  of  my  Power:  But 

*  in  my  Opinion,  fince  the  Proprietor  has  feveral  Times  mentioned  that  he  had 
‘  Propofals  made  to  him  for  the  Purchafe  of  a  large  Traa  of  Land  on  Safquehannabt 
‘  for  which  he  had  an  Offer  of  5000/.  Sterling,  it  would  be  moft  advifeable  for 

*  him  to  accept  of  any  fuch  Terms,  that  fo  he  may  fpeedily  have  the  Ma-' 

*  nagement  of  his  Country  to  himfelf,  by  paying  the  Debt  there  which  he* 
has  contraded  upon  it ;  to  which  I  with  thee  and  his  other  good  Friends 

*  would  earneftly  prefs  him,  for  in  himfelf  I  know  he  is  in  fuch°  Cafes  fome- 

*  what  too  doubtful  and  backward. 

*  I  now  defign,  through  the  greateft  Confidence  in  thy  Fiiendfhip  both  to 
‘  him  and  me,  to  be  very  free  with  thee  in  an  Affair  that  nearly  concerns 
‘  him  and  this  Country  in  general,  in  which  I  fhall  requeft  thee  to  exercife 
thy  belt  Thoughts,  and,  according  to  the  Refult  of  thele,  heartily  to  employ 

*  the  neceffary  Endeavours  5  the  Cafe  is  briefly  as  follows: 

‘  This  Government  has  conlifted  of  two  Parts;  the  Province  of  Penfyh’a- 

*  via,  and  the  three  lower  Counties  on  Delaware.  To  the  firjl  the  Proprie¬ 
tor  hr.s  a  moft  clear  and  undoubted  Right,  both  for  Soil  and  Government, 

*  by  the  King’s  Letters  Patents  or  Royal  Charter:  For  the  latter  he  has 
e  much  lefs  to  /hew  ;  for  the  Soil  he  has  Deeds  off  FeofinetTt  from  the  Duke 

*  ot  1’ork,  but  for  the  Government  not  fo  much  as  is  itecejjary.  After  his 

4  Arrival,  however,  in  thele  Parts,  he  with  the  People  both  of 

‘  tha 
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the  Province  and  thofe  Counties  to  join  in  one  Government  under  him, 
according  to  the  Powers  of  the  Kings  Charter ,  which  neverthelefs  extended 
to  the  Province  only,  and  fo  they  continued,  not  without  many  Fraflions, 
till  after  the  Time  of  his  laft  Departure,  when  fome  dilaffe&ed  Perfons  took 
Advantage  of  a  Claufe,  which  he  had  unhappily  inferted  in  a  Charter  he 
gave  the  People,  and  broke  off  inti  rely  from  thofe  lower  Counties  ;  fince 
which  Time  we  have  had  two  Affemblies,  that  of  the  Province  affing  by  a 
fafe  and  indifputed  Power,  but  that  of  the  other  Counties  nvithout  fufficient 
(I  doubt)  to  juflijy  them.  Laft  Fall  the  Affembly  of  thofe  Counties  took 
Occafton  to  inquire  into  their  own  Powers,  upon  a  Defign  to  fet  new  Mea- 
fures  on  foot,  and  have  fent  home  an  Addrefs  by  one  of  their  Members, 
Thomas  Coutts' s  Brother,  who  is  to  negotiate  the  Matter  with  the  Lords  of 
Trade  and  the  Minilfry,  to  obtain  Powers  to  fome  Perfon  or  other,  who 
the  Queen  may  think  fit  (tho’  Coutts  defigns  it  for  himfelf)  to  difcharge  all  the 
neceflary  Duties  of  Government  overthem.  This  I  doubt  will  give  the  Proprie¬ 
tary  great  Trouble,  for  when  the  Council  of  Trade  is  fully  apprifed,  as  by  this 
Means  they  will  be,  that  thofe  Counties  are  intirely  disjoined  from  the  Pro¬ 
vince,  ’tis  probable  they  may  more JlriSily  inquire  into  the  Proprietor's  Right  of  Go¬ 
vernment  and  Legijlation  voith  the  People  there ;  and  ’tis  much  to  be  feared  that  they 
may  advife  the  Queen  to  difpofe  of  the  Government  of  thofe  Parts  fome  other  way, 
which  would  be  exceedingly  deftnnStive  to  the  Intereft  of  the  Province  in  ge¬ 
neral.  ******  • 

«  Upon  the  Whole  what  I  have  topropofe  is  this,  whether  it  would  not  he  mod 
advifeable  for  the  Proprietor  to  confider  in  Time  what  Meafures  are  rroft  fit  for 
him  to  take  for  his  own  and  the  Country’s  Intereft,  before  the  Blow  falls  fo 
heavy  that  it  may  prove  difficult,  if  at  all  practicable,  for  him  to  ward  it  off ; 
whether,  therefore,  it  may  not  be  molt  prudent  to  part  with  the  Government  of 
both  Province  and  lower  Counties  together,  upon  the  beft  Terms  that  can  be  ob¬ 
tained,  before  it  proves  too  late  for  him  to  procure  any.  If  he  fhould  hold  the  Go¬ 
vernment  of  the  Province,  nay  even  of  the  Whole,  during  his  Life,  he  will  ne¬ 
ver  gain  any  Thing  by  it  ;  and,  after  his  Deceafe,  it  will  be  loft,  or  at  leaft  be  put 
out  of  the  Hands  of  Friends,  and  perhaps  wi  hout  any  previous  Terms  at  all, 
when  now  he  may  be  capable  himfelf  to  negotiate  a  Surrender,  both  to  his  own 
particular  Intereft,  and  greatly  to  the  Advantage  of  the  Piofeffion  ;  but  whenever 
this  is  done,  he  fhould  remember  our  prefent  Lieutenant  Governor,  who  will  be  a 
Suffeier  (I  fear  at  beft)  by  undertaking  the  Charge  ;  and  if  any  Thing  fall  of 
Courfe  in  the  Way,  I  wiih  he  would  not  quite  forget  an  old  trufty  Servant  of  his, 
who  has  been  drudging  for  him  thefe  ten  Years  (but  that’s  not  the  Bufmefs).  This 
I  thought  neceflary  to  advife  thee  of,  confidering  thee  as  one  of  his  beft  and  henrtieft 
Friends,  and  defire  thee  to  communicate  the  Matter  to  fuch  others  as  may  be  moft 
ferviceable,  hut  by  no  Means  expoj'e  this  Letter,  for  l  vjould  have  that  kept  very  pri¬ 
vate.  I  have  wrote  to  the  fame  Purpofe  to  the  Proprietary  himfelf  very  f  ully,  but 
finding,  by  long  Experience,  how  little  it  avails  to  write  to  himfelf  alone  of 
Matters  relating  to  his  own  Intereft,  I  now  chufe  this  Method,  and  give  this  ear¬ 
ly  Notice  before  the  Addreffes  from  hence  ftrdi  come  to  Hand,  which,  with  the 
Addrefs  already  gone  from  the  Lower  Counties,  will  certainly  do  our  Bufinefs  whe¬ 
ther  the  Proprietor  will  agree  to  it  or  not,  and  therefore  beft  take  Time  while  it 
offers,.  I  fhall  commit  this  to  thy  Prudence  and  Dilcretion,  and  conclude 

Thy  real  loving  Friend, 

JAMES  LOGAN. 


F  I 


NTS. 


I 


3\3K 


